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lheard Ramonasing
And I heard everything

'GIGO’ was a thing long before the advent of
computers. ‘Garbage in, garbage out’ has always
been acliché in the hi-fiworld, and it'sa cliché
becauseit's true. At best, your system should
interfere with your music (on vinyl, CD, hard-
drive or wherever) as little as possible before it
deliversit your ears, and that's why high-res
audiois such an intriguing proposition.

WeTe presenting

in thisissue.I'mafan of high-res audio -
but the GIGO effectis as pronounced with high-
resasI've ever heard it. Done properly -a careful
recordingjob in the studio, flawless mastering
into a digital file,an uncorrupted download and
a system to do the whole process justice -it's the
best soundI've heard. ‘Done properly’
isn't toomuch to ask, isit?

Simon Lucas, editor

My products of the month

Pioneer N-50A

High-res audio feature p59

In the right circumstances (see above)
this is £500 extremely well spent

Bose QuietComfort 25

Group test p44

Nothing this side of prescription
medicine makes a flight pass quicker

facebook.com/whathifi.com youtube.com/WhathifiTV

Finduson...

@whathifi

WELCOME

WHAT HI-FI?

Reviewsyou
cantrust

Experience &heritage

We've been hard at
work helping the world
discover the bestin hi-fi
and home cinema for
more than 37 years, and
have getting on for100
years of reviewing
experience under our collective belts - so you can count
onourexpert opinions.

Dedicated test facilities

Wetest every product
inthe magazine or at
whathificom against
its peers inour bespoke
£1mreviewing facilities.
And we test every
product asateam,

soouropinions and conclusions are always the

result of collaboration.

We spot big trends first

MP3 player tests before the iPod even existed?
High-def video before it even had aname?
That was us. We keep you in touch with big
stories and future trends.

Worldwide
readership

With seven international
editions in Africa, Asiaand
Europe, wereach more than
1.6 million readers every month.

SUPERTEST

Why £700 - £1000is your
floorstanding speakers sweet-spot

GROUP TESTS

High-res heaven from just £300
Enormous images for the price of a TV

£150 or so buys some extraordinary cans

whf.cm/playlistl’s ~ TLZWCIEZE  whathifi.com
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Group test

Noise-cancelling headphones
“Sometimes we just want

to be alone with our

thoughts and our music”

\

Wharfedale Diamond 230

&\\\\\\}\\}\%

28

High-res audio
“We care about sound quality,

and we believe everybody should
benefit from better sound”

-
\ E Megab(;;\l\li\\\\\\

Tough as nails. :

What'sin thisissue...

Pioneer BDP-LX58 06 First Tests The UE Megaboom is a wireless
\\\\\E\\\t speaker that's as tough as they come, B&O's BeoPlay

H2s are a terrific marriage of style and substance, and

Pioneer's BDP-LX58 will appeal to cinemalovers.

26 Supertest: Stereo speakers The bookshelf

\ speaker market is stuffed with choice and in B&W,
Cabasse, Elac, Epos, Focal, Tannoy and Triangle

we have seven options to occupy your shelf space.

‘Ruark R1 Mk3

N\

\\ compellingbuy than ever" \ 39 Televisions TV manufacturers are preparing
R \ their latest sets and with 4K, curved sets, improved
imaging technology and smart platforms on the
agenda, we take alook at what to expect from the
likes of LG, Panasonic, Samsungand Sony in 2015.

First Test

“We're astonished at just 43 Noise-cancelling headphones Put the mute
how much Creative has button on all those around you by investing in a pair
packed into the Sound

Blaster X7's distinctive of noise-cancelling cans. We have six effortsranging
casework” from £250 to £270 that'll provide a moment of silence.

4 wwwwhathificom



Insider 4K content p22

4K is on therise, but where's the
content? We investigate how and
where you can watch 4K in 2015

Subscriptions p78

Special subscription offer!

Buy one year of What Hi-Fi? Sound and
Vision and get the second year free

That Was Then p146

A glimpse into What Hi-Fi? past
Epson’s EMP-TW100 projector was an
impressive effort back in 2002

Group test
“For less than £1500 you can

get up to 300in of picture from
some of the units here”

52 High-res audio High-res audio promises to bring
asuperior sound experience, but is it genuine or just
amyth? We take an in-depth look at the new format.

61 Projectors Projectors still lead the way fora
cinematic experience and for less than £1500 we
have four that can do that without breaking the bank.

68 Temptations Featuring a standout pre/power
amplifier combination from Aesthetix and a deeply
impressive pair of floorstanders from ATC.

80 Playlist Werage against the dying of the light
with Christopher Nolan's Interstellar, Bjork brings her
ecletic taste to her latest release Vulinicura, and we
rev our (hybrid) engines as F1 returns to TV screens.

Our ratings explained

Feature Televisions
In the market for
anew TV? Allow
us to guide you
through what's
coming in 2015

Supertest Stereo speakers
“You'll definitely feel like
you're getting your
money’'s-worth here”

New Buyer's Guide...
two mags in one!

Revamped hi-fi guide!

1500 products rated p79

With new categories and key
tech specs, we've made it even
easier for you to pick the best kit

Wealwaystest productsasa Oneofthebest 1. 8. 0.0.8 ¢
team, indedicated facilities, Aseriouscontender % % K Kk 7
andalways compare t'hem Worthalook L. 8. B AS
with their peers. That's why ) o

our ratings are the most Disappointing LR RX 0> 0%
authoritativein theindustry. Awful * Y Yoo

for your cash.
Temptation
“We're struck by
the solidity of the
sound first, then
by the clean and
precise way this
amp defines the
shape of piano
notes”
—
e —
Find out...
Ifit's one of our winners, What to look for: Projectors p89
you knowit's top quality Setting up your rear speakers p93
Top tips: Hi-fi hints p123
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Exclusive reviews of the latest kit

FIRST TESTS

MORE
FIRST TESTS

B&0BeoPlayH2
£170 Page12

The masters of style
add real substance
with these quality cans

RuarkR1Mk3
£200Page15
ADAB/FMradiothat'll
soon convinceyouit's
worthy of that pricetag

UEMegaboom
£250Page18
Thelatestinarange of
go-anywhere wireless
speakersisanother hit

Want more?
Visit whathifi.com

for even more
product reviews!
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[EXCLUSIVE

Onkyo combines twointoone

for serious dual-functionfun
Onkyo C-N7050 | CD player/streamer | £350

Is the Onkyo C-N7050 a CD player that can
stream, or is it a hi-res streamer with a CD
player built in? No matter which angle you
look at it from, this £350 networked CD
player aims to give you access to both
worlds - for an attractive price.

It's a nice stepping-stone into the world
of hi-fi separates, while giving the freedom
to experiment with different sources before
settling on a specific path - an ideal solution
for burgeoning hi-fi aficionados.

The C-N7050's sonic presentation is
upbeat and smooth, but edges aren't
softened so much that detail is obscured.
The Onkyo doesn’t make a fuss with file
types, either, having a forgiving balance
that makes the most of low bit-rate MP3s
while still retaining enough transparency to
make listening to 24-bit/192kHz FLAC files
a worthwhile experience.

Detail is crisply drawn and plentiful.

You can hear taut strings being plucked in
Public Service Broadcasting'’s funky

Gagarin, while the layers of harmonics
surrounding piano notes in The Unthanks’
Gan To The Kye are conveyed with passion.
Voices are direct and expressive, and it's
easy to get caught up in the lovely melody.

It's a neat and tidy presentation, with
enough drive and dynamic variation to
keep the music enjoyable. There's a
pleasing cohesion throughout the
frequency range and a nicely judged tonal
balance that refuses to emphasise one
frequency band above another.

Cool under pressure

There's a good level of composure too, so
when the music gets complex the Onkyo
has the talent to keep every instrumental
strand in place and under control.

Judged against a class-leading dedicated
CD player such as the Marantz CD6005 the
C-N7050 lacks a little bite, authority and
rhythmic drive. Let's not forget, though,
that it streams music across a network too.

Onkyo Remote 3 - AppleiPod/
iPhoneonly - £free

The control app is very useful to have
at hand - provided you can access it.
For now, it's available only for Apple
users, is limited to iOS 8 and doesn't
have an iPad-optimised version. Once
you do gain access to it, the app is
simple yet effective, with an interface
that lets you scroll through the songs
on your network with minimal delay.




USEIT WITH

Re-live the eponymous US/Soviet scramble via this evocative, sample-sprinkled mix of meaty dance beats and
alluring soundscapes. Streamed or from disc, the Onkyo's flair with detail will ensure high standards of PSB

Onkyo has managed to

niche - there are very few
CD player/streamer

tuckitself into an enviable

combinations on the
market, let alone capable
and affordable ones

That pleasant sonic character remains
constant whether you're listening to CDs or
streaming. We did, however, find that The
Imitation Game soundtrack sounded just a
touch more spacious and dynamic when
streamed from our server than it did when
played via a disc.

Aside from the CD drive, the only other
physical inputs are two USB ports. The front
USB is Apple-approved, and will play music
stored on your iPhone, iPod or iPad, while
also charging those devices.

You can listen to other radio or
music-streaming apps, as long as it's

hardwired to the port. There’s no Bluetooth
or AirPlay to stream through, so third-party
apps - such as Spotify, Soundcloud and BBC
iPlayer Radio - can be played only through
wired means.

The USB port at the back, meanwhile,
will play files stored on a stick or flash
drive. To plug the C-N7050 to your
amplifier, you can choose between optical,
coaxial and line-level outputs.

The streamer side of the C-N7050 has
plenty of tricks up its sleeve. DLNA support
means the Onkyo streamer can
play music stored on laptops,
smart devices and NAS boxes, as
long as they're all connected
to the same network.

There’s no wi-fi, so

you'll have to plug the

Onkyo to your home network

using the ethernet port. It

connects instantly, and recognises

all devices on the network without a hitch.

whf.cm/playlist15
Listen to our favourite tracks every month!

( Joinus on Spotify )

For a full list of specifications and
other useful info visit whathifi.com

wwwwhathificom 7



FIRST TESTS CD PLAYER/STREAMER

SYSTEM BUILDER

These three proven performers willmake
great partners for the Onkyo

Stereospeakers
WharfedaleDiamond220£200 [ [ T T T 11
Theseimpressive speakers deliver afinely
balanced, articulate, dynamic performance.

-—h
4
~
N

When it comes to connecting There's no wi-fi capability works quickly and has universal
to your amplifier, the Onkyo on the C-N7050, so any device recognition. This is also the

offers the standard choices of connection to your home route for accessing the world of

line-level for analogue and coaxial network will necessarily be via the internet radio, courtesy of the

or optical for digital signals. ethernet port, which, thankfully, widely connected vTuner service. Stereo amplifier

You can also tune into hundreds of internet
radio stations via the vTuner service.

The Onkyo's file compatibility is
extensive. From MP3 and AAC to high-
resolution 24-bit/192kHz FLAC and WAV
(and 96kHz ALAC), the C-N7050 will play
all popular music formats. It supports DSD
files, too, but doesn't spin SACD discs.

If you'll be streaming files from a variety
of sources, we'd recommend you download
Onkyo's Remote 3 app. The simple interface
makes it easy to scroll through long lists of
songs, while the drop-down menu lets you
jump between various sources with ease.
We found using the remote handset when
changing CD tracks more natural, though.

The app is free to download, but it's
currently only available for Apple iPods and
iPhones (see panel on p6).

Quality look and feel

The C-N7050 is well made and nicely
finished too - in either black or silver. Build
quality is decently solid considering the
price. The CD loading tray operates
smoothly, with no judders or stutters, and
the mechanism is pretty quiet.

The fascia is neat and orderly rather than
flashy, with only basic controls planted on
the brushed-metal front panel. The three
main control buttons - one each for CD, USB

and Network - make switching between
inputs quick and easy.

The Onkyo responds swiftly to any
commands, whether from the unit's
buttons and dial, or the ones logically laid
out on the remote-control wand. We'd
definitely keep the remote in close reach
- even if we have the control app at hand -
as it's simple yet intuitive to use, .

Display details
This is all good news for the C-N7050 - and
those looking for an affordable CD playetr/
streamer - but we do have one or two
niggles. The player’s large display is easy to
read from a distance, but its single line of
scrolling text looks meagre. It scrolls very
slowly, and the cut-off text can be
frustrating to read. We'd like a more
sophisticated display - two lines, at least -
that gives more information in one glance.
But we can see this Onkyo having wide
appeal, and rightly so. There aren’'t many
products that can spin CDs and stream files
from one box, and not for such an affordable
price either. A common starting price for
individual CD players and streamers is £350,
which makes this two-in-one machine very
attractive as a gateway to building your hi-fi
system. It's a clever, feature-packed
performer we urge you to consider.

MarantzPM6005£320 [T T T T 11
Withits snappy timing and crisp detail, this
Award-winner will add agility and energy.

Musicstreamingservice
Qobuz £20/month [T T T 111
The catalogue may not be as extensive as
Spotify’s, but Qobuz offers CD-quality files.

|
Total build from £890

TECH SPECS

CD drive Yes « Hi-res Yes, 24-bit/192kHz «
Supported file formats FLAC, WAV, ALAC,
AAC, WMA, MP3, DSD ¢ Inputs 2 x USB
Outputs Optical, coaxial, line level ¢
Streaming options DLNA; vTuner » Wi-fi No
Size (hwd) 10 x 44 x 30cm « Weight 5kg

Rating (T T T 111

FOR Dynamic, lively sound:; crisp detail;
low-end weight; feature-packed; price
AGAINST Limited app availability; display
could be more sophisticated

VERDICT The dual role is hugely appealing,
especially given the price and performance

Also consider
Pioneer N-50A £500 [T 11111

With superb performance and great features,
this is fantastic if you're
looking to only stream.

REVI EWER'S NOTES... CETTI NG TO KNOWV THE ONKYO G- N7050:

Taking the C-N7050 Connecting the Onkyo There’s an app! Simple
out of the box, we're to the internet takes yet effective, it lets us
surprised at how light the mere seconds. It recognises scroll through our vast
unit is - still, it's nicely made. | our reference Naim server music library intuitively.
And responsive. immediately, too. Good job we use Apple...

The unit supports DSD The Onkyo's lively,

files, so it puzzles us pleasant character is
that there’s no mention of constant, but it sounds more
SACD compatibility. It'snota | dynamic when streaming
crucial omission, though. than when disc-spinning.

8 wwwwhathificom



DALz

IN ADMIRATION OF MUSIC

DALI KUBIK ONE

- Listen Your Way

The new DALI KUBIK ONE allows you to listen wirelessly to your music and movies at an incredible level of sonic detail. This sound system gives
you a variety of choices to listen to anything, anywhere in your home, from any device. It combines DALI’s outstanding loudspeaker heritage
with state-of-the-art digital amplification - designed by people who have devoted their lives to the pursuit of audio excellence.

T HI-FI?
SOUND AND VISION
WHATHIFI.COM

Learn more about the KUBIKs on www.dalikubik.com






STEREO SPEAKERS FIRST TESTS

Wharfedale Diamond 230 | Stereospeakers | £500

Compact floorstanders offer fine value

Our first experience of the Wharfedale
Diamond 200 series was encouraging. The

tall, wide and spacious. Close your eyesand  USE IT WITH

these speakers can give the impression Reg a

performing as a cohesive whole, never
giving the impression that a rogue element

220 standmounters, we decided, are the they're bigger than they are. Brio-R has other ideas.
best-sounding budget speakers around - so Of course, size isn't everything. These =~ ----------
much so that we gave them an Award. floorstanders are talented in other areas. Itmay be onlya Try free-standing and toed-in
No pressure, then, for the Diamond 230s,  The level of clarity is certainly impressive. half-width chassis, Do take care with set-up. Wharfedale
the compact floorstanders of Wharfedale’s ~ They deliver a clean sound, helped by but this amp provides recommends placing the Diamond 230s at

wide-screen sound least 20cm from the back wall and 70cm

entry-level range. Will they be a resounding
success like their siblings, or the black

sheep of the family? The results are in - and
these are great floorstanders for the money.

First things first, you want to give them a
good run-in. Fresh from the box, you won't
get anything remotely representative of
their potential. Give them at least a day. We
left them running for a weekend.

At which point, anything more than a
cursory listen should lead to the suspicion
that these are five-star performers.

The first thing you'll notice is their sense
of scale. It's a big sound, easily capable of
filling a big living-room. The soundstage is

precision in timing and definition. That's
especially the case in the midrange, which
is clearer and more detailed than we'd
expect for floorstanders at this price. Vocals
are engaging, as is a spot of guitar fiddling.
We find ourselves rapt with attention at an
unhealthy number of Johnny Cash tracks.

A crisp, punchy sound

Elsewhere, the treble is crisp but not harsh.
Move down to the low end, and it's punchy
and weighty while maintaining a good
sense of agility. It could conceivably do
with a bit more texture, but that's not
lacking enough to ruin what is otherwise an
authoritative, entertaining listen.

The frequency range is well balanced.
Nothing distracts, or demands undue
attention. We're particularly impressed
with the level of integration, the drivers

from the sides, and we'd suggest moving
the speakers around to experiment. And
consider a bit of toeing-in, which helps to
firm up the stereo image while sacrificing
just a little of the soundstage width.

We're pleased to see Wharfedale has
addressed the finish-related quibbles we
levelled at the Diamond 100 series. A new
lacquered baffle adds class and, where
before there were unsightly bumps beneath
vinyl wrap, the surface is now smooth.

This is in part thanks to a new cabinet,
made with particleboard sandwiched
between MDF. This provides a rigid and
well-damped structure, which helps to
reduce the amount of cabinet distortion.

Internally, there's a bigger magnet on the
bass driver’s motor system. This makes it
easier to drive and improves responsiveness.
There’s also an upgraded crossover, which

aims to improve the integration of drive
units. We think it works.

Unusual bass-tuning technology

Elsewhere, the Diamonds are unchanged.
The tweeter is the same, sitting in a deeply
dished waveguide which helps efficiency.

Also present is the unusual bass tuning
introduced in the Diamond 100 series.
Instead of going with the more usual front
or rear bass reflex port, Wharfedale is firing
downwards into a gap between the cabinet
and its plinth. This helps with port
efficiency and reduces chuffing noise, and
is claimed to make the speaker less fussy
when it comes to placement.

We really like the Wharfedale Diamond
230s. They're talented performers, and for
the money you're getting a great deal.

Rating (T TTTT11

FOR Large scale; detailed midrange; good
frequency integration

AGAINST Could do with a little more subtlety
at low frequencies

VERDICT Wharfedale has made a great pair of
budget floorstanders

Also consider

Q Acoustic 2050i
£420 (11111
A multi-Award winner
with a smooth,
full-bodied sound

wwwwhathificom 11



FIRST TESTS ON-EARHEADPHONES

Bang & OlufsenBeoPlay H2 | On-ear headphones | £170

Stylish B&Os also scoreonsound

Bang & Olufsen is a brand we sometimes
struggle with here at What Hi-Fi? The
Danish company usually produces
beautiful products that sound good, but we
worry that, on occasion, people are paying a
little too much for the style they're buying,
rather than the right amount for the sound
quality on offer. So the star rating can suffer
- after all, we're all about sound per pound.

Quality kit, superior sound

With the Bang & Olufsen BeoPlay H2, we
have no such worries. These are fine
headphones that easily compete on sound
terms with their price and sector rivals.
That they are also a beautiful example of
the legendary Bang & Olufsen style and
quality is a rather nice added bonus.

That feeling of quality hits us as soon as
we open the flap on the box. Inside, there's
another box and a ribbon tab with a sign
that says “Pull me” in an Alice In
Wonderland kind of way. Follow that advice
and a cardboard cover with teasing holes in
strategic places has a “Lift up” instruction.
And so it goes, until finally the BeoPlay H2
headphones are revealed, lying in a plush,
cloth-covered, contoured tray.

It's an impressive start for these £170
headphones - and that feeling of pride of
ownership only grows as we take the H2s in
our hands. These are headphones for being
out and about in, and they are suitably
robust, made from a strong, flexible plastic
and partly covered in a durable cloth.
There are five colours - the Deep Red
here, pink, blue, silver and green.

Built for show
These headphones are light, at
150g, and the earcups fold so,
B&O says, when you're not
listening, the H2s can be worn
around your neck with the
earpieces following the shape
of your body. Fair enough.

When we first put the H2s on,
we're a bit worried that they are going
to be too tight - it's a problem the
spectacle-wearers among the team have
suffered with some other cans. The clever
composite material the headband is made
from is ‘adaptive’, however, and while the
fit is snug it is reassuringly so, and it never
becomes uncomfortable, even during long
listening sessions. This impressive comfort
may be helped by the beautifully finished
lambskin leather-covered earpads.

And we're pleased to report the sound of
the H2s meets all the impressive standards
the build quality has set. The 40mm driver
and bass port in each earcup provide an
easily accessible sound, as is appropriate for
headphones intended to be worn out. It's
warm without being overbearing, and
the presentation is even across
the frequency range, so
no one area stands
out as prominent.

Treble is clear without being too sharp or
bright, and the midrange is a strength, with
vocals coming across warm and intimate.
The bass is just a touch tubby, but only
compared with our current class favourites,

the Award-winning Philips M1 MKIIs
(indeed the H2s' bass is reminiscent
of the original M1s'). It's not
overblown, though, and that trait
certainly doesn't hurt in a pair of
headphones designed to be
worn in the open.
Those padded earcups cut
out quite a lot of external
noise - always a benefit on a
crowded train - but they
don't prevent you from
perceiving what is going on
around you, so road safety
shouldn't be an issue.

The sound of the H2s meets all the impressive
standards the build quality has set. It's an
easily accessible sound, as is appropriate

for headphones intended to be worn out

The cable has an inline mic and
three-button remote to answer and
end calls, and change songs and volume. It
works well with an iPhone, but if you're an
Android user it may not be as effective
(with our Sony Xperia Z3 Compact, for
example, it will pause and play but not
change tracks). There is no noticeable noise
transferred from the plastic-sheathed cable
when we're out and about, leaving us able
to concentrate on the music.

We like the BeoPlay H2s. They do a fine
job of music reproduction and (just as
important at this price) they're a top quality
product that gives a pride of ownership that
some other brands just can’t match.

Rating ([TTTTT11

FOR Enjoyable, first-rate sound; superb build;
comfortable fit for long listening sessions
AGAINST Nothing of note

VERDICT A stylish pair of headphones that
sound terrific and really look the part

Also consider

Philips Fidelio M1 MKII £180
[ITITTT11

Our Award winners provide a

sound abundant in detail,

with space and great clarity

12 wwwwhathifi.com



40 YEARS OF DESIGN INNOVATION DEDICATED TO YOU

Purer and more bewitching than ever, our latest Gold
range refines the technology of its award-winning
GX predecessor to set a new gold standard for our
celebrated high-end speaker line.

GOLD SERIES

monitoraudio.com

(c2) MONITOR AUDIO)




FIRST TESTS TELEVISION

Linsar X24-DVD | Television/Soundbar/DVD player | £300

Flat form produces full-bodied sound

Longwand

The large remote control's

A TV with a built-in soundbar: makes
sense, no? Soundbars have been a popular
solution for improving a TV's inherently
thin sound for years now, so it was only a
matter of time before someone put two and
two together. Enter the Linsar X24-DVD.
The ‘soundbar’ consists of a pair of
speakers, each driven by a 10W amplifier,
and doubles up as the TV's stand. It looks
a little tacked on - but its design adds no
more height or depth than any typical stand
would, so is undoubtedly more space-
efficient than even the slimmest of
soundbars on the market.

A sound for sore ears

On paper, it works. In practice, it delivers.
There's no denying the Linsar’s sonic
superiority over the hard, thin presentation
of TV speakers. Fulfilling its purpose
bang-on, its sound is a great deal fuller and
richer, the balance much closer to the
sound we'd ideally like (but don't often get)
from a standard small telly.

The midrange has significantly more
body, and it’s this more substantial delivery
of voices that will be the most noticeable
improvement during everyday viewing. It
goes room-fillingly loud, and we find
ourselves more than satisfied just halfway
up the volume bar. Note that near the very
limit, distortion creeps in.

The X24-DVD fancies itself a bit of a
multimedia mogul: there’s a Freeview HD
tuner for TV viewing, Bluetooth for music
streaming, USB inputs for media playback
and recording programmes onto a USB stick
or hard drive. As its name suggests, there's a
slot-loading DVD player built-in too, though
you'll have to invest in a Blu-ray player to
play any HD discs.

The stick that's a carrot

The omission of smart services is a little
mean, and we feel a bit hard done-by when
bigger-screen models with lower price tags
include it. Linsar's peace-offering is a free
Roku streaming stick for access to a sea of
smart apps (including BBC iPlayer, Netflix,
YouTube, Spotify) if you buy (and register)
the TV by the end of March 2015, but miss
the date and it's not so charitable. You'll
have to resort to a Blu-ray player again or

a gaming console as your smart supplier.

Starting with Blu-ray performance, we
hook up the Sony BDP-S5200 (£95) player
to one of the X24-DVD's two HDMI inputs
- also onboard are the likes of USB,
component and 3.5mm inputs, as well as
coaxial and headphone outputs.

First disc off the shelf is endearing space
caper Guardians Of The Galaxy. No matter
how much fine-tuning you do with colour,
the Linsar’s vivid colour palette struggles to

find much in the way of balance without
sucking the life out of skintones, so is a
little on the vibrant side. The bold,
somewhat artificial hues make for a punchy,
dramatic picture, though we'd like a little
more realism and subtlety in shades.

Though fair, contrast could do with a
boost for deeper blacks and brighter whites,
and there’s a hint of motion instability as a
space shuttle flies past too.

The Linsar's HD broadcast picture isn't
perfect, but there's still a lot to like. It's
impressively sharp and clean, with low
picture noise, so viewers can sit close to the
screen comfortably. Daylight scenes are full
of punch and clarity, while darker settings
prove coherent too.

Even as we drop resolution to DVD, the
image is surprisingly well defined, with

USEIT WITH

Fills the gaps in the
Linsar's offering, giving
you Blu-ray playback
and access to an array
of handy smarts

well-labelled keys make it generally

easy to use, although its length
means it's quite a stretch from the
top buttons (channel selectors) to
the bottom ones (DVD
controls etc)

colour punch in spades: in Lucy, Scarlett
Johansson's red lipstick, leopard-print
jacket and golden hair are radiant and lush.

The switch from the Sony to the Linsar’s
own DVD player sees slightly less sharpness
and detail, yet overall holds the overall
standard of quality pretty well.

The clean, clear and fairly detailed
delivery of standard- and high-def channels
is a credit to its tuner.

Value judgement

The focus is clear here. The X24-DVD
(rightfully) prides itself on good sound, and
with the typical cost of a smart-inclusive
Full HD TV of this size around £200, asks a
premium for it.

Is it too much? Probably, considering the
TV's exclusion of smarts. We'd like a more
natural-looking picture for a fifth star, too.

But for those craving a fuller, more
exciting sound for movies or gaming than
you usually get from TVs of this size (or
bigger, even) and have the cash to spend, it
will make a great telly for a second room.
We know a good idea when we see one, and
this TV/soundbar combo is exactly that.

Rating [T T 13k
FOR Rich, full, detailed sound; goes loud;
sharp, punchy picture; decent DVD player

AGAINST Colours can appear overcooked; no
built-in smarts; somewhat pricey

VERDICT Not perfect, but it aims to give you
a better sound and hits its target

14 wwwwhathificom



RuarkR1Mk3 | DAB/FMradio | £200

Ruark buffs R1with impressiveresults

DAB/FM RADIO FIRST TESTS

For years, Ruark’s R1 series radio has been
one of those products that just works. Its
gorgeous design makes it ready to fit into
even the most stylish of homes, while its
performance and usability has helped to
secure it Award after Award.

However, 2012 was the last time we saw
it in our winners' list, so when we heard
Ruark was releasing an improved third
generation of its desirably dinky radio, we
were intrigued to find out what was in store.

Same again, but better
There hasn't been too much change to the
design we know and love. It’s still a small,
single-speaker design, finished in your
choice of walnut, black or white (though
the last two are now matt instead of shiny),
with all controls placed on the top.

It's a premium, no-fuss finish that looks
as good as ever, and it’s helped by the R1's
new OLED display, which looks cleaner and

sharper compared with its LCD predecessor.

Out of the box, the R1 Mk3 is a simple
affair - screw on the aerial, plug it into the
mains and you're halfway there.

The controls are handled by an improved
RotoDial system on the top. While it looks
like a regular volume knob, it also acts as
the main control system for the radio,
allowing you to cycle through menus and
press down to select.

It is flanked by a few individual buttons,
for power and quick access to core
functionality including the R1's dual
alarms, radio presets, settings menu
and selecting source.

Choose DAB from the source menu
and the R1 will automatically set the
date and time. We find the menus and
controls so intuitive, the manual is far
from essential.

As before, the R1 Mk3 features both FM
and DAB tuners (futureproofed for DAB+ if
and when it arrives on our shores), but a new
addition is aptX Bluetooth functionality,
allowing you to stream music to the R1
from your portable devices.

Add to this a line-in for hardwiring a
device, a headphone output for private
listening and a newly added USB port for
charging, and this is quite the complete
package for a radio that stands just 17cm
tall. You can even make it portable, with the
optional rechargeable battery “BackPack”
for an extra £50.

New chipset and DAC improve sound
Of course, this would all be moot if it didn't
sound any good, but luckily the R1 Mk3
sounds as good as ever. There have been
several tweaks made to the internal
workings of the R1, including a new chipset

With its rich, full-bodied character,

In detail M

The main control system is the
RotoDial in the middle, but

Ruark doesn't overburden this so
as not to overcomplicate things

- there are also buttons around
the edge. Use the dial to control
menus, then press down to select.

USE IT WITH

Samsung
Galaxy
Note 4

Take advantage of the
R1Mk3's aptX
Bluetooth
functionality by
streaming playlists
from Samsung’s fine
Galaxy Note 4

it's easy to forget there's just a
single 3.5cm driver delivering

bass that’s deep and controlled

with improved DAC and shorter signal
paths in the audio circuitry.

The result is a sound that belies its size,
and a performance that can top even some
larger stereo models. With its rich,
full-bodied character, it's sometimes easy to
forget there’s just a single 3.5cm driver
delivering it, with bass that is deep and
controlled, and a midrange that ensures
everything from instruments to dialogue to
vocals are delivered with detail and clarity.

There’s a depth and solidity to its
performance that many competitors lack,
with a clean, open, engaging nature that
works as well with talk radio as with music.

A confident performer

Despite its confident performance, there
are some obvious limitations due to its size,
and the R1isn't going to have the power
required to fill huge rooms.

What it can manage is pretty impressive
all the same. It will spread wide and go loud
enough for most situations, though the
treble can border on thinness at volume
with lesser quality broadcasts.

The Bluetooth performance is as musical
and well balanced as the rest of the radio’s
performance, and it's a nice touch the new
processor is able to extract Bluetooth track
metadata too, so you can see what is
playing on the R1's screen.

£200 is not an inconsiderable amount to
spend on a radio like the Ruark R1 Mk3, but
spend any amount of time with it and we
challenge you not to want to take it home.

Rating [TTTTT11

FOR Stylish design; easy functionality; rich,
full-bodied sound; clean and clear midrange;
AGAINST Not cheap

VERDICT Small but powerful, the R1 Mk3

balances performance, features and
functionality in a compact package

Also consider

Pure Evoke D2

£90 [T I I 111

A great buy at less than half the
price, but it can't compete in
pure performance terms

wwwuwhathificom 15



FIRST TESTS BLU-RAY PLAYER

Pioneer BDP-LX58 | Blu-ray player | £600

Going to the picturesis areal treat

Spending £600 on this Pioneer Blu-ray
player may seem excessive when you can
get a high-performing one with more smart
features for a sixth of the price.
But if you are a home
cinema enthusiast dedicated
to getting exceptional picture
quality, we'd say it's well
worth it. For the BDP-LX58,
the more affordable of
Pioneer’s two premium
models, is first and foremost
all about performance - and
when it's this good, arguing
with that stance is tough.

Nice 'n’ edgy

Even our Award-winning Panasonic
DMP-BDT700 (£500) can't quite muster the
Pioneer's incisiveness when it comes to
depicting outlines. The LX58's picture is
easily the crispest we've seen at this price,
packing a punch to keep your eyes fixed

on the screen and involved in the movie

at all times.

Play a Coen brothers favourite, Fargo,
and the snowy landscapes of Minnesota
leap off the screen. The deep blackness of
tyres, shoes and buried suitcases looks
striking against them, and there are good
levels of detail at either extreme.

Punchy and well grounded, colours are
clean and convincing, while skintones have
anatural warmth to them. Colours can
appear a little on the vivid side - the
redness of bloodied snow, for instance, is
intense - but don't ever quite cross the
threshold to looking overdone.

Commitment to realism
This player paints with a super-fine brush,
too, the woodland trees in the backdrop
having greater definition than through the
rival Panasonic. Even as night falls on our
kidnappers, the Pioneer is still rooting
around to dig up detail and deliver clarity.
It puts in the work with DVDs too,
making upscaling look easy. Spin Who
Framed Roger Rabbit? and outlines hardly
lose their cutting edge. Whether it's the red
buses, green billboards or the yellow gloves
of the rabbit himself, colours remain
eye-grabbingly bright and punchy.

Elsewhere, picture noise is negligible
and the image remains all-but-blur-free
as cartoons whiz across the screen.

Sound quality doesn't disappoint, the
soundfield nicely focused and balanced as
we replay Fargo. Gunfire is backed by
decent solidity, as is the shattering of
windows as the kidnapping gets underway.

Listen to the music
For a Blu-ray player of this price, the
Pioneer's music replay is up to scratch, too
- particularly good news considering its
music-format compatibility is unusually
wide (it can play high-res files, SACD and
DVD-Audio). You don't get the refinement,
organisation or nuance that you would from
the best dedicated £600 CD players, but
load up Alicia Keys' IfI Ain't Got You and
piano sequences are full of life and body.
Despite being less than half the price of
its bigger sibling, the BDP-LX58 still has the
lion's share of its features: Ultra HD 4K
upscaler (not a given at this price), 3D
playback and high-res support for DSD
2.8MHz and PCM files up to 24-bit/192kHz.
You might expect a drop in connectivity
from the well-equipped BDP-LX88, but it
remains largely the same - save for the
absence of balanced analogue outputs. A
coaxial and pair of RCA outputs should be
satisfactory for most, though. Two HDMI
inputs are also sufficient, as are two USB
slots (one at the front). Last but not least, a
LAN socket gives you access to the built-in
YouTube and Picasa smart apps.

Rather than throwing

Display and

There's a bright and clear, if not
particularly fancy, screen and the
remote that operates it is easy to

get to grips with - if a little
cluttered compared
with some.

More comparable to the sturdy
construction of an amp than the garden
variety of Blu-ray players, the Pioneer’s
rigid chassis (made from aluminium and
steel, and reinforced with an iron plate) is
certainly built to last, and both quality and
finish feel and look very nice for the price
- especially considering it's the spitting
image of the doubly-priced BDP-LX88.

The BDP-LX58 is another fine high-end
achievement for Pioneer. While it's not the
smartest disc-spinner we've come across at
this level (in terms of smart functions), we
find that easier to forgive when performance
is up there with the very best. If you're
looking to take the next (perhaps final) step
in upgrading your system for a jaw-
dropping movie experience, this is a great
place to start.

Rating (TTTTT1]1

FOR Punchy, bright, sharp image; realistic
colour palette; good upscaler; control app;
sturdy, smart casework; upscales 4K content

AGAINST Not the best 'smart’ offering

VERDICT If performance is your main priority,
you can't really go wrong with the BDP-LX58

Also consider

Panasonic DMP-BDT700
£500 such an insightful
picture, but the Pana's ample smart features
make it more of a

jack-of-all-trades

System builder Total build £4200 I ——

smarts and delivering a
superb picture to boot.

Television AV receiver Control app

Samsung UE55HU7500£2200 [T T T 111 Pioneer SC-LX58£1400 [T T T T 11 s Pioneer iControlAV5
A terrific 4K-equipped 55in Benefit from Dolby (free, Android and iOS)
set packed with plenty of Atmos technology, An intuitive, easy-to-use

good connectivity and
classy performance.

alternative to the player's
supplied remote control.
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DSP8000SE
LOUDSPEAKER OF
THE YEAR CES 2015

Meridian’s DSP8ooo0 Special Edition
Digital Active Loudspeaker.

The most lifelike-sounding loudspeakers Meridian has ever made,
bringing the authentic sound of the studio into your home.
Experience Meridian for yourself at your nearest retailer —
call 0330 134 5486 or visit
meridian-audio.com/store-locator

MQA

musicischanging.com meridian-audio.com



FIRST TESTS WIRELESS SPEAKER

Ultimate Ears Megaboom | Wireless speaker | £250

Megaboom? No. it’s far better than that

UE (Ultimate Ears) already has a couple of
portable wireless speakers in its arsenal: the
Mini Boom and Boom. The latter is a firm
office favourite and five-star product, but
the range has recently spawned a big
brother, the UE Megaboom.

To look at it, you'd think it was simply a
larger version of the much-loved Boom.

And you'd be right. It shares the same
cylindrical design and styling, including the
natty ‘plasma-coated’ finish which UE but you can't charge
claims is stain resistant and waterproof to
an IPX7 rating. So it should survive being
dunked in a metre of water for 30 minutes. We start with some classic hip-hop -
The speaker is topped and tailed in a Grandmaster Flash's White Lines does the
rubberised material, which also runs down trick - and the UE'’s punchy, energetic
the middle of the speaker, incorporating a delivery comes straight to the fore. The
couple of volume control buttons as it goes. track’s bassline sounds weighty and taut
(but never mega-boomy, ironically) and the
Lie down to recharge speaker never skips a beat. The UE's ability
On top of the speaker are power and pairing to disperse sound really stands out too, and
buttons (you can also pair using NFC on you're able to enjoy a decent spread of
compatible smartphones). On the bottom, sound from various positions.
there’s a 3.5mm auxiliary input and a
micro-USB socket for charging. A composed, focused sound
One thing to point out here is it's tricky Yet even with this great expanse of sound,
listening to the speaker while it's charging. the UE still manages to keep its composure
If you want to, you really need to lie it on and focus. There's solidity and precision
its side or stand it upside down, neither of through the bass, midrange and treble. It's
which does the sound any favours. On the an enthusiastic listen, bristling with life.
plus side, once it's charged you should be Music is well-balanced, even if highs aren’t
able to enjoy around 20 hours of the ultimate in refinement.
uninterrupted playback, unless you need to Playing a spot of classical music proves
take a phone call using the built-in mic. the Megaboom has a more subtle, delicate
The speaker is designed to stand upright, side too. Sooth your senses with a bit of
so using the volume controls means Swan Lake and the Megaboom is happy to
gripping the speaker and giving them a firm slow the pace, and let its excellent dynamics
press. Press and hold both buttons and the take over. Strings and woodwind rise and
speaker chirps up, telling you the fall freely as the tune flows along.
percentage of battery-life left. Of course,
you're more likely to alter the volume via A top addition to the range
your smartphone, which also shows a The Megaboom is a great addition to UE's
battery-life indicator for the UE. family of wireless speakers - indeed, it's
arguably the most polished performer in
Extra features via the app the range. Battery life and build quality are
To do that, you'll need to download UE's The volume buttons excellent, and whether you use it indoors or
app for i0S and Android. This opens up all are on the side, which outside, you're in for a musical treat.
the speaker's extra features such as the makes adjusting them

alarm clock function and “Double Up". somewhat awkward
Double Up allows you to hook two
Megabooms together (or one Mega and
one normal Boom) to listen in stereo.

The app also gives you access to the UE's
sound settings. There are four presets: ‘The
Standard’, ‘Bass Jump’, ‘Cramped Spaces’
and ‘Voices'. We'd steer clear of the last
three. They play around with the sound
balance, but in our opinion don't improve
sound quality - indeed, in most instances

Rating [TTTTT1

FOR Solid, waterproof build; good looks; fires
out a punchy, exciting sound; good battery life
AGAINST Difficult to charge and listen at the
same time; treble sounds a little unrefined

VERDICT Megaboom in name not nature, this
Bluetooth speaker is a talented performer

Even with this expanse of sound, Y o =

they make it sound worse. the UE Still manages to keep its Bowers & Wilkins
Wed stick with ‘The Standard’ mode or, if - T7£300 [T 1111

you want to turn the bass down a notch COl‘npOSU.l‘e a.nd focuS. There S A premium Bluetooth

from that, tap the Custom mode and drop S Olldlty and preCiSion here speaker oozing style

the EQ levels to zero. and substance
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Revolution in design. Revolution in sound.

Revolution XT lives up to its name, marking a major leap forward in loudspeaker design and the realisation of some of Tannoy’s most radical
and forward thinking technologies.

Retaining the classic trapezoid shape from its multi award-winning predecessor, the new Revolution XT cabinets now feature a radical
reflex-coupled dual-cavity design. This optimises performance of the all-new Omnimagnet™ Dual Concentric™ driver across extremely low

to mid-bass frequencies. The complex internal design is further perfected with an integrated plinth that provides a uniform and predictable
low frequency interface to the listening environment, delivering the deepest bass notes with ease.

Dynamic, engaging and articulate, yet incredibly easy to set-up and place in any room, Tannoy’s Revolution XT is a true revolution in sound.

TANNOY tanmoy.com



Our SuperUniti all-in-one player will
unleash your digital music, from high-
resolution audio files to Spotify playlists.
Its analogue heart is an integrated
amplifier backed by over 40 years of
engineering knowledge to offer
countless years of musical enjoyment.
Just add speakers.

Next-generation music systems,
hand-built in Salisbury, England.

/haim\

Discover more at naimaudio.com Go Deeper



DAC/STEREO AMPLIFIER FIRST TESTS

Creative Sound Blaster X7 (withupgrade power supply) | DAC/stereo amplifier | £430

Power pack can‘'t quite shapeup

We're astonished at just how much
Creative has packed into the Sound
Blaster X7's distinctive casework. It's

a digital-to-analogue converter and
stereo amplifier but, intriguingly, also
has Dolby Digital decoding built in.
Research the X7 and it's clear that
gamers are a priority, the unit's

features aiming to make the soundtrack
of games more immersive and
communication between players easier.

Decoding limits

We're curious about the Dolby Digital
decoding. It works, of course, getting us

a decent sound from Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles (on DVD), but for home cinema fans
we think Creative has been a little
half-hearted here. The X7 won't decode DTS
soundtracks, and the high-resolution audio
of Blu-ray is off the menu too.

You'll also need external power
amplification (or active speakers) for
surround sound, and the line-level outputs
are an odd mixture of RCAs for the fronts
and 3.5mm for the surrounds, centre and
sub. If surround sound is a priority we think
a stand-alone receiver such as Yamaha's
RX-V377 (now down to £180) is a better bet.

We're not wholly convinced by the
Sound Blaster's stereo performance either.
Our review sample came with Creative's
upgrade power supply option. Going for the
standard version will save £100 over the
price we've quoted, but also results in a
notably lower peak power into difficult-to-
drive speakers. Oddly, there isn't much
power difference between the two power
supply options - the standard one is only a
couple of watts down on the 22W-per-
channel delivery of the upgrade option.

Full featuring
The on-board DAC is 24-bit/192Khz-capable.
It can be accessed through a micro USB, if
you're using a computer, or optical if you
want to connect a games console or DVD
player. There's also a full-size USB 2.0
socket to connect Android and iOS devices,
and it works without issue as long as you've
also downloaded the X7's app. Analogue
users are catered for with a single RCA
stereo input. Want to go wireless? There's
Bluetooth, with NFC to ensure quick pairing.
While we appreciate all that connectivity
we can't help wishing the Sound Blaster X7
sounded better. It's not terrible by any
means, but it lacks the entertainment value
suggested by its name and demanded by
the price point. Remember, NAD's excellent
D3020 has many of the Creative's features
(bar Dolby Digital decoding) and costs less.
We start off using our resident MacBook
as source. The sound through a pair of

Creative has lived up to its name

when it comes to the Sound Blaster's
external design, which is sure to
turn heads. The finish is plastic

though, andit's flimsier
than it looks.

Sennheiser Momentum headphones is
tonally balanced and shows a decent degree
of refinement. Detail levels are fair, but the
unit is outclassed by something like
Audioquest’s Dragonfly (£130) when it
comes to outright resolution, dynamic
expression and rhythmic drive. We also try
Grado's more ambitious PS500s (£500)
headphones to see how the Sound Blaster
copes with something more ambitious, but
the Creative doesn't have the talent to make
this a worthwhile exercise.

USE IT WITH
Various artists Appl e
We try a range of files from Eminem’s
Mockingbird (192kbps) to Hans Zimmer's MaCBOOk
The Dark Knight Rises OST 24-bit/192ktz)  1apPtop

and find that the X7 isn't particularly fussy Any laptop will do as

about genre. It's listenable, reasonably

articulate but not particularly insightful. quality music files

long as it hosts good-

The dedicated app for the X7 (i0OS and
Android) has an impressive range of
settings. Many of the functions improve
one aspect of the sound at the cost of
another. The ‘SBX' switch on the front panel
improves clarity and punch but unbalances
the sound tonally, adding an unnatural
amount of bass to the proceedings.

We try the X7 with speakers from
Wharfedale's Diamond 220s and B&W's 685
S2s to ATC's SCM11s, and the find the unit's
character unchanged. It's a decent listen,
but there isn't much in the way of
transparency or insight into the music.
Even the upgraded power supply fitted to
our unit fails to deliver the drive and
dynamics the price deserves.

The Creative's spec sheet promises
much, but it doesn't really deliver sonically.
Our money would go elsewhere unless we
could get one with a very hefty discount.

Rating [T T¥%

FOR Fully featured; Bluetooth connectivity;
agile sound; tonally balanced; distinctive look
AGAINST Price puts it up against some tough
competition; low on insight and dynamic thrust

VERDICT A decent performer but one that's
easily bettered by the likes of NAD's D3020

Also consider
NAD D3020
£400 [T 1T I 111
Want a compact amp
with high-quality DAC
and Bluetooth? Buy this
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For more news, reviews and
buying advice, visit whathifi.com

4K content: The
revolution will be
televised, but how?

From 4K Blu-ray to broadcasts and streaming

helack of 4K content has  video content, including five your TV. The BBC and Sky have
I been a key concern that's series of Breaking Bad. Amazon carried out successful tests, so
checked the rise of Ultra has around 90 hours of 4K they do know what's required to
HD TV. Is that about to change? content and features 26 films. bring 4K to your home. What's
YouTube offers some 4K more, a recent BBC survey not
4K on demand content in the UK, too, but only made clear the company
Netflix launched its Ultra HD otherwise that's your lot in the was investigating 4K broadcasts
streaming service last April. It streaming world. Ultraflix, but also suggested that a
has been followed by Amazon currently available in the US, is
Prime Instant Video. Provided one to look out for, tipped as it is
you've got the necessary kit, to bring its 600 hours of Ultra
what do you get for your money?  HD content to Samsung and
Netflix, our favourite video Sony TVs very soon.
subscription service, is,
surprisingly, yet to offer any Live TV and kicking...
films in 4K. Its 4K service The bottom line is that you can't
consists of 80 hours of TV and yet watch live 4K broadcasts on

number of households could
benefit from 4K based on
average screen sizes and viewing
distances. Meanwhile, strong
rumours suggest BT and Sky will
introduce 4K boxes sooner
rather than later this year. So
plans are definitely afoot.

Getting in a spin

And we will now get 4K Ultra HD

Blu-ray discs, with the first titles

due to hit the shelves this year.
It's expected that these discs

fix and will support High Dynamic
Range technologies and sport a

 currently offer around 170 | :
T VIS arou_nd L wider colour gamut as well. The
hours of 4K streaming

final specs are due to be
confirmed by mid-2015, and we

could well see 4K Blu-ray discs
on sale in time for Christmas.

All told: the scarcity of 4K
content is finally being (slowly)
addressed. And by the end of
2015, the option to watch 4K
streams, broadcasts and discs
could all be a reality...

\

BN
1KTV
FACTS AND STATS

200,000-4K TVssold
in the UK during 2014

£1000 - average cost
ofanUltraHD4K TV
(December 2014)

10-15%- 4K's predicted
share of 2015 UK TV sales

2-3.5million - forecast
sales figuresfor4KTVs
inthe UK by 2018

90 per cent - projected
share of large screen sales
tobe Ultra HD by 2017

75-4K TV models due
forrelease this year

——

22 wwwwhathificom



-
‘Are people
prepared to
adopt a new 4K
disc format?”

Content editor Pete Hayman

here are still plenty of people yet to be convinced by
the concept of Ultra HD 4K TV. Even for the most

committed AV enthusiast, the prospect of splashing
out on a new TV might feel somewhat premature given the
lack of content. It's hard to argue.

And yes, to an extent we're still being kept waiting, amid
reports of trials, breakthroughs and more - but there can be
no disputing progress is slowly but surely being made. 2015
is set to be the year it all comes to a head, but which way is
the market most likely to go?

Getting a 4K TV is the easy bit. It's evident that prices are
starting to tumble, and that's no surprise judging by just
how many 4K sets we expect to hit the shelves in the UK
this year. It's ever more likely that your next TV will be 4K.

BBC and Sony have been

trialling 4K broadcasting

It's clear the content is now coming, too. Netflix and
Amazon's 4K services will surely grow only larger over the
coming months - and we can't rule out new services.
Streaming seems likely to be the easiest route to 4K
adoption in the home.

4K broadcasts might be the next most likely option, and
also provides relatively few barriers for adoption. Sky and
BT will need a new box no doubt, while the Beeb shouldn't
be lagging too far behind given its recent trials.

So what about 4K Blu-rays? They're due by the end of
the year, but the hurdle is hardware. A sole Panasonic
prototype is all we've seen. And how many people are
prepared to spend money on a new disc format? The BDA
says the discs will offer higher bitrates than online 4K
streams, so the hook looks likely to be better quality. And
that's something we're always happy to get behind.
Interesting times...

) 1¢):2-] New launches

Rega turntable, Q Acoustics
speakers, Canton soundbase
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* Pioneer DJ headphones

The HDJ-2000MK?2s feature 50mm drivers
and are aimed at wannabe (and real) DJs and
lovers of dance music. They are on sale now
for £260. Check the news story for more
details. http://whfcm/PioneerDJMK2

Want a soundbase that benefits from minimalist Scandinavian

design? The Model Cinema might be for you. It's Geneva'’s first TV
soundbase and features DSP technology, Bluetooth streaming, and
analogue and digital inputs. Geneva has turned out some excellent
wireless speakers, so this is one to watch. http://whf.cm/ModelCinema

1 Geneva Model Cinema £550

©

Another first, this time from Epson. The LS10000 is the

company’s debut laser projector. It features Ultra HD 4K
“enhancement technology” and claims to deliver Epson’s widest
colour gamut yet. It comes with a long-life light source of up to
30,000 hours, is 3D-ready and can power-up and project an image in
just 20 seconds. More details online: http://whf.cm/Epson4K

2 Epson EH-LS10000 £tbc

New launches

The new 3000 Series sits alongside the existing 2000

Series and comprises two standmounters, a
floorstanding pair, a subwoofer and a centre channel.
Unsurprisingly, Q Acoustics claims the 3000 Series are "the
best loudspeakers on the planet for the money”. The team
claims to have learned from the Concept 20 range,
introducing a thicker baffle, an improved cone material and
making upgrades to the crossover. The range starts from
£140.Full details are online: http://whf.cm/QAcoustics3000

(4]

3 QAcoustics 3000 Series from £140

To commemorate Record Store Day 2015, Rega has produced

500 special editions of its RP1 turntable, on'sale for £250. The
deck comes complete with Rega’s Carbon cartridge and carries the
Record Store Day logo. Other features are the same as the regular
RP1: the RB101tonearm, a "plug-and-play” design and a Phenolic resin
flywheel-effect platter. Rega is the main sponsor of Record Store Day
2015, which takes place on April 18th. http://whf.cm/RegaRPIRSD

1 Rega RP1Record Store Day Edition £250
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is a USB DAC/headphone amp for Macs and
PCs. Apogee Electronics has 30 years of

experience in the digital audio business,

working on audio filters and recording

technology. The Groove has a Quad Sum

DAC, supports 24-bit/192kHz

high-res audio and has a USB 2.0

connection. http://whf.cm/

ApogeeGroove

5 Apogee Groove £tbc The Apogee Groove



FULL OF COLOURS
FULL OF SOUND

Libratone wireless speakers are probably the only speakers in E
the world with their own wardrobe. Changeable wool covers
are available in 11 colours to match any style or decér.

1. 0. 0. 0.8,

Libratone Zipp WIFI/BT
February 2015

LIBRATONE ZIPP

WIFI/BT Pepper Black or Salty Grey

£299.95 s

Portable speaker with
up to 8 hours battery

EXTRA ZIPP COVER
£39.95 SRP

LIBRATONE LOOP

WIFI/BT Pepper Black

£349.95 sw

Flexible sound system with
replaceable covers

EXTRA LOOP COVER
£49.95 SRP

COLOUR UP WITH A FREE COVER!
Buy a Libratone ZIPP, LOOP or DIVA and get a free extra

wool cover from our vast colour range with online registration.
Go to libratone.com and see our full range of colours.

LIBRATONE DIVA

Pepper Black

£649.95 5w

All-in-one soundbar
and music system

EXTRA DIVA COVER
£69¢95 SRP

LIBRAT%NE

360 Scandinavian™



STEREO SPEAKERS £400-£600

SUPERTEST



ONTEST

B&W 68552 p28

Cabasse MT32 Antigua p29

ElacBS73p30

Epos K1p31

Focal Aria 905 p32

Tannoy Revolution XT 6 p33
Triangle Esprit Titus EZ p34

Whatever your reason, we think you'll find your next hi-fi purchase
in the next few pages. These seven standmount units are really good.
The Bowers & Wilkins 685 S2s are the ones to beat here. Our current
Award-winner and office favourite, these talented speakers blew us away
when we first heard them a year ago. Do they still have the same effect?
B&W has some serious competition at this price. We have the first set from
Tannoy's spruced-up Revolution XT range, and French manufacturer Triangle
also dazzled us recently with its elegant speakers - could they sail through
to the final reckoning? Joining them are brand new entries from Cabasse,
Elac, Epos and Focal, making this one of the most nail-biting tests to grace
our listening rooms in a while. We're excited to find out who wins. Join us.

Your first pair of speakers? Or maybe you're looking for an upgrade.

STEREO SPEAKERS SUPERTEST

For a full list of specifications and
other useful info visit whathifi.com
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SUPERTEST STEREO SPEAKERS

B&W 685 S2 £500 s x5+

The original 685s were
instant stars in their
class, but the
well-judged
improvements
brought by the S2s
ensure these speakers
continue to stand out

28 wwwwhathificom

“They're the speakers we'd put on to
get our friends into hi-fi, and we can't
think of a better reason to recommend
the new B&W 685s.” That's what we
said about the S2s when we first tested
them and, exactly a year later, we still
feel the same.

For a £500 pair of standmounters
these speakers are superb. No other
speaker in this price category comes
close to the sheer power and dynamic
punch that they provide. Their layer
upon layer of detail unearths nuance
and texture that render instruments
and vocals startlingly realistic.

Well-toned muscle

Nirvana's Smells Like Teen Spirit hits
you like a wall of sound, the 685s
packing in so much muscle and depth
to the low end that you feel the
aggression coursing through the grungy
guitars and attacking drums. Basslines
plunge deep, rumbling along with
control and enthusiasm.

Each note stops and starts with neat
precision. The rhythm is fast, punchy
and agile - these speakers certainly
know how to have fun.

Dynamically, the B&Ws are hugely
impressive. They communicate the
shifts in tone and the build up of

tension in The Dead Weather's 60 Feet
Tall with stunning subtlety, while the
top end is free to soar in a clear,
spacious soundfield. Vocals are nicely
expressive, full of emotion in a way that
really draws you into each song.

The S2s are revealing enough for you
to hear exactly which of your albums
are recorded poorly, but instead of
making a fuss they simply apply their
trademark gusto to deliver the most
enjoyable performance possible. Play
your old records through these 685s
and you'll feel like you're hearing them
for the very first time - it's a thrilling
performance.

Added protection
The cabinet itself is sturdy, and the
chunky speakers come in black or white
finishes. Next to the gorgeous Triangle
Esprit Titus EZ speakers the S2s feel
just a little plain, but they look pretty
smart when perched on decent stands.
B&W's distinctive yellow woven
Kevlar mid/bass cone is certainly
eye-catching, but what makes us jump
with joy is the sight of a metal grille
over the previously uncovered tweeter.
It aids dispersion and means stray
fingers will no longer be able to
callously dent the delicate metal.

The S2 version was seven years in
the making - plenty of time for B&W to
work on the updates to the original
685s. Tweaks include improving the
tweeter dome's rigidity to increase
precision, and decoupling the unit from
the cabinet to reduce vibration. There's
also a new mushroom-shaped plug at
the centre of the mid/bass driver for
better damping. The result is a tauter,
punchier bass than the original, and a
clear treble that integrates smoothly
with the rest of the frequencies.

A rare breed

The 685 S2s remain one of the most
captivating speakers we've heard at this
price. The agile, musical Triangle Esprit
Titus EZs are the only others in this test
able to worry them. We urge you to
listen to the B&Ws - we guarantee they'll
leave you with a huge grin on your face.

Rating * * % x %

FOR Powerful, muscular sound; clear, precise
and agile; deep, rich bass; stunning detail
AGAINST The Triangle speakers are just a tad
more agile, and better finished

VERDICT There's no stopping B&W - these
hugely thrilling 685s remain firm favourites




Cabasse MT32 Antigua £500 «xxx-

Unassuming in their
appearance, the MT32s
nevertheless employ a
tweeter that's based
on a premium design
used in Cabasse’s
flagship speakers

A big, spacious sound that's hugely
enjoyable to listen to. If that sounds like
your cup of tea, you must have a listen
to the Cabasse MT32 Antigua speakers.

Playing with the big boys

Yes, they're rather big for bookshelf
speakers, but they do the job expected
of their size: delivering a huge,
room-filling sound that's wonderfully
open and pleasant to listen to. Hans
Zimmer compositions sound grand and
dynamic, while Nina Simone’s soulful
voice is enveloping and full of warmth.

They have the kind of smooth detail
that's wonderfully easy on the ears
without sacrificing too much sonic
integrity. Harsh or coarse edges on a
recording are ironed out. The top end
soars high and open, while voices are
projected clearly.

The bass is full-bodied and eager to
please, although the Antiguas don't
quite deliver the punchy, commanding
performance we were expecting from
speakers of this size. We'd like a bit

more rumble and impact at the low-end.

A tauter, more agile presentation - such
as that found in the rival B&W 685 S2s
and Triangle Esprit Titus EZs - would
do wonders for the Cabasse’s slightly
laid-back performance.

The staccato rhythm of Trent Reznor
and Atticus Ross's On We March needs a
stricter sense of timing than the MT32s
supply, but the speakers get by with the
wide arc of sound they dish out. Voices
could have more depth, too, while the
easy dynamics that we like so much
could be more subtle in the way they
shift and soar.

Sure, these Cabasses are not quite
as revealing as their aforementioned
rivals, but it's impossible not to love
that rich, open sound. It's inviting and
full of enthusiasm - we could happily
spend hours listening to these speakers.

Give them room

Big and boxy, although surprisingly
light, these speakers demand quite a lot
of space in your listening room. It's not
just because they're large bookshelf
speakers, it's also because they sound
best when given plenty of space. Push
them too close to the wall and not only
will you exaggerate the quality of the
languid bass, you'll also lose a
significant amount of that wonderful
sense of space.

Available in ebony or walnut finishes,
the speakers are well built and finished,
even if their plain appearance looks a
little severe.

The MT32 Antiguas may look
humble, but their heritage can be traced
back to Cabasse’s high-end speakers.
The 'MT’ in the name stands for
‘midrange tweeter’, which is the DOM
37 tweeter - a design derived from the
technology used in the flagship La
Sphere and L'Ocean speakers (both
with six-figure price tags). We wish they
had retained some of those speakers’
extravagant spherical design, too.

Easy-going nature

The main impression we take away
from the MT32 Antiguas is just how
easy and enjoyable they are to listen to.
They're not quite precise, punchy or
revealing enough to worry the best in
this class but their spacious sound is
unrivalled at this price. If you have the
space for them, these Cabasses will do
their best to entertain you.

Rating * % % K 3

FOR Huge, spacious sound; smooth detail;
full-bodied; easy to listen to; good build
AGAINST Bass can get boomy if near a wall;
rivals offer greater insight and precision

VERDICT A huge sense of scale and a smooth
presentation give an enjoyable, easy listen
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SUPERTEST STEREO SPEAKERS

ElIacBS 73 £440 s«x s

These are beautifully
assembled speakers,
available in white or
black - they certainly
feel worth the money
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The Elac BS 73s could have been a
great pair of speakers. A lack of
excitement and dynamic subtlety,
however, means that they aren't
quite the fully fledged entertainer
we hope for when it comes to
mid-priced standmounters.

The BS 73s get off to a good start. The
jangly-blues guitars on Hot Tuna’s The
Terrible Operation sound solid and
detailed, with a good amount of weight
to the bottom end. Drums hit with a
satisfying thump in Green Day's
Hitchin’ A Ride, although we'd like more
punch and vigour to the presentation.

In better company
Listened to on their own, the BS 73s
sound perfectly fine. There are no harsh
edges, and the drivers integrate
smoothly. Set against their rivals,
however, you'll notice they're quite
dynamically restricted, their treble
doesn't shine as sweetly as the
competition, and there's a lack of
subtlety to the otherwise solid sound.
The Elacs struggle to give the horns
and strings in John Williams's Hymn To
The Fallen the space to soar, and the
sweeping music doesn't have the
emotional pull to draw you in. The Epos
K1s (the Elacs’ closest rivals at £400)

may not have the pleasing weight and
depth to the bass that the Elacs do, but
they're a much livelier and more open
performer. Instruments sound more
detailed through the Epos speakers,
and there's a greater spark of
excitement at the top end.

Energy issues

The BS 73s seem to come up short of
fully unleashing their potential energy
and dynamic range, with the bass
sounding ponderous when it should be
punchy and agile. As a result, music
lacks drive and excitement. We'd like a
touch more clarity too - the edges of
notes can sound a little blurred.

We'd recommend letting the BS 73s
run in for at least a few hours before
settling down for serious listening, as
they sound quite sluggish when played
out of the box. Take care with
partnering equipment, too. The agile
and full-bodied presentation of the
excellent Rega Brio-R amplifier would
liven up the BS 73s’ sound.

Elac has chosen a minimalist look for
the BS 73s, offering just two finishes:
white or black. Build quality is great -
the speakers feel solid and the smooth
finish is pristine. You definitely feel like

you're getting your money's worth here.

For anyone concerned with space,
these are fairly compact speakers, with
a15cm mid/bass driver that takes up
nearly the entire width of the cabinet.
They won't look out of place in a small
room. Be wary of poking the 25mm
soft-dome tweeter - it sticks out,
unprotected, and we'd feel more
comfortable if there were some sort of
cover shielding it from probing fingers.

Fighting with the big boys

The Elac speakers are in formidable
company. They do have price on their
side (£440 is only a notch up from the
budget speaker price range) but then
the superb Award-winning B&W 685
S2s are another short jump up at £500.
The Elacs are decent speakers, but they
need to offer greater clarity and
precision, and a punchier rhythm,

to compete with the very best.

Rating % % % 5 ¥

FOR Solid, weighty sound; decent detail;
quality of build and finish; compact; price
AGAINST Lack drive, excitement and
subtlety; could be more open and dynamic

VERDICT A decent if unexciting-sounding
pair of speakers that just miss the mark




EPOS K1 £400 wxxxs

The Epos KT's fascia is
pure, with only aslot
port and the drivers to
break the line.
Optional magnetic
snap-on grilles are
also available

The Epos K1 bookshelf speakers are
ideal if you're on a tight budget, have a
small listening area and are looking for
decent performance. At £400, these
compact speakers are a tempting offer.

There's lots we like about the Epos
Kls. They sound solid and lively. Detail
definition is decent, with enough
energy and dynamics to get you
snapping your fingers and tapping your
feet in time with the music. It'sa
smooth, weighty sound that's a
pleasant listen.

Complex problems
We like the even tonal balance of the
speakers. There are no hard, bright
edges to the horns in Quincy Jones's
Blues In The Night. Nor does the bassline
in The White Stripes’ Seven Nation Army
turn into a woolly, booming monster.
The Kls give a performance to match
their capabilities - and price range - and
while they may not be as transparent,
precise or powerful as class rivals, they
deliver an inoffensive sound that's easy
to listen to. On the flip side, they can
be overwhelmed by complex
arrangements. They don't quite have
the authority and subtlety to fully
convey the dramatic, dynamic
upheavals in Hans Zimmer's The Dark

Knight soundtrack, and we could do
with more nuance and clarity from
voices here too.

It's always worth bearing in mind,
though, that the K1s cost £400. The
Award-winning B&W 685 S2s offer
more excitement and insight, but they
will cost you a hundred quid more. The
Cabasse MT32 Antigua speakers (also
£500) offer a bigger, wider soundstage,
too, but the K1s have a more focused
soundfield that's best suited to smaller
rooms - they would be lost in a large
listening space.

The Epos Kls are simplicity defined.
Our review sample’s white finish is
startlingly minimal, with no distinct
markings or branding on the clear,
smooth fascia. The two drivers (a 25mm
tweeter and a 15cm mid/bass driver)
are similarly plain: all black, with no
visible screws or any shiny accents.

Minimal fuss

The minimalist design will appeal to
many, while others may find it a touch
too stark. Next to the distinctive
designs of the Triangle Esprit Titus EZ
and B&W 685 S2 speakers, the Epos Kls
look rather nondescript. The speakers
are nicely made, though: edges are
smooth, build quality is sturdy and

there's the option to biwire them. You
can also get the Kls in black, while a
wood finish will be available later in
the year. Magnetic snap-on grilles are
also available for £30 per pair.

Active transformation
The K1s do have a neat trick up their
sleeve: you can transform them into a
pair of active speakers. The removable
rear baffle (held on with screws) makes
it easy to switch the passive crossover
for an active alternative (an upgrade
Epos will be releasing later this year).
Sure, if you shell out an extra £100,
you get the astounding B&W 685 S2s.
This may seem like a reasonable jump,
but for some, £400 is the absolute
limit. And the Epos K1s make a
convincing case for themselves. They
may not be the most exciting, but don't
overlook them.

Rating * * %k

FOR Solid, lively sound; decent detail and
dynamics; smooth listen; good build; price
AGAINST Rivals sound more exciting,
detailed and powerful

VERDICT Not the most captivating or musical,
but a pleasing spealer all the same
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SUPERTEST STEREO SPEAKERS

Focal Aria 905 £600 x5+~

From solidity of build
to fidelity of sound
reproduction, the Aria
905s cut an impressive
figure. The 13cm cone
is made of flax, which is
light and well damped
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If you want a serious sound for serious
money, the Focal Aria 905s are just the
ticket. Their ability to deliver each
thread of sound with the utmost
competency is commendable - even if
it comes at the cost of a little bit of fun.

Crisp, clear and precise, the Focal
905s are a hugely accomplished pair of
speakers. Detail is abundant, and
delivered with unerring control.

The stops and starts of notes are
punctual. The staccato, electronic-
sounding drum beats in the intro to
Radiohead'’s 15 Step are organised and
hit their mark, while the Aria 905s
confidently handle the dynamic shift
into the more melodic, soothing guitar
strums. The tinkling xylophone in
Alt-J's Ms sounds sweet but also has a
bite to it, while the taut bassline does a
great job keeping in time with the
nimble rhythm.

Clinical efficiency

The Focals are ruthlessly efficient -
they know exactly how each
instrument should sound, how to
convey a vocal nuance, how far the
dynamics are allowed to soar, and how
tightly controlled the entire rhythm
needs to be. We just wish they would
let loose and have some fun.

Next to the unbridled power and
gleeful punch of the B&W 685 S2s, the
Focals sound a little too controlled and
serious. The Award-winning B&W
speakers plunge ahead and have fun
playing whatever you throw at them;
they don't shy away from digging up
grungy, crunchy textures around a
bassline. The nasal twang in Stevie
Nicks' voice on You Can't Fix This is
politely subdued through the Focals.
The B&Ws sound more soulful.

Placing the speakers close to a wall
adds some much-needed heft to the
sound. The Focals’ mature presentation
is admirable, but a touch more heart
and emotion would make it a truly
engaging performance.

Varied material
Wood, glass, leather and metal - there's
a lot happening with the Focal
speakers’ design. The various materials
and panels are fitted together expertly,
and the solid, sturdy build shows how
much work has been put into these
£600 speakers. You get the choice of a
high-gloss black or walnut finish too.
Some may find the design a bit too
hectic, especially when compared with
the simpler, more elegant designs of
the Triangle Esprit Titus EZs or the

B&W 685 S2s. Focal's signature
inverted-dome tweeter adds a
distinctive touch, however, while the
13cm flax cone’s well damped character
ensures the 905s’ precise nature.

Unwanted prints

The finish isn't faultless. The leather
base of our review sample was easily
damaged by Blu-Tack (which we often
use to fix speakers to stands), and the
glass top is a fingerprint magnet.

The Focals have all the right
ingredients, but they lack a touch of
spice and zest. Confidence and
competence are excellent qualities -
and for some, just what they're looking
for - but we want speakers that enjoy
playing music as much as we enjoy
listening to it. These are talented
speakers, but it wouldn't hurt the Focals
to let their hair down and have more fun.

Rating * % % K¢

FOR Precise, crisp and confident sound; plenty
of clear detail; taut, agile timing; build quality

AGAINST Need more punch and enjoyment;

finish needs more attention; busy design

VERDICT A mature, confident performance
that gets nearly everything right




Tannoy Revolution XT 6 £600 «xxx-

This next-generation
speaker is definitely
worthy of the lauded
Revolution name, even
ifitsintegrated plinth
makes life tricky if you
want to use stands

When a hi-fi manufacturer reinvents
one of its most successful ranges, we're
excited and cautious in equal measure.

Tannoy's new Revolution XT range
has the weight of expectation behind
it. The original Revolution series
spawned many Award-winners, so it's
only natural to expect great things
from this redesigned range. The XT 6
standmounters are the first to come
under our scrutiny. And we've come
away excited.

Game played with enthusiasm
Play The Imitation Game soundtrack
and the XT 6s zing through the fluid
piano chords and the soaring strings
with alacrity. These are nimble, speedy
speakers. Give them a synth-heavy
Nine Inch Nails track, or the lilting,
exotic vocal quirks of Bjork, and the XT
6s will happily deliver each note in a
precise, attacking manner.

The Tannoys deliver a wide arc
of sound, with plenty of space for
individual strands to breathe. Detail
is crisp and refined, with the
midrange sounding particularly
fluid and expressive.

We'd like a bit more weight and
muscle to the XT 6s' sound, though.
The XT 6s have a lean presentation -

great for agility and timing, but less
good for the layers of rich, textured
detail needed to fully engage our
attention. Rivals offer a punchier, more
full-bodied sound that's more
satisfying to listen to.

The squelchy bassline in Wildfire
by Sbtrkt never puts a toe out of line,
but it's not quite as rumbling and
textured as it should be. The grungy,
thumping drum beats in Marilyn
Manson's Killing Strangers lack the
muscle needed for a satisfying impact.
B&W's 685 S2s (£500) have the
appropriate weight and power to
show exactly how it's done.

We'd recommend placing the
Tannoy speakers close to a wall, as it
adds some solidity and punch to the
sound. Be wary of partnering the
speakers with any bright-sounding
equipment, too, as you don't want to
exaggerate that lean character.

Elegant and functional

The XT 6s look smart. The trapezoid
cabinet (the shape helps reduce
internal standing waves) is as sturdy
and beautifully made as ever. The ‘XT"
in the name stands for ‘extra
technology’, reflecting the changes
on the new series.

Firstly, Tannoy's signature Dual
Concentric driver has been redesigned
to improve the integration between the
tweeter and mid/bass driver, but the
more obvious change is the addition of
a fixed plinth. There's a downward-
firing port that exits into the gap
between the cabinet bottom and
plinth, which makes sense when the
XT 6s are standing on a table or on a
bookshelf. But ideally you want to
place them on dedicated stands, and in
that context they can look awkward.
We'd like a sleeker design.

Compelling sound

These Tannoys are certainly speakers
to watch out for. Their fluid, light-
footed presentation and crisp detail are
pretty compelling - we just wish there
were more brawn and richness to the
sound they produce.

Rating * % % % 5

FOR Crisp, clear, attacking sound; brilliantly
agile and precise; refined dynamics; fine build
AGAINST Rivals offer greater detail and more
authority; awkward plinth

VERDICT Brilliantly speedy, fluid and refined
speakers that look smart and sound exciting
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SUPERTEST STEREO SPEAKERS

Triangle Esprit Titus EZ £600 »x++

You might not find
these speakers as
readily available as
those from more
prominent marques,
but their zesty sound is
worth tracking down
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Look at that shiny tweeter horn. Look
at it. Listen to that exciting, captivating
sound. Can you blame us for being a
little bit in love with the Triangle
Esprit Titus EZs?

The Triangle speakers race across
Public Broadcasting Service's Gagarin
with unfettered enthusiasm. The drums
hit with precision, while the taut strings
are funky and nicely textured. The
fanfares blare triumphantly - the surge
in dynamics is as subtle as it is rousing.
The Triangles capture the upbeat, agile
tone of the song perfectly, and their
energetic, insightful delivery is riveting.

Fit for action

Looking at their petite dimensions, you
wouldn't think the Tituses capable of
lashings of deep, cavernous bass. And
you'd be right, they aren’t. You'll have
to go for the B&W 685 S2 speakers if
you're after big-scale power and
low-end authority, but the zippy nature
of the Triangles make even the punchy
685s sound like they need a few miles
on the treadmill.

They're admirably precise and
transparent. The atonal, mangled tune
of Tom Waits' Bad As Me has befuddled
bigger, pricier speakers than the EZs,
but these compact bookshelf units take

it in their stride. The clangorous drums
and creeping, blues-tinged melody make
perfect sense through the Tituses, which
keep a taut hold on each instrumental
strand to deliver a thoroughly engaging
and cohesive performance.

Waits' intensity is palpable, his
voice veering between sinister and
cartoonish, and yet the Tituses
effortlessly convey each subtle nuance
and quirk of his performance.

The only chink in the Triangles’
armour is a rather excitable treble. It
sounds quite harsh and aggressive
when you listen to the speakers from
new. Give them a few days to run in,
though, and the top end smoothes out
considerably, sounding richer, fuller
and more integrated with the rest of the
frequencies. We'd still avoid partnering
the Tituses with any bright or hard-
sounding equipment, though.

Premium and no mistake
Compact and beautifully built, the
Tituses are hugely desirable speakers.
The walnut finish of our review sample
feels and looks of a premium quality - it
makes all other speakers at this price
look underdressed. If the woody look is
not your thing, white and black gloss
finishes are available for an extra £100.

The star attraction is that titanium
tweeter. Some in this office are
attracted to shiny things, but the
horn-loaded tweeter looks more
elegant than bling and the aggressively
pointy phase plug gives the design a
distinctive touch.

Getting the balance right

The mid/bass driver uses a new
cellulose cone that's been engineered
to strike the right balance between
lightness and rigidity. A listen to the
Titus’ taut, nimble low end shows the
hard work has paid off.

The Triangle Tituses might be
difficult to track down compared with
some better-known brands, but they're
worth the trouble. They're more than
just a pretty fascia, too: these gorgeous
speakers are talented enough to worry
our Award-winning B&W 685 S2s.

Rating * %% *

FOR Agile, enthusiastic presentation; insight
and articulation; impeccable finish; design
AGAINST Needs careful system matching;
rivals offer more low-end oomph

VERDICT Impressive in almost every way,
these gorgeous speakers are very tempting
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WHAT HI-FI?
AWARDS 2014

Accessories
Best speaker cable
QED XT40

THE RIGHT CHOICE

In the early 1970s, QED launched the iconic 79 Strand’ loudspeaker cable and changed
the world of Hi-Fi forever. For more than 40 years, our research and development team
has strengthened our reputation year on year; introducing cables which demonstrate
technical excellence, class leading sonic performance and offering truly outstanding
value for money.

Acclaimed worldwide, QED has won more prestigious ‘What Hi-Fi?" Awards than any
other brand and we are so confident in the quality of construction, every QED cable
comes with a LIFETIME GUARANTEE.

The QED Challenge: Any Time, Any Place, ..... Any Price.

Don't hesitate to compare QED cables to others costing far more.
The results will surprise you.

Make the right choice - choose QED.

A

== Discover more at www.ged.co.u



B&W 685 S2
£500

| TEST VERDICT

They've had to fight hard against varied and talented opposition, but the dynamic and subtle
B&W 685 S2s continue to keep their rivals at bay and claim the honours at this price

e have to hand it to them - all seven
speakers in this test performed
admirably. Each had a distinctive

sonic flavour that made us pay attention, and
we've come away elated that the mid-priced
bookshelf speakers market is saturated with
such competitive and entertaining options.

Two peas in a pod

Elac and Epos share many characteristics:
compact, minimalist design and a lower price
compared with rivals. But it's the Epos K1s that
win out here. They may not have the insight
and precision of the Triangles, but the Kls are
nicely detailed and have a smooth balance.
They cost just £400, too.

We wish the same could be said about the
Elac BS 73s. While they sound perfectly fine in
isolation they lack the energy and drive to
really grab our attention.

The Focal Aria 905s, on the other hand, are
serious about getting every aspect of their
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sonic performance right. The rhythm is
spot-on, the bass is taut and the top end soars
but never sharpens. They should be a shoo-in
for top marks, but they just lack the ability to
have fun. More expressive dynamics and extra
bass kick would help a lot.

If stark precision and control isn't your cup
of tea and you'd prefer to be enveloped in a
huge, spacious bubble of sound that’s utterly
pleasing to listen to, the Cabasse speakers are
the ones for you. They're full-bodied and
smooth without sacrificing too much detail,
and the eager attitude is hugely enjoyable, even
if the bass gets a little out of hand. Give these
big boxes some space in your room, and you'll
marvel at how open and expansive they sound.

Reputation maintained

Tannoy has a reputation to uphold, and we
think the company can hold its head up high
with the newly designed XT 6 speakers. More
muscle and weight to the low end wouldn't go

amiss, but the lean presentation means the
speakers can be agile, accurate and attacking.
We're in two minds about the look of that
integrated plinth, though.

And now we come to the two stars of this
test. The entertaining B&W 685 S2s have been
firm favourites for over a year, but the new
Triangle Esprit Titus EZs have wowed us with
their incredible agility and that gorgeous finish.
If we could give both of them the win we
would, but it's the B&Ws that ultimately get the
nod. The Triangles can be fussy with partnering
kit, they're £100 pricier, and harder to find - but
we'd make the effort as they're such a talented
and desirable pair of speakers.

The B&Ws remain unmatched when it comes
to dynamics, bass depth and punch, and they
have the subtlety and control to support that
immensely captivating sound. They're just so
much fun to listen to, and that’s what makes us
keep coming back to them. The 685 S2s are the
undeniable champions.



STEREO SPEAKERS SUPERTEST

B&W 685 S2

£500 % % % %k

Power handling 100W e Sensitivity
87dB e Impedance 8 ohms e Biwirable
Yes o Finishes 2 « Dimensions

35x19 x 32cm o Weight 7kg

[sound |1 | ] ]
ouid || | ]|
[ compatibiity | ] ] ] ]

Cabasse MT32 Antigua

£500 % % K K

Power handling 75W e Sensitivity
88dB e Impedance 8 ohms e Biwirable
No e Finishes 2 e Dimensions

41x 22 x 30cm » Weight 7.5kg

fsound || | ] |
ouid || | ]
| compativiity | | f ] ]

ElacBS 73

£440 Kk ki3

Power handling 70W e Sensitivity
87.5dB « Impedance 4 ohms e Biwirable
No e Finishes 2 ¢ Dimensions

30 x 18 x 27cm o Weight 5kg

[ sound || ] ]
uid ||| | ]
| compativility || ] ] ]

Epos K1

£400 %k % ki

Power handling 100W e Sensitivity
87dB ¢ Impedance 4 ohms e Biwirable
Yes o Finishes 2 ¢ Dimensions

31x19 x 25cm » Weight 6kg

fsound || [ ]|
ouid || [ ]|
[ compativiity | ] | ]|

Focal Aria 905

£600 * % K K

Power handling 100W e Sensitivity
89dB e Impedance 8 ohms e Biwirable
No e Finishes 3 e Dimensions

33 x21x25cm  Weight 6kg

sound 11 | ||
pouid |||
[ Compatibility 1] [}

Tannoy Revolution XT 6

£600 % % * %

Power handling 60W e Sensitivity
89dB e Impedance 8 ohms e Biwirable
Yes e Finishes 2 ¢ Dimensions

40 x 22 x 30cm ¢ Weight 7.5kg

fsound 11 ] ||
NN
[ compatibility 1] ] ||

Triangle Esprit Titus EZ

£600 % % % * k

Power handling 60W e Sensitivity
90dB ¢ Impedance 4 ohms e Biwirable
No e Finishes 3 e Dimensions 31x 17 x
27cm o Weight 6kg

sound P11 1|
uid 1| ]|
[ compatibiity || | |

Speaker placement: dos and don'ts
They may be nicknamed ‘bookshelf’
speakers, but don't put your brand-new
standmounters in between volumes of
Game Of Thrones if you want the best
performance out of them.

We'd recommend placing them on
dedicated stands. Not only do products
such as the Award-winning Custom
Design F104 Signature and Q Acoustics
Concept 20 speaker stands offer a
stable, stylish support, they also help
reduce any unwanted vibrations for a
cleaner, punchier performance.

If you think your speaker could
sound less bassy, more open, or needs a
bit more punch, something as simple as
adjusting their placement in the room
can work wonders. Only thing is, there
are no universal rules about positioning.
Some speakers sound fuller and more
controlled when placed close to a wall,
while others flourish when they're out
in the open with plenty of space around
them. As ever, experiment for yourself
to get the best results.

SYSTEM BUILDER

Turntable
RegaRP6/Exact £1000
2.8.8.9.8.9
Given the B&WSs' capability we urge you
totreat yourself to this articulate and
engaging Award-winning turntable.

Stereo amplifier

RegaElex-R £900 % % % % %

DAC

Aterrifically energetic and agile amp
that getsright to the heart of the music.

Total build £2800

ArcamirDAC£400
ek k ok ke
Want to play your digital files? Add this
punchy, precise and well-built DAC.
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HIAL

sound lives

One of the best stand mount speakers
in the world under £1500.

BS 403

UK Germany Norway Japan Germany

This is the other one.

BS 312

For your nearest dealer see
www.hifi-network.com/dealers Kl HiFiNetworkLtd
or telephone 01285 643088 Y HiFiNetworkLtd
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The X90C range (left)

is just 4.9mm thick
while the X93CTVs

(right) incorporate

magnetic fluid tech

Sony

New for 2015: Android TV, YouView,
hi-res audio, ultra-thin design

Sony's TVs are coming out fighting in
2015. For starters, all sets will run on the
Android TV platform, promising a
cleverer user experience, new menu
system and smarter integration with
mobile devices. We've experienced
Android TV first-hand and the initial
signs are promising. The voice search
function seems a big step up from what
we've experienced on rival platforms.
Eyebrows were also raised at Sony's
promise to equip certain TV ranges
with YouView. Launched in 2012,
this catch-up and TV-on-demand
service has many admirers, and could
be a shrewd move by the Japanese giant.
It's a chance to differentiate itself from
rivals, at least until Freeview's
equivalent, Freeview Play, rolls out.
It will be interesting to see how
YouView, Android TV and Sony's
smart TV set-up mix together.

Key ranges:

X90C (KD-65X9005C, KD-55X9005C)
Not that any flatscreen is particularly
portly these days, but Sony claims its
X90C range boasts the world's thinnest
4K TVs. And, at only 4.9mm thick,
they're slimmer than some
smartphones. Given that Sony has
chosen to put OLED on the back-burner,
the X90C looks well-positioned to bring
the wow factor back to the brand.

X93C (KD-65X9305C, KD-55X9305C)
Sony's wedge design made its debut

in 2014 and it's back for 2015. Once
again, the speakers use Sony’s magnetic
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fluid technology but they're presented
in a new configuration, where a
forward-firing woofer sits below a
mid/bass driver and tweeter.

High-res audio is still a huge part of
Sony's plans for 2015, and support for
high-quality files has now trickled down
toits TV sets. This range (together with
the step-up X94C series) can handle
high-res, and supports 24-bit/96kHz
FLAC files played over USB.

S$85C (KD-65S8505C, KD-55S8505C)
Sony introduced its first curved screens
at the end of 2014, and they proved a
big hit in our test rooms. We're hoping
for more of the same this year at more
affordable prices - last year, Sony’s 65in
curved offering entered the market at
just shy of £4000.

LG

New for 2015: Ultra HD 4K OLED,
WebOS 2.0, Wide Colour Gamut,
Quantum Dot, Harman Kardon sound

We've been waiting for the Holy Grail

of Ultra HD 4K and OLED in one set,
and LG has promised it in 2015. No
fewer than five ranges (curved and flat)
boast this killer tech combo. LG
managed to drop its OLED TVs into the
realm of the affordable in 2014, with the
55in 55EC930V priced at £2000. The
addition of 4K will push prices up
again, but not by too much (we hope).

Picture quality is high on LG's
agenda, with a host of new technologies
making their debut in 2015. ColourPrime
claims to boost the way its top-of-
the-range 4K sets reproduce colour,
and is available in two different
versions: Quantum Dot and WCG
(Wide Colour Gamut).

WCG uses a combination of new
backlighting technology and a colour-
enhancing filter that LG claims produces
more accurate colours. It's available on
the UF950V series at 55in and 65in.

Quantum Dots are nano-crystals that
range from two to 10 nanometres in size.
Each emits a different colour depending
on its size. A film of these dots is added
to the front of a TV's LED backlight,
which affects colour and brightness. This
tech isn't exclusive to LG, but will be on
LG's UF940V series of 4K televisions.

WebOS 2.0

We were huge fans of LG's WebOS smart
platform and 2015 sees the launch of
WebOS 2.0, promising quicker loading
times and navigation for the user. There
will also be greater personalisation, and
anew version of LG's Magic Remote with
enhanced gesture controls.

Key ranges:

EG9900 (77EG990V)

Would Sir care for a curved or flat 4K
OLED TV? With this 77in set you can have
both. The LG's flexible display goes from
flat to curved in six seconds - a serious
piece of kit, should you have the space.

We've been waiting for the Holy Grail of Ultra HD 4K and
OLED in one set, and LG has promised it in 2015. No fewer
than five ranges (curved and flat) boast this killer tech combo



EF980 (65EF980V)

Having a flat 4K OLED TV is all well and
good, but super-slim screens like these
don't have the best track record when it
comes to sound quality. This LG set
doesn't attempt to defy the laws of
physics; instead, it comes equipped with
a TV stand-cum-soundbar, thanks to
LG's partnership with Harman Kardon.

New for 2015: 4K Pro, Firefox OS, High
Dynamic Range (HDR)

Panasonic’s new 4K sets will be powered
by a new operating system, Firefox
OS. It will incorporate a new,
personalised Home Screen 2.0
where you can add your favourite
channels, apps and devices to
customisable ‘decks’.

Panasonic claims its new 4K
Pro picture engine and 4K Studio
Master Processor will allow full
native playback of HDR content.
Netflix has promised to start
producing and streaming content
filmed in 4K HDR in the future. High
Dynamic Range claims to deliver
improved contrast, colours and
brightness, and the technology looks
likely to be adopted by all the key
players at some point in the not-
too-distant future.

Key ranges:

CR850 (TX-55CR852B, TX-65CR8528)
We haven't seen any curved TVs from
Panasonic until now. It has three
ranges, CR850, CR730 and CR430.
The flagship CR850 features a full-
array backlight with local dimming

and uses Panasonic’s new 4K Studio
Master picture processing technology,

designed to bring more accurate colours,

contrast and brightness.

CX800 (TX-40CX802B, TX-50CX802B,
TX-55CX802B, TX-65CX802B)

If you're looking for Panasonic'’s
premium flat 4K offering, it comes in
the shape of the CX800 range. This
shares the same backlight technology
and picture processing used in the
CR850 range above. Both ranges also
use panels that feature Panasonic’s
new Wide Colour Phosphor technology
- it claims to use less energy than an
equivalent Quantum Dot panel yet

still produces a much wider spectrum
of colours.

And the rest?

Philips TV announcements are scheduled for the 16th March
2015. Early indications are that virtually all Philips screens will,
like Sony, run with the Android TV platform. Philips also promises
arevamped user interface and, of course, its Ambilight tech.
Expect the usual gamut of Full HD, 4K and curved sets.

There's a cloud of uncertainty hanging over Toshiba. In
January, it announced it was ceasing sales operations in North
America and licensing its TV business to Taiwan's Compal
Electronics, citing a number of factors including a slowdown in
the global market and “harsh price competition”. At the time of
writing there's been no specific news for Europe, although we've
been reassured shops will be stocking Toshiba TVs this year.

In the latter part of 2014, Sharp announced it would be
entering into a brand licensing agreement with the Slovakian
company Universal Media Corporation (UMC). Consequently
it's currently undergoing a huge reorganisation in Europe.

At CES, Sharp announced new 4K sets, including THX-certified
models and a new SmartCentral 4.0 operating system for the US
market. As with Toshiba, we've been assured there will be Sharp
TVs in the UK this year, but concrete information is yet to emerge.

Samsung

New for 2015: SUHD re-mastering
engine, Tizen smart platform,
‘Chamfer’ design

Samsung's SUHD remastering
engine uses nano-crystal
technology, and in many ways

is its take on the Quantum Dot
technology being used by the likes
of its main rival, LG. Samsung

claims SUHD will allow for greater
performance where colours, contrast
and brightness are concerned
compared with 2014 models.

Streamlined Smart Hub

2015 will also see Samsung use

Tizen, its own open source

platform, as the driving force

behind its smart TV operating
system. This means a new
streamlined look for Samsung'’s Smart
Hub, where you'll find recent

and recommended content.

You'll be able to pair Samsung devices
via Bluetooth and use Quick Connect to
beam video content from a smartphone
to the TV (and also TV programmes to
connected devices) even when the
TV's turned off.

Key range

JS9500

This flagship series will be curved, 4K
Ultra HD and feature SUHD technology.
As previously mentioned, the range will
be powered by Samsung's Tizen
operating system.

All the screens in this new line-up will
showcase Samsung’s new ‘Chamfer’
bezel design, which claims to add more
depth to the screen.
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NOISE-CANCELLING HEADPHONES TEST

Join us on Spotify
whf.cm/playlist15

Listen to our favourite tracks every month!

What's on Test

Beats Studio 2.0 p44
Bose QC25 p44

Philips Fidelio NC1 p46
Polk Ultrafocus 8000 p46
PSB M4U2 p48

Soul Jet Pro p48

SIEESNIDIDIISOLATION

For more news, reviews and
buying advice, visit whathifi.com
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Beats Studio 2.0 7270 (11

|O1

Carrying the tagline “an icon
remastered”, these are the successors to
the classic Beats Studio cans. Perhaps
most interesting here is the brand's
reconsideration of the ‘Beats sound'’ - a
bass-heavy character that gave the
original Studio headphones a bad name
among audiophiles when they launched.

The Beats Studio 2.0s are now said to
be tuned with “balance and accuracy” in
mind. We'll see about that...

The design is still very much Beats, if
perhaps a little more refined. They're
still headphones to be seen in, available
in a range of colours, with the now-iconic
“B" logo emblazoned on each earcup.

The originals felt somewhat bulky, but
these are lighter, and the foldable design
makes them an easy portable companion.
A case is included, as well as two cables
- one with, one without inline controls.

The rechargeable (via microUSB)
battery allows for around 20 hours of
active noise-cancellation. Less than with
some rivals - and there’s no passive
playback if the battery runs out - but it
should cover you for most situations.

It's a relatively comfy fit, with the soft,
thick leather earpads preventing any feel
of clamping. The headband would

benefit from some better padding in
place of its rubberised finish though.

The Beats Studio’s efforts at noise-
cancelling make an impact on the noises
around us, but not to the extent that
something like the Bose QC25s can offer.

If you're a fan of classical music, there
is another thing to be aware of with
Beats - there is a not-insignificant hiss
when ANC is on. It's hardly noticeable
with livelier tracks, but quieter, more
subtle recordings can reveal it.

Hip-hop is still their thing

While there has undoubtedly been a
change in the Beats Studio’s character,
these headphones still lend themselves
to the likes of pop, hip-hop and rock
music the most - anything lively will
bring out the best in these cans.

They're an exciting, upfront listen,
and can fill your ears with some serious
volume. The bass has been refined so it's
better balanced in the frequency range,
and never overwhelms the midrange or
sounds heavy-handed in the mix.

Let's be clear: anyone looking for a
neutral pair of ‘phones will find there is
still a tad too much bass here, butit's a
balance that works better than it did.

The midrange is clear and open, and
the treble crisp without ever being hard.
Throw them a complex rhythm and
there’s agility and fluidity on show, and
large-scale dynamics are portrayed with
confidence and expression.

Vocals could have a touch more body
and subtlety to them, and quieter
sections of music don't offer the insight
or expression found in some rivals.

It's ultimately a presentation that aims
to be likeable rather than analytical, with
finer detail smoothed off in exchange for
a more forgiving character.

We can't argue with that - it'sa
clever tactic that will serve these
headphones well with a lot of people.
We would just like to see a touch more
refinement and transparency in order to
bestow a fifth star upon them.

Rating [T 1T 131

FORRich bass; exciting sound; smooth,
forgiving character; dynamically confident
AGAINST No passive mode; notable hiss;
bass bias will still be too much for some

VERDICT Beats Studios now sound better than
ever, but purists may want to look elsewhere.

Bose

|02
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QuietComfort 25270 111

For years, the Bose QuietComfort 15s
were our go-to noise-cancelling
headphones, winning our Award for the
category four times in a row. For a while
we wondered if anything could ever beat
them. Then came their successor.

The QuietComfort 25s are an
improvement in every way. Whether it's
design, aesthetics, performance or noise
cancellation, Bose has built on every
aspect that we loved in the QC15s and
made it even better.

Superb noise-cancelling
When it comes to noise cancellation, you
won't get better than this. They are
remarkably good at blocking out the
consistent sound of an airplane engine,
for example, but do a good job at taking
the edge off an office environment too.
Switch on the noise cancellation while
you're wearing them and you'll feel the
ANC kick into action with powerful
effect, creating a vacuum-like feeling
between your ears and the headphones.
You get used to it within a few minutes
but it's a strange sensation to begin with.
The ANC runs via a single AAA
battery, which should offer around 35
hours' life - and the QC25s do work

passively should you be caught short.
They're quieter and lose a significant
amount of clarity, detail and balance
when used this way though, so try to
keep a spare battery with you.

When used as they should be, the
QC25s offer a well-balanced
presentation, without ever leaning
towards any part of the frequency range.

This means the low-end doesn't have
the weight of the Beats Studios or PSB
M4U 2s, but what it lacks in muscle it
makes up for in agility and precision.

It integrates well with the midrange,
which is smooth and open with plenty of
detail and clarity. We love the insight on
show here too - pianos have depth and
texture to every note, while percussion
sounds believable and never unduly harsh.

Even-handed and mature

Despite the balanced presentation, the
QC25s strongest point has to be their
sparkling, open treble, which soars all
the way up to the highest notes without
a hint of hardening at any volume.

With such even handling, the QC25s
are at home with any musical genre. They
have the insight and maturity to handle
subtle classical tracks, but can produce

the drive and attack required to take on
faster pace rhythms with confidence.

There's a precision to the way notes
start and stop too, and while the QC25s
steer just clear of making the sound
analytical, it does make them seem a
little more restrained when compared to
something more up-front and fun, such
as the PSB M4U 2s. Which balance works
for you will come down to taste.

The QC25s won't win any awards for
devastating good looks, but they're light
and comfortable to wear for hours at a
time, which counts for a lot. There's a lot
of plastic here, but it feels solid and
durable, and keeps the weight down.

So what do you do if something ain't
broke? Well, if you're Bose, you go ahead
and tinker with it anyway, producing a
new product that's better in every way.

Rating (T T T 111

FOR Class-leading noise cancellation;
lightweight design; clear, open treble; precise,
detailed sound; very easy listening

AGAINST Could be a touch more exciting
VERDICT Not our Award-winner for nothing,
these are great noise-cancelling headphones




NOISE-CANCELLING HEADPHONES TEST

—
01 The Beats Studio

2.0s are available
in nine different
regular finishes

2 ..
o Frequent fliers

apply here: the
QC25s are superb
at noise-cancelling
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Philips Fidelio NC1 7250 115

|03

Philips has had a good run of five-star
cans of late, so when the Fidelio NC1
noise-cancelling headphones were
announced at CES 2015 we couldn't wait
to see if the Bose QC25s had a competitor
for their noise-cancelling crown.

With a design even smaller and lighter
than the QC25s, the NCls are seriously
portable - crucial in this arena - and
helped further by their collapsing design.

Perhaps rather strangely for a pair of
noise-cancelling headphones, though,
is that the NCls have gone for an on-ear
rather than over-ear design. As it turns
out, the Philips don't suffer too much
from this - at a decent volume, white
noise is hard to pick up during music
playback. Office environments don't fare
quite so well, with conversations and
phones creeping in fairly easily.

A design for life

Otherwise, the design works well. The
NCls look more stylish than the Bose
QC25s, with a sleeker design made up of
aluminium on the cups and a soft-touch
material on the headband. The cable is a
sturdy woven design, available both with
or without inline controls, and there’s

a carry-case to provide protection.

Being slender and lightweight, the
NCls are very comfy to wear for long
periods, the memory-foam and leather
earpads doing well not to heat your ears.

The battery for the ANC is
rechargeable via microUSB and will last
around 30 hours on a full charge. That's
pretty impressive, though if you ever are
caught short without juice the NCls are
capable of passive playback, and do a
surprisingly good job at it too.

We ran the NCls in for two full charges
before we started testing and even then
they continued to improve - it will be
worth giving them a lengthy bedding-in
period if you want the best from them.

When it comes to performance, the
NCls show plenty of bite and attack, but
sound noticeably smaller than
something like the PSB M4U2s, and
don't show the same level of separation
and space as the Bose QC25s. The
presentation tends to lean towards the
upper mids and treble, leaving precious
little warmth or body in the low end.

Ellie Goulding's Burn is a good
example of this, the electronic synth
melody ruling the roost while the drum
bassline - though taut - takes a backseat,
with very little power to be heard.

This dialled-back low-end can leave
vocals sounding harsh and vulnerable at
certain frequencies without the authority
to balance them out, and the leading
edges to some notes to sound hard too.

Strangely, turn off ANC and you'll find
bass is boosted. You lose some clarity,
but add much-needed warmth and body.
Detail retrieval is decent and insight is
good, though we're not convinced of the
NCls' ability to handle complex rhythms.

These cans are unfortunately not the
roaring success that we were hoping for,
often finding themselves held back by
their size and design. Noise cancellation
is surprisingly decent but ultimately the
‘phones sound as small as they look. As
it is, the Bose QC25s offer a lot of what's
attractive about the NCls in a better
thought-out, better-realised package.

Rating [T T3¢

FOR Decent noise cancelling; plenty of bite and
attack; good detail levels; portability; battery life
AGAINST Bass is short of punch and depth;
complex rhythms can sound disjointed
VERDICT Small and portable, but the sound
quality can't compete with the competition

Polk

|04
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Ultrafocus 8000 7260 1115

Polk Audio may be one of the biggest
hi-fi brands in America, but in the UK it's
still making a name for itself. The
UltraFocus 8000 headphones are the
first over-ear cans we've reviewed from
the brand, and join the competitive
noise-cancelling market at this price.

There’s no arguing that the Polks are
on the bulky side. Although they come
with a carry-case they don't fold down
like the PSB M4U2s, making them less
than readily portable. Still, despite a
largely plastic finish our review sample
feels relatively sturdy, with colour
options of white and bronze or black.

Instead of placing controls on the
cable, which offers a flat, durable design,
Polk has put them on the right earcup. It
sounds like a good idea, but in practice it
is a bit fiddly, plus you hear a plasticy
click in your ear every time you skip
track or change volume. Not ideal.

The fit is snug but not uncomfortable,
though we do find our ears get hotter
more quickly than with competitors.

A single switch handles noise
cancellation, and without it turned on
music won't play. Beats Studios also
operate like this, but the saving grace in
the Polk’s favour is that they operate on

two AAA batteries rather than being
rechargeable - so just make sure you
always have a spare set handy. Depending
on your usage, you should get 40-60
hours of playback before you need them.

The noise-cancelling on the Polks is
reasonably effective but not infallible,
and some outside noise can creep in.
We'd say they block out a bit more than
the Beats Studio, but don't come close to
the levels of quiet offered by the Bose
QC25s. But then, not much does.

Upbeat and inclusive
Like the PSBs though, the Polks offer
areally big sound. They're not quite as
powerful or as spacious, but they're just
as confident and display real enthusiasm
for most genres of music, with a
preference for lively, upbeat material.
The Polks tip the balance in favour of
a deep, warm low end. While they stop
short of being overpowering or boomy
- in fact the bass is quite controlled -
feed them a bassy recording such as Jay
Z's FU.T.W. and it becomes a touch
overemphasised for our taste.
The midrange is never muddied
though, and is delivered with focus and
clarity. Vocals are direct and full-bodied,

but can lose a touch of intimacy in more
delicate recordings.

For the most part, the treble is crisp
and controlled, but it does lack a bit of
refinement. Play a brighter recording like
Of Monsters And Men's Little Talks and
while you'll hear plenty of detail, there’s
a hint of coarseness too. The 8000s are
never flustered by complicated rhythms
or complex instrumentals though, yet
can begin to sound congested under
those conditions, lacking the more open
presentation of the Bose QC25s.

Overall, these are good headphones.
There isn't enough for us here in terms
of refinement and balance, but they will
pump plenty of life into your music. For
a more even-handed, refined approach,
we'd look elsewhere, but for an engaging,
exciting listen, these cans tick both boxes.

Rating [T T T3¢

FOR Big sound; deep, taut bass; exciting; good
detail retrieval; clear midrange; well organised
AGAINST Bass is too forward; only so-so
noise cancellation

VERDICT Not the last word in balance or
refinement, but a fun and exciting listen
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03 Noise-cancelling

cans with an on-ear
design? Philips has
taken that challenge
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PSBM4U2 250 111111
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It's been over two years since we first
reviewed the PSB M4U2 headphones.
While competitors have been replaced
and updated, the M4U2s have stayed
the course unaltered. They remain as
popular as ever, so we thought it was
time to take a second look.

PSB might not be as familiar to you as
some of the other brands it shares this
test with, but it has been producing
speakers for more than 40 years. The
M4U2s are one of just two pairs of
headphones it produces, the others
being a purely passive model.

Big and comfortable

This is a big pair of headphones, though
the folding design does help their
portability somewhat. Their size also
makes them a little on the heavy side
when compared with something like the
Bose QC25, but the well-padded
headband ensures your head never feels
the strain, and large soft earpads keep
them comfortable over your ears.

The pads are replaceable, with a spare
set included in the box, alongside a 1/4in
adapter, a second cable without inline
remote and a carry case. You'll need two
AAA batteries to power them. Most

competitors use only one, but with two
you can expect around 55 hours of ANC
playback - a clear benefit.

Passive, active, noise-cancelling
As well as the ability to turn noise
cancelling on or off (they'll work
passively), the M4U2s offer an extra
option to activate the amplifier without
noise-cancellation for a supposedly
cleaner, more powerful sound. This will
also help to save the battery life on any
portable device, as it won't need to work
as hard to drive the headphones.

The noise cancelling on the M4U2s is
pretty effective, and with the earpads
offering a good amount of isolation you
get a convincing feeling of being shut off
from the world. The Bose QC25s best
them in absolute noise-cancelling terms,
but it's not a bad performance.

There's a clear difference between
passive, active and noise-cancelling
modes. Passively, playback is quieter and
the treble has a harsh, thin edge to it.
Move to active and you get a better-
balanced sound and more volume, but
any noise around can be heard.

Switch up to full ANC and you get the
best performance of the three, with

noises all but disappearing and the
headphones sounding their best.

It's a full-bodied and exciting listen,
never holding back in any area. The
weighty low-end packs plenty of punch
in the bassline of Dr Dre's The Watcher,
with enough sparkle and control in the
top end to counter this.

Change pace to Katie Melua's Piece By
Piece and the M4Us deliver a clear, open
midrange, with the soulful vocal full of
confidence and texture body. The guitar
has depth and texture to every strum,
and detail levels are superb.

Dynamically the PSBs are no slouch
either - they'll devour high-tempo tracks
with enthusiasm, but can be equally
brooding and delicate when asked.

This, then, is a multi-talented pair of
headphones indeed.

Rating (T 11111

FOR Exciting, engaging sound; big, powerful
sound; flexible listening modes; punchy bass;
clean, clear midrange; folding design

AGAINST Slightly bulky for travel

VERDICT Full-bodied, powerful and exciting,
these headphones are superb travel companions

Soul Jet Pro £250 r 55+

IOG
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Following an attempt to take on the
likes of Beats by collaborating with
rapper Ludacris back in 2011, Soul
disappeared from our radar for a while,
until we recently bestowed five stars on
a pair of its sporty in-ears (February
2015). A perfect time to take a look then
at these stylish noise-cancelling cans.

The difference between the original
Jets and this ‘Pro’ version comes down to
about £50 and a premium, more stylish
finish. There is an aluminium and
leather-look headband in place of the
plastic on the originals, and a solid
construction rather than one that folds
down to be more portable.

You'll also get a 99.99% oxygen-free
copper-stranded “professional audio
cable” alongside the standard inline
remote cable (exclusive to the Pro
version), a 1/4in adapter and a leather
carry-case in the box.

A lightweight, comfortable fit
Internal electronics are the same as on
the standard Jets, so we attach the pro
cable to get listening.

The design is relatively lightweight
and we find the fit comfy enough to
wear over extended listening sessions.

The earcups aren't as padded as some
and though this doesn't affect the
comfort level, it does mean they aren't as
good at passive isolation compared with
something like the PSB M4U 2s.

Dulling, not blocking

Noise cancellation could be better too.
Office noise is dulled but not convincingly
blocked out, while more constant sound,
such as airplane noise, is noticeable,
particularly with quieter recordings.

Start playing some music and the
news doesn't get much better. The Jet
Pros are hollow-sounding, with little
body or depth to their presentation,
almost as if you are listening to your
tunes in a big wooden box.

The bass is boosted and sits forward in
the mix, but lacks punch or impact.
Listen to Nicki Minaj's Truffle Butter and
the bassline sounds bloated and soft,
with a powerful low rumble but very
little detail to go at, making them sound
a bit cumbersome and imprecise.

In fact, detail is lacking across the
frequencies, with a muddy midrange
and vocals that sound like they're being
sung behind a window, losing any finer
detail or emotion in the process.

Dynamically the Jet Pros are pretty
flat too, so you'll lose the impetus of
livelier recordings while also sacrificing
the intimacy of quieter ones.

Strangely, switch off ANC (powered by
a single AAA battery) to listen to them
passively and we'd say they sound a
touch better - unusual in this category of
headphones. There's a slight thinning of
the treble but the bass is better balanced
and the midrange is cleaner, with better
clarity across the board. It's still a sound
that’s very much below par for this price
point, but it is a saving grace of sorts.

For all their good looks, the Soul Jet
Pros fail to impress, with sound quality
far off the best and noise cancelling that
needs improvement too. You can get
both much better elsewhere, which
makes these difficult to recommend.

Rating [Tk

FOR Good design; long battery life;
interchangeable cable and battery

AGAINST Music lacks clarity; muddy midrange;
bloated bass; lack detail and subtlety

VERDICT All looks but no real substance - and
simply too hard to justify for the price




NOISE-CANCELLING HEADPHONES TEST

—
os The PSBs' bulk

is compensated
for by the folding
mechanism

—
6 The metal

construction is
solid, but these
are bulky cans
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THE WINNER
Bose QC25 £270 % * % * %

NOISE-CANCELLING HEADPHONES TEST

Fresh from their success in our 2014 Awards, the
Bose QuietComfort 25s dispense with their
rivals as easily as they do with unwanted noise

noise-cancelling headphones,

you'll be looking for the right
combination of sound quality, noise
cancelling prowess and portability. For
us, that's exactly what makes the Bose
QuietComfort 25s so good. We loved
their predecessors and these are better
in every way, offering a wonderfully
balanced, easy-listening sound and
astonishingly good noise cancellation.
They make five stars look easy.

Joining them in five-star glory are

the PSB M4U2s. Their balance is more
upfront than the QC25s, with plenty of
low-end punch, and their flexibility
with noise cancelling is a nice touch.
They are nicely portable, too.

I f you're in the market for a pair of

At four stars we have the re-imagined
Beats Studio and Polk Audio’s
UltraFocus 8000. While neither will be
for audio purists, the full-on bass of the
Beats is now better controlled than it
was, and the Polks offer plenty of detail
as part of an exciting, upfront sound.

The Philips NCl1s were something of
a disappointment, their on-ear design
leaving them at a disadvantage, while
the Soul Jet Pros underwhelmed us
with their muddy sound and poor noise
cancellation. Unfortunately, they are a
prime example of style over substance.

And so to our test winner. A finely
balanced sound, excellent portability
and the best noise cancellation
available seal it for the Bose QC25s.

v
RUILDER

Hook your Boses up with these threeandlet
your noise-cancelled musicreally shine

Streamingservice
Tidal £20/month % % % % %
CD-quality streaming? We can't get enough of
it, and Tidal does it superbly, with an easy-to-
useinterface and extensive catalogue.

‘\_.—____.-—'"

Laptop
AppleMacBookPro £900
The perfect repository for high-resolutions
files that the DAC can handle, and ahandy
means of streaming Tidal as well

DAC
Audioquest DragonFly £130 % % % % %
Stylish and portable, the DragonFly will
transform your computer-stored music,
uncovering more detail and insight.

Total build from £1320

For afull list of specifications and
other useful info visit whathifi.com

Facts & figures

Beats Studio 2.0
£270 % %k k¥

Passive listening No
Folding Yes
Rechargeable Yes
Battery life 20 hours
Cable length 1.3m
Weight 260g

Bose QC25

£270 % %k %k *
Passive listening Yes
Folding Yes
Rechargeable No
Battery life 35 hours
Cablelength 1.2m
Weight 195g

Philips Fidelio NC1
£250 * * ki

Passive listening Yes
Folding Yes
Rechargeable Yes
Battery life 30 hours
Cablelength 1.2m
Weight 150g

Polk Ultrafocus 8000
£260 * % %k

Passive listening No
Folding No
Rechargeable No
Battery life 60 hours
Cablelength 1.4m
Weight 340g

PSB M4U2
£250 % * %k * Kk

Passive listening Yes
Folding Yes
Rechargeable No
Battery life 60 hours
Cable length 1.5m
Weight 362g

Soul Jet Pro
£250 * kv

Passive listening Yes
Folding No
Rechargeable No
Battery life 35 hours
Cable length1.2m
Weight 252g
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Everything you
wanted to know
about high-res audio*

*but didn’t even know you were meant to ask
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obody ever asked for inferior
N sound, but they got it anyway.

Even worse, they got used to it.
The advent of MP3 players saw to that.

These days, for many, convenience is
of greater importance than sound quality
when it comes to music consumption.
An entire generation of casual listeners
has never experienced what the artists
and engineers intended.

The answer, it appears, lies in
high-resolution audio. For years it has
been hailed as the next big thing of the
audio world. Finally it emerges from the
shadows of total nichedom.

We care about sound quality, and we

mission to lay it all out. Here's everything
you need to know about high-res audio:
the facts, the myths, and the other.

The theory
The first rule of high-res audio club is:
nobody knows anything. There seem to
be no rules. High-res audio has been
crudely described as high-def TV for the
ears. That's not untrue but, unlike TV,
high-res audio has no list of universal
criteria to be met. There are merely
contradictions bouncing around the 'net.
So what is high-res audio? Ideally, it's
the same resolution as the original
recording. It's more notion than

HIGH-RESOLUTION AUDIO

JARGON BUSTER

Sampling rate

The number of times a signal is
measured every second when
music is converted to digital
Bit depth

The accuracy of each measurement. A
greater bit depth means more information
is taken by each sample

Bandwidth

The range of frequencies in an audio signal
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High-res audio promises to bring listeners closer to
the sound musicians were working with in the
studio. The more you hear, the more you feel.
What’s the point of music if not to move you?

unanimity. Things got a little more
official when some important people got
together and hashed it out in June 2014.

An agreement was reached by Sony
Music Entertainment, Universal Music
Group and Warner Music Group, in
partnership with the Digital
Entertainment Group, the Consumer
Electronics Association and The
Recording Academy.

That was far from the final word, but
we do at least have something to work
with. They define high-res as “lossless
audio that is capable of reproducing the
full range of sound from recordings that
have been mastered from better-than
CD-quality music sources.”

Better than CD

Quality, in this case, refers to the
efficiency of the way music is converted
to a digital file. This digital file usually
takes the form of Pulse Code Modulation,
PCM. The waveform is represented by two
parameters: sampling rate and bit depth.

The sampling rate is the number of
times the signal is measured per second.
Bit depth is best thought of as the
accuracy of the measurement. On a
standard CD, a sample is taken 44100
times per second, or 44.1 kilohertz (kHz).
Each sample is measured to an accuracy
of 16 bits (or binary digits).

Put it together and the resolution of a
CD is 16-bit/44.1kHz. To be ‘better-than
CD', a track must have bigger numbers. A
higher sampling rate means a higher
upper frequency (the maximum
frequency that can be reproduced,
according to digital theory, is half of the

How much data?

B

Data rates

I|||| 256 kbps - iTUNES PLUS

I|||| 320 kbps - SPOTIFY PREMIUM

-|||| 1411 kbps - CD QUALITY
_|||| 2116 kbps - 24-BIT/44.1kHz

Alot of people are used to measuring sound
quality in data flow per second, while higher
quality files tend to be measured in bits and
sample rates. In the name of equality, we've laid
out the most common formats and the number of
kilobits of information transferred per second.

-

8467 kbps - 24-BIT/176.4kHz

sampling rate). A greater bit depth
means more information is taken by
each sample.

With more information to play with,
high-res tracks potentially have greater
detail and better-developed dynamics.
Dynamic range increases with bit depth.

A CD (16-bit) has a dynamic range of
96dB (roughly the sound of a passing
train), while 24-bit increases that to
144dB. Away from the theoretical, that
impressive figure of 144dB is reduced by
the electronic noise inherent in
recording and playback equipment.

High-res audio is generally available in
24-bit at 96kHz or 192kHz, but also comes
in 88.2kHz and 176.4kHz. Incidentally,

9216 kbps - 24-BIT/192kHz ||||

I -+

|

24-bit/96kHz is the resolution the Japan
Audio Society takes to be high-res.

Thus high-res audio promises to bring
listeners closer to the sound musicians
and engineers were working with in the
studio. The more you hear, the more you
feel. What's the point of music if not to
move you?

Fun with formats

Beyond the ‘better than CD’ yardstick,
there are currently no rules governing
high-res audio. File formats are a free-
for-all, with high-res audio files available
in FLAC, ALAC, WAV, AIFF or DSD.

All of these are lossless, so data can be
compressed and uncompressed without
losing information, unlike MP3. But none
of these is a telltale indicator of a
high-res file. None of these formats
promises to be more than 16-bit/44.1kHz.

That being said, FLAC tends to be the

The more information a file contains, the more

space is needed. That's why MP3s took off in the

early 2000s: memory was pricey, devices didn't
offer much memory space, so files needed to be
tiny in order to get enough of them on board.

In the chart on the right, you have the most
common file types, laid out to show how much

space they each take up. The 24-bit/192kHz line on
the outside of the wheel takes up the most space

because it contains the most information.
If you're serious about high-res audio, you'll

certainly need a big hard drive. Thankfully, memory
is a lot more affordable now, so many devices pack

plenty of storage - and if they don't, more often

than not they provide slots for you to add your own

memory cards to increase .
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most common form of high-res. It scores
points over WAV for better handling of
meta-data, which is the information in
music files responsible for ensuring your
tracks display cover art along with artist
and title details.

Tried and failed
The concept of high-res audio is nothing
new. The turn of the century saw the
introduction of Super Audio CD and
DVD-Audio. Both of these offered sound
quality that many considered to be
above that of the humble CD, but they
both failed to hit the mainstream.

This was down to a lack of demand
brought about by poor marketing and



Apple MacBook Air 13-inch from £850 AudioQuest DragonFly v1.2 £130 Philips Fidelio M1 MKII £180 TOTAL BUILD £1160

Thisis an Apple MacBook,
but any laptop ought to
be able to serve as your

high-res audio source

HIGH-RESOLUTION AUDIO

It's barely bigger than a memory
stick, yet the DragonFly does

afinejob as abudget DAC
that handles high-res files

You don't need to fork out exorbitant amounts of
money to benefit from high-res audio. There are
some perfectly sensible set-ups around, parts of
which you may already own. Over the next few
pages you'll see our suggested set-ups for various
situations: desktop, multi-room, mobile and
traditional separates.

We start off with the desktop kit: a computer, a
DAC, and a pair of headphones. Here we've used an
Apple Macbook Air (which we nabbed off one of
our reviewers) but any computer will do as long as
it is capable of handling high-res files. (It's worth
noting here that iTunes is not able to handle FLAC

files - there is after-market software that can rectify
that situation for you.) Your laptop will also need
the ability to output audio via USB.

Which leads us to the next part of this simple
system, the AudioQuest DragonFly v1.2. This is our
favourite affordable DAC, offering astonishing
sound-for-pound value in a package the size of a
memory stick. It can play files up to 24-bit/96kHz,
with higher-resolution files downsampled by the
computer. The DragonFly is simple to use, with
asingle 3.5mm output and compatibility with
Apple Mac and PC alike. Just add headphones
and you're flying.

The headphones we've chosen are the Philips
Fidelio M1 MKII, another of our Award-winners.
They're comfortable and portable, but most
crucially they offer a fun, refined listen with detail
aplenty and impressive precision.

TECHSPECS

Audioquest Dragonfly V1.2

Inputs USB e Outputs 3.5mm headphone o
Dimensions (hwd) 1x 2 x 6cm e Weight 68g
Philips Fidelio M1 MKII

Type On-ear e Dimensions (hwd) 18 x 16 x 4cm e
Cable length 1.1m e Weight 166g

o
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AUDIO HIGH-RESOLUTION

The Wharfedale Diamond 220s

punch well above their

weight - they are superb
speakers for the money

Bluesound Powernode £600 Bluesound Vault £900 Wharfedale Diamond 220 £200 TOTAL BUILD £1700

Multi-room audio has really boomed of late.
Sonos's monopoly is no more, with brands old and
new throwing multiple hats into the ring.

Our favourite affordable choice is Bluesound,
from some of the folks who pioneered hi-fi company
NAD back in the "70s. What you get is ease of use
and high-resolution audio (up to 24-bit/192kHz)
combined in one impressive system.

We begin with the Bluesound Vault, which is an
all-in-one music server and CD ripper. It offers 2TB
of storage and the ability to rip CDs in FLAC, all
without a computer. It happily incorporates other
music stored on your network (say, on NAS drives).

The Bluesound Powernode is a standalone,
stereo streaming music player with a built-in
digital amplifier.

Its job is to take your music from the Vault. It's
worth remembering that streaming high-res audio
over wifi is pretty bandwidth-intensive, so consider
hard-wiring the Powernode with an ethernet cable.
Outputs cater for stereo speakers and a subwoofer.

Into the Powernode we would plug a pair of
Wharfedale Diamond 220s. These are top-class
budget speakers: they sound excellent, delivering
meaty bass with far more power than we expect
from a boxes only 32cm tall.

TECHSPECS

Bluesound Native sampling rates (kHz) 32, 44.1,
48, 88.2,96,176.4,192 e Bit depths 16, 24 ¢ File
formats MP3, AAC, WMA, WMA Lossless, OGG, FLAC,
ALAC, WAV, AIFF e Storage (Vault) 2TB e
Dimensions (Vault) 21 x 29 x 24cm e Weight (Vault)
3kg e Dimensions (Powernode) 18 x 25 x 20cm
Weight (Powernode) 1.9kg

Wharfedale Diamond 220 Sensitivity 86dB/W/m
o Finishes 4 « Impedence 8ohm e Biwirable Yes ¢
Max power handling 100W e Dimensions (hwd)
32x17 x 26cm
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the confusion caused by the format war.
And there was a frustrating trickle of
content, which tended to prioritise such
audiophile staples as jazz and classical.
Storage has long been an issue: it was
very expensive. Portable MP3 players
thrived by squashing all your music into
low-quality files. With high-res, all the
extra information means much bigger
file sizes. A 192kbps MP3 takes up
1.44MB per minute, compared to
34.56MB per minute with a 24-bit/
96kHz file. That's 24 times the space.

Once more unto the breach

This time, it's different. High-res audio has
built up momentum like never before,
thanks to a decided and fairly coordinated
drive in hardware and software.

There are now entire ranges of high-
res audio products, from streamers and
DACs to one-box player systems. Brands
big and small are having a crack at it,
including Astell & Kern, Naim, Chord,
Cambridge Audio, Samsung and Sony.

Portable players have also seen a push
in high-res, thanks in part to the falling
price of memory. This is important, as
most non-audiophiles do their listening
when out and about. Since 2013, a great
many flagship smartphones have
shipped with high-res capability.

That's not including the standalone
portable music players - Sony has used
high-res to rejuvenate its Walkmans.

Meanwhile, rock legend Neil Young has
Pono, his own brand of portable player
(as well as a music service).

So what is there to play?
Which leads us to software. Record
labels are finally getting their act
together. There's a healthy number of
sites selling high-res downloads, and it's
not limited to Brahms or The Eagles.
There is new content from current
artists, available at the same time as
(sometimes even before) general release.
Take Bjork's Vulnicura (review p75): a
24-bit/96kHz download was available a
full month earlier than the CD release.
Increased public reach is helping this
high-res drive, according to research by
the Consumer Electronics Association.
Its latest study found that 40 per cent of
US consumers were aware of hi-res audio,
while 37 per cent are actively interested.
This is far from the entire picture, but
it's a sign that high-res may not be quite as
niche as before. Things are looking good
for high-res audio. It's all there, waiting
for you, and if you care about high-quality
sound, this is an excellent time to hop on.
But should you?

The reality

The goal of high-res audio is simple
enough: get better sound. Who can argue
against better sound? Before you dive in,
though, there are practicalities to consider.

It's very easy to get caught up in
numbers. After all, ‘bigger numbers,
better sound' is an easy concept to grasp
- not to mention highly tempting to the
marketing folk. So a 24-bit/192kHz
recording sounds better than
16-bit/44.1kHz one, right? Not always.

The argument against
A popular argument is that high-res audio
is overkill, and that CD-quality is good
enough. The sampling rate of 44.1kHz
was chosen for CD because it allowed an
upper frequency limit of just over 20kHz
- the upper limit of what humans can hear.

The way digital works means there
has to be a very strong filter just above
this upper frequency, which prevents
phantom signals from adding distortion.
This filtering unfortunately brings its
own distortions, which end up affecting
the audible range.

Raising the sampling rate, therefore, is
a means of taking unwanted filter effects
much further from audible frequencies.
Numbers are great to throw about, but
there are more significant factors that
affect the worth of a high-res file.

The bigger picture

High-res files are not all created equal.
There are recordings touted as high-res
that are merely CD rips, up-sampled to
the correct resolution. These are not
high-res in any meaningful sense. To
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A high-quality original recording is, of course,
a must. If music is engineered poorly, it
doesn’t matter how high your numbers go

because it won’t make the sound any better

combat this practise, some companies
label their records as ‘studio master’
where it applies.

A high-quality original recording is,
of course, a must. If music is engineered
poorly, it doesn't matter how high
your numbers go because it won't make
the sound any better. You'll just get a
more accurate rendition of a poor
original signal.

Then there is the issue of care. High-
res files and CD-quality alternatives
aren't necessarily treated the same. A
studio is likely to take more care when
engineering high-res files, as they are
intended for more discerning users.

A high-res studio master downscaled
for CD release, meanwhile, will often be
degraded, and there are losses involved
in stepping down the resolution. It
may also be engineered for less
discriminating uses, such as in-car or
for commercial broadcast. Many CDs
are compressed in a way that
sacrifices dynamics and quality
in the quest for loudness.

Death Magnetic - a cautionary tale
Let's rewind to 2008, when Metallica
released Death Magnetic. This album

is one of the best examples of poor
production, attracting a huge number

of complaints about over-compression
and distortion.

There was even an online petition
demanding the album be remixed or
remastered, which attracted over 22,000
signatures. Meanwhile, frustrated fans
took to ripping songs from the album

What’s all the FLAC about?

A widely supported
lossless audio codec.
It's not proprietary,
which meansitis
not encumbered by
patents and rights. A
popular format for
CD ripping, and now
for high-res audio.

A lossless audio
codec developed by
Apple, and designed
to work on Mac and
iOS devices with
iTunes. But that
does mean iTunes is
picky, and will not
accept FLAC.

Waveform Audio File
Format is the full
name. It's a format
by Microsoft and
IBM. Compatiblity is
wide, but certain
applications cannot
see metadata (track
and artist info).

Audio Interchange
File Format. An older
format by Apple.
Comparable with
WAV in that
compatibility is
wide, and works

fine with both PC
and Apple Mac.

Direct Stream
Digital. Conceived
for SACDs. Bit-depth
is low, but sampling
rates goup to
5.6Mhz. Originally
developed for
archiving analogue
master tapes.

that were featured on the Guitar Hero 3
videogame, which sounded better,
having been sourced from different

master material.

Then there’s the issue of hardware.
What are you using to listen to your

high-res music? If your equipment isn't
transparent enough to reveal the
differences, you have no chance of
hearing them.

You don't need to spend a year’s salary
on high-end systems, but freebie earbuds
just won't do. Check out our example
set-ups dotted around this feature.

Hear ye, hear ye
Should you go high-res? That's a
question only you can answer. You may

find yourself stepping into a larger
world of higher quality and increased
dynamics. You may be entirely
ambivalent, or unable to hear a
difference, in which case you stand
to save yourself money and effort.

We've heard it all. We've streamed
from Spotify, spun CDs and downloaded
full-fat, studio master quality 24-bit/
192kHz FLACs - and we've heard
differences. If the stars align - if the
initial recording and mastering process is
up to scratch, if the subsequent
download contains all the information in
the master, and if your high-res system is
worthy of the name - you've never had a
better chance to hear the sound the
musicians intended.

Samsung Galaxy Note 4 from £450 (SIM-free) AKG Y50 £80 TOTAL BUILD £530
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Yes, you can go high-res on the go. While there are
a quite a few standalone portable high-res players,
they aren't always the most affordable.

Most flagship smartphones these days are
capable of handling high-res. If you're getting a
smartphone anyway, you might as well get one of
these, and avoid having to carry another device.

Take the Samsung Galaxy Note 4. It's a pocket
multimedia monster, and a great portable media
centre. Besides its massive screen, it also offers
support for FLAC files up to 24-bit/192kHz. Its sound
is enthusiastic, with admirable rhythm and drive.
It's balanced and detailed.

Pair this with the AKG Y50s: well-built cans with
insight, good timing, impressive clarity and punchy
dynamics. Their design may be a little flash, but you
also have a choice of blue, yellow, or black.

TECH SPECS

SAMSUNG GALAXY NOTE 4-Memory 32GB
Expandable memory microSD up to 128GB e
Battery 3220mAh e Screen size 5.7in e Screen
resolution 1440x2560 e Dimensions (hwd)
1154 x 79 x 8.5mm e Weight 179g

AKG Y50 Type On-ear ¢ Dimensions (hwd)

16 x 10 x 8cm o Cable length 1.2m e Weight 190g



Pioneer's network audio
player is a remarkable box
of tricks that ticks most

boxes and sounds great

HIGH-RESOLUTION AUDIO

Bowers & Wilkins stunning
685 S2s will do justice to
this powerful and superb-

sounding high-res system

Pioneer N-50A £500 Arcam FMJ A19 £650 B&W 685 S2 £500 TOTAL BUILD £1650

integrated amp for 2014,

There are good arguments for desktop, multi-room
or portable listening, but for us nothing beats a
good sit-down with a traditional separates system.
What we've assembled here arguably provides the
best sound you can get for £1650.

Your source here is the Pioneer N-50A. It's a new
network audio player, with many tricks up its ample
sleeves. It can take virtually any file format you can
throw at it. Connections are varied, offering local
and web-based streaming goodness, as well as
physical inputs (optical, coaxial, USB). All that, and
it sounds fantastic too. If you're after network
streaming, this ticks many, many boxes.

We'd connect that to the Arcam FMJ A19, the
brilliant integrated stereo amp that took home a
Product of the Year gong at our 2014 Awards. Its
build and connections are impressive, but not as
much as the big, room-filling sound. You get bags of
subtle, revealing detail, as well as strong dynamics
and remarkable composure.

Top it off with the B&W 685 S2s. Not only are
they also Award-winners, they've proven
themselves again by winning our latest Supertest
(see p26). They really are a superlative pair of
standmounters, with an authoritative, thrilling
sound and remarkable agility.

TECHSPECS

Pioneer N-50A Inputs optical, coaxiale Outputs
optical, coaxial e USB Yes e Ethernet Yes e Wi-fi via
adaptor e Bluetooth via adaptor ¢ Dimensions (hwd)
10 x 44 x 33cm @ Weight 7.5kg

Arcam FMJ A19 Power 50W per channel e Line
level in 6 e Headphone out Yes ¢ MM phono in Yes e
Dimensions (hwd) 8.5 x 43 x 27.5cm e Weight 8.5kge
B&W 68552 Power 100W « Impedence 8ohm e
Sensitivity 87dB e Dimensions (hwd)
34.5x19x32cm

v
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So Pure. So Stylish.

Solo.

Arcam’s world-class reputation for state-of-the-art home cinema and
high performance Hi-Fi systems has now been applied to a soundbar.

The new Solo bar and sub have been designed to make Arcam’s
legendary sound quality accessible to a wider audience, setting a new
standard for music and movie reproduction from a soundbar.

For more information on these landmark products
or to find your nearest stockist visit www.arcam.co.uk

ARCAM

Bringing music and movies to life
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home entertainment thrills,

size matterswhen seekingyour

soallowustolight the pathtoyour ideal projector...

ith flagship tellies peaking at l ’ O N
around 75-or-so inches, the

ultimate big-screen cinematic

experience still comes from having a
quality projector at home.

For less than £1500 you can get up to
300in of picture from some of the units
here - each of them new to our test rooms.

Projectors remain the pinnacle for the
cinema aficionado, with all the pleasures
of sitting in a darkened room with your
favourite film or box set running on a
large screen. Today's projector has plenty ON TEST
more to offer though: 3D playback seems Acer H9505BD, p62
to be standard now at this price, as are i BenQW1500, p63
built-in speakers, multiple HDMI inputs .
and USB slots for media playback. We're A AL e
also seeing wireless connectivity and InFocus IN5312a, p65
DLNA functionality on board.

Read on to discover which of these
big-screen behemoths is best for you.
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After starting out in the PC market, Acer
decided to spread its wings, becoming a
respected brand in the world of
smartphones and tablets. Most recently
it has made a brave foray into wearable
technology. Along with all that, the
company is known to produce projectors
as well - and here we have the flagship
model in its new ‘home’ range.

Three is a magic number
Most rivals have one or two HDMI inputs,
but the Acer has three - handy if you're
bypassing a home cinema amp and
connecting sources directly into your
projector. There's a host of analogue
connections too (such as VGA inputs for
laptops), and the potential for wireless
playback by means of an optional
wireless adapter (not included) that
plugs into one of two USB sockets. The
spare USB allows for playback of media
files stored on a stick, while DLNA
functionality allows you access files over
your network via the projector's LAN
input. The ‘media’ hub interface is
nothing flashy, but it is easy to follow.

It takes a few minutes longer than
usual to get up and running. This is partly

mEE

We're pleased to report
performs consistent
content. It's capable
3000 lumens) pictur

he Acer H9505BD
ay, DVD and 3D
ight (thanks to its
dges are crisp

The remote is a bugbear: it fits well in hand, but is
a pain to use due to its illogical layout (the ‘enter’
buttonisin a strange position, to say the least)
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due to the lack of adjustable feet, which
can make positioning a little tricky
(especially when the projector is placed
in a position lower than the screen).

Versatile performer

We're pleased to report the H9505BD
performs consistently with Blu-ray, DVD
and 3D content. It's capable of a clear,
bright (thanks to its 3000 lumens)
picture - edges are crisp, if not quite as
sharp as the best. We play TT3D: Closer to
the Edge on Blu-ray and the Acer shows
respectable contrast: white details on
bikes, and the black biker-jackets are
convincing. Motion is mostly smooth -
you have to put the Acer through
fast-paced scenes to notice it's a little
rougher round the edges than the Epson
EH-TW6600 or BenQ W1500 in this test.
The Acer’s colour rendition is far from
washed-out, but colours don't have that
‘pop’ factor or enough subtlety to
convince. The same flaw applies with
detail. The H9505BD’s efforts are decent,
but more subtlety is needed for it to
compete with the very best.

Play the same film in 3D and, again,
the picture becomes a little messy
when motion is involved. It's not so
bad as to hinder our enjoyment, but
it is noticeable.

With only a six-watt output from the
built-in speakers, it's little wonder the
Acer's sound is restricted and unable to
reach the same volume of rivals, but then
again you won't have to worry about fan
noise - it's a polite purr (though you will
have to sit close by to hear movies clearly).

The Acer has its qualities: connections
are decent and picture quality wins
points for good clarity and brightness.
Unfortunately, rivals best the H9505BD on
performance at almost every other turn.

Rating [T T¥k

FOR A bright, clear image; balanced, clean
colours; plenty of connection options
AGAINST Has a few motion issues in 2D and
3D; rivals have more insight

VERDICT A decent performer, but outclassed
by rivals. We expect more from a flagship model




The W1500 is the next model up from
the current Award-winning W1400 in
BenQ's ‘W’ series, so it comes with plenty
of expectation. And it copes with the
burden admirably. Although not quite
a class-leader like its smaller sibling (as
the four stars awarded here shows), the
W1500 maintains high standards.
Initially, it's hard to tell the W1400 and
W1500 apart. They look identical and are
fairly evenly matched for specification:
both DLP projectors are Full HD (1920 x
1080), support 3D and have the same
contrast ratios (10,000:1), brightness
levels (2200 lumens), zoom (1.6) and
throw ratio (1.07-1.71).

Down to the wireless

However, the W1500's wireless ability
helps justify the extra spend. With the
supplied transmitter plugged into the
HDMI socket of a compatible source (a
Blu-ray player or gaming console, say)
the projector can beam its picture to a
screen without a direct connection. It's
easy to set up, too. If you do prefer a
physical connection, there are plenty:
twin HDMI inputs (helpfully located on
the left-hand side for easy access), a

The W1500's wireless al
spend. With the supr
HDMI socket of a co

can beam its picture
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helps justify the extra
itter plugged into an
rce, the projector
) without wires

The BenQ's remote control keys for picture
adjustment are nifty shortcuts during set-up,
although we would like bigger function menus

mini-USB, PC, component, RCA inputs,
and a 3.5mm input and output.

This short-throw projector gives you a
screen size of up to 84in at a distance of
two metres, so it is ideal for small rooms
where the projector and screen need to
be close to one another (of course the
zoom offers leeway here).

All the right moves
The W1500 has all the right performance
assets at this price: it's bright and
controlled, with good insight and solid
colours. It's not as eye-catching as the
Epson, yet we find the BenQ convincing.
Skintones are impressive, while true
blacks and vivid whites make for
exemplary contrast.

Load Harry Potter on Blu-ray and,
as the battle on the broomsticks takes
off, the BenQ doesn't miss a beat. Even
in low-light scenes it shows a good eye
for detail, although it's not quite as
perceptive as the fine Epson
EH-TW6600. When it comes to 3D, the
W1500 is clear, stable and has depth,
making it an enjoyable watch.

We turn to The Grand Budapest Hotel
on DVD and the W1500 maintains its
standards, losing only the insight you'd
expect with the resolution drop. With
striking aesthetics and vivid colours, this
film is a good test. The BenQ complies
happily: colours are deep and rich. Detail
is decent too.

For sound the BenQ is clear, goes
reasonably loud (fan noise being no more
than a gentle whirr) and, surprisingly, has
a decent amount of body. For TV viewing
or gaming it will do the job.

The W1500 can't quite muster enough
punch or subtlety to gain the full five
stars, but there’s no doubting its appeal.
A very decent all-round performer.

Rating [T 1T 1|

FOR Clear picture; realistic colours; decent
contrast; can connect wirelessly; compact,
portable build; logical remote; easy to set up
AGAINST Lacks a touch of punch; competition
VERDICT A well-featured product that's worth
considering if wireless connectivity is a must

wwwwhathifi.com 63



The EH-TW6600 is, like many an Epson
to have come before it, a seriously
competent projector. Its picture is rich,
punchy and insightful, and the complete
package when it comes to build and
ease-of-use. Epson has consistently been
winning five stars of late (and an Award),
S0 we've come to expect quality from the
projector giant - and this EH-TW6600
doesn't let the side down.

Compare and contrast
The specification sheet here looks
standard at this price point: Full HD, 3D
playback (as well as 2D-to-3D conversion)
and a decent number of connections.
Then you discover the 70,000:1 contrast
ratio - seven times higher than most
rivals. The proof is certainly in the
picture. Deep, oily blacks and punchy
whites (even without the ‘Super White'
mode on) appear from the very first
frame of our THX Optimizer disc.
Colours are bold and punchy, opting
for outright richness over the slightly
more natural, refined palette of the BenQ
W1500. The Epson'’s crispness and
insight gives it the upper hand on its
rivals though: Guardians Of The Galaxy

Colours are bold and p
richness over the slic
palette of the BenQ
and insight give it the

opting for outright
atural, refined
Epson’s crispness
1d on rivals though

The remote is tall, chunky and not one you will lose
down the back of the sofa. It's well laid out, despite
aset of buttons applicable only to the ‘W' model
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on Blu-ray is a picture full of detail and
subtlety - every whisker on Rocket the
racoon is perceptible, and the tree-like
Groot is precisely outlined. The
EH-TW6600 sets the standard for
sharpness at this price, edging the BenQ
W1500 by a pencil shaving or two. It
doesn't trip up with motion either. Fight
sequences take place without a hitch.

Gravity has depth
3D performance is impressive: it's just as
stable, detailed and clear as 2D, and
communicates a good sense of depth as
we look through the space shuttle in
Gravity. Contrast remains the best in
class, while our only grumble remains
the richness of some colours. There's a
pair of active glasses in the box (a
three-minute charge gives three hours
use; 50 minutes for 40 hours), although
you may need to budget for a second pair.
Even when dropping down to DVD
quality the Epson still manages to deliver
big-screen thrills. It's hard to tell the
difference in resolution as we play sci-fi
thriller Lucy. You have to move up to the

pricier EH-TW6600W for wireless
connections (hence the ‘W’ suffix), but
the EH-TW6600 is still well equipped.
Easily accessible around the back are the
usual component, composite and RCA
inputs beside two HDMI inputs. A single
USB for photo playback is a nice bonus,
too. The mini-USB is only for service.
The Epson’s 20-watt speakers are
rear-firing, so are ideal if you're sat
behind the projector. But if that's not
practical, don't worry: they can belt out
sound louder and clearer than most.
Overall, it's another resounding
success for Epson. If you don't care much
for wireless features or portability, you
can't really go wrong for the money.

Rating (T 11111

FOR Punchy, crisp picture; stable, smooth
delivery; well-equipped; simple set-up; built-in
speakers go loudish

AGAINST Remote control is big

VERDICT Performance-wise, it delivers pretty
much everything. Another success for Epson




Since the arrival of 4K in the world of
home cinema, Full HD has increasingly
become a ‘standard’ spec. Soit's
surprising to still see products being
made with lower resolutions, especially
those with four-figure price tags.

The IN5312a has only a1024 x 768
resolution, which means it not only has
to upscale to play DVDs (like its Full HD
rivals), but downscale Blu-rays, too. (The
more expensive model of InFocus's
two-strong IN5300a range has a 1920 x
1080 resolution).

Lighten up

Resolution may put the InFocus a step
behind rivals on paper, but it does deliver
6000 lumens - double the measure of
brightness of most at this price - so it
could be ideal for rooms with a lot of
ambient light. The result? An
impressively bright picture that gives
films a glowing presence. Beam Killer Joe
on Blu-ray, and daylight scenes in the
Texas trailer park are coherent (though
colours aren't as rich or punchy as we'd
like). Lots of brightness is often a
trade-off for contrast, and although the
InFocus's contrast ratio is only 2000:1

[T ok

The InFocus delivers 60
measure of most at i
rooms with a lot of ¢
bright picture that giv
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mens -double the
) it could be ideal for
It's an impressively
glowing presence

The InFocus remote control is nicely designed,
with bright back-lit buttons and a ridge on the
back for a more ergonomic effect

(the norm is four or five times higher)
whites are clean and blacks have
reasonable depth. A fair amount of detail
helps make for a watchable picture too,
although under closer scrutiny it's clear
some subtlety is lost here.

Struggles with dark matter
Clarity suffers in low-light conditions and
dark detail is too easily lost: in a low-lit
caravan, furniture in the background is
hard to make out, and Matthew
McConaughey's black gloves and cowboy
hat lack texture. There's a hint of motion
blur as the camera moves around the
caravan, but motion is really only an
issue in faster, action-packed scenes.

3D glasses are not included here, but if
you're willing to spend the extra £50 per
pair it won't go to waste. Though not
particularly detailed, the 3D picture is
coherent enough - clear, bright and
holding up well with depth and motion.

The menus are helpfully blown up
on-screen, though a little problematic in
layout. The InFocus's single HDMI port is
outnumbered by most rivals, but isn't

disastrous when sources are, typically,
plugged into a home cinema amp.
Elsewhere there's a generous smattering
of connections: composite, component,
3.5mm and RCA inputs. A USB and
mini-USB port are present, but they're
solely for power and service respectively.
Ideally you will want a dedicated
sound system, but the projector’s two
built-in 3W-speakers are adequate. If you
sit close by, it goes loud enough for films
to be heard above the fairly loud fan.
InFocus has been off form recently,
and the IN5312a is not a turning point.
The sub-£1500 projector field is hugely
competitive, and this projector struggles
against more talented and cheaper rivals.

Rating [T T ¥

FOR Clear, bright picture; decent colour palette
AGAINST Not Full HD: lacks sharpness, detail
and subtlety of rivals; some motion instability;
no 3D glasses supplied; size won't suit everyone
VERDICT A watchable performance that falls
down on crispness and subtlety
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WHAT HI-FI?

AWARDS 2014

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

Soundbars & soundbases
Best soundbar £300-600
Q Acoustics Media4

Media 4 Soundbar
made for music and movies

Plays music, TV and movies equally well - with no extra boxes required ‘

Wirelessly connects smartphones, tablets and laptops using aptX Bluetooth
/ P piops Bng Ap ACOUSTICS

0N
Wall mounts with builin bracket or shelfmount with supplied anti-vibration feet

www.Qacoustics.co.uk

RN It can make anything sound great”  [WHAT HIFFI?| "Sensibly priced and sounds fantasfic...
AWARDS 2014

HIGHLY

O] AV Forums, Highly Recommended MLl delivers the action with great gusto”
AWARD —Ju‘y 2014 Soundbars & soundbases What HiFi? Awards 2014,

Best soundbar £300-600

_ ohowtemedat  ‘Product of the Year’ - October 2014




THE WINNER

fall into the ‘budget’ end of their respective
category. It's the case with projectors, though.

When you factor in the cost of a source (a
Blu-ray player, say) and a screen as a minimum
package, (and costlier again, a home cinema amp
and 5.1 speaker package) you're talking serious
cash. So you need to make the right choice.

There are two projectors in this test that will
make part of a great set-up - but the Epson
EH-TW6600 is unquestionably our top pick.

Like its sibling, the EH-TW5200, it wins on
performance, with an eye-catching colour palette,
gorgeous contrast and, even more importantly, an
eye for detail. And if you're a fan of 3D movies
then its clear, bright performance gives you all the
more reason to invest.

Anyone with particularly inflexible set-ups or a
small room (or both) might favour the impressive
BenQ for its wireless ability and compact build.
And judging its performance, purchasing the BenQ

P roducts with four-figure price tags rarely

PROJECTORS TEST

wouldn't be a bad move - the W1500 isn't quite
as insightful or punchy as the Epson, but its
clean, realistic picture earns it a hearty
recommendation from us.

Speaker of sorts
Both the Epson and BenQ have decent, loud
built-in speakers too, which will tide you over for
TV viewing until a better solution (ideally a
surround speaker package of sorts) comes along.
The Acer H9505BD and InFocus IN5312a are
harder to vouch for - not least because they
cannot match the Epson and BenQ for punch,
colour depth or subtlety. The InFocus's lower
resolution also proves problematic for sharpness,
although its vast connectivity will no doubt please
those looking to hook up a number of sources.
Acer’s new flagship arrived with much
expectation attached, and initially it looked
good. But performance issues and a poor remote
control handset cost it in the end.

Three partners that will help make sure
yousee the Epson EH-TW6600 atits best

Homecinemaamp
SonySTR-DN1050£500 [T T T 111
Incredible value, this home cinema
powerhouse has pretty much all the features
and ability you need.

Speaker package
DaliZensor151£980 [ [ T T T 11
This Award-winning packageis as
entertaining asitisinsightful, delivering
plenty of punchand drama. Superb.

Blu-ray player
SonyBDP-S7200£220 [ T T T 111
Apart from a stunning picture, this Sony will
give yousmarts, and high-res music
support too.

Total build from £3100

For a full list of specifications and
other useful info visit whathifi.com

Facts & figures

Acer H9505BD BenQW1500

Epson EH-TW6600

£1300

Type DLP o Aspect ratio 16:9 ¢ Max
image size 300in e Throw ratio 1.5-2.28
 Resolution 1920 x 1080 e Rated
brightness 3000Im e Fan noise 42dB ¢
HDMIin 3 « Dimensions (hwd)
13x40x31cm o Weight 7kg

£1400

Type DLP ¢ Aspect ratio 16:9 e Max
image size 300in » Throw ratio
1.07-1.71 Resolution 1920 x 1080 e
Rated brightness 2200Im e Fan noise
43dB ¢ HDMI in 2 « Dimensions
12x34x28cm o Weight 3.9kg

£1400 (T T 1TT11

Type LCD e Aspect ratio 16:9 « Max
image size 300in e Throw ratio
1.32-2.15 Resolution 1920 x 1080 e
Rated brightness 2500Im e Fan noise
44dB ¢ HDMI in 2 ¢ Dimensions
16x41x30cm o Weight 6.7kg

InFocus IN5312a

£1450

Type DLP ¢ Aspect ratio 4:3 e Max
image size 217in e Throw ratio 1.6-2s e
Resolution 1024 x 768  Rated
brightness 6000Im e Fan noise 49dB
* HDMIin 1« Dimensions 18x43x34cm
* Weight 8.6kg

wwwuwhathifi.com 67




The world’s most desirable kit

““Finesse and top-quality
resolution in abundance”

= Aesthetix Janus Signature/Atlas Stereo Signature
Preamp/power amp combination

= £10,000/£10,000 [ T 1T 1 1 11

there’s no shortage of pre/power
combinations that cost £20,000. They
come in all shapes and sizes, with power
outputs that vary from single digits to
kilowatts. We've heard many of them over
the years and, in our view, this Aesthetix
pre/power combo is one of the very best.
We're reviewing the Signature version
of each product. These retrofittable
upgrades add £3300 to the standard
Janus preamp's price and attract a £2000
premium for the Atlas stereo power
amplifier. That additional money buys
a host of improved components and
results in a notably more transparent
and detailed sound. The standard
pre- and power are great but, if you can
stretch to them, the Signatures versions
are worth the extra in the right system.
It says much for the talent of this
Janus/Atlas pairing that our biggest
complaint has to do with the remote.
While functional, it just isn't classy
enough for a product of this price, and
would look far more at home partnering
some budget Bluetooth speaker.

I t may surprise many readers to know

0Old-school but new-wave

Take alook at the spec sheet and the
Janus Signature preamp seems old
school: it uses a valve-based circuit and
includes a serious phonostage where
most rivals have long since gone
line-level only. But Aesthetix’s execution
of this design is cutting edge.

It's the flexibility of the phono stage
that grabs our attention. The circuit’s
gain can be adjusted from 40dB to 75dB,
which means it accommodates moving-
magnet and moving-coil cartridges.

If you don't have a record player,
Aesthetix makes a line-level version of
the Janus called the Calypso - the
Signature version of that product retails
for £6800. Beyond the Janus's phono
stage there's an ample supply of
line-level inputs and outputs of both the
single-ended and balanced variety.

Care over construction

Take the lid off the preamp - an easy
thing to do because it's held on
(securely) by strips of Velcro - and you'll
find an immaculately constructed
product. The valve-powered circuit

is dual mono and fully balanced, to
maximise consistency between channels
and keep noise levels low.

Other interesting design touches
include zero overall feedback in the
circuit and the use of discrete resistor
ladder volume control rather than a
more conventional potentiometer
design. It's all done to improve dynamics
and optimise resolution.

The Atlas Signature power amp is
something of a beast. It's a relatively
compact box by price standards but
weighs a hefty 32kg. Impressively, its
200W-per-channel power output
doubles as impedance halves to 4 ohms

The Aesthetix sound is smooth and as refined as you like;

no hard edges here, no tendency to harshness. Yet these
components partner this civility with sledgehammer muscle

- that's enough to drive any speaker to
decent levels, even in a large room.

Inside you'll find the same care found
in the preamp. Everything is neatly
assembled and the circuits carefully
organised to reduce interference. The
Atlas is a hybrid design that couples a
valve input stage to a transistor-based
output section. As with the preamp,
Aesthetix has designed a fully balanced
circuit with zero global feedback.

There are more front panel controls
here than would be expected on a stereo
power amp, and there’s an input that
connects to a built-in crossover. The
working range of the filter is 40-200Hz,
and it's intended for use in stereo
systems where there's a subwoofer or
speakers that have a powered bass
section. It's an unusual but neat touch.

Speaker output terminals aren't
something we talk about often, but the
rhodium-plated ones on the Atlas are a
little different. They clamp down on the
speaker cable, making them ideal for use
with spade connectors or bare wire
rather than the banana plugs we
normally use. They make for a really
firm connection.

Comfortably bedded in

Our review samples of the Janus and
Atlas are well-run demo units, so it only
takes an hour or so before they start to
sing. 'Comfortable’ is the word that we
keep coming back to in our notes. The
Aesthetix sound is smooth, and as
refined as you like. There are no hard
edges here, no tendency to harshness,
even with less-than-perfect recordings.
Yet these components - the pre- and
power share the same sonic character

68 wwwwhathificom



Everything inside is neatly
assembled and the circuits carefully
organised to reduce interference

See overleaf for
more detail...
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Aesthetix Janus Signature/Atlas Stereo Signature

In detail

TECH SPECS
JANUS
SIGNATURE
Type Preamp

Inputs 5 x line level,

MM/MC phonoiin,
tape loop

Outputs RCA, XLR
Dimensions (hwd)
11 x45x46cm

ATLAS
SIGNATURE
Type Power amp
Power 2 x 200W
Inputs 2 x RCA,
2xXLR
Bridgeable no
Weight 32kg
Dimensions (hwd)
22 x46 x48cm

- partner this civility with sledgehammer
muscle when required. That
combination of abilities is rare, even
among the priciest of products.

We start off with something small-
scale, playing Debussy’s Clair De Lune
from our Naim NDS555PS streamer. This
piece of music thrives when fed through
a system that has finesse and top-quality
resolution - qualities this pre/power has
in abundance.

We're struck by the solidity of the
sound first, then by the clean and precise
way this amplifier defines the shape of
the piano notes. There's just so much
detail on offer, with the Aesthetix
delivering a full dose of the instrument's
harmonic richness.

Knight packs a punch

We follow up with Hans Zimmer's The
Dark Knight Rises OST and are taken
with the Aesthetix’s scale and authority.
There's an impressive amount of
low-end punch in evidence and we're
pleased with the pairing’s ability to
deliver large-scale dynamic swings with
real venom. Stereo imaging is impressive

Aesthetix has taken great care with the circuit layout on these
products. Both the Janus (left) and Atlas (above) feature shielding over
their power-supply sections. That's the silver metal cover you can see
in the photos. This reduces the adverse effect of any electromagnetic
radiation generated by the supply affecting the delicate low-level
signals in the audio circuits. The result should be a purer sound.

You'll also notice the symmetrical circuit layouts, more obvious in
the preamp, to maximise stereo imaging and the use of valves in both
products. We reckon the better-quality components of these Signature
editions are worthwhile provided your system is talented enough.

too, with the soundstage nicely layered
and precisely populated.

Tonally, this pre/power combination
isn't the most neutral we've heard:
there’s a hint of sweetness at high
frequencies and an element of
extra warmth and richness through
midrange and bass frequencies. None
of this goes too far however, and the
payback is a sonic balance that keeps the
worst of recordings listenable while
allowing the very best to shine.

Good news for vinyl

What of that phono stage? It's terrific,
giving little away to the line-level inputs
in terms of outright clarity - some feat
considering the extra circuit complexity,
equalisation and gain required.

We feed our reference Clearaudio
Innovation Wood turntable a range of
music from Michael Jackson's Bad and
REM's Automatic For The People to
Dukas's The Sorcerer’s Apprentice, and
love what we hear. There's hard-charging
rhythmic drive when the music
demands, plenty of punch and a
class-leading degree of organisation.

We're struck by the solidity of the sound first, then by the
clean and precise way this amplifier defines the shape of
the piano notes. There's just so much detail on offer

Vocals are delivered with fluidity and a
convincing sense of presence.

We're really impressed by this pre/
power combination. Rarely has high-end
amplification been so easy-going while
still retaining the transparency the price
point demands. Aesthetix has produced
a standout performer at this price.

Rating [T T 1111

Janus Signature preamplifier

FOR Excellent phonostage; impressive
refinement coupled to class-leading resolution;
strong dynamics and rhythmic ability; fine build
AGAINST Poor remote

VERDICT We can't think of a better high-end
preamp with a built-in phonostage

Rating (T T 1111
Atlas Signature power amplifier

FOR Powerful; authoritative; impressive
resolution; composure and refinement

AGAINST For a product of this type, nothing

VERDICT One of the finest power amps we've
heard; couples refinement to insight superbly
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NIGHTHAWK

AROUND-THE-EAR SEMI-OPEN HEADPHONES

Piccs) audioquest.




designed and made
in-house by ATC

Standards of build
and finish are
generally exceptional,
but we're not sure
about the supplied
metal grilles, which
look less than classy




Red stops (which

feature top and
bottom) help protect
the heat sinks and
connectors; one XLR
and the power input

“Low-end authority only really
capable big speakers manage”

= ATC SCMAOA Active stereo speakers

w£6280 [TT 1111

wo things strike us when we first
I unpack ATC’s brand-new SCM40A
floorstanders. The first is the
sheer weight of the things. They pile in
at 36kg each, meaning a strong, helpful
friend is handy come unpacking time. It'll
avoid damage to them, and your back.

Once we've wrestled them out of their
boxes it occurs to us these may well be
the best-value speakers the company
makes. If the idea of a six-grand
floorstander being called good value
bothers you, consider that there's no
cheaper way of getting a full dose of
ATC's heavy-duty engineering and
studio-proven technology.

What makes ATCs different? It comes
down to drive units, mostly. There are
few speaker companies outside the
industry giants making their own drive
units. Most small manufacturers - ATC is
tiny by most standards - tend to buy in
units from OEM suppliers.

In-house and independent
With the introduction of a tweeter
designed and manufactured in house,
ATC now makes all its drivers. The
SCM40A features a version of this new
25mm tweeter as well as being home to
the company’s trademark 75mm
soft-dome midrange (introduced way
back in 1976) and 16.5cm bass driver.
The SCM40A has three power amps
(and an active crossover) in each
enclosure. There's a 150W module for
the bass driver, 60W driving the
midrange and a 25W amplifier for the
tweeter. It all comes wrapped in a solidly
made, curved cabinet, finished in cherry
or black ash. Our only aesthetic concern
has to do with the supplied metal grilles
- they're not particularly classy.

Once up and running these are
deeply impressive speakers. Though
magnificently detailed, they sound
notably less clinical than some ATC
actives we've heard in the past, yet no
less insightful. That's a great thing.

An unbiased account
We listen to a range of recordings from
Keith Jarrett's Paris/London: Testament
and Tchaikovsky's Swan Lake all the
way to Dead Weather's 60 Feet Tall, and
these speakers take it all in their stride.
They show no bias towards any genre.
The way they reproduce dynamics
is excellent. They have the reach to
convince with the large-scale dynamic
swings of Swan Lake, punching out
crescendos with enthusiasm. There’s an
impressive dose of muscle here, and the
kind of low-end authority only really
capable big speakers truly manage. Yet

TECH SPECS

Type Floorstander
Amplification 235W;
(tweeter 25W,
midrange 60W,

bass 150W)

Finishes 2
Dimensions (hwd)
98 x 37 x 34cm

drivers, but the new

these ATCs are more than happy to turn
their hand to subtlety when required.
Jarrett's piano playing simply sparkles,
the SCM40s rendering the shape and
harmonics of each note beautifully.

Insightful and cohesive

If you want to analyse a recording, we
can think of few alternatives as good.
Every subtlety is sharply defined with
the speakers keeping organised and
controlled, yet fluid, even when the
music becomes complex. Most hi-fi -
even true high-end kit - has problems
making sense of Radiohead's 15 Step. Not
these ATCs. They take all in their stride,
revealing a lovely cohesion throughout
the frequency range. Resolution, timing
and dynamics are all spot-on.

Initially, a price of more than six grand
looks steep for a pair of conventional-
looking floorstanders. But factor in the
built-in amplification, exotically
engineered in-house drive units and the
resultant exceptional sound quality, and
the SCM40As emerge as something of a
high-end bargain. Consider us smitten.

Rating (T T 1111

FOR Terrific detail resolution; exceptional
dynamics and control; composure; integration
AGAINST Performance loses a little too much
sparkle at low volume

VERDICT Terrific. The most affordable way to a
full dose of ATC's technology and engineering
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MOVIES + MUSIC + GAMES

PLAY LIST

The movies, music and games to test your system

Out this month...

Interstellar

Blu-ray

Out 30 March

Bonus content

« The Science of Interstellar

« Plotting an Interstellar Journey

» Life on Cooper's Farm

» The Dust

» TARS and CASE

» Cosmic Sounds

» The Space Suits

» The Endurance

* Shooting in Iceland: Miller's
Planet/Mann’s Planet

» The Endurance

* The Ranger and the Lander

» Miniatures in Space

» The Simulation of Zero-G

« Celestial Landmarks

« Across All Dimensions and Time

* Final Thoughts

« Theatrical Trailers

« Celestial Landmarks

Duration169m

Audio English: DTS-HD

Master Audio 5.1
Picture 2.40:1,1080p

[ picwre || || |
fsound ||| ||
EEEEaEEN

—_—

Valiant overreach for the stars

Shoot for the moon, the saying
goes. Miss and you'll still land
among stars. The logic: stars are a
fine consolation prize. That's the
deal with Chris Nolan's latest, most
audacious project yet: Interstellar
is almost a masterpiece.

It is the near future. The planet
is dying, and astronauts look to
outer space for solutions. Leading
them is Matthew McConaughey,
who must abandon his family to
potentially save mankind.

Interstellar isn't really about
space. Its concern is the human
condition. Fear, love, and hope
take the spotlight as much as
rockets and black holes.

But it proves just too much to
handle. The ingredients are not
quite done, even with a generous
baking time of 169 minutes.

Not that there's anything wrong
with a slow build, of course. The
first hour or so admirably ensures
you give a damn.

Interstellar really hits its stride
once we get to the final frontier.
This is Nolan at his best, serving
up hypnotic beauty and mind-
bending physics supposedly
backed up by Real Science.

Ever wanted to see a black hole?
This is about as close as you'll get.
It looks gorgeous at a crisp 1080p.

A nod to the master
For Kubrick fans, the shadow of
2001: A Space Odyssey is hard to
miss. Interstellar navigates its
cosmic playground with panache.
Claustrophobic interior scenes
are juxtaposed with sweeping
vistas of planets. There are even a
couple of mildly creepy robots.
And yet Nolan avoids being
eclipsed. His is a separate vibe.
The majesty of Johann Strauss has
no place on the soundtrack, which
opts for the turbulent Hans
Zimmer instead. Sadly, the sound
effects often overpower dialogue.

Crucially, while Kubrick went
headlong into the void, Nolan
keeps an eye on Earth - with
mixed results.

After two hours of restraint, the
final act veers into the realm of
ridiculous convenience. Scientific
concepts are thrown about, and
Anne Hathaway tries hard not to
cringe as she delivers a soliloquy
about the importance of love (and
its similarity to gravity).

The bold, mature journey ends
on a contrived, tedious note - and
about 40 minutes too late.

Should you watch this? Oh yes,
very much so. Despite some
gaping flaws, this is still a journey
well worth taking.

Its scale and ambition are
deeply impressive, it is impossible
to fault the production values, and
the spectacle on offer is like
nothing we've seen this year.
Interstellar may be hard to love,
but it is easy to admire.
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S pot ify h i gh I ights Join us on Spotify whf.cm/playlist15

Henry Thomas: Bull Doze

Blues Recordings from the

late "20s are short on fidelity,
but Bull Doze Blues is an evocative
listen. You already know some of it.

Michael Jackson: Off The Wall An
exquisite Quincy Jones production
job, allied to possibly the most joyful
and abandoned vocal Jackson ever
delivered. Irresistible.

Music

Steve Lawler: House Record
Straight outta Birmingham, Steve
Lawler (or King of Space to you)
never strays far from his template. So
you know what you're getting here.

PLAYLIST

Joey Bada$$: Paper Trail$ After
three acclaimed mixtapes, Joey
Bada$$ released his debut album on
20th January 2015, which was also
his 20th birthday. Sickening, really.

GAMES, MOVIES
& FORTHCOMING

RELEASES

Hi-res download, CD, vinyl

BJORK
VULNICURA
Out now

Say what you like about Bjork (people
always have and always will), there's
no denying the strength of her
commitment or her credentials as an
artist. The clarity of her artistic vision,
on the other hand, has sometimes
been easier to question.

Vulnicura, though, might be Bjork's
most unified and coherent album
since 1995's Post. With the sole
exception of History Of Touches (the
sort of dislocated electronics and
knowable-only-to-herself vocal
melody that constituted almost all of
2011's Biophilia), Vulnicura combines

beautifully arranged and recorded
strings, glitchy electronics and
percussion, and eloquent use of
silence. And while Bjork's vocals are
as idiosyncratic as ever, lyrically there
is an unprecedented level of candour
here. There's a proud tradition of
break-up albums in popular music,
and songs like Lionsong and Notget
put Vulnicura right up there.

Top production values

And in the right circumstances (and
on the right system), Vulnicura can
sound stunning. It's obviously been
painstakingly recorded, and as a
result it's a spacious, punchy, headily
dynamic listen. This is particularly true
of the hi-res download (which would
appear to tick all of our criteria boxes
laid out on p52's hi-res audio feature).
It's simply alive with detail, possessing
the sort of harmonic richness and
differentiation that makes the
copious string arrangements spring
to life. So it's a spirited, challenging
recording on every level.

Specifications

Duration 58m 37s

Standout track Lionsong Like a
celestial choir singing the blunter
sections of a self-help manual.

B e

Listen to it this way

The system

Pioneer N-50A £500 [ T T T 111

Outstanding value for money, and a streamer

well up to making the most of Vulnicura

ArcamA19£650 [T T T 111

A prodigious combination of dynamism
and delicacy, the Arcam covers all bases

Bowers & Wilkins 685 S2 £500

[ [ T T T Ndt the first time they're been
mentioned in glowing terms in this issue

This lot'll ensure none of
Bjork's idiosyncrasies
are lost in translation

p76

Download, CD, vinyl

THEGO! TEAM
THESCENE BETWEEN
Out March 23rd

For 10 years now Brighton's The Go!
Team (or, more accurately but less
excitingly, Brighton's lan Parton) have
been making a rattlingly joyful
Bacharach-meets-Avalanches-on-a-
date-with-the-BBC-Radiophonic-
Workshop kind of sound. Strong on
nursery-rhyme melodies, big on
poppy hooks but rather too often
sounding like corking intros in search
of songs, The Go! Team are, like
eating a whole big bag of Haribo in
one sitting, initially quite compelling
but possibly likely to prove too sugary
and chewy.

B ol

Listen to it this way

The system

MarantzCD6005£280 [ [ T T T [ 1
Looks, feels and, crucially, sounds considerably
more expensive than that price would suggest

RegaBrio-R£500 [ [T T T 11

Half the width but all the performance, the

Brio-R is an agile, surefooted listen

Wharfedale Diamond220£200 [ T T I T 11
Frankly unlikely value for money, and more than
capable of matching up to the Rega amp

Fourth album The Scene Between
(2017's Rolling Blackouts was
rumoured to be a swan-song but you
know how these things can be) is
more of the same. Wafer-thin
biscuit-tin drum sounds, tiber-girly
vocal lines, and an impenetrably
thick, congested and gleefully
overdriven production that makes
following individual instrumental
strands nigh-on impossible.

Rough and ready charm
Despite its relative lack of hi-fi
worthiness, though, The Scene
Between is still good, harmless,
scuzzy fun. What D'You Say?, Her Last
Wave and the title track in particular
build a tinny, unstable bridge
between pre-Beatles Brit-pop and
old-skool hip-hop you may not have
even known you needed. In fact, the
majority of the charm of The Scene
Between is derived despite, rather
than because of, its hi-fi credentials
or lack thereof. So don't let its
ramshackle sound put you off.

Specifications

Duration 35m 19s

Standout track Her Last Wave
Pudding-sweet and an absolute
pea-souper of a listen.

Let The Go! Team's chaotic
sound ring true - play them
through this fine system
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Movieshorts

Silicon Valley (Season 1)

It was only a matter of time before
sitcoms tackled the likes of Apple and
Google. It is amusing enough, and
supposedly not far from the truth.

The Imitation Game
Benedict Cumberbatch plays a
socially awkward genius again, only
this time he's up against the Nazis in
a codebreaking extravaganza.

Nightcrawler

Creepy, greasy Jake Gyllenhaal's drive
for success has him filming accident
and murder scenes for bloodthirsty
TV news in this unsettling thriller.

The Hunger Games: Mockingjay
(Part 1) This time, teenagers are not
killed for laughs. Jennifer Lawrence
continues to inspire a revolution, and
her sad face is used for propaganda.

On-screen

Wi
Blu-ray
Out now

2. 8. 0. 6. 0"

Belfast, 1971 - the height of the
Troubles in Northern Ireland. A British
soldier (Jack O'Connell) is left behind
following a riot, upsetting the already
delicate balance in a place of extreme
paranoia and violence.

Some people desperately want him
dead. Others provide random acts of
kindness, but not without
consequences. It's properly nasty
business, and nobody is unscathed.

‘71succeeds by not preaching at
you. The politics are left fairly
ambiguous, with admirable and
abhorrent behaviour on both sides.

The film refrains from passing
judgments, instead focusing on our
protagonist's plight as he navigates
disorientating, hostile territory.

Despite the historical setting, 71is
chiefly an action thriller -and a
memorable one at that. With fine
acting and tight direction, what you
getis a short, sharp and utterly
gripping tale of survival.

An excellent choice if you're after
something a little more mature.

B

Watch it this way

The system

Sony BDP-S5200

£85 * &k k&
Astonishing value for money

Sky+ HD 2TB £250 % % % % k
Great storage, great performance

Philips HTL5140
£270 % % % k%
Amazing performance-per-pound ratio

Sony KDL-40W605
£450 % % % %k
A brilliant all-rounder at the price

Games

Battlefield Hardline
PS4, Xbox One, PS3, Xbox 360, PC, Out now

What sounded like an overly gimmicky
version of Battlefield has turned out to
be the best game in the series for ages.
The cops 'n’ robbers theme makes for
some interesting game modes and -
along with better balancing and the
usual battles - makes this a standout
multiplayer first-person shooter.

Resident Evil: Revelations 2
PS4, Xbox One, PS3, Xbox 360, PC, Out now

The original Revelations was a surprise
hit for a survival-horror series that had
seemingly badly lost its way. Hence this
sequel. Split into five episodes, each
with different characters, what's really
interesting about Revelations is its
return to old-school Resi action and
scares. Something of a return to form.

Sunless Sea
PC, Out now

This is not for everyone, but if you like
your games with narrative, decision-
making and exploration, this little indie
title is an utter delight. You're a denizen
of the Unterzee, a London split into
islands, and it's up to you to explore,
uncovering new boroughs and nasty
creatures using a ship.

The Order:1886
PS4 Out now
ok kv

A story of knights battling werewolves
in a slightly steampunk but lush and
believable alternative version of
Victorian London sounds amazing,
and in a lot of ways it is. But The
Order: 1886 is a bit too linear, its
third-person cover-combat too
prescribed. It's very short, too.
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What we are waiting for...

Movies (Blu-ray) Get On Up (30th
March) This year's flood of biopics
continues, and now it's time for Chad
Boseman to do James Brown. Things
are about to get funky.

Movies (Cinema) John Wick (10th
April) Somebody kills Keanu Reeves'
dog. Keanu goes from sad to angry,
and proceeds to shoot ALL the faces
in the name of retribution. Looks fun.

Music (Download, CD, vinyl)
Courtney Barnett - Sometimes |
Sit And Think, And Sometimes|
Just Sit (23rd March) Not long to go
- we're on the edge of our seats here.

Music (Download, CD, vinyl)
Sufjan Stevens - Carrie & Lowell
(30th March) Three years is, frankly,
longer than we should be made to
wait for a new Sufjan Stevens album.

March in Hi-Def

The best on the box

Kevin Bacon and James Purefoy continue

their cat-and-mouse game. Full of brutal
murders balanced with a tight script, this
series is one fans won't want to miss

2015 Formula 1Championship
Sky Sports F1HD & BBC One HD
-15th & 29th March

Nine teams, 18 drivers and 20
races. Formula 1is back, and there
are plenty of changes to look
forward to this year. The biggest
news is that four-time champion
Sebastian Vettel has left Red Bull
Racing to join Kimi Raikkonen at
Ferrari - that's quite a formidable
team. McLaren, however, have the
most experienced team on the
grid, with Fernando Alonso and
Jenson Button racking up 500
races between them. Returning
champions Mercedes will be
looking to retain their crown, and
fans can expect the rivalry

between Hamilton and Rosberg to
rekindle. We start the season down
under in Australia at Melbourne's
street circuit, before heading to
the spectacular night race of the
Malaysian Grand Prix.

Bloodline

Netflix - 20th March

Set in the tropical landscape of the
Florida Keys, Bloodline follows the
Rayburn family - who may or may
not have an ancient curse
haunting them. Detective John
Rayburn (Friday Night Lights' Kyle
Chandler) is confronted with his
family’s dark past when the black
sheep of the family returns and
threatens to spill secrets. With

spooky happenings, ghostly
encounters and evil forces
permeating the family members
and their lives throughout 13
episodes, this original Netflix
series may just end up on your
must-watch list.

Powers

PlayStation Network -

10th March

Sony is carving out its own slice of
Netflix pie with its first scripted
series to be released on the
PlayStation Network. Powers (an
adaptation of a comic-book series
of the same name) is part
superhero fantasy, part crime noir,
and part police procedural - and it
looks rather cool. It follows the
lives of two Chicago homicide
detectives assigned to a special
division that deals only with cases
involving superheroes and
supervillains. It turns out that
superpowers are normal in this
version of Chicago. Detectives

Christian Walker (played by
District 9's Sharlto Copley) and
Deena Pilgrim (Susan Heyward)
head a rather impressive cast that
includes Michelle Forbes, Eddie
Izzard and Noah Taylor. Slick, sexy
and sweary, Powers has plenty of
potential to live up to Netflix's
Marvel counterparts.

TheFollowing

Sky Atlantic HD -

Saturdays, 9pm

Kevin Bacon and James Purefoy
continue their cat-and-mouse
game well into the crime thriller's
third series. After faking his death,
serial killer and cult leader Joe
Carroll is now back behind bars.
FBI agent Ryan Hardy thinks he
can now rest in peace and get on
with his life, but one of Carroll's
followers is continuing his
gruesome work. Full of brutal, gory
murders balanced with a tight,
tense script, this series is one that
fans won't want to miss.
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BUY ONEYEARAND GET
THE SECOND YEAR FREE

When you subscribe to What Hi-Fi? Sound And Vision

PRINTONLYEDITION PRINTAND DIGITALEDITION

% GET 26 issues for only £129.74 £64.87 % GET 26 issues for

% SAVE 50% on the cover price only £233:48 £70.37
* SAVE 70% on the cover

% FREE delivery direct to your door \
prices
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opt-outat ANY time by emailing the datacontroller@haymarket.comor by calling 08448 482 800.
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The No.l source of clear, expert and independent advice

BUYER’S GUIDE

| NEW N

If youwantawhoppingimage i Don'tmissour handy hintson | QR(quick response) codes

For full reviews, get a barcode scanner app

youneed a projector.Firstsee | settingup the rear speakersin snyersTrtphone Scn hesele
squares and they'll take youto the relevant

thetestonp6l, thenread ourtips | your surround set-up. Movies o e e
onyour buying your firstbeamer. | will engross you like never before

All the latest kit,
all the latest ratings...

Welcome to the UK's best guide to TVs, hi-fi, home
cinema and mobile, with star ratings for more than 1500
products. Where other magazinesrely onisolated

writers reviewing in arange of locations, our e ;ﬁ%szt:{:ﬁ%% dovtle
starratings are decided by an expert team Pioneer has done here; p122
of reviewers working together, in a state-of-
the-art testing facility.
Within this guide you'll find all our

favourite four- and five-star products -

including Award-winners - to help you

pick the best kit for your budget.

Triangle Esprit Titus EZ

“In a suitably talented system, these classy

Kobina Monney, Buyer's Guide Editor standmounters will excel” p105

-

LCD,LED & plasmaTVs 86 RADIOS 104 SOUNDBARS 120 DIGITAL INTERCONNECTS 129
Home cinema HI-FI SPEAKERS 104 Network systems ANALOGUE INTERCONNECTS 130
BLU-RAY PLAYERS 88 STEREO AMPLIFIERS m MEDIA SERVERS 121 MAINS PRODUCTS 131
PROJECTORS 89 PREAMPS 12 MEDIA STREAMERS 122 SPEAKER CABLES 132
AV RECEIVERS & AMPLIFIERS 90 POWERAMPS 13 Set-top boxes 123 SPEAKER STANDS 133
SUBWOOFERS 91 iPODDOCKS 14 Smartphones, tablets & MP3players AV & HI-FI RACKS 133
SURROUND SPEAKERS 92  WIRELESS SPEAKERS 14 PORTABLE MUSIC PLAYERS 123 HEADPHONE AMPS 135
Hi-Fi Headphones 16 TABLETS 124 PHONO AMPS 135
CD PLAYERS 100 All-in-one systems SMARTPHONES 125 CARTRIDGES 135
DACs 102 STEREOSYSTEMS 19 Accessories

TURNTABLES 103 SURROUND SYSTEMS 120 HDMI CABLES 128 B
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Your essential system set-ups

BEST BUYS

Home Cinema Systems

BLU-RAY PLAYERS

SONYBDP-S5200
10,888 ¢
£85

Simply astonishing
performanceand
pictures forless
than £100. Smart
functionality too:
youcan‘tgowrong...

SONY BDP-57200
Yk Sk %k k
£250

Sony's new Blu-ray
offeringisareally
remarkable
achievement. It has
huge ability with
images and sound.

PANASONIC
DMP-BDT700
Yk Kk k ok
£500
AsuperbBlu-ray
player with
4K/60fps capability
and 4K Chroma
upscaling. Astar.

RECEIVERS SPEAKERS
YAMAHARX-V377 QACOUSTICS
* % KKK 2000i5.1PACK
£260 Yk %k k k
Thisisthe perfect £625
entry-level option Our2013 Award
for those upgrading winner produces
tofive-channel soundwith
soundonabudget. impressive scale for
It'sabrilliant buy. movies and music.

SONYSTR-DN1050
220,88 ¢
£500

Incredible value,
thishome-cinema
powerhouse has
pretty muchall the
features and ability
youwant.

PIONEER

SC-LX58

3 % %k ok
£1400

Mature, powerful,
refined - thisamp
will make you feel as
if you'resittingina
large cinema hall.

DALIZENSOR15.1
Y %k Kk k
£980

This packageisas
entertainingasitis
insightful, delivering
allthedramaand
punch we could
hope for. Superb.

KEFR1005.1

Y % %k kk
£2850

Best Buy for 2013
and 2014, the R100
5.issimply superb
with demanding
film soundtracks -
greatinstereotoo.

DISPLAYS

T
SONY

KDL-40W605
2.0.0.0.8.9
£450

Ifyou're afteragreat
all-rounderinboth
picture quality and
smart features, this
TVisit.Splendid.

T

SAMSUNG
UE48H64800
288,88
£700

Awholelot of
screen foryour
money -andthisisa
superb performeras
well. Abargain.

SONY

VPL-HW55ES

Y %k Kk
£2800

Superbin 2D, this
projector also excels
at3D.Edgesare
sharp, pictures have
depthand stability.

Complete your home cinema system

SET-TOPBOXES
Sky+HD2TB
£250

Humax HDR-1000S
(500GB) £220

Humax DTR-T1010
£230
PROJECTORS

BenQW1400
£1000

Epson
EH-TW7200£1900

Sony VPL-HW55ES
£2800

COMPACT SPKRS

Tannoy HTS101
£400

QAcousticsQ7000i
£900

B&WMT60D
£1950

SUBWOOFERS

B&WASW610
£400

B&W ASW610XP
£700

Velodyne SPL-1000
Ultra£1400

STYLESPEAKERS

Tannoy HTS-101
£350

QAcoustics Q7000i
£900

B&WMT-60D
£1950

SOUNDBARS
PhilipsHTL 5140
£270

QAcoustics Media4

£400

Dali Kubik 1
£800

SUPPORTS

Target CL430
£190

Atacama Evoque
Eco60-40£460

AtacamaMoseco 6
£120

REMOTE CONTROLS
One For All Zapper
£10

Logitech Harmony
One£125

Logitech Harmony
1000£280

Hi-Fi Systems
CDPLAYERS AMPLIFIERS

MARANTZ MARANTZ

CD6005 PM6005

% %k k ok 3k Kk k

£350 £300

Thisincredibly Areturntoform

musical player offers
detailinspades, not
tomentionagreat

way with dynamics.

CYRUS CDi

Y %k Kk
£1050
Aplayerthat puts
detail resolution,
agility and dynamic
expressionaboveall
else. Whichis why
weloveit.

ROKSAN CASPIAN
M2CDPLAYER

2. 0.8.8.8 ¢
£1800

Combines bite,
refinementand
rhythm better than
anythingelse we've
heard at this price.

Grow your hi-fi system

TURNTABLES

Pro-Ject Essential I
£200

RegaRP3/Elys2
£550

Clearaudio Concept
£1000

TABLETS

iPad Mini

£200 (16GB)

Google Nexus10
£390(32GB)

AppleiPad Air
£480(32GB)

by Marantzinthis
market, andafine
match forits

CD-playersibling.

REGAELEX-R
2.8.8.8.0.¢
£900

One of the most
talented sub-£1k

amplifiers we know.

Deliversafast, agile
sound with superb
dynamic shifts.

REGAELICIT-R
Y % %k K
£1600

The best-value
premium stereo
amp we know:
surefooted, with
superbtiming, it's
very revealing too.

RADIOS

Roberts Stream 93i

£150

Revo SuperConnect

£250

ArcamT32
£480

HEADPHONES

Sony MDR-EX650AP

£60

AKGY50

£80

Philips Fidelio
MIMKII£180

SPEAKERS

DALI

ZENSOR3

2. 0.8.8.8.¢
£300
Anentertainingand
easy listen-anairy,
spacious sound with
detail, punchand
greattonal balance.

B&W 68352

Y %k Kk
£1150

Thesense of scale
these floorstanders
produce is massive,
butthey dodelicacy
and subtlety too.
Superb speakers.

TO

SPENDORAG6R
2.0.0.0.0.¢
£2500

Attacking, detailed
and balanced,
these floorstanders
demonstrate
awinning way
with dynamics.

MICROSYSTEMS

DenonD-M39DAB
£310

Cambridge Minx Xi
£600

Naim UnitiQute 2
£1150

AUDIO CABLES
QED XT40
£10/m

Atlas Elements
Integra £45

SupraUSB2.0
£30

Budget System

Mid-range System

High-end System

80 wwwwhathificom



NAD MASTERS

BUILT FOR THE AUDIOPHILE 2.0
M12 /7 M22 £5998

DIGITAL PREAMPLIFIER / DAC 7 POWER AMPLIFIER

The M12is an ultra-high resolution digital audio hub that boasts a full roster of audiophile-grade
features. An optional DD BluOS MDC Module allows streaming of a variety of music services,
HD streaming from a NAS device plus it gives you full control of your music library.

) Bluetooth’
apt B
L

£299
ORLESS

B&W e T7 « BLUETOOTH SPEAKER SYSTEM
Introducing the pick-up-and-play hi-fi speaker. Perfectly
sized for bedrooms, kitchens and gardens, T7 is B&W's most
portable, versatile wireless system yet.

£199

ORLESS

PIONEER e N-30 e MUSIC STREAMER
Audiophile Network player supporting AirPlay® and DLNA
wireless technologies, allowing you to stream music wirelessly
from your iTunes libraries or i0S devices. When connected to
your home network, you can also enjoy a wide variety of online

music services remotely.
£799 spotify | @) ° € Bluetooth’
O

[al

AirPlay

NAD e D 7050 ¢ NETWORK AMPLIFIER / DAC
Combines NAD's most advanced digital platform, Direct
Digital technology with Apple AirPlay® Wi-Fi streaming to

create the ultimate plug ‘n play solution for wireless music.

€3 Bluetooth

TIVOLI  MUSIC SYSTEM THREE +

PORTABLE STEREO BLUETOOTH SPEAKER
Compact, lightweight design for both outdoor and indoor
use. Features DAB/DAB+and FM tuners and Bluetooth. Its
proprietary wide circuit creates big sound from a small box.

WHAT HI-FI?

' m
=oBd | ) Bluetooth ,-:-‘

AirPlay

NAIM e MU-SO » WIRELESS MUSIC SYSTEM
Combines Naim'’s expertise in streaming, amplification and
loudspeaker technology. Mu-so is the stage your music deserves,
bringing you closer to the songs that inspire your life.

£799
OR LESS

£100 GIFT VOUCHER
FOR HIGH RESOLUTION MUSIC
DOWNLOADS Uz

BLACK OR .
TSILVER SONY e HAP-S1
HI-RES AUDIO PLAYER SYSTEM
Take your music enjoyment to new heights with Sony’s new
HAP-S1 500GB Hi-Res audio system with 2x40W analogue
amplifier; easy music file transfer and smartphone browsing.

The M22 employs the latest generation of digital PowerDrive™ and offers a minimum of 250W
per channel with amazing reserves of dynamic power at lower impedances.

(e " ) 2 juetooth
(Sspotiy | @) B BL

£399
OR LESS

RUARK AUDIO ¢ R2 MK3
WIRELESS SPEAKER SYSTEM WITH DAB/FM TUNER
Play your music and discover new music in a variety of conven-
ient ways. Spotify Connect lets you select R2 as your player and
then control playback using the controls on R2 itself.

£399
OR LESS
BLACKOR ‘

WHITE

BLUESOUND ¢ NODE e HI-RES MUSIC STREAMER
Connect your existing stereo system to the world of streaming
HiFidelity audio, and access cloud music services and internet

radio. Control your music in every room with your Android™ device,
iPhone®, iPod touch® or iPad™

@9 socfd @ Bluetooth

NAIM e UNITI 2 WITH BLUETOOTH
ALL-IN-ONE NETWORK SYSTEM
Combines an integrated amplifier, CD player, DAB/FM tuner,
internet radio, iPod dock, digital-to-analogue converter and high-
resolution 24bit/192kHz capable network stream player.

PLEASE NOTE: SOME BRANDS/PRODUCTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. SPECIAL/ADDED VALUE OFFERS ARE NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER (NICWAOO). ADVERT VALID UNTIL 08/04/2015. E&OE

click
collect

NOW AVAILABLE

www.SSAV.com

SEVENOJ<KS

S OUND & VISION




WHAT HI

£209
OR LESS
PRO-JECT © ESSENTIAL Il e TURNTABLE

Entry-level “plug'n’play” two speed turntable with single piece
aluminium tonearm and pre-fitted Ortofon OM5e cartridge.

£799
ORLESS

£1499

OR LESS

ARCAM ¢ FMJ CDS27 / FMJ A39 « CD / AMPLIFIER
Introducing Arcam’s audiophile Class G integrated amplifier
and SACD/CD player with Network streaming up to 192/24

for class leading sound quality.
£399
ORLESS

epoid| @ Bluetooth

NAD e D 3020
AMPLIFIER / DAC
Features digital and analogue
inputs plus the convenience
of wireless streaming with its
Bluetooth capability.

MARANTZ ¢ CD6005 / PM6005 » CD / AMPLIFIER
Replacing the 6004 models, the 6005 amp gains digital inputs
using the same 24-bit/192kHz DAC as the CD player which now
features enchanced USB playback and improved performance.

ROKSAN e K3 ¢ CD / AMPLIFIER
New integrated amplifier with aptX Bluetooth, a phono input plus
five additional line inputs for other sources. The K3 CD player is the
perfect match for the K3 amplifer: Three finish options available.

WHAT HI'-FI?
|_awarps 2014 |

WHAT HI'FI?
|_awarps 2014 |

£100 GIFT VOUCHER"
FOR HIGH RESOLUTION MUSIC
DOWNLOADS FROM QOBUZ 1\ g i

[A]
£699 ity
ORLESS =ecf) ) Bluetooth

e

SONY e MAP-S1 « MULTI AUDIO PLAYER SYSTEM
It's all right here - a powerful 2x50W amplifier; tuner and CD player
integrated in an elegant compact unit. Just add speakers and you
are ready for an incredible Hi-Resolution Audio experience.

click
collect

NOW AVAILABLE

£299
ORLESS

NAD e C 556 e TURNTABLE
Time to enjoy vinyl collections with extraordinary quality!
With a minimalist design, the C 556 turntable offers accurate
reproduction by using performance-focused parts and
components that put music first.

£1050 £1650
ORLESS ORLESS
WHAT HI-F12

CYRUS ¢ CD i/ 8, DAC » CD / AMPLIFIER / DAC
The award-winning CD i uses many of the same components
as Cyrus' flagship model while the 8, DAC amplifier delivers
an impressive 70 WPC and includes six analogue inputs.

£499

ORLESS

£699

ORLESS

NAD e C 546BEE / C 356BEE DAC 2.0 » CD / AMP / DAC
Enjoy music from your computer without musical
compromise via the DAC or listen to music from CD with

the MP3/ WMA compatible CD player.

NAIM e CD5si / NAIT 5si  CD PLAYER / AMPLIFIER
Enjoy outstanding performance from your CDs with this
highly acclaimed Naim CD/Amplifier combination.

Available from selected stores. Visit www.ssav.com for details

£599
ORLESS
£499
ORLESS

ROTEL ¢ RA-12/RCD-12 ¢ AMPLIFIER / DAC/CD
Amplifier with DAC that supports iPod USB and Bluetooth
audio streaming. Includes four analogue line-level inputs and
a phono input. The RCD-12 CD player is an ideal partner.

- CLAIM 3 MONTH SUBSCRIPTION
moscissace 10 00BUZ (WORTH £59.97)

PIONEER © XC-HM82 e CD/NETWORK SYSTEM
The XC-HM82 is an absolute power house, equipped with a
Class D amplifier to boost your sound. Its compact size and
stylish aluminium design make it suitable for any interior style.

www.SSAV.com

PRO-JECT © 1 XPRESSION CARBON UKX e TURNTABLE
With its Carbon armtube and supplied Ortofon 2m Silver cartridge,
the 1 Xpression Carbon UKX sets new standards in its price range.

£399
ORLESS

WHAT HI-FI?

ARCAM ¢ irDAC » DAC

Designed to be the heart of a digital system. Includes
asynchronous USB and a direct iPod input to optimise sound
quality. All inputs can be controlled through an IR remote
that will also control iPods, iPhones, PC and Mac computers.

AUDIOQUEST ¢ DRAGONFLY v1.2
DAC/ HEADPHONE AMP

An affordable and easy-to-use
device that delivers far superior
sound by bypassing the poor quality
sound card that is built into your
computer. DragonFly is a sleek,
flash drive sized Digital-Audio
Converter that connects to a USB
jack on a Mac or Windows PC,
turning any computer into a true
high-fidelity music source.

WHAT HI-FI? %
| _awaros 2014 |

NAD e D 1050

DAC / HEADPHONE AMP
The best way to add Com-
puter Audio and HD Digital
to your hi-fi system. In fact,
all digital sources will get
a boost when the D 1050
takes over for the inferior
digital circuitry found in
everything from Blu-ray,

£399 DVD and CD players, to
ORLESS music streamers and set-
top boxes.
B&W e P5S2 GRADO e SR325e
HEADPHONES HEADPHONES
WHAT HIFI?
|_awarps 2014 |

£249 £299
OR LESS OR LESS

NAD e VISO HP50 SENNHEISER
HEADPHONES MOMENTUM 2.0
WIRELESS HEADPHONES
£379%
ORLESS




BOWERS & WILKINS e 685 S2
At home on a stand, wall or book-
shelf, the versatile 685 S2 is ideal

for stereo and home theatre uses
in most rooms. And performance
is enhanced with the addition of a
Decoupled Double Dome tweeter:

£499 WHAT HI-FIZ
B="

Price excludes stands

BOWERS & WILKINS
CM10S2

The flagship floorstanding
speaker of the CM Series sets a
new standard for performance.
It combines technologies

taken from across B&W's
ranges. The result simply
sounds and looks beautiful.

£2999

OR LESS

PSB

IMAGINE XB

An attractive compact two-way
speaker featuringa 5 1/4”
woofer and one inch titanium
dome tweeter. The XBiis ideal
for smaller rooms or in concert
with a powered subwoofer for a
compact full-range system.

£379
OR LESS

iy HEOS’

sy DENON

WIRELESS MULTI-ROOM MUSIC SYSTEM

HEOS by Denon is a Wireless Multi-Room Sound System
comprising a family of great-sounding music players for

PMC e TWENTY-22

An astonishingly natural balance
and high dynamic capability are
the hallmarks of this speaker. It
creates a precise sound stage
and profound bass performance
from its compact cabinet.

{1 910 WHAT HI'FI?
i ="

Price excludes stands

MONITOR AUDIO

SILVER 6

2.5 way speaker system
combining excellent dynamics
with a naturally rhythmic
sonic character and tight,
controlled bass. The Silver 6 is
an outstanding communicator
of music and film audio.

£999

ORLESS

WHARFEDALE

DIAMOND 220

The award-winning
Wharfedale Diamond 220 is a
2-way, bass reflex bookshelf
speaker offering everything
you need from an advanced
speaker design that doesn’t
cost the earth.

£199
OR LESS

WHAT HI'FI?
|_Awarps 2014 |

Q ACOUSTICS e CONCEPT 20
Atruly remarkable award-
winning speaker which delivers
a level of sonic performance
previously only available to
audiophiles able to invest in
high-end models.

{349 'WHAT HI'FI?
B ==

Price excludes stands

KEF ¢ R500

The smallest of the floorstanders
inthe R Series. Uses the latest
generation Uni-Q driver array
and two 5.25-inch aluminium
bass drivers. Its slim proportions
and sleek contemporary looks
make it perfectly suited for

any interior.
£1499
OR LESS
Q ACOUSTICS
3020

Replacing the award-winning
2020i speakers, the 3020
incorporates numerous
improvements including a
revised cabinet with wool fibre
damping plus new bespoke
drive units.

V&[] AE standard finishes
(YT Premium finishes
£249.95

SONOS

THE WIRELESS Hi-Fi SYSTEM

The Sonos Wireless HiFi System delivers all
the music on earth, in every room, with deep,
richly textured sound. PRICES FROM £169

your whole home. There is a free app to control them ]

from your iOS or Android phone or tablet. You can enjoy WHAT HI'FI? Wireless Extender

your favourite streaming music services, internet radio or Boost

your own music collection and set-up is a breeze. £79
PRICES FROM £249
Spotify napsrer

“There’s a new leader in the wireless WHAT HI-FI?
multi-room music market - Bluesound

HIGH[EAuDIO

combines high-res audio and ease of

<-tunein = - DEEZER

90 DAYS TO BE AMAZED

* 90 Days Risk Free Trial
e 207 Off For Your Second Heos Purchase

ASK IN-STORE FOR DETAILS

Stream your digital music collection,
internet radio and cloud music services.

Bluesound is simple to setup and
easily expandable and supports 24-
bit/192kHz studio master recordings in
lossless FLAC format for crystal clear
audiophile-grade sound to any room in

use in one impressive system.”

WHAT HI-FI? AWARDS 2015

(S |@)
your home.  PRICES FROM £399 (S spotity | @)

Real Stores
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision have 26 stores nationwide with plans to open more during 2015.
Each carries the best in home cinema and Hi-Fi equipment on display, ready for you to
watch, listen to and compare in our dedicated demonstration rooms.

Real People
Our staff are friendly, knowledgeable and passionate about music and film and the
equipment needed to get the most out of your collection. They will be delighted to assist you
in making the right selection to ensure you enjoy your system for years to come.

Real Value
Fantastic value for money is our aim. Although we remain independent, you will be
pleasantly surprised just how competitive we can be - with the added benefit of seeing,
hearing and touching the product before you buy, and someone to help if things go wrong.

SEVENOJd<KS

S OUND & VISION

Real Products

Awide selection of products from the world’s leading manufacturers is in stock and
available for you to take home. We also offer a delivery and installation service as well as a
convenient on-line click and reserve option for many of our products.

Please Note: Some brands/products are not available at all stores. Special/added
value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAQO).

ADVERT VALID UNTIL 08/04/2015. E&OE




£2199

OR LESS

ARCAM ¢ FMJ AVR450 » AV RECEIVER
7.1-channel AV receiver combines 4K “Ultra HD" upscaling
and 3D video capability with Arcam’s legendary sound quality.
Also Available: ARCAM FMJ AVR380 & AVR750

WHAT HI-FI?
[_AwARDS 2014 |

SONY ¢ STR-DN1050 ¢ AV RECEIVER
7.1-channel AV receiver with Bluetooth and NFC compatibility,
for instant wireless playback from any compatible device.
Also Available: DENON AVR-X2100W & AVR-X3100W

ARCAM e SOLO BAR ¢ SOUNDBAR
Not only an ideal solution to improve on the mediocre
sound quality of modern TVs, Arcam’s superb engineering
means it can also be used as a high quality stereo system
all over the house. Optional subwoofer also available.

£799

ORLESS apcEd | ) Bluetooth

Q ACOUSTICS * MEDIA 4 « SOUNDBAR

The new Q Acoustics Media 4 is a high performance
Soundbar designed to deliver high fidelity reproduction
of music, and high quality audio from a TV or set top box,
tablets and smartphones.

WHAT HI-FI?
|_awarps 2014 |

£399

apt ) Bluetooth OR LESS
£899
OR LESS

KEF ¢ E305 » SPEAKER PACKAGE
The E Series packs uniquely advanced technologies in highly
distinctive satellite speakers and a powered subwoofer.

DOLBY
ATMOS

£599
OR LESS

KEF ¢ R50 » DOLBY ATMOS ENABLED SPEAKERS
Designed to sit above freestanding or wall-mounted speakers
allowing you to enjoy Dolby Atmos at home.

click
collect

NOW AVAILABLE

DOLBY
ATMOS

ONKYO e TX-NR838 ¢ AV RECEIVER
New 7.2-channel Network receiver supporting Dolby Atmos®
upgradability, multidimensional sound plus Ultra HD streaming.
Also Available: ONKYO TX-NRé36 & TX-NR3030

DOLBY
ATMOS

DENON ¢ AVR-X4100W » AV RECEIVER
Enjoy Dolby Atmos for immaculate audio, Spotify Connect
support, Bluetooth and DSD streaming.
Also Available: DENON AVR-X5200W

CANTON e DM 50 (BLACK GLASS) ® SOUNDBASE
The Canton DM 50 sets a new standard for TV sound.
Intended to be positioned under a TVs pedestal stand, the
DM 50 creates a convincing, room filling sound.

£399

DRSS NEW BLACK

GLASS FINISH

=ooEd | €3 Bluetooth’
=

'WHAT HI-FI?
|_aAwarps 2014 |

£599
OR LESS

SONOS « PLAYBAR

SOUNDBAR & WIRELESS SPEAKER

This plug-and-play unit incorporates 9 integrated amplified
speakers. Simply connect it to your TV with the supplied optical
cable to deliver an epic home cinema sound in your own living
room. PLAYBAR can also expand your existing Sonos system.

WHAT HI'FI?
|_AwaRDs 2014 |

£1499

OR LESS

MONITOR AUDIO ¢ RADIUS R90HT1 e SPEAKER PACKAGE
Award-winning speaker package comprising four Radius 90
satellites, Radius 200 centre speaker and Radius 390 subwoofer.

WHAT HI-FI?
e £1939

ORLESS

B&W e MT-60D e SPEAKER PACKAGE
Speaker package combining M-1 speakers with the stunning power
and control of a PV1D subwoofer. Available in a matt black or white.

www.SSAV.com

DOLBY
ATMOS

.COM

PIONEER e SC-LX58 ¢ AV RECEIVER
New 9.2-channel Network receiver with with Class D Amplification,
Wi-Fi, AirPlay, DLNA, Bluetooth and Dolby Atmos® upgradability.
Also Available: PIONEER VSX-924 & SC-L.X88

DoLsY
ATMOS

£1999

OR LESS

YAMAHA ¢ RX-A3040 ¢ AV RECEIVER
New AV receiver with built-in Wi-Fi, 11.2 channel expandability,
highest grade construction and Dolby Atmos® upgradability.
Also Available: YAMAHA RX-A1040 & RX-A2040

DENON e DHT-T110 ¢ SOUNDBASE
The Denon DHT-T110 is an under TV Soundbase that
dramatically improves your TV watching experience. Simply
connect the all-in-one system to your television and enjoy
powerful, dynamic audio from your favourite TV shows,
movies, games and music.

£199

ORLESS apcid | ) Bluetooth’
e

YAMAHA e YSP-2500

DIGITAL SOUND PROJECTOR

Reproduces overwhelmingly real presence and
impact-filled bass sound. Two-unit YSP with
ultra-refined design and high-grade aluminium
chassis. Bluetooth® equipped, capable of
wireless music play and App control.

sooBd| ) Bluetooth™
REL e S2

SUBWOOFER

Fast, tuneful, fun
and exceptionally
dynamic, the

REL S2 permits
those with

limited space or
compact speakers
to enjoy the
benefits of Serie S
performance.

WHAT HI-FI?

£999
ORLESS

'WHAT HI-FI?

£2799

ORLESS

SONY e VPL-HWS55ES e SXRD PROJECTOR
A fantastic option for movie lovers who want an incredible
cinematic experience at home, far beyond the reach of TV.




SONY 1 4

X8 SERIES ¢ 4K UHD TV

The new Sony X8 series 4K UHD LED TV boasts four
times more detail than Full HD, 4K gives stunningly
natural images, not pixels. Dramatically higher image
quality means that you can sit closer to the screen, filling
more of your field of view until the screen disappears and
you are enjoying an at-the-movies experience.

FREE 5 YEAR
WARRANTY

WHAT HI-FI?
|_AwaRDs 2014 |

SONY e W7 SERIES e FULL HD TV

A

FREE 5 YEAR WARRANTY

£1199

OR LESS

ARCAM ¢ FMJ UDP411 © 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER
With more than ten years of digital video experience, not to
mention global recognition of its efforts, Arcam is proud to
announce the arrival of its newest disc player, the UDP411.

Also Available: MARANTZ UD7007

Stores Nationwide
We have a national network of
stores and a hard-won reputation
for outstanding customer service.

Website

Visit our website for a stream-
lined on-line experience with an
outstanding product selection
plus the latest product news
and store infomation.

Best Independent Retailer (Large)
Consumer Electronics

SAMSUNG

HU8500 SERIES  CURVED 4K UHD TV

Introducing a breakthrough in TV viewing that

will change the way you watch TV forever - the
Samsung HU8500 Curved UHD. Wider viewing
angles, pure and accurate colour reproduction and
a sense of depth never experienced before are only
possible on a curved Samsung screen, specifically
shaped for UHD viewing at its very best.

m FREE 5 YEAR
WARRANTY

Also Available
SONY X9 SERIES ¢ 4K UHD TV

PANASONIC * AX902 SERIES 4K UHD TV
55 FREE 5 YEAR WARRANTY

£599
OR LESS

PIONEER e BDP-LX58 * 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER

Enter the world of superior sound and 4K ultra HD pictures.

The BDP-LX58 provides just that and more. Experience
your Blu-ray films on a whole new level.

Also Available: PIONEER BDP-LX88

Bishop’s Stortford® 01279 506576
Bristol® 0117 974 3727

Brighton 01273 733338

Bromley 020 8290 1988
Cambridge® 01223 304770
Chelsea® 020 7352 9466
Cheltenham® 01242 241171
Chorleywood® 0845 5046364
Epsom® 01372 720720

Exeter® 01392 218895

Please Note: Some brands/products are not available at all stores. Special/added
value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAQO).

ADVERT VALID UNTIL 08/04/2015. E&OE

Guildford 01483 536666
Holborn® 020 7837 7540
Kingston® 020 8547 0717
Leeds (Wetherby) 01937 586886
Loughton® 020 8532 0770
Maidstone 01622 686366
Norwich® 01603 767605

Oxford 01865 241773

Reading® 0118 959 7768
Sevenoaks 01732 459555

SONY

S90 SERIES ¢ CURVED 4K UHD TV

The new S90 is Sony’s first ever range of curved TVs. Available
in two screen sizes: 65in and 75in, the S90 series boasts 4K
Ultra HD resolution. Features and specifications include Sony’s
4K X-Reality PRO picture engine, Triluminos colour technology,
Motionflow XR800Hz, edge-lit LED backlighting, active 3D and
a detachable Skype camera.

Sound is provided by Sony’s new 4.2-channel multi-angle live
speaker system which allows for “expansive, uncompromised
360-degree surround sound”. Other features include Sony's
Social Viewing for watching with friends over Skype, Live
Football Mode, One-touch mirroring and Photo share.

FREE 5 YEAR
WARRANTY - m
WHAT HIFI?

WHAT HI-F1?

SAMSUNG e HU7500 SERIES e 4K UHD TV

65| FREE 5 YEAR WARRANTY
£5SAV
.COM

WHAT HI-FI?
|_AwarDs 2014 ]

SONY e BDP-57200 » 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER
The new Sony BDP-57200 3D Blu-ray Player with 4K
upscaling and powerful smart features - it will be be the
centre piece of your home entertainment system.

Also Available: SONY BDP-S5200 & BDP-S6200

Sheffield® 0114 255 5861
Southampton® 023 8033 7770
Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543
Weybridge 01932 840859
Witham (Essex) 01376 501733
Yeovil® 01935 700078

VISIT WWW.SSAV.COM FOR ADDRESS DETAILS, OPENING
HOURS AND BRANDS STOCKED

* THESE STORES ARE FRANCHISED AND OPERATE UNDER
A LICENCE AGREEMENT TO SEVENOAKS SOUND &VISION




LCD, LED & OLED TVS

Y
E LCD,.LED&OLEDTVs
n LCD Once only in smaller screens; now the most common type of panel
TT] LED This refers to the kind of backlighting used on an LCD panel
- OLED An ultra-thin screen that’s commonly used in curved TVs
g The shortlist
[a]
w
n
O
- |
Sony KDL-32W706B Samsung UE48H6400 Samsung UE55HU7500
Awards 2014: Best 32in TV Awards 2014: Best 47-52in TV Awards 2014: Best 52-60in TV
“With an attentive, punchy picture, decently “Sharp, clearand full of subtle detail that’s “We’revery impressed by the UE55HU7500.
detailed sound and a smattering of features, impressive at this mid-range price, the It looks great across all resolutions and it has
the KDL-32W706B is the full works with allthe | Samsung ‘6400’s picture hooked usinfrom | plentyof good features. Ifyou’re looking to get
trimmings of a well-designed telly.” the minute we turnediton.” a 4KTVright now, look no further.”
: . .
e 5 .S2Es_ 28
Product £ Tested Verdict .§ é 5 E § g E E E S E
Upto £500
Finlux 32H8075-T 200 11.14/ST [TIII 1 | Decentpictureand smartfeatures — cracking value for the price LED 32 1366x768 . 3 43x73%6
Kogan KULED22XXXYA 110 11.13/GT [TTT 111 Cheapandchearfulandallthe betterforit LD 22 1920x1080 - 2 39x54x17
LG 32LN575V 400 09.13/ST [TTT 11 | AdecentlookingTVwith credible smartand streaming features LED 32 1920x1080 e - 3 45x74x8
PanasonicTX-42AS500B 450 10.14/ST [T | AuserfriendlyTVthat'salittle lackingin black levels butisworthalook o 42 1920x1080 o . 2 57x96x7
PanasonicTX-32AS500B 300 11.14/ST [T 1 | Amulti-talented set butits picture could do with some more subtlety LED 32 1366x768 - 2 47X737
PanasonicTX-L32E6B 380 01.14/GT [LITTTTT1 Quitesimplyoneofthebest32inTVs we’ve tested LED 32 19201080 e - 3 43725
Philips 32PFL4258T 480 09.13/ST [TITTT] Atalented TVwith excellent picture quality LED 32 1920x1080 e . 3 45x74x2
Philips 32PHT4509/12 280 11.14/ST LTI 1 Insightful, refined and available at a good price. Worth a look LED 32 1366x768 . 2 427246
Polaroid 3-32-LED-14 200 11.14/ST [TIII 1 ! Anothertempting package from Polaroid LED 32 1366x768 . 3 44x74x10
Polaroid 5-42-LED-14 370 10.14/ST CIIT0 1 1 Asurprising performer that stands up to more established brands LED 42 1920x1080 e o o 3 56x96x6
Samsung UE32H6400 460 11.14/ST [TTTTT1 Nearflawless. Pricey, but comes with a bundle of features LED 32 1920x1080 e e - & 13736
Samsung UE4OF6400 480 03.14/GT [T I 11 Astunning,feature-ladenTVfrom Samsung. Recommended LED 40 1920x1080 e e - 4 54x93x5
Sony KDL-26EX553 400 10.12/FT [TIII1 ! Capableenough forakitchenorchild’s bedroom LED 26 1366x768 - 2 41x64%6
Sony KDL-32W653A 430 09.13/ST CLIT0 1 Itspicture lacks subtlety but this Sonyis still a worthwhile option LED 32 1920x1080 e - 2 473X
Sony KDL-32W706B 350 11.14/ST [TITTTT1 Best32inTV,Awards 2014 LED 32 1920x1080 e - L 43736
Sony KDL-40W605B 450 10.14/ST [TTTTT1 Bestgo-46inTV,Awards 2014 LED 40 1920x1080 e . 4 5569309
Toshiba 40L6353 400 03.14/GT CITTT0 1 1 Clunkyinterface aside, thisis a decent TV with a great HD picture LED 40 1920x1080 e . 4 59227
Toshiba 40L6453DB 430 10.14/GT LTI 11! Rivalsareslicker, butthis Toshiba has an attractive picture LED 42 19201080 e - 4 57x96x9
£500-£2000
Finlux 42FME242S-T 500 10.14/ST CITTT0 1 | Sharppicture, decent detail and smart features. Finluxisbackonform  te0 42 1920x1080 o . 2 56x96x6
LG 42LB700V 550 10.14/ST [0 11 Afineset, with WebOS being the main attraction here LED 42 1920x1080 e o o 3 56x95%6
LG 47LB730V 1000 08.14/ST [T 1 Solid sound, premium build and a good picture. Afine effort from LG LED 47 1920x1080 e e o o 3 6210655
PanasonicTX-L42FT60B 1100 08.13/ST [TITI1 ! LikeableTVwithafine picture and great features LED 42 1920x1080 e e o 3 56x96x4
PanasonicTX-L47AS650B 800 08.14/ST [TTTI1 ! Atalentedset, butotherTVs have the edge in terms of value LED 47 1920x1080 e o o o 3 63XI07%5
PanasonicTX-L47DT65B 1600 06.13/GT [T T I T Userfriendlysetwith clean, detailed images. Astunner LED 47 1920x1080 e e o o 3 63XI07K
PanasonicTX-L50ET60B 1300 05.13/FT [TTT 11! Solidtellybutcould perform better ICD 50 1920x1080 e o o o 3 66x112¢4
PanasonicTX-L50E6B 850 10.13/GT [CIIT0T | Fine picture quality but there are TVs that give more for less D 50 1920x1080 e . 3 71112627
Philips 42PFL6008 1000 08.13/ST LTI 1 1 Impressive picture with comfortable 3D - a strong contender LED 42 1920x1080 e e o 4 560953
Philips 46PFL8007 1700 12.12/FT LTI 111 AstrongstartforPhilips’ newrange LED 46 1920x1080 e o o 5 67x104x21
Philips 47PFL6008 1200 06.13/GT [TTT 11 Afewnigglesbutforgivable thanks tots brilliant picture quality LED 47 1920x1080 e e o o 3 6310603
Philips 55PFL6007T 1500 01.13/FT [T T Thisshould beonanyone’s big-screen shortlist LED 55 1920x1080 e e o 4 74x124x3
Philips 55PFS6609 1200 07.14/GT [CITTT0 1 | Dazzlingwith HD content, butrivals offer better overall performance LED 55 19201080 e e . 4 72x123x4
Philips 48PFS57093 750 08.14/ST [ITIT 11 Excelsinmanyareasbutits SD performance isanarea of concern LED 48 1920x1080 e - 4 62x108x6
Samsung UE4OES6800 950 07.12/FT LTI 11 Goodspecandlooks, butthe backlightisn’t great LED 40 1920x1080 e e - 3 67x92x33
Samsung UE40F6500 900 08.13/ST [T | Notaclass leader but offers a lot foryour money LED 40 1920x1080 o o . 3 91x60x27

86 wwwwhathificom Need more info? Go to whathifi.com



LCD, LED & OLED TVS

: . .
= £ _%8%::_ 38 Na
; & § 3§ E:£8si3 E%

Product £ Tested Verdict = 5 & A2 EEEE < U

Samsung UE4OH6400 550 10.14/GT [TTTTT1 AnengrossingTVwith plentyof smartsand a cracking picture LED 42 1920x1080 e e . 4 56x9265 -

Samsung UE48H6400 700 08.14/ST [TITTTT1 Bestsg7-52inTV,Awards 2014. Product of the Year LED 48 1920x1080 e e - 4 63x109x5 E

Samsung UE48HU7500 1600 10.14/FT [T ITIT1 Someminorflaws aside, thisisa great smaller-sized 4K set LED 48 3840x2160 ® e o o 4 62x107x36

Sony KDL-46HX753 1150 08.12/ST [TITTT1 Amust-seeTV:superb performerforthe price LED 46 1920x1080 e e o 4 65x108x5 U

Sony KDL-42W705B 530 08.14/FT [TII1 1 | ApromisingstartforSony’s FullHD range. A consistent performer LED 42 1920x1080 e - 4 56x96x6 ”

Sony KDL-42W805A 1000 08.13/ST [ITII0 1 1 Agreat-looking TVwith many strengths LED 42 1920x1080 e o o 4 58x97x6 o

Sony KDL-46W905 1550 09.13/FT LI T | Averycapable TV with stunning detail but the picture lacks vibrancy LD 46 1920x1080 o e . 4 65x105x30 r

Sony KDL-48W605B 700 08.14/ST LTI | Acompetitive performer with good picture quality LD 48 1920x1080 e . 4 68x108x9 m

Sony KDL-50W829B 900 07.14/GT [ITII0 1 | LosesastarbutthisTVisstillworth an audition LED 50 1920x1080 e @ - 4 66x112%6 U

Sony KDL-55W955B 1600 05.14/FT [T 11 AgoodTVbutweexpectmore from a flagship set LED 55 1920x1080 e o o 4 79x126x9 q
£2000 and above 5

Bang & Olufsen BeoVision11 5250 01.14/GT [TTTTT1 Atrulyluxurious TVthat delivers a great performance too D 40 1920x1080 e o o 6 89X96x6

B&O BeoVision Avant 55 5995 01.15/FT [ITII 11 Thisisoneofthe classiest Vs money can buy LD 55 1920x1080 e e - 6 71x129x10

LG 55LA860W 2300 07.13/GT [TTT 11! Closebutnocigar.Agood TV butthe competition is strong LED 55 1920x1080 e o o 4 72123x4

LG 55EA980W 8000 01.14/FT [T II01 | Agreatfirst OLED effort from LG OLED 55 1920x1080 e e o 4 80x123x19

LG 55EC930V 2000 02.15/FT [TTTTT1 OLEDentersthe realms of affordability, and it's a thing of beauty OLED 55 1920x1080 e e o 4 75x123x20

LG 55UB950V 2300 09.14/GT LTI 117 Notwithoutitsflaws, butthisTVis good to look at, great to use LED 55 3840x2160 e o o 4 123x78x24

LG 65LA970W 5500 12.13/GT LTTT 11 ! Fantastictolookat, butlacks the detail of depth of rivals LED 65 3840x2160 e o o o 3 84x143x41

LG 84LM960V 22500 02.13/FT [TTT 11 | Stunningwith Ultra High Def, but ordinary elsewhere LED 84 3840x2160 e - 4 102x190x4

PanasonicTX-L47WT50B 2000 08.12/ST CITTT0 1 | Stylish, with real areas of expertise LED 47 1920x1080 e o o o 4 6310703

PanasonicTX-L55WT65B 2470 07.13/GT [T IT 117 Agood performerbutthere are more capable sets LED 55 1920x1080 e o o o 3 721233

PanasonicTX-58AX802B 2499 09.14/GT LTI 11 1 A4KTVworthinvestigating LED 58 38402160 e e e e 4 80x130x29

PanasonicTX-65AX902B 5000 01.15/FT [TTT 11 | Agorgeousscreenbutthat priceisa sticking point LED 65 3840x2160 e e o o 4 B86x146x6

PanasonicTX-P65WT600 5500 12.13/GT [TTTTT1 Acapablesetthathandles 4Kfootage very well LED 65 3840x2160 e e . 4 86x147x6

Philips 46PFL9706 2300 05.12/GT [TITI 1 ! Agreatflatscreen from Philips LED 46 1920x1080 e o o 4 66x108x4

Philips 50PFL7956T 2000 09.12/GT [T 1 | Thebest21:9 setwe’ve seen: brilliant for films LED 50 2560x1080 e o o 4 58x124x3

Philips 55PFL8008 2500 07.13/GT [T TT AgreatTVfrom Philips LED 55 1920x1080 e e o o 4 72x124x3

Philips 65PFL9708 4500 12.13/GT LTI | Smartfeatures aren’tas good we’d like but this is still a strong 4K set LED 65 3840x2160 e e . 5 84xL46X4

Samsung KE55S9C 7000 01.14/GT [TIT0 1 | Anexcellentfirststep for large screen OLEDTVs OLED 55 1920x1080 e e e e 4 7814214

Samsung UE55F8000 2500 07.13/GT LTI 11 Can’tkeepupwiththeverybest.Stillasmart, user-friendly set LED 55 1920x1080 o e o e 4 71X122x4

Samsung UE55HU7500 2300 09.14/GT [TTTTT1 Bests2-60inTV,Awards 2014 LED 55 3840x2160 e e o o 4 75x123x27

Samsung UE65F9000 5000 01.14/GT LTI | Atalented setwith few weakenesses to speak of LED 65 3840x2160 e e o o 4 8ixlhéx4

Samsung UE65H8000 3300 07.14/FT [0 1 | Afineset,buthigh price and lack of 4Kknock it down a star LED 65 1920x1080 e e e e 4 8914531

Samsung UE65HU7500 3500 08.14/FT [T TTT 11 Best6oin+TV,Awards 2014 LED 65 3840x2160 e o o 4 88x145x30

Samsung UE65HU8500 3800 01.15/GT [TTTTT1 Afeature-ladenTV,thisisanimpressive, attractive and entertainingTV. (D 65 384002160 o e o o 4 85x145x11

Sony KD-55X8505B 2100 09.14/GT [ITII01 | Anattractive TVwith a good set of features LED 55 3840x2160 o e . 4 79x123x29

Sony KDL-55W905A 2400 07.13/GT [TIII 1 ! Agreat-lookingTVbutafewissues knockit down a star LED 55 1920x1080 e e . 4 72x124x6

Sony KD-6559005B 3900 01.15/GT [LLTTTT1 Thoughtful design married with seriously good picture quality LED 65 3840x2160 o @ - 4 155x90x33

Sony KD-65X9005A 5000 01.14/FT [T 01 Goodlooksandgreatsound but needs 4K material to shine LED 65 3840x2160 e o o 4 90x168x10

Sony KD-65X9005B 3600 07.14/FT CIIT0T | ThisSonyset has issues with upscaled content but it looks greatwith 4K 1ep 65 384002160 o o . 4 88x172x10

Systemkillers: Games /////
.

DriveClub ForzaHorizon2 MarioKart8 SunsetOverdrive  ThelLast of UsRemastered
PlayStation4 Xbox One Wiiu Xbox One PlayStation4
Afteraproblematiclaunch, Looks great. Sounds great. Turn There's nothing particularly new Aheady mix of combatand Thefinest game on the PS3is now
DriveClubhas now evolvedintoa the musicdown, bumpthe here, but the tweaks made help traversal gameplay, Overdriveis oneofthefinestonthe PS4.
confident racer withsome sound effectsup andrev. freshenand rejuvnate the latest aterrific visual showcase for Extra content (Left Behind DLC)
astonishingly realisticgraphics.  Asequel that's biggerand better. inthe Mario Kart franchise. what the Xbox Oneiscapableof. ~ makes this an essential purchase.
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Blu-ray players

Smart ability Extends the viewing choice beyond discs with apps like BBC iPlayer
Multichannel out Analogue outputs that feed high quality sound to a non-HDMI receiver
Twin HDMI outputs These are used if you have two displays, say a projector and a TV

Blu-ray players

Theshortlist
Sony BDP-S5200 Sony BDP-S7200 Panasonic DMP-BDT700
Awards 2014: Best Blu-ray player upto £150 Awards 2014: Best Blu-ray player £150-£300 Awards 2014: Best Blu-ray player £300+

Product £ Tested Verdict £88 = &£

Upto £500
LG BP645 85 02.15/GT LTI 01 | AfineBlu-rayplayerreplete with a strong feature list 11 0 No 5x43x1
LGBP740 200 08.14/GT [T 1 Muchimproved, butneeds tobetterits sound and video performance to match the best 11 0 No 4xa3x1
Panasonic DMP-BDT260 80 02.15/GT [T T Animpressive Blu-ray spinnerthat’s even morevalue for money afterits price drop 10 0 No 431x18
Panasonic DMP-BDT330 200 09.13/GT [TITTT] Lacksinthesmartapp area but performance elsewhere s terrific 2 1 0 No 4x43x18
Panasonic DMP-BDT460 190 08.14/GT [TTTTT] Talentedwith soundasitiswith picture, thisis a Blu-ray playerto be reckoned with 2 1 0 No 4x42x18
Panasonic DMP-BWT740 455 11.14/FT [TTTTT1 Mightilyimpressive, this Blu-ray spinneris a multimedia beast 2 1 1 No 6x43x24
Philips BDP3380 80 01.14/GT LTI 1 | Averygood performerthat lacks some smart features 10 1 No 4x41x21
Pioneer BDP-160 120 01.14/GT [T T Thisentry-level unitis pretty spartan, butit delivers an impressive performance 2 0 1 No 6x44x25
Pioneer BDP-450 225 01.12/FT [TTTTT] Thisbudgetdeckisarealrival forthe top performers 10 1 No 9x44x25
Samsung-BD-F6500 130 07.13/GT [CITIT1 1 | Competitive but notthe bestin class 10 1 7ch 4x43x8
Samsung-BD-H6500 100 02.15/GT LTI 11 1 Anothersolid, competitive effort from Samsung 11 0 No 4x36x20
Sony BDP-5490 110 12.12/FT [TITTTTT AnexcellentbudgetBlu-ray playerthatalso does 3D 10 1 No 4x43x20
Sony BDP-54100 80 01.14/GT [TTTTT] BestBlurayplayerupto£100,Awards 2013 10 1 No 4x36x20
Sony BDP-55100 140 07.13/GT [TTTTT1 BestBlu-rayplayer£100-£150, Awards 2013 10 1 No 4x36x20
Sony BDP-55200 85 02.15/GT LCITTTTT1 BestBlu-rayplayerupto£150, Awards 2014 10 1 No 4x27x20
Sony BDP-56200 180 08.14/GT [T T Plentyofsmartfeatures, sharpimages and well-rendered 3D. Atalented disc spinner 10 1 No 4x36x20
Sony BDP-57200 230 09.14/FT [TTTTT] BestBlu-rayplayer£150-£300, Awards 2014. Product of the Year 10 1 No 5x43x21
Sony PlayStation 3 (2012) 250 Aw.12/FT LTI 1 | SuperslimPS3feels less special, butit’s still multi-talented 11 0 No 6x29%23
Sony PlayStation 4 349 02.14/FT LTI 1 | Agreatgaming machine that’s less spectacularwhen it comes to home entertainment 11 0 No 1933
Xbox One 430 01.14/FT CITTT 11 I Asambitiousagame console asthere has everbeen, butyet to fulfil its potential 11 0 No 8x33x27

£500 and above
Cambridge AudioAzur752BD 800 04.13/FT LITTT 11| Featuresandfunctions combinein fine style, butaudio performance could be a little better 2 1 1 8h 9x3x31
Marantz UD7007 500 12.12/FT [TTTTT1 BestBlu-rayplayer£300+,Awards 2013 11 1 No 11x44x31
Oppo BDP-105D 1100 03.15/GT [TITTTT IfyouwantaBlu-rayplayerthat does everything, thenthis st 2 1 1 8h 124331
Onkyo BD-SP809 500 04.12/GT LTI 1 Afinechoice, butnotanall-rounder 2 1 1 No 10x4331
Panasonic DMP-BDT700 500 10.14/FT [ITTTTT1 BestBlu-rayplayer £300+, Awards 2014 2 1 1 7ch 7x45x26
Pioneer BDP-LX88 1300 03.15/GT LTI 1 | Greatwith movies, lacks the same quality in its stereo performance 2 01 1 No 13x44x34

System bu | Ider The perfect partners to bring the best out of Panasonic’s DMP-BDT260

Television AVreceiver Surround speakers
Sony KDL-40W605B £450- [T T I 111 YamahaRX-V377 £250- [ LT 1111 QAcousticsQ7000i £900- [T T T 111
Astunninglooking set withrich, superly judged Weighty and authorative, the RX-V377 offers superb Toeingtheline between smoothness and balance, the
colours andterrific smart features surround sound onabudget Q7000iis asmall package with awide-open sound
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Projectors 3
S
Screens Buy one of these. A painted white wall is simply not good enough (1)
Noise Fan noise can be a major issue if you sit close to your projector (2]
Lamp life Projector bulbs have limited lifespans and need to be changed regularly 8
(]
Theshortlist 0
BenQW1400 Epson EH-TW7200 Sony VPL-HW55ES
Awards 2014: Best projector up to £1500 Awards 2014: Best projector £1500-£2000 Awards 2014: Projector £2000+
, g & § EtEtsE B %
Product f Tested Verdict = 5 & ESE3&8 S8 5 =
Upto £1000
BenQW1070+ 650 11.14/GT [TTTTT] Forafirsthome cinema, thiswould be a great projector DIP 11515 1920x1080 2200 2 0 1 1 10x31x24 275
BenQW1080ST 850 12.13/GT LTI 1 Agoodfitforsmall-scale home cinema entertainment DIP  0.690.83 1920x1080 2000 2 O 1 1 10x31x24 2.85
Epson EH-TW5200 700 11.14/GT [TTTTT1 Forf700it’sanimpressive projector with afew niggles DLP  122-1.47:1 1920x1080 2000 2 0 1 0 10.5x30x25 3
InFocus IN3118HD 990 05.13/GT I | Afewniggles buta brightand capable projector DIP  1.61.92 1920x1080 3600 2 0 1 0 10x34x25 3.7
InFocus IN8606HD 650 11.14/GT [T 1 | Gooddetailand punch, butrivals have the edge over it DIP  1.22-1.47:1 1920x1080 2000 2 0 1 1 26x28.5x12 3
Optoma HD25 800 05.13/GT [TII0 1 | Plentyoffeaturesforabudgetlevel projector DIP 1518  1920x1080 2000 2 0 2 2 123831 45
£1000-£3000
BenQW1400 1000 Aw.14/FT [TTTTT1 Bestprojectorupto£f1500, Awards 2014 DIP  1.07-1.71 1920x1080 2200 2 0 1 1 12x34x28 4
Epson EH-TW6100W 1600 Aw.13/FT [TTTTTT Bestprojector £1000-£2000, Awards 2013 D 1322151 1920x1080 2300 2 0 1 1 144237 6
Epson EH-TW7200 1900 AW.14/FT LTTTTT1 Bestprojector£1500-£2000, Awards 2014. Productof theYear 10 1.34287:1 1920x1080 2000 2 0 1 1 16x47x40 8
Philips Screeneo HDP1590TV 1500 05.14/FT LI | Agreatideathat’s executed well, but not perfectly DIP 0321  1280x800 500 3 0 1 0 1534x29 5
Sony VPL-HW55ES 2800 04.14/GT [TTTTT1 Bestprojector£2000+, Awards 2014 SXRD nfa 1920x1080 1700 2 0 0 1 18x41x46 9.6
£3000 and above
Epson EH-TW9200W 3000 04.14/GT I | Afine projector, but not the showstopper we expected D 1.342.87:1 1920x1080 2400 6 0 0 1 14x47x40 9
JVCDLA-X35BE 3000 04.13/GT LTI 11 | Goodbutnotgreat, this )VCappeals ifyou like bright pictures DA nfa 1920x1080 1300 2 0 1 1 18x46x47 15
Panasonic PT-AT6000E 3000 04.14/GT [TTTTT1 Bestprojector £2000+, Awards 2013 (D 118236 1920x1080 2400 3 0 1 1 15x47x36 8.7
SIM2 C3X Lumis 3D-S 30000 1111/ [LLTTTT1 Thebest3D projectorwe’ve everseen DIP  1.82-2.48:1 1920x1080 3000 2 0 0 1 46x21x46 11
Sony VPL-HW50ES 3000 12.12/F1 [ITTTTT Showswhyhome cinema can’t be beaten SXRD  1.64-237 1920x1080 1700 2 0 0 1 18x4lx46 9.6
SonyVPL-VW500ES 8500 04.14/FT I | Stunningly good with 4K content but pricey nonetheless SXRD  1.64237 1920x1080 1700 2 0 0 1 18x41x46 9.6
SonyVPL-VW95ES 5000 01.12/FT [T TTTT1 Byclassstandards, it’s one of the best projectors around SXRD  1.382.83  4096x2160 1700 2 0 0 0 20x50x46 14
Whatolookfor:Projecors
—n
Roomforaview? Dark matters Putitinitsplace Lamp boast

Projectors take up lessroomreal-estate
thanabig TV, but they need a certain
distance, or ‘throw’, to work. Those specs
andratios are always quoted, but you still
needto dothe calculations to figure out
exactly how muchisrequired.

Whileit's possible towatcha projected
imagein daylight, most projectors
work best indarkened rooms.

Thick curtains or blackout blinds are
worthy investmentsif you'relooking
forthatimmersive cinemafeel.

Ideally a‘fixed' projectorinstallation using
adedicated shelf or ceiling bracket works
best. The same applies to your screen-
afixedinstallis always ready to go.
Awhite wall simply won'tdo, soinvestin
apurpose-built electric or manual model.

If youwant a particularly bigscreen, a Full
HD1920 x 1080 projector has its benefits.
However, the quality of its lamp and its
opticsare every bitasimportantasits
resolution so bear thatin mind when
you're onthe hunt for a projector.

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com
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AV receivers & amplifiers

Up to £500
£500-£1000
fio000+

Theshortlist

YamahaRX-V377
Awards 2014: Best home cinema amp up to £350
“The RX-V377isn’t revolutionary, yet Yamaha
doesn’trest upon its laurels — this is a hugely
capable budget receiver.”

Product £ Tested Verdict
Upto £300
PioneerVSX-528 285 02.14/GT [
Yamaha RX-V375 250 02.14/GT [ITITTT11
Yamaha RX-V377 250 07.14/FT [ITTTTT]
£300-£500
Harman Kardon AVR-171 450 10.13/FT [
Sony STR-DN840 350 02.14/GT [ITTIT1
Sony STR-DN850 400 08.14/FT [IITTT11
£500-£1000
Denon AVR-X2000 500 08.13/GT [TITTT11
Denon AVR-X2100W 500 09.14/GT [
Denon AVR-X4000 900 12.13/GT [
Harman-Kardon AVR-365 800 03.12/ST Il
Onkyo TX-NR626 500 08.13/GT [CITIT1
PioneerVSX-924 500 09.14/GT [
Sony STR-DN1040 500 08.13/GT [ICITTT11
Sony STR-DN1050 500 09.14/GT [ITITTIT11
Yamaha RX-5600 500 05.14/FT [
Yamaha RX-V675 500 08.13/GT [ITIT11T11
YamahaRX-V677 560 09.14/GT [TITTT11

Killer Apps: Remote apps

fFree

®

Onkyo Remote

Compatible with Onkyoreleases
between 2010 and 2014, this
appgivestheuseraclean,
navigableinterface, with easy
streaming from online services
and connected devices.

Awards 2014: Best home cinema amp £350-£700
“Following the success of the STR-DN1040
was never going to be an easy task, but Sony

Well-equipped and delivers convincing surround sound
There are gains in features, build quality and sonic performance
Real powerhouses that pack loads of features and cinema-style sound

Sony STR-DN1050

has undoubtedly managed it.”

Awell-equipped budget amp with good surround sound capabilities
Best home cinema amplifier up to £350, Awards 2013
Best home cinema amplifier up to £350, Awards 2014

Could be subtler but delivers a powerhouse performance
Atalented, energeticamp that delivers plenty of precision and attack
Animpressive all-rounder at a great price

Marks a fine return to form for Denon

Astrong contender but competition at this price is fierce

Decentifyou’re looking fora sub-£1000 AV receiver

Great looks, but lacks some precision

Well-featured but not as compelling oras immersive as rival products
Anothergood effort but rivals offer more excitement

Best home cinema amplifier £350-£700, Awards 2013.

Best home cinema amplifier £350-£700, Awards 2014. Product of the Year
Asmall, excellentamp that delivers great sound and good features
Apowerful and thrilling amplifier for the money

Afun receiver that’s not the most balanced, but is endlessly entertaining

fFree

@

PioneeriControlAV5
Updated for 2015, iControAV5
hasfeaturessuchasa
searchable music ist, remote
controland EQsettings. It'salso
backwards compatible with
amps dating backto 2012.

Pioneer SC-LX58

Awards 2014: Best home cinema amp £700-£1500
“To sum up, we love the Pioneer SC-LX58.
What’s not to like? Pioneer has taken last

year’s champ and made it even better.”

v e .
= = £ £ 5=
£88282g &2
5x130 6 1 e e 17x44x33
5x100 4 1 ®  15x44x32
570 4 1 e e 15x44x32
7x100 6 2 e 12x44x30
7x150 6 1 e e 16x43x33
7x150 5 1 e e 16x43x33
7x150 7 1 e e 17x43x33
7x150 8 2 e e 17x43x33
7x125 7 3 e e 17x43x38
7x110 6 1 ®  17x44x39
7x160 6 2 e e 17x44x33
7x150 7 2 e e 17x44x36
7x100 8 2 e e 16x43x32
7x165 6 3 e e 17x43x33
590 5 1 e e 17x43x33
7x150 6 1 e e 17x44x36
7x150 6 1 e e 17x43x36
fFree
P@®
YamahaAV controller
Yamaha'sapp hasastark,

unfussy interface but offers
options for tweakinglevels,
selectingsound modesand
changinginputs. Decent,
simple remote, too.
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Product £ Tested Verdict S&EEXTEX=~" 5& -y
£1000-£2000 (]
Anthem MRX-510 1700 Aw.14/FT [T T I T Rarelyhaveweseenamulti-channelamp soaccomplished with music w57 2 ®  16x44x37 n
Denon AVR-4520 1970 03.13/ST [TTT 11 Anenjoyable, easygoing sound, pipped onlyin terms of absolute excitement X150 7 2 e 20x43x42 2.
Onkyo TX-NR818 1000 09.12/FT [TITTT] Impressive AVamp with features aplenty 7x180 8 2 e e 34x59x55 <
Onkyo TX-NR838 1000 10.14/FT [TTTI11 ! Acommendableamplifierwithahuge number of features 7X180 7 1 e e 34x58x51 w
Pioneer SC-LX57 1200 12.13/GT [T T TT1 Besthomecinemaamplifier £700-£1500,Awards 2013 9X190 9 3 e e 19x4hxéh 3
Pioneer SC-LX58 1400 11.14/FT [ITTTTT1 Besthomecinemaamplifier £700-£1500, Awards 2014 9190 8 3 e e 19x4hxih m
Yamaha RX-A1020 1000 04.13/FT [TTTTT1 Deliveringexcitement, detail and precision, this is a brilliantly capable all-rounder X110 8 2 e e 18x43x43 :
Yamaha RX-A1030 1000 12.13/GT [TTTI1 | Notwithoutsome niggles, this receiver delivers big-time power and muscle X110 8 2 e e 18x43x43 n
Yamaha RX-A1040 1000 12.14/FT CTTT 11 Wellfeaturedand full of power, butlacks in the thrill department X110 8 2 e e 18x44x43 m
£2000 and above 3
Anthem MRX 700 2100 10.12/FT [TTTTT]1 Fantastic-soundingand worthy of a serious audition ™0 4 1 17x44x39 u_
Arcam FMJ AVR450 2200 03.14/GT [T 1 1 1 There’splentyto like with this receiver, butits rivals better it X110 7 2 e e 17x43x42 :
Arcam AVR750 4000 12.13/FT LTI 11 ! Itsnotflawless, butthis AVreceiverisverygood X100 7 2 e e 17x43x43 a'
Pioneer SC-LX87 2000 03.14/GT [TTTTT1 Pioneerstrikes gold again with this feature-laden powerhouse 9220 9 3 e e 19xkhxsh e
Pioneer SC-LX88 2200 01.15/GT [TTTTT1 Astaggeringly powerfulampwith a captivating sound 9250 8 3 e e 19x44x44 (7]
OnkyoTX-NR1010 2000 12.12/F1 [ITIT 111 Power-packed heavyweight needs atouch more precision 7X200 9 2 e e 20x44x59 —
Onkyo TX-NR3009 2000 04.12/GT [TTTTT1 Producesseriously rewarding surround sound 9200 8 2 e e 34x61x60 m
Onkyo TX-NR3010 2000 03.13/ST LTI | Asolid performance but lacks the subtlety to cut it as a complete all-rounder 9K160 9 2 e e 20x44x60 :
Yamaha RX-A3030 2000 03.14/GT [T T TTT1 Besthomecinemaamplifier £1500+, Awards 2013 X150 8 1 e e 19x44x47 u
Yamaha RX-A3040 2000 01.15/GT [T 111 Asmoothandpowerfulamp, that’s well worth auditioning 9x230 8 2 e e 19x4ix47 g
(o)
Subwoofers T
‘
Sealed cabinet Tends to produce the tightest bass but limits outright quantity ]
Reflex port A more common design that tends to deliver more bass
Room equalisation Evens out the subwoofer’s response to produce a more balanced sound
z E ¢ 28 2t 8: 28 4 &%
Product f Tested Verdict & 5§ &&88 55 S5as55&8&2& 52
Upto £500
B&WASW610 450 05.09/GT [LTTTTT1 Bestsubwooferupto£f7oo, Awards 2011 200 25 - Foward 1 1 . e 4 31x31x38
Monitor Audio Vector VIW-8 225 04.10/FT [T | Capablelittle sub foran entry-level system 100 20 e Fowad 2 0 . 2 320828
RELAcoustics T-Zero 350 05.12/GT [TTT11 ! Smallanddiscreet, butlimited by size 100 16.5 - Downward 2 1 . 2 24x22x26
TannoyTS2.10 430 03.12/FT [T 1 | Small,butpacksaferocious punch 300 25 e foward 1 0 e . 3 3903833
Velodyne EQ-Max 8 495 04.12/FT LTI 01 1 Small, butpuncheswellabove its weight 180 20 e fowad 2 2 e e e e e 1 373338
Velodyne Impact-12 365 05.09/GT [T TIT1 Finesub, moreofamoviethanamusicclassic 165 30 e Fowad 2 1 e o 1 39x66x45
Velodyne Impact-Mini 435 10.09/FT CITT0T | Amazingly small sub with fine movie performance 180 16.5 . forward 2 2 o o 1 25x25x30
Wfedale Powercube SPC-10 300 11.11/FT [TTTTT1 Nearlyaterrificsubwoofer - but there are issues 215 25 - Downward 1 1 e . 8 38x35x31
£500-£1000
B&WASW610XP 700 07.09/FT [T I T T Idealforbigbassfromasmall box 500 25 - Foward 2 1 . e 4 323237
Monitor Audio Apex AW-12 950 05.12/GT [T 1 ! Beautifultolookat,and punchytoo 500 305 - Foward 1 0 e . e 2 3634x41
RELAcousticsT-7 650 02.12/FT [T 1 1 Acompactsub with authority 200 20 e Downward 2 1 - 2 30x35x33
Sonos Sub 600 08.12/FT [CTTT 11 | Soundsgreat. Makes sensewith Sonos Play speakers n/a n/a - Iward 0 0 e o o 1 40X38K16
TannoyTS2.12 549 05.12/GT [T | Attractively priced with decent sonics too 500 30.5 . foward 1 0 . 2 44x43x38
Velodyne EQ-Max 12 825 05.12/GT [TTTTT1 Powerfulandagile and supremely enjoyable 25 305 e fowad 1 2 e e e e e 1 45x246
Yamaha NS-SW700 500 03.10/FT [ITIT 11 Notthemostaccomplished, butverycompetent 300 25 e Downward 4 2 - ° 2 45x41x41
£1000 and above
B&WPV1D 1200 05.12/GT [TTTTT1 Delivers precision and agility in spades 400 20 - foward 1 0 e o o 2 3602736
Jamo D600 1300 05.12/GT [T I T Abrilliantsubthat’sworth the price 400 38 . Foward nfa 0 - 1 56x59x50
Velodyne SPL-1000 Ultra 1400 09.11/FT [T I TTT11 Bestsubwoofer£f7o0+, Awards 2011 1200 25 - foward 1 1 e o e 3 343334

“Monitor Audio’s VW-8 is a capable little subwoofer and will make a good addition

to a bass-light, entry-level, sub/sat or stereo system”

April 2010

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com wwwwhathificom 91
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()]
5 Surroundspeakers
(xu Full size Traditional cabinet design that’s big but can deliver a great sound
(] Style Compact speakers that make a lot of sense in smaller living spaces
(o} Bipole/Dipole Surround speaker designs that give a more cohesive soundfield
(7))
.g Theshortlist
=
9
S
(7))}
QAcoustics2000i5.1 DaliZensor15.1 Monitor Audio Radius R9OHT1
Awards 2014: Best Traditional Pack up to £700 Awards 2014: Best Traditional Pack £700-£1500 Awards 2014: Best Style package £1400-£1800
“We simply can’t find a rival (trust us, we’ve “Whether it’s with music or movies, the “You have a package that blends nicely. With
looked) that even comes close to the Q Zensor1 5.1 produces a stunning sound. price, performance and practicality on its
Acoustics’ performance-per-pound offering.” That’s £1000 well spent, we say.” side, the Radius ticks all the boxes.”
N T
Product £ Tested Verdict £ SE &2 32 &
Upto £500
Boston Ac. Soundware XS SE 220 12.11/FT Y %k ke k Justas good as its predecessor: a must-hear 11x11x9 11xI11x9 11x11x9  31x28x40 2
Canton Movie 130 450 05.12/FT 2 2.8, 8¢ Likeable and listenable 1209x10  9x19x10  12x9x10  41x24x42 3
Jamo S426 HCS3 350 01.12/FT %k k Aworthy home cinema solution 91x18x24  12x34x12  21x12x12 nfa 3
Tannoy HTS-101 400 09.11/GT 2.2.8.0.8.1 Best style package up to £700, Awards 2014 16x11x14  11x25x17  16x11x14  42x28x37 1
Wharfedale DX-1HCP 400 Aw.11/FT 0. 8.8.0.0 ¢ Gets a lot right for this kind of money 19x12x12  12629x12  19x12x12  34x29x32 2
£500-£1000
Boston Ac. SoundWare S 510 02.12/FT 28284 Dinkyyet substantial-sounding Uix1x14  14x14x14  16x14x14  34x32x44 2
DaliZensor15.1 980 Aw.13/FT 2. 2.2.0.0.¢ Best traditional package £700-£1500, Awards 2014. Product of the Year 27x16x22  16x44x29  27x16x22  31x29x31 3
JamoA200HCS 5 640 01.13/FT 2 2.8, 8¢ Agutsyand entertaining sound at this price 22x9x5 22x9x5 2269x5  31x28x31 7
KEFE305 900 11.13/ST % ¥k ok Aroom-filling system but there are more dynamic packages out there 26x14x16  16x22x15  26x14x16  32x43x27 2
Mission M? 700 01.15/FT b 8. 2.8.¢ Petite, likable and convenient, just lacks the thrills of rival packages 9x9x9 9x9%9 9x9x9  28x27x27 1
Mission MX15.1 600 11.11/FT kK ok Ideal fora medium sized room 28x17x26  15x42x19  28x17x26  30x30x33 4
Monitor Audio MASS 800 11.13/ST ok kok Stillan excellent system, it narrowly falls short of the best 22x13x13  13x22x13  22x13x13  42x38x38 1
QAcoustics 2000i 5.1 625 Aw.11/FT 2. 8.2.8.8.¢ Best traditional package up to £700, Awards 2014 23x15x20  23x16x12  23x15x20  23x16x12 2
QAcoustics Q7000i 900 11.13/ST 2. 8.2.8.8.¢ Best style package £700-£1000, Awards 2014 24x10x16  12x20x16  24x10x16  32x46x20 2
Wharfedale 100-HCP 950 11.13/FT ook Fkok Avery good package, but could do with a better centre speaker 32X17x26  17x47x27  32x17x26  39x35x31 7
£1000-£2000
B&W MT-50 1100 11.13/ST 2.2.8.0.8.1 Best style package £1000-£1400, Awards 2014 25x11x16  25x11x16  25x11x16  26x26x33 2
B&W MT-60D 1950 05.12/GT 282,804 Best style package £1800+, Awards 2014 25x11x16  25x11x16  25x11x16  34x27x36 2

60 Soupnd Fastastic

Olsons Sound Fantastic range of units are specifically designed for both the home and professional hi-fi
audio markets.

Each unit is fitted with a 10A mains R.Fl. filter with earthline choke and transient suppressor, designed to
filter mains-borne transients, switching surges, R.F. interference, intermittent spikes and other disturbances.

opustsiescansiution TYPE NO. NO. OF SOCKETS | OVERALL LENGTH
13A Sockets

RFI 10A Mains Filter & Surge Suppressor

Extemal Earth Sud | w6 [ 6 | s7mm |
UK Plug - 10A Fuse Fitied i ST

Colour Black

Specials to order OLSON ELECTRONICS LIMITED 24 HOUR SERVICE

OLSON HOUSE, 490 HONEYPOT LANE, VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED
STANMORE, MIDDX HA7 1JY
TEL: 020 8905 7273 FAX: 020 8952 1232
email: sales@olson.co.uk www.olson.co.uk
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Product £ Tested Verdict g2 SE g2 32 & :
CabasseEole 3 1000 11.13/ST ok Kok Alikable, big-sounding system that lacks a little authority 1313x13  13x13x13  13x13x13 333335 2 o
Cambridge Audio Aero 5.1 1650 10.13/FT ek ¥k ok Best traditional package £1500-£2500, Awards 2014 98X26x34  15x43x21  18x46xX15  34x33x36 2 :
DaliFazon 1 1500 07.10/GT 282,809 Preferable in manyways to its pricier big brother 26x14x13  26x14x13  26x14x13  28x26x27 2 :
DaliFazon 35.1 1699 05.12/GT 2. 2.2.2.0 ¢ Best style package £1200-£2000, Awards 2011 26x14x14  14x26x14  26x14x14  23x16x12 2 Q-
DaliZensor55.1 1499 Aw.11/FT 2. 8.8. .89 Best traditional package £700-£1500, Awards 2012 84x16x27  16x44x28  97x16x23  34x37x38 2 ‘ﬂ
Elipson Planet M 5.1 1300 03.13/FT ok Kok Enjoyable looks and sound, just lacking a smidge of detail 15x15x15  15x15x15  15x15x15  39x3232 3 '5
Focal Dome 5.1 1000 11.13/ST ek k ok It’s not perfect but this Focal charms nonetheless 17x14x14  17x14x14  17x14x14  40X28x28 3 a
KEFQ3005.1 1880 10.11/GT 2. 2.2.2.0 ¢ An admirable package for the purists 362130 21x63x30  36x21x30  33x34x33 3 m
KEF T105 1200 04.11/GT 1.8.2.8.8 ¢ Astealthy package that looks the part 3L4xé  33L4xé 3Lhxh 3837K8 1 5
Monitor Audio Bronze BX25.1 1050 Aw.10/FT ok Fook ok Thrillingly fit for purpose 35x19x26  17x46x17  29x28xk11 3332433 4 e 3
Monitor Audio Bronze BX55.1 1215 12.10/GT 28,284 Does a good job of filling a big room 85x17x25  17x46x17  29x28k11 3313233 2 ]
Monitor Audio RadiusR90HT1 1500 10.13/FT ek kk ok Best style package £1400-£1800, Awards 2014 20x13x14  17x46x17  20x13x14  33x32x33 3
Quad L-ite Plus 5.1 package 1200 12.13/FT 2. 2.8.8.4 Afine package that’s up against some formidable rivals at this price 25x14x18  15x38Kk17  25x14x18  31x24x24 3
£2000 and above
Acoustic Energy 3-Series 5.1 2425 06.14/GT 2. 2.8.8.1 Build, looks and performance combine for an attractive speaker package 90x19x30  19x45x26  30x19x25  36x36x36 2
B&W 683 Theatre 2750 11.14/GT 2. 2.8.8.4 Atalented and entertaining speaker package that doesn’t quite captivate 99x19x36  22x59x30 31.5x16x23 3333138 2
B&W CM9 Theatre 4200 09.11/FT ok %ok ok Besttraditional package £3500+, Awards 2013 10232637 22x59x28  34x20x28  3232x32 2
Dali lkon 5 MK2 2500 06.14/GT >k k* An exciting speaker package that will thrill film and musicfans 81X15x28  15x57x26  38K27x15  4Sx4lxk6 2
Dali Lektor 5.1 2320 03.10/GT 2. 2.8.8.1 Onlyjust fails to get top marks againstits rivals 106x25x37  17x60x18  31x17x22  36x31x40 2
Dali Mentor 5.1 5700 08.08/FT 2. 2.8.8.1 Powerhouse of a system 103x20x39  20x89x29  32x16x24  37x33:33 2
KEFR1005.1 2850 06.14/GT ek ok ok Best traditional package £2500-£3500, Awards 2014 28x18x29  17x53x31  28x18x29  37x33x35 4
M&K 950-Series 5445 04.10/FT Yk ¥k ok Exceptional system with thrilling sound 41x18x22  41x18x22  26x18x22  60X39x51 2
Monitor Audio Apex 2400 05.12/GT 2 2.0.8.2.9 Best style speaker package £2000+, Awards 2011 25x14x14  14x61x10  25x14x14  34x34x41 2
Monitor Audio PL200AV 11400 08.10/FT Yok ok ok Exceptionalin every sense 100x25x28  22x58x29  37x34x36  45x48x47 3
Monitor Audio PL300 AV 13500 10.09/FT %k kK Oneofthefinest 5.1 speaker packages on the market 111x461X47  22X58x29  37x22K28  ASXABX4T 2
Monitor Audio Silver 6 AV12 2875 06.14/GT ek ¥k ok Ahugely capable surround package. Worthy of serious consideration 94x35x20  19x50x24  25x31x12  23x16x14 6
Paradigm MilleniaOne 2500 12.12/F1 2. 8.2.8.¢ Smooth and detailed, but slightly lacking in attack 20x12x15  20x12x15  20x12x15  34x30x32 2
PMCDB1i5.1 4675 12.09/FT ok ok ok Smalland sonically brilliant package 20x16x23  16x29x23  29x16x23  55x20x55 4
Tannoy Revolution SEAV 2400 06.14/GT Yk k*k Despite a few issues with the centre and sub, thisis an exciting package 95x20x25  15x31x16  37x20x25  44x43x37 1

etingupyou. e sesers

Dali Zensor 1 Bowers & Wilkins MT-60D Monitor Audio BXFX speakers Q Acoustics 2000i5.1
£200 £1950 £250 £625

Dolneedrearspeakers?

What do rear speakers do, exactly?
Well, with the advent of discrete 5.1
surround sound in 1992, sound
designers gained the ability to place
specfic effects into either the left or
right rear speaker. Unlike older
systems that relied on a mono rear
channel of sound, such as Dolby
Surround, the rear channels are given
more to do instead of the same signal
being shared between multiple
surround speakers. Sound steering
was better as the sound matched
what was on screen more precisely.

Should luse hi-fispeakers?
Positioning can be a bit awkward if
you have a large rear speaker. Place it
too close and a headache may ensue.
Hide it in a corner and performance
will be diminished. Hi-fi speakers are
designed to create an audio image
that places sonic elements within a
focused soundstage. This direct
pattern of sound reproduction is what
sound engineers avoid with most rear
speaker effects. It's why, to avoid
sound localisation, cinemas use
multiple pairs of rear speakers along
the sides and behind you.

Dealingwith localisation
Negating the effect of localisation can
be done in two ways: mounting a hi-fi
style bookshelf or style speaker high
on the wall, or buying a specialist rear
speaker that's either bipolar or dipolar
in design. A bipolar design will use an
opposing-driver arrangement which
run in phase (unison). This gives good
bass and helps fill the room. A dipolar
design is similar, using opposing sets
of drive units radiating into directions,
one running out of phase with the
other. This creates an out-of-box
sound that's hard to localise.

Howloudshould they be?
Whatever your speakers, watch
the volume levels. It's tempting
to crank it up to make the rear
speakers more audible but all
that does is defeat their
purpose: they're not meant to
draw attention to themselves.
Too much rear-focused sound

is unrealistic and, over long
periods can become wearing for
the listener, so don't be tempted
to select an artificially heavy rear
bias. Even in 5.1 channel mixing,
it's common to use a mono
effect at times.

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com
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BIGGEST BRANDS, BEST PRICES, EXPERT ADVICE! s g™

. . _ s All this and more in-store!

A selection of our massive range of top-rated hi-fi A<k for 2 detro.
CAMBRIDGE TANNOY MERCURY V1

% ToPAZ AMI DARK WALNUT SPEAKERS (PAIR)

— Solid build quality and “Balanced, detailed, hugely enjoyable sound;

flexible with regards to positioning and
system matching.” - What Hi-Fi.
5YEAR TSP £119.95
SORRANTEE VIP CLUB PRICE
VIP CLUB PRICE REGULAR PRICE

REGULAR PRICE WHAT HI'FI? 19
'WHATHIFI.COM
£19.05 £69.95 * Ak Ak £99.95 £ 95

connectivity make the
AM1 a great first amp. FREE

5 year Supercare only £9.99

PIONEER X-SMCT1 ki MONITOR AUDIO Al
MINI SYSTEM INC WHATHIFL.COM STCE,REOOA M ,&’L, FICE, R 00
SPEAKERS NON DAB Y ¥k
Packs great sound and AUGUST 2012 “It delivers large-scale dynamics with
connec%ivit intlcj> s a surprising degree of composure.
Iy Ik We’re impressed by its refinement too.”
slender dimensions. — What Hi-Fi.
5 year Supercare only
% TSP £399
10% of puchase price 5 year Supercare only £19.90
VIP CLU B PRICE Also available in white.
REGULAR PRICE 129 £
5149-95 £ .95 MARANTZ PM6005, CD6005 &
WHATHI'FI? PROJECT ESSENTIAL 2 Q ACOUSTICS CONCEPT 20
Iﬁ%%sé CUXCETIE  TURNTABLE % AMPL'F'ER, CD PLAYER &
GUARANTEED “Exceptionally well Tade GLOSS BLACK SPEAKERS (PA| R)
and refined sound. FREE “Superb sound quality on a budget for your analogue and digital
- What Hi-Fi. 5YEAR music,” commented What Hi-Fi of the PM6005, while they said of
5 year Supercare only £20.90 SPEAKER the CD6005, “A fantastic player and immense value for money.”

Available in a range of colours. GUARANTEE TSP £889.95 | 5 year

Supercare only 10% of
Marantz purchase prices

VIP EXCLUSIVE Q Acoustics Concept 20
HALF PRICE OFFER also available in white.
Buy this and get the Project
Phono Box MM/MC for £40 £ Amp and ‘CD.p\ayer also £ 95
available in silver. [ ]

Prices changing daily! Check in-store or online for bargains.

P-rem-ium 'h-l_ﬁ Separates & Systems When was the last time that music made your heart beat faster?

All of our stores stock premium audio — visit us to hear why
top-brand audio equipment is a must for music-lovers.

LOWEST
PRICE
GUARANTEED LOWEST
PRICE
GUARANTEED
ARCAM FMJ A19 AMPLIFIER
“It’s clear that its strength lies in its competence. Each musical
element is delivered with a remarkable
amount of composure and stability.”
— What Hi-Fi.
° 5 year Supercare only £64.90 £
Demonstration Rooms
Pop down to hear how top-notch kit MUSICAL FIDELITY M3s1 & M3SCD
h f 5 ic. fil OWEST AMPLIFIER & CD PLAYER
enhances your avourite music, fiims PRICE Experience the incredible M3si that offers deep and
and TV. Don’t forget our VIP Club GUARANTEED dynamic sound quality. A powerful option for hi-fidelity
fanatics.The M3SCD boasts class-leading components
members can book EXCLUSIVE! ARERERIETTO0 throu it s cacihs
ghout including an impressive built-in DAC so you
appointments from g_','ae:“;f;:f;:g::e"‘::;"‘) can enjoy great sounding digital music as well as CDs.
8 m 8 m M n Fr. 5 year Supercare only £109.90 each
a pm Mo I CAMBRIDGE STREAM MAGIC 6 V2 = Atselected stores
NETWORK MUSIC PLAYER Intarmes
X “The Stream Magic 6 V2 is as captivating as ever.”
Our VIP Club is completely — What Hi-Fi.

FREE for ALL customers.

Sign up in-store or online . 5 year Supercare only £69.95
in seconds with just an Joel, Manager, City store £ £
email address. 14th year of service .95 each



Welcome to richersounps

Face-to-face expert advice from our friendly teams.

Extensive ranges on display and in our fantastic

Exclusive “in-store only” and VIP Club member deals.

Enjoy low internet beating prices plus all this...

We’'ll happily install your equipment for you, or we've big

demonstration rooms. stocks for you to take home today.
1 11 : : 3_ Pop in-store to see our
Incredible mini system bargains & amazing hi-fi deals ull fantastic range.
DENON D39 & = TEAC ApHTO/ TS
WHARFEDALE DlAMOND 121 Featuring a separate CD player and

FREE

SYEAR
SPEAKER
GUARANTEE

FREE

5YEAR
SPEAKER
GUARANTEE

MINI SYSTEM & WALNUT SPEAKERS (PAIR) ettt

“Back, and better than ever.” said What Hi-Fi of the Denon DM39

SOUND AND ViSION
WHATHIFI.COM
*

mini system.

The Denon DM39 comes from a long line of award-winning mini
systems, and what better way to make the most of its charming
and dynamic sound than with the Diamond 121s, which What
Hi-Fi described as “brilliant performers”.

System TSP £338.95 | 5yr Supercare 10% of DM39 price

DMB39 also available in black

WHAT HI-F1?

SOUND AND VISION
'WHATHIFI.COM

" ok ok ok z
e 124905

B

LF1? a host of connections, including a

connection for a turntable, this TEAC is
the mini system with the maximum spec.
TSP £499.95

5 year Supercare only 10% of puchase price
Also available in sliver

VIP CLUB PRICE
REGULAR PRICE

@ 349 s £299.95

CAMBRIDGE MINX XI
STREAMING MINI SYSTEM

“It’s easy to use, well built
and sounds great.”

BXCLUSIVE] - What Hi-Fi.
Usually £599.95
5 year Supercare only £39.95
MARANTZ MCR610 MELODY MEDIA Also avalable i vinfe.
& MONITOR AUDIO BRONZE BX2 _—
STREAMING MINI SYSTEM & IatAe'E;rig f

BLACK SPEAKERS (PAIR)

“This is an excellent all-in-one system” said What Hi-Fi

of the MCR610, while of the BX2s they said, “Stupendously
good and give their price rivals much to worry about.”

TSP £699.95 | 5 year Supercare only 10% of Marantz purchase price
Monitor Audio Bronze BX2 also available in oak and walnut.

WHATHIFI.COM

SAVE
£1000
FREE

-F1? GUARANTEE
SOUND AND VISION

TANNOY PRECISION 6.4

SATIN WALNUT SPEAKERS (PAIR)
“Hugely listenable speakers,

with a stereo image to die for.”

— What Hi-Fi.

TSP £2199.95 REGULAR PRICE

£1499.95

VIP CLUB PRICE

119955

We’ll beat any genuine advertised price, voucher offer

or system deal, online & in-store, by up to £100!

All we ask is that products are brand new, boxed, in stock at time of purchase, and carry a comparable guarantee. Ask in-store for more details.

A brilliant hi-fi can instantly transform your room into a rock venue, jazz club or concert hall.
Why not visit one of our stores to hear how good your music could sound?

LOWEST
PRICE

GUARANTEED

WHAT HI-FI?
SOUND AND VISION
WHATHIFI.COM

% %k Kk ok

ROKSAN K3 8 K3 CD PLAYER & AMPLIFIER

Roksan’s brand new K3 components are sure to please

even the most discerning audiophile listener. Fully equipped
with Bluetooth for easy music streaming the K3 range offers
crisp and expansive sound quality, these stunning separates

deserve an audition.
5 year Supercare only £125 each

1250 ...,

WHAT HI‘FI?
SOUND AND VISION
'WHATHIFI.COM
%k ok ok
FREE
Chord Cadenza Interconnect
worth £249.95
(VIP exclusive offer)

FREE

SYEAR

SPEAKER

GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE!

CAMBRIDGE 851A, 851C & TANNOY 6.2
AMPLIFIER, CD PLAYER & SATIN WALNUT
SPEAKERS (PAIR)
“This refined and revealing pairing delivers a dynamic, clean
and engaging result with pretty much anything you care to play.”
- Hi-Fi Choice magazine (851A & 851C).
TSP £4098.90 | 5 year Supercare only 10% of amp & CD player purchase prices

Amplifier & CD player also available in silver.
Speakers also available in gloss walnut

Call for individual unit prices 29 99
£ 95

WE NOW STOCK, DEMO &
INSTALL THE FOLLOWING
PREMIUM BRANDS:

ARCAM audiolob audioquest.

@ Cambridge Audio 7<=
DALL T FOCAL

ronecer Pro-lect REL
SENNHEISER SHURE

SONY TANNUY YAMAHA



wended p,

richersounps -

A

BIGGEST BRANDS, BEST PRICES, EXPERT ADVICE! /s”f‘ccusRetanef ey

The UK’s biggest range
SONOS

NOW WITH FREE 2 YEAR GUARANTEE!

of streaming audio

What if your smartphone or
tablet could control music all
over your house? You could
enjoy access to your own music
library and streaming services
like Spotify for example.

gest Buy,
Which?

S, S
B seprer*

PLAY:1, PLAY:3 & PLAY:5
also available in white

Available to demo in all stores

With our range of wireless
speakers all this is possible
and more!

PLAY ANY SONG
IN ANY ROOM.

CONTROL YOUR MUSIC ANYWHERE.

The evolution of multi-room sound.

Call your local store
or see our website for
the latest prices on
streaming audio.

Also available
in white

90-day risk-free home trial

Available to demo in selected stores

TRADE IN AND SAVE UP TO £70

T&Cs apply. Ask in-store.

20% OFF YOUR SECOND
HEOS PURCHASE

LOWEST LOWEST

PRICE PRICE L:."

GUARANTEED GUARANTEED .

T € Bluetooth
MONITOR AUDIO
AIRSTREAM 5200 m
WIRELESS MUSIC
CAMBRIDGE GO SPEAKER

BLUETOOTH SPEAKER €3 Bluetooth’

“A stellar performance at a very

“Great price and streaming
features galore... a very

NAIM MU-SO
WIRELESS MUSIC SPEAKER

ft\t/(/é;](;t;vHe‘_pFril.ce. f?/?/l;:?lﬁi\_l’\/—_l[eless speaker. “Naim’s first entry into the wireless speaker _market, and it’s

5 year Supercare only £11.95 5 year Supercare an absolu_te belter... you won'’t be disappointed.”

Also available in white, 1 1 only £19.95 - What Hi-Fi. £

red and blue. ’ £ .95 Also available in white £ 095 5 year Supercare only £89.50

.

A small selection from our headphone range

LOWEST SONY MDR-EX650 LOWEST AKG Y50 LOWEST SENNHEISER LOWEST SENNHEISER

EEIEE HEADPHONES EEIEE HEADPHONES MOMENTUM M2 |eilld MOMENTUM
“From sound to fit, “Excelling in sound and HEADPHONES WIRELESS M2
the EX650s are style, the Y50s are a “With the sort of AEBT
everything a pair of cracking introduction depth you might not HEADPHONES

in-ears should be.”
— What Hi-Fi.

We’ll happily
install it for you!

In every store we have

at least two qualified
installers employed direct
by us on-site as a part of
our trusted in-store team.

to AKG'’s latest range.”
— What Hi-Fi.

CALL OR
SEE WEB

Ask us for a FREE, NO OBLIGATION consultation

and survey at your home or business today.*

*Free on-site survey up to 10 miles from the store, after which we may ask for a contribution towards the costs.

expect of an in-ear.”
- trustedreviews.com

Noise cancelling with
Sennheiser’s award-
winning sound quality.

£319.95

= No job too big or too small
From simple TV set-ups to a multi-room system or
dedicated home cinema, we can do it all. We’ll optimise your
settings to best suit both your roomand your preferences.

= Wires hidden

We’ll make sure everything is neat & tidy — cables can be

easily hidden in walls.

= Building work required?

By managing our specialist tradespeople, or yours if
required, we can arrange and organise everything.

= Unbeatable value

Highly competitive installation costs and product prices as
low as, if not lower than, the biggest internet retailers.

Makis, Installer, 1st year of service

“We can design and install bespoke solutions

at sensible, great value Richer Sounds prices!”

Pete, Darren, Tim, Richer Sounds Installers.

17 combined years of service!




FREE 5 YEAR GUARANTEE

NOW ON ALL TVs & PROJECTORS FOR OUR VIP CLUB MEMBERS

Our VIP Club is completely FREE for ALL customers and comprises a fantastic set of free privileges.

Sign up in-store or online in seconds with just an email address.

FREE installation, delivery & optimisation on all premium 4K TVs'

LOWEST
PRICE

GUARANTEED

FREE
5YEAR

GUARANTEE

BE=EHD

SONY BRAVIA KDL32W706B
32" SMART LED TV
“Impressing us across the board,
more than enough to bag five stars...”
— What Hi-Fi.

Also available 42"

LOWEST
PRICE

FREE
5YEAR

GUARANTEE

SONY BRAVIA KD49X8505B

49" 4K ULTRA HD SMART LED TV
“This has a cracking picture, excellent
detail and a good level of features.”

- richersounds.com customer review
Also available 55" & 65"

ED

FREE

S5YEAR

GUARANTEE

PANASONIC TX55AS802B
55" SMART 3D LED TV
Superior picture performance for
games and movies in stunning 3D.
TSP £1199

 Frecview | S]]

< freetime)
E=HD

LOWEST
PRICE

GUARANTEED

FREE
SYEAR
GUARANTEE

FREE

GUARANTEE

FREE
5YEAR

GUARANTEE

Freeview [ S]]

SAMSUNG UE75H6400
75" SMART 3D LED TV
Powerful Smart processing and
a monster-sized screen to make
the most of it.

TSP £2699 | Also available 48" & 55"

2499

Pop in for a demo & expert advice on projectors

Sharing your passion for movies

No matter which projector you choose,
a white wall simply won't show off the best
it's capable of. That's why we offer

a huge range of different screens
and have in-store experts who
will help you find which is
exactly right for your needs.

Chris, Deputy Manager,
Leeds store, 10th year of service

LOWEST
PRICE

GUARANTEED

FREE
5YEAR

GUARANTEE

1080p 42
EPSON EHTW7200
3D PROJECTOR

“Exciting, immersive and effortless."
— What Hi-Fi. £

FREE
5YEAR

GUARANTEE

1080p£3

469

BENQ W1070 3D PROJECTOR
“Pictures from the BenQ W1070...

comfortably surpassed our expectations.”

- trustedreviews.com.

TSP £599.95

LOWEST
PRICE

GUARANTEED

FREE
5YEAR

GUARANTEE

1080p 42

With FREE
Playstation 4

worth £349 while
stocks last.

SONY VPLHW55
SXRD 3D PROJECTOR

“Nothing short of stunning.”
- What Hi-Fi.

27199

SAMSUNG UE48H6400
48" SMART 3D LED TV

“Punchy, subtle and exciting, this
Samsung Smart TV is fantastic at the
price making it one the outstanding
deals of the year.”

— What Hi-Fi.
Also available 32", 40" & 55"

E=HD

CALL OR
SEE WEB

SAMSUNG UE55HU7500
55" 4K ULTRA HD SMART
3DLED TV

“Top marks for another outstanding
all-rounder from Samsung... The picture
has plenty of detail and a real sense of
depth. Its picture looks great across all
resolutions and it has plenty of good
features. If you're looking to get a 4K TV
right now, look no further.”

— What Hi-Fi.
Also available 65", 75" & 85"

CALL OR
SEE WEB

[ Feecview [2]m)

fre(% HD

LOWEST
PRICE

GUARANTEED

FREE
5YEAR

GUARANTEE

<(freetime)

EHD

PANASONIC TX55AX902B
55" 4K ULTRA HD SMART 3D LED TV

No other LED television comes

closer to emulating plasma’s alluring
Our extensive range will suit

image quality.” — hdtvtest.co.uk.
Also available 65" & 85"

all tastes and budgets.
FREE
5YEAR FuLL
GUARANTEE 1080pl’;|Dl

BENQ W1400 3D PROJECTOR
Big-screen entertainment for

a great price." — What Hi-Fi.

TSP £1099.95

LOWEST
PRICE

GUARANTEED

FREE
5YEAR

GUARANTEE

With £300 of Richer
Sounds vouchers.

SONY VPLVW300ES
AK ULTRA HD SXRD
3D PROJECTOR

“It blew our socks off."
— trustedreviews.com.

+Free tabletop installation, delivery and optimisation available within a 10 mile radius (5 miles in London) after which we may ask for a contribution towards the costs, when you buy selected 4K TVs at one of our stores.
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BIGGEST BRANDS, BEST PRICES, EXPERT ADVICE! ol gl

Unbeatable prices on Home Cinema Amplifiers Lots more in-store

and online.
LOWEST
GUARANTEED

—_— —_—

DODoLey] - Inté:net | | Inté:net
TRy & dtsso RADIO REGULAR PRICE A RADIO

YAMAHA RXV377 ONKYO TXNR535 £ z I 9095 PIONEER VSX924

HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIER HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIER HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIER

VIP CLUB PRICE

“Superb surround sound on a budget.” CALL OR All the features you need, plus “Packed with features, and great value

- What Hi-Fi. Onkyo’s legendary sound quality. 21 9 for money.” — Hi-Fi Choice magazine. z 99

5 year Supercare only 10% of purchase price TSP £349.95 | 5 year Supercare only TSP £399.95 | 5 year Supercare only £29.95

Also RXV477 only £229 SE E WEB 10% of purchase price £ .95 £ .95

LOWEST

PRICE SONY STRDN1050 &

e TANNOY HTS101

WAL ET HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIER
dokokokok & 5.1SPEAKER PACKAGE
“A dynamic, spacious and above all
effortless listen.” — What Hi-Fi on the HTS101.
“A seriously good amp that balances muscle
_ and subtlety with stacks of features.”
[al Hfmg - What Hi-Fi on the STRDN1050.
AlrPlay TSP £798 | 5 year Supercare only £69.90

YAMAHA RXV677 Call for individual unit prices

HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIER

“An endlessly entertaining receiver CALL OR

that’s full of character.”

oy g SEE WEB lal £
5 year Supercare only 10% of purchase price AirPlay

LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED

Prices changing daily! Many are even cheaper in-store and on our website.
We’ll beat any genuine advertised price, voucher offer or system deal, online & in-store, by up to £100!

All we ask is that products are brand new, boxed, in stock at time of purchase, and carry a comparable guarantee.

Premium AV se‘pa‘rates and systems We can help you build your

perfect system.
ED 401
400

PIONEER SCLX58 AV RECEIVER

“Superbly detailed and dynamic sound combined

with all the features you need make this a natural
winner.” - What Hi-Fi
TSP £1399 | 5 year Supercare only £119.90 £

With FREE
LOWEST Apple iPad
PRICE A worth £320 while
GUARANTEED stocks last.

PE—— YAMAHA RXA3040, BDS677 & KEF Q SERIES 5.1
AV RECEIVER, SMART 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER & 5.1 SPEAKER PACKAGE

Bring blockbuster sound to your home with this
PIONEER BDPLX88 SMART 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER incredible package. “A deeply satisfying experience.”
Experience a true heavyweight that’ll — avforums.com on the RXA3040.
bring your films, games and TV to life. TSP £3899.95 £ 9
5 year Supercare only £129.95 £ .95 5 year Supercare only £349.95 [ ] 5



richersounps

VIPCLUB

FREE for ALL customers to join and

comprises a fantastic set of free privileges...

SIGN UP IN-STORE OR ONLINE IN SECONDS
WITH JUST AN EMAIL ADDRESS.

Free 5 Year Guarantee
On all TVs & Projectors

We’re Open For You, 8am - 8pm

VIP Club members can book demos/shop by appointment between these times, Mon - Fri.

Special VIP-Only Discounts

..in our catalogue, on our website, in-store and in our emails,

plus an extra 10% off all marked Clearance prices.

The UK’s lowest prices on AV separates

LOWEST LOWEST
PRICE PRICE
GUARANTEED GUARANTEED
PANASONIC DMPBDT260 SONY BDPS7200

SMART 4K 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER

“Serves up a classy picture

and stunning sound.”

— What Hi-Fi.

5 year Supercare only 10% of purchase price

SMART 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER
“The BDT260 is an impressive new

entry that flies the flag for great

picture quality.” — What Hi-Fi.

5 year Supercare only 10% of purchase price

CALL OR
SEE WEB

CALL OR
SEE WEB

* ko kk GUARANTEED

WHARFEDALE DX1 EXCLUSIVE!
5.1 SPEAKER PACKAGE CAMBRIDGE TV 2
“A neat blend of traditional design SOUND BASE

and stylishly compact dimensions,
for the money these stylish speakers
get an awful lot right”

- What Hi-Fi.

TSP £349.95 | 5 year
Supercare only 10%
of purchase price

“The TV2 is an affordable product that ticks
all the criteria of a good TV sound-booster:
a full-bodied, detailed sound, smart style,
and practical build”

- What Hi-Fi.
5yr Supercare only £19.95

VIP CLUB PRICE
REGULAR PRICE

:329.. :299,; 199

LowesT WHATHIFIZ % it
GUARANTEED

CANTON DM 50

SOUND BASE
Q ACOUSTICS Q70001 “The Canton DM 50 is a lesson

5.1 SPEAKER PACKAGE
“The Q7000i is a stunning

package at this price.”

- What Hi-Fi.

5 year Supercare only £89.95

in what a sound base should
sound and look like.”

- What Hi-Fi.

TSP £399

5 year Supercare only £34.90

899 349

We've got loads more bargains in-store and online.

PANASONIC DMPBDT700
SMART 4K 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER
“A premium Blu-ray player for a premium

home cinema system.”
— What Hi-Fi.
TSP £449 | 5 year Supercare only £39.90

399

LOWEST
PRICE

GUARANTEED

€3 Bluetooth’

YAMAHA YSP2500
SOUNDBAR

“This is an amazingly talented soundbar
delivering captivating sound.”

— What Hi-Fi.

5 year Supercare only 10% of purchase price

CALL OR
SEE WEB

WHAT HI-FI?
SOUND AND VISION
WHATHIF1.COM

LOWEST
PRICE

GUARANTEED

DALI KUBIK ONE
SOUNDBAR

“Design and features impress

us, and we love how it
€) Bluetooth’ £, 99

sounds.” - What Hi-Fi.

5 year Supercare
only £79.90

In-store

Enjoy specialist advice, demo
rooms, install services and
take your bargains home today!

By Phone

Call us on 0333 900 0093. Lines are open
9am-6pm Mon-Fri, 10-5 Sat & 12-4 Sun for the
UK's sharpest prices and next day delivery.

!

3 GREAT WAYS TO BUY

Online

Browse our extensive selection
at www.richersounds.com with
the best prices online — guaranteed!

London Demonstration rooms and on-site installers in every one of our 53 stores! [ dee o ePer fres
°® Bath Cardiff Guildford NEW London Kingston Milton Keynes Prestwich Stockport
: .’. 0333 900 0088 0333 900 0029 0333 900 0050 LOCATION - 0333 900 0040 0333 900 0054 0333 900 0042 0333 900 0022
) Belfast Cheltenham Hanley London Bridge London Southgate Newcastle Reading Tunbridge Wells
o ° 0333 900 0070 0333 900 0057 0333 900 0060 0333 900 0021 0333 900 0085 0333 900 0032 0333 900 0044 0333 900 0082
. Birmingham Chester Hull London Bromley Swiss Cottage Norwich Reigate Watford
Y ] 0333 900 0023 0333 900 0063 0333 900 0059 0333 900 0051 0333 900 0031 0333 900 0046 0333 900 0081 0333 900 0037
o Bournemouth Eton Leeds London Chelsea London West End Nottingham Romford Weybridge
:‘ ° 0333 900 0058 0333 900 0087 0333 900 0025 0333 900 0027 0333 900 0028 0333 900 0035 0333 900 0041 0333 900 0083
¢ o ® ® Brighton Edinburgh Leicester London Chiswick  Manchester Oxford Sheffield York
® 0333 900 0039 0333 900 0026 0333 900 0043 0333 900 0055 0333 900 0086 0333 900 0052 0333 900 0034 0333 900 0084
o o 0.. Bristol Exeter Lichfield London City Maidstone Plymouth Solihull Customer Service
® o 0% 0333 900 0024 0333 900 0061 0833 900 0089 0333 900 0045 0833 900 0062 0333 900 0047 0333 900 0090 0333 900 0095
o o P Cambridge Glasgow Liverpool London Croydon Middlesbrough Preston Southampton
° 0333 900 0053 0333 900 0038 0333 900 0030 0333 900 0033 0333 900 0096 0333 900 0080 0333 900 0036

Simply cut out & present this voucher at your

local store to claim any or all the offers.

Expires 11.04.15. This voucher is non transferable. Only 1 voucher per customer/transaction.
Not exchangeable for cash. Defaced, torn or photocopied vouchers will not be accepted.
First come, first served basis. Not valid in conjunction with any other offer/promotion.

Hi-fi speaker offer applies to passive speakers only. Excludes Sonos & Monitor Audio.

£10 OFF

WHEN YOU SPEND OVER £100

£50 OFF

ANY HI-FI SPEAKERS (PAIR)
OVER £200

www.richersounps.com

03 NUMBERS ARE NOT PREMIUM RATE NUMBERS! 03 numbers connect you directly to the store you call and are charged at the same rate as you are charged for
numbers starting 01 and 02. 03 numbers are included in all bundle rates for mobile phones and landlines.

£100 OFF

ANY HOME CINEMA OR HI-FI
INSTALLATION OVER £1500

Some of these offers are exclusive to What Hi-Fi readers. Please quote this ad when calling.
While stocks last. Available from 08.03.2015 - 11.04.2015
All trademarks are acknowledged. E&OE. All featured products strictly 1 per customer/household. Some offers may be for in-store callers only. All stock is
brand new in sealed containers and fully guaranteed for one year unless clearly stated otherwise. 1000s MORE BARGAINS IN-STORE! TSP = Typical Seliing Price [TSPs
are based on information supplied by What Hi-Fi, manufacturers, Hi-Fi Choice, Home Cinema Choice, T3 & What Video. Further information available on request] *Our
VIP club is completely FREE for ALL customers. Sign up in-store or online in seconds with just an email address.
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Transport
Theshortlist
Marantz CD6005

Awards 2014: Best CD Player up to £500

Product

Up to £500
Cambridge Audio Azur 351C
Cambridge Audio Azur 651C
Marantz CD6004
Marantz CD6005
Sansui CDD-201V

£500-£1000
Audiolab 8200CD
Audiolab 8200CDQ
NAD C 546BEE
Cyrus CDTransport
Cyrus CD6 SE2
Naim CD5si
Pioneer PD-50
RegaApollo-R
Roksan Kandy K2
Yamaha CD-52000

£1000 and above
Audio Research CD6
Burmester 069
Cambridge Audio Azur851C
Copland CDA825
Cyrus CD 8 SE2
Cyrus CDi
EsotericK-05
Leema Antila IIS Eco
Musical Fidelity M6CD
Naim CD5XS
Naim CD555/555PS
Naim CDX2
Parasound Halo CD1
Primare CD32
Roksan Caspian M2 CD
T+AMP 3000 HV
Yamaha CD-53000

300
450
300
350
200

800
950
500
750
700

500
550
900
979

8050
35840
1200
4298
1200
1050
7495
2995
2100
1950
18345
3640
5000
2200
1695
7900
3500

Tested

11.12/FT
03.12/FT
01.12/ST
10.13/FT
10.12/FT

03.14/GT
09.11/FT
10.12/FT
01.12/ST
06.12/ST
10.14/GT
09.13/FT
06.12/ST
06.12/ST
03.09/GT

08.14/FT
11.13/FT
Aw.12/FT
05.13/FT
09.12/FT
03.14/GT
01.14/FT
09.11/FT
08.13/FT
Aw.09/FT
10.09/FT
02.10/FT
07.13/FT
04.11/FT
Aw.10/FT
12.13/FT
10.14/GT

CDplayers

Has both a CD mechanism and digital-to-analogue conversion tech
Needs an outboard DAC but can deliver a higher standard of sound

Verdict

Awards 2014: Best CD Player £500-£1500

Cyrus CDi

Aworthyrival to the Award-winning Marantz CD6004
Aspacious sounding disc spinner

Best CD player up to £500, Awards 2012

Best CD player up to £500, Awards 2014

Sensibly priced, but not quite an all-rounder

BestCD player £500-£1000, Awards 2012

Improves on the sky-high performance of the 8200CD

Talented but struggles against the more enjoyable budget Marantz
Animpressive and affordable CD transport

Subtly upgraded, with worthwhile results

Best CD player £500-£1500, Awards 2013

Worth considering but this SACD player doesn’t quite engage
Admirable, but lacks some cohesion

Big and powerful, with an entertaining sound

Abeautiful object that’s involving to listen to

In the market for a top-class CD player? This could be the one

Quite possibly the best CD player money can buy

Impressive sonic presentation but a touch too clinical for our tastes
Ahugely capable playerwith stunning sound quality

Best CD player £1000-£1500, Awards 2012

Best CD player £500-£1500, Awards 2014. Product of the Year
Agreat place to start... ifyou’re looking for your final disc-player
The already good Antila goes up another levelin performance

Its powerful, yet refined sound will appeal to many, a fine performer
It’s an excellent CD player, but faces stiff competition

The CD555/555PS has a hefty price tag, but a classy performance
The tweaked CDX2 remains a fine proposition

Not cheap butit’s a fine CD player with an idiosyncratic design

It’s massively detailed, but not as engaging as we’d like

Best CD player £1500+ Awards 2014

Aclassy multi-source player that delivers high-quality sound

An understated player that lets the music take centre stage

Roksan Caspian M2 CD
Awards 2014: Best CD Player £1500+

Integrated

Transport

Co-axial out
Optical out
XLRout

-

RCAout

Headphone out
Co-axialin
Opticalin

o

AES/EBUIn
USBin

=3

=3

“There’s no denying that the Primare CD32 is a polished performer, particularly

Finishes
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with CDs. If an information-over-entertainment balance appeals, give it a listen”

April 2011

100 wwwwhathifi.com

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

9x43x31

9x43x31

11x44x34

11x44x34

7x43x28

8x44x30

8x44x30

9x44x31

8x22x36

8x22x36

7x43x30

13x44x33

9x22x32

10x43x38

14x44x44

13x48x31

16x45x34

12x43x34

10x43x39

8x22x36

7x22x36

13x45x36

11x44x31

13x44x39

7x43x30

11x43x31

9x43x31

11x44x35

11x43x38

8x43x33

11x43x35

14x44x44

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com



Audio Visual experts

STUNNING NEW ARCAMSTREAMER

Arcam CDS27 WE ARE PROUD TO INTRODUCE THE
INCREDIBLE NEW ARCAM CDS27 COMBINING
A TRADITIONAL CD PLAYER WITH CUTTING
EDGE STREAMING TECHNOLOGY.

ONLY £800.00
CALL FOR PACKAGE OPTIONS

WHY NOT PARTNER WITH ONE OF THESE SUPERB ARCAM AMPS

Arcam A19 Arcam A39

ONLY £649.00 @ ONLY £1,500.00 @
CALL FOR PACKAGE OPTIONS CALL FOR PACKAGE OPTIONS

ARCAM NEW SOUND BAR & SUB FOCAL ARIA 906 SPECIAL OFFER

ARCAM
Solo Sound Bar ARCAM Subwoofer Walnut Gloss Black

ONLY £800.00 ONLY £500.00 CALL FOR PRICE CALL FOR PRICE




Ourrecommendations

Product

Upto £500
Arcam airDAC
Arcam irDAC
Arcam irDAC Wireless
Arcam miniBlink
Arcam rPAC
Audioengine D1
Audioquest DragonFly
Audioquest DragonFlyv1.2
Belkin Song Stream BTHD
Camb. Audio DacMagic 100
Camb. Audio DacMagic Plus
Camb. Audio DacMagicXS
Crystal Acoustics BluDAC
Denon DA-300USB
Furutech ADLGT 40

DACs

Digital-to-analogue converters take a digital data stream from their source (such as a computer
or CD transport) and turns it into an analogue signal that your amplifier can work with. These devices
have become more popular in recent years due to the emergence of computer-based audio

400
400
380
90

150
150
215
130
50

200
350
100
60

330
400

Focal Universal Wireless Receiv. 85

HRT microStreamer

LH Labs Geek Out
Meridian Director
Meridian Explorer DAC
Micromega MyDAC
Musical Fidelity V-90 DAC
NAD D 1050

Pro-Ject DACBox DS

£500-£1000
Audiolab M-DAC
Cambridge Audio Azur 851D
Chord Chordette QuteHD
Chord Electronics Qute Ex
Rega DAC
Musical Fidelity M1 SDAC
Parasound Zdac
RotelRDD-1580
Sony PHA-3AC
Sony UDA-1

£1000 and above

Aesthetix Romulus

Antelope Zodiac Gold/Voltikus

Audio Research DAC8
Arcam FM) D33
Benchmark DACHGC
Bricasti Design M1 DAC
Bryston BDA-1 DAC
Burmester113

Chord QBD76 HDSD
Chord Hugo

dCS Debussy

Mclntosh D100
Musical Fidelity M6 DAC
NAD M51

Naim DAC

102 wwwwhathifi.com

180
200
450
250
260
200
400
299

600
1000
990
990
500
800
500
600
720
500

6500
3100
4698
2000
1750
7000
2350
2300
4995
1400
7930
3000
2000
1500
2150

Tested

06.14/GT
11.13/FT
09.12/GT
05.14/GT
04.13/ST
05.12/FT
07.13/GT
02.14/GT
05.14/GT
06.12/FT
07.13/GT
02.14/GT
05.14/GT
06.14/GT
06.11/FT
05.14/GT
07.13/GT
09.14/FT
11.13/GT
07.13/GT
04.13/ST
12.13/FT
06.14/GT
07.13/GT

08.13/GT
07.14/GT
07.13/GT
Aw.14/FT
07.13/GT
08.13/FT
11.13/GT
05.14/FT
02.15/FT
01.14/FT

06.14/GT
07.13/GT
07.13/GT
07.13/GT
11.14/FT
03.14/FT
06.11/FT
07.13/GT
07.13/GT
03.15/GT
07.13/GT
06.13/GT
07.13/GT
07.13/GT
07.13/GT

Verdict

Not as good as the irDACbut delivers good sound on a budget

Best DAC£300-£500, Awards 2014

No longer the default choice at the money, still very much a contender
Best Bluetooth receiver, Awards 2014. Accesories Product of the Year
More desirable alternatives, but the rPACstill has plenty of merit
ADACand headphone amp with afine sound

Best DACup to £300, Awards 2012

Best DAC up to £300, Awards 2014. Product of the Year

Asolid performer for the price

An affordable, fine looking and listenable DAC

Better sound and features than the original - but pricey

Drops down a star but still a delightful little device

Doesn’t quite have the finesse of others but this is still a real entertainer
Soft bass detracts from what is otherwise a great first DAC from Denon
Cables &Accessories, Awards 2011

Averytalented performer that comes with a few quirks

Best DACup to £300, Awards 2013

Aclever little device that’s a solid performer

Packs a sonic punch but lacks the swagger found in others

The Explorer’s design and assured sonic performance makes it a top contender
Ifyou like your music to have an attacking edge, then this DAC’s foryou
Awell-featured DACthat’s a little too relaxed in its sound

For those looking for a desktop DAC, the NAD D 1050 is a brilliant box of tricks
Asolid performer but doesn’t excelin anyarea

Best DAC £500-£700, Awards 2014

Afine DAG, even ifit can’t scale the heights of the class leaders

Best DAC£700-£1000, Awards 2013

Best DAC£700-£1000, Awards 2014

Beefy build; natural, unforced, dynamicand detailed sound

Animpressive spec list but performance is trumped by cheaper rivals
TheZdacproduces a lively, likable sound

Plenty to be impressed with, but the poor quality of its USB input holds it back
Afine performerwith plenty of strengths but more than a few weaknesses

Not the most musically exciting DAC, but an excellent choice for desktop users

Afine performer that draws in the listener with a smooth and elegant sound
Unique and appealing, it just misses out on a fifth star

Pricey, but as organic-sounding asyou can get

Awell-equipped DAC, but not the best in class

Ahugely capable DACbut there are cheaper contenders out there

An understated but deeply talented performer. Thoroughly impressive
Agreat sounding DACwith appealing build quality

Smalland unassuming but packs a seriously exciting sound
Atop-class, visually appealing DACthat delivers brilliant sound

Best DAC£1000+, Awards 2014

Worth every penny of its asking price

Asolid and entertainer performer. Well featured, too

Amighty performer but its price and competition rob it of a fifth star
Best DAC£1200+, Awards 2012

Flexible, fine sounding and future-proof. The Naim is some DAC

USBin

1

1

Opticalin

1

1

Co-axialin

1

1

AESEBUin
HDMIin

o

0

1

2 3 30

o

Wireless

Headphone out

RCAout

Balanced XLR out

o

I N N N

-

-

=3

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

4x19x12
4x12x19
4x16x11
2.5x3x4
3x10x6
3x9x10
6x2x1
6x2x1
n/a
5x11x13
5x22x19
5x3x1
6.5x7.5x2
6x17x18
6x15x11
nfa
1x3x6
1.3x3.5x6.7
3x14x8
2x3x10
2x3x10
5x17x10
19x6x21

7x10x14

6x25x25
12x43x36
7x16x4
7x16x4
8x22x27
10x22x31
5x22x26
5.5x43x32
7x8x14

3x18x14

11x46x45
11x17x19
13x48x25
11x43x37
5x20x21
6x43x30
4x48x29
6x20x17
6x34x15
2x13x10
7x45x39
10x45x41
13x44x39
8x44x30

7x43x30
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Product £ Tested Verdict ‘2 g‘ g Q é § £ § ::'; g £ 0

Naim DACV1 1250 07.14/GT [T I T T T BestDAC£1000+,Awards 2013 12300 111 9%1x32 m

Oppo HA-1 1200 03.15/GT LTI 11 Worthanauditionbutneeds todeliver more energy to compete with the best 21110 11 1 82533 —

T+ADAC8 1250 09.13/FT [TTTTT1 Beautifullyengineered with a great sound to boot 11 410 11 1 97 4

5
Turntables =
Turntable The main part of the player that actually spins the record Lo p
Tonearm The component that carries the cartridge across the record surface a
Cartridge Turns the information in the record groove into sound 79
® <
Product £ Tested Verdict E R % é é E 3 2 é EE
Upto£1000

Audio Technica AT-LP1240USB 500 10.14/GT [T | Acompetentturntable than could do with more subtlety sound-wise e o o o o o o 1 16x45x35

Pro-Ject Elemental 150 04.14/FT [TTTTT] Atop-classbudgetdeckfrom Pro-Ject e o . e o 3 9330

Pro-Ject Essential Il 210 Aw.13/FT LITTTTT1 Bestturntableupto£400, Awards 2014 o o - - 3 14x46x36

Pro-Ject 1 Xpression Carbon UKX 575 01.15/FT [T T Aterrific package for the price and worth serious consideration e o - e o 1 13234

Pro-Ject 2 Xperience 2-Pack 900 12.14/GT LTI | Aneye-catching turntable with a robust sound. Avery fine effort o o . e o 1 13x46x36

Pro-Ject 2-Xperience Basic + 600 Aw.11/FT [TTTTT] Fuss-free package withastrikingly clear sound e o . o o 1 14x46x36

Pro-Ject Debut Carbon 300 10.14/GT LITTTIT]1 ItsbeenafewyearsbuttheCarbonis stillatempting proposition e o o - e o 7 124232

Rega RP1 225 Aw.10/FT [LTTTT1 Bestturntableupto£400,Awards 2011 e o - P 3 12x45x36

Rega RP1 Performance Pack 300 10.14/GT [TTTTT1 Ablindinglygood turntable forthe price e o - e o 4 12x45x36

Rega RP3/Elys2 550 10.14/GT [TITTTT1 Bestturntable £400-£800, Awards 2014. Product of the Year o o - o o 3 10x45x36

£1000 and above

Clearaudio Concept 1000 12.14/FT [T TT 11 Bestturntable £800+,Awards 2014 e o e o o o o o 1 14x42x35

Clearaudio Ovation/Tali. V2 Gold 5995 04.14/FT [TTTTT] Beautifullymadeanda pleasure to use. Afantastic performer e o o o o o o 4 14x42035

Clearaudio Performance SE 2660 08.12/FT [TTTTT1 Qualityengineeringand top-class sound e o - o o 2 1314233

Kronos Turntable 30000 07.14/FT LT 1 | Notperfect, butan incredibly tempting piece of kit nonetheless e o - 1 28x56x36

Kuzma Stabi S/Stogi S 2940 04.10/FT [ITTTTT1 Aworthyalternative tothe Michell Orbe e o - . 1 14x40x30

Linn MajikLP12 2350 03.09/FT [TTTTT] ThelP12offers greatvalue for moneywith no compromise e o . e o 5 14x45x36

Michell Gyro. SE/TecnoArmA 1478 09.08/FT [TTTTT1 Packsasublimepunch-it makes listeninga pleasure o o - 1 19x41x53

Michell Orbe SE/Tecnoarm A 2675 01.09/FT [LTTTT1 Dontbuyanythingwithouthearing this deck first o o - 2 26x64x53

Origin Live Calypso package 2440 12.11/FT LTI 11 | Impressive package, but lacks some attention to detail e o o o o o 1 14x45x38

Pro-Ject 2 Xperience X-Pack 1000 08.10/GT [T | Precision and integration to keep it among the top players e o o o e o 1 14x46x39

P’Ject Xten./Ortof. RS-309D 4000 07.09/FT [TII0 1 | Proves Pro-ject can compete atall price levels e o o o o . 4 25x55x45

Rega RP8/Apheta 2200 12.14/GT [TTTT T Aspectacularturntable from Rega o o o o o o 1 12x45x36

Rega RP6/Exact 1000 12.14/GT [TTTTT1 Deceptivelysimple looking, this Rega is one of the very best at this price e o o o o o 8 12x45x36

Roksan Radius 5.2 1375 Aw.09/FT [TTTTT1 Bestturntable £1200+, Awards 2010. Superb performance e o - . 8 15x45x37

Thorens TD160HD/TP250 1560 10.08/GT [T T TTT1 Oneofthebestatthisprice o o - . 1 18x43x34

ThorensTD309 1250 06.10/FT LTI 11 1 TheTD309isagood deck, butit’snoTD160HD on the cheap e o o o o o 2 13x47x43

Townshend Rock 7 1500 09.09/FT [T Itsgotits quirks, butit’s greatvalue for the money o o . 1 15x40x34
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DAB Digital radio signal that now offers coverage across most of the UK
Internet Allows you to listen to thousands of radio stations from around the world

Ourrecommendations

Product £ Tested Verdict
Upto£100
Aves Air 50 09.13/GT [TTTT1 ! Aneat,lightweightradiothat’s fine for listening on the go
Pure Digital Elan I 99 01.10/GT [T ITIT1 Classyandnatural-anotherjoyfrom Pure
Pure Digital Move 2500 90 11.11/FT LTI 11 | Agreatperformerintherightcircumstances
Pure Digital Move 400D 90 11.12/GT [T 1 I Perfectforon-the-go casual listening, but notas your main home radio
Pure Digital One Classicll 65 Aw.11/FT [TTTTT1 Anupgradeofan established favourite
Pure Evoke D2 85 09.13/GT [TTTTT] BestRadioupto£fioo,Awards2014
Q2 Internet radio 90 03.11/FT [T T No-frills wi-fi radio that sounds great for its size
Roberts Duologic 75 01.10/GT [TTT11 | Userfriendlyand sleek - with great sound
£100 and above
Geneva World Radio DAB+ 270 09.13/GT [T I T 11 BestRadio£200+,Awards 2013
Philips Original Radio Mini 110 09.13/GT [TITTT] Terrificsound and features makes this radio an appealing buy
Pure Evoke D4 with Bluetooth 150 08.14/FT [ITIT11 | Adecentradiothatdoesn’tsound as good as some of its stablemates
Pure Digital Evoke Flow 150 05.10/GT [T ITTIT1 Internetand DAB-capable radiothat’s a delight to use and listen to
Pure Digital Evoke-1S Marshall 120 01.11/FT [TTTTT1 Aquirkyandappealingstyle classic
Pure Evoke F4 180 Aw.13/FT [T T T T BestRadio£100-£200,Awards 2013
Pure Digital One Flow 100 11.12/GT [TTTTT1 BestinternetRadioupto £150,Awards 2012
Pure Digital Sensia 250 01.10/FT [T 11 Plentytooffer:addtoyourshortlist of portable internet radios
Revo AXiS XS 200 11.12/GT [T I 11 BestinternetRadio£150+,Awards 2012
Revo AXiS X3 200 01.14/FT [T TIT1 Greatradioandanice little streamer
Revo Pixis 100 09.13/GT LTI | Adecentratherthanground-breaking effort from Revo. Worth an audition
Revo SuperConnect 250 09.14/FT [TTTTT1 BestRadio£f200+,Awards 2014
Roberts Revival iStream 2 200 12.14/GT [T I T Aretroradiowith greatlooks and sound
Roberts Stream 83i 150 05.10/GT [IIII1 | Goodinmostareas, butthe 83i needs a more balanced sound
Roberts Stream 93i 150 11.14/FT [T T TT 11 BestRadio£100-£200, Awards 2014. Product of the Year
Ruark Audio R1 Mkl 160 11.12/GT [TTTTT1 BestDAB/FM radio, Awards 2012
Tivoli Albergo+ 200 02.14/FT LITTT 111 Ontheexpensiveside, butaneatunitnonetheless
Tivoli Model 10+ 160 09.13/GT [T | Agoodtable-top offering atan affordable price
View Quest Retro 1 100 12.11/GT [TTTTT1 Aneat,talented portable radio that deserves an audition

Hi-fispeakers

Standmounters Usually smaller speakers that need to be put on a stand, not bookshelves
Floorstanders Larger speakers that tend to go louder and deeper than standmounters
Powered Have built-in amplifiers and need mains power to work

Product 3 Tested Verdict

Upto £200

Acoustic Energy Compact 1 150 10.11/FT LTI 1 1 Stylishlooks meetgrown-up performance

Audioengine P4 183 02.10/FT [ITII1 1 Smallinsize, hugeinsound: a must-audition pair

Cambridge Audio Aero 2 150 03.15/ST LTI 1 | Good scale and authority make fora competitive pair of speakers

Cambridge Audio SX-50 130 04.14/ST CITITT1 | Fullofzipand gusto, the SX-50s are excellentvalue for money

Mission MX1 150 06.11/GT [TTTTT1 Beststereospeakersupto£150,Awards 2010.A real return to form from Mission

Monitor Audio MR2 160 03.15/ST LI 1 | Averygoodattemptata budget hi-fi speaker

PolkAudio TSx110B 100 03.15/FT LTI 1 | They're not perfect but these budget speakers are a pleasant surprise

QAcoustics 2010i 120 07.12/GT [TTTTT1 Setthestandardatthis price and size level

QAcoustics 2020i 150 03.15/ST [TTTT T Beststereospeakersupto£200,Awards 2013

Roth Oli RA1 100 12.14/FT [TITTIT1 Ifspaceisatapremiumandyourbudgetislow, then these are an excellent fit

SoundScience Frankenspiel FS-1 130 07.12/ST [T T T BestBudgetdesktop speakers,Awards 2011

SoundScience QSB 85 04.11/FT [TTTTT1 Compact,cleverandwitha bigdetailed sound

DAB
M
MW

Standmount

Floorstander

Internet

Powered

Battery

Finishes

~

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

10x6x2

16x28x9

10x6x1.5

8.5x15x2.7

15x21x7

15x21x7

10x10x10

15x25x83

17x30x7

25x12x12

18x22x12

18x21x11

17x22x12

18x21x11

15x21x8

17x28x18

12.5x22x15

12.5x22x15

13x16x16

18x27x12

16x26x13

21x25x13

21x24x13

18x13x14

11x19x11

20x12x12

16x28x9

Dimensions
(hwd,cm)

22x15x20

23x14x17

37x20x31

23x16x24

28x17x26

35x19x25

28x18x23

23x20x15

26x17x28

23x15x15

9x9x9

85x85x85
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Product £ Tested Verdict § u—co_’ § £ & =
£200-£500

Acoustic Energy Neo One V2 210 08.11/GT [IIT0 1 | Realabilityin mostareas butthey don’t quite gel - 2 36x18x23
Acoustic Energy 301 425 06.13/GT [TTTTT1 Verygoodspeakers forthe money, definitely worthy of consideration . 2 30x19x25
Audioengine A5+ 290 07.12/GT [T I 11 Bigger, betterand more flexible than the originals . 3 27x18x20
Audio ProAddon T8 250 06.14/ST [TII 01 | Punchyandenergetic, these beautifully built speakers aren’t perfect but they are enjoyable . e 2 16x10x14
Bose Companion 20 200 05.13/GT [TII0 1 1 Solid, reliable speakers for buyers on a tight budget o 1 220x12
Bose Computer MusicMonitor 250 09.13/GT LTI 1 | Enjoyable sound fora speaker this small . 2 112
Boston Acoustics A-26 260 01.12/ST [ITTTTT1 Abeautifullyaccomplished standmounter . 2 3327
B&W 685 400 06.13/GT [CITTT 01 | GreatAward-winning speakers from B&W. just edged out by newerrivals . 4 34x20x33
B&W MM-1 399 07.12/GT [T 1 1 Stillgood, butthere’s betteravailable e 1 17x10x10
Cambridge Audio Aeromax 2 450 12.14/FT LTI 11 ! Afinepairofstand-mounters, howevera little honing wouldn’t go amiss - 2 372003
Cambridge Audio SX-60 200 09.13/FT CIITTT | Impressive speakers but they could do with more refinement . 2 34x0x27
Dali Lektor 1 250 10.09/GT [CITTT 01 1 Asmusicallyenjoyable asyou’ll buyat this price . 2 26x15x21
Dali Lektor 2 299 03.10/GT [T 11 Seriouslyentertaining speakers and simply stunning at this money . 2 31x18x22
DaliZensor 1 200 03.15/ST LTI 11 ! TheseDali’sarestill entertaining all-rounders, but they’ve finally been outclassed . 2 27x16x22
DaliZensor3 300 10.14/GT [TTTTT1 Ifit'sentertainmentyou crave, then these standmounters deliver in spades . 3 35x1x29
Epos Epic1 325 04.11/FT LTI 1 | Punchyand exciting but they can’t deliver all-round ability . 2 31x19x25
Focal Chorus 706V 390 03.11/FT [ITIT 111 Thoroughlyenjoyable butthey maynot cut it with dance music - 3 39x02x29
Focal XS Book 300 07.12/GT [TTTTT1 Apotent-sounding speakerthat brings hi-fi listening toyour desktop e 1 281X
Focal XS Book Wireless 300 10.13/FT [CTTT 11 ! Stacksofdetail but not quite the measure of theirrivals e 1 28x11x20
KEF Q300 450 06.13/GT [CTTT 01 | Notquiteatthe topanymore, butstill fine, engaging standmounters . 3 360130
Monitor Audio Bronze BX 1 200 05.11/FT [TIII 1 | Stylishasyoulike, butnotthe complete article . 4 26x17x18
Monitor Audio Bronze BX2 250 07.12/ST [TTTTT1 Beststereospeakers£200-£350, Awards 2012 . 4 35x19x26
Monitor Audio Silver RX1 425 06.13/GT CIITT | Well-made and refined speakers, just lacking the flexibility of its rivals . 6 31x19x24
Mordaunt-Short Aviano 1XR 250 01.12/ST LTI 1 Stillgreat, butthe rivals have caught up . 1 28827
Mission MX2 200 08.11/GT [0 1 ! Dynamicenough but maybe too exciting - 4 341331
Mission MX3 350 11.11/GT [T T Peppyand communicative floorstanders - 4 817x34
PioneerS-CN301-LR 200 04.14/ST CIIT0T | Polished, insightful and appealing . 1 231422
QAcoustics Concept 20 350 10.13/GT [TTTTT1 Beststereospeakers £200-£400, Awards 2014 - 2 26x17x28
QAcoustics Q-BT3 350 06.14/ST [TTTTIT1 Therearefew productsasversatile and as easyto like as the Q-BT3s at this price . 4 31x19x24
QAcoustics 2050i 460 07.13/GT [TTTTT1 Bestfloorstanderupto£600, Awards 2014 - 4 100x3227
Quad 11L Classic 330 Aw.10/FT CIITT | Impressive standmounters but lack a touch of sparkle . 4 31x19x24
Ruark Audio MR1 300 06.14/ST [TTTTT1 Bestdesktopspeakers, Awards 2014 - 3 1713x14
Tannoy MercuryV1i 150 04.14/ST [T 01 | Astylish, self-assured pair of speakers that are well worth auditioning . 2 30a7x26
Tannoy Mercury V4 380 07.12/GT [TTTTTT Bestfloorstander £350-£700, Awards 2011 - 2 97x20x28
Tannoy Mercury V4i 400 01.14/FT [TTT 11 ! Anexctingand punchylisten, butitcomeswith compromises . 1 100x20x28
Tannoy Revolution DC4 380 06.13/GT [T 1 ! Wellworth consideringifyour listening room isn’t too big . 2 27x15x16
Tannoy Revolution DC6 400 10.12/GT [T I T T 171 Beststandmounter£350-£700, Awards 2012 . 1 36.5x20x25
Triangle Color 470 06.11/FT [LLTTTT1 Smallbutperfectlyformed - 3 29x17x24
Wharfedale Diamond 121 230 10.13/GT [TTTTT1 Fabuloussound.Forinsightand entertainment, the 121s needn’t fear anyrival . 7 31723
Wharfedale Diamond 220 200 03.15/ST [TTTTT1 Beststereospeakersupto£f200,Awards 2014 . 4 50x32x41
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L Product £ Tested Verdict g2 E E2
[(+] £500-£1500
d’ Acoustic Energy AE1 Classic 1000 07.11/GT [T 1 1 Aclassic yes, but not the best around - 2 30x18x26
Q. Audio ProlV2e 700 09.12/FT LT | Wireless desktop speakers with a hi-fiflourish 3 98x14x24
.2 Audiovector Ki1 Super 800 04.12/GT I | These pint-sized speakers lack far-reaching dynamics, but are easy to live with . 5 98x14x24
(™ AudiovectorKi3 Standard 1200 03.12/FT [T 1 | Packedwith resolution and speed - 5 98x14x24
|L ATCSCM11 (2013) 1200 Aw.13/FT [TTTTT]1 Beststand ter up to £1200, Awards 2014 - 2 38x21x25
: AVIADM9.1 1125 07.12/GT [T Asimple wayto make the most of your music - 5 30020x26
B&W 68352 1150 10.14/GT [TTTTT1 Bestfloorstander £600-£1200, Awards 2014 - 2 99x19x36
B&W 68552 500 10.14/GT [TTTTT11 Beststandmounter £400-£800, Awards 2014. Product of the Year - 2 35x19x32
Cambridge Audio Aeromax 6 900 10.14/FT LLTT 11! Lotsofpotential with these speakers, howevertheystruggle in a few areas - 2 98x24x34
Dalilkon 1 MK2 530 05.14/GT [TTTTT1 Hugesoundandgood timing, these Dalis are heartily recommended - 3 33x15x26
Dali Ikon 6 MK2 1200 09.10/FT [T | Cleaner, clearerand more insightful than its forerunner . 3 100x19x36
DaliLektor 8 1200 04.10/FT [T 1 ! Likeableaslongasyou can live with the size and bass . 2 106x27x37
Dali Mentor Menuet 900 07.12/ST [TTTTT1 TheseMenuetsaresomethingofagem - 2 25x15x23
Dali Zensor 5 549 11.11/GT LTTT 11 ! Compactandaffordable floorstanders - 2 84x16x27
DaliZensor 7 729 06.12/FT LI | Notflawless, but musical and enjoyable performers . 3 9ganal
Dynaudio DM 2/6 535 02.10/FT [T T Beststereospeakers £300-£600, Awards 2010. Just the right amount of sparkle at the top end . 2 29724
Dynaudio DM 2/7 600 08.09/GT LILTTTT1 Aseriouslycompetitive speakerat this price point - 1 36x22027
Dynaudio DM3/7 1300 01.11/FT LTI 11 | Plentyofpositivesin this mid-range floorstander - 2 96x20x27
Dynaudio Excite X14 945 12.13/ST T | Acrispand clean sound is shortchanged by a lack of versatility . 29x17x26
Dynaudio Xeo 3 1365 07.12/ST [TTTTT] Versatilewireless speakers . 2 2817x26
Eclipse TD508 Mk3 960 10.13/GT [T I TITT1 Notanall-rounder, butstillaratherspecial speaker - 3 29x18x27
ElacBS243 1050 07.11/GT [T 1 | Thesestandmounters crave excitement - 5 29x17x22
ElacBS 142 600 05.14/GT [T | Anorganicsoundingand entertaining pair of speakers that are fun to listen to - 1 26x16x26
ElacFS 147 1100 07.14/AT LTI 1 | Afunsetofspeakersifyou’re after entertainment over analysis . 1 95x22x30
Elipson Planet L 600 02.12/FT [T 1 | Charmingin manyways, with good transparency - 3 40x42x43
Eclipse Planet LW Bridge System 1400 01.15/FT CITTT 11 1 Acommendableeffort; decent sound and stylish looks to go with it - e 3 29diameter
Epoz AktiMate Blue 600 09.14/FT [CIITTTT Positionthem welland you’ll be rewarded with a lovely, engaging sound . 3 32131
Guru Junior 800 12.13/ST [TTTTT] Arathermundaneappearanceisexcused by somevery expressive sound . 3 28x18x24
Focal Aria 906 760 12.13/ST [TTTTT1 Forscale, powerand refinement, you won’tfind many better - 2 30x30x28
JBLStudio 530 650 07.12/GT [T TIT1 0ddlooking-butfunsoundingand refined - 1 47x21x22
KEFLS50 800 12.13/ST [T TI 11 Beststandmounter £400-£800,Awards 2013 - 1 30x20x28
KEFR100 600 05.14/GT LI | Stillgreatbut now surpassed by newerrivals . 4 28x18x29
KEFX300A 600 09.13/FT [T 1 | Asmooth, relaxed sound that lacks punch and dynamics - 1 28x18x24
Martin Logan Motion 15 795 12.13/ST LTI 11 | Needsabitmoreauthoritybut letloose inasmaller room they can really sing - 2 29x13x24
Mission SX2 700 04.13/GT [ITITT T Dependableand capable, the SX2s product an authoritative sound at a fine price . 5 382337
Monitor Audio Bronze BX5 500 07.13/GT CITT0T | Fine, refined speakers but outclassed by stronger newcomers . 4 85x17x25
Monitor Audio Gold GX50 950 12.13/ST [T 1 | Stillgood and still great looking, but loses out to rivals in terms of musical engagement . 5 30x17x26
Monitor Audio Silver 1 500 05.14/FT LTI 11 1 Abitfussywhenitcomesto positioning, the Silver 1s still ooze quality - 6 31x19x26
Monitor Audio Silver 6 1000 12.13/FT LTI 1 | TheSilver6sreveal plenty of detail, but there are better all-rounders out there . 6 89x19x24
Monitor Audio Silver RX6 800 12.09/GT [TTTTT1 Asensational productfrom Monitor Audio - detailed, dynamicand very attractive, too . 6 91x28x31
MonitorAudio Soundframe1 900 02.12/GT [T 1 | Animpressive alternative to conventional speakers 2 54x39x9
Mordaunt-Short Aviano 6 600 01.10/FT [TTTTT1 Afineall-rounder, with powerand bassin spades, and plenty more besides . 3 952130
Mission MX-5 600 07.12/GT [IIITTT Physicallyand sonically impressive . 4 100x25%39
Mission SX1 700 12.12/FT I | Almost mission accomplished. Hugely capable but not as entertaining as the class leaders - 5 31x19x29
Neat lota 695 10.13/GT [TTTTT1 Attractive butwitha hefty sound too - 5 13x20x17
Neat Motive 2 945 07.12/GT [TTTTT1 Cohesive,authoritative and downright exciting - 4 77x16x20
Neat Motive SX2 1395 07.14/ST [CTITTTT Greatlittle speakers with only a few smallimperfections . 4 77X16x20
Neat Petite SX 1250 01.12/ST [TITTT] Smalland perfectlyformed standmounters . 6 31x20x18
PMCTwenty 21 1485 10.13/GT [TTTTT1 Ifyou’relooking foratop-class pair of standmounters, these are well worth a listen - 4 3315028
PSB Imagine Mini 600 05.14/GT LTI 111 Tinyspeakerswitha surprisingamount of heft. Good fora smaller room - 5 23x14x21
Opera Mezza 850 04.13/GT CITTT 11 | Suave-lookingand good-sounding, butthese don’t possess the sonic assertiveness of some - 3 320033
QAcoustics Concept 40 1000 07.14/ST [ITITTTT1 Arefinedand easy-going pair of speakers. They deserve serious consideration . 2 97x17x29
Quad 9AS 600 07.14/FT [T 1 | Adecentpairof speakers but they need more punch and verve - e 3 305215
Quad 12LClassic 500 11.11/FT [T L1 There’splentytoadmire here - 4 341x28
RegaRS3 780 07.12/GT [TTTTT1 Floorstandersthatare effortless with dynamics - 3 80x22x25

“In true Italian fashion, the Mezzas look super-smart and are dressed to impress.

Sonically, they're steady as opposed to stunning, but there’s still plenty to admire”

April 2013
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Hi-fi speakers

SPEAKERS continued

Product

£500-£1500
Tannoy Precision 6.1
Tannoy Revolution DC6 SE
Tannoy Revolution DC6T
Tannoy Revolution DC6TSE
Tannoy Rev. Sig. DC4
Triangle Color 123
Triangle Esprit Titus EZ
Wharfedale Denton
Wharfedale Diamond 155

£1500 and above
Acoustic Energy Reference 1
ADAM Aud. Classic Compact 3
ADAM Audio Tensor Gamma
Analysis Audio Omega
ATCSCM 100A
Beauhorn Rhapsody B2
B&O0Beolab 9
B&0 Beolab5
B&W 800 Diamond
B&W 805 Diamond
B&WCM6S2
B&WPM1
BurmesterB10
Dali Epicon 2
Dali Epicon 8
Dali Fazon F5
Dali Rubicon 2
Dali Rubicon 5
Dynaudio Focus 160
Dynaudio Xeo 4
Diapason Astera
Eclipse TD 510Z Mk2
Eclipse TD 712z Mk2
Focal Diablo Utopia
Focal SM9
Focal Easya
GamuT M’inenT M3
Image Audio IA8
Linn Akubarik
Monitor Audio Gold GX200
Mon. Audio Platinum PL300
Naim Ovator S-400
Neat Ultimatum XLS
PMCFact 3
PMCFact8
PMCTwenty 22
PMCTwenty 23
PMCTwenty 26
PMCWafer 2
ProAcResponse D18
ProAcResponse D30R
ProAcResponse D40/R
ProAcStudio 140 Mk2
Quad ESL-2812
Quad ESL 2905
Roksan Darius S1
SP Acoustics SP1 Signature
SpendorA5
SpendorA6R
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900
700
799
1000
600
600
600
500
500

1500
2800
12500
14500
11615
2750
5060
11000
18000
3750
1500
1995
3220
3750
11500
2700
1600
2400
1800
1775
6050
3840
6500
7686
4580
1800
5140
2000
15600
2300
6000
3650
4500
4100
4700
1970
2300
5750
2295
2145
4750
6125
1650
6500
6000
5000
14950
1695
2500

Tested

04.13/GT
12.13/FT
07.12/GT
07.14/ST
07.12/GT
08.12/FT
03.15/FT
Aw.12/FT
07.13/GT

07.12/GT
06.10/GT
05.09/FT
08.11/FT
04.11/FT
10.07/FT
05.07/FT
10.08/FT
10.13/GT
01.11/FT
11.14/GT
03.12/GT
10.13/GT
01.13/FT
08.13/FT
12.11/F
11.14/GT
03.15/FT
03.12/GT
11.14/FT
02.11/FT
08.12/FT
10.13/GT
12.12/F
10.13/GT
11.13/FT
03.14/FT
02.12/GT
01.14/FT
03.12/FT
03.08/FT
10.13/GT
09.12/FT
08.11/FT
04.10/FT
11.14/GT
02.14/GT
11.14/FT
02.12/GT
10.13/GT
09.14/FT
10.13/GT
12.10/FT
10.13/GT
01.07/FT
12.14/FT
01.11/FT
03.11/GT
02.14/GT

Verdict

Rhythmic, detailed speakers but a lack of solidity leaves them sounding unbalanced
Responsive with a good sense of cohesion. Could do with a little more spark

Best floorstander £700-£1500, Awards 2011

Best floorstander £800-£1500, Awards 2013

DC4s are still appealing across the board

Abrilliant desktop speaker package

Aclassy pairof articulate and expressive standmounters

Relaxed yet engaging sound has a lot of appeal

Class leaders when it comes to sound, but let down by average build quality

Terrificall-rounders for the money

Forthose who like their music ear-poppingly loud

Quite possibly the best speakers we’ve seen in a decade

These planarfloorstanders are a sonic treat

Massively talented and proportioned

Outlandish shape but treat them right and you’ll be deeply rewarded
Worknotjust as style butin hi-fi terms too

Active speakers with outlandish looks that sound fabulous

Some of the best speakers money can buy

Good, but easier to admire then really love

Good speakers but they lack the freedom of expression that we’d expect
Best standmounter £1500+, Awards 2011

Well built, well refined and an engaging listen. We’re in love

Reinforces Dali’s reputation for making top-class speakers

Give them space and they’ll deliver a muscular, enthusiastic sound

Stylish deliverers of audiophile sound

Agreat pair of standmounters that deliver an expressive and enthusiastic sound
Another pair of fine speakers from Dali - fast, agile and authoritative

Just do the job and don’tintrude on the entertainment

The Xeo 4s serve great-quality, convenient, versatile wireless sound
Spellbinding performance with the right kind of music

Superb timing, detail and imaging

They have a few compromises but their strengths can’t be matched at any price
When it comes to levels of insight, little at this price even comes close
Intended for professional use, the SM9s work brilliantly as home speakers
Convenientand easyto use, these Focals are compromised by a relaxed delivery
These are some of the best standmounters we’ve ever heard

Deeply impressive wall-mounted alternatives to convention

Deeply impressive engineering but its presentation veers towards the clinical
Pretty looks and excellent refinement

Its been a long time coming, and it is well worth the wait

The most rounded Naim speaker we’ve heard

An entertainer of the highest order if partnered with care

Hugely caxpable but a touch overcontrolled

These PMCfloorstanders are quite simply magical - even at this price

Best standmounter £1200+, Awards 2014

Best floorstander £1500+, Awards 2013

Yetanother top-class speaker from PMC’s Twenty range

Areal achievement for those after proper hi-fi

Best floorstander £1500+, Awards 2011

Superb all-rounders

Articulate and dynamic, a top-class pair of floorstanders

An entertaning and dynamic performer

Won’t be to everyone’s tastes but these electrostatic speakers truly excel
Atrulyworld-class speaker

Excellent pair of performers and one of the most enjoyable stand-mounters we’ve heard

Able to challenge the very best at this exalted level
The most accomplished speakers for this money
Best floorstander £1200+, Awards 2014

Standmount

Floorstander

Powered

Finishes

Any
4

5

Dimensions
(hwd,cm)

33x22x26

37x20x24

95x26x29

100x31x28

27x17x18

14x14x14

30x17x27

32x20x31

94x20x31

31x19x28

44x23x29

108x32x34

168x61x6

107x40x56

120x34x75

78x40x430

97X4IX49

118x45x65

42x24x35

40x20x30

33x19x30

39x22x28

39x21x37

126x35x50

92x28x32

35x20x34

89x20x34

35x20x29

28x17x25

38x26x44

98x38x39

99x35x43

43X26x43

32x49x39

90x17x24

40x23x46

59x48x10

105x35x45

90x17x30

111x41x47

106x33x35

38x22x37

54x16x30

103x15x38

41x18x37

92x15x33

109x19x44

57x35x10

93x19x27

104x22x31

120x21x34

104x19x28

107x69x38

143x70x39

38x20x38

106x35x46

79x17x25

87.5x19x28

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com



SPEAKERS continued

Product

SpendorD7

Tannoy Precision 6.2
Tannoy Precision 6.4
Tannoy Definition DC8
Tannoy Definition DC10T
Totem Element Ember
Triangle Magellan Cello SW2
Triangle Signature Delta
Wharfedale Jade-5
Wilson Audio Duette Il
Wilson Audio Sophia 3

£
3500
1700
2200
2500
5250
3995
6699
4900
1650
19000
16500

Tested

10.13/GT
10.13/GT
02.14/GT
03.12/GT
10.13/GT
05.14/FT
05.10/FT
07.14/FT
01.12/ST
02.15/FT
10.13/GT

Verdict
[TTITTT11
[TTTTT1]
[TTT11

Thefinest Spendors inyears

Abeautifully balanced and hugely listenable pair of standmounters
Ifbass is important toyou, then these speakers are worth an audition
Capable of seriously controlled sound

While the DC10Ts aren’t the most refined speakers out there, they’re easy to love

Ifyou’re looking for entertainment, we can’t think of a better alternative

Aspeaker dedicated to actually enjoying music
Ifyou value excitement and entertainment, put these speakers at the top of your shortlist
Floorstanders that packimmense power and poise

Itneeds a capable amp and source but when Duette Il gets going it sounds breathtaking

Expensive, but they delivera stunning sound full of detail, dynamics and drive

Stereo amplifiers

Integrated

Power output
Digital inputs

Product
Upto £1000
Audiolab 8200A
Arcam FMJ A19
Cambridge Audio Azur 350A
Cambridge Audio Azur 351A
Cambridge Audio Azur 651A
Cambridge Audio Topaz SR10
Creek Audio Evolution 50A
Cyrus 6a
Denon PMA-720AE
Icon Audio Stereo 25
Marantz PM6005
Micromega MyAmp
Monitor Audio Airstream A100
NAD C316BEE
NAD C326BEE
NAD C356BEE
NAD C356BEE DAC
NAD D 3020
NADD 7050
Naim Nait 5i
Naim Nait 5si
OnixA-25
Onkyo A-9030
Onkyo A-9050
Peachtree iDecco
Pro-Ject Stereo Box S
PioneerA-70
Quad Vena
RegaBrio-R
Rega Elex-R
Roksan Kandy K2
Roksan Kandy K2 BT
Rotel RA-10
RotelRA-12
TEACAI-301DA
Wadia 151 PowerDAC Mini
YamahaA-5300
YamahaA-S501

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com

750
650
250
300
450
230
800
800
350
500
300
480
400
260
300
600
695
400
800
875
925
775
300
350
999
200
800
600
480
900
795
895
350
600
400
999
195
360

Tested

05.13/ST
10.14/GT
01.12/ST
11.12/FT
03.12/FT
06.10/FT
01.15/GT
01.15/GT
02.13/GT
01.09/FT
05.14/GT
12.14/GT
12.14/GT
01.12/ST
07.10/GT
10.10/FT
01.12/FT
12.14/GT
12.13/FT
05.13/ST
01.15/GT
05.13/ST
12.12/FT
02.13/GT
01.11/FT
11.11/FT
05.13/ST
01.15/FT
06.12/ST
01.15/GT
12.11/ST
05.14/FT
05.14/GT
05.13/ST
12.14/GT
02.12/FT
04.11/FT
Aw.14/FT

These amplifiers combine a preamp and power section in one box
A higher number usually means louder, depending on speakers
Some amplifiers now have a DAC built in, which could be useful

Verdict

Capable, but lacks some subtlety

Best Stereo amp £500-£800, Awards 2014. Product of the Year
Abudget amp with a decent grasp of timing

Worth considering ifyou prefer an energeticapproach

Meaty and powerful, but not the most refined

This affordable stereo receiver has plenty to offer

An entertaining amp that holds its own against established rivals
Still precise and insightful but now lacks rivals’ energy
Entertaining and capable, but sonically stubborn

The Stereo 25 is superbly made for the money

Best stereo amp up to £500, Awards 2014

Anamp with attack and verve, although the finish could be better
Insightful and composed, this is a worthy rival to the NAD D 3020
Adecent listen that’s overshadowed by rivals

Areally musical amplifier to grace any budget system

Aparty animal of an amplifier

Agood amplifierwith a great DAC
Apunchyand lively sound that’s great fun to listen to
Admirable, but not quite the measure of its cheaper rivals

Astrong all-round performer

Best stereo amp £800-£1500, Awards 2013

Agood choice forthose who value finesse over muscle
Proofthat Onkyo knows how to build good stereo gear
Lean presentation, but there’s plenty to like

Ideal fora digital based set-up

Asmallamp that’s worth investigation

Excels in many areas, falls short of class-leading

Aninteresting proposition butit’s left wanting in terms of finesse
Best stereo amp £400-£600, Awards 2012

Best stereo amp £800-£1500, Awards 2014

Best stereo amp £700-£1000, Awards 2011

Fullof powerand punch but some heart and soul is missing
Sounds good, but rivals offer more insight and better digital features
Well priced, appealing amp, just lacks a little expression

Anamp with an unadventurous, but pleasant presentation
Acompact digital amp with plenty of appeal

Solid performer butyou can get better for a little more money
Acapable amplifier that’s packed with features

45

45

75

85

5

40

50

30

45

40

50

80

80

30

50

50

60

30

65

75

40

40

90

50

72

125

140

60

30

25

60

60

DAC

Line levelin

o

MM phonoin

MCphonoin
USBin

Tape loops

Preamp out

Standmount

Speakerouts

wwwwhathificom 109

Floorstander

Tone controls

Powered

Headphone out

Finishes

Remote control
Finishes

o

Dimensions
(hwd,cm)

95x20x32

100x31x28

105x31x35

47x27x26

113x34x32

36x11x25

114x42x37

123x37x39

106x25x40

47x27x31

105x35x48

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

7.5x45x34

9x43x28

9x43x34

Ix43x34

12x43x35

11x43x34

6x43x8

7x22x36

12x43x31

22x32x31

11x44x37

7.5x14x14

5x37x21

8x44x29

10x44x29

13x44x34

13x44x34

19x6x22

24x7x27

7x44x31

7x43x31

9x21x36

14x44x33

14x44x33

13x38x29

4x10x10

14x44x36

10x31x30

8x22x31

8x43x32

10x43x38

11x43x38

7x43x34

14x44x36

6x21.5x25

7x20x20

15x44x39

15x44x39

siolijdwe oai93s | sidyeads I3-1H
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AMPLIFIERS continued

Product

£1000 and above
Arcam FMJ A39
Audio Analogue Class Alnt. SE
ATCSIA2-150
Bryston B60R
Cambridge Audio Azur 851A
Cyrus 6XPD
Cyrus 8a
Cyrus 8 DAC
Cyrus 8 XPd
Cyrus 8XP
Cyrus DACXP Signature
Denon PMA-2010AE
Devialet 110
Devialet D-Premier
EARYoshinoV12
Heed Audio Obelisk si
Karan Acoustics KA 1180Mk2
Lavardin IS Reference
Leema Tucana Mkl
Leema Elements
NAD C390DD
Naim Nait 5XS
Naim Nait XS 2
Naim Supernait 2
Pathos Ethos
Pathos InpolRemix
Pathos Logos Mk I
Quad Il ClassicIntegrated
Rega Osiris
Rega Elicit-R
Roksan Caspian M2
Roksan K3
SonyTA-A1ES
T+APA 3000 HV
Unison Research Preludio
Unison Research S9
Unison Research Simply Italy
Unison Research Triode 25

Product

Up to £5000
Audio Research LS17
AudionetPre 1G3
ATCCA-2
Cyrus DACXP+
Cyrus PreXPd
Heed Audio Obelisk pre/px
Lavardin C62
Leema Pyxis
Linn Akurate Kontrol
NAD C165BEE

110 wwwwhathifi.com

1500
9190
2379
2600
1200
1250
1350
1400
1500
1250
3000
1700
4490
11450
7000
1300
5995
2950
3595
1395
2250
1500
1595
2750
3800
3800
3950
4500
5998
1600
1695
1250
2000
9900
2295
6995
1495
2350

Tested

02.15/GT
06.11/FT
02.10/GT
07.09/FT
12.12/GT
01.12/ST
12.12/FT
07.12/FT
07.09/FT
11.09/GT
11.13/FT
02.10/FT
02.14/FT
08.12/GT
07.13/FT
06.12/GT
09.13/FT
01.10/FT
12.11/ST
12.12/GT
12.12/FT
01.12/ST
10.13/GT
12.13/FT
10.12/FT
01.12/FT
10.14/FT
04.10/FT
06.10/FT
02.15/GT
10.13/GT
02.15/GT
04.14/FT
11.13/FT
02.10/GT
02.10/FT
09.12/FT
08.14/FT

Preamps are also known as control units. On a most basic level, they perform two functions:
source selection and volume control. Most powered preamps also amplify the signal slightly
in order to make matching to a power amplifier easier. Some include phono stages.

3399
3525
1058
2550
1300
2230
3471
3995
4200
650

Tested

01.09/FT
01.10/FT
12.09/FT
04.11/FT
02.10/GT
04.13/FT
12.10/FT
11.11/FT
09.11/FT
08.10/FT

Verdict

Verdict

£55 4,588 g % 2
§ 22228525583 &2
Powerfuland authoritative, but it needs better timing and detail 120 61 0 o 1 2 e o 1 10x3x3
Afantastic, and sonically rounded performer 50 50 0 1 1 e 1 33u5xl
Oneofthe best amplifiers at this price level 150 40 0 1 e 1 o o 1 14x44x35
The Bryston B60R may be unassuming, but has quality 60 40 0 1 1 e o 2 5x438
For scale, power, build and style, this is hard to beat 120 8 0 0 1 o 2 o e o 2 12x43x39
Asturdy DAC-toting amp that’s a cracker 0 e 60 0 © 1 e 2 e o 2 72236
Everything we’ve come to expect and love about Cyrus 70 500 1 e 2 e e 2 7X22:36
Meticulous and engaging amp and DAC combo 70 e 60 0 0 2 e o 2 7X2236
Sets a sky-high standard at the price point 70 500 © 1 e 1 o o 2 7X2236
The Cyrus 8XP misses nothing out in sonic thrills 70 6 0 0 1 e 1 e o 2 72236
With the Signature upgrade, the DACXP remains a fine product 70 2.0 0 1 e 1 e o 2 7X22x36
Listen to thisamp in full flow and it’s a monster 80 40101 2 e 2 e e e 1 18434
An exceptional all-rounder 110 « 1 1 0 e 0 1 e 1 4x38:38
Afresh look atamp design 240 201 1 1 e 1 e ° 3 4x40x40
This terrificintegrated amp needn’t fear any rival at this price 50 50 0 1 1 1 14x42x14
Best stereo amp £1000-£1500, Awards 2012 35 510 0 e 1 e 2 92236
One ofthe finestamps we’ve heard 180 40 0 1 1 ° 2 9x50x34
Amazing: its rivals sound mechanical in comparison 30 40 0 1 1 1854335
Best stereo amplifier £2000+, Awards 2010. 148 700 1 e 1 e e 2 104336
Solid choice, wide connection range and optional DAC 56 © 30 0 © 0 o 1 e o 2 92228
Novel thinking delivers an alternative to the favourites 150 100 © 0 @ 2 o o o 1 134339
Still atop class premium amplifier 60 300 2 e 1 e 1 7x43x30
Animprovement on the Nait XS, even if it sacrifices a little detail 70 51 0 1 e 1 e e 1 7x43x30
Even atthis price, the Supernait 2 is a fantastic buy 80 50 0 1 e 1 e o 1 94331
Mixes style and substance better than any rival 100 700 © 0 e 1 o 1 15349
Not cheap or powerful - just brilliant 10 100 0 e 1 e 2 1833x29
Mixes fine aesthetics with a great sound for a terrificamp 110 ¢ 5 0 0 1 o 1 e 1 17x42x43
Afineintegrated amplifier with a hefty price tag 25 3011 1 1 1 20x31x38
Afine amp that makes sense partneringits Isis sibling 162 6 0 0 1 1 e 1 1204435
Best stereo amplifier £1500+, Awards 2014 105 5.1 0 1 e 1 e 1 8x43x34
Best stereo amplifier £1500+, Awards 2013 85 50 0 1 e 1 e 2 8333
An excellent all-rounder at a reasonable price 150 510 1 e 1 ° 3 10x43x38
Not quite a flawless effort but talented enough in key areas 80 501 1 0 1 o o 1 13x3x42
Atruly impressive piece of kit despite its polite disposition 300 6 0 0 0 1 e o 1 17x46x46
Rubs shoulders with the very best at this price 14 40 0 1 1 1 20x40x38
We can’t help but love this quirky valve amplifier 35 40 0 0 1 ° 1 25x41x57
Awell-engineered valve amplifier at a sensible price 12 500 1 1 e 2 26x1935
An absolutely superb amplifier from Unison Research 45 5.0 0 Opt 1 1 e 1 20:30x45
s S5 55888 ¢
2 5552825z 28
e 2S5 ass5zE EY
5 = £ 8 &8z R & B
This top quality product should serve you for decades 7 0 0 1 e e 14x48x31
Asrevealing as amplifiers get for the money 5 0 0 1 e o e o 7x43:31
Amatchless preamp when paired with the P1 poweramp 5 0 0 1 e o e o 9x44x32
Massive ability in a small box 20 0 1 e e o 7X2236
Works wonders when coupled with the matching 8 poweramp 6 0 0 0 e - . 72236
Asuperb-sounding preamp, but Heed needs to make it feel more luxurious 5 0 0 1 e e 9x22:33
Belongs near the top of any shortlist 6 0 0 1 e 9x43x31
Aversatile, enjoyable preamp 5 1 1 1 e e e e e 1xkx31
Part ofthe Linn Akurate system - and truly awesome 4 1 1 1 e e e e 9x38x38
Abrute ofa preamp 4 1 1 0 o o ©  B8X44x29

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com



PREAMPS continued

Product

Naim NAC152XS
Quad Elite Pre

Quad QC-twenty four
Townshend Allegri

£5000 and above
Audio Research LS27
Aesthetix Calypso Signature
Bryston BP26DA
Burmester 808 MK5
Chord Electronics CPA 8000
Chord Electronics Indigo
GamuTD3i
Krell Phantom Il
Mcintosh C2500
Naim NAC252/Supercap
Plinius Tautoro

Product
Up to £5000
Audiolab 8200MB
ATCP1
Bryston 2B SST
Chord Electronics Maxx
Chord Electronics SPM 1050
Cyrus Mono X300 Signature
Heed Audio Obelisk ps
Leema Hydralll
NAD C275BEE
Naim NAP 155 XS
Naim NAP 250
Quad Elite Stereo
Quad QSP
Rotel RB-1582

£5000 and above
Audio Research Reference 75
Burmester 911 Mk3
Chord SPM 14000 Mkl
GamuTD200i
Krell Evolution 402e
Lavardin AP150
Marantz MA-9S2
Plinius SA-REF
Quad Il eighty

975
850
1000
1895

6500
6400
5050
22242
25500
8670
5500
12000
7495
9070
6325

1900
1566
2925
990

3990
2750
1350
3595

1115
3050
700

1200
1095

8495
32800
24480
9300
18500
7686
5000
12650
6000

Tested

02.10/GT
11.10/FT
06.13/FT
08.12/GT

03.13/FT
03.11/FT
08.06/FT
02.13/FT
01.13/FT
11.09/FT
01.15/FT
11.12/FT
01.14/FT
11.08/FT
09.08/FT

Tested

01.12/FT
12.09/FT
08.06/FT
05.11/fT
10.07/FT
10.13/FT
04.13/FT
11.11/fT
08.10/FT
02.10/GT
11.08/FT
11.10/FT
07.12/FT
03.10/FT

03.13/FT
08.12/GT
01.13/FT
01.15/FT
11.12/F
12.10/FT
02.08/FT
09.08/FT
06.13/FT

Verdict
CITT0l
[TTT11
[TTT11
[TTTTT11

Poweramps

These are effectively the powerhouse of the system. They deliver the high currents necessary
to make a loudspeaker work. They can be configured as a stereo unit, or monoblocs, where the
circuitry for each channel is housed separately. Don’t judge a power amp by its output level.

Verdict

It’s good, but could do better with dynamics
Doesn’t blow us away, but it’s still worth consideration
Pleasant listen but works best with Quad’s valve poweramps

Basicfeatures, but terrificsound

Afine preamp but struggles to shine in comparison to the Reference 75
One ofthe finest preamps on the market today

Amust-hear preamp. Lacks style but built to last

Abeautifully constructed, highly versatile preamp for serious devotees
Amagnificent preamp, but not quite the masterpiece its price demands
Afarsighted design mixing useful features with great sound
Ifyouwant an insightful and honest pre-amp, this is a fine place to start
Ahugely capable preamp that is able to dig deeply into any recording
Arefined and entertaining preamp that needs a little care in partnering
Makes a magical combination with the NAP250 power amp

Amighty amplifierin every sense of the word

Hefty, buta bit of a bluntinstrument

Amatchless poweramp when paired with the CA-2 preamp

Big, strong and very powerful

This could be a sign of hi-fi to come

Very fastand punchy, exciting and stable sound

Adeceptively compact monobloc that surpasses the Mono X300

Line levelin

w

Engagingand a pleasure to listen to, even if it’s not the classiest in terms of finish

Atop class power amplifier for the money

Agreat power amp, best matched with the C165BEE preamp

It’sa good performer, but not the last word in dynamics

Paired with the NAC252 preamp it’s magical

The Elite power amp paired with the Elite Pre is well worth consideration
Needs to be auditioned - a confident listen

Greatwhen paired with the RC-1580 preamp

Afabulous poweramp, match it with care and you’ll have sonic magic
Awesome price, awesome bit of kit
An awe-inspiring monobloc, yet not quite as sonically rounded as we’d like

One ofthe finest power amplifiers we’ve heard

The Evolution 402e is world-class. Itisn’t cheap, but quality such as this neveris

For sound qualityand musical enjoyment, the C62 with the AP150 is hard to beat

Right up there with the very best power amplifiers
As enticing an amplifier asyou can get
Acapable monoblocamp that should be considered

MM phonoin

o

MCphonoin

o

Tape loops

o
.

Stereo
Stereo
Stereo
Stereo
Mono
Stereo
Stereo
Stereo
Stereo
Stereo
Stereo
Stereo

Stereo

Stereo
Stereo
Mono
Stereo
Stereo
Stereo
Mono
Stereo

Mono

Preamp out

Balanced out

Power (w)

140

200

75

535

700

220

400

Headphone out

Phonoin
XLRin

Tone controls

- o

o

o o o o

- o

Remote control

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

7x43x30

e 7x32x31

9x30x22

5x13x31

®  13x48x34

®  11x46x45

®  6x49x28

®  95x48x33

e 31x42x36

®  36x42x9

®  11x43x42

® 10x44x46

®  19x4h4x46

©  9x43x31

®  16x45x48

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

15x22x38
14x44x35
49x13x41
7x16x4
13x42x36
8x22x37
9x22x33
11x44x31
13x44x35
7x43x30
9x43x32
7x32x31
15x33x27

14x43x41

22x48x50
22x48x48
31x48x69
16x43x47
25x44x56
14x43x31
45x46x20
28x51x54

21x43x18

“Heed Audio’s Obelisk ps is involving and exciting in a way few rivals can match,

and that's why it deserves a high place on any shortlist”

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com
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Weight (kg)

14

0.4

15

6.5

33

15

75

16

6.25

14

33

21

31

75

34

61

12
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For our very latest prices, ask  For telephone enquiries,
in-store or check online at call our freephone service
www.superfi.co.uk 08004714867

HiFi & Home Cinema Specialists

Now available at Superfi

CHECK ONLINE OR IN-STORE
FOR LATEST AVAILABILITY

—
b

Bookshelf Speakers - Q Acoustics Q3010 1
Prices from £139.95 ’

2. Floorstanding Speakers - Q Acoustics Q3050'
Prices from £499.95

3. Bookshelf Speakers - Q Acoustics Q3020
Prices from £189.95

Create an AV system with:

4. Centre Speaker - Acoustics Q3090C
Prices from £129.95

5. Subwoofer - Q Acoustics Q3070S

Prices from £289.95 . e

HiFi Separates Systems

Multi-purpose Mini System
Marantz Melody
Media MCR610

'NOVEMBER 2013
m CD-audio, FM, DAB

and HD music files
m Built-in WiFi

CALL ORCHECKONLINE
FOR LATEST PRICE

CD/DAB/DAB+/FM/USB
Micro System
Denon DM39DAB

*
OCTOBER 2014

CALL OR CHECK ONLINE
FOR LATEST PRICE

Free Leads and Interconnects

For every £100 you spend, we'll give you

£10 of FREE Interconnects or Speaker Cable™

“In store only. Terms and conditions apply. Offer runs from 03/03/15 until 04/05/15.




New at Superfi

The Superfi range of cables have been
designed exclusively by QED, the UK and
Europe’s number one award winning
connectivity company.

6. Superfi XT Speaker Cable by QED
Incorporates the proprietary
QED X-Tube™ technology
Our price: £4.95 per metre

7. Superfi Audio By QED
Incorporates design elements from QED's
multi award winning Performance range
0.6m: £39.95 1m: £44.95
2m: £59.95 3m: £74.95

e Plugs not included with XT cable

Home Cinema
5.1 Home Cinema RRP: £329.95
Speaker System SAVE: £110.00
£219*
SAVE £110

7.2 Channel Networked
Home Cinema Receiver

CALLOR CHECKONLINE
FORLATEST PRICE

Wireless Speakers

Wireless Speaker
with Airplay
Audio Pro Allroom Air One

Buy Now, Pay 2016

PRICE BEAT PROMISE

IF YOU FIND AN IDENTICAL ITEM CHEAPER FROM ONE OF OUR
ONLINE COMPETITORS, TELL US AND NOT ONLY WILL WE MATCH
THE PRICE, WE'LL BEAT IT BY 10% OF THE DIFFERENCEt

FREE NEXT WORKING DAY
DELIVERY™ SUPERFI SUPER-
FAST DELIVERY

y
4

£ DESIGNED &
ENGINEERED BY

QED
—

Subwoofer

WAS: £249.95

SAVE: £80.00

£169*

Soundbar RRP: £399.00
SAVE: £150.00

£249"

RRP: £439.00
SAVE: £220.00

£279"

Headphones/Earphones

Portable On-ear Headphones
AKG Y50

CALLOR CHECK ONLINE
FORLATEST PRICE

SEPTEMBER2014.

Headphones
AKG K451

WAS: £128.95 [
SAVE:£80.00  ‘awasos

plg% E22

OCTOBER2012

Noise Cancelling RRP: £139.95
Portable Headphones SAVE:£70.00
Goldring NS1000 EBBI%
Expedition

it

Mobile HiFi Headphones :
B&W P5 S2 FEBRUARY 2015
OUR PRICE:

£243"

Stainless Steel
In Ear Headphones
RHA T10i

OUR PRIGE:

£149*

Wireless Speakers

Libratone Zipp BT

OUR PRICE:

WHATHIFT? WHATIMFIZ
TESTWINNER | WHATHIRL

B&W T7

DECEMBER 2014

OUR PRICE:

£299"

Visit us in-store. You'll find each branch offers expert advice,
demonstrations and installation

£ 105 Vicar Lane

67 Smallbrook Queensway

01216312675 01132449075
22 Sadler Gate { 271aHigh Street
01332360303 £ 01522520265

: 2-4Camden High Street 15 Market Street

| 02073881300 - OT15 9412137

54 Bridge Street © 6870 Lower Hillgate
: 01618351156 £ 0161429 9080
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iPoddocks

Docks with power

Ourrecommendations

Product £
Up to £500

Audyssey South of Market 350
B&WZ2 330
Epoz Aktimate Micro 260
Epoz AktiMate Mini 350
Epoz AktiMate Mini+ 360
Gear4 AirZone Series 1 200
JBLOnBeat Venue LT 200
Klipsch iGroove HG WWI 110
KitSound Boom Dock 100
Logitech S715i 80
Logitech UE Air Speaker 300
Orbitsound T12v3 299
Philips Fidelio Primo DS9 300

Philips Fidelio Primo DS9010 400
Pure Digital Contour 100Di 100
Pure Digital Contour 200i Air 200

Revo K2 300

Ruark Audio R2i 280
£500 and above

B&W Zeppelin Air 500

Geneva Lab Model M 550

Loewe AirSpeaker 500

Marantz Consolette 700

Philips Fidelio SS DS9800 700

Tested

04.11/FT
10.13/ST
09.13/GT
07.12/GT
08.13/FT
04.12/ST
03.13/FT
04.12/ST
12.10/FT
04.12/ST
06.12/FT
12.11/FT
09.11/FT
08.11/GT
04.12/ST
09.12/FT
02.12/FT
09.09/FT

12.11/ST
04.12/ST
01.13/FT
05.13/FT
05.12/FT

These are ready-made systems for your iPod and usually include speakers
Docks without power  These integrate an iPod into an existing system as a line level source

Verdict

Aworthy addition to the high end dock market

Stillimpressive but lacks other, non-Apple streaming options compared with rivals
Best desktop speaker, Awards 2012

Not the smallest desktop speakers, but they’ll make your iPod sing
Aversatile product that offers quality sound

AirPlayand iPad support, with good sound too

The Venue LTis a versatile, talented and enthusastic dock

Agreat dock with only a slight lack of refinement

Big, bold and brutally exciting

Best speaker dock up to £200, Awards 2012

Best speaker dock £200-£350, Awards 2012

An effective panacea foryour TV’s sound

Awell-builtand easy to use dock

Asolid proposition thanks to its price

Versatile, great looking and great sounding

Pure’s first radio-less speaker dock fares well, but it can be bettered
Lots to like - but it’s not perfect

Fine DAB radio and iPod system

Amassive step up from the original

Still capable but rivals have caught it up

Stylish, subtle and great-sounding. At £500it’s a serious must-try
Notan all-rounder but a ungiue device with a lovely sound

Unified and nicely balanced

EirE Wirelessspeakers

Theshortlist

= Bluetooth

E AirPlay

Monitor Audio Airstream 200

Awards 2014: Best Wireless speaker £150-£300

Product £
Up to £300

Bayan Audio SoundBook 150

Bose SoundLink Mini 170

Cambridge Audio Bluetone 100 200
Cambridge Audio MinxAir100 330

114 wwwwhathificom

Tested

01.14/GT
01.14/GT
10.14/GT
10.13/ST

Universal wireless system that’s incorporated into most sources

Verdict

Awards 2014: Best Wireless speaker £500-£750

Apple’s accepted wireless system; works over your home network

DaliKubik Free

Anice-looking portable speaker with some clever design touches
Ano-frills approach reaps dividends in the SoundLink’s sonic performance
Abold, engaging performance from a speaker that lacks a little clarity
Aworthy option butit can’t match the bestwhen it comes to sound

AirPlay
Bluetooth

AirPlay

i0S
i0S
i0S
i0S
i0S
i0S
i0s
i0s
i0s
i0s
i0S
i0s
i0s
i0S
i0S

i0s

i0s
i0s
i0S
i0S

i0s

Bluetooth
Aux

Aux
Power (w)

e 40
e 40
e 40
e nfa
e 30
e 30

60
e 20
e nfa

e 180

e 100
e 20
e 36
e 40

e 20

e 4x20

150

Charging
Battery

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

23x13x28

18x32x10

24x15x20

30x19x21

30x19x21

18x33x19

13x42x14

14x40x16

15x42x28

6x39x13

17x53x15

10x61x11

18x51x21

21x56x23

18x31x15

23x37x18

33x11x11

12x34x18.5

17x54x21

20x37x25

13x24x24

26x54x21

22x27x9

Awards 2014: Best Wireless speaker 750+

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

9x16x4

5x18x6

118x35x12

18x35x12

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com



WIRELESS SPEAKERS continued

Product

Cambridge Audio Go
Cambridge Audio Minx Go
Denon Envaya DSB200
Harman/Kardon Go+Play
Jawbone Big Jambox

iLuv MobiOut

JBLCharge

JBLFlip

JBLFlip 2

JBLOnBeat Rumble

Loewe Speaker 2go

Logitech UE Boombox
Logitech UE Mobile Boombox
Monitor Audio Airstream S200
Monitor Audio Airstream S300
Monitor Audio Airstream WS100
PanasonicSC-NA10

Philips BT3500B

Pure Jongo S3

PureVoca

Roberts Travel Pad

Roth OLi POWA-5

Samsung M5

Sonos Play:1

Sony RDP-XA700

Sony SRS-X3

Sony SRS-BTM8

£300 and above
Audio Pro Allroom Air One
Bang & Olufsen BeoPlay A2
Bluesound multi-room system
B&WAS5
B&WA7
B&WT7
Bose SoundLink Air
Cabasse Stream 1
Cambridge Audio MinxAir 200
Dali Kubik Free
Eclipse TD-M1
Geneva Model M Wireless
Geneva Model S Wireless DAB+
Libratone Zipp
Libratone Zipp BT
Libratone Loop
Loewe AirSpeaker
Naim Mu-so
NADViso 1AP
NocsNS2v2
Philips Fidelio E2
Pioneer X\W-SMA4
Pure Jongo S3 (pair)
Pure Jongo System
Samsung M7
Samsung Shape Audio System
Simple Audio Roomplayer+
Sonos System
Sony SRS-X9
Tangent Classic
Ultimate Ears Boom

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com

120
100
170
280
260
70

120
100
100
230
200
200
75

200
250
250
130
70

170
65

80

250
230
170
285
130
85

400
300
n/a
400
700
300
300
500
430
645
1000
500
330
370
300
400
500
895
500
300
300
350
340
n/a
330
n/a
n/a
n/a
600
400
170

Tested

AW.14/FT
08.13/FT
11.14/FT
05.13/FT
09.12/FT
05.13/GT
01.14/GT
05.13/GT
07.14/GT
10.14/GT
02.15/ST
12.12/GT
05.13/GT
Aw.14/FT
10.14/GT
09.13/GT
01.14/GT
03.15/GT
06.13/FT
03.15/GT
03.15/GT
06.14/ST
10.14/FT
01.14/FT
03.13/GT
07.14/GT
05.13/GT

08.14/GT
02.15/ST
11.14/GT
08.13/GT
12.12/FT
02.15/ST
12.12/GT
08.14/GT
08.13/GT
03.14/FT
08.14/FT
08.14/GT
10.13/ST
10.13/ST
02.15/ST
08.14/GT
03.13/GT
Aw.14/FT
08.14/GT
02.15/FT
06.14/ST
12.12/6T
06.14/ST
11.14/GT
09.14/FT
11.14/GT
11.14/GT
11.14/GT
06.14/FT
08.14/GT
01.14/GT

Overcooked bass aside, thisis one of most powerful sounding portable speakers we’ve heard

Apunchyand energetic sound is let down by some coarse and harsh treble

Good performer for the money, but has issues with volume and battery life
Achunky, fun unit that’s starting to sound a little unrefined against more recent competition
Lots of power to go with its enthusiasm, but gives up a little clarity and insight to its rivals

Aspeaker that oozes class and subtlety. Watch out for the cabinet vibrations, though

Fine sound and a well-designed package make this a good travel companion
Updated and better than before but rivals still have in edge in terms of sound

Another strong addition to the Award-winning Sonos multi-room family

With a bit more definition and a bit less bass this could have been the speaker for us
Ahugely confident performer but its tonal balance won’t be for everyone

Not perfect, but ts spacious sound, battery life and stylish design are worthy of a look
Best multi-room system £500+, Awards 2014. Product of the Year

£500-£750, Awards 2014

Ifyou’re after Bluetooth and radio features, then this would be a good choice

Stylish, portable and fully-featured. Libratone hits the jackpot with the Zipp

£750+, Awards 2014. Product of the Year

Astrong, rounded package that thoroughly deserves your attention

Classy, versatile speakers butyou’ll need some room to accomodate them

Bags of features, solid build and smart design - just watch that bass

Atad disappointing as a pair; rivals offer a more insightful performance

Not the ultimate word in sound quality, but it wins us overwith its peppy character
Overly fussyin terms of setting up, the M7 is a comfortable performer nonetheless
Lacks a consistent sound across the range but a good first effort nonetheless
Aworthy contender but there are cheaper, more impressive options out there

Verdict
CITTTTT] Bestwireless speakerup to £150, Awards 2014
[LTTTT1 Bestwirelessspeakerupto£150,Awards 2013
Tl
[T 11 ! Thesewirelessactive speakers deliver good sound
[TIII1 ! Greatforbassandsound, lacksalittle finesse though
CTTT 11 1 Asmallunitthatboastsalikable sound
IOl
[TTTTT1 Agreatvaluebluetooth speaker
[CITT01
CITTl
LTl
[TIT11 ! It'snotfaultless, butforthe moneyit’s difficult to argue with this
LTI 1 Limited functionality butagood choice for portable users
[TTTTT]1 Bestwirel peaker £150-£300, Awards 2014
[TTITTT1 ItonlysupportsiOSdevices butthis speaker sounds fantastic
[TTTTT1 Crackingspeakers.Adesktop force to be reckoned with
[CITTl
[T ITTITT1 Anaffordablewireless speakerwith excellent sound quality
[TTTTT1 Greatsoundand easyportabilitymake this a real gem
[CTTT 11 ! Anattractive designis marred by some uncontrolled bass
[ITTTTT11]
LTIl
[TTTTT1 Atalented speakerwitha clean, openand fun sound
[IITTT1
[CITT1
Il
[TITTT1 Classy,cleverlydesigned speakerthat can handle large volumes.
[TTTTT1 Bestwireless speaker £400+, Awards 2013
LTl
[CIITTT]
[TTTTTT Nottheloudestbutdeliversa potent, punchy sound
[TTTTT1 IfyouuseAirPlay, the A7 demandsyourattention
[LTITTT1 B&WsfirstBluetooth speakeris aresounding success
[TTT 11 | Notthelastwordinpowerordynamics, buta tidy little package
LTI 1 | Mediocre software lets this very enjoyable speaker down
[TTTTT1 Majorsinexcitement, detailand power - a real entertainer
CLILIIT] Bestwirelessspeal
[T TTI T Greatstereoimaging, butwe’d like more refinementto gowith it
Il
[TTTTT1 Bestwirelessspeaker£300-£500, Awards 2014
EEEEEN
[TTTTT1 Awirelessspeakerthat’s lovelyto listen to
[T ! Anenjoyable-sounding speakerwith some unique looks
[TTTTT] Fussysetupissuesaside,thisisoneincredibly capable speaker
[CLILIIT1 Bestwirelessspeal
EEEEEN
[T 11 ! Versatileand fun desktop speakers
[CITT01
CITTl
Tl
Il
[CITT01
CITTl
Tl
[TTTTT1 Bestmulti-room system £500+, Awards 2014
[TTTTT]1 Ado-it-allspeakerwith superb sound quality
[T II 111 Aspeakerwithabigsoundand plenty of bass
CIITTT]

Loads of fun to listen to, the Boom is exciting, attractive and packed with features to boot

AirPlay

Bluetooth

Aux
Charging
Battery
(hwd, cm)

o
® .

Z  Dimensions
S

&

23x24x6

14x26x5

24x50x23

9x26x8

0x0x0

18x7x7

0x0x0

6.5x16x16

17x45x22

11x24x5

16x39x8

6x7x11

27x12x14

15x47x15

° 13x12x12

10x20x3

e o ®  10x20x4
e o e 13x13x14
e o e 7x19x5.5
e o ®  8x19x2.5
e o o 27x18x21
o . 14x34x17

16x12x12

e e 18x40x16
o o ® 7x19x7
e o o 19x25x9
o e 20x31x19
e o o o 14264
° e nfa
e 18x30x20
3 22x36x16
e o e 11x21x5
e o 17x31x10
e o o 14x46x33
e o 45x22x17
e o o 31x15x15
e o 24x16x22
e o o 22x30x18
e o e e 15x14x18
3 ®  26x12x12
e e o e 26x1212
e o 33x33x8
° 24x13x24
e o o 12x63x26
e o o 26x48x30
e o 16x11x14
o o 30.5x16x16
e e e 21x36x17
e o e 13x13x14
o o e nla
e o 14x40x19
e o nfa
. nfa
e o o nfa
e o 13x43x13
e o o 23x60x32
o o ® 16x6.5x6.5
wwwwhathifi.com 115
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Ear tips

In-line remote

Theshortlist

AKGY50

Awards 2014: Best portable on-ears upto £100
“Excelling in sound and style, the Y50s are a
promising start for AKG’s latest range.”

Product £
Upto £70

AKG K323XSi 50
AKG K451 50
Audio Technica ATH-CKS55i 45
Audio Technica ATH-T400 50
Apple EarPods 25
Beyerdynamic DTX101iE 65
Beyerdynamic DTX 501 p 60
Beyerdynamic DTX71iE 54
Etymotic Research MC5 57
GradoiGrado 49
Jays a-Jays Four 50
Jays t-Jays Two 67
JVCHA-ETR40 35

Ministry of Sound M0S003 30
Mix-Style inner headphones 30

MonsteriSport Strive 50
Panasonic RP-HTX7 35
Philips CitiScape Downtown 55
RHAMA-350 30
Sennheiser CX 300-11 30
Sennheiser CX281 35
Sennheiser CX495 35
Sennheiser HD 202 26
Sennheiser HD 218 40
Sennheiser MM 70i 50
Sennheiser PMX 685iSports 45
Sennheiser PX100-I1 40
Skullcandy Full Metal Jacket 65
Slick Distributions SD50 30
Sol Republic Relays 60
SoundMagicE10 35
SoundMagicE10S 40
SoundMagicPL30 30
SoundMagic PL50 50
Sony MDR-EX650AP 60
Soul Electronics Flex 50

Tested

08.14/FT
10.12/GT
08.12/GT
11.10/FT
01.13/FT
01.12/GT
03.15/GT
09.11/ST
01.12/GT
09.11/ST
12.11/F
09.11/ST
02.15/GT
12.11/GT
08.12/GT
02.15/GT
09.11/ST
10.12/ST
12.11/GT
09.10/GT
12.11/GT
08.12/GT
02.11/FT
11.09/FT
09.11/ST
02.15/GT
11.10/FT
07.10/FT
10.12/ST
02.15/GT
10.12/GT
11.14/GT
01.10/GT
02.10/FT
11.14/GT
02.15/GT

Most in-ears come with these. Experiment with size to get the best fit

Mostly for Apple devices, but Android-friendly units are increasing. Handy...

Verdict

[IITTT11
11111
oo
[N

Awards 2014: Best portable on-ears £100-£200
“Ifyou have just under £200 to spend on a
pair of portable on-ear headphones, this is

Philips MIMKII

a most worthy candidate.”

As good as you can reasonably expect at this price range

Best portable on-ears up to £100, Awards 2013

Bigon bass, these cans are no shrinking violets

Nicely balanced pairthat just lack the wow factor of the class leaders
Abigupgrade of Apple’s original earbuds, but there are betterrivals
Bestin-ears £40-£80, Awards 2013

Asuperb performance that’s let down by an indifferent build quality
Detailed and with supreme tone control

Alikeable sound for the money

Fabulous iPod upgrade: these are unbeatable at the price

The Jays combine looks and performance to alluring effect
Asure-fire winner for those who like their bass

An affordable in-ear that nails both comfort and sound

Tidy, well balanced and nicely made

Punchy, controlled and balanced

Stylish, sporty-looking buds with a fine sound

Best portable on-ears up to £50, Awards 2012

Fun, stylish and great to use on an everyday basis

Nicely made from quality materials, with impressive sound to match
Best in-ear headphones up to £50, Awards 2010

Enjoyable enough, buta touch quiet

Abrilliant upgrade bargain

Great sound for the money and a bargain buy

For closed-back cans, the Sennheisers are very good - but not the best
Nice features for the money

Modest looking in-ears but they have it where it counts despite the poor remote
Animprovement over the previous model, very good open-backed cans

An extremely likeable pair ofin-ear ‘phones

Features and price make it easy to forgive minor sonic flaws
Asatisfying, fuss-free pair of in-ears

Bestin-ears up to £40, Awards 2013

Best in-ears up to £50, Awards 2014

Great headphones that are held back by better value rivals
Comfyand smooth-sounding; great all-rounders

Best in-ears £50-£100, Awards 2014. Product of the Year

Performance surpasses expectations at this price, a great buy for fitness bods

Subscriptions 0844 848 8813 email: whathifi@servicehelpline.couk

116 wwwwhathificom

Beyerdynamic T51i

In-ear
On-ear

Type

Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed

Closed

Noise cancelling

Wireless

Awards 2014: Best portable on-ears £200-£300
“They’re easily some of the best portable on-
earheadphones we’ve heard at this price.”

Weight (g)

135

47

153

174

48

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com



HEADPHONES continued

Product

£70and above
AKG K3003i
AKG K370
AKG K450/HA450
AKG K545
AKG K550
AKG K551
AKG K812
AKG K845BT
AKGY845BT
AKG Q701
AKG Q460
AKGY50
Audeze LCD-3
Audio Technica ATH-AD700X
Audio Technica ATH-A900X LTD
Audio Technica ATH-CKX9iS
Audio Technica ATH-ES88
Audio Technica ATH-M50
Audio Technica ATH-M50x
Audio Technica ATH-W1000X
Audio Technica ATH-WS55i
Beyerdynamic DTX102iE
Beyerdynamic DX160 iE
Beyerdynamic Custom One Pro
Beyerdynamic DT830
Beyerdynamic DT990 Premium
Beyerdynamic MMX 101iE
BeyerdynamicT1
BeyerdynamicT50P
BeyerdynamicT51i
BeyerdynamicT51P
BeyerdynamicT70
Blackboxi10
Bose AE2w
Bose MIE2i
Bose QuietComfort 15
Bose QuietComfort 25
Bose Soundlink On-ear
B&WP3
B&WP5
B&W P5 Series 2
B&WP7
Denon AH-D600

1000
73
180
210
99
230
1100
250
110
250
140
80
1725
190
390
75
230
130
130
650
89
75
86
170
200
290
95
880
230
245
250
456
80
200
120
280
270
220
170
250
250
330
200

Tested

04.12/FT
12.10/GT
09.11/ST
12.13/FT
02.12/ST
02.13/GT
10.14/FT
02.14/GT
12.14/GT
09.14/ST
02.11/GT
09.14/FT
02.14/GT
04.14/GT
09.14/ST
01.14/GT
02.12/FT
02.13/GT
12.14/GT
07.10/FT
Aw.11/FT
08.14/FT
11.14/GT
10.13/GT
06.09/GT
09.14/ST
01.14/GT
11.10/FT
02.12/ST
Aw.14/FT
11.13/GT
1111/
12.10/GT
02.14/GT
09.11/ST
04.12/GT
AW.14/FT
01.15/GT
08.12/FT
11.13/GT
02.15/FT
09.14/ST
11.13/GT

Verdict

The best, and priciest, in-ears we’ve seen

Impressive forthe money

Headphones, Awards 2011. Products of the Year

Built to last but lacks refinement and likeability

Best home on-ears up to £150, Awards 2014

Smashingall-rounders that really sing

Itneeds a top-class system to shine but these cans sound heavenly. Highly recommended
Ifyou like your music clear and uncoloured, then these AKGs are definitely worth a listen
Both portable and comfortable, these cans could do with a bit of subtlety and refinement
Agreat, solid sounding set of cans. Comfy, too

More pros than cons, but still not complete

Best portable on-ears up to £100, Awards 2014. Product of the Year

Very expensive, but there’s little to compain about here. Even with that price
Huge headphones that offer an airy, open sound

Remarkably clear and spacious sounding pair of headphones

Easy on the ears and very comfortable, but they need a bit more refinement to be great
Appealingly eccentric cans

Immersive and refined: a great effort

They sound a little warm but these are fine headphones nonetheless

Best home on-ear headphones £500-£800, Awards 2010

An excellent pair of on-ears for the bass-loving iPhone-owner

There’s little to fault with a pair of in-ears that demand to be listened to
Astrong performer from Beyerdynamic with a smooth, weighty sound
Accomplished and easy to listen to. We like them

Comfortable and the sound is impressive

Impressive, ifa little lacking in dynamics

Bestin-ears £80-£150, Awards 2013

Best home on-ear headphones £800+, Awards 2010

Best portable on-ears £200+, Awards 2012

Best portable on-ears £200-£300, Awards 2014

Afine replacement for the T50ps, superbly entertaining

Undeniably capable, but don’t quite feel worth the money

Agreat set of noise-cancellers, with a good sound to boot

No aptX Bluetooth onboard, but still a very listenable pair of cans

Aperfect headphone meets microphone solution

Best noise-cancelling headphones, Awards 2013

Best noise-cancelling headphones, Awards 2014

Atalented pair of Bluetooth cans with impressive battery life

Stylish and sonically talented on-ear headphones

They look fantasticand sound just as good

Gorgeous looks and a stunning sound, these are a great upgrade on the P5s
Best portable on-ears, Awards 2013

Open and spacious. A crisper presentation would make this a five-star product

In-ear

On-ear

Type

Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Closed
Closed
Open
Closed
Closed
Open
Open
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed

Closed

Noise cancelling

Wireless

120

280

305

305

390

292

150

235

120

190

548

265

340

10

130

284

285

350

165

32

290

340

290

350

174

174

174

330

25

150

227

198

153

130

195

195

290

365

BUY NOW!

Mail Order Direct - 60 Day Home Trial - Cable Upgrade Scheme - Free Delivery (orders over £100 within Uk Mainland)

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com
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Headphones

HEADPHONES continued

Product

£70and above
Etymotic Research HF2
Focal Spirit Classic
Focal Spirit One
Focal Spirit One S

German Maestro GMP 8.35 D

Goldring NS-1000
GradoGR10
Grado GR8

Grado GS1000i
Grado PS1000
Grado SR125e
Grado SR325e
Grado SR325is
Grado SR60i
Grado SR80i
GradoiGi
Harman/Kardon CL
Jamo IN40i

Jamo wEAR IN20m
KEF M200

KEF M500

Klipsch Image One
Klipsch Image X7i
Klipsch Image X10i
Klipsch Mode M40
Klipsch S4i
Klipsch X11i
Logitech UE 9000

Lindy Premium Headphones

Martin Logan Mikros 70
Monster Beats Pro by Dre
NAD Viso HP50

NAD Viso HP20

Nocs NS400Titanium
Onkyo ES-HF300

Oppo PM-1
PanasonicRP-HC101
Parrot Zik

Phonak Audeo PFE 022
Phiaton MS300
Philips Fidelio L1
Philips Fidelio M1
Philips Fidelio M1MKII
Philips Fidelio M1BT
Philips Fidelio M2BT
Philips Fidelio S1
Philips Fidelio X1

PSB M4U1

PSB M4U2

Sennheiser CX880i
Sennheiser HD 380 Pro

Sennheiser HD25-1 |l Adidas

Sennheiser HD 558
Sennheiser HD 598
Sennheiser IE 8i
Sennheiser IE80
Sennheiser IE800
Sennheiser MM 400-X
Sennheiser MM 70s
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180
250
200
225
150
100
399
300
1000
1700
150
300
300
80
100
90
170
90
70
150
250
140
170
219
290
90
200
300

150
350
250
130
80
180
1100
82
300
80
150
230
125
180
250
185
70
200
219
300
90
110
190
130
190
260
270
600
150
70

Tested

08.09/FT
09.14/ST
04.12/FT
12.14/GT
10.12/ST
03.10/GT
09.11/ST
04.10/GT
10.09/GT
09.11/ST
12.14/GT
09.14/ST
09.11/ST
02.10/GT
04.14/GT
01.12/GT
09.12/FT
09.11/ST
06.11/FT
10.13/FT
11.13/GT
05.11/GT
04.13/GT
09.11/ST
02.13/FT
12.09/GT
11.14/GT
03.13/GT
09.11/ST
04.13/GT
09.11/ST
11.13/GT
11.14/GT
01.12/GT
10.13/GT
07.14/FT
04.12/GT
07.13/FT
03.11/GT
02.12/ST
05.12/FT
10.13/GT
12.14/FT
02.14/GT
01.15/GT
01.14/GT
04.14/GT
11.13/GT
10.12/ST
01.12/GT
02.10/GT
09.11/ST
04.14/GT
02.12/ST
03.11/GT
02.11/FT
09.13/FT
10.12/ST
01.14/GT

Verdict

The same money buys punchier cans, but not ones that fit as well
Needs more ‘oomph’ to challenge the best

Refined enough, but not the most exciting

Need a bit more clarity and sparkle to go with its lovely, balanced sound
Virtuallyindestructible sonic goodness

Sweet, powerful sounding noise-cancellers

Stunningly insightful and expressive

Precisely detailed and balanced, but they lack a certain richness

For sheer, sonic pleasure these cans are stunning

Undoubtedly one of the finest headphones money can buy

Open, spacious and sturdy. Great performance forthe money

Best home on-ears £150-£300, Awards 2014

Besthome on-ear headphones £150+Awards 2011

Hugely accomplished and built to last too

Best home on-ear headphones up to £150, Awards 2013

Classyand compact buds

Animpressive headphone debut for Harman/Kardon

Chunky and enjoyable buds

These quietJamos aren’t without charm

They don’t quite set the market alight, but they are worth an audition
Asmooth and refined effort from KEF. Needs a touch more excitement
Perfect forthose who enjoy a lot of bass

Klipsch has gone for energy and warmth with the X7is, and it’s an addictive combo
Bestin-ears £140+, Awards 2011

Klipsch’s first noise-cancelling headphones are excellent performers
These Klipschs are great all-rounders, with an exciting edge

Ifyou are serious about portables then these in-ears need to be on your shortlist
Could be more refined, but make up for this with bundles of energy
Ideal forthose unwilling to break the £100 barrier

Ifyou like your music to be presented with a matter-of-fact approach, these are just the job
Brilliant at what they do well

Apromising pair of cans from NAD, but the design lets them down
Timing could be tighter but these in-ears are an easy listen

Still great, but there’s better for the money

Apleasant listen, laid-back and amiable

Oppo’s first pair of headphones are a resounding success

Nice enough sound but average noise cancelling

High-tech headphones that deliver a good performance

Pacey, detailed, insightful and recommended

These over ears deserve careful consideration

Easy going and comfortable

Best portable on-ears £100-£200, Awards 2013

Best portable on-ears £100-£200, Awards 2014

Best wireless headphones, Awards 2013

Best wireless headphones, Awards 2014

Smartand non-invasive earphones. We quite like them

Another great set of headphones from Philips

Better than the M4U2? Close but no cigar

PSB’s first headphones are truly brilliant. Hear them now!

Great sounding in-ears, although there’s a hard edge

Still seriously good headphones, but rivals have caught up

Stylishly excellent all-rounders

Otherheadphones are more skilled but these cans have a silky smooth sound
Too well-mannered for our tastes

Enjoyable enough, but need a better tonal balance

Expensive, but a truly quality option

Best in-ears £300+, Awards 2014

Best wireless headphones, Awards 2012

An unassuming pair of earphones that are never less than engaging

In-ear

On-ear

Type

Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open
Closed
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed

Closed

Noise cancelling

Wireless

Weight (g)

310
225
180
220

183

312
500
363
330
330
125

200

208

138

320

356

378

225

299
453

nfa

240
395
79

352

140
272
166
166
500

190

430
340

362

220
140
260

270
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HEADPHONES continued

Product

Sennheiser Momentum

£
260

Sennheiser Momentum M2 IEi 90

Sennheiser Momentum On-ears 170

Sennheiser PXC310
Sennheiser RS 160
Sennheiser RS 180
Sennheiser Urbanite
SennheiserX 320
Shure SE425

Shure SE846

Shure SRH1540
Shure SRH1840

Sony MDR-1R
SonyXBA-2iP
SoundMagicHP100
thinksound ts02+mic
Ultrasone HFI-580
Ultrasone HFI-780
V-moda Crossfade M-80
V-moda Remix Remote

Ourrecommendations

Product

Upto £500
Denon CEOL Piccolo
Denon CEOLRCD-N8
Denon D-M39DAB
Onkyo CR-N755
Panasonic SC-PMX9DB
Pioneer X-HM70
Yamaha MCR-232
Yamaha R-N500

£500 and above
Aura Note Premier
Cabasse Stream3
Cambridge Audio Minx Xi
Cyrus Lyric09
HRT Stage

Linn Akurate Exakt/Akudorik

Linn Majik DSM
Marantz M-CR610
Mcintosh MXA70
Pioneer P1DAB
Ruark Audio R4i
Sony CMT-G2BNiP
TEACCR-H700DAB

200
115
185
150
70

200
950
430
500
210
130
150
90

125
160
160
70

Tested

11.13/GT
02.15/FT
10.13/GT
02.11/GT
05.10/GT
05.10/GT
12.14/GT
10.12/ST
04.13/GT
06.14/FT
10.14/FT
06.12/FT
02.13/GT
11.12/FT
02.12/FT
02.13/FT
11.10/GT
02.12/ST
10.12/ST
12.10/GT

Verdict
[TTITTT11

Stereosystems

This category includes a wide range of products including all-in-one packages where the speakers
are part of the system, through to micro systems where the electronics are housed separately
from the speakers. A streaming option is available on many newer systems.

260
350
310
300
450
350
300
350

1500
850
600
3000
1200
17500
2965
435
5995
550
599
500
550

Tested

03.13/FT
02.14/FT
12.13/GT
Aw.12/FT
12.13/GT
03.12/GT
12.13/GT
03.15/FT

05.10/FT
07.13/FT
01.14/FT
01.14/FT
08.14/FT
03.15/FT
02.13/FT
11.13/FT
02.15/FT
07.13/FT
07.11/FT
04.12/FT
10.11/GT

Verdict

[N EE
(EE NN

Best portable on-ears £200-300, Awards 2013

Easily one of best in-ear buds we’ve heard this year

Acomfortable pair of cans, just lacking a little presence in the mid-range
Perfect forawalk on the mild side

An exciting, affordable option but tiring over longer periods

These comfortable, wireless headphones justify their premium price
Stylish but not quite as expressive when it comes to sound

The best Xbox gaming headphones we’ve heard so far

Bestin-ears £150-£300, Awards 2014

The most capable in-ears we’ve heard

Best home on-ears £300+, Awards 2014

Not cheap, but worth every penny

Detailed and airy, but need more kick

Bestin-ears £120-£200, Awards 2012

Sparkling detail, spacious character

Eco-friendly buds provide a clear sound and a clearer conscience

Not class-leading, but still worthy of consideration

Bigand bold, and offer excitement in spades

Good-looking and great fun, with lots of bass

Smooth and enjoyable sounding buds

No matter what the source, the CEOL Piccolo will play all your musicin superb style

An attractive option ifyou’re looking fora compact system that does a bit of everything
Best music system up to £400, Awards 2014

Best networked micro system, Awards 2012

Well-featured but its laid-back sound makes ita solid buy

Not flawless, but gets much right

Harsh treble docks it a star but it’s an impressively compact micro system

Stacked with features, the R-N500 is good value for money

Afine soundingallin one system

Hardware is great but the app needs developing

Best music system £400-£800, Awards 2014. Product of the Year
Best music system £1500+, Awards 2014

Limited inputs and a low-rent feel, butjudged on sound alone and it’s fantastic
Ahighly capable package in which the Akurdorik speakers excel
Athoughtfully designed system and a pleasure to use

Best music system £400-£800, Awards 2013

An expensive but desirable system

Great sound fora sensible price

Best all-in-one music system, Awards 2012

Asolid performer in every respect

Great - but not a total all-rounder

(@)

In-ear

Streaming

On-ear

Internet Radio

DAB
M

“If you're after a do-it-all system that won't tax your ears (or bank account),

then the Sony CMT-G2BNiP should definitely be on your list”

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com
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Type

Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Closed

Closed

Noise cancelling

Analogue inputs

Wireless

Digitalinputs

115

226

204

260

280

Headphone out
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ALL-IN-ONE SYSTEMS

£ Surroundsystems
£ y
2 This category includes a wide variety of systems. Most include a disc drive and now tend to
(4 feature video and music streaming capabilities. The speakers supplied tend to either be small
% satellite designs, or towers that usually provide greater scale and sonic authority.
- L
° Product £ Tested Verdict 2235382
= Upto £500
: Panasonic SC-BTT460 350 06.13/FT LTI 1 | NoHDMlinputsbutstilla cracking system e o o 10 51
m Philips HTS5563 400 08.12/GT [T TIT1 Asuperbudgetsolution e o o 12 51
=" PioneerB(S-SC626 400 01.12/GT [ITTT11 | Greatfeatures, with tough competition - - 2 2 21
(") QAcoustics Q-TV2 150 11.09/FT [CTITT1 | Agreatwayof boosting poor sound onyourTV 10 21
G’ Samsung HT-E5530 450 08.12/GT [TTT11 ! Plentyofbangforyourbucks e o o 1 2 51
7))
g £500-£1000
v Harman-Kardon BDS-570 750 04.12/FT [CTITT1 | Compactand ultimately convenient e o o 23 51
: LG BH8220B 600 08.12/GT LTI 1 | Abitpricey, butagood performer e o o 12 51
: LG BH9520TW 600 11.12/FT LI 1 | Packedwith features butallittle pricey - - 12 91
° PanasonicSC-BTT590 500 08.12/GT [TTTTT1 Anexcellentall-in-one Blu-raysystem e o o 1 2 51
m Sony BDV-N7100W 600 09.13/FT [TTTTT1 Bestcinemasystem,Awards2013 e o o o 1 2 51
\ Sony BDV-N5200W 500 Aw.14/FT [TTTTT] Bestcinemasystem,Awards 2014 e o o o 1 2 51
L)
e
[(+] £1000 and above
a Harman-Kardon BDS 477 1100 01.13/FT CITITT1 | Ajackofalltrades that’s pretty good e o o 03 21
S
=
3 Woby) Soundbars/Soundbases
uo’ H One-box speaker systems that include amplification, and are a great alternative to a full-on home cin-
ema package if you don’t have much space. Soundbases have emerged as alternatives in the market,
a one-box unit that can sit beneath and support your television.
Theshortlist
Philips HTL5140 QAcoustics Media4 Yamaha YSP-2500
Awards 2014: Best soundbar up to £300 Awards 2014: Best soundbar £300 to £600 Awards 2014: Best soundbar £600+
S e i
£ E === 3 E
$EZsSss g¥
Product f Tested Verdict 5 adESS R 5E
Up to £2000
Arcam Solo bar 800 03.15/FT CITTT 01 | Anambitious soundbarthat doesn’t quite match the audio performance of its peers 41 13x100x11
Bowers & Wilkins Panorama2 1650 09.13/GT [T 11 Animprovementon theoriginal e 310 13x110x18
Cambridge Audio Minx TV 200 02.14/ST [TTTTT1 Asoundbasethatdeliversan exciting sound ata great price 010 8x43x38
Cambridge Audio TV2 200 AW.14/FT [TTTTT1 Bestsoundbaseupto£f300, Awards 2014 01 0 e 1253433
Cambridge Audio TV5 280 03.15/FT [TTTTT1 Biggerthan-andjustasgoodas - its smaller brother 01 0 o 10x7334
Canton DM 50 400 09.14/GT [T I T I T1 Withgorgeoussoundand looks,the DM 50 justifies its price 0011 6.5X54.5x30
CantonDM 75 450 AW.14/FT [TITTTT1 Bestsoundbase £300+, Awards 2014 001 1 e 77332
Canton DM 90.2 1100 09.13/GT [III01 | Thunderous sound but needs a bit more refinement e 0 2 2 15%90x30
Dali Kubik One 800 01.15/FT [TTTTT1 Dalsfirstsoundbaris another resounding success 0 2 0 e 159810
Focal Dimension 800 01.15/ST [T T T IT1 Aboldmovethatpaysoffhandsomely. Spectacular 110 12x116x12
Harman/Kardon SB30 800 07.12/FT [T 1 ! Agoodalternative to a full-on home cinema system e 0 1 1 o 10x116x8
JBLCinema Base 300 01.15/FT I | Deliversagood sound at an appealing price 010 10x60x40
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ALL-IN-ONE SYSTEMS

T (N
£_2£=55_ 25 e
TEa2z=2%% 2°¢
Product £ Tested Verdict ZEZE558 E2 c
Klipsch R-20B 700 02.15/FT [TII1 1 | Agoodsoundbarwitha powerful sound. Rivals edge it out on balance and detail, though e 0 1 0 e 10x1027 :
JBLCinema SB200 200 03.14/ST [T 1 1 Averygood single-bar solution to boostyour TV sound 010 12x90x10 n
JBLCinema SB 350 350 12.14/ST [T 01 | Stiff competition prevents this immersive sounding soundbar from getting five stars e 110 8x100%6 U
JBLCinema SB400 450 06.13/ST [T 11 | Agood-looking, capable alternative to TV speakers e 310 10x110x6 2
LGNB3520A 250 01.13/GT [TTTTTT Impressive qualityand authority fora soundbar e 020 8x100x5 (7))
LGNB3530A 190 03.14/ST [CTTT 11 Anadmirableand attractive soundbarfrom LG, butit’s up against fierce competition e 020 71X95x50 \
LGNB4530A 300 06.13/ST [TTTTT1 Bestsoundbarupto£400,Awards 2013 e 110 8x104x4 m
Libratone Diva 650 01.15/ST CIITTT | Connection issues aside, this is a strong one-box system with streaming options aplenty - 010 16x99x10 o
Maxell MXSP-SB3000 220 02.14/ST CITTT 011 Anenjoyable performerwith someimpressive features 311 8x94x39 §
Monitor Audio ASB-2 800 01.15/ST [ITIII 17 Stillgreatbutnew competition takes its toll - 3 1 1 e 101x19x17 n
Orbitsound M9 300 06.13/ST [CITITTT] Givenitssize, the M9 is an impressive performer e 010 9x30x10 U
Philips HTL5120 250 03.14/ST [ITITTTT1 Astonkingsoundbarforonly £250 210 15x10148 m
Philips HTL5140 270 12.14/FT [TTTTT1 Bestsoundbarupto£300,Awards 2014 e 110 5x105x7 m
Philips HTL9100 600 Aw.13/FT [T T T I 11 Bestsoundbar£400-£800, Awards 2013 e 21 1 7x103x16 m
Pioneer SBX-N700 250 12.14/GT [TTTTT1 Atalented subwooferwith an exhaustive feature set. And now with a price cut e e 020 9x90x12 m
Polk Audio N1 200 12.14/GT [CIIT01 | Asizeable soundbarwith an appealing sound 001 1 10x99x11 —
QAcoustics Media 4 400 08.14/FT [T T TTT1 Bestsoundbar£300-£600, Awards 2014.Product of the Year 0 1 0 e 11x14x100 z
Samsung HW-H550 310 12.14/ST [T IT 11 Asoundbarthatcombinesdecentdesignwith good performance e 110 6x94%6 0
Sandstrem S42SWLH13 150 03.14/ST LTI 11 ! Agreatlooking soundbarwith plentyof connections e 210 11X90x5 &
Sonos Playbar 600 01.15/ST [ITTTT1 Animpressive soundbarthat produces fantastic surround sound e 010 9X90x14 m
Sony HT-XT1 300 09.14/GT LTI 1 | Packsapunch butrivals are more insightful 310 7X72x31 (7))
Tannoy BaseStation One 350 09.14/GT [T IT 11 Tannoy'sfirstsoundbase maynotbe a class-leader, butit has a great sound 10 e 12x64x36 m
Toshiba SB3950M1 190 12.14/ST LTI 11 1 Nailsthebasics of sound quality and user-friendliness e 2 1 0 e 9%90x6 ~
Yamaha YAS-201 350 06.13/ST I | Averygood soundbar but not worthy of being a class-leader e 321 14x43x35 é
Yamaha YSP-1400 400 05.14/GT [TTTTT1 Bringsbigsoundtoasmallerbudget 01 1 e 10x100x13 L
YamahaYSP-2200 800 10.11/GT [T T T I T Bestsoundbar,Awards2012 e 3 2 1 9x89x12 m
YamahaYSP-2500 800 01.15/ST [T I TTT11 Bestsoundbar£f6oo+,Awards 2014 e 1 2 1 e 7X9xl4
Mediaservers
These have hard drives built in. Go for the largest storage possible as
that leaves room for future expansion of your music and video library.
EEEE£55E%2: 5= 8
Product £ Tested Verdict FE 25858288985 &5 2
Upto £3000
Lacie Lacinema Classic HD 190 04.10/GT [TTTTT1 AsgoodasAppleTV,thisneedsto be auditioned 1M 1100 00 3 2%/92 e
Microsoft Xbox 360 (250GB) 200 01.11/FT [T 11 ! Nowanappealingmediahubaswell 25068 1 1 0 0 0 0 3 o 16/48 e
Netgear EVA9000 190 04.10/GT [T 01 | Needsbettersoundand Apple TV-like usability 5008 1 1 1 0 0 0 2 e 2492 e
Olive 4HD 2150 02.10/FT [T I T T Thisis21st-century hi-fiatits best 2B 1 11 0 0 1 1 e 24192
Raumfeld 3Raumfeld 1680 Aw.10/FT [TTTTT1 Afabulousproductto makeSonos sweat 16068 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 e 249
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NETWORK SYSTEMS

Mediastreamers

These access the music or video files you have stored on your network.
Check for file compatibility and decent control apps that improve usability.

Media streamers

Theshortlist
Bluesound Node Cambridge Audio Stream Magic6 V2 Naim UnitiQute2
Awards 2014: Best streamer up to £600 Awards 2014: Best streamer £600-£1000 Awards 2014: Best music system £800-£1500
522 _E = w Sa

Product £ Tested Verdict 2582888s &5
Upto £500
Amazon Fire TV 80 01.15/FT [CIITT1 | Agreatstreaming media player... ifyou’re an Amazon customer 11 00 00 o 16/48 o
AppleTV 80 03.15/GT LTI 1 | Alimitedbutlikeable streamerfrom Apple 11000 00 e 16/48 e
Bluesound Node 400 Aw.14/FT LITTT T Beststreamerupto£f6oo, Awards 2014 00000 0 1 e 24192
Google Chromecast 30 03.15/GT [TTTTT1 Aneatandeffective media streamerthat’s an absolute bargain 10000 00 o 16/48 e
Now TV 10 03.15/GT [CITTT11 I Stilloffers greatvalue formoney but rivals have the edge over it 10000 00 o 16/48 e
Pure Jongo T2 130 11.13/FT LTI 11 | CheaperthanSonos butcomeswith afew niggles 00000 00 e 1648
QED uPlay Stream 150 03.14/FT [TIT1 1 | Ahandydevice that boasts decent sound and good features 00000 00 e 2419
Roku 2 XS 100 06.12/GT LTI 1 | Afamilyfriendlystreamer 10000 0 1 e 16/48
Roku 3 100 03.15/GT [T T Expensive, butgood features and speedy operation make this awinner 10000 0 1 o 16/48 e
Roku Streaming Stick 40 03.15/GT LTI 11 | Notthesmoothest streaming stickaround, but Roku’s effort is a great try 1000 0 0 0 o 16/48
Sonos Play 3 259 12.11/ST [TITTTT1 Acrackinglittle performer 00000 0 0 e 16/441
Sonos Play 5 349 12.11/ST [TTTTT] Anidealone-boxnetwork player 00000 00 e 16/441
£500-£1000
Bluesound Powernode 600 10.14/FT [TTTTT1 Asuperbwayforhi-fifans and audiophiles to get their high-res kicks 00000 00 e 2419
Camb. Audio Stream Magic 6 700 08.12/FT [T T I T Beststreamer£600-£1000,Awards 2013 001101 1 1 e 24/%
Camb.Audio Stream Magic 6V2 700 Aw.14/FT [T TT 11 Beststreamer£600-£1000, Awards 2014. Product of the Year 001101 1 1 e 2%
PioneerN-50A 500 03.15/FT [T T I I 11 TheexcellentN-50 again, this time better than ever 001101 1 1 e 24192
Rotel RT-09 650 04.11/FT [T 1 | Doesalotbutnotallofittothe standard we’d like 00110 1 1 1 e 24192
£1000 and above
Bryston BDP-1 2350 06.11/FT CITITT1 | Atrue hi-fimedia player 001101 03 24/192
Cyrus Stream Xa 1250 Aw.14/FT [TTTTT1 Beststreamer£f1000-£1500, Awards 2014 00102 3 1 e 2419
Cyrus Stream XP 2000 12.11/ST [T I T Beststreamer£1000-£2500,Awards 2011 0010 2 3 1 e 24192
Cyrus Streamline 1600 08.11/GT [TITTT] Beststreamingsystem up to £2000, Awards 2011 00 102 3 1 e 219
Cyrus Stream XP2-Qx 2010 Aw.12/FT [TTTTT1 Beststreamingsystem £1500+, Awards 2014 00102 3 1 e 2419
Linn Kiko 2500 10.12/FT [TTTTT] Bestmusicsystem£1500+,Awards 2013 100 4 1 0 0 e 24192
Linn Majik DS-I 2500 02.10/FT LCITTT1 11 Givesaglimpseofthe music-streaming future 111 41 10 e 24192
Naim NAC-N172XS 1650 Aw.12/FT [T TTIT1 Beststreamer£1000-£2000,Awards 2013 0200 2 2 1 e 2419
Naim ND5 XS 1950 01.12/ST [TTTTT1 Athrillinglymusical musicstreamer 001100 01 e 24192
Naim NDS/555PS 12620 12.12/FT [TTTTT1 Engagingsound, bagsof detailand manyfeatures 00100 0 1 e 24192
Naim NDX 2995 07.11/FT [T T TIT1 Beststreamer£2500+,Awards 2011 001100 1 1 e 2419
NaimUniti 2670 12.11/ST [T I T Beststreamingsystem £2000+, Awards 2011 0000 3 2 1 e 24192
NaimUniti 2 2795 11.12/FT [TTTTT1 Uniticontinues tolead the market at this price 0000 3 2 1 e 24192
Naim UnitiLite 1650 12.12/FT [TTTTTI1 UnitiLitehits the streaming sweet spot 0000 3 2 1 e 2419
Naim UnitiQute 2 1195 09.13/FT LITTTT1 Bestmusicsystem£800-£1500, Awards 2014 00102 2 1 e 3219
Pixel Magic Lumin 5000 02.14/FT LTI 1 | Afineplayerthatleads the field in terms of file compatibility 10100 0 2 24/192
Sony HAP-Z1ES 2000 02.14/FT [TITTTT1 Asmartlydesigned, superb-sounding piece of hi-fi 00000 00 e 2419

Subscriptions 0844 848 8813 email: whathifi@servicehelpline.couk
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DIGITAL TV BOXES|MUSIC/VIDEO PLAYERS

7
Set-topboxes )
(2
Freeview Large choice of digital TV channels via a rooftop aerial =g
Freesat Much like Freeview, but takes signal from a satellite dish .g
Subscription Services from Sky and Virgin give a vast array of premium content o
s, I
E : 2=%
£7.528385: A
Product £ Tested Verdict EEFESEEERS (7]
Up to £500 S—
EquinuxTizi 150 03.11/FT LTI 1 | Wifi Freeview foryouriPad, iPhone oriPod Touch . 1 nfa 0 v
Humax DTRT2000 200 11.14/FT [TTTTT1 Besth HD recorder, Awards 2014 . e 2 50 1 e o
Humax DTRT1010 (500GB) 230 Aw.13/FT [T T Best Freeview HD recorder, Awards 2013 e 2 500 1 ;
HumaxHD-FOXT2 100 07.10/GT [T T T T BestFreeviewHD receiver, Awards 2011 . 1 nfa 1 m
Humax HDR-1000S (500GB) 220 01.13/FT [T T T T T BestFreesatrecorder, Awards 2013 . 2 500 1 u
Icecrypt 72400 (2TB) 330 01.12/FT [T 1 | Loadsofstorage, but could dowith more features . 2 2B 1 a
Samsung STB-E7500 270 09.12/FT [T Oneofthebest, mostflexible, Freeview HDTV recorders . 2 500 1 e
Sky+HD 1B 249 Aw.12/GT [TTTTT1 Settopboxes,Awards2012 . 2 1B 1 5
Sky+HD 2TB 250 Aw.13/FT [TTTTT1 Bestsubscriptionservice, Awards2014. Product of the Year . 2 1B 1 :
Sony SVR-HDT1000 300 12.11/GT LTI Oneto appeal to the 'biggeris better’ crowd . 2 1B 1 g.
Virgin Media TiVo 200 06.11/FT [T I T TT1 Bestcablerecorder,Awards2011 - 3 18 1 e ﬂ
ortablemusicplayers )
Portabl play
<
A category of products that has been put under increasing pressure by the rise of the ubiquitous 2
smartphone. At the most basic level it will be a standard music player that can be used in the gym. 0
Higher-end machines will add video, internet browsing and apps as well.
S . 8% ..
T 2 g & 2E
§ = £ =2 55
Product £ Tested Verdict § & § § £
Upto £1000
Astell & Kern AK100 MkIl 700 04.14/GT CIIT0T | Afewdesignissues maraverytalented performer 25 320x240 32 79x59x15
AppleiPod Nano 16GB (2012) 130 01.13/FT [TTTTT1 Asimple,attractive, music-playing wonder 25 240x240 16 77x40x5
Apple iPod Shuffle 2GB 40 12.11/GT [TTTTT1 Simpleandbrilliantly effective nfa nfa 2 30x30x10
AppleiPod Touch 64GB (2012) 330 12.12/FT [T I T I T1 BestiPodTouch sofar, butit’s fast becoming niche 4 1136x640 64 e  123x59%6
CowonZ2 200 Aw.12/FT [CTTT 11 | Agreatmusicplayerwith good sound and flexible storage 3.7 800x480 16 e 116x63x12
Fii0X5 290 08.14/GT CITT01 | Abulkydesign gives way to a strong, if not outstanding music player 24 400X360  nfa 114x68x16
iBasso DX50 200 08.14/GT [TITI1 ! Enjoyableandaffordable. Howeverit’s not the last word in sound quality 1 9696 8 60x40x20
SanDisk Sansa Clip+ 8GB 40 12.11/GT [LTTTT1 AworthyApplealternative 2 320x240 8 10x64x17
Sony NWZ-A15 170 12.14/FT LI | Agood place tostartifyou’re looking to get into hi-res 22 320x240 16 109x44x9
Sony NWZ-ZX1 550 04.14/GT LTI | Aseriouslyimpressive first attempt at a premium high-res audio player 4 85Ax480 128 e 123x61x16

Top tips: Hi-fi hints

Don't dismiss four-star kit

Useyour ears for cable Blu-Tack - very handy

management

In this buying guide we only include When conducting our preliminary

Fed up with hearing your footsteps
and the rustle of your clothes through
your earbuds? Try running the cable
over the top of your ear before
putting the earphone in.

Some models won't fit like this, but
most will and many, such as the Shure
SE425s, are designed specifically to
do so. That way you'll significantly
reduce the amount of noise carried
up the cable.

kit rated four stars or higher, but that
doesn't mean you should always go
for the highest-rated option.

Your specific needs, whether it's the
scale and dynamism required for
classical music or the low-end control
that DJs demand, might be better met
by a four-star amp than a five-star
rival. Remember, settle on what your
priorities are, and audition equipment
whenever you can.

Dolby Atmos tests, we used
Blu-Tack to keep our speakers in
place and at the right angle. For
small speakers they're particularly
useful, so while such speakers
might seem perfect for shelf-
mounting as they are, they rarely
sound at their best that way. You
can make big improvements by
mounting them rigidly with a blob
of Blu-Tack under each corner.

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com
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MUSIC/VIDEO PLAYERS

(7]
o Tablets
2 Android Offers great flexibility and innovation
|Lu Apple i0S Fantastic ease of use; massive choice of quality apps
Windows New kid on the block. Watch this space
Theshortlist
AppleiPad Air2 Sony XperiaZ3 Tablet Compact AppleiPad mini3
“Apple has done it again. This is the iPad to | “The Sony Xperia Z3 Tablet Compact is an “The iPad mini 3 is as strong in video and
beat all iPads, and is still the best tablet excellent addition to the Z3 family, offering audio as ever, and packs a level of design
on the market.” a great video experience, a superb way with and performance you can’t argue with.”
music and a startlingly good battery life.”

Product f Tested Verdict 8 Eg § g § EE
Upto £600

AmazonKindleFireHD16GB 160 04.13/GT  Hkk*k A great option for those looking for a user-friendly tablet Android @ 7 1280x800  16/32  193x137x10
Amazon Kindle Fire HDX 7 200 01.14/FT 2 2.8, 8¢ An excellent tablet but Android fans might find it a little restrictive Android @ 7 1920x1200 16/32/64 186x128x9
Amazon Kindle Fire HDX 8.9 330 01.15/GT % ¥k k Astrong performer but the Kindle Fire still feels a little restrictive Android @ 89  2560x1600 16/32/64 231x158x8
Asus VivoTab ME400 400 04.13/GT b 8. 2.8.¢ Aconvincing rival to the Microsoft Surface in the Windows 8 space Windows8 @ 101 1366x768  32/64  263x171x10
Apple iPad Mini 64GB Wi-Fi 430 04.13/GT ok hhk Apple hits the bullseye. Again i0s ® 79 1024x768 16/32/64 200x135x7
Apple iPad Mini/Retinadisplay 320 01.14/ST 2 2.8.2.0.9 An absolutely superb tablet that shows its rivals how it’s done i0S ® 7.9 2048x1536 16/32/64 200x135x7
Apple iPad mini 3 320 01.15/GT 2. 8.8.8.9.4 Little in the way of updates, but it’s still the 8in tablet to be reckoned with ios ® 7.9 2048x1536 16/64/128 200x135x7
AppleiPad 4 16GB Wi-Fi 400 04.13/GT Sk hkhkk Besttablet over 8in, Awards 2013 i0s ® 97 2048x1536 16/32/64 240x190x9
AppleiPad Air 400 01.14/FT %k ok ok Best tablet over 8in, Awards 2014. Product of the Year i0S ® 97 2048x1536 16/32/64 240x170x8
AppleiPad Air 2 400 12.14/FT 2 2.8.2.0.9 An excellent tablet with an unrivalled user experience i0$ ® 97 2048x1536 16/64/128 240x170x6
Asus Eee Pad Transformer Prime 500 07.12/FT 2 8.8.8.9.4 Aslimand smart tablet that we love Android ® 101 1280x800  16/32  181x263x8
AsusTransformer Pad Infinity ~ 600 04.13/GT  dkkk Avery capable iPad alternative and one of the best android tablets Android 101 1900x1200  32/64  263x181x9
Blackberry PlayBook 16GB 400 09.11/GT  Skk*k There’s plenty on offer here, but lacks apps QX ® 7 1024x600 16/32/64 130x194x10
Google Nexus 7 160 04.13/GT %k ok ok Best tablet up to £300, Awards 2012 Android @ 7 1280x800  16/32  199x120x11
Google Nexus 7 (2013) 200 10.14/GT Sk kK Best tablet up to 8in, Awards 2014 Android @ 7 1920x1200  16/32  200x114x9
Google Nexus 10 319 01.13/FT 2. 8.8.8.9.9 Great performance and price: a real iPad-botherer Android @ 10 2560x1060  16/32  264x178x9
LG G Pad 260 01.14/ST b 8. 2.8.¢ Looks the part but struggles against its price rivals Android @ 83 1920x1200 16 216x127x8
Samsung Galaxy Note 10.1 450 02.14/FT 2 2.8.8.1 Agreatscreen that’s let down by a cluttered interface Android ® 101 2500x1600 16/32/64 171x243x8
Samsung GalaxyTab27.0 160 04.13/GT 2. 2.8, 8.9 Find it for the right price and it’s a capable all-rounder Android ® 7 1024x600 816  190x120x10
Samsung GalaxyTab S 8.4 320 01.15/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ The best tablet we’ve tested from Samsung so far Android ® 84 2560x1600  16/32  213x126x7
Sony XperiaTabletS 330 04.13/FT 22,221 Plenty of potential, but there are niggles Android ® 94 1280800  16/32  240x170x10
Sony Xperia Tablet Z 399 06.13/FT o kok ok Sony fans will love it, but there are tablets out there for less money Android 101 19201200  16/32  172x266x69
Sony XperiaTablet Z2 400 08.14/FT e kok ok Another solid effort, but doesn’t do quite enough against the iPad Android ® 101 1920x1200 1632  172x266x64
Sony XperiaZ3 Tablet Compact 330 08.14/FT 2 2.2.8.8.1 Asuperb tablet that’s terrificwith musicand video Android @ @ 8  1920x1200 1632  213x124x6
Tesco Hudl2 130 01.15/FT b 8. 2.8.¢ There’s little to grumble about at this price, a nifty budget tablet Android 83 1920x1200 16 128x224x9

Thingsto consider: Smartphones

How much willyour phone cost you?

When it comes to smartphones, we don't quote prices in
the Buyers Guide because the sheer number of service
providers and packages means they vary hugely.

Even so, phones such as the Oppo N1and Nexus 5 will
be significantly cheaper than any of the others, whether
you're on pay-as-you-go, contract or buying outright.

124 wwwwhathifi.com

Which operating systemis right for you?
Your use of apps is key here. Apple’s iOS has always
led the way to date because of the sheer number
of apps available, but the choice and variety on
Android is now almost as good. Windows is still

playing catch-up in this respect but You can buy the Oppo N1

Windows 10 could change things.

for £289 sim-free. Phones

such as Apple’s iPhone 6

will cost alot more

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com



SMARTPHONES

(7))
Smartphones 3
Android Offers great flexibility and innovation 2
Apple i0S Fantastic ease of use; massive choice of quality apps (= 3
Windows New kid on the block. Watch this space g_
Theshortlist g
3
AppleiPhone 6 Sony XperiaZ3 Samsung Galaxy Note 4
Awards 2014: Best phone up to 5in Awards 2014: Best phone 5in+ 12.14 Group Test %k %k
“It’s fair to say we’re quite taken with the “It takes everything we loved from the Z2 “Yes it’s big, but if you’re interested in it,
iPhone 6. While it might not break any new and makes it better, while refining the bits you already know that. What you need to
ground when it comes to specification, its we didn’t like so much in the process. The know is that it’s worth every single inch of
performance is one that’s hard to fault.” Xperia Z3 is the Sony smartphone we’ve your pocket space.”
been waiting for.” _
Product Tested Verdict 8 Eg § g g 2
AppleiPhone 55 AW.I3/FT dokokokok Best smartphone, Awards 2013 i0s ® 40 1136x640  16/32/64 124x59x8
AppleiPhone 6 AW.I4/FT  Yokokokok Best phone up to 5in, Awards 2014. Product of the Year 0S @ @ 47 1336750 16/32/128 138x67x7
AppleiPhone 6 Plus 12.14/GT 2. 2.0.8.1 Abig-screen phone from Apple, but the sound disappoints 0S ® ® 55 1920x1080 16/64/128 158x78x7
Google Nexus 5 07.14/GT Fk ok ok Adecentall-rounder but new rivals have bettered it Android ® 495 1920x1080  16/32  138x69x9
Google Nexus 6 03.15/FT ok Kok Acompelling phone but biggerisn’t necessarily better with the Nexus 6 Android ® 596 1440x2560  32/64  160x83x10
HTCOne 07.13/GT ek k ok Sets the bar high for smartphonesin 2013 Android ® 47 1080x1920 32 137x68x9
HTC One (M8) 07.14/GT  Hkkk*k Improves considerably on is predecessor. Does very little wrong Android @ @ 5 1920x1080 32 146x71x9
HTCOne Max 05.14/ST 2. 2.8.8.1 Afine performer but could make better use of its bigger screen Andoid ® @ 59 1920x1080  16/32  165x82x10
HTCOne X+ 01.13/ST ok Kok Well worth considering: good for musicand a joyto use Android 47 1280x720  32/64  134x70x9
HTCOneXL 03.13/FT b 8. 2.8.¢ Great for mobile media fans but its poor battery life just takes the edge offit - Android ® 47 1280x720 32 1357009
HTC8S 07.13/GT F ok k ok Capable and fun, if feature-light Windows ® 47  800x480 4 121x63x10
LG Optimus 4XHD 01.13/ST ok k ok Not outstanding, but a worthy alternative to the best Android 47 1280x720 16 132x68x9
LG Optimus L5 11 07.13/GT %k k*k Nota thrilling phone but the user experience is good Android 40 800x433 4 118462x9
LGG2 07.14/GT ok k ok Alittle outdated but stillaworthy contender Andoid ® @ 52 1920x1080  16/32  139x71x9
LGG3 12.14/FT F ko k Still an excellent phone even if newcomers have bettered it Android @ @ 5.5  1440x2560  16/32  146x75x9
LG GFlex 05.14/FT ok k ok All the pros of the G2, but with a low-res screen Android ® @ 6  1280x720 32 161x82x8
Motorola Moto X (2014) 12.14/GT 2. 8. 8.8.8.4 Little in the way of flashy features but one of the best phones 0f 2014 Andoid @ @ 52 1920x1080  16/32  141x72x10
Nokia Lumia 920 07.13/GT R 8.2.8.¢ Apromising start for Nokia’s flapship Windows ® 45 1280x768 32 130x71x11
Nokia Lumia 925 09.13/FT F ko k The best Windows Phone yet Windows ® 45 1280x768  16/32  129x71x9
Nokia Lumia 930 11.14/FT ok k ok We’d like more apps but this is (again) the best Windows effort we’ve seen  windows ® ® 5 1920x1080 32 137x71x10
Nokia Lumia 1520 05.14/ST 2. 2.8.2.1 Apps still disappoint but this is the best Windows Phone yet Windows ® @ 6  1920x1080 32 163x85x9
OppoN1 05.14/ST 2. 2.8.2.4 Quirky and flexible, this is a great effort from a promising brand Android @ @ 59 1920x1080  16/32  171x83x9
Samsung Galaxy Note 07.12/ST 2 2.8.8.1 Ahybrid between a smart phone and a tablet Android 529 1280x800  16/32  147x83x10
Samsung Galaxy Note Il 01.13/ST 2. 2.0.8.1 Massive screen, massive battery, very tempting Android 5.55  1280x720  16/32/64 151x81x9
Samsung Galaxy Note lll 05.14/ST 2.2.8.8.8.¢ The original phablet, updated and still the best Andoid @ @ 57 1920x1080 32 151x80x8
Samsung Galaxy Note 4 12.14/GT  Skkhhk The fourth iteration of the Galaxy Note and it’s the best one yet Android @ @ 57 1440x2560 1632  154x79x9
Samsung GalaxyS|I 01.12/GT %k k*k Still great but upped by the new kids on the block Android 43 800x480  16/32/64 125x66x8
Samsung Galaxy S 1l 08.12/FT Yook ok ok Best smartphone, Awards 2012 Android 48 1280x720  16/32  137x71x9
Samsung Galaxy S4 07.13/GT ok Kok Betterthan its predecessor but not as good as its rivals Andoid @ @ 50 1920x1080 16/32/64 137x70x8
Samsung Galaxy S5 07.14/GT %k k*k Animprovement on the S4, but not radical enough Android @ @ 51 1920x1080  16/32  142x73x8
Sony XperiaT 01.13/ST 2 2.0.8.1 Astrong all-rounder for musicand movie lovers Android 455 1280720 16 129x67x9
Sony XperiaZ 07.13/GT Yook ok ok Atriumph for Sony - one capable of taking the fight to Google Andoid ® @ 5 1920x1080 16  139x71x8
Sony XperiaZ1 03.14/FT ¥ Fokok ok Sony fans will love it, a speedy, sleek and impressive smartphone Andoid ® @ 5 1920x1080 16 144x74x9
Sony XperiaZ2 07.14/GT  Skokkkk The phone to beat in 2014. Outstanding Android @ @ 52 1920x1080 16  147x73x8
Sony XperiaZ3 12.14/GT e kok ok Best phone 5in+, Awards 2014 Andoid @ @ 52 1920x1080 16  146x72x7
Need more info? Go to whathificom wwwwhathificom 125



ADVERTISEMENT

Recorded music 1s at
a crossroads

The format in which you listen to your music could be undermining the quality of your hi-fi system

For those of us that
consider themselves a
music lover, albeit to
different degrees, we are
part of a very fortunate
generation. We now
have access to an ever-
growing wealth of
recorded music of
extraordinary range and
depth, effectively
accumulated over the
last 60 years. With the
introduction of the
microgroove LP record
in the early 1950's,
playback quality took a
quantum leap forward
and this also coincided
with a far higher
standard of recording
techniques. Although
further improvements
have been made over
the years, this was a
watershed time that first
introduced hi-fi as a
reality.

We now have literally

millions of recorded

music tracks available

to us in all genres and many different
formats. One trend over recent years,
however, has been to deliberately
downgrade the quality in order to offer
quantity. The main culprits have been
MP3 and AAC formats which were
designed as a low cost form of delivery
when download speeds were slow and
computer chip memory was expensive.
Neither now applies and both formats
should be consigned to history.

Quality vs quantity

Let us explain. The maximum resolution
from MP3 and AAC file formats, which
are both highly compressed, is 320 kbps
(kilobytes per second) which compares
with CD quality of 1411 kbps. This
means the resolution quality is less than

a quarter of that provided by a standard
CD. However, most MP3 or AAC files are
downloaded over the internet and the
most used download resolution is 128
kbps, which is around one-eleventh of CD
quality. This should ring alarm bells. If you
are only playing back these tracks on an
iPod or mobile phone with a pair of ear-
buds, the quality may be irrelevant to you.
But if these tracks are your primary source
of music, perhaps with an iPod dock into
a decent hi-fi system, you are only making
a very poor quality sound louder.
Information is irretrievably lost and the full
dynamic range is lacking. The quality will
be very poor in contrast with a full
resolution version even if you are
completely unaware of the loss you are
inflicting upon yourself. This can even
affect the type of music listened to

as most classical
recordings downloaded
as an MP3 or AAC file
will have so much
information  missing,
and all the complexities
of the music lost, with
the end result that the
recording is reduced to
just the essence of a
tune.

What is the
future of
recorded
music?

There are now positive
signs for the future of
recorded music.
Audiophiles, or hi-fi
connoisseurs, have
been very important to
the music industry as
they are generally avid
music lovers who aim to
maximise their
enjoyment by listening
to music at its best
quality level, which
means the play-back of great recordings
through hi-end hi-fi to achieve the most
outstanding results. Without them, a main
driver for quality would probably be
removed from the music industry. They
have always sought out quality but there
iS now an increasing awareness among
the wider public of the serious
deficiencies of the highly compressed
formats. Full resolution audio streaming,
as well as CD quality downloads, are
already available and will surely become
the eventual norm with this greater
awareness of the tremendous quality
benefit. Consumers will vote through their
purchases and will seek out higher
resolution recordings. Look at Qobuz for
a new high-profile entry into this field who
offer CD quality (16 bit/44.1 kHz FLAC)
streaming for over 15 million tracks.



The benefits of using
a specialist dealer

Specialist hi-fi dealers are also a
significant driver for maintaining high
quality in the music industry. Hi-end hi-fi
very soon exposes poor quality
recordings and specialist hi-fi dealers are
constantly assessing the relative merits
of different brands from manufacturers
for potential stocking. With specialist
hi-fi dealers, achieving the best system
performance and seeking out the most
outstanding combinations is almost
invariably both their hobby and
their livelihood. Without them, hi-fi
manufacturers and potential customers
would have to rely on the opinion of
magazine reviewers to assess levels of
performance — a notoriously unreliable
decision making process. For specialist
hi-fi dealers, their relationship with
audiophiles and hi-fi connoisseurs is also
crucial to them for, if they are to stay in
business, they must satisfy the most
discerning customers in the industry.
The reality is that audiophiles and
specialist hi-fi retailers (and the ones
listed on this page represent the UK'’s
finest) are essential to each other.

Specialist dealers know how to choose
the products that combine as a superb
system and how to get the best out of it
by expert installation in the home. They
also appreciate how exciting and
involving music can be and how it can
deliver a powerful emotional experience.
If there’s a price premium over an internet
purchase by choosing a specialist
dealer, it's probably a small one, but it's
unquestionably worth the difference.

...there is now an

increasing awareness
among the wider public of the
serious deficiencies of the
highly compressed formats.
Full resolution audio
streaming, as well as CD
quality downloads, are already
available and will surely
become the
eventual norm.

Listed below is our selection of THE BEST HI-FI DEALERS IN THE UK.
They have been chosen because they are known to do an excellent job in

guiding customers towards hi-fi that will give years of musical enjoyment
and total satisfaction.

Our Top 20 UK Hi-Fi Dealers

40 High Street.
t: 01233 624441
www.soundcrafthifi.com

216 Moulsham Street.
t: 01245 265245
www.rayleighhifi.com

9 High Street,
Hampton Wick.

t: 020 8943 3530
www.infidelity.co.uk

36 Queen Street.
t: 01628 633995
www.audiovenue.com

85-91 Ber Street.
t: 01603 627134
www.martinshifi.co.uk

44a High Street.
t: 01268 779762
www.rayleighhifi.com

132/4 London Road.
t: 01702 435255
www.rayleighhifi.com

27 Bond Street.
t: 020 8567 8703
www.audiovenue.com

190a New North Road.
t: 020 7226 5500
www.grahams.co.uk

61/63 Webbs Road.
t: 020 7924 2040
www.oandlhifi.co.uk

14 Broad Street.
t: 01225 333310
www.audience.org.uk

97 Sidwell Street.
t: 01392 491194
www.gullifordhifi.co.uk

3 Church Lane.
t: 01295 272158
www.overture.co.uk

163 Spon Street.
t: 024 7652 5200
www.frankharvey.co.uk

8 Brook Park,
Gaddesby Lane.

1: 0333 200 4475
www.cymbiosis.com

17 Hoole Road.
1: 01244 344227
www.acoustica.co.uk

7-11 Park Lane.
t: 0191 477 4167
www.lintone.co.uk

Savile Street, Hull
t: 01482 891375
www.theaudioroom.co.uk

2 Gillygate.
1: 01904 627108
www.soundorg.co.uk

5 Monnow Bridge.
t: 01600 716362
www.ceritech-audio.co.uk

Visit www.top20uk.com

QUALITY

A

SPECIALIST ASSURED
HI-FI DEALERS

STAR QUALITIES

VALUE FOR MONEY ...
SERVICE ..,
FACILITIES ..o

VERDICT .o



ACCESSORIES

HDMI cables

Digital cables that carry both picture and sound. These carry control signals
as well, so they can integrate the operation of components in your system.

Ourrecommendations

HDMI cables

®o =

Product £ Tested Verdict 338 2
Up to £80
Audioquest Pearl 23 06.11/FT [T T T T 11 BestHDMIcable, Awards 2012 114
Cambridge Audio 500 (5m) 69 06.10/GT LTI 1| Aperfectlyacceptable cable forthe money 5 13
Kimber Kable HD-09 73 03.09/GT LTI 1 | Picture qualityis up with the bestand it creates a wide sound field 2 13
PhilexThor HDMI/DVI kit 60 09.06/FT [T T1 Averydecentcablefornotmuch cash-you can’treally go wrong 5 13
QED HDMI-P 50 11.08/FT [TTTT T Thisawardwinning cablejustgot better 1013
QED Performance HDMI 70 03.09/GT [T T I 11 Capableperformer-finelybalanced sound and a wonderfully rendered picture 3 13
QED Profile HDMI 25 01.12/FT [T I 11 Nowwith1.4status, thisis stillaworthy cable 114
QED Qunex HDMI-P (5M) 75 09.08/GT [TITTT] Fantasticpicture qualitymated with a dynamicand powerful sound 5 13
ThatCable HDMI 5 10.09/FT [T T Brilliantwayto spend a fiver- will give rivals up to £20 something to think about 15 13
ThatCable HDMI (5m) 10 06.10/GT CITII 1 1 | Ano-brainerforthose on atight budget 5 13
Vivanco Sound and Image 30 11.09/GT [T T 11 Arespectable upgrade, it provides greater fidelity in sound and vision over budget cables 2 13
Wireworld Island 6 46 10.10/GT [0 | Packsa firm punch and strong dynamics 14 20
£80 and above

Audioquest Cinnamon 80 01.11/FT [T T 11 Atop-notch HDMI that’s a credit to any system 2 14
Audioquest Forest 80 06.10/GT [T T 11 Atrueand worthy rival to Chord’s Supershield 5 14
Audioquest HDMI-X 95 03.09/GT [T 1 | Arealentertainer — chunky bass and images are well defined 3 13
Atlas HDMI 160 07.07/GT LTI T 1 1 | Upgradedversion of the existing Atlas HDMI - delivers good detail and contrast 7 13
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ACCESSORIES

HDMICABLES continued

Lengthas
tested (m)
HDMItype

Product £ Tested Verdict

Chord Company Active 115 10.09/6T [T I T 11 Muscular-soundingand excellentin every regard 15 13

Chord Co. Supershield (5m) 90 06.10/GT [T T T 11 Apunchyaward winnerthat defies its low price tag 5 1.3a
Ecosse Picture PerfectUltra 110 09.08/GT [T 11 | This Ecosse gives a punchy, powerful performance with great detail levels 5013

Ecosse Picture Perfect Ultra+ 169 09.08/GT [T T 11 Withits punchy, powerful and composed production, this cable oozes dynamics 5013

QED Reference 125 06.10/GT [T T T 11 Anassured, butexpensive, performer 5 1.3a
Supra HF100 HDMI (8m) 112 08.06/GT LTI 11 1 Notjustpretty butit delivers impressive performance over eight metres 8 1.0

van den Hul Flat 180 90 10.09/GT [T T 11 Typicalvan den Hul quality from a hinged cable that doesn’t fall out of its socket 2 13b
van den Hul Flat HDMI (3m) 105 03.09/GT [T T T 11 Oneofthe best HDMI cables we’ve ever heard 313

van den Hul Ultimate 300 10.08/FT [T T 11T It’s pricey, but has good performance 113

Vivanco SHQ Ultra 80 06.10/FT [ITIII 1 Itsanenjoyablewatch, although there’s some reservation 12 14

Wireworld Chroma 5 HDMI(7m) 109 07.07/GT LTTT 11 ! Flexible cablethatdelivers pictures as good as any HDMI cable at this price 7 10

Digitalinterconnects

S3O9UU0243}Ul [eabiq | se1qed INaH

USB An increasingly common way to connect your computer to your hi-fi
Optical Digital cable that uses light to transmit sound between components
Coaxial Sends audio via an electrical signal between your hi-fi and AV kit
E
. B
Product £ Tested Verdict & 8
Upto £50
Audioquest Forest USB 1.5 25 11.10/FT [T | Gotabudgetlaptop and a budget DAC? This cable is ideal for connecting them USB 15
Atlas Fibre Optic 32 06.09/GT [TTTTT1 Fine,substantial, budget cable choice Optical 1
Profigold PROI2102 30 03.11/FT [TTTTT1 SimpleupgradetotheiPod/iPhone-to-USB cable - music sounds cleaner and clearer usB 2
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ACCESSORIES

£
[
o) . %
(M Product £ Tested Verdict s 8
< Upto£50
: QED Performance Coaxial 30 10.08/GT [T T T T Bestcoaxialdigital cable, Awards 2012 Coaxial 1
O QED Performance Graphite 40 11.12/GT [TTTTT1 Bestopticaldigital cable, Awards 2012 Optical 1
g SupraUSB 2.0 29 11.12/GT [T T TI 11 BestUSBcable, Awards 2012 UsB 1
¢ True Colours Industries Coral 35 06.09/GT [TTTTT1 Bestdigitalinterconnect, Awards 2010. Excellent optical lead Optical 1
b Wireworld Nova 6 40 11.12/GT [T 1 ! Likeanup-and-comingband: unrefined but likeable and energetic Optical 1
=
— £50 and above
s Audioquest Cinnamon 60 11.12/FT [TTT11 ! Likeafinepaintbrush: controlled and delicate but lacking the big, broad strokes of a roller USB 15
L Atlas Equator Optical 50 11.12/GT LTI 1 | Worthchecking out, butnot forthe basshunters Optical 1
.Q Chord Company Optichord 51 11.12/GT [TITTT] Confident, competentand extremely likeable. Highly recommended Optical 1
a Chord Co. Prodac Pro Digital 70 05.11/FT [TITTTT] Evenbetterfollowingan upgrade toits plugs Coaxial 1
SN  ClearerAudio Copper-line 75 97 Aw.08/FT [T 1 ! Thisisanotherfine cable from the Copper-line stable. It’s wellworth a listen Coaxial 1
m Clearer Aud. Silverline Optimus 185 09.09/GT [T I I 11 Thesheerbrilliance of this cable makes it stand out Coaxial 0.5
3 Ecosse The Director SE 89 09.09/GT [CITTT 11 | Spacioussoundingand greatwith higher frequencies Coaxial 1
m Furutech Formula 2 55 Aw.11/FT [T TT 11 BestUSBcable, Awards 2011 USB 12
: Kimber USB 52 11.12/GT LTI 1 Worthanaudition ifyou're after something laid-back UsB 1
: QED Qunex 75 Signature 80 09.09/FT LI 1 | Beautifullymade, butnot quite as thrilling as we’d like Coaxial 1
o QED U Play (Bluetooth) 65 05.10/FT [TTTTT1 Itssmall,cheap,and doesan effcientjob Bluetooth 10
u Vertere Pulse D-Fi 70 Aw.12/FT [TITTTT1 Amust-audition ifyou can stretch your budget UsB 1
a Wireworld Ultraviolet 5 USB 50 08.09/FT [TTTTT1 BestUSBcable, Awards 2010. Ifyou use digital kit, this needs to be on your audition list UsB 2
15
-
T Analogueinterconnects
= These carry audio signal from source to amplifier, or between pre-amplifier and power amplifier.
8’ Some use a shielding construction to reduce external electrical interference.
[
& Theshortlist
WireworldLuna? QED Reference Audio 40 Atlas Element Integra
06.14 GroupTest LT T T T 11 06.14GroupTest [T T T T 11 Awards 2014: Best Analogue Interconnect
- &
Product £ Tested Verdict g % 3
Upto £50
Atlas Element Integra (1m) 45 11.13/GT [TTTTT1 Bestanalogueinterconnect, Awards 2014 - 1
Black Rhodium Twist 36 06.14/GT [T 1 Wewouldn’trecommend this cable for bright-sounding systems but it’s a decent option for the money - 1
Clear. Aud. C-line Alpha One 30 12.11/FT [CITTT 11 | Abargaininterconnectthatshould be onyourshortlist - 1
Ecosse Conductor CA1.2 49 06.11/GT [T | Excellentwith detail - agood all-rounder - 1
Ecosse The Composer 37 09.12/GT LTI 1 Lacksexcitement, buta lovely design with warm and punchy sounds . 08
Merlin Mozart 40 09.12/GT LITTT 111 Openandexuberant,iflackinginwarmth - 1
QED Performance Audio 2 40 09.12/GT LTI 1 | Agile funand nuanced: would dowellin pretty much any system - 1
QED Profile 18 06.11/GT [TTTTT1 Atthetopofthefirstupgradetree - e 1
Wireworld Luna 37 09.12/GT [TTTTT] Excellentwithsubtletyand dynamics: should be on anyinterconnect shortlist - 1
Wireworld Luna 7 40 06.14/GT [ LTI I T Deliversaconfidentand likable sound. Agreat option at this price - 1
£50and above
Atlas Equator Integra 75 02.12/FT [TTTTT1 Arecommended second-upgrade cable - e 1
AudioQuest Red River 85 06.14/GT LI 1 | Whatitlacksin smoothness and subtlety, it makes up forin scale and dynamics - 1
Chord Co. Chameleon Plus 125 11.11/FT [ITTTTT1 Newplugsmaketheseeven more essential - 1
Chord Company Cobra VEE 3 95 06.14/GT [CITITT1 | Clearand detailed, this cable brings a very driven and focused feel to music . 1
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1S
Product £ Tested Verdict E « 2 3
Chord Company Indigo Plus 995 05.09/FT [T TITTT1 Itsgeniusinaninterconnect- butyou need the right system . 1
Chord Crimson Vee3 50 11.13/GT [T 1 1 Anice, easy-going cable that’s a little too restrained 1
Ecosse The Baton Mk Il 104 08.08/GT [T | Although there’s much to admire, the Baton Mk Il can struggle to gel sounds - e 08
Furutech Alpha Line-1 80 03.11/FT [T T] Acableforowners of midrange systems to getvery excited by - very good indeed . 1
QEDJ2P 50 12.09/FT [TTTTT] Fastandagile 3.5mm-RCAcable . 15
QED Reference Audio 40 85 06.14/GT [T T T1 Reassuringbuild qualityfrom a cable that brings fantastic depth and dimension - 1
QED Reference Audio 2P 50 12.09/FT [TTTTT1 Cleansoundingand packed with detail . 1.5
van den HulThe Bay C5 85 06.14/GT [T | Forbright-sounding systems The Bay could be the antidote . 1
van den HulThe Name 60 09.12/GT LTI 1 | Energyand funtrump ultimate precision . 08
van den HulThe Wave 100 01.09/FT [T TI 171 TheWavehasaformidablearrayoftalents and is one of the best cables at this kind of money . 1
van den HulThe Well 100 06.11/GT [T 1 | Anidealboosterforthin sounding kit - o 1
Wireworld Oasis 6 130 06.11/GT [T T 1 Atrulysplendid cable for kit worth £800-£1000 . e 1
Mains products
prod
IEC Usually a three-pin connector used in most hi-fi (and kettles)
Figure of 8 Small, two-pin connector. Tends to be used on lower-priced products
Blocks and conditioners _ Multi-plug units, some of which attempt to filter noise out of the mains
235882
Product £ Tested Verdict Sz 8ef&u 2
Upto£100
Clear. Aud. C-Line Alpha One 25 11.10/FT [TTTTT1 Afinefirststage mains cable upgrade - e nfa
Clear.Aud.C-LAlpha P/HUB 90 04.11/FT [T II0 1 | Makesanoticeable difference, but not the last word in cohesion o o e 6
Ecosse Big Orange MK2+ 60 04.10/FT [TTTTT1 Providesworthwhile gainsin performance - and plenty ofthem - e nfa
Lindy 6-way 40 12.08/FT [T I T T Forjust£40,this conditioneris a bona fide system booster o o e 6
Merlin Tarantula Figure ’8’ 40 01.11/GT [ITTTTTT Incredible bang foryourbuck from Merlin . . nfa
Merlin Tarantula MK6 40 11.10/FT [TTTTT1 Bestmainscable,Awards 2010.Agood tweak for a hi-fi or AV system . e na
Russ Andrews Powerkord-8 75 01.11/GT [TTTTT] Anidealchoiceforasimpleupgrade - . n/a
Tacima 5929 40 08.06/FT [CIITTTT Explicitlyillustrates the gains a modest outlay can achieve e o e 6
£100 and above
Audioquest NRG 1.5 100 01.11/GT [T 1 1 Alivelyand precise cable that does much right - - n/a
Atlas Eos 147 05.09/GT [CITITTTT Well-balanced, delivering impressive depth and scale - nfa
ClearerAudio Silver-line 150 07.06/FT [TTTTT1 Capableoftrulyastonishingimprovements . nfa
Furutech G-320AG 165 02.11/GT [TTTTT1 Apricybutworthwhile addition toyour set-up . . nfa
RAndrews Ref P/Kord W350i 232 05.09/GT [LLTTTT1 Ifyouhave components costing £2000 upwards, consider this cable - e nfa
Russ Andrews X2 200 11.11/FT [T 1 | Effective but suffers from a lack of sockets o o e 2
Supra MD-06 150 07.08/FT [TITI1 ! Itaddsclarity, but some might not like the leaner sound . e 6
vanden HulM/ServerHybrid 150 05.09/GT [0 1 | Notboringordull, butit’sjust too relaxed and safe sounding - e nfa

Subscriptions 0844 848 8813 email: whathifi@servicehelpline.couk

TO Ci m§ﬂv| CS947 New Mains Conditioner for 2015

® Mains Conditioning
e Screened Mains lead

e 3 Channel Surge protection with

added Gas Tube technology £44.95

Available richersounps

instore or online ZZZMFKHWRXOGVIERP

e Status Button to test for
degradation by lightning efc.
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o Speaker cabl
= peaKercavies
[ (] These carry the audio signal from your amplifier to your speakers. Bi-wiring uses two runs
(8 of cables per speaker and can lead to improvements in the speakers’ performance.
o
((+] Theshortlist
Talk Electronics Talk 3 WireworldLluna? QED XT40
f4/m £6.50/m Awards 2014: Best speaker cable
Alsoconsider
Product £ Tested Verdict :%
Upto£10/m
Audioquest FLX-SLiP 14/4 5.80 11.13/GT 0. 8.2.8.8 ¢ Best Speaker Cable, Awards 2013
Audioquest G4 4.50 03.14/GT  Hkk*k Loses out when it comes to the weight and solidity of its sound. Exciting and articulate nonetheless
AudioquestX2 5 07.11/GT e kok ok Aperfectly smooth and even-handed sounding performer
Atlas Equator 2.0 OFC 6 03.14/GT Jook kok Allows foran impressive sense of weight and power, but doesn’t quite match its rivals
Chord Co. Carnival Silv. Screen 6 10.12/GT b 8. 2.8.¢ Slightly overtaken by newer rivals, but still a mighty fine choice
Cl. Audio C-line Alpha Shield 5 10.12/GT  Skokokk Restrained dynamics hold this otherwise good cable back from the full five stars
Ecosse(CS 2.3 5 10.12/GT 2 2.8, 8¢ Balanced, nuanced and an easy listen, but a little subdued
Ecosse CS 4.2 3 02.12/FT ok k Adecent cable that needs a touch more punch °
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_g’
Product £ Tested Verdict é m
QED Ruby Anniversary 6 10.12/GT ok Kok Rich and detailed but lacking in rhythm and dynamics m
QED Ruby Anniversary Evolution 6 03.14/GT Sk kkk Rich, detailed, energeticand clean. Agreat cable 5
QEDX-TC 4 09.10/FT ek ¥k ok Agreat budget cable that’s able to hold its own L]
Talk Electronics Talk 3 4 07.11/GT 2. 2.2.0.0 ¢ An essential first cable upgrade n
Wireworld Luna 7 6.50 03.14/GT 2.2.8.8.8.¢ The all-round ability of this cable means it should sit well with a wide range of systems m
Wireworld The Stream 16/2 5 10.12/GT ok Kok Stilla cracking cable, but losing out to better competition U
Wireworld Stream 7 6 11.13/GT  kkk Ifyou’re a fan of detail then you should definitely consider the Stream 7 a
7]
£10/m and above —
Atlas Hyper 2.0 15 07.08/GT ek %ok ok Ifyour system warrants this kind of cable, you won’t be disappointed m
Atlas Mavros (5m) 2290 08.08/FT 0. 8.8.8.8 ¢ Pair with an extravagant system and get excellent performance ° u
Chord Company Signature 125 01.07/GT Yook ok ok One of the most effective upgrades you will ever hear ifyou own expensive kit Q
Ecosse MS2.4 50 01.08/FT 2. 8.2.8.8.¢ Amassively detailed cable that reveals subtleties with refinement m
Kimber 4VS 12 04.10/GT ok Kok An accomplished performerwith an expressive sound 5
QEDXT40 10 Aw.14/FT 2. 2.2.0.0.¢ Best speaker cable, Awards 2014. Product of the Year -y
QED Revelation 15 04.10/GT 2. 2.2.2.0 ¢ Afine cable that should be on your audition list m
QED Silver Anniv. XT Biwire 10 10.06/GT 12,888 ¢ Aclear class-leader with exceptional sonictransparency on display ° -
van den HulThe Clearwater 10 03.14/GT ok kk*k Acable with animpressive level of detail and clarity g
Q
Speakerstands 2
Many stands are hollow and can be filled with sand or other similar heavy materials. This is to E
increase mass and dampening and the sonic benefit is tighter bass — although too much of it can
be counter-productive and end up deadening the sound. @
-
. T
2T .5 =)
£ 2 NS
Product £ Tested Verdict & E & -
Up to £500 g
Atacama Duo 6 65 02.13/GT  *kkk*k Averylikable pair of speaker stands 603131 @ 1 x
Atacama Nexus 6 200 12.00/FT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Still fine peformers despite their age 60x25x30 @ 1 (7))
Atacama Moseco 6 120 09.14/GT ok k ok ok Best speaker stands, Awards 2014 60x24x28 @ 4
Custom rc60 Deluxe 125 10.07/FT ok k ok This bespoke service has made a fine pair stands 60x20x25 5
Custom Design FS103 160 09.14/GT %k %k k Agood pairof stands but rivals offer better overall performance 610226 ® 4
Custom Design FS104 Signature 200 09.11/GT 2.8.2.8.0.9 Best speaker stands, Awards 2013 62x16x18 @ 4
Custom Design RS300 90 03.07/GT 2. 2.0.8.0.¢ Minimal design, a thoroughly appealing listen 610226 ® 2
Custom Design RS302 120 11.06/FT %k Kk Plenty of detail & clarity especially with vocals 610226 ® 3
Hi Fi Racks Podium Slimline 120 09.14/GT %k %k k Acomfortable listening experience that’s marred by some less than appealing fuzziness 60x15x21 5
Mission Stance 100 07.09/FT ok kok Willdo afine job with £200-£400 speakers 582128 @ 3
Partington ANSA 60 150 09.11/GT 2. 2.8.8.¢ They remain fine stands - but no longer outstanding value 60x23x28 @ 1
Part. D’nought Broadside 300 08.08/FT 2. 8. 8.8.8.9 Deliverwide ranging improvements to sound 60x23x28 1
Part. Super Dreadnought 180 03.07/GT  *kkk*k Best £100+ speaker stands in Awards 2007 60x16x17 @ 1
QAcoustics 20 speaker stands 200 09.14/GT Sk kkk Clever construction and great performance makes these stands ideal support for all types of speakers 66.5X39x24 2
SoundstyleZ2 70 11.08/FT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Best sub-£100 speaker stand in Awards 2007 57x17x23 @ 2
- ]
AV &hi-firacks
Many racks are built to be expanded. Several manufacturers offer you a number of
shelving options for ready-made products, but what if you want to get more kit in a few years?
We like having the option to build upwards at a later date.
2_
Product f Tested Verdict é g EE £
Up to £500
Alphason Finewood 1100 300 03.13/FT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Looks great and provides sturdy support foryour kit 3 51x110x45 1
Atacama Equinox AVI 380 05.07/FT ek k ok Neat solution to mount a TV above AV electronics 2 110x106x60 3
Atacama Equinox 339 11.09/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Stilla good rack, but newer rivals offer more ® 25 Variablex60x55 3
Atacama Evoque Eco 60-40 450 09.14/GT 2 2.0.8.2.9 Best equipment support, Awards 2014 ® 3 Variablex60x40 3
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] .
= 5g BE
g Product £ Tested Verdict é g g E é
™ Upto £500
E Atacama Eris Eco 5.0 460 04.12/FT [T T T Bestequipmentsupport, Awards 2013 o 4 70X59x56
.L Audiophile Base Stratabase 360 01.08/FT [CTITTT] Itisn’tcheap butjustifies the cost e 1 0.4x43x36 2
: Custom Design Concept AV 350 04.07/GT [TITTTT] Looksandsoundsexcellent, plus four colouroptions 3 60x101x40 4
w Custom Design Milan 4 470 11.09/GT [TTT11 ! Smallandwell made, butlacks subtlety o 4 59X57X40 5
Custom Design Milan LCD3 350 09.08/FT LTI 111 AstylishadditiontoCustom Design’s catalogue e 3 42X77X40 4
> Hi Fi Racks Podium 460 08.11/GT [TITTT] Bestequipmentsupport, Awards 2011 e 3 62X60x40 1
< HiFi Racks Podium SL. Ak. XL 260 09.14/GT [CITT0T | Easytobuildand averygood deal for the good price ® 3 Variablex79.5x40 5
Hi Fi Racks Podium Slimline 350 03.13/FT [TIT01 ! Asimplerackdesignwith pretty decent results 4 Variablexssx40 1
Quadraspire Q4evo 380 11.09/GT LILTTTITT Asolid, cohesiveand supremely affordable rack 4 Variablexs9x39.5 8
Techlink Ovid 200 04.07/GT LTI 11 ! Perfectforaminimalistsysteminatrendyflat 3 32x95x40 4
£500-£1000
Atacama Elite Eco 12.0 500 03.13/FT [T T I T Offerssolid performance and flexibility e 5 Variablex115x32 1
BDIValera 9724 500 03.13/FT [CTTT 11 Complicatedtoassemble butthe results make it worthwhile 3 54x112x52 3
Hi Fi Racks Akorner XL 930 09.12/FT [TTT11 ! Acorerfriendlyalternative to the Podium e 3 45x110x40 6
Optimum Avion 8925 999 06.10/GT [T 11 | Heavyweight, butlikeable and good with sonics 3 57x127x56 3
Quadraspire Q4 Bamboo 500 03.13/FT [CITIT 11 Anallround performer. Easyto set up and excellent results ® 4 Variablexsoxs0 1
Quadraspire QAVM (Oak) 540 04.07/GT [CTTT 11! Solidandrigid, deliversafine performance e 3 50x109x50 8
Quadraspire QAVX 560 12.07/FT I | Supports a great big telly and expansive system ® 2 Variablex163x52 8
Quadraspire Sunoko VentT 800 11.09/GT [TTTT T Afirstraterack, that highlights subtleties e 4 Variablexsoxs7 6
£1000 and more
Audiophile Base StarBase 1180 12.06/GT [T T Exceptional, spectacularresults with high end hi-fi e 3 65X59x52 3
Hi Fi Racks Podium XL 1050 06.10/GT [TTTT T Agreatperformer: plenty of weightand dynamics e 3 53x140x40 1
Spectral Closed CL1050 1100 07.07/FT [TIII 1 | Fantasticbuildand style, plus numerous options 2 31x101x53 17
Spectral Closed CL1552 1800 07.07/GT [TTT 11 Awesomestyleand decentabilities - agreatrack 6 VariablexVariablexs3 16

Best equipment support
Atacama Evoque
Eco 60-40 £450

It's a thing of beauty, that's what it is. Kit racks don't
generally get an appreciative “ooh” out of the team,
but this one did - and that'’s all down to its ultra
high-quality build and materials.

The shelves are made from solid bamboo, and
come in three shades - light, medium and a sultry
dark, and are set off by the glossy black legs (available
in a variety of lengths to suit your kit) and shiny
steel cone caps and spikes. Even better, it's modular,
too: you can add extra shelves for £150 each - so
it can grow as your system does.

WHAT HI-FI?
It saw our Cyrus CDi/Roksan Caspian M2 reference AWARDS 2014

system deliver a confident, insightful and hugely Accessorics
enjoyable sound - with punchy bass, nuanced Best equipment rack
midrange and clear, open top-end. AtacamaEvoque £co 60-40

“It's pricier than some rivals, but we think it's well

Visit www.atacama-audio.co.uk worth it for that stellar build quality and materials,
Call 01455 283 251 . . . o /
not to mention the way it works with our kit |
Vs | |
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Headphoneamps B
Q
The headphone outputs on most products are usually afterthoughts and o
have had little care taken in trying to make them sound good. A dedicated 3
headphone amp is a must if you want the best headphone sound. 2>
(*]
E 3
Product £ Tested Verdict % g m
Upto£1500 5
BeyerdynamicA1 975 11.10/FT [TTTTT1 Bestheadphoneamplifier £500+, Awards 2010.Aformidable combo when partnered with T1 headphones 21 u
Chord Electronics Toucan 800 10.10/FT [T T I 11 Aheadphoneampwith builtin DACthat’s worth a punt 22 (7]
Creek OBH-21SE 280 04.09/GT LTI 011 1 Perfectlypleasantbutitcould dowith more bite 2 2 S—
Edwards Audio HA1 280 09.12/FT [TTT 11 ! Packsapunchbutnotthatrefined 21 v
FiiOE7 65 03.11/FT [TTTTT1 Oneofthemostcost-effective ways toimprove headphone sound from a computer 12 =
Lehmann Black Cube Linear 750 07.09/FT [T T I T Deeplyimpressive device given the right system 11 o
Lehmann Rhinelander 400 04.09/GT [TTTTT1 Bestheadphoneamplifier £300-£500, Awards 2010. Its user-friendly sound makes this a very wise buy 2 2 :
Meridian Prime 1200 02.14/FT [TTTTT1 Atop-classheadphoneampand atalented preamp to boot 2 4 o
Musical Fidelity V-CAN I 120 10.12/FT [T 1 | Doesenough rightto be worth serious consideration 13 m
Pathos Aurium 850 08.13/FT [T T T IT1 Thisamplifierisatop class choice 42 5
Phonoamps i
p —
Dedicated units tend to sound better than the circuits integrated into amplifiers. Higher priced 9
options usually allow for electrical optimisation for your cartridge, thus producing better results. l_"|'
E
. 2
N 0
Product £ Tested Verdict = = 88
Upto £500
Cambridge Audio 651P 120 06.13/GT LTTT 11 I Aphonostagethatbeliesits budget price e o 1 25xxi1
Creek Audio OBH-15 240 02.09/GT [T | Decent phono amplifier fora relaxed listen e o 1 6x10x15
Graham Slee Gr-Amp 2Comm. 160 06.13/GT [TTTTT] Lowonfrills, highon quality . 1 7x10x25
Leema Elements 495 03.10/FT [TTTTT1 Bestphonostage,Awards 2011 e ® 2 5110
Lehmann Black Cube 325 02.09/GT [ITTTTIT1 Clarityand punchiness makethis a greatamp e e 1 5x1xi1
Pro-Ject Phono Box S 120 06.13/GT [T | Justneedsa little more excitement to trouble its rivals o o 2 7xI0xl4
Musical Fidelity V-LPS Il 160 06.13/GT [TTTTT] Foranaffordable phono stage, the V-LPS Il produces admirable results e o 1 S5xixil
Rega Fono MiniA2D 85 03.12/FT [TTTTT1 Bestphonostage, Awards 2012 . 1 6x18x25
Rega Fono MM MK2 200 06.13/GT LITTTTT1 Bestphonostage, Awards 2014 e o 2 7333
Cartridges
14
Moving magnet (MM)__ These produce a higher output, giving your phono stage an easier time
Moving coil (MC) Can produce more detail, but is more demanding of your phono stage
o w3
Product £ Tested Verdict = £2
Upto £500
Goldring 2100 92 05.10/GT [TTTTT1 Itpuncheswellabove its weight - with great results MM 1.7
Goldring 2500 224 03.09/GT [TITTTT1 AGroupTestwinnerwithits full bodied and detailed sound MM 1.7
Grado Prestige Silver 115 05.10/GT [T 1 ! Smoothandbalanced, but can be awkward to fit MM 15
Nagaoka MP110 89 05.10/GT LI 1 | Agreatfirstupgrade cartridge that does much right MM 1.8
Ortofon 2M Black 460 04.11/GT [T 1 I Poweranddynamicsareon tap from this Ortofon MM 15
Ortofon 2M Bronze 275 03.09/GT [CTITT1 | Ifyouwantaneutraland analytical cartridge this fits the bill MM 15
Ortofon 2M Red 80 05.10/GT [CTTT 11! Aneasytofitandfinesoundingcartridge MM 18
Rega Exact 195 03.09/GT LI 1 | ThisRegaisafun listenthat does muchright MM 1.75
Roksan Corus Silver 400 01.11/FT CITTT 11 | Betterthen ever-but heftily priced to match MM 1.9
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DEALER FINDER
____AVON | _____CHESHIRE |

w
~

INDECENTLY GOOD HI-FI & HOME CINEMA

AUDIENCE Inﬁdelity

We'd love to show you what we can do! .
Visit our showrooms where we can Arcam e Audio Lab e B&W

HI-FI | HOME CINEMA | MULTIROOM —— o . Cyrus & Denon e KEF e Marantz

Infidelity design and install high quality 3 3 p Monitor Audio ® Onkyo e Pioneer
- - X g Lo and Automation Solutions. We design and ]
Nalm ° Llnn ° B&W distrubuted AUdIO,VI.deO, Lighting and install Home Cinema, Lighting Systems, Pro-ject @ Roksan e SQHOS
Home Automation Systems. Distributed Audio & Video, Data & Wireless Spendor e Q Acoustics
Cyrus ° Rega ° S|mp|e Contact us for a brochure or enquiry. Networks, CCTV, Gate Entry, Hi-Fi and more! FULL DEMONSTRATION FACILITIES

11 Charter Place, High St, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9EA 51 Washway Road,
01784 470881 Sale, Cheshire M33 7AB
info@customelectronicdesign.co.uk 0161 973 5577
www.customelectronicdesign.co.uk www.hifistereo.co.uk

14 Broad Street, Bath. BA1 5LJ 9 HIGH STREET, HAMPTON WICK,
: ' KINGSTON UPON THAMES, KT| 4DA
01225 333310 0208 943 3530 info@infidelity.co.uk

www.audience.org.uk WWW.INFIDELITY.CO.UK

CUMBRIA LANCASHIRE

adventures in hi-fi ©O SPITFIRE CINEMA
P F—— . Quality, Sensibly Priced Home
hi-fi e turntable specialists e network audio Cinema Equipment.

B&W | Cyrus | Linn | Monitor Audio | Naim | PMC | Pro Ac | Rega | Rotel | Sonos

01244 345576

86-90 Boughton, Chester CH3 5AQ
Screens Seatin
www.adventuresinhifi.com -

COVENTRY

) Frank

FUIHSVYINY] | VIIGINND | AYLNIAOY | FUIHSIH) | NOAY | SuITIVLISN] WOLSNY)

HI-FI EXCELLENCE

Buy in Store or Buy on Line
Use our new Click and Collect Service
for added convenience

www.hifix.co.uk
Frank Harvey —
ome cinema
system by
Monitor Audio

163 Spon Street
Coventry

CV1 3BB Home Cinema

Projection

Over 100 Brands
to choose from

Telephone: Whether you're considering a dedicated home

024 76 theatre room, tasteful or discreet integration of including
surround sound into an existing family room, or

525 200 just a simple Hi Fi system, we at Frank Harvey Hi Fi Arcam
Excellence will be only too pleased to fulfil whatever ﬁzfiiolab

requirements you have, however large or small.

S I
Mon-Sat We enjoy getting to know our customers as individuals, G

9:30am to establishing long standing relationships which have B;Q;’Sdio
5:30pm led to continued custom over the past 25 years, as well Epsom
as recommendations to friends and family. KEF
Closed on Monitor Audio
Sundays Centrally located in the heart of the midlands, we not Naim Audio
offer some of the very best prices, but pride ourselves Onkyo
on the excellence of our service too. Why not call into PMC
our large three storey16th Century showroom for a Pq'::;

demonstration in one of our three demo rooms where s

o . ega
you can audition some of the world’s best analogue Rotel
and digital Hi Fi and AV equipment, plus we stock one v
of the UK’s largest ranges of loudspeakers.
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home technology
at your fingertips

Progressive Home Technology systems give you control of musicand TV,
lights and blinds, heating and security, all at the touch of a button

PROGRESSIVE

essive Audio Visual Ltd 01892860801
eldhurst Business Park, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 0AQ progressive-ht.com

The Old Chapel, 282 Skipton Road,
Harrogate, Yorkshire HG1 3HE

To advertise here please call

02082675310

or email
samuel.parton@haymarket.com
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WHAT HI-FI?

SOUND AND VISION
WHATHIFI.COM
AWARDS

Stocking Award
Winning Products

Hifi Home Cinema Custom Installation

Music)\/atters

Specialists in Sound & Vision

musicmatters.co.uk

London Stourbridge Birmingham Solihull
020 8420 1925 01384 444184 0121 429 2811 0121 742 0254

Leamington Spa Stafford Stratford Upon Avon
01926 888644 01785 258 216 01789 414533

o facebook.com/MusicMattersO1 O @musicmattersLTD youtube.com/MusicMattersLtd
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LonDoN | MERSEYSIDE | NORTH YORKSHIRE

DEALER FINDER
. IONDON

“One of the five
best hi-fi shops
in the world”

Hi-Fi.Home Cinema.Multi-Room Installations

020 7226 5500

Grahams Hi-Fi, Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road, London N1 7BS
Tel: 020 7226 5500 Fax: 020 7359 7620 E-mail: what@grahams.co.uk Web: www.grahams.co.uk

MERSEYSIDE

Croshy - 0151 924 7287
Southport - 01704 536901
www.paaudiovisual.co.uk

Hifi e TV « Home Cinema * Wireless Music Systems ¢ Multi-room Installations

ARCAM ¢ BOSE * CANTON * CYRUS * DENON © KEF » LINSAR * MARANTZ » MONITOR AUDIO
ONKYO ¢ PANASONIC ¢ PROJECT ¢ PURE * REGA ¢ REL * ROKSAN ¢ ROBERTS
RUARK AUDIO » SENNHEISER ¢ SONOS ¢ TEAC « YAMAHA & many more...

__LONDON ___
To advertise here please call
020 82675310

or email samuel.parton@haymarket.com
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QUALITY FURNITURE

A
wor AVGHOME o TV WALL MOUNTS & LIFTS
01623 672070 AV CABLES & ACCESSORIES

Probably the widest range of top quality TV & Hi-Fi Furniture, TV Wall
Mounts, TV Lifts, AV Cables & Accessories on show anywhere in the UK.

Large showroom & carpark, see website for opening hours.

A UNIQUE RANGE M«"fmed? Speaker
OF WALL PLATES

Computer

Huge selection of HDMI, Modular, Audio, Video,

Modular Speaker, Computer, Brush, Network & Multimedia

FIND THE PERFECT
SOLUTION FOR WALL
MOUNTING YOUR TV

We stock Vogel’s
Design Mount,
Wall, and Thin
ranges for next
day delivery

Y
® UNRIVALLED CUSTOMER SUPPORT @ FREE DELIVERY ror excepTiow A"4A
FOR EXCEPTIONS) "oM E

® EXPERT ADVICE @ TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS AT INTERNET PRICES

01623 672070

29 - 36 Hallamway, Old Mill Lane Business Park, Mansfield Woodhouse, sales@av4home.co.uk
Notts. NG19 9BG. (Approx 10 miles from M1 - Junction 28 or 29)




NORTHAMPTONSHIRE | NORTH EAST | NOTTINGHAMSHIRE | SURREY | WEST MIDLANDS | WEST YORKSHIRE &

DEALER FINDER

Nottingham
Hi-Fi Centre

Sound advice for over 40 years

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

Hi-fi & Home Cinema
Specialist

Our three superb
demonstration areas offer
a unique environment
providing the very best
Hi-Fi, Multi-Room and
Home Cinema solutions.

122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham NG7 3NR
Telephone: 0115 9786919
sales@nottinghamhificentre.co.uk
www.nottinghamhificentre.co.uk

SURREY

NAIM, LINN,

REGA, ARCAM,
B&W, PMC, FOCAL,
DYNAVECTOR,
VELODYNE, STAX,
SIMPLE AUDIO,
LYRA, BENZ, OPPO,
TELLURIUM Q

Infldelity

INDECENTLY GOOD HI-FI & HOME CINEMA

9 HIGH STREET, HAMPTON WICK, KINGSTON
UPON THAMES, KT| 4DA www.infidelity.co.uk
Open: Tuesday - Saturday |10am - 6pm

020 8943 3530

SEE AND HEAR
THE VERY BEST
WITH US

SURREY
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To advertise here
please call

020 82675310

or email
samuel.parton
@haymarket.com
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____NORTHEAST | WEST MIDLANDS WEST YORKSHIRE

Linn, Naim, Arcam, Bose, Roksan,
Project, Denon, Marantz, Yamaha,
Pioneer, Sonos, Monitor Audio,
Tannoy, Acoustic Energy,

Q Acoustics, Art Acoustics, REL

6 Kingston Court, Kingston Park,
NEWCASTLE, NE3 2FP

0191 285 7179

www.petertyson.co.uk

37 High Street, Aldridge
01922 457926

Exposure Heed Kudos
Lehmann Linn Marantz
Michell Monitor Audio Naim
Neat Nordost Okki Nokki
Ortofon Project REL Roksan
Ample Parking Tue-Sat 10 - 5.30pm
www.soundcinergy.co.uk




THAT'S JUST WRONG.

And so is settling for mediocre sound. Visit a Clarity Alliance retailer
and theyll show you how to feast on audio... the right way.

e all want more from our home
entertainment. Standard TV sound is poor.
Standard bundled headphones are
rubbish. And that flimsy standard speaker cable?
That's really rubbish.

You deserve better - and members of The Clarity
Alliance can help you find the right answers. We're
the only independent retailers who are trained to
industry-agreed standards to give unparalleled
levels of product advice and service. Take your time
and relax in dedicated listening rooms, try a variety
of equipment and music, audition and study each
item, see how it makes you feel. Find the right one
and it's like listening in colour...

WHAT WE OFFER...

B Free geek time, impartial and honest advice
B Transferrable warranty - the freedom to move
M Listen in great demo facilities
B Knowledgeable, enthusiastic staff
W Awful coffee - but we'll always make a cuppa

EAST Bartletts Hi Fi Unilet Sound & Vision
Basically Sound Islington New Malden

Norwich www.bartlettshifi.com www.unilet.net
basicallysound.co.uk 020 7607 2148 020 8942 9567

01362 820 800 Billy Vee MIDLANDS
Martins Hi-Fi Sound Systems Nottingham
Norwich Lewisham Hi-Fi Centre
www.martinshifi.co.uk www.billyvee.co.uk Nottingham

01603 627 010 020 8318 5755 nottinghamhifi
LONDON Grahams Hi-Fi aaliRaaLl

Adair Acoustic Design City of London 0115978 6919
Clerkenwell www.grahams.co.uk NORTH EAST
adairacoustic 020 7226 5500 Sound Organisation

design.co.uk Oranges & Lemons York
020 7253 2326 Clapham www.soundorg.co.uk

www.oandlhifi.co.uk 01904 627108
020 7924 2040

SUPPORTED BY

Fanthorpes

Hull
www.fanthorpes.co.uk
01482 223096

NORTH WEST
Acoustica

Chester
www.acoustica.co.uk
01244 344 227

SOUTH EAST

Home Media
Maidstone
www.thehomeofhifi.com
01622 676 703

Infidelity
Kingston-on-Thames
www.infidelity.co.uk
020 8943 3530

audiotechnica | SCICYSSTIO

/ClarityAlliance @clarityalliance

seNIC [

clarityalliance.co.uk

P J Hi-Fi
Guildford
www.pjhifi.co.uk
01483 504 801

Soundcraft Hi-Fi
Ashford
www.soundcrafthifi.com
01233 624 441

SCOTLAND

Glasgow Audio
Glasgow
www.glasgowaudio.com
0141 332 4707

Holburn Hi-Fi
Aberdeen

www.holburnhifi.co.uk
01224585713

higfi®

SOUTH CENTRAL
Overture

Banbury
www.overture.co.uk
01295 272 158

Oxford Audio Consultants

Oxford
www.oxfordaudio.co.uk
01865 790 879

Phase 3
Worthing
www.phase3.co.uk
01903 245577

The Sound Gallery
High Wycombe
www.soundgallery.co.uk
01494 531682

TEAC



Home Cinema

AUDIOVISUAL | B

ONLINE

WorldRadio DAB+
Wireless Radio

Geneva have dragged this
classic portable radio right
into the modern world to
include all the vital features
you need.

August 2013

F1?|
SOUND AND VISION
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EFW 6345 Adjustable
TV Wall Bracket

The EFW 6345 PLUS

LCD/Plasma support is an
optimally adjustable wall

support suitable for TVs up
to 65",

v Lifetime guarantee

v Wall fixings included

Subwoofers and
wireless transmitters

ATOUSTICS LTD.

Subwoofers, wireless
transmitters, cable

TZero Modern
Subwoofer

ACOUSTICS LTD.

T-Zero makes each
experience better, enriching
even modest systems with
power and natural bass.

v Classic REL Design

v Superb Build Quality

DragonFly v1.2 USB audioquest
Digital Converter

The v1.2 is a brilliant fusion

of convenience and superior

sound with a redesigned
circuit board.

3rd February 2014

AT
SOUND AND VISION
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uPlay Puck Bluetooth
Audio Receiver

The QED uPlay bluetooth
system allows you to play
your music through your
home stereo via Bluetooth
technology.

April 2010

0% Finance available

From £500, terms apply.

AudioVisual Online acts as a credit intermediary
and only offers credit products from Pay4Later
Ltd and Close Brothers Retail Finance. Credit
provided subject to age and status.

Speakers

Airstream S200 @) MoNIToR AUDIQ'
Wireless Speaker

Fantastic speaker design

coupled with clever wi-fi

technology and quality
amplification.

13th October 2014

WHALHLEL?
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3450 Soundbar
Bracket TV Mount
Designed to mount
soundbars up to 10kg in

weight beneath the TV
screen.

v Lifetime guarantee

v Safe and secure

SPL-800 Ultra
Subwoofer
Powerful bass from tiny
cabinets has never looked
so good. Featuring a

contoured cabinet design
and beautiful finish.

v Easy placement, compact

v Slim-line remote

S5 Performance
Subwoofer

ACOUSTICS LTD.

Serie S™ combines a higher
performance level than REL
have ever set out to deliver.
With ease of use and
freedom from restraint.

v Sonic performance

v’ LongBow™ Wireless Delivery

FLX-SLiP 14/4 audioquest.

Speaker Cable
The protective outer jacket
is sleek enough to easily

thread through walls and it's
fire-rated.

10th September 2012

WHALHLEL?
* Ak ek

Silver Anniversary
XT

Specifically designed as the
natural replacement for the
multi-award winning QED
Silver Anniversary.

11th June 2008

WHALHLEL?
* ok kk Kk

Brackets

Representa

Purchase price  £1499 | Paymentp/m  £56.25
Deposit £149 | Total repayable £1499
Amount of credit £1350 | Duration 24 Months

Accessories
Cables
Furniture

Mounts

Airstream A100 () MONITOR AUDIQ'

Airplay Amplifier

50%
The A100 blends true OFF
audiophile sound quality
with 21st century
technology and style.

December 2014

WHATHLEI?)
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le of proper hi-fi

7345 Swivel TV Wall
Bracket

Substantial and stylish.
Impressive ease of use and
installation. A bracket which

can tilt, turn and swing TVs
up to 30kg.

v Lifetime guarantee

v Wall fixings included

MicroVee Compact
Subwoofer

With over twenty years of
experience building the
world's finest, most accurate

subwoofers, you can
depend on the MicroVee.

v’ Smallest Velodyne sub

v Ribbed aluminum cabinet

T5 Sub-Bass
Subwoofer

ACOUSTICS LTD.

Delivering exceptional
low-bass performance,
rugged build quality and
unique design.

v’ True full-range experience

v Closed box, down firing woofer

Pearl High Speed  audioquest

HDMI Cable

This may be at the budget
end of HDMI cables but
certainly does not
disappoint.

17th May 2011

WHATHLEI?)
* Ak k

Reference HDMI High
Speed w/ Ethernet

Incorporates a new passive
band pass filter to provide
outstanding digital signal
integrity.

14th May 2010

WHAT HI-F1?

SOUND AND VISION
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e example

Expert Advice

Contact us with your
questions, we have the
answers!

Kubik Red Active
Stereo Speakers

This stereo speaker system
delivers unrivalled power
and performance with zero
complications.

281h February 2014
I-FI?
SOUND AND VISION
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345 Ultra Thin TV
Wall Bracket

Get an entertainment
experience that's the envy of
top designers around the
world with this award
winning wall mount.

v The #1 wall mount

v Especially for ultra thin TVs

Habitat Wireless Wall
Mountable Subwoofer *ureime

A brilliant new concept that
takes sub bass to new levels
by incorporating the room,
your Habitat, into our
design

v’ Wireless connectivity

v’ Wall mountable or free standing

0% Finance available
From £500, terms apply.

Contact us for

more information
on which products
qualify for finance.

Forest High Speed audioquest

w/Ethernet HDMI

Constructed from superior
long grain copper, each
conductor is coated with
silver for improved
conductivity.

1ath May 2010

I-FI?
SOUND AND VISION

28,8 8.8 ¢

Performance Graphite
Digital Optical Cable
The award winning QED
Performance Optical cable

in sleek looking graphite
finish.

7th August 2008

WHATHLET?)
* Ak k K

Best Prices Online

Prices checked daily.
Seen something
online cheaper?
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Manchester AVO, Bacup

marantz

BEST
PRICE

11376

TX-NR636 Black 7.2 ONKYO.

Channel AV Receiver
BEST
PRICE

8298

NR1605 Slimline
Network AV Receiver

Marantz are the experts
when it comes into
cramming in pure AV
performance into one
compact case.

v’ Wi-Fi and Bluetooth built in

v HDMI scaling 1080p, 4k 30Hz

It's one of the only A/V
receivers to support future
Ultra HD movie streaming
as well as 4K gaming at 60
fps.

v 3D Ready

v Wi-Fi

Opening Hours

Monday - Friday
9AM - 5PM

Saturday
10AM - 5PM

RX-A3040 11.2
Channel AV Receiver

& YAMAHA

The Yamaha RX-A3040
contains 9 channels of
high-grade amplification
which is expandable to up
to 11.

v Dolby Atmos

108;2

SR6009 Black 7.2 maraniz
Network AV Receiver

v “Best High-End AV Receiver”

Fulfills some serious Hi-Fi
demands with the
integration of most
current streaming
technologies

v Apple Airplay

1144'1‘6

v Bluetooth

2050i Floorstanding
Speakers

Constructed from
superior long grain
copper, each
conductor is coated
with silver for
improved
conductivity.

&)

| AcousTics

“They're well built, with integra/ stee/
plinths and internal bracing that

keep them sturdy.”
E ME
5063

20th July 2010

WHAT HI-FI?

SOUND AND VISION
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2010i Bookshelf
Speaker Pair

The Q Acoustics
2010i are the best
that money can
buy.

7th January 2012

WHATHEEI?)
Ak kK

2020i Bookshelf
Speaker Pair

Great lines and
superb
performance, a
great set of
bookshelf speakers.

WhaT )
% % %k ok

4988

7000i Black 5.1

Speaker Package

Unique shapes and
sturdy aluminium
cabinets sport a
sleek matt finish.

8th October 2013

WHAT HI-FI?
SOUND AND VISION
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CX-S Satellite
Speakers

Get the minimalist
look. These will
compliment any
modern home.

v Stylish

v/ Compact

audiovisualonline.co.uk
01706 878444

roneer

VSX-S510 Slimline
6.2 Channel Receiver

Measuring just 85 mm high
and 317 mm deep, the
VSX-5510 slim receiver is still
packed with tons of
features

v Stream with ease

4&01

ONKYO

v 4K Ultra HD Ready

TX-NR3030 11.2
Channel AV Receiver

The TX-NR3030 serves up
revolutionary Dolby Atmos
surround-sound complete
with liquid 4K video at 60
frames per second

v Dolby Atmos Sound

v Latest HDMI for 4K/60 Hz Video

Zensor 1 Bookshelf
Speakers

0%

FINANCE DALI Zensor 1

offers a stunningly
realistic soundstage
for their price point.

20th June 2011

| WHALHLET?
Kk Kk k

Zensor 3 Bookshelf
Speakers

Just one listen is all
it takes to be
completely seduced
by their
performance.

AUDIOVISUAL

12174

e

RX-A2030 Aventage YAMAHA

AV Receiver
47%
OFF

Network AVENTAGE AV
Receiver that ensures
audiophile performance
and features Advanced
HDMI Zone Switching.

v’ 4K Upscaling

8046

DENON

v Apple Airplay

AVR-X5200W 9.2
Channel Receiver

The AVR-X5200W is a
powerful 9 channel
amplifier with 11.2 channel
processing and 13.2 preout.

v’ Dolby Atmos Sound

12405

v Easy to setup

Zensor 5 Floorstanding
Speakers

The distinctive look
of DALI's wood fibre
cones complete the
package blending
sound and style
effortlessly.

6982

DALL

“The top of the frequency range is
clean and detailed, and integration
is smoothly achieved.”

6th October 2011

WHAT HI-FI?
SOUND AND VISION

Screens and Seating

© SPITFIRE CINEMA

Showroom

Call and arrange a
demo with us.

Cable Workshop

Made to your exact
specification.

Free Delivery

To most mainland
UK addresses.




What Hi-Fi? September 2002

THAT WAS THE

Epson EMP'TWIOO LCD's giant leap

ackin 2002, LCD technology was still considered

too compromised for serious home cinema use. We

remember testing many a projector in which the
limitations of clarity and lack of black depth were painfully
apparent. It was products such as Epson’s excellent
EMP-TW100 that changed people’s minds.

By the standards of the time, it delivered crisp detail and
deep blacks the likes of which many believed LCD-display
devices would never be capable. This was when DVD was
booming, well before the days of Full HD, so the resolution of
1280 x 720 was more than adequate. Analogue connections
ruled; there was component for the best-quality DVD replay
alongside S-Video and composite for other, lesser sources.

It delivered crisp detail
and the kind of deep

blacks many believed

LCD devices would
never be capable of

The right perspective
Paying more than four grand today will buy you a very decent
high-end projector. Back then, we considered the £4230 Epson
a bargain, with serious high-end offerings starting at three
times that price. Remember, this was a time when spending £8k
on a top-end 50in Pioneer plasma was considered acceptable.
Fast forward to today’'s £1400 EH-TW6600 and it's amazing
how much more we get for so much less. The TW6600 delivers
Full HD, of course, and is vastly better than its predecessor
when it comes to all aspects of picture performance. It
does 3D and even packs in a set of speakers.
We're impressed by Epson. Back in 2002 it
proved LCD projectors could be taken seriously.
Ever since then it has worked hard to deliver
better performance at increasingly lower price
points. Judging by the EH-TW6600’s showing in
this month's group test, it's succeeding.
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Stereo speakers
Best stereo speaker up to £200 QOctober 2014 March 2015
Wharfedale Diamond 220

IAG House, 13/14 Glebe Road, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 7DL, UK
Tel: +44(0)1480 452561 www.wharfedale.co.uk



