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The best soundbar?
The experts think so...
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Home Cinema Choice ‘Best Buy’, Trusted Reviews ‘Recommended’, What Hi-Fi? Awards 2014, AV Forums ‘Highly Recommended’, Tech Radar “1st in Tech Radars
July 2014 October 2014 ‘Product of the Year’ July 2014 Top 10 soundbars’, March 2015

Media 4 The real hifi soundbar

Sonic wizardry for music and movies

£ With its 100w amplifier and builtin subwoofer, the Media 4 plays music,
ACOUSTICS TV sound and movies with astonishing quality - no extra boxes required!

Simply plug and play - plus wirelessly connect smartphones, tablets and laptops
using aptX Bluefooth.
Wall mounts with builtin bracket or shelf-mount with supplied antivibration feet.

Available from

John Lewis richersounns ERTENEERE

and all good audio retailers

www.Qacoustics.co.uk



If1could pickand
choose. I'dchoose you

I'll be the first to admit £2000 is a significant
sum of money. I reckon anyone contemplating
spending that sort of sum on pretty much
anything at all should have along, hard think
before parting with the cash. And that goes
double (triple, even) when the money's going on
hi-fi, the performance of which can be pretty
subjective at the best of times.

But while we may not be able to completely
make your mind up for you, we can at least
narrow things down considerably. We've built
four of the best £2k-ish stereo systems you
canbuy (p32) using a variety of sources, so
taking a big slice of the uncertainty out of the
process. As we always say, you need to hear
systems for yourself before you commit the

~ cash-butin these fourinstancesit's
i 7 safe to say your money'’s well spent.

| products
of the month _

| Rega RP6/Exact
: Systems p40
...or How To Get The Best From
a Venerable Technology

Youl D)

Find uson... I] facebook.

m/WhathifiTVv " @whathifi ‘ whf.cm/playlist1s

WELCOME

WHAT HI-FI?

Reviews you
cantrust

Experience & heritage

We've been hard at
work helping the world
discover the best in hi-fi
and home cinema for

{ morethan37years,and
o have getting on for100
e MUY #=l  yearsofreviewing
experience under our collective belts - so you can count
onourexpertopinions.

Dedicated test fac111t1es

Wetestevery product
inthe magazine or at
whathifi.com against
its peers inour bespoke
£1mreviewing facilities.
And wetest every
product asateam,
soouropinions and conclusions are always the

result of collaboration.

m We spot big trends first

MP3 player tests before theiPod even existed?
High-def video before it even had aname?
That was us. We keep you in touch with big
stories and future trends.

Worldwide
readership

With seven international
editions in Africa, Asiaand
Europe, wereach morethan
1.6 million readers every month.

Tidal

Streaming services p57
Never mind the attendant hoopla, Tidal | |
is an outsounding streaming service |

ICETETEST whathificom
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Our products
of themonth

Dali Zensor15.1

Group test p64

“Dali’s 5.1 speaker package
still packs a punch after all
these years - a wonderfully
fun listen”

Ced Yuen News editor

| Focal Electra1038Be
Temptations p76

- 1f you can give them
‘" | thespace they need,
 these Focals are seriously
impressive”

Verity Burns Multimedia editor

Test Systems
“We can’'t think of a better

“2015 marks the year 4K TVs

Samsung UE55JS8500
Head-to-head p49

“A mightily impressive telly.
Samsung's SUHD range is off
/| toaflyingstart”
Becky Roberts Staff writer

L'f

Cambridge Audio CXN

First Tests p6

“A sleek, talented streamer

that's decked out with
1

features, sounds exciting
and is ajoy to use”
Kashfia Kabir First Tests editor

-l

Tannoy Revolution XT8F
First test p18

“This is a hugely talented
floorstander, capable of
impressive dynamics and
high volume levels”

Ketan Bharadia Technical editor

o

Sennheiser Momentum 2.0

(&= First Tests pl5 )
“Portable, desirable and Fll‘.St tests
super-sounding, these over- “Itis lovely to han-
ears demand an audition” dle, fitting into your
Andy Madden Content editor
- hand more naturally
e
same size”

become not just a tempting
option but a realistic one”

What'sin thisissue...

06 First Tests Sennheiser's Momentum range is
back with the 2.0 over-ears, Tannoy's Revolution
XT8EF floorstander is an impressive effort and LG
throws a curveball with its G Flex 2 smartphone.

32Systems There's a degree of experimentation in
building a hi-fi system and the results aren't always
perfect. Whether it's your first or you're looking to
improve on one, the four systems we've assembled
are some of the best-sounding groupings you can buy.

44 4K televisions 4K prices are falling and ultra
high-def content is here, so what's missing? You are.
Asthese TVs from Finlux, LG, Polaroid and Samsung
show, 4K is ready and waiting for you to jumpin.

52 Music streaming services Heavylies the
crown as Spotify defends itself from rivals Deezer,
Qobuz and Tidal. All three offer music at a higher
quality, but will that be enough to oust the king?

4 wwwwhathificom



Insider Building speakers p26
We talk to Peter Comeau, the
director of acoustic design at IAG,
on how speakers are manufactured

“Do you want to pay more for
high-quality streaming or not?”

T ey

THE BEST COF

SPOTIFY

60 Speaker packages You don't need toraid the
piggy bank to buy an excellent speaker package.
Forunder £1000 Acoustic Energy, Dali, Q Acoustics
and Wharfedale offer the kind of sound that will
burst your eardrums. Our response? Bring the noise.

72 Temptations This month we have the the very
tempting 326S/532H pre/power amp from Mark
Levinson, and in the Electra 1038Be floorstanders
Focal has wonderfully polished performers.

80 Playlist Big Hero 6 and Ex Machina kick off

our look at the month's latest releases, with Disco's
elder statesman Giorgio Moroder returning with Déja
Vu. And we preview an eclectic month of TV with
Hannibal, Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell and Sense8.

Ourratings explained

Wealwaystest productsasa Oneofthebest . 8.0.0.8 ¢
team, indedicated facilities, Aseriouscontender %k % % %k
ar?d alwa!ys compare t'hem Worthalook * %k

with their peers. That's why ) o

ourratings are the most Disappointing * %
authoritativeintheindustry. Awful *

Subscriptions p84

Free pair of SoundMAGIC E10S!
Subscribe to What Hi-Fi? Sound and
Vision and get these Award-winners

That Was Then p78

A glimpse into What Hi-Fi? past
This month the spotlight is on the
A&R Cambridge's A60 amp

Test Sﬁeaker packagé;_ \
“It's hard to deny having a
tremendous amount of fun

New Buyer’s Guide...
two mags in one!
Revamped hi-fi guide!

1500 products rated p87

With new categories and key tech
specs, we've made it even easier for

Temp.tation you to pick the best kit for your cash
“By high-end ]

standardsitsa Findout...

comp act unit, Home cinema speaker set-up p95

yet there's also Calibrating your AV receiver p100
an undeniable Speaker positioning p141

aura of class

about it”

' WHAT HI'FI?|

| TESTWINNER

Ifit's one of our winners,

o . For a full list of specifications and other
youknowit's top quality

useful info, visit whathifi.com

W
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Exclusive reviews of the latest kit

FIRST TESTS

MORE
FIRST TESTS

Sennheiser
Momentum2.0
£270Page15
Aplusher, punchier
version of one of our
favourite pairs

Sony BDP-S5500
| £110Page21
CanSony's Blu-ray
| playersshineon?

Clint Audio Odin
£320Page22
Boomingwireless
sound from new
Danish company

Want more?
Visit whathifi.com
for even more
product reviews!

EXCLUSIVE |

All-round excellence

fromahigh-res wonder
Cambridge CXN | Musicstreamer | £700

Cambridge Audio is back with a splash.
The new CXN streamer - part of the
company'’s new CX series launched earlier
this year with all-new design and improved
sound - is a stonkingly good high-
resolution network streamer for £700.

The Cambridge CXN streamer is built on
the success of the Award-winning Stream
Magic 6 v2 (also £700), but the new CXN's
fresh, modern design makes it feel like a
complete overhaul.

But it's the hugely enjoyable sonic
performance that really singles the CXN
out. It sounds fantastic.

Enthusiasm and entertainment
There's an enthusiastic drive to the CXN's
performance, combining subtlety, snappy
timing and rich detail to deliver a sound
that's just wonderfully entertaining.

It's a punchy sound that has a really good
grasp of rhythm and low-end impact. We've
seldom heard a Cambridge product sound
so muscular. Basslines are meaty, textured
and bound along happily to the lively sense
of rhythm. The stop and start of notes are
precisely and snappily delivered, and there
seems no end to the streamer’s energetic

The app

There's no substitute fora
neat, easy-to-use interface

Cambridge Connect app

on Android/Apple

The Cambridge Connect app is free
to download and has a neat
interface. And it's the app - rather
than the streamer - that accesses
and sorts through the music stored
on your server, laptop or ‘phone.
This means your smartphone’s
powerful processor is doing the
grunt work, so songs load more
quickly. The app is speedy, displays
album artwork and track
information, and is especially handy
for scrolling through your vast music
collection. You can also queue up
tracks for an immediate playlist.

6 wwwwhathificom

drive. The CXN is skilful at conveying the
space between instruments too, a point
made obvious when we hear Ghostpoet's
atmospheric X Marks The Spot filling the
room with effortless dynamic headroom.

No holding back

The sound isn't overly smooth, but the
Cambridge does deliver a full-bodied
performance that's hugely pleasing to listen
to. The CXN certainly doesn't hold back
from delivering the full impact of a song:
the intensity of The Dead Weather's
brooding, screeching 60 Feet Tall is fully
conveyed, while you'll be blasted with the
full force of Extreme's funk-metal anthem
Rest in Peace.

The admirably balanced tone in evidence
on these samples never puts a foot out of
place, either. Drums hit accurately, the bass
digs deep, and the top end sparkles - yet
stops shy of sounding bright or coarse. The
midrange in particular sounds lovely, with
voices fully fleshed out and packed with
character. This streamer is not fussy with
file type, either, sounding fluid and
dynamic with high-resolution and
Spotify-streamed tracks alike.

The CXN is fully decked out with all the
latest streaming features, so it's crucial you

have a stable network connection. You can
connect to your home network via
ethernet, but Cambridge does include a
wi-fi antenna in the box if you prefer the
flexibility of a wireless connection. All you
need to do is make sure your NAS drive,
laptop or smartphone is connected to the
same network, then just press play. Setting
up the network is swift, and we
experienced no dropouts while streaming.

Apple users can stream songs stored on
their devices using AirPlay, but we're not
too keen on the rather weedy sound quality
that is the result. Instead, we'd suggest
hard-wiring your iPhone or iPod into either
the front or back USB port for a more solid
sound. Those ports will charge your device
while playing, too.

Ready-made music - in any form
The CXN also features Spotify Connect and
internet radio, so you have access to a few
million songs from around the globe. File
support is extensive: all the popular
formats such as WAV, FLAC, AIFF, ALAC
and MP3 are supported, as well as DSD 64



files (which you can only play using the
back-panel USB input).

Ready for high-resolution
All digital inputs on the CXN are capable
of playing high-resolution files of up to
24-bit/192kHz, and they can be upsampled
to 384kHz too. That includes the USB type
B input for your laptop, and the optical and
coaxial inputs. There's also a pair each of
RCA and balanced XLR outputs, along with
two digital outputs.

We have to hand it to Cambridge Audio
- the CXN is one classy-looking streamer.
It's a neat, modern construction that's

i
L]
o
x
[:+]
=
<
o
L

moved away from the more traditional
looks of the previous Azur 351 and 651
components. The ‘floating design’, the
brushed aluminium chassis and the sleek
finish (in either black or silver) look and feel
premium-quality. We have to give special
mention to that lovely volume dial - it has a
smooth, perfectly weighted resistance, and
the way the menu responds is delightful.
We also like how neat the design of the
front panel is, as it shows off the crisp and

beauty front-on. It's
con iy
that display carries a

vivid TFT (thin-film transistor) display in all
its glory. The 4.3in screen is packed with
information but never looks cluttered.
Track, artist, album and sampling rate are
displayed, as is album artwork in full colour.

Control options

You can use the panel buttons to control
playback and access the input menu, but
using the included remote control (also
redesigned) is far more intuitive. We tend to

It's the hugely enjoyable sonic performance that singles the CXN out.

There’s an enthusiastic drive to its performance, combining subtlety,

snappy timing and rich detail to deliver a wonderfully entertaining sound

wwwwhathificom 7



FIRST TESTS MUSIC STREAMER

Round the back

O Emmeaa b

Wi-fi dongle There's an
antenna included in the box
that gives the CXN wireless
abilities. Network is easy to
set up, although we prefer

the stable wired connection.

2

USB Media If you have DSD
files stored on a USB stick or
hard drive, plug your stick
into this USB port to access
them. It will charge smart
devices, too.

use the remote interchangeably with the
new-look Cambridge Connect app, as the
app is more suited to scrolling and selecting
lists of songs. There are some hiccups in
operation, but they're relatively minor and
certainly not enough to stop us from using

the app on a regular basis.

It's the little things...

Another masterstroke from Cambridge

Audio is its ongoing policy of writing input
labels upside down, which means you can
easily read the inputs when you're leaning

over the unit.

It's clear a lot of thought and attention
went into the creation of the Cambridge
CXN. The functionality, design and ease
of use are the best we've seen at this price,
and the engaging, vigorous sound is sure
to win buyers over. Those in the market
for a streamer should really give this one
alisten - and be prepared to put it at the

top of their wishlist.

Well worth the extra

Digital inputs All of the
CXN's digital inputs -
whether optical, coaxial,
USB or wireless - will

Labelling The upside-down
labelling is a stroke of
genius. No need to crane
your neck or squint your

Control bus Use the cable
included to link the CXN to
either of the CXA60 or
CXA80 amplifiers, and
you'll be able to control
both using the Connect app.

support 24-bit/192kHz eyes when connecting
high-res files. inputs from above.
would happily dish out that additional cash v

for the Cambridge. The CXN feels more

special, is nicer to use and delivers a more
robust, more revealing sound.

TECH SPECS

High resolution 24-bit/192kHz, DSD64
Streaming features UPnP, AirPlay, internet
radio, Spotify Connect o Inputs 2 x USB type

A, USB type B, optical, coaxial ¢ Outputs
Optical, coaxial, balanced XLR, RCA e

Network Ethernet, wi-fi ¢ Remote Yes o
Finishes 2 e Dimensions (hwd): 9 x 43 x

31cm e Weight 4kg

Rating * % % % %

FOR Impressive and enjoyable sound quality;
sleek design and high-quality build; excellent

features and file support; lovely to use
AGAINST Nothing at this price

VERDICT A stylish, feature-packed streamer
that sounds great and is a joy to use

v
={V » -

These three will complement the CXNinaway
that'llmake streaming more funthanever

B 4

Stereo amplifier

ArcamFMJA19 £650

2 2.2.8.2.¢

Our Award-winner's refined, dynamic sound
and subtle detail make a fine match for the CXN

I
o}
114
Stereospeakers

B&W 68552 £500
%k Hok ok

Hefty, loud and detailed with deep, rumbling
bass - these B&Ws are bags of fun

__L_.

The closest rival to the CXN is the excellent
Pioneer N-50A, an updated version of our

Needs to beat

Tablet
AppleiPadAir2 £400
2. 8.8.9.8.9

Award-winner that easily won five stars
recently. Yes, the Pioneer does cost £200
less than the Cambridge Audio, but we

For a full list of specifications and
other useful info visit whathifi.com

Pioneer N-50A
£500 * Kk Kk k
This excellent Pioneer

You'llwant to use that slick Connectappona
large, crisp display... Great interface, too

makes it a tough contest, especially when it
costs £200 less, but it isn't quite as subtle or
burly as the CXN, nor as much fun to listen to.

Total build £ 2250

REVIEWER’S NOTES.. GETTING TO KNOW THE CAMBRIDGE CXN

We love the sleek,

uncluttered design of
the CXN. We immediately
peel off the British flag
sticker to keep it neater still.

The back panel’s labels |

are written in both
directions - that's a great
touch that'll make
connecting inputs easier.

That volume dial feels

lovely to use. We
spend a while just playing
around in the menus and
admiring its smooth action.

We download the

Connect app and find
it works instinctively with
the CXN. Artwork doesn't
always appear, though...

o Time to start
streaming - wow, it
sounds brilliant! The muscly,

detailed and lively rhythmis
utterly engaging to listen to.

8 wwwwhathificom



40 YEARS OF DESIGN INNOVATION DEDICATED TO YOU

Enriched with technology from our

N Ew G E N E RATI 0 N award-winning Platinum, Gold and

P Silver ranges for astonishing music

and AV performance in your home.

D I FF E R E N T CLAS S The New Bronze generation gives
you the perfect reason to upgrade.

'\!

monitoraudio.com
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STEREO SPEAKERS FIRST TESTS

AcousticEnergy 101 | Stereospeakers | £250

Reconnecting the Energy supply

The hi-fi industry isn't short of speakers
around this price - quite the opposite, in
fact. A handful of brands rule the roost at
the budget end, the likes of Wharfedale,
Dali, Cambridge Audio and Q Acoustics
topping the pile. A few years ago, we'd have
added Acoustic Energy to that list, but
lately the British company had dropped off
the radar somewhat.

Aesthetic influences

We're told Acoustic Energy is currently
undergoing changes - being ‘re-energised’
at the business end - so we're rubbing our
hands at the prospect of new products.

The 101 standmounts are one of the
brand’s more recent offerings and the
smallest member of its entry-level 1-Series.
Acoustic Energy says the range has evolved
from the mid-range 3-Series, so the 101s
owe their heritage to their five-star elders,
the 301s. From technical to aesthetic
design, influences are clear: they share the
same 28mm fabric dome tweeter and 11lcm
aluminium cone mid/bass driver.

Acoustic Energy has preserved its classic
design. The straight-edged boxes are neatly
finished with black ash or walnut veneers,
while little touches like the silver trim on
the driver cones and the silver ‘AE’ badge
neatly tucked inside add a touch of class.

Articulate midrange

The cabinets are compact enough to occupy
shelf space, though sitting them atop
stands such as Atacama'’s Moseco 6s (£120)
should ensure you get the best from them.

Like the 301s, they have a front-facing
slot-ported arrangement, designed to
control air turbulence and allow for flexible
positioning. It seems to work: the 101s
perform well both in the middle of a room
or close to a rear wall (though the latter
brings more solidity), and toeing in isn't
compulsory for a good stereo image.

The resemblances continue into
performance too. The 101s sound clean and
crisp, their presentation tonally balanced
and nicely refined. Consistently pleasing
across the frequencies, they revel in clear
and articulate mids, crisp highs and taut,
agile lows. For the 101s’ size, the bass on
offer in Supertramp’s Give A Little Bit takes

System builder total build £1040

Amplifier
Marantz PM6005 £300 % % % % %
This five-star amplifier will

give you superb
sound for a
modest spend

Inlooks and performance,
the Acoustic Energy 101s

owe their heritage to their
3-Series predecessors

economical) understand the texture of each
instrument better, proving more subtle and

transparent. These speakers really are very
good, but competition is the toughest it's
ever been and ‘very good’ won't necessarily
grant you access to the five-star club. Still, if
the 101s are a sign of things to come from
Acoustic Energy, we're very encouraged.

us by surprise. It's deep, tuneful and does
its bit to help drive the song rhythmically.
Generous bass levels can sometimes
hamper pace and tempo, but that isn't the
case here: the 101s employ bite and energy
where needed. Strings are enthusiastic,
while the chorus is delivered with gusto.

The101is a very
good speaker -and an

encouraging return to
form for Acoustic Energy

Rating * * % %
FOR Clean, crisp sound; tonally balanced;
fun, lively delivery; compact and versatile

Sensible match

The Acoustic Energys aren't the
weightiest or richest speakers
we've heard - they favour the
lean side of neutral - so avoid
partnering them with similarly
thin-sounding kit. Smooth,
full-bodied electronics such as

AGAINST Not subtle enough; competitors
have more detail

VERDICT Appealing in more ways than one,
these little speakers are good buys

Marantz's 6005 Series CD/amp Also consider
combo are a sensible match. Q Acoustics 3020
It's clear they fall just under £190 %Kk Kk

the level set by the class
leaders. The Q Acoustics 3020s
(£60 cheaper at their most

Q Acoustics' latest offerings
are the best in their class for
insight and subtlety

Turntable
Pro-ject Essential 11 £210 % % % % %
This great-value record-
spinner nails the basics to a
tee and will get the most
from the 101s

! CD player

{ Marantz CD6005 £280 % % % %k %k

t Sonically, this CD player ticks a lot

| of boxes. And it works
brilliantly with

| the PM6005

wwwwhathificom 11



FIRST TESTS CD PLAYER

Mitchell & JohnsonCDD-201V | CD player | £250

Budget music for the masses

There's a new kid on the British hi-fi
block and its name is Mitchell &
Johnson. It's a company assembled by
Paul Mitchell and Dave Johnson, the
same duo that brought products from
electronics company Sansui to the UK
in 2011. Those products have been
rebranded and re-engineered under the
new name, and there are some shiny
new ones in its roster too,
comprising stereo amps,
streamers and DACs,
headphones and, as here, CD players.
The brand has a mission: to make good
hi-fi accessible (ie. affordable) to the
masses. Of course, Marantz and Cambridge
Audio already do this successfully, but the

Thenewkids

In 2011, Paul Mitchell and Dave
Johnson brought Sansui to the UK
and are now on a mission to make

= good hi-fi accessible to the masses.
= lttookawhiletogetourhands =
= . =
= onanM&Jproduct, butit &
“%..  wasworth the wait &
".1"_( o

iy, A
.-'.f.f.r”, i “.ﬂmu.h.'n‘-

budget CD player market is hardly
swarming with competition, so the arrival
of Mitchell & Johnson is a welcome one.

lost down the sofa. On the plus side, it
works perfectly well and will also operate
the company’s matching (and also
re-designed) SAP-201V amp.

Whatever amplifier you use, it can
connect to the digital- and analogue-

The CDD-201V is
sturdy, reasonably
compact and has a frequency range, yet it never fails to open
the window into a piece of music wide
enough to paint the general picture.
Mind you, it doesn't quite do justice to

Sturdily built
The CDD-201V is a remodelled version of

the £200 Sansui, to which we gave four
stars in 2012. There’s more advanced
circuitry under the hood, and the faceplate
is brushed-metal rather than plastic.

That may have knocked the price up
slightly, but £250 is still reasonable for

friendly CDD-201V through the RCA, optical
and coaxial outputs. Connections haven't
changed from the unit's Sansui days, but
three years on what you get remains good
for the money.

a song like Michael Simone's Any Other
Name (from American Beauty OST), which
relies heavily on precision and subtlety to
carry its intimate piano sequences. The
notes are clear, the leading edges crisp, but
a lack of dynamic subtlety and a few timing

those on a budget.

Aside from the different branding on the
machine and remote control, looks are
similar. We wish a little more flair had gone
into the casework, but the CDD-201V is
sturdily built and generally finished to a

issues mean they don't flow together as
fluently as they should.

The Award-winning Marantz CD6005 is
more convincing in this respect, showing
more determination to express the intricate
piece’s depth, dynamics and subtleties.

& Johnson is on a mission to
make good hi-fi accessible -
and affordable - to the masses

A welcome new arrival, Mitchell

good standard. The smart front panel
features a readable display and nicely
spaced buttons. We like our sample in
black, but a silver finish is available too.

Design-wise, that'’s all we used to expect
from budget electronics before Marantz
radically upped the bar for aesthetics,
finish and build at this price, raising the bar
for its competitors in turn. The Mitchell &
Johnson looks and feels a tad economical
in comparison: its buttons are looser and
sound more clicky, while the transport is a
little noisy when fed discs. Still, it's
functional all the same, and helpfully
compact if space is an issue.

Punchy and upbeat
Less appealing is the ‘credit-card’ remote
which, due to its size, is just asking to be

Insert Eminem's The Eminem Show (the
player reads MP3, CD-R and CD-RW discs as
well as standard CDs) and memories of
Sansui's clean, crisp sound come flooding
back. The sonic presentation is well
balanced, clear and direct.

Add ‘punchy’ and ‘upbeat’ to that and
you've got an enjoyable sound. It jumps
to the album’s catchy tunes and edgy
beats: the hard-hitting bassline in
Without Me has enough kick, and the
track’'s momentum is delivered with
a healthy dose of attack.

There's fair insight into Eminem'’s
distinctive vocals, though the Mitchell &
Johnson makes no secret of the fact it
favours body, clarity and solidity over
outright finesse - that’s true across the

System builder total build £640—

Amplifier
Onkyo A-9010 £200 % % % * %
A wonderfully entertaining

amp for those on a -

restricted budget

4
t

i Yk kk ok Terrific little
| speakers that raise the bar

Stereo speakers
Q Acoustics 3020 £190

in the budget market

Worth the wait

Having first got wind of Mitchell &
Johnson's arrival at CES 2014, we have been
keen to get our hands on its goods - we've
waited patiently for a Mitchell & Johnson
product to land in our test rooms for over a
year. So has it been worth the wait? In a
nutshell, yes. The CDD-201V might not be
quite good enough to trouble the first-class
Marantz, but it's a proficient player in a
market where talent is sparse.

Rating * % % % +r
FOR Crisp, clean sound; upbeat delivery;
compact build; feels solid; looks smart;

AGAINST Not dynamically expressive;
competition has more detail; poor remote

VERDICT Overall, a good value proposition
for CD advocates

Also consider
Marantz CD6005 £280 x % * % x

Promises a smoother, more

refined ride with as
much insight as you'll @
get for the money
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Combining LG’s unique OLED technology with 4K resolution, LG OLED 4K TV
brings you the finest viewing experience imaginable, delivering the
purest blacks, most brilliant colours and clearest images.

Masterfully engineered with a discreet style and sound designed by
Harman / Kardon™, the LG OLED TV is the World's most advanced TV. Ever.
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Sennheiser Momentum2.0 | Headphones | £250

Carried away by the Mom

HEADPHONES FIRST TESTS

When Sennheiser announced the
Momentum 2.0s (or M2s as they're called in
some quarters) at the beginning of the year,
we were intrigued as to how they planned
to tinker with what was already a winning
formula. After all, the company really
struck a chord with the original
Momentums. They brought a level of style,
refinement and sound quality that was
extremely tough to beat at the money.

Folding design

The only negatives were a slight lack of
portability compared to some rivals and the
fact they came with quite a large, bulky
carry-case. So guess what? Sennheiser has
addressed this by simply adding a couple of
hinges, making them foldable and easier to
store. They've also been able to wave
goodbye to the old chunky case too.

But a new folding design is just the tip of
the iceberg. The biggest changes are to the
earpads and earcups, both noticably larger
on the 2.0s. The new larger design does a
better job of enveloping your ears, and
they're also asymmetrically shaped to
further enhance the fit.

It does add a bit of extra bulk, but the
benefits are better noise isolation and an
even higher level of comfort, especially for
those who wear glasses. We think the
changes have been well worth it.

As well as new earpieces, the headband
has also had a tweak. It still uses high-
quality Alcantara, but the band itself now
has a more rounded profile.

Premium appearance
The eagle-eyed among you will notice
the headphone cable now runs out of the
right earcup instead of the left. It's just
something to bear in mind depending on
which pocket you keep your phone in.
The in-line remote has been redesigned
- it's now smaller and made out of black
instead of silver plastic. Also, the 3.5mm
jack is now fixed, as opposed to being
hinged as on the original Momentums.

The in-line remote
has been redesigned.
It's now smaller and
made of black pIéstiE \

It would have been nic
little flourishes on the ne
complement the premiu
the actual headphones.
here is exclusively for Apple device
users, who also get to ¢
ivory and black finishe
Android or Windows fans. The 2.0s
come in two flavours, the AEi for
iPhone users, the AE

Greater detail
According to Sennh
inside the earcups
but the earpad cou
less bass leakage.
you can tell that,
character hasn't drastically
changed, the qu
gone up. They now lavish
you with greater detail and
insight, sounding more
confident and stopping
and starting with
greater precision.
Play The Temper
Trap's Sweet Disposition
and the rolling guitar
plucks sho
nuance. D
vocals ha
each element knits
seamlessly together.
Switch to Drake’s Started
From the Bottom and the
Sennh
up we
agrea
differ
Cl
arm
LaT
dynami
flexibility and fluidity. Tim g
and there’s a great balance of energy and
finesse that keeps you listening long-term.
There's always an element of concern
when a manufacturer takes a great product

inthefold

In 2013 we were impressed with
the style and sound quality of the
original Momentums, but noted their
rather hefty size. Sennheiser has
addressed this issue with hinges,
making the 2.0s foldable and
easier to store.

The Momentum 2.0s
are more comfortable
and portable than
their predecessors

k to the drawing board, but the

omentum 2.0s successfully build on
everything we love about the originals.
They've retained their looks, but now boast
extra portability, comfort and improved
sound quality. As far as premium portable
headphones are concerned, the Momentum
2.0s tick all the boxes, and then some...

Rating * % % % %

FOR Gorgeous design; foldable; comfy fit;
beautifully balanced and full-bodied sound
AGAINST Nothing of note

VERDICT Blessed with brilliant sound, the
Momentum 2.0s are a cut above their rivals

Also consider

Bowers & Wilkins P5
Series 2 £250 x x x kx k
The revamped P5s fire out a punchy,
crisp sound, a little different in
balance to the Sennheisers
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FIRST TESTS SMARTPHONE

LGGFlex2 | Smartphone | fromfreeoncontract

LG's new flexible approach pays off

LG likes curves. That much is clear just
from looking at some of its TVs. But those
curves extend to smartphones too. The LG
G Flex 2 is the company’s second crack at a
curved smartphone and, thanks to better
ergonomics and a sharper screen, it's an
improvement over the original.

Eye ergonomics
There is a reason for that curve, and it’s not
what you might think. It is lovely to handle,
fitting into your hand more naturally than
a flat slab of the same size. It will hug your
derriére when you put it in your back
pocket, and the side of your face during
phone calls. And if you happen to drop the
device, the curve keeps it from landing flat
on the screen. But LG dismisses suggestions
that a curved screen has any visual benefits,
and it's nothing to do with eye ergonomics
or other buzzwords either. Essentially, it
makes little difference in everyday use. The
focus here is on the user experience.

We've been here before, with LG's
original G Flex. That was a monster of
a phone with a 6in screen, which some
found difficult to use regardless of the
curve. The G Flex 2's 5.5in screen means a
smaller footprint. A gentler curve also helps
make the G Flex 2 sleeker and more
manageable than its predecessor.

Brilliant whites

On the subject of the screen, we're pleased
to see LG has got rid of the original G Flex's
720p screen. Now it’s Full HD 1080p. The
picture is noticeably crisper than before,
but it's still not up there with the Quad HD
(2560x1440) display of the LG G3 or
Samsung Galaxy S6 Edge.

It's sharp enough most of the time and
images are well defined, with no jagged
edges. The OLED panel offers much
stronger contrast than smartphones with
LCD screens. Dark scenes go properly black,
and colours are strong. But it's not the most
subtle picture when it comes to details
in dark areas. Whites are also not quite as
brilliant as we'd like.

The standard palette is on the
bold side of realistic, but you can
tweak that by changing the
picture mode. Use ‘Vivid' if you
want to sear your retinas, or for
bright outdoor use, but we
preferred the ‘Natural’ mode.

There are some issues: the
screen doesn't go dim enough -
even the lowest setting is bright,
which is not ideal for bedtime
viewing. We also notice an
occasional bit of graininess.

Balanced sound

The G Flex 2 is capable of playing back
high-resolution files up to 24bit/192kHz.
It's a clear, balanced sound, neither harsh
nor overly weighty. There's a good amount
of detail. Clear textures and leading edges
make instruments easy to identify.

In the past, LG phones tended to lack
excitement in sound, but this has been
addressed. There's a decent amount of
energy, although it's still not quite as
agile and entertaining as we'd like. In
comparison the Sony Xperia Z3 offers more
precision, making for a more exciting listen.

Self-healing cover

Build quality is very good on the whole.
The phone feels solid despite its removable
plastic back. Yes, it's plastic - but it looks
very smart in metallic silver (with a red
option to come) and attracts plenty of
compliments. It doesn't feel tacky either.

The G Flex 2 also has a good degree of
elasticity. It's not flexible, as the name
might suggest, but you can put it face down
on a table and push it flat. While that's a
little extreme, it means you could
conceivably sit on it without incident.

The other party trick is the unique
self-healing polymer on the back of the
device. On the original G Flex, the healing
process took minutes. Scratches now
disappear in 10 seconds, but it's only
designed to withstand normal wear and
tear. Light scratches are fine as long as they

Essentially, the G Flex 2's curved
screen makes little difference in
everyday use - the focus here

is on the user experience

don't penetrate the self-healing coating.
Don't go digging at it with your keys.

However, even after a week of careful
use we found irreparable scuffs on the
back. It seems the self-healing needs
more work before it can be something
to boast about.

Intuitive interface

There’s more to boast about when it comes
to features. There’s a microSD card slot, for
cards up to 2TB. And out of the box, it runs
Android 5.0 Lollipop.

That means you have the option to
interact with notifications directly from the
lock screen, without having to open up the
appropriate app separately. It's a cleaner
and more intuitive interface than before.

There's also an effective Battery Saver
mode, which comes in handy when you're
running out of juice. You may not need it
often - with normal use we managed to get
a day-and-a-half out of one charge. The
3000mAh battery - sadly non-removable -
has a Fast Charge feature that goes up to
50 per cent in 40 minutes.

LG's own software tricks include Glance
View, which lets you swipe from the top to

16 wwwwhathifi.com



The Magic Whip

Blur

Tracks

Description

Lonesome Street

Blur

peek at crucial information without turning
the screen on full. There is also an advanced
Knock Code, which lets you unlock the
phone by tapping on certain points of the
screen, without the need for a lock screen.

Slick operation

The camera has been taken from the LG
G3, and that’s a good thing. The 13MP
sensor is aided by a laser, which makes for
superfast and accurate focusing. Optical
image stabilisation, meanwhile, plays
nicely with shaky hands. You get sharp
pictures and accurate tones in light and
dark conditions, although in the dark the
LG needs more thinking time.

Gorgeous looks and a
punchy sound make
these great partners
for the G Flex 2

Other albums

o}

offline @

11
<

The display is sharp
and well-defined,

but lacks subtlety and
detail in dark areas

The LG G Flex 2 features a 2Ghz 64-bit
octa-core Qualcomm Snapdragon 810
processor. This is supported by 2GB of ram
and either 16 or 32GB of storage. It sounds
speedy - and it is. At its best, the operation
is slicker than John Travolta in Grease. You
can bounce between menus and apps with
no hint of stutter.

That is, until things warm up a bit. The
device is fast when fresh, but after a while
it slows down a little. On a few occasions, it
took a good 10 seconds to load up our video
gallery. This can be helped by clearing
unused apps and freeing up some memory,
but it's hardly ideal. Thankfully, this is quite
rare and day-to-day operation is just fine.

The GFlex 2's party
trick: a self-healing
polymer which can
repair small scratches

We have mixed feelings about the LG
G Flex 2. When it's good, it's great. But the
user experience is let down by a few
hiccups, which keep the device from being
on the same tier as flagship smartphones.
This is a good choice if you want a powerful
device that stands out from the crowd. But
if you're after a multimedia beast that ticks
all the boxes, there are better options.

Rating * % % % 3¢

FOR Deep blacks; strong contrast; lovely
to handle; slightly flexible

AGAINST Occasional stability issues;
self-healing back easily damaged

VERDICT A good device for standing out from
the crowd - but not for keeping ahead of it

Also consider

Sony Xperia Z3
£450 *x Kk *

The designisn't so fancy,
but it has superior picture
and sound quality
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FIRST TESTS STEREO SPEAKERS

Tannoy Revolution XT8F | Stereospeakers | £1300

There's aRevolutionin the air

Tannoy's new Revolution XT range has
made quite an impact. The XT6F
floorstanders (£1000) waltzed away with a
test win in our May issue, while the XT6
standmounters delivered a strong showing
the month before. Having spent a
considerable amount of time with the new
XT8Fs, we think they're arguably the best
of the bunch.

In essence, these are just larger 6Fs,
using an 8in (20cm) version of Tannoy's
dual concentric driver rather than the 6in
version. Tannoy has put a lot of work into
this latest generation of drive unit, honing
just about every aspect of the design from
the motor system to the tweeter waveguide
in an attempt to push performance
standards higher.

Smart finish

By putting the tweeter in the middle of the
mid/bass driver, integration is improved
over the separated arrangement used in
most rivals, as is the time alignment of

the drive units and uniformity of
dispersion. In the XT8F, a dedicated

20cm bass driver augments the dual
concentric's output. The additional unit
comes into play below 250Hz.

We think Tannoy has done a great job
with the cabinet. It's solid and smartly
finished, though with a volume of almost
50 litres it's pretty big. There are two finish
options: Medium Oak and our review pair
Espresso (pictured), which is a dark walnut.
We think both look smart.

There's more to this 108cm tall cabinet
than just crisp edges and angled sides (to
reduce the build up of internal standing
waves). Tannoy has designed a coupled
cavity bass reflex system to optimise
low-frequency performance. A downward-
firing port exits into the gap between the
base of the cabinet and plinth.

Power and precision

When we start listening, it's obvious the
work has paid off. We begin with Hans
Zimmer's Time (Inception OST) and discover
the Tannoys are capable of producing
oodles of low-frequency information. Not
only is it deep, it's delivered with real power
and precision. There's plenty of agility here,
coupled with a solid punch.

System builder total build £3595

CD player

Naim CD5si £995 % % % % %
A fluid and musical performer
that will work perfectly

with the Tannoy speakers

If you place them in a small to medium-
sized room - say anything less than 4x4m
- then it's possible the quantity of low-end
may prove too much. But give them a larger
room to play in and the XT8Fs will shine.
In a suitably large space, these speakers
deliver a scale of sound, loudness
capability and dynamic reach that's
hard to better for the money.

There's more to these towers than just
bass and brawn, though. Move up the
frequency range and they're articulate and
communicative; alt-J's Breezeblocks is
delivered with enthusiasm and coherence.
There’s a fine degree of rhythmic drive and

| Stereo amplifier
| RegaElex-R £900 % % % k%
| Delivers plenty of sparkle
. for the money, and has

j expressive dynamics

The Revolution XT8Fs
are hefty speakers, |
and they produce a

sound to match too

' DAC

The powerful sound of the
Tannoy Revolution XT8Fs may bea

little constrained in a smaller room.
But give them space to breathe and
they deliver a scale of presentation
and dynamic reach that is
hard to beat.

plenty of attack on offer. Vocals are crisply
rendered, lacking nothing when it comes to
subtlety and precision. There's a lovely
directness to the way these speakers
produce sound that just draws the listener
into the music.

Tonally, these aren't the sweetest-
sounding performers around. You'll have to
take care not to partner these Tannoys with
anything that sounds overly forward or
harsh, because they'll do little to tone these
qualities down. But feed them with
well-balanced electronics and these
floorstanders will deliver appropriately.

We're pleased with the stereo imaging.
These speakers shine when placed well out
into the middle of our test room and given
just a touch of toe-in towards the listening
position. Once the Tannoys are positioned
with care, their sound stage is crisp, nicely
layered and pleasingly solid.

Makes music fun

Given a suitably talented system and a large
enough room there are few rivals that
match the XT8F's combination of muscle
and subtlety. Most of all they make
listening to music fun and that, more than
anything else, is the reason why we're
happy to recommend them wholeheartedly.

Rating % % % % %

FOR Huge scale, with plenty of bass; go loud
with ease; excellent build and finish
AGAINST Need a larger room to shine; need
care in system matching

VERDICT These floorstanders are an excellent
buy. Little else at this price can match them

Also consider
Tannoy Revolution
XT6F £1000

>k kK

Smaller, but stil with

charm of their siblings

| ArcamirDAC £400 %k k% %
! Detailed, refined and a

really entertaining listen,
this is a great value DAC
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See the Great Feel the Great

- LG G4 | See the Great
Feel the Great
The Visibly Smart LG G4

@

LG G4, Stuffty, May 2015

Combining style with substance, the hotly anticipated LG G4 delivers a truly breathtaking visual
experience. Featuring a pro-quality 16MP camera with an F1.8 aperture lens and 8MP front-facing
camera for 'super selfies; you'll be able to capture professional-looking pictures that ‘pop’ with
detail and clarity. Combine this with the stunning IPS Quantum Quad HD Display, and the G4 will be
your perfect smartphone companion to capture and enjoy the moments that matter to you.

In-stores and online from the end of May 2015

www.lg.com/uk/G4
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Revolution XT I ‘

1

Revolution in design. Revolution in sound.

Revolution XT lives up to its name, marking a major leap forward in loudspeaker design and the realisation of some of Tannoy’s most radical
and forward thinking technologies.

Retaining the classic trapezoid shape from its multi award-winning predecessor, the new Revolution XT cabinets now feature an ingenious
reflex-coupled dual-cavity design. This optimises performance of the all-new Omnimagnet™ Dual Concentric™ driver across extremely low
to mid-bass frequencies. The complex internal design is further perfected with an integrated plinth that provides a uniform and predictable
low frequency interface to the listening environment, delivering the deepest bass notes with ease.

Dynamic, engaging and articulate, yet incredibly easy to set-up and place in any room, Tannoy’s Revolution XT is a true revolution in sound.
Find out more at tannoy.com

Tannoy Revolution XT6F

WHAT HI-FI?
Fe H Ak Ak |

Tﬁ MOY “The Tannoy Revolution XT6Fs are incredible speakers for — wnat i-fi website March 2015
® the money and you must seek them out for an audition.”
TEST WINNER

What Hi-Fi May 2015




Sony BDP-S5500 | Blu-ray player | £110

Lessis more for this budget player

Isit just
smaller? Sony’s most recent budget deck,
the BDP-S5500, comes in at little more than
the size of a hardback book, shrinking even
further from last year's already dinky
S$5200. But don't let its size fool you - this
little player goes big on performance.

Sony has tweaked the design of this
year's players, ditching the fussy geometric

When it comes to apps, Netflix, BBC iPlayer,
Demand 5 and Amazon Instant Video are all
on board, but there's still no ITV Player or
40D. It's a shame but far from a deal-breaker.
As before, Netflix has a short-cut button
on the Sony’s small but perfectly formed
remote, though this time with the official
Netflix logo (sometimes it's the small
things), while the shortcut to the Sony

Pictures are crisp and full of detail, with
a great sense of depth and texture. At this
price, there’s very little to fault here

Sense of Quartz design for something a
little more straight-laced. It's still a
lightweight bit of kit, but the change in
design does make it feel more solid
compared with last year's units. There's less
shiny plastic, which is a good thing, and the
eject and power buttons placed on the front
feel much more sturdy.

No deal-breaker

It's had a makeover on the inside too. Sony
has ditched the XrossMediaBar interface for
something a lot cleaner and easier to use.
There's less scrolling, and you'll find most
of the things you want on the main
homepage within one click.

Apps are presented in a “featured” tab
ordered in most popular, but you are able to
select your own favourites and pin them to
a separate section so they're easy to get to.

Entertainment Network has been replaced
with a favourites button for you to store as
another of your most-used apps. That aside,
they're nigh-on identical.

Convincing image
We load Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles on
Blu-ray and notice that the loading time has
been almost halved from last year’s model.
From selecting the disc, the Paramount
screen loaded within around 10 seconds; it
was nearer 20 seconds on the S5200.
Pictures are crisp and full of detail, with a
great sense of depth and texture to the
Turtles’ shells. Blacks are very slightly
deeper and colours a little punchier than on
last year’s model too. Switch it up to 3D and
the image is convincing in its depth, with
processing stable - there's very little to fault
here at this price.

BLU-RAY PLAYER FIRST TESTS

The BDP-S5500 also has what
Sony calls “Advanced Super Wi-fi*
on board. It certainly seems snappy
enough - we found little difference in
% load times between wired and

-;{-3 wireless connections, which is
% ,,  Quitesomething.
;!,u:,.#ﬂ

handled with
aplomb - we watch the testing combat
scene from Robocop and the S5500 delivers
crisp lines, well-balanced colours and very
little picture noise. You certainly wouldn't
mind revisiting some old favourites with
this.

Engaging performance
When it comes to sound, the S5500 delivers
awide, sturdy and engaging performance,
which pips its predecessor for excitement.
Voices sound more direct and there’s a
sense of solidity across the frequency range.
For such a small box, there really is a lot
to love in this Sony. From features to design
and performance, it tops its Award-winning
predecessor in every way. Budget Blu-ray

Rating * % % % %

FOR Crisp, detailed picture; enjoyable sound;
easy setup; fast load times; good interface
AGAINST Very little at this price

VERDICT Well featured and a great

performance at a superb price, the S5500 is a
top budget buy.

Also consider ®
Q Acoustics 3020 |
£190 % * * k% o

Q Acoustics' latest '

offerings are the best in d

their class for insight and subtlety

System builder total build £1410

Television | Amplifier

Samsung UE48H6400 £550 % % % % % ! Sony STR-DN1050 £400 % % % k%
This Award-winner offers an . Ahugely capable amp

impressive picture that we found . that offers features and we've not found a speaker package
hard to fault at £700. Now | performance by the under £700 to top this Tannoy
available at £550, it's a steal . bucketload package in the past four years

Speaker Package
Tannoy HTS-101 £350 * %k % %
5.1sound for the price of a soundar -
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FIRST TESTS WIRELESS SPEAKER

Clint Audio Odin | Wireless speaker | £320

Odinisn't quiteagreat Dane

It's not often a manufacturer evokes the
might of Norse gods, but that's exactly what
you get from Clint Audio. The Danish brand
has experience in DAB and internet radio
technology, and is now invading the UK
with its Asgard series - a three-strong range
of wireless speakers. In keeping with Norse
mythology, Odin is the big daddy of the
family. But does it have what it takes to earn
a place in the hallowed halls of Valhalla?

Impressive specs list
Standing at nearly 40cm tall, it's bigger than
it looks. It will certainly take up a lot of
desk space, which is why Clint Audio
recommends that it should live on the floor
instead. There's an easily assembled stand,
which lifts the Odin off the floor by 5cm
and tilts it upwards by eight degrees, but
this is sold separately for £46.

We have mixed feelings about the
aesthetics. There's something smart and
neat about the rounded triangular design,

If you have multiple Asgard wi-fi
speakers, you can set up a multi-room
system, or just set up a pair for a stereo
set-up. If you don't have a wi-fi network
you can use wi-fi direct, which lets you
send music directly to the Odin. If that’s not
enough, you can go down the cable route:
USB (for i0S devices) and 3.5mm inputs.

Mixed connectivity
As is now common with wireless speakers,
there is no remote control. There are a few
buttons on top, but mostly you will control
the device with the free Clint Asgard app
for Android and i0S, which is cleanly
designed and easy to navigate. Besides
some basic track and volume controls, you
get to choose input, choose speakers, and
activate/deactivate the multi-room feature.
You'll also find options for settings (simple
tone adjustments) and firmware updates.
Connectivity to the app is a mixed bag.
Even when the speaker was connected to

Once it's connected, the Odin puts out a
thunderous bellow - as you might expect
from a speaker named after Thor's dad

but our white version looks like a portable
air conditioning unit. Thankfully you can
also get it in dark grey, which is a lot cooler.

Look at the spec-list and it's more
impressive. The Odin is a stereo speaker
with 2x25W of Class D amplification and a
bass reflex enclosure. It has a smoérgasbord
of wireless skills: over a wi-fi network, it can
handle AirPlay, Spotify Connect, DLNA
streaming, and internet radio. Sadly there
is no Bluetooth, which is a shame.

of wireless skills, but
unstable connectivity

our smartphones, it often wouldn't show up
on the app without a fight. The Odin was
also fussy when we tried playing from
networked storage devices.

We could connect and even browse
through our albums but sometimes songs
would not play, suggesting that either the
Odin or the app isn't fully sorted. That said,
we didn't have any issues when playing
tunes by wi-fi direct, Spotify Connect, or
Apple Airplay.

An impressively loud sound

Once connected, the Odin puts out a
thunderous bellow - as you'd expect from
something named after Thor's dad. It has no
problems filling larger rooms and the
spread of the sound is wide, no doubt
helped by the triangular, sideways-firing
design. The speaker is meant to work off
your walls, with the recommended
placement being in a corner. For the best
spread use the dedicated stand, which lifts
the presentation up significantly.

Bass goes impressively deep, there's a
good amount and it's fairly well defined. It's
a weighty sound that nobody could accuse
of being insubstantial.

Elsewhere there are a few issues. The
Odin is tonally uneven. The upper bass
part of the frequency range needs more
energy, and the treble could do with more
precision. In the midrange, voices have
a hollow, boxy quality.

USE IT WITH
Spotify
Ahuge catalogue of
tracks, ease of use
and versatile listening
options make this our
favourite free music
streaming service

SRR

SRR

ETRLY

o
A
A

The Odin’s design is
neat, but it reminds
us of a portable air
conditioning unit

On the subject of dynamics, the Odin
does not punch as hard or as firmly as
similarly priced rivals. The notably smaller
Geneva Model S Wireless DAB+ and the
Libratone Zipp both offer a lot more in the
way of detail and subtlety.

For the money, we'd expect a more
seamless wireless experience, if not a better
sound. And that stand really ought to be
included in the price. Sorry Odin, you won't
be packing your bags for Valhalla just yet.

Rating * K s vr

FOR Large-scale sound; good amount of bass;
wide range of connections

AGAINST Unpredictable connectivity; tonally
uneven sound; no Bluetooth; expensive stand
VERDICT Not the strongest UK invasion from
Nordic lands we've ever experienced

Also consider

Geneva Model S Wireless DAB+
£300 ** Kk *

Smaller sound, fewer features,
but a much more detailed,
dynamic, coherent listen
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Connectivity without ‘BA‘JQHMA

compromise. Disigw

Music brings us so much joy. Your favourite artist. Your favourite song. The last
thing you want is for anything to come between you and the emotionally satisfying
experience of listening. Your audio system should deliver the intricacies and beauty
of your favourite track, but without any superfluous distractions.

That’s exactly what Rotel's RA-1570 Stereo Integrated Amplifier is designed to do.
The 120 Watts per channel Class A/B amplifier partners proven analogue design with
advanced digital circuitry to bring your music to life. Whether you choose to listen to
LPs, CDs, via your smartphone or tablet, or even 24-bit/192kHz PC-USB digital
streams the RA-1570 takes you to the very heart of the performance.

Without compromise or complication.

Want to find out more? Visit rotel.com to find your nearest authorised Rotel retailer.

ROTEL.COM




FIRST TESTS MUSIC STREAMER

Revox Joy $120 | Musicstreamer | £1940

Past master plays anew game

Revox is a brand that's steeped in history.
Born in 1952 as the domestic arm to
professional audio brand Studer, it made its
name in tape recorders, producing some of
the most highly regarded reel-to-reel and
compact cassette recorders in the business
throughout the '60s and '70s, before
expanding into loudspeakers.

In 1990, with the retirement of founder
Willi Studer, the company was sold to
investors, and while it continued to produce
products the brand went quiet in the UK
and we've heard little from them since.

Resurgence of a brand

That was until ISE (Integrated Systems
Europe) 2015. Among the halls of the
Amsterdam RAI at that show, we found
Revox, fresh from a period of focusing on
multi-room in foreign markets and showing
off a new stereo range named Joy.

Made up of an audio server, CD player,
three network receivers and a convenient
all-in-one, it's launching alongside a
five-strong loudspeaker range in a bid to
reignite the love for the brand in the UK.

We have here the top-end network player
of that range, the Revox Joy S120. It's an
amplifier and a streamer, wrapped up in a
smart aluminium half-rack design.

It's a very modern design - sleek and
minimalist. So minimalist, in fact, that
there’s not even a display on its front panel,
just an LED that changes between dark blue
and white to show when it's off or on.

App or optional remote
While we'd have liked a display or, at the
least, a few more LEDs to show what input
is selected, the idea is that you use the free
iOS or Android app or the optional S208
remote control (£300) to get your system set
up, make selections and see what's playing.
The remote is rather like the one Cyrus
offers for its streamers, and is nicely

designed and easy to use, with a full-colour
display at the top that makes easy work of
navigating through menus. It also doubles
up as a universal remote for any other kit
you want it to control, and has the nice
touch of a motion sensor on board (so it
will jump to life as soon as it's picked up).

Whether it's worth the £300 outlay is
another question - the app does well
enough for basic controls, though we do
find it rather unintuitive and occasionally
unreliable. It crashes or freezes several
times during testing, and also doesn't
manage to pull album art through from our
server - the remote does.

Considering this box's compact size,
Revox has managed to fit rather a lot into it.
First, there's an impressive 120W per
channel, which is augmented by a good
complement of connections.

Alongside a pair of speaker terminals
there are two coaxial and two optical ins,

a USB-A port, two analogue inputs, one
each of analogue and digital outs and a
subwoofer output should you want it.

Network capability
There's also an ethernet port for hardwiring
the S120 to your network, a connection for
the Joy CD player to enable universal
control, and the option to add an FM and
DAB+ tuner module. AptX Bluetooth is on
board for streaming from mobile devices.
We're seeing more and more high-end kit
choosing Class D amplification over more
traditional methods, and that's what Revox
has gone for in the S120. While some may
well prefer the idea of Naim's Unitiqute 2
and its AB amplification, opting
for Class D here will allow
the S120 to run more
efficiently, offering
plenty of power from
a small box while still
running cool.

aminimal sort of way

Hooked up to our reference system, the
S120's set-up is quick and easy. It swiftly
finds our wireless network and connects to
it without issue. To put it through its paces,
we point the S120’s attentions to our Naim
music server and begin playing.

We test it with music ranging from
Spotify streams right up to 24-bit/192kHz,
and find a similar character across all,
aside from the expected drop in quality
in Bluetooth streams.

It's worth noting that we encounter some
1 stop-start playback issues with the
i 24-bit/192kHz tracks and were unable to
= ascertain why. We had no problems with
any other bitrates, so can only assume
there's a handover problem somewhere
between the two.

Up-front from the start
A CD-quality rip of alt-J's Breezeblocks
immediately uncovers a rather forward
quality to the S120, which takes a little
weight and authority from its performance.
It does have pace on its side though, with
real drive behind the more up-tempo parts
of the song. Unfortunately, this doesn't
necessarily translate into good timing
across the board. In fact, it can come across
as a little impatient in the more brooding,
ponderous parts of the song when we want
it to be a little gentler, and it can't portray
those shifts in tempo as well as it should.
Give it the right music though, and this
can work in its favour. Its forward character

Joy's connectivity,
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MUSIC STREAMER FIRST TESTS

There's stacks of power here, and matched with the right
speakers you can find a balance that'll make the Joy S120
sonically impressive when playing big, loud music

You'll have to pay an extra £300
for the S208 optional remote, but
it's an advanced, well designed

handset that's much easier to
use than the free control app

does give it plenty of punch for something
like Faithless's Insomnia, making for a
powerful, energetic performance.

Dynamically indifferent
Nevertheless, while the pace of the S120's
delivery certainly carries the tune forward
with plenty of urgency, it once again
struggles to convey the song's changes

in momentum. Its inability to develop a
sense of excitement as the song builds
and drops is not what we'd expect from
kit at this level.

Detail levels are pretty decent across the
board, but it's the finer subtleties that are
missed most here. It means instruments
and voices don't have much of a sense of
depth or texture to them, making them
sound a little one-dimensional.

This lack of subtlety, mixed with its
impatient character, can lead to some
organisational issues too, meaning it can
struggle to give clear definition of the
stopping and starting between a
complicated grouping of notes.

To try to address some of these issues
we substitute our rather neutral ATC
reference speakers for something a little
warmer and more laid back, namely the
Q Acoustic Concept 40s.

This definitely helps add more weight to
the low end and decreases the Revox's
overly forward nature, but the overall
character is still a little on the thin and
inexpressive side. It lacks the kind of
full-bodied openness you'd expect to
hear from an AB amplifier.

That said, even using the pre-outs to
bypass the amplifier section and purely
employing the streaming module of the
S120 shows up similar qualities, so it
appears that this is a character flaw that
affects both sides of the device.

Overall, the Joy S120 lacks the subtlety to
provide us with the expression, excitement
and eloquence we expect at this price. No
matter what genre we throw at it - different
paces, tones, voices - it struggles to drive
home their relative differences in
dynamics, like a performer unable to
change his or her act to suit their audience.

Liking it loud

There's stacks of power here, and matched
with the right speakers you can find a
balance that will make it sonically impressive
with big, loud music. It's not, however, one
that will hold your attention with subtler
passages over extended listening periods.

Some of the biggest problems for the Joy
S120 are the excellent products that fall a
little way below its price, such as the
UnitiQute 2 (which even comes pretty close
in spec). We'd take its open, more
expressive character at the expense of a bit
of power and a couple of inputs any day -
and it's £700 cheaper to boot.

Revox's return hasn't proved to be quite
as iconic as its history might suggest, and
at its current price, this unit is a tough one
to recommend.

Rating * % * v+

FOR Powerful; fast, punchy character; well
connected; sturdy, stylish design

AGAINST Short on subtlety and expression;
struggles dynamically; app is buggy

VERDICT Lacks the wherewithal to be a
convincing buy at this price

Also consider

Naim Unitiqute 2
£1300 * % % % *
This Award-winner offers
a punchy, more dynamic
sound for £700 less
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Loudspeaker design

7’

The secrets inside the

Interview
Peter Comeau Director of audio
design, International Audio Group

This month,
we've gone a
little mad with
loudspeakers.
There are two
pairs in our
First Tests section, and
about 20 of them in our
speaker packages test on
page 60. So what better
time to investigate the
science - and indeed, the
art - of building a speaker?
To get the insider word
we spoke to Peter Comeau,
director of acoustic design
at International Audio
Group, and responsible for
brands such as Quad,
Mission and Wharfedale.

Back in 2001, we awarded

aProduct of the Year gong
to the Mission 780s, the
design for which Peter
was directly responsible

WHF: How do you decide on what kind
of speaker to build and, when it comes
to production, where do you begin?

PC: “First of all, you must work out a
concept. This concept has to be based on
the reality of what people actually want
to buy. Not all great designs make it into
people’s homes.

“Over the past five decades I've seen
speakers diminish from popular models
sporting 12-inch bass units, down to
today’s hi-fi bookshelf systems with
four-inch drivers. Ignore market trends
at your peril!

“On the other hand, you also have to
consider the physics of the speakers.
What sound quality is required and
which drivers and cabinet system will
best provide it? How does this fit in with
the visual concept of the design? In the
end, it has to be a compromise between
what the market wants and what is
physically possible for the price.”

As soon as the first prototype is
complete, it's time to start listening. It is
important, early on, to know what the
product might sound like. A discerning
ear is key to a loudspeaker's fate, although
having the latest tech also helps.

“Nowadays it is relatively easy to
create a starting-point crossover using
computer software and, even at this
stage, you should be able to hear

whether the drive units are behaving
as you would like.

“My main target is to achieve a system
that portrays the music in an enjoyable
and convincing way. That's not as easy as
it sounds! You have to make sure all the
instruments and vocalists can be easily
heard and that the dynamics of how they
are performing are translated as
accurately as possible. Timing and
rhythm also have to be transmitted to
the listener with precision.

“You should be able to close your eyes
and feel that you're at a concert listening
to areal, live and thoroughly enjoyable
performance. It's tough to get that right
for rock, jazz and classical all at once, but
it has to be done!”

A working prototype
“After developing a concept, you move
on to building a prototype. This does not
need to look aesthetically pleasing. It can
be arough and unfinished wooden box,
complete with staples and splinters. This
is the stage where the most research will
take place, along with the most changes.
“It only has to be good enough for you
to judge whether the drivers and the
system achieve the performance
required. Expect to make a lot of changes
before you can decide how you're going
to put the production model together.
“For example, in the Wharfedale
Diamond 200 Series I did a lot of




Rega turntable, Q Acoustics
speakers, Canton soundbase

)‘ _ 119,231 New launches
¥

#*In-car DAB adapter

The Pure Drive Digital is designed
for VW-group cars and features two
tuners and a pause/rewind function
http.//whfcm/PureDriveDigital

stander cabinets are finished in the polishing shol

research into the slot-loaded port
because I really wanted to achieve a
powerful bass performance that made it
sound as though you were listening to a
much bigger system.

“After developing a working prototype
it's time to build a pre-production unit.
There is still plenty left to tweak, but the
design has the cabinet in its final form,
along with the approved drivers that will
make it into the final product.

“At this point, you'll expect to make
design changes that ‘fine-tune’ the
performance. When you're satisfied with
the pre-production unit and all the

For an example of Peter’s
handiwork, turn to p69,
where the Wharfedale
Diamond 220 steps into the
ring with other 5.1 packages

e
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p 3Standmounters being readied for final asse!

mbly in the veneer workshop
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You should be able to close your eyes and feel

that you're at a concert listening to areal and

thoroughly enjoyable performance. It's tough to

get that right for rock, jazz and classical all at once

engineering wrinkles have been ironed
out, you can hand over the drawings to
mass production.

“Of course, a speaker company rarely
puts out just one speaker design. People
want different sizes of speakers. A
decision must be made on which
variants of the speaker are made.”

Range requirements

“I'm handling brands that sell

worldwide so, at the very least, you

need two standmount models - one

small, one larger - plus a smaller and

larger floorstander, as well as a
centre-channel unit. If you know
you'll be selling lots of AV systems,
a dedicated surround speaker is
also a bonus to the range.”

“The practical application of the
speaker also matters. Will it be
used in a stereo configuration, or

in a surround set-up? This should
be factored into the design.

“The genetic makeup of a loudspeaker
is a complicated decision, based on price
and performance. Nobody wants a poor
product no matter how wallet-friendly it
is, but there is no point in a fine product

nobody can afford. So the choice of
materials and components is crucial.

“A lot of the choices made are down to
price. For example, can you afford to use
a woven carbon-fibre cone in a budget
speaker? Or would you achieve better
performance using a cheaper (but still
good-sounding) paper cone and put
more money into the magnet size?

“You need a Bill Of Materials as early
as possible so you can see whether
you're on track to meet the price target.
It's helpful to know what materials make
the most difference sonically, so that you
can adjust compromises without having
a dramatic effect on sound quality.

“A lot of that is down to experience.
Unless you're designing a no-
compromise loudspeaker, the black art
of speaker design is knowing how to
juggle with components to get the best
performance you can at the price.”

So there you have it. Speakers are not the
most complex products, but plenty of
thought and effort goes into their design.
Sure, you can just bung some drivers in a
box, but without someone like Peter
Comeau, they won't really sing.

4 Hand-crafted vinyl cabinets

>
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High-end speaker manufacturer Sonus Faber has unveiled

a new entry-level range of speakers, comprising three
models: the Chameleon B bookshelf (E700/pair), Chameleon T
floorstanders (£1670/pair) and Chameleon C centre (£430
each). All models are wrapped in leather and come with a set of
detachable side panels. The drive units on all models are made
in-house and use polypropylene for the bass/midrange cones
and 29mm fabric soft-dome tweeters. For more information,
head to http://whf.cm/SonusFaberChameleon

1 Sonus Faber Chameleon from £430

#*Denon AH-GC20 The AH-GC20
noise-cancelling headphones feature 40mm
drivers and Clear Voice Capture technology.
They're available now for £250.
http.//whf.cm/DenonAHGC20

Denon and Marantz AV
2 receiver upgrade £144

Both Denon and Marantz have announced their
respective AVR-X7200W and AV8802 AV preamplifier
models will receive an HDCP 2.2 update, allowing them to 9
support 4K pass-through. The
upgrade needs to be
carried out at an
approved service
centre. Both brands
will release models
with the upgrade
fitted later in 2015.
http://whf.cm/
DandMUpgrade

New launches
(3

projector £tbc

Sony has announced that its LSPX-W1S
Ultra Short Throw 4K projector is coming to the
UK. It can project a 147in image onto a wall from
just 28 inches away, with a minimum image size of
66in. Its Laser Light Source'is claimed to deliver a
bright and colour-accurate picture, and can reach
full brightness quicker than conventional
projectors. No UK price as yet, but brace
yourselves: in the US it's yours for $50,000.
http://whf.cm/Sony4KProjector

3 Sony 4K Ultra Short Throw

Astell & Kern's newest portable music player is its most

affordable yet. It supports 24-bit/192kHz high-res
audio, along with DSD audio. It benefits from a 1.95V RMS
headphone output, which is said to drive headphones
more effectively than rivals: It can double up as a USB
DAC and comes with 64GB of expandable storage. The
player also supports Bluetooth 4.0, for connecting to
wireless headphones. For more information, head to

5 Astell & Jern AK Jr £400

http://whf.cm/AandKJr

28 wwwwhathifi.com

from £250

Pioneer has announced three budget models for
2015, starting at £400. All three support high-res audio,
while the VSX-930 and VSX-1130 get Dolby Atmos too.
http://whf.cm/Pioneer2015
Onkyo has two models, starting at £250 for the TX-SR343
and £450 for the TX-NR545. The ‘545 features Dolby Atmos
and high-res audio support. http://whf.cm/Onkyo2015

1 Pioneer/Onkyo budget AV receivers
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*  Unlimited streaming * Over 28 million titles available * Al of your music available
in True CD quality n unlimited streaming from on the go with our mobile apps
[16-bit/44. TkHz FLAC) major and indepandent labels

24-Bit Hi-Res downloads at the same price as MP3" meaning

30% to 60% off 24-Bit Hi-Res downloads” IHI'_R%
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WORLD'S
MOST
ADVANCEE
TV. EVER,

Staggering colour and contrast, supreme detail,
great sound... your eyes and ears deserve it

emember the first time you
R saw Full HD? The difference in
quality? The immersiveness?
We're back at that point. This is the
LG 55EG960V. It's OLED 4K - and it's
the TV you've been waiting for.

Each pixel emits its own light, so one
can be white while its neighbour is black
- which means staggering contrast and
amazingly accurate yet vivid colours.
Perfect black truly creates perfect
colour. But this TV also has more pixels
- four times as many - as a Full HD TV.
It makes for astonishing detail, boosted

by OLED's superb motion handing and
true-to-life colour. Get this and you'll
want to shout about it; to get people
round for movies, sport and games.

And it's not just the picture. There's
also the harman / kardon™ speakers
that pack punch not usually associated
with ultra-thin screens. And the stand
- which makes the TV appear to float.

The set comes with LG's acclaimed
webOS smart platform too, and with
it, outstanding entertainment from
the likes of Netflix, NOW TV, Wuaki.TV
and Imazon Instant.

x

LG 55EG960V
Display 65in OLED
Rl.!S.Pllftﬁo 4K.

Audio 4.0-channel 3
speakers by harman
[ kardon™

WHAT HI'F1?

LG55EGO60V
MAY 2015

W H E R E T D B U Y Find your nearest LG OLED 4K stockist at www.discoveroled.com




HON. 19, 51NE AT LG

SIX
MONTHS
NETFLIX

ULTRA HD

) Included with this and
g selected LG UHD SMART
s TVs*, Visit www.lg.com/uk/

netflix for more info.
*selected models only.

Terms and conditions apply.

LATER IN
THE YEAR

The curve... now
EVENEL I REETS

But LG isn't finished with
its 2015 OLED offering.
There will be four new

models later in the year,
including the stunning,

first-of-its-kind, flat 65EF950V
(pictured) also available in 55
inch. There's also the 65 inch
EF980V (flat) and the
55EGY920V (curved) and the
amazing flexible 77EG990V.

ALSO AVAILABLE..
LG 55EC930V

Not ready for 4K yet? No problem. Full HD OLED looks every bit as Display 55in OLED
stunning. The LG 55EC930V has the same self-lighting four-colour Resolution Full HD
pixels as its 4K brethren, the same amazing contrast and the same (1920 x 1080 pixels)
silky-smooth motion-handling. Its curve immerses you and its Audio 2.0-channel

U -'%l I webOS interface puts a world's worth of content at your fingertips.




¢ THE
BEST
FOUR

f you have a budget hi-fi system, chances are

you can improve it significantly. Or, if you're

new to the world of hi-fi and want to start off
with a bang, this is your stepping stone.

Building that perfect system, however, can be
tricky. It's not about picking five-star products,
shoving them together and hoping they work.
It's about experimenting with combinations and
keeping an ear out for that perfect balance - at
one point, it'll sound just right.

It depends on the way you listen to music.
A record player is no use for someone whose
entire music library is stored on NAS drives and a
laptop. Similarly, you may only have space for a
desktop system - no floorstanders for you, then.

But we don't cater for just one audience:
everyone should have a fair chance at owning
the best sounding system. With that in mind,
we've assembled four exciting systems based
around four different sources: streamer, laptop,
CD player and turntable. We think you'll find
your dream team here.

/== Joinus on Spotify

whf.cm/playlist15 )

Listen to our favourite tracks every month!

For afull list of specifications and
other useful info visit whathifi.com






STREAMER

£700

AMPLIFIER

£650

SPEAKERS

£1850

£500

What do you do when you have music
stored in bits and pieces all over the
place? Say you've ripped your entire
CD collection and have stored it on a
NAS device or your laptop. Or you've
ventured into the realm of downloading
high-resolution files for that leap into
higher-quality sound. And then, of
course, there are all the songs and
playlists you have on your smartphone
- it's a mishmash of file types, and you
simply can't stick to just one format.
What you need is a streamer to bring
them all together.

Cambridge Audio’s new CXN streamer
is the perfect foundation for your hi-fi
system if you have music stored over
various devices. Its extensive streaming
features mean it can play just about any
music file from anywhere (by wired or
wireless means), and it's a joy to use, too.

Conversion experience

We originally started off the system with
the five-star Pioneer N-50A (£500). But
once we heard the new Cambridge CXN,
we switched instantly. It's a richer, more
detailed and entertaining performer -
easily worth the additional £200.

Add to that a tried-and-tested
combination of the Award-winning
Arcam FMJ A19 stereo amplifier and
B&W 685 S2 speakers, and you have an
exceptional system that fits together like
pieces in a puzzle.

The Arcam A19 amplifier's impressive
detail and refined tonal balance lend a
lot to the system'’s overall smooth sound.
Played through the punchy B&W 685
speakers, you get a sound that's
full-bodied, packed with bold rhythms
and full of vibrancy. The speakers aren't
afraid to go loud, either: they can easily
fill a medium-to-large room with big,
spacious and dynamic sound.

Inclusive approach
The smooth approach bodes well for a
varied music collection, as the system
isn't fussy whether you're playing an
MP3, a 24-bit/96kHz FLAC or if you're
streaming songs from Spotify. While
you'll be able to spot a poorly recorded
album when you hear one, this CXN/
A19/685 combination feels no need to
snub its nose at the quality. It's far more
interested in delivering the smoothest,
most enjoyable performance possible.
That rumbling bassline in The White
Stripes’ Seven Nation Army sounds deep,
punchy and agile enough that you'll be

humming it the second you hear it. The
tempo changes are deftly handled, and
the screech of distorted guitar riffs full of
grunt and aggression. There are no hard
or sharp edges at any point, nor does the
snappy rhythm ever miss a step.

The crunch and crackle in Massive
Attack’s Teardrop is crisply delivered.
There's also plenty of breathing space
in between the harpsichord, drums and
delicate, breathy vocals - it's an
immersive listen. What strikes us most is
just how solid the system sounds. The
Arcam's refined subtlety permeates
through the song, while the B&Ws lay
on the muscle and excitement.

Go up the price scale and you'll find
that components at £1000 each will
offer greater precision and insight, but
this combination of products is very
hard to fault at this price.

You wouldn't think it at first glance,
but the Cambridge and Arcam actually
match visually. They share similar

NOW ADD THIS:

AppleiPad Air2 £400 % % % % %
The Cambridge CXN works just fine
with the control dial and remote, but
clicking repeatedly to scroll down a list
of songs can get tiring. Download the
Connect App on to an iPad Air 2 (it
works on Androids as well) for a slicker
experience. You can flick between
inputs, access Spotify with a tap, and
fine-tune station searches. The Air 2's
slick interface is ideal, and the crisp,
bright screen makes
the app's neat design
pop with rich colours.

dimensions and uncluttered fascias. The
Arcam is available only in black, but the
CXN comes in silver or black. You can get
the B&W 685 S2s in black or white, too.
The speakers are well made, a protective
grille covering the delicate metal
tweeter, and the striking yellow Kevlar
mid/bass driver adds a splash of colour.

No-nonsense approach

The A19 isn't quite as flash as the sleek,
modern design of the CXN, but we can't
argue with its sturdy build quality. The
display just spells out the input name and
volume in large letters - it's appealingly
simple and easy to read from a distance.
In contrast, the CXN's more informative
display shows off the track, artist,
sampling rate and album artwork

in full colour.

We love using the CXN streamer. It
has a lovely control dial that responds
smoothly with the menu, while the
included remote and free Connect app
are just as intuitive. The app can be used
on Android and Apple devices, and is
handy for scrolling through radio
stations and your music collection. It's
a breeze to use. Arcam's remote is a bit
more basic, but works just as well when
adjusting the volume.

Connection priorities

For setting up, the first thing you'll need
is a good network connection. We always
prefer the stability a wired connection
gives you, so we'd recommend hooking
up the CXN to your home network using
the ethernet port. You can still go the
wireless route: Cambridge includes a
wireless antenna in the box that you can
plug into the back panel. A network is
quick to set up and our CXN had no
problem picking up our two NAS boxes
and accessing internet radio.

Once you have your devices - laptop,
smartphone, tablet - connected on to
the same network, all you have to do is
press play. Streaming is seamless and
uninterrupted, and we experience no
dropouts with the CXN.

Those with Apple devices can stream
over AirPlay, but it's not the best sound
quality you'll get out of this system. Plug
your smartphone into the USB port if
you want to play stored songs (it will
charge your phone as well), or use
Spotify Connect to stream your playlists.

You don't have to go wireless all the
way. There’s a USB type B input for
plugging in your laptop, while optical



and coaxial inputs are also available. All
the digital inputs are capable of playing
high-resolution files of up to
24-bit/192kHz, while the USB port at the
back panel supports DSD64 files.

Once you're set up with your streamer,
plug it into any of the Arcam’s six line-
level inputs. We used the tuner input to
keep things simple (the input's name
will show up on the amp’s display), but
there are enough inputs if you want to
plug in your Blu-ray player, CD player,
set-top box and more. The A19 also
houses a good-sounding moving-magnet
phono stage, should you want to dust off
that old turntable and give it a spin.

And now for the finishing touch: the
speakers. While the B&Ws can be
propped up on top of a shelf, we would
advise against it. They need a bit of space

; aﬂgta lovely control dial that responds
hthemenu, Whlleﬁ"ﬁ%"mcluded remote isjustas intuitive

to breathe, and you don't want to restrain
the immense sense of scale and space
they can produce. Invest in a good pair
of stands (the Custom Design Signature
FS104s are long-standing favourites at
£200) and secure the speakers with
little blobs of Blu-tack. You can biwire
the 685 S2s, but it's not necessary:
single-wiring works just fine.

Verdict

If you want the most convenient system
for playing your sprawling music
collection, this is it. Not only is it packed
with features and seamless to use, the
sonic performance is among the best
you'll find at this sub-£2000 price. We
can't think of a better combination in
this price range, and we don't think
you'll want to stop listening.

Rating k% k%

FOR Smooth, full-bodied sound; plenty of
streaming features; excellent file support
AGAINST Nothing - this is a very hard system
to criticise at this price

VERDICT Talented products that combine
beautifully for a refined, entertaining sound

Listen with this

Public Service
Broadcasting - The Race
For Space

Blaring trumpets, funky

« beats and snappy tempos
co-habit with more

a4
Bl-i-o A
atmospheric pieces, all interspersed with

snatches of space-related vocal broadcasts.
Evocative and occasionally dance-worthy.
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LAPTOP

£1000

£1870

DAC

£600

HEADPHONES

£270

Can you create a great-sounding hi-fi
system out of a laptop? Of course you
can - you just need the right elements. In
this case, you'll need an Award-winning
£600 DAC that is talented enough to
make your laptop-stored music shine,
and a pair of open-back Grado
headphones to enjoy a winningly airy,
engaging and punchy sound.

They've got the look

As far as systems go, this is a sleek and
compact set-up. The 13in MacBook Air is
Apple’s thinnest, sexiest laptop yet, and
we've long been fans of the Audiolab
M-DAC's smart looks and compact,
stylish design. The Grado SR325es also
add a touch of ruggedness, but then
some of us rather enjoy looking like a
1950s radio controller.

The MacBook Air is a gorgeous
machine. It looks sophisticated perched
on a desk, and the M-DAC looks natural
sitting right next to it. The silver
aluminium chassis matches the silver
finish of the laptop, but you can also get
the M-DAC in black. The M-DAC is kitted
out with USB type B and twin optical
and coaxial inputs, while the MacBook
Air takes a more minimal approach,
offering two USB ports and a 3.5mm
headphone socket.

Both products are impeccably built.
The M-DAC's 2.7in OLED display is crisp
and easy to read. The MacBook Air
doesn't have a Retina display, but the
screen is nevertheless sharp, crystal
clear and bursting with rich colours. We
like using MacBooks in particular for
their smooth operation and slick
interface - crucial if you'll be using this
system every day.

Remote option

The M-DAC comes with a wand-like
responsive remote, but we find it much
easier just to reach over and twiddle the
control dial (which has a lovely smooth
response) or push the buttons to control
this desktop DAC.

It's a good thing this is your home
system, as these Grado headphones are
as leaky as a faulty colander. This would
be a problem if you were out and about,
but in the privacy of your home you can
listen to '80s hair metal and bubblegum
pop without annoying others. Or
embarrassing yourself.

Don't be put off by the Grados' steely,
no-nonsense design, either. No, they're
not as stylish as rival headphones at this

price, but they are built to last. These
cans will survive more than a few knocks
and scrapes, the ear cups rotate 360
degrees without creaking, and the thick
cable is sturdy and effectively designed
to remain tangle-free.

They do feel heavy at first, but the
headband and foam ear cups are
surprisingly light on the head. Crucially,
they don't grip too tight, but neither will
they fall off easily, and the airy foam
cushions ensure your ears don't get hot
over long periods of listening.

Easy set-up

The Grados have a 6.3mm plug that
neatly slots into the M-DAC's headphone
port. Connecting the MacBook Air to the
M-DAC is almost as easy. You can
connect via USB or optical, although
bear in mind that those inputs limit file
support to 24-bit/96kHz. Those wanting
to play full-fat 24-bit/192kHz files will
have to use the coaxial input.

SWAP WITH THIS:

Sennheiser Momentum 2.0

% % % % % £270

These have been long-standing
favourites in our office for their elegant
design and soft, plush cushioning. The
updated 2.0 version is even more
comfortable, with larger, plusher ear
cups. That shiny copper trim is a nice
new touch, too. Where the original
Momentums favoured an easy-going,
gentle approach, the updated cans
have kicked it up a notch with more
drive. Just make sure you get a 3.5mm
to 6.3mm adapter for the M-DAC.

Apple’s closed ecosystem insists on
using iTunes to play all tracks, but it
doesn't support certain formats, such as
FLAC or DSD files. There's a way out of
this: you can download alternative
music players that can cope with a wider
range of file types. They often sound
better than iTunes, too.

The Air's 256GB onboard storage isn't
massive, but will hold a few dozen
high-res albums. If your music collection
keeps expanding, a neat solution is to
get a NAS box that rips CDs. That way,
not only do you gain vast amounts of
space to store your music, you can also
stream those songs straight to your
laptop - provided both devices are
connected to the same network.

External drive

There’s no ethernet port, but there is

a USB adapter as well as wi-fi and
Bluetooth. Streaming services such as
Tidal and Spotify work smoothly once
we're connected to the internet. More
pressing, however, is the absence of a CD
drive: how are you going to rip all your
CDs? Well, you can get a separate USB
SuperDrive (£65 from the Apple Store),
or invest in that NAS box.

Start listening and you'll immediately
hear why the Audiolab has been our
favourite DAC for years now, and why we
love clapping those industrial-looking
Grados over our ears. It's a remarkably
clear and airy sound, packed with
sky-high detail, precise edges and
effortlessly agile rhythms.

We did test this set-up with a variety
of headphones, after which the rich,
smooth and wonderfully plush
Sennheiser Momentum 2.0s nearly took
the SR325es’ spot in this system. But
there’s no turning back once you hear
those Grados. Leaky as they are, they're
instrumental in delivering the
wonderfully open sound of this system.

Height, depth and breadth
The sense of scale and depth in
Inception’s Time is impressive, and
there’s no limit to how deep and how
high the instruments can go.
Dynamically, the music soars freely and
reaches peaks without ever sounding
restrained. You won't get that kind of
clarity and openness with a closed-back
headphone design.

This trio has a great grip on rhythm,
too. The blues-tinged guitars on
Songhoy Blues’ Soubour sound taut and



funky, and the system breezes through
the upbeat tempo with a light but
speedy and controlled touch. It's a lively,
expressive performance. There's a
muscular depth to those jangling strings,
but it never bogs down the tune.
Basslines have texture and rumble deep,
while the top end sparkles. It's an
attacking, punchy sound that maintains
its urgent delivery without ever veering
into sharp or brash territory.

The system further proves its worth
when we listen to a lossless FLAC file of
Marilyn Manson's Killing Strangers via
recently relaunched streaming service
Tidal. It certainly doesn't shy away from
delivering the crunch and rasp inherent
in the track, while every vocal nuance
and drawl is laid bare. Despite that edge,
there's a smoothness to the sound that

doesn't take away any of the subtlety or
attack from songs - a forgiving approach
that works well with streaming services
such Tidal and Spotify.

Compact and affordable
Not everyone has the space for a
dedicated separates system or is freely
able to blast music out loud. Laptops,
downloaded music files and streaming
services are becoming increasingly
popular ways of listening to music, and
this system proves you don't have to
break the bank or sacrifice much space
or effort to create a system that you can
use at your desk and that won't
compromise on sound quality.

Musical, insightful and full of attack
- this is one classy, talented system that
you can be proud of.

Rating k% k%

FOR Expressive, insightful sound; punchy,
open performance; compact and stylish;
intuitive laptop interface; comfy headphones
AGAINST You'll need additional software to
play FLAC and high-res; laptop lacks CD drive
VERDICT Remarkably open, subtle sound from
a stylish, compact system that's a breeze to use

Listen with this
Tidal % % % % % £20/month

With a 25 million-strong catalogue and a
weighty, detailed sound quality, we're more

than happy to
0:0 pay £20a
monthfor Tidal's
T I D A L CD-quality
content.
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CD PLAYER

£1080

AMPLIFIER

£2670

STEREO SPEAKERS

£990

£600

Reports of the demise of the CD have
been greatly exaggerated. It's true that,
sandwiched between the ever-growing
popularity of streaming services and the
vinyl revival, CDs feel like the ignored
middle child. But don't dismiss those
shiny discs so easily - CD isn't dead.
There’s still life left in them yet.

What is certain is that there simply
isn't an abundance of great-sounding
mid-market CD players out there. We
had a hard time building the best
CD system at this price.

Superbly entertaining

If you're on a stricter budget, the
Marantz CD6005 is your best bet at
£300. However, for the next step up in
performance, you're looking at
something like the Audiolab 8200CD at
£800 and higher. And at £1080, the
Naim CD5si is yet another step up.

It's only natural that we'd want to
partner the Naim CD player with its
matching amplifier, the Naim Nait 5si.
The £990 amp is a former Award-winner,
and sonically it's near-impossible to tell
where the CD player ends and the
amplifier starts.

But when it comes to speakers, we
know exactly what will match. The
memory of the superbly entertaining
Triangle Esprit Titus EZ speakers is still
fresh in our minds, and not just because
of that gorgeous finish and distinctive
shiny tweeter design. Their winning
sense of agility, precision and musicality
still excites us, and works brilliantly with
the punchy, insightful character of the
Naim components.

Driven nature

It's an exciting performance. There'’s
power and muscle behind the sound, but
the overall impression is of unbridled
drive and enthusiasm. The Triangles zip
along with glee no matter what song you
throw at them, with an accurate ear for
rhythm that will keep your toes tapping
and your head bopping.

The Naims are similarly driven in
nature, favouring pure enjoyment over
transparency. There’s a stunning level of
detail retrieval: the growling edges of
Corey Taylor's voice on From Can To
Can't are fleshed out, sounding intimate
and expressive as the song increases in
intensity. Drums hit with impact, guitar
strums are layered and sound almost
tactile - there's a satisfying sense of
weight that underpins the sound.

What we're most impressed by is just
how cohesive the system sounds
together. The individual strands of The
Dead Weather's 60 Feet Tall are easy to
pick out in the larger soundstage, but it
takes real skill and precision to sustain
the sense of tension and brooding
atmosphere present in the song.

A great sonic combination
Crashing cymbals and blaring trumpets
have plenty of breathing space to hit
their high notes, but the Naims have a
slightly rolled-off treble that prevents
the sound from getting too shouty or
bright. It works beautifully with the
Triangles, whose spiky treble is kept in
check. This does lend an attacking tone
to songs, though, which makes it all the
more exciting to listen to.

Dynamic upheavals are handled with
authority and subtlety. The system'’s
accurate grasp on rhythms takes
any abrupt changes in pace in stride:

UPDATE WITH THIS:

Tannoy Revolution XT8F£1300
2.8.2.0.8.9

If you have a bigger room, you'll
naturally want a bigger speaker. While
the Triangles have a surprisingly large
reach that you might not expect from
their petite size, they're no substitute
for a pair of floorstanders.

The new Tannoy XT8Fs are
astounding. They handle big-scale
dynamics with grace and agility, while
subtle detail is delivered effortlessly.
The depth of bass they digup is
thunderous, but never flabby.

Yes, they're double the
price of the Triangles,
but the sound quality
is a leap forward.

Sia’'s Chandelier spins and turns
gracefully, and the system never misses
a beat as the song slows down and
ramps up throughout.

Solid chunks of aluminium

The Naim CD player and amplifier are
identical black boxes machined out of
aluminium. Not just any aluminium
either - very heavy aluminium. There’s
something about a sturdy, hefty piece of
hi-fi that exudes a premium quality feel,
and the Naims' construction and finish
won't leave you feeling short-changed.

After a while, the discreet finishes
make them almost invisible in your
room. Only the subtle glow of green
LEDs - the simple display, the ring of
light around the input buttons, and
the volume level indicator - make their
presence felt.

The Naims may look plain, but the
Triangle Esprit Titus EZ speakers
demand attention. They're quite
compact speakers, but they make a big
impact. The smooth finish - in either
walnut, black or white - is impeccable
and feels of a much higher quality than
a £600 price tag would otherwise
suggest. The pointy, horn-loaded
titanium tweeter adds some much-
needed glitz and style to this system.

Full bodied

We've long admired the CD5si’s manual
swing-drawer mechanism. It makes
loading CD discs that bit more involving.
The drawer opens and shuts smoothly
and silently, and the CD player reads the
disc the second the drawer is closed.

Don't forget to unscrew the transit
bolt holding the drawer in place (it's
underneath the unit), otherwise it won't
open. You also don't want to lose the
magnetic puck that goes on top of the
discs to hold them in place. The CD
simply won't read the disc if it isn't there.

The only connections on the Naim
CD5si are a pair of RCA outputs and a
DIN connector, which connect straight
into either the DIN or any of the three
line level inputs available at the back of
the Nait 5si amplifier. A DIN cable is
helpfully included in the box.

It'd be nice if there were some digital
outputs alongside the analogue ones, as
it takes the upgrade potential out of the
equation. There's no power supply input
either - an unusual choice for Naim.
However, there is a 6.3mm headphone
port on the amplifier's front panel.



CDslose
but the Naim CD5si CD player will breathe lif¢

Make sure you run in the entire
system for a good few days to get them
sounding their best. The Naim products
open up, sound cleaner and more full
bodied after about a weekend's worth
of running in, while the initially
somewhat spiky treble on the Triangle
speakers calms down eventually.

We would recommend toeing in
the speakers slightly towards your
listening position, too.

Simple and satisfying

It's a simple, fuss-free set up, with very
few features to make a song and dance
about. Playback functions and repeat
options are present on the CD5si, all of
which are mirrored on the remote. You'll
get the same well-made remote with
both Naim components, so pairing them

has the advantage of being able to use
just one control for both.

The amplifier responds to volume
changes instantly. Press the buttons to
switch inputs or skip to a particular
track, and the action happens instantly.
There's no lag or hesitation and, best
of all, the overall operation is so
straightforward and swift that it
becomes second nature to use.

As far as systems go, this is one of the
most enjoyable performances we've
heard at this price. The Naim/Triangle
system is full of energy, and it
couldn't be simpler to use. The
premium quality components are
worth every penny, but it's their
infectious enthusiasm and superb
rhythmic precision that you'll love
listening to for hours on end.

Rating k% k%

FOR Punchy and detailed performance; superb
agility and rhythmic precision; powerful sound;
excellent build quality; intuitive controls

AGAINST No digital connections or upgrade
path; some might prefer a more relaxing sound

VERDICT An enthusiastic performance from a
stunningly agile and punchy system that simply
wants you to have fun

Listen with this

5 NinaSimone -
Sings The Blues
Raw passion and cutting
attitude simply ooze out
of this classic 1967
collection of songs from
the queen of soulful, sultry and smoky blues
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TURNTABLE AMPLIFIERS

£1000 £900

£2900

STEREO SPEAKERS

£1000

There's something about the act of
playing a record that still feels like hi-fi
nirvana. The tiny, explosive pops and
rustling crackles, the delicate operation
of placing the needle on to the groove,
the way the black vinyl record catches
the light when spinning - they bring
about the rose-tinted nostalgia in all of
us, whether you've owned a turntable
system before or not.

The Rega RP6/Exact has been one
of our favourite and most coveted
turntables for years, and the superb
Elex-R works so seamlessly with it we
wouldn't dream of separating them. This
Rega combination is so good, we kept
auditioning speakers with them until we
hit the right pair. It's not that the
speakers weren't any good (they're all
five stars), but it's just finding that one
pair that sounds just right.

Kurt Cobain’s voice is all gravel and
hoarseness, and the Rega/Tannoy system
doesn't flinch from delivering the full
aggression of the vocals as the song
reaches its crescendo. It's an attention-
grabbing system from the get-go.

The Regas are guilty of a slightly lean
character, but there’s no brightness in
sight. The system also doesn't lack the
grunt and depth in the low frequencies
- basslines are ferociously taut and
punchy. Couple the Regas’ authoritative
tone with the Tannoy’'s immense sense
of scale and you have the kind of solid,
articulate and spacious sound that's
unrivalled at this price.

Raw and intimate

Switch to the more soulful, melodic
tones of Dusty Springfield's Spooky and
you'll be swept away by how raw and
intimate her voice sounds. Despite the
occasional crackles and pops littered
throughout the recording, the sound is
incredibly clear and forthright. Once
again, it's that effortlessly fluid character
that captivates us - you'll forget just how
hard the Tannoys and Regas are working
when the music sounds so good.

Ridiculously good
For instance, the B&W 685 S2s sounded
rich but bottom-heavy with the Regas;
Dali Zensor 3s were lively, but we
wanted greater subtlety; the agile and
attacking Triangle EZs nearly got the job
until we realised their excitable treble
wouldn't always play nicely with the
Rega's slightly lean character.

And then we heard the Tannoy

Revolution XT6Fs, and we had our UPDATE WITH THIS:
system. These floorstanders - apart from

having the obvious advantages in Rega Fono MM Mkl £200
delivering a large scale of sound and 2.8.8.8.0 ¢

being able to hit bass notes while
maintaining an articulate, enthusiastic
performance - are ridiculously good
speakers for their price.

If you're looking to upgrade this system,
you don't need to change your speakers
or even buy the next turntable up in
Rega's range (the excellent RP8, at
£2200). No, all you need is this
Award-winning phono stage that will
barely make a dent in your hi-fi budget.
The Elex-R's onboard phono stage is
great, but the Fono MM Mkl sounds
even better in every single way. Place
the Fono between your turntable and
amplifier, and you'll hear a marked
increase in detail, dynamics and scale. It
adds a touch more punch and muscle,
while the wide and tall soundstage
becomes even more expansive. It's a
small but hugely effective upgrade.

Nimble and versatile

We start off by spinning Nirvana's
Nevermind and as the first strains of
Smells Like Teen Spirit Kick in, we know
we've got a brilliant system on our
hands. The classic early-1990s grunge
anthem bursts forward with punchy
detail, angry strumming and drums that
hit with so much impact that it’s actually
felt more than heard.

The Regas are terrifically musical and
agile, and they zip through the charging
rhythm with sheer enthusiasm. They
handle all the rhythm changes with
accuracy too. The stop and start of
notes are incredibly precise, and the
abrupt changes in tempo and
dynamics are delivered effortlessly
thanks to the nimble and versatile
Tannoy speakers.

This is one good-looking system, and
not just because it has a turntable in it,
although we can't deny the glossy finish
of the RP6 looks utterly desirable.
Officially, it comes in the standard red,
black and white, but other colours are
also available, including our review
sample’s eye-catching bright green. The
finish is excellent, and everything from
the RP6's platter to the tonearm is built
to the highest standard.

Rega continues its good form with the
Elex-R. Build quality is impossible to
fault, with a sturdy and hefty metal
chassis that some may call functional
- but we'd rather call it understated and
neat. The red indicator lights contrast
nicely against the hulking mass of black,
while the buttons click satisfyingly
when pressed.

Swift and smooth
The remote that comes as standard
doesn't quite have the same
authoritative design, but the controls
are simple and work intuitively with the
amp. Response is swift and smooth.
Completing the picture (and sound)
is a pair of classy looking Tannoy
floorstanders. They're tall, but the
trapezoid shape, while crucial in
eliminating internal standing waves,
also keeps them slim enough that they
don't dominate the room. Tannoy's Dual
Concentric driver looks striking as
always, and finish is pretty much
perfect. We like the little design
flourishes such as all the exposed bolts
having ‘'TANNOY’ etched on them - all
these touches add up and show just how
much care and attention has gone into
constructing these speakers. The XT6Fs
are available in either dark walnut or
medium oak finishes.

Don't be scared to release the nerd
This is one system where you'll really
want to take time and care when setting
up. Don't be afraid to get nerdy here,
either. The RP6 has no suspension, apart
from three rubber feet that aren't
adjustable, so make sure the support is
level (nerdy tip: use a spirit level for
this), has low resonance and is solid.
The key is to keep the turntable as
still, flat and vibration-free as
possible. We know from experience
that most of us don't have a lot of
flexibility in their living spaces, but if
you can, position the turntable far
away from the speakers to avoid



vibrations. To go one step further, install
a wall stand for even greater isolation.

If you've never set up a turntable
before, head to YouTube for tutorials.
You'll need to know the tracking weight
for the RP6's Exact cartridge (it's 1.75g),
adjust the counterbalance so that the
tonearm just floats on its own, and don't
forget to lock the tonearm in place when
you're not using it.

Needle positioning

The RP6 comes with its own power
supply, too. Once connected and
assembled, plug the RP6 into the
Elex-R’s rather excellent sounding phono
stage (always input 1 on Rega amps).
There are four other line level inputs for
plugging in extra sources. You get the
option to biwire or single-wire the

Rich, vinylis backagain. The Rega RP6/Exact
i your record collection like never before

Tannoy speakers. Once you're set up,
you'll start obsessing about being able to
position the needle precisely at the start
of a track. See? This is the fun part of
using a turntable.

Gorgeous system

For those with a vast vinyl collection
hidden away in the attic, now's the time
to get them down. Spinning your old 33s
and 45s on this system will have you
listening to records like you've never
heard them before.

Vinyl sales have been at their highest
in almost 20 years, and we couldn't be
happier. The revived interest in vinyl can
only be a good thing, and if this Rega/
Tannoy combination is your first ever
hi-fi system - you couldn’t pick a better
way to start. It's a gorgeous system.

Rating k% k%

FOR Articulate and rich detail; clear, spacious
sound; excellent build quality

AGAINST Turntable set-up will needs lots of
care and attention

VERDICT Dust off your vinyl - this system will
make you fall in love with hi-fi all over again

Listen with this

Giorgio Moroder -
DejaVu

The Italian groovemaster
has enlisted the help of
Kylie Minogue, Kelis and
Britney Spears, among
others, for his 21st studio album - a slick,
star-studded mix of disco beats and sparkly
pop-tastic electronica
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Panasonic

MASTERING THE MAGIC OF LIGHT

4

REALISING THE DIRECTOR'S VISION IN 4K

We believe that light is magic. And our passion is mastering its power to create a 4K range
with the widest, most vivid colour spectrum imaginable. Our CX802 series televisions with
4K Pro Studio Master technology can recreate the most nuanced shades from light to dark
— delivering the incredible detail the film-maker intended.

STUDIO MASTER UHD

panasonic.co.uk/4KPro



STREAMER SYSTEM

CDSYSTEM

Cambridge CXN
£700 % %k % Kk

High resolution 24-bit/192kHz, DSD64 e Inputs 2 x USB type

A, USB type B, optical, coaxial ¢ Outputs Optical, coaxial,

balanced XLR, RCA e Network Yes ¢ Remote Yes e Finishes 2

Dimensions (hwd) 9 x 43 x 31cm e Weight 4kg

ArcamFMJ A19
£650 % * % * X

Power handling 50W e Integrated Yes e Inputs 6 x RCA, MM

phono e Outputs 3.5mm headphone, preamp, tape loop e

Remote Yes ¢ Finishes 1 Dimensions (hwd) 9 x 43 x 28cm e

Weight 9kg

B&W 685 S2

£500 * %k * *

Claimed power 100W e Sensitivity 87 dB e Impedance
8 ohms e Biwirable Yes e Finishes 2 ¢ Dimensions (hwd)
35x19 x 32cm » Weight 7kg

sound 1 | 1] 1]
fuia | [ ] ||
| compatibility | | | |

Naim CD5si

£1080 * % %k % %k

Type Integrated e Output RCA e Remote Yes e Finishes 1
Dimensions 7 x 43 x 30cm e Weight 6kg

Naim Nait 5si
£990 * k% % %
Power handling 60W e Integrated Yes e Inputs 3 x RCA, 2 x

DIN e Outputs Tape loop, 6.3mm headphone e Remote Yes

Finishes 1 Dimensions 7 x 43 x 31cm ¢ Weight 6kg

Triangle Esprit Titus EZ
£600 % k% k x

Claimed power 60W e Sensitivity 90 dB  Impedance 4 ohms

Biwirable No e Finishes 3 ¢ Dimensions 30.5 x 17 x 27cm e
Weight 6kg

| Compativiity |1 1 1|

4 — Joinus on Spotify
whf.cm/playlist15

Listen to our favourite tracks every month!

LAPTOP SYSTEM

TURNTABLE SYSTEM

Apple MacBook Air 13in

£1000

Screen size 13in e Resolution 1440 x 900 e Space 8GB; 256GB
o Version OS X Yosemite o Battery life 12 hours ¢ Network
Wi-fi, Bluetooth e Connections 2 x USB, Thunderbolt, 3.5mm
headphone, SD card e Finishes 1 ¢ Dimensions 1.7 x 32.5 x
23cm e Weight 1.35kg

Fonre L L L]

Audiolab M-DAC

£600 * % Kk **x

Inputs USB type B, 2 x optical, 2 x coaxial e Outputs Optical,
coaxial, balanced XLR, RCA e Headphone output 6.3mm e
Display Yes e Remote Yes e Finishes 2 ¢ Dimensions (hwd) 6 x
25 x 25cm o Weight 5k

Grado SR325e

£270 % K % *k

Type On-ear, closed back e Headphone connector 6.3mm e
Cable length 1.5m e Finishes 1 Weight 354kg

Ceomperoiey T 1 ||

Rega RP6/Exact

£1000 * % * %k

Type Belt drive, unsuspended e Cartridge Exact moving
magnet e Tonearm Included « Manual operation Yes e Speeds
33.33rpm; 45rpm e Speed change Electronic e Finishes 3 o
Dimensions (hwd) 12 x 45 x 36cm

RegaElex-R

£900 * % * k%

Power handling 72W e Integrated Yes e Inputs 4 x RCA, MM phono
¢ Outputs Preamp, tape loop ¢ Remote Yes o Finishes 1e
Dimensions (hwd) 8 x 43 x 32cm

Tannoy Revolution XT6F

£1000 * % * *

Claimed power 150W e Sensitivity 90dB e Impedance 8
ohms e Biwirable Yes e Finishes 2 ¢« Dimensions (hwd) 100 x
27 x32cm
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HEADTOHEAp

Finlux
55UT3E24S-T
p46

Polaroid
P55D600
p47

option. They've come a long way since their
2012 debut as huge screens with five-figure
prices. Now, they're dominating manufacturers’
line-ups and more affordable than ever. A lack of 4K
content was a burning issue last year, but with
streaming services paving the way, and ‘Ultra HD
Blu-ray’ due before the year's out, it's on the rise.

You no longer have to make room for 65in+
screens either, with some 40ins around. A bigger
screen will make the most of the pixel-packing
technology, though, so here we welcome four 55in
screens covering broad budgets.

Finlux takes on Polaroid in the sub-£1000 arena,
while LG and Samsung battle it out (yet again) with
more typically priced flagships. Ready to plunge into
the 4K pool? You're in for a treat...

£0.7k Iinto

They're nolonger just huge screens with price tags to match,

T his is the year 4K TVs become a realistic
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4K TELEVISIONS TEST

LG
55UF950V
p48

Samsung
UE55JS8500
p49
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See a 55in 4K TV for £1000 and you'd be
forgiven for jumping at the chance. Most
on the market are double the price (see
over page). But then, eye-popping prices
are Finlux's forte - and often pleasing for
the performance their televisions offer.
Sadly the same can't be said here, for
the tribulations of 4K, and the knotty
specs that go with it, are personified
in this Finlux set.

Lacks technology

While the television is indeed the
3840x2160 resolution, 8.3 million
pixel-packing affair it promises, it lacks
the technology to play most 4K material
available today. Although the Netflix app
sits at the centre of its smart portal, the
Finlux doesn't have the necessary
coder-decoder hardware (codec) to
stream material in 4K. Nor does it have
Google's VP9 decoder, so that's YouTube's
4K content out of the window too.

Although three USB inputs enable
media playback and live TV recording
(programmes can be momentarily
paused when one is attached), none can
support video formats over 1920 x 1080.
The Finlux does have the HDMI 2.0 spec
needed to support 4K, so feeding it
content from an external 4K source via
HDMI connection should work.

Clearly this isn't your best bet for 4K
playback, but for high-def content - by
far the biggest slice of the content cake
- it's pretty good.
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Thanks to the Finlux's decent
upscaler, you get a quality HD picture. It
has no problem filling the 55in screen
with sharp outlines and good detail
levels. Plunge into Fury on Blu-ray and
there’s texture to torn-up fields, subtlety
in shading and detail in the soldiers’
muddied faces. The picture could easily
look dull and lifeless, but the bold, rich
hues make even the bleakness of war
look interesting.

With ‘Film Mode' activated in the
picture settings, motion is largely well
handled as the tanks bump along
uneven ground. But in faster motion
scenes, a hint of judder is present.

Resolution drop

Try the Finlux with standard definition
- Exodus: Gods and Kings DVD - and, as
much as the upscaler tries, it can't hide
the resolution drop. There are traces of
picture noise, and you can detect a slight
blur around galloping horses.

Clarity levels are reasonable enough
for you to tuck into action scenes.
Colours are bright and punchy, the golds
and reds of the ornate armoury and
chariots bright and vivid, but rather
overdone. The Finlux struggles to keep a
lid on its exuberant colour palette with
standard-def TV channels, though:
colours are pretty ‘out there’, with little
sign of nuance, and the picture loses its
cleanliness. High-def channels fare
better, though neither look as good as on

FINLUX FINALLY
GETSITS APP
While other brands
ditch their app
remotes, Finlux has
finally come
onboard. Its Smart
Centre Appisa
convenient, intuitive
way to perform
basic functions and
share smartphone
content with the TV

some of last year's cheaper Full HD-only
sets. It supports passive 3D, with eight
pairs of glasses supplied. Hugo 3D on
Blu-ray is bright and clear, although it's
not the most stable picture we've seen.

Dig deeper

Finlux's interface has gone in a different
direction (literally). Gone is the
horizontal gold-on-black menu, and in
its place a vertical sidebar which trails
down to the left of the screen. It's a far
cry from the lavish affair on big brand
TVs, but it's an improvement. There's
direct access to settings, live TV, media
browser and full-page smart portal. The
separate installation tab is superfluous
when it's often a one-off process.

The moral to the story: if it sounds too
good to be true, it probably is. Without
broad 4K playback compatibility, it's
barely worth buying this telly. If you are
bothered about 4K, you'll have to dig
deeper into your pockets. And if you
aren't, you can still pick up a better Full
HD TV for a similar price.

Rating * % % vrir

FOR Upscales HD content well; improved
operating system; nice remote

AGAINST No 4K streaming; struggles with SD
channels; not great value for money

VERDICT Not quite 4K fulfilment, but
areasonable picture for the money
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A perfectly functional
remote - once you've

Polaroid P55D600 £700 s+

A few years ago, the name Polaroid
would have conjured up images of
nostalgia-inducing cameras and
pocket-sized prints. Lately, the company
has proved itself in the TV market as one
of the few go-to brands for budget sets.

Visual punch

Exclusively sold in Asda supermarkets
in the UK, Polaroid TVs have been
consistently pleasing in offering
good-quality pictures for peanuts.
Bearing that in mind, it's not surprising
that its debut 4K TV will undoubtedly
be one of the cheapest of its size we

(or you) will see this year. And perhaps
even the next.

The P55D600 is the only 55in in the
brand’s 4K line-up - there is a 65in
model too, just toppling into four-figure
territory. But ultra-cheap and Ultra HD
4K isn't necessarily a recipe for success
(last year's one-star review for the £450
4K Bush set can vouch for that), so is this
Polaroid a pleasant surprise?

In terms of 4K, not especially. Much
like the Finlux 55UT3E242S-T, there are
compromises when it comes to 4K
compatibility. Without the necessary
codec hardware, it can't stream 4K from
Netflix or YouTube - the platforms
driving the 4K content movement at the
moment. Its HDMI spec meets the new
2.0 iteration, so should be compatible
with Ultra HD Blu-ray players when they
arrive later this year.

For now though, our test mostly
comprises regular content. Regardless of
resolutions, £700 is still a cracking price
for a TV of this size - especially when its
performance-per-pound is so good.

Play 22 Jump Street on Blu-ray and
we're happy with the Polaroid’s
upscaling quality even if the comedy
disappoints. Every edge is well etched
and the clear, high-contrast picture is
full of visual punch (translating well into
3D performance when we try it out).

The film is an attack of colour, giving
the Polaroid a chance to flaunt its
dynamic (and slightly overblown)
display. In the American football scene
the grass pitch is lush, and the blues and
reds on the jerseys are vivid. There's not
much subtlety, the Finlux is capable of
an iota more, but you get the gist.

Colour temperature

Running the Polaroid with a THX
Optimiser disc is highly recommended,
particularly for sorting out the colours.
We find them more natural-looking on a
cooler colour temperature setting.

Up next is the not-so-epic conclusion
to The Hobbit trilogy, The Battle of the
Five Armies, on DVD. It's a movie that
deserves Blu-ray treatment, but the
Polaroid does its best. Lines are well
sculpted - every soldier in the mass
army has definition - and there’s enough
detail to enjoy even the darkest scenes.
In the final battle, bodies flung through

TOP APPS GIVEN
EXCLUSIVE TAB
Polaroid hasn't built
on its core smarts of
Netflix, BBC iPlayer
and YouTube since
last year, but these
apps now get an
exclusive tab in the
smart hub. The new
interface, the
gateway to settings,
the media browser
and smart hub, is
identical to Finlux’s
vertical bar. It's

hardly sophisticated,

but is responsive
and easy to operate

4K TELEVISIONS TEST

the air draw a bit of motion instability
that we couldn't eliminate with picture
settings. We're disappointed by the SD
channels too, which involve soft lines
and misjudged shades of colour.

Comfortably loud

In terms of sound quality, it goes
comfortably loud and has reasonable
body, but we'd invest in a soundbar such
as the Philips HTL5140 for a welcome
boost in solidity and detail.

You aren't paying for a premium
design, and the Polaroid is fairly
unadorned. A word of caution about the
stand: it requires a tabletop roughly
110cm wide and 35cm deep. Not ideal.
Polaroid sticks with last year's chunky
remote. It's not the most luxurious affair,
but perfectly functional once you've
worked out the ambiguous icons.

This Polaroid isn't going to rock your
world with 4K streaming and the like.
But if you can live without it and simply
want a decent-performing big TV at a
good price, the Polaroid is worth a punt.

Rating » % %k 5

FOR Crisp, clean picture with Blu-ray and DVD;
punchy colours; easy-to-use interface
AGAINST Limited 4K playback; not very
subtle; impractical stand

VERDICT No 4K streaming, but offers decent
performance-per-pound
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LG has had an encouraging start to its
2015 TV campaign. Its mid-range 4K TV
(65UF850V) got our hearts racing with
its vivid hues, ultra-sharp lines and
super-speedy operating system - even if
it did just lose out to its Samsung rival.
Ever since clapping our eyes on it, we've
been dying to get our hands on the
company'’s flagship 4K range.

Solid base

Here we have the 55in UF950V model,
and we're instantly drawn to the stand.
The range introduces LG's premium
‘Auditorium’ stand: a curvaceous, angled
slab of metal that provides a rock-solid
base for the TV. More importantly, it's
designed to improve audio performance
by reflecting the downward-firing sound
towards the listening position.

Last year LG debuted its fresh-faced
operating system, WebOS, which
received much praise for its slick,
user-friendly interface - the ‘launcher’
menu with its pop-up cards proved a
welcome sight among competitor's ‘hub’
designs. This year's sets have the second

iteration, WebOS 2.0, and it's even better.

More fine-tuning than a full-blown
revamp, what you get is a speedier, more
streamlined experience. L.G claims boot
up time has been reduced by up to 60
per cent, and it runs like clockwork -
menus load in a flash, and getting
around the TV is generally a swift
experience.
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The most useful connections - three
USB and four HDMI (2.0) inputs - are all
handily side-facing if your TV needs to
be shoved up against a wall, and can
accept 4K material. LG tellies are now
up-and-running with 4K Amazon Instant
Video, so with Netflix Ultra HD on board
too there’s hundreds of hours of 4K
goodness at your fingertips. BBC iPlayer
and Demand 5 apps appear for regular
(non-4K) catch-up TV too.

The LG Content Store provides a
platform to watch movies, download
apps (Twitter and Deezer among them)
as well as manage items in ‘My Page’.

Palpable detail

Despite the advances in 4K content,
most people will continue to binge on
high-def for a while to come, so we'll
begin there. It's a good start for the
55UF950V, proving an excellent upscaler
as we load The Hunger Games: Mocking
Jay Part 1 on Blu-ray. Despite the TV
guessing three of every four pixels,
there's the sharpness and detail we'd
expect from the best Full HD sets.

LG's ColourPrime technology aims to
boost colour gamuts and deliver ‘more
than 20 per cent additional colour. The
set has an eye-popping (and not entirely
natural) palette, which revels in lush
greens and bold reds but lacks the
Samsung's subtlety and shading. 3D
playback is equally pleasing, the image
filling the screen with detail and clarity.

APPS WILL HAVE
YOUINASPIN
Last year's pair of
traditional and smart
remotes have been
rolled into one
multi-tasking unit.
Controlled viaan
on-screen Cursor,
and operated by
gYroscopic sensors,
there are keys too if
your arms get tired.
The roller button is
useful for scrolling
pages and browsing
channels. The voice
recognition feature
also works well

The traditional and
| smart remotes have

one multi-tasking unit

Move down in resolution to Lord of
the Rings: The Two Towers DVD and the
quality is a far cry from the blurrier 4K
sets of a few years ago. Lines are crisp,
and detail in the orcs’ faces is palpable.

Saving the best until last, we end by
dabbling with 4K streams of Breaking
Bad on Netflix and Bosch on Amazon
Instant Video. If you've never seen 3840
x 2160 resolution before, this LG TVis a
good advert for it. Colours pop, from the
shadings of purple on Walter White's
stripy shirt, to the rich colours in his
home’s upholstery and woodwork.

Class act

LG has put some work into bulking up
its TV's sound, not just with the bespoke
stand but by partnering with Harmon
Kardon. It sounds substantial enough to
put you off buying a budget soundbar.
Allin all, the 55UF950V is a class act,
and a decent option for those deciding
that now’s a good time to invest in 4K.
It's merely a little bit of video subtlety
away from five-star fame.

Rating * % x % ¢

FOR Sharp, insightful performance; consistent
across resolutions; fast OS; lovely remote
AGAINST Picture can look over-processed;
competition has more subtlety

VERDICT Bettered by rivals, but putsin a
strong 4K performance




SAMEUNG
EAMEUNGE

Samsung offer two
remotes - awand and

a smart remote. Pick

your favourite one

4K TELEVISIONS TEST

It looks and sounds

good and has plenty
of apps the Samsung
is a beauty to behold

SamsuUNgUE55JS8500 £2600 -+ x»

Last year was stellar for Samsung, and
the TV giant has picked up where it left
off. The first 2015 model we saw
(UE65JU700) received five stars and this
UE55JS8500, a 55in TV from the range
above, is yet another triumph. It marks
the first of Samsung's three flagship
SUHD ranges, comprising nine models.
Like the brand’s Galaxy S smartphone
range, the acronym's arbitrary 'S’ stands
for whatever you like.

Fine detail

The SUHD talking point is Samsung's
take on nano-crystal technology - a thin
layer of tiny crystals in the display panel
that emit light in various colours
according to their size. Samsung says it
offers 64 times more colour expression
and 2.5 times more brightness than
traditional tellies. And we're duly
impressed by what we see. With every
object precisely drawn, 4K House of
Cards on Netflix is an engrossing watch
even if the drama isn't your cup of tea.

Switch to the first episode of Marvel's
new Daredevil and even in the title
sequence the razor-sharp lines and the
way the pink graphics leap off the screen
blow us away. If we can get that quality
from streaming, we can't wait to see
what a 4K physical disc will deliver.

For now we'll have to make do with
Full HD 1080p Blu-rays, but in light of
the Samsung's performance this hardly
feels like a compromise. The picture is

still remarkably defined: its sharp yet
subtle outlines prove more realistic than
on the LG and it has no problem filling
the 55in screen with fine detail. Spin
Oscar-nominated Whiplash and you can
see every crease in J.K Simmons’
screwed-up face.

Deeper hues

Colour reproduction is the Samsung’s
forte, its palette rich, solid and ever-
truthful. Whereas the LG's delivery
brings a touch of glitz - brass
instruments resplendent, the wooden
cello a shiny reddish-brown - the
Samsung has more natural, deeper hues.
Contrast is exemplary too, the blacks
especially impressive. The sea of suits in
the orchestra is properly deep without
sacrificing detail.

Drop down to Star Trek Into Darkness
on DVD and the TV upholds the standard
very well. The picture is notably steady
as Spock chases Khan through the city.

The Freeview HD tuner (there’s
Freesat HD too) doesn't let it down:
high-def channels draw no complaints,
and although SD channels clearly deliver
the worst picture of the test, they're still
perfectly watchable. Samsung keeps
active 3D onboard, although no glasses
are supplied in the box this time round.

Curved screens account for almost a
third of Samsung’s 4K models this year,
not to mention its entire SUHD line-up.
The stylish TV looks like it's suspended

CHOICE OF
REMOTES
Samsung offers
two remotes -a
traditional and fairly
functional wand,
and a stylish,
rectangular smart
remote. This is
lovely to use and
there are lots of
hidden shortcuts

- holding down the
‘Extra’ key brings up
the EPG, for
example - soit's
worth flicking
through the
literature first

above the metal stand (curving parallel
in front) but rest assured, it's sturdy.

Driving force

Samsung set the benchmark for app
services in 2014, and it's a reputation it is
likely to preserve. You can get your 4K
kicks from YouTube, Netflix and
Amazon Instant Video (that's the most
on the market at the moment). The
driving force behind its smarts is its new
open-source platform, Tizen. Like LG's
WebOS, it features snazzy pop-up tiles
overlaying the screen. Here you can
access apps, channels and other content.

Input selection runs along a bar at the
top of screen, as do menus for settings,
EPG and a new feature called Multi-link,
which lets you split the screen in two, so
you can watch a programme and check
news headlines simultaneously.

Overall the Samsung 4K TV is a dream
to use. Both fantastic to watch and
enjoyable to listen to, the UE55JS8500 is
abeauty to behold. Perhaps the 'S" in
SUHD stands for ‘success’. Or ‘special’.

Rating * k x % %

FOR Superb detail; natural colours; intuitive,
user-friendly OS; rich, full sound; lots of apps
AGAINST The TV has 3D, but there are no
3D glasses supplied

VERDICT Our first impressions of Samsung's
SUHD line-up are very favourable indeed
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IN ADMIRATION OF MUSIC

DALI KUBIK ONE

- Listen Your Way

The new DALI KUBIK ONE allows you to listen wirelessly to your music and movies at an incredible level of sonic detail. This sound system gives
you a variety of choices to listen to anything, anywhere in your home, from any device. It combines DALI’s outstanding loudspeaker heritage
with state-of-the-art digital amplification - designed by people who have devoted their lives to the pursuit of audio excellence.
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Learn more about the KUBIKs on www.dalikubik.com




For a full list of specifications and
other useful info visit whathifi.com

THE WINNER

Polaroid £700 * % % % 1+

4K TELEVISIONS TEST

THE WINNER

Samsung £2600 * % k% *

If 4K television is unchartered territory, our test winners
Polaroid and Samsung will help you steer clear of pitfalls

he question of 4K or not 4K can be a

I real headache. The technology may

now be a realistic proposition for the
home, but it's still a tricky business. It's not
just about panel resolution. To stream 3840 x
2160 content or play it from other sources, 4K
TVs need certain hardware (codecs, HDMI
iterations) and to meet specific copyright
protection (HDCP 2.2) requirements.

As our first (cheaper) pair demonstrates, not
all sets with ‘4K’ in their title are capable of
playing the 4K material available at the
moment, SO we can't stress the importance of
checking specs before you buy.

For Finlux and Polaroid, the jury must be
out on 4K Blu-ray performance until the discs
arrive. We can report they perform decently
with Blu-rays and DVDs. Performance-wise,
there’s not much in it: both upscale well to
produce clean, sharp pictures with decent
detail and bright colours. The Finlux is more
subtle, but that doesn't justify the premium
over its rival. So in terms of our performance-
per-pound ethos, the plaudits go to Polaroid.

Our second pair are model examples of the
finest (future-proofed) TVs available today - as
you'd hope for £2600. Yes, it's a high price to
pay when tellies of this size start around a

third cheaper, but these are sets from flagship
ranges. And frankly, we'd welcome them on
our AV stand any time - especially if 4K
streaming is high on your priorities.

The Samsung is one of the best TVs we've
seen this year. We're big fans of the new Tizen
platform, and its performance is hard to fault.
It trumps the LG with greater colour
expression and detail, and has a richer sound,
too, so no need to buy a soundbar.

The LG isn't down and out though. A
super-sharp picture; clear, crisp sound and
seamless operating system (our favourite) are
all good reasons to splash your cash.

Facts & figures

TEST WINNER
id P55D600

LG 55UF950V

£700 % %k % K i

Type LED e Aspect ratio 16:9 e Screen
size 55 e Resolution 3840 x 2160 e
Accepts 1080p yes o 24fps yes o
HDMI 2.0 O ¢ Integrated digital tuner
yes e HDMIin 4 ¢ PCin 1« Component
in1e RGBscartinle ScartinO e
Compositein1e USBin 3 e Phono
audioin 1 Digital audio out 1e
Dimensions (hwd) 80 x 125x 24
Weight 18.2kg e Smart TV Yes e 3D
Yes o Freeview Yes ¢ Freesat No

Finlux 55UT3E24S-T

£1000 * % % ¢

Type LED e Aspect ratio 16:9 e Screen
size 55 ¢ Resolution 3840 x 2160 e
Accepts 1080p yes o 24fps yes o
HDMI 2.0 O « Integrated digital tuner
yes e HDMlin 4 « PCin 1 Component
in1e RGBscartinleScartinO e
Compositein1e USBin 3 ¢ Phono
audioin 1« Digital audioout 1
Dimensions (hwd) 71x 124 x5 e
Weight 24.2kg e Smart TV Yes ¢ 3D
Yes o Freeview Yes ¢ Freesat No

£2600 * % % * ¥

Type LED o Aspect ratio 16:9 » Screen
size 55 e Resolution: 3840 x 2160 e
Accepts 1080p yes o 24fps yes o
HDMI 2.0 O ¢ Integrated digital tuner
yes e HDMlin 4 ¢ PCin 1 Component
in1e RGBscartin: e Scartinle
Compositein1e USBin 3 e Phono
audio in O e Digital audioout 1
Dimensions (hwd) 72 x 124 x 5
eWeight (kg) 22 ¢ Smart TV Yes e 3D
Yes o Freeview Yes e Freesat No

Samsung UE55JS85
£2600 * *k * X X

Type LED o Aspect ratio 16:9 ¢ Screen
size 55 e Resolution 3840 x 2160
Accepts 1080p yes o 24fps yes o
HDMI 2.0 O « Integrated digital tuner
yes e HDMIin 4 « PCin O e Component
in1eRGBscartin O e ScartinO e
Composite in 1USB in 3 e Phono
audioin O ¢ Digital audioout 1e
Dimensions (hwd) 72 x 124 x 9 e
Weight (kg) 28 e Smart TV Yes ¢ 3D
Yes o Freeview Yes e Freesat Yes
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hen one of music'’s biggest names buys a streaming
Wservice, the whole world sits up and pays attention. In

the first month after Jay-Z bought CD-quality streaming
service Tidal, it racked up more column inches than it had in the
whole six months previously. That's no bad thing - the exposure has
created the perfect opportunity to get people talking about both the
level of sound quality in music-streaming services and how to find
the perfect balance between quality and convenience.

But Tidal isn't the only CD-quality streaming service out there -
French outfit Qobuz was among the first to offer it, and now Deezer
has launched its Elite service in the UK too.

As we sit on the cusp of what feels like a high-quality streaming
revolution, we think it only right to see how these services
compare with one another, and against the ever-popular
Spotify. Can Spotify still impress at 320kbps or is the
smart money spent elsewhere? You know what
to do to find out.

WHAT’S ON TEST
Deezer, p54
Qobuz, p54
Spotify, p56

Tidal, p56
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DEEZER From free Y% % % i

Deezer's roots in the streaming
industry go right back to the very
beginning. While Spotify is credited with
being one of the first services to launch,
Deezer was on the scene as much as a
year earlier, but with a limited catalogue.

Wide platform support

Now its reach is huge (it's availabile in
182 countries) and its platform
availability is similarly extensive - you'll
struggle to find a device it's not available
on rather than one it is.

The experience on a laptop, via the
web or desktop app, is by far the best
way to use Deezer. Though the mobile
apps are easy enough to navigate once
you know the layout of the service, they
lack a little inspiration.

Feature-wise, Deezer is a strong
competitor for Spotify and works hard at
helping you to find new music. One new
feature is ‘Flow’, which is presented to
you on the homepage across platforms
as the first thing you see. The idea is that
Deezer does the hard work for you,
picking songs from its catalogue it thinks
you'll like based on your listening habits.
We found it to be pretty good in its

selections, and it's helpful if you just
want to get to some music quickly.

Elsewhere you have the Hear This tab,
which picks out new curated content
and accurate “if you liked that, then
this” suggestions, the New Releases and
Top Playlists tabs and lastly Mixes,
which are ultimately genre and
mood-based radio stations.

While Spotify has quietly ditched
third-party apps, Deezer continues to
offer them, as well as a handful of its
own. Some of the better ones include
Deezer Sessions (exclusive videos of live
music sessions) and Spotizr, a hugely
helpful app that replicates your Spotify
playlists in Deezer.

Free option
Like Spotify, Deezer still offers an
ad-supported free tier at 128kbps. There's
no offline listening, so you'll want to go
steady if you have a data allowance.
For £9.99/month, users get access to
the ad-free Premium+ with 320kbps
playback and offline listening; or, for
£14.99, Sonos users only can sign up to
Deezer Elite for everything Premium+
offers plus 16-bit/44.1kHz playback.

QOBUZ From £499/month % % % % &

Qobuz has been around for almost as
long as Spotify, but was largely unknown
until it launched outside its home
country of France in late 2013.

Even now, it's not a service you'll find
trying to appeal to thousands of
subscribers. Instead it focuses on
attracting a somewhat more niche
audience from the audiophile world.

They've got company

As the first CD-quality streaming service
to hit the UK, that made sense - but now,
with the launch of Tidal, there's plenty
that needs working on if Qobuz is ever
going to become a streaming service to
be reckoned with.

When it comes to subscription
options, Qobuz offers quite the
selection. There'’s the headline 16-bit/
44 1kHz streaming for £19.99/month
(though you can pay £14.99 for access to
only the service's classical catalogue), a
320kbps option for £9.99/month and a
basic option at £4.99/month which
restricts mobile and offline listening.

Since we last looked at it there have
been some interface tweaks across both
the desktop and mobile apps that make
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the overall look a little cleaner, but
usability still leaves much to be desired.

Search is still flaky, and results often
feel cluttered, unorganised or irrelevant.
A search for Beyonce turned up nearly
67,000 artist results, with most there
purely because they started with ‘Be’.

We noted in our 2014 review that
much of Qobuz still felt rooted in France,
and while we'd hoped that would
improve with time, it's still the case.

On the main Discover page, the
majority of suggested playlists are in
French, and there are more French
albums suggested throughout the
various genres than on other services.

Speaking of music discovery, Qobuz
loses marks here too, lacking popular
features such as artist radio, suggestions
for similar artists or recommendations
based on your listening habits.

Different focus

When you browse what's new, Qobuz
often picks out more jazz and classical
picks than Spotify’s more contemporary
options. This, plus its classical-only
subscription tier, gives a hint as to the
audience Qobuz is courting.

Subscriptions
Deezer Free;
Deezer
Premium+
£9.99;

Deezer Elite
£14.99
Platforms
Windows, Mac,
web player,
iOS, Android,
BlackBerry,
Windows Phone,
Chromecast

Catalogue
Over 30 million

Sound quality
128kbps/
320kbps MP3,
16-bit/44.1kHz
FLAC (Sonos
only)

As for performance, Deezer offers a
similar sound to its Big Green Rival.
Critical ears will hear that 320kbps
streams have a similarly hard edge when
heard through unforgiving kit, but in
practice this will go largely unnoticed.

The benefits of joining the Elite
Detail levels are good and timing is tight,
but you'll hear a much more open,
dynamic and punchy presentation if you
upgrade to Elite through a Sonos speaker.
Spotify’s refreshed interface shows
that Deezer has been left behind in
that department. While we applaud
the introduction of Elite, more attention
needs to be given to the user experience.
Until then, it's hard not to fancy other
services more.

Rating % % % %

FOR Well featured; good catalogue; wide
support; local MP3 syncing; CD quality available
AGAINST Mobile apps need more
development; Elite service is restricted

VERDICT Deezer comes very close to Spotify
in many ways, but its apps need work

Those people probably will overlook a
less-than-perfect interface for a catalogue
that suits them, particularly given the
sound quality you get from Qobuz - its
16-bit/44.1kHz streams sound superb.

Tracks sound more spacious and have
stacks more detail and subtlety than a
Spotify or Deezer stream, even pipping
Tidal's CD-quality streams for detail.

We don't picture many people taking
Qobuz up on its lesser subscription tiers
- there are better options at the prices.
We'd take Tidal over Qobuz, despite the
latter having the best sound quality of
any streaming service; its interface
quirks and sparse features are frustrating.
Classical fans should consider taking a
look, but Qobuz needs to up its game if it
wants to compete with the likes of Tidal.

Rating * * * x ¢

FOR Great sound quality; strong catalogue; good
platform support; extensive subscription options
AGAINST Poor interface and functionality;
lacks features found elsewhere

VERDICT It might be the best-sounding service,
but the experience leaves us wanting more
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SPOTI FY From free Yk %k % %

Since its launch in 2008, Spotify has
led the streaming revolution with
confidence. While its model has evolved,
its motto has stayed the same - ‘Music
for Everyone’ - and it remains one of the
only streaming services that still offers a
free, ad-supported subscription tier
alongside its premium service.

Nevertheless, the concept of music for
nothing is one that still divides artists,
not least because of royalty payments -
Tidal claims to pay out three times the
amount that Spotify does per stream.

Be that as it may, as the biggest and
longest-running streaming service out
there, Spotify has managed to woo many
an exclusive over the years, giving it an
enviable catalogue of over 30 million
songs and the influence to secure more.

Interface lift
Spotify’s interface has had a lick of paint
since we last looked at it, with some
welcome additions such as the Your
Music section for storing favourite songs,
albums and artists, as well as playlists
which can now be synced to mobile too.
The Browse page is a well-managed,
regularly updated section that throws up

context-based playlists, constantly
updated charts and new releases for
your attention, as well as content based
on things you've previously listened to.
We found the latter generally
contained rather dated suggestions -
older albums of artists when there are
newer ones available - but it's a handy
tool for music discovery nonetheless.

The sharing aspect

Spotify has a big social element to it,
with the ability to connect your social
networks to see what friends are
listening to, collaborate on playlists and
follow artists and their new music.

The free subscription tier allows users
to shuffle any artist or playlist - on a
laptop or mobile device - with adverts
cropping up every few songs and the
ability to skip a song 6 times per hour.
The sound quality is capped at 160kbps
and you'll need to be connected to the
internet at all times.

Take the jump to Premium and you'll
get much-improved 320kbps streams,
offline listening, freedom to skip tracks
as you please and of course, no adverts.
There's no lossless option yet, though.

TI DAL From £999/month % % % % %

Tidal's relaunch in March 2015 was
quite the media spectacle. With new
owner Jay-Z at the helm, Tidal was
introduced to a US audience by its
16-strong star-studded line up of
shareholders, including Beyonce,
Rihanna, Madonna and Calvin Harris.

Several strings to the bow
With a focus on CD-quality lossless
music, its other promises include
big-name exclusives, HD video content
and better royalty payments for artists.
We've been fans of the service since
before it got cosy with some of music's
biggest names, so what's changed? The
main thing is a new, more accessible £10
subscription tier for standard 320kbps
AAC streams, taking the fight to the likes
of Spotify and Deezer while still offering
the lossless option at £20/month.
Elsewhere, changes are a little less
obvious. Exclusives have started to
trickle through, with Beyonce and
Rihanna both having songs and videos
make their debut through the service.
The general look and feel of the
service hasn't changed since its new
owners took over, and across the web
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player (HiFi subscribers will need
Chrome for lossless sound) and mobile
apps, it's slick and easy to navigate
through Tidal's various menus.

As well as a handy area to keep all
your favourite albums, artists and
playlists, Tidal throws up plenty of
chances for music discovery, including
two whole sections dedicated to new
music - Tidal Rising and Tidal Discover.

These offer a selection of up-and-
coming and unsigned artists
respectively, with artists even able to
upload their music directly to the
service themselves - no record label
required. It's a nice touch that shows a
dedication to giving new artists a
platform as well as the established ones.

Video is on offer as well
As well as music, Tidal also offers 75,000
HD videos that you can browse,
including interviews and behind-the-
scenes footage. Others dabble in video,
but no other service comes close to this.
We'd recommend going the whole hog
and signing up for Tidal HiF1i if you can.
It can't quite take its lossless rival Qobuz
for the best in subtlety and timing, but

Subscriptions
Spotify Free;
Spotify Premium
£9.99. Discounts
available for
students and
families

Platforms
Windows, Mac,
web player, iOS,
Android,
BlackBerry,
Windows Phone,
Amazon Kindle

Catalogue
Over 30 million

Sound quality
96kbps/
160kbps/
320kbps,

Ogg Vorbis

Subscriptions
Tidal Premium
£9.99/month,
Tidal HiFi
£19.99/month
Platforms
Web player
(Chrome only
for lossless),
iOS, Android

Catalogue
25 million

Sound quality
96kbps AACH,
320kbps AAC,
16-bit/44.1kHz
FLAC

For now, its 320Kkbps streams offer
decent detail levels and a tonally
balanced presentation. There's more
space, punch and nuance to its lossless
competitors though, and it sounds
altogether less refined in comparison.

It's half the price of those services
though, and is available on the widest
number of platforms. It also offers one of
the best catalogues and interfaces. Also,
Spotify Connect is included in
equipment from the likes of Sony,
Onkyo, Yamaha, LG and Samsung,
allowing Premium customers to play
their music directly through TVs,
speakers or systems.

Accessibility, ease of use and content
- Spotify has it all and then some. As an
all-round service, Spotify is hard to beat.

Rating * * % % %

FOR Great catalogue; well-designed interface;
good platform support; free option; ample
features; well connected

AGAINST No lossless option

VERDICT If you don't want to pay for lossless,
this is the most complete streaming service

it's a much better interface and stronger
catalogue for the average listener, plus
all 25 million of its tracks are available in
16-bit/44.1kHz lossless FLAC.

The added sound quality does make a
difference. Tracks streamed in lossless
offer much more detail, a better sense of
space and a tighter handle on timing
than their 320kbps counterparts, though
there's an occasional delay for buffering.

The 320kbps streams are still good if
your budget won't stretch beyond £10/
month, and we'd say they just pip their
Spotify and Deezer equivalents too.

There are still a few things we'd like to
see - such as gapless playback - but the
level of choice and interesting USPs have
helped Tidal become a truly compelling
streaming proposition.

Rating * % % % %
FOR Excellent sound quality; intuitive interface;
well featured; strong catalogue

AGAINST No gapless playback; some buffering
VERDICT A superb streaming service where
great sound quality is matched by a strong
interface and extensive music catalogue
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Find out more at
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THE WINNER

TIDAL From £10/month
1. 0.0.6.6 ¢

While Qobuz tops Tidal on
sound quality, the rest of the

hen we looked at these
four services, what felt
quite obvious from the scales tip rather convincingly

off is that you need to make a in Tidal's favour.
simple decision. Do you want to
pay more for high-quality Interface and features

Its user interface has been more
carefully thought out across the
board, it packs in more useful
features, plus its catalogue has a
much wider appeal and fewer
gaps. Tidal scores an easy five
stars for all the above reasons, but
Qobuz's interface and Francophile
tendencies keep it at a four - even
though it does sound superb.
If you'd prefer not to spend the

extra cash on sound quality and

streaming or not? Once you know
the answer to that question (and
most services offer a trial to help
you decide), your decision as to
which service would suit you best
is much more easily made.

With Deezer high-quality
streams restricted to Sonos users
right now, the only real choices
for 16-bit/44.1kHz playback are
Tidal and Qobuz - a battle of new
versus old.

While other services offer tempting USPs and, in
one case, better sound quality, Tidal has evolved™
into a do-it-all resource that now shades them all

STREAMING SERVICES TEST

are more bothered about
convenience, Spotify and Deezer
offer two of the best 320kbps
services going. There are a lot of
similarities between the two, with
great catalogues, features and
subscription options, but what
divides them is their mobile apps.
Spotify looks much better after
last year's interface makeover, but
Deezer appears to have been
somewhat left behind. It's not
hard to use, just rather pedestrian.
Deezer may well have the
option of high-quality streams
through Sonos, but that's too
limited to have any clout here -
Spotify is the better all-rounder.

%

For a full list of specifications and
other useful info visit whathifi.com

When it came to deciding a
winner, we went with the service
we felt offered the best all-
encompassing solution, which is
Tidal. For a service still in its
infancy, it's made great ground on
playing catch-up with the best,
and can now challenge them.

Now you can have it all

Even better, it has huge potential
for exclusives that could hit other
services hard, not to mention the
all-important choice between
high-quality or not. Spotify is still
a solid decision for getting plenty
from the streaming world, but
with Tidal you can have it all.

Facts &figure

TTH L
i LEl

Qobuz

From £5/month %% % %
Catalogue 24 million e Sound quality
320kbps MP3, 16-bit/44.1kHz FLAC
Subscription options Hi-Fi £19.99/
month; Hi-Fi Classical £14.99/month;
Premium £9.99/month; Basic £4.99

Deezer

From free %% %

Catalogue Over 30 million e Sound
quality 128kbps/320kbps MP3,
16-bit/44.1kHz FLAC (Sonos only) e
Subscription options Free; Premium+
£9.99/month; Elite £14.99/month

Spotify

From free %% %%

Catalogue Over 30 million e Sound
quality 96kbps/160kbps/320kbps Ogg
Vorbis e Subscription options Free;
Premium £9.99. Discounts available for
students and families

Tidal

From £10/month % %k %
Catalogue 25 million e Sound quality
96kbps AAC+, 320kbps AAC,
16-bit/44.1kHz FLAC e Subscription
options Premium £9.99/month; HiFi
£19.99/month
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Acoustic Energy
1Series 5.101
p63

Dali Zensor 15.1
p64
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51SPEAKER PACKAGES TEST

Q Acoustics 3000
Series 5.1 Cinema Pack we?
p66
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RAUMFELD

ADVERTISING FEATURE

i

True Wiraless High Fidelity

STREAMING WITH STYLE

High-quality stereo streaming - big or small, throughout your home

erman engineering. Two words that

conjure up ideas of quality, precision,

style and purity. They're the same
ideas that were placed front and centre when
Raumfeld's engineers created its Bauhaus-
inspired range of multiroom streaming systems.

There's no shortage of choice, either.

The range includes smaller speakers for the
bathroom or kitchen, right up to larger models
that can fill your living room (or your entire
home) with proper, high-quality, stereo sound

- all of it exactly the way the artist intended

the music to be. Whether it's coming from

an existing hi-fi source or streamed from

providers such as TIDAL, Spotify, Napster,

Simfy or Tuneln, your music is sent through

advanced DACs and tuned components -

all controlled by the free Raumfeld App. What

you want to hear is just a finger-tap away.
And it's all served up by precision hardware.

It's genuine German quality, inside and out

- and it's all available at Raumfeld.com.

.

One M '
This stereo speaker delivers 120W ‘
of high-quality sound from five |
drivers and a downward-firing |
subwoofer. It's perfect for the
bedroom or kitchen - but equally
capable of powering a party.

—

Stereo L

These floorstanders house a
400W amplifier and a

Stereo Cubes

They might only be 20cm
across, but these 160W

One S

Plug-and-play in the truest
sense: the Stereo M speakers

Small and mighty. The One S
uses coaxial drivers and twin

speakers pack real punch. three-way crossover for big,

They're available in black or clean, exceptionally clear
sound. Stream music to them

wirelessly, or connect to your

white, and use a two-way
coaxial driver arrangement

with double bass reflex. own high-res source.

can connect to online
services and existing set-ups.
Theyll fill a room, too, thanks
to 320W of integrated
amplification.

Come in pairs with an active and a passive speaker to deliver an authentic stereo panorama

passive bass radiators and a

60W Class-D amp for punchy

sound. Got favourite internet
radio stations? Assign them
to presets for easy access.

L




5.1SPEAKER PACKAGES TEST

Acoustic Energy 1Series5101 £1000 ##+

There was a time, about 10 years ago,
when Acoustic Energy ruled these parts.
Since then the company has got close on
occasion, but never quite managed class
leadership. But now, after some big
changes on the business side, AE is
giving it another go.

The first of the new products to come
through our doors were the freshly
minted Acoustic Energy 101s (reviewed
on page 11). They do rather well in a
stereo configuration, so we're expecting
great things from a surround set-up.

What we have here is two pairs of
AE101s, the smallest in the entry-level
1 Series. These are joined by an older 107
centre speaker, and a 108 subwoofer. The
1 Series’ design was informed by the
mid-range 3 Series, which is good as far
as we're concerned - the AE301s are the
proud holders of a five-star rating.

Flexible positioning
All the speakers in the 1 Series use
common drive units. The fronts feature
28mm fabric-dome tweeters and 11cm
anodised aluminium mid/bass cones,
housed in straight-edged boxes and
finished in black ash or walnut wraps (as
opposed to the piano gloss of the 301s).
Instead of more traditional circular
reflex ports, the 1 Series features a
front-firing slot port. This is designed to

reduce air turbulence and increase
flexibility in positioning. It works, but
they sound more solid when placed near
walls. The subwoofer is relatively
unfussy about placement, largely thanks
to its downwards-firing driver, but it still
benefits from being away from the walls
and room corners.

A punchy, engaging performance
We get stuck into a Blu-ray of Birdman.
It's a vibrant, dynamic soundtrack with a
constant bed of effects and voices all
around. With the Acoustic Energy
package hooked up, it's a fun listen.

Both low-key and high-octane events
are handled with far-reaching dynamics.
Subtle conversational shifts are
apparent, while the beating of a cymbal
has all the texture of a trash can lid
thrown in your direction. It's a punchy,
lively and engaging performance.

The soundfield, meanwhile, is tall and
wide - bigger than from the Q Acoustics
3000 Series 5.1 Cinema Pack. It's a
blanket of sound that easily covers
medium to large listening rooms.

Big and punchy, then, but that doesn't
mean it's not a refined performance. The
sound is clean and clear, with a healthy
balance to the tonal diet. Highs are crisp,
and lows are of the taut, agile variety and
consistent across the board.

The Acoustic Energy

fussy about placement
inyour listening room

The speakers integrate well with the
subwoofer, which won't worry your
light-fittings but still packs a solid
punch. Overall it's an enjoyable,
entertaining listen and easy to live with.
But while the Acoustic Energy package
doesn’t have any particular weak points,
it failed to impress us as much as some
of its similarly priced rivals did.

Detailed textures
On their own, the AEs are dynamic and
punchy, but not as unrestrained as the
Dali Zensor 15.1. There's a good deal of
detail in the textures, but Wharfedale's
Diamond 220 HCP and the Q Acoustics
3000s are more subtle and analytical.
The Acoustic Energy 1 Series 5.101
package offers good sound for the
money, just not enough for a fifth star.
But if you're tight on space and looking
for something easy to accommodate,
this package is well worth investigating.

Rating * % %3¢

FOR Well integrated; clean, detailed sound;
easy to accommodate

AGAINST Not quite the last word in
dynamism or subtlety

VERDICT This package is a great all-rounder
and easy to accommodate in your home
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Dali Zensor151 £980 wa s

This needs no introduction, but
deserves one nonetheless. The Dali
Zensor 15.1 package is our reigning
champion. Not only has it won Awards
in the £700-£1500 arena, it has also been
our traditional speaker packages Product
of the Year for two years in a row. It will
take something spectacular to knock
down these Danish warriors.

A fluid, dynamic presentation

In the package are two pairs of Dali
Zensor 1 standmounters, former
Award-winners in their own right.
Accompanying them is the Zensor Vokal
centre and the E-9F subwoofer.
Together, they run like clockwork. What
you get is arguably the most stunningly
entertaining sound this money can buy.

It's a fluid, dynamic performance that
soars with excitement before easily
dropping right down for a bit of
hush-hush. We put on a Blu-ray of
Whiplash to watch JK Simmons torment
a drumming Miles Teller.

The Dalis have no problem shifting up
from Teller's tearful sniffing to Simmons’
seething barks. It's 0-60 in less time
than you can say ‘oooh’. There is plenty
of pop, to the extent that ‘lively’ really
doesn't quite cut it.

It's not all about the excitement,
though. The Dalis are as articulate as
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they are expressive, and demonstrate
great attention to detail. Dialogue is
delivered with insight and delicacy.
There is as much subtle texture as you
like, from the rustling of sheet music to
the leading edges of a full orchestra.
Combine this level of nuance with the
strong, far-reaching dynamics and you
have yourself a thoroughly invigorating
listen. This is good, sophisticated fun.
It also helps that whole package is a
uniform presentation and beautifully
integrated. Sound effects that travel
across the room maintain a consistency
of character. That includes the
subwoofer, which is authoritative yet
articulate. It's fast, precise, and a
seamless part of the ensemble.

Attractive package

The competition? We'd say the
Wharfedale Diamond 220 HCP is
comparatively more analytical and
measured. Then again the Dalis are far
from vague or sloppy, and any
incremental gains in precision are
outweighed by the Dalis’ colourful,
dynamically free delivery.

As for the physical side of things, what
you get matches the quality of the
performance. This is an attractive and
well-built package. The speakers all use
the same 25mm soft-dome tweeter and

It will take something
spectacular to beat our

reigning champ, the
Dali Zensor 1package

'With both nuance and
, strong, far-reaching
« dynamics, you have
an invigorating listen
here. This is good,

sophisticated fun

13cm wood-fibre mid/bass driver, and
the centre doubles up on this for extra
authority and better dispersion.

Top of their game

A word on placement: it's pretty easy.
Dali designs its products to have wide
sound dispersion, and they tend to
perform best when firing straight ahead.
That means you don't need to angle
them towards the listening position.

They work best on a solid pair of
stands, positioned fairly close to a wall.
Wall-mounting works too, which lends
the package a degree of flexibility not
enjoyed by many rivals.

We have tremendous respect for the
Dali Zensor 1 5.1 package. That it's lasted
this long is impressive, but it's doubly
admirable that it's still at the top of
its game. If you're after a surround
speaker package for under £1000,
you must seek the Zensors out.

Rating * % %% %

FOR Punchy dynamics; bags of
detail; articulate and expressive;
impressive integration
AGAINST Nothing at this price

VERDICT Still arguably the best-sounding
package available for the money
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TEST 5.1 SPEAKER PACKAGES

This package occupies
a comfortable spot
between excitement
and refinement - an
insightful listen with

the subtlest textures

Q Acoustics 3000Series51CinemaPack £700 xxx

Few manufacturers have such a
consistent record of punching above
their weight as Q Acoustics. Since
arriving on the scene less than 10 years
ago, the company has amassed a
disproportionate number of our Awards,
many of which went to the 2000i series.

Our first experience of the new 3000
series - the 3020 standmounters - was
positive, and what we have here are two
pairs of the smaller 3010 standmounters,
along with the 3090C centre speaker
and 3070S subwoofer.

Low-resonance cabinets

The design of the 3000 series takes
lessons from Q Acoustics’ premium
Concept series. The new cabinet benefits
from double-layered top and front
panels, along with improved internal
bracing. The idea, as it was with the
Concept 20 and 40, is to create a
low-resonance cabinet.

There are new drivers too. The 2in 1’
concentric-ring dome tweeter aims to
combine the best properties of ring
radiator and dome-type designs to
deliver highs with low distortion and
wide dispersion. The whole assembly is
decoupled from the main enclosure
structure by butyl rubber, which isolates
it from unwanted vibrations and
theoretically produces a purer sound.
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As for the mid/bass driver, the cone
material has changed from a paper/mica
mix to Kevlar. Instead of the typical
cube design of subwoofer, Q Acoustics’
offering is tall, thin and rather deep, with
twin, front-firing 17cm drivers.

As we've come to expect from Q
Acoustics, construction feels very solid.
The 3000 series comes in Matt Graphite
or American Walnut finishes as standard,
but you can pay extra for glossy black or
white lacquer, or even ‘leather effect'.

Insightful and nuanced sound
This package offers a rounded sound,
occupying a comfortable spot between
excitement and refinement. It's a hugely
insightful listen, packed with the
subtlest of textures. If you're after a
nuanced listen, this is it.

We find ourselves noticing the
smallest sounds, like a quietly ticking
clock in the corner of Michael Keaton's
dressing-room in Birdman. As the
soundtrack gets busier with layers of
speech and jazz drumming, the speakers
demonstrate remarkable organisational
skills. What you hear is clear and
controlled, and far more precise than
you might get from lesser rivals.

There's a good deal of attack, too. The
dragon scene of The Hobbit: Battle Of The
Five Armies has all the fiery bite and

Withits 3000 Series
package, Q Acoustics
continues to punch

excitement needed to convey a sense

of danger. Strong dynamics make short
work of Benedict Cumberbatch'’s
magnificent roar. It's not quite up to the
Dali Zensor 1 5.1's level of intensity, but
then there's a £280 price gap to consider.

Extraordinary value

The soundfield is tall and wide given the
compact dimensions of the speakers. It
doesn't go as big as the Wharfedale
Diamond 220 HCP, but you'll have no
problem filling a medium-sized room.

It's not an entirely flawless package,
however. It is let down slightly by the
subwoofer, which sounds a little soft and
needs better definition and control to
put out the taut, punchy bass we're after.
It's far from disastrous, however.

Overall, Q Acoustics' latest continues
the company tradition of punching way
above its weight. For the money, what
you get here is extraordinary.

Rating * % x %%

FOR Stacks of detail; subtle and atmospheric;
a fun listening experience

AGAINST Subwoofer could do with firming up
and being a touch tauter

VERDICT Q Acoustics does it again: this
package offers extraordinary value for money
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MADE IN DENMARK

DANISH DESIGN
CRAFTED IN DENMARK

- All our knowledge and enthusiasm combine in this all-in-one sound system.

Whether it’s wireless or cabled, the TP200 supports all music devices —and
with its patented HDSX® function it’s also a powerful soundbar for your TV.
There’s no need to hide it either — carefully selected materials and great
attention to detail make this speaker one to show off on a kit-rack, optional
wall bracket or floor stand.

The TP200 delivers authentic sound as it should be, and reaches low bass
like no other — so there’s no need to add a subwoofer to get that cinema
experience at home. It’s sound for those who demand the best.

See www.tptube.co.uk for more information

Size: 70 x 16 x 16 cm - Power: 200 W - Material: Aluminum - Connections: Bluetooth aptX®/ Minijack3.5 / Optical / USB
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“Great looks, great sound;
this 1s fit for kings”
From a small factory in London,
financed by the sale of Harry
Roberts’ co-founder’s motorbike,
was born the most successful
British manufacturer of portable
radios. This year Roberts Radio
celebrate 40 years as a Royal

~ Warrant holder.

ROBERTS RADIO

1939

War broke out but production continued
uniil valve supply ran out and battery
porables produced by Roberts were
shipped to YMCA overseas,

1932

Harry Roberts and Lesie Bidmead
founded Roberts Radio with their first
small factory in Hill Place near Onxdord
Clircus producing 3 receivers a week.

1956

The first Revival radio was designed,

hased on the: handbag owned by the wile
of the Roberts Radio fnmder

1975

The metal frame MW & LW transistor,
Rambler was [irst produced and
remained in production for 9 vears, 1o be
replaced by its successor Rambler I1 Both
raclios are collectables today

1999

Roberts  produced  the  wordd’s  first
portable DAB radio for tnals carred out
with the BBC. The first commercially
available model RDI1, was [ollowed in
later years by the DAB Revival, now
Roberts best-selling model

2012
The brand celebrated its 80th birthday
and abso marked the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee, with Limited Editon Revival
Radios,

For more details about the company history and for details
of the range visit www.robertsradio.co.uk

2014

Wi-H integration in the Stream 9% and
iStream? radios gives access o thousands
of Internet Radio stations from around
the world, provides streaming capability
for Spotify and other personal music
content.

Enjoy Listening

2015

Travel Pacl, the first Bluetooth Speaker by
Roberts, marked a further step into the
wotld of connected audio and earned a 5
star What Hi-Fi review:
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Wharfedale Diamond220HCP £850 sxsxx

We love the Wharfedale Diamond 220s,
and we're not shy about saying so. As if
giving them an Award wasn't enough, we
have previously used language such as
‘best-sounding budget speakers on the
market’ to describe them. So imagine
our excitement when we learned we'd
get to try them in a surround package.

Immersed in sound

The Wharfedale Diamond 220 HCP
(Home Cinema Package) comprises two
pairs of Diamond 220 standmounters, a
220C centre speaker and an SPC-10
active subwoofer - another five-star
winner in its own right.

The speakers use 25mm tweeters, set
in a deeply dished waveguide to
improve efficiency, and 13cm woven
Kevlar mid/bass drivers. The cabinet is
made of particleboard sandwiched
between MDF, designed to reduce
unwanted distortions from the cabinet.

The unusual element here is the
‘slot-loaded distribution port’, a
downwards-firing reflex port that
opens into a small gap between the base
of the cabinet and the plinth. This design
helps reduce chuffing noise and makes
the speaker less fussy about its
proximity to walls.

We're pleased to see this port design
has made it to the 220C. This feature was

missing in its predecessor, the 101C, and
we felt there was a mismatch between it
and the rest of the package.

Put it all together and what you get is
a fine sound indeed. It's big, for starters.
The Wharfedales have no problem
engulfing you. Watching Birdman, we
were so immersed in sound that it was
easy to imagine we were backstage in a
Manhattan theatre.

This is a well-integrated package. The
centre speaker no longer sticks out oddly
and the speakers work closely with the
subwoofer (which focuses on agility and
detail over rearranging your organs).
Effects pan across the room in a tightly
knit soundfield, maintaining a
consistency of character as they go.

Measured approach

It's an analytical listen, offering plenty in
the way of precision and fine detail.
Voices are solid and insightful, there is a
high level of clarity and the timing is
tight. That's not to say rivals such as

the Dali Zensor 15.1 are sloppy;, it's just
that the Wharfedales take a more
measured approach.

That's not to say they're not capable of
fun: the sound packs a good deal of
punch, handling dynamic shifts with
confidence. That said, the Dalis go about
it with a greater sense of zeal.

The Award-winning
Diamond 220s, now
available in a well-

et

Take care when setting up the
speakers. The design may have been
intended to make them less fussy about
placement, but we find they actually
perform best when placed close to walls.
Do this and you'll be rewarded with a
more solid, precise stereo image.

Atmospheric sound
It's also worth tinkering with your
amplifier's output levels. On our amp's
auto-calibrated settings, we initially
found the sound a little clinical. Going
into the settings and turning the centre
speaker down one decibel or so resulted
in a livelier, more atmospheric sound.
So they succeeded as stereo
standmounters, and now they've
succeeded as a surround package. Is
there anything the Wharfedale Diamond
220s can't do? Maybe, but this package is
an excellent way into the world of
surround sound and at a budget price.

Rating %k x % %

FOR Precise, articulated sound; well
integrated; taut and controlled punch
AGAINST Trades a little exuberance in favour
of more analysis

VERDICT This Wharfedale package is an
excellent first step into surround sound
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51SPEAKER PACKAGES TEST

TEST VERDICT

THE WINNER

his test was a tremendous amount of fun.
After a week spent in the middle of

gunfights and jazz orchestras, we came
out of the testing room smiling. But what we

found was a group of talented speaker packages,

and you can't really go wrong with any of them.

That said, one winner has emerged: the Dali
Zensor 15.1 package. You'd think two years at
the top would weaken the resolve of the Danish
warriors, but no dice. If you want to spend just
under £1000, this is still the most brilliantly
entertaining speaker package you can buy.

Next up we have the Wharfedale Diamond
220 HCP and the Q Acoustics 3000 Series 5.1

ning Dali Zensor 15.1

SYSTEM BUILDER

Three partnerstotest your DaliZensor15.1
speaker package to the limits

AV amplifier
Sony STR-DN1050i £500 % % % % %
Our 2014 Product of the Year is a seriously
good amp, balancing muscle and subtlety
with stacks of great features

i

Blu-ray player
Sony BDP-57200 £220 % % % % %
Thisimpressive Blu-ray player servesupa
classy picture and stunning sound

Cinema Pack. Both are worthy of the full five
stars, but they're rather different propositions:
Wharfedale offers a strong all-round
performance with a remarkable level of
precision, while Q Acoustics gives you a detailed
and atmospheric sound, with its rock-bottom
price countering its soft low end.

Then we come to the Acoustic Energy 1-Series
5.101 package, a is a well-integrated performer
with plenty to offer. With no particular fault, it
misses out only because of the brilliance of rivals.

In the end, you're the winner. There’s no
wrong choice, so have an audition, pick one
and go with it. You won't have any regrets.

Television
SamsungUE55 JS 8500 £2600 % % % * %
This 2015 4K set from Samsungis a great
performer. Good with HD material too

Total build from £4300

For afull list of specifications and
other useful info visit whathifi.com

Facts & figures

Acoustic Energy 1-Series 5.101
£1000 % % % % #

Power handling 1I50W e

Sensitivity 87dB e Impedance 8 ohms
» Dimensions (AE 101)
30x18.5x25cm

o Weight 6kg e Finishes 2

| TESTWINNER |

Dali Zensor15.1
£980 * k k k *

Power handling 100W e

Sensitivity 87dB e Impedance 6 ohms
» Dimensions (Zensor 1)

274 x16.2x22cm

o Weight 4.2kg e Finishes 3

Wharfedale Diamond 220 HCP
£850 * * %k *

Power handling 100W e

Sensitivity 86dB e Impedance 8 ohms
» Dimensions (Diamond 220)
31.5x17.5x25.5cm

o Weight 5.3kg e Finishes 4

Q Acoustics 30005.1
£700 * %k Kk k&

Power handling 75W e

Sensitivity 86dB ¢ Impedance 6 ohms
» Dimensions (3020)

23.5x15x20cm

o Weight 3.6kg  Finishes 5
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The world’s most desirable kit

“We're greeted by a full
dose of fire and fury”

m Mark Levinson 326S/532H pre/power amplifier
m £9300/£7500 * * * k%

ark Levinson can quite rightly
M claim to be one of the handful

of brands that originated what
we now call the High End. Alongside
the likes of Krell and Audio Research
it helped establish the segment’s
recognised template, which includes
over-engineered electronics, lavish
construction and, of course,
mountainous price tags.

This 326S/532H pre/power pairing
may be one of the company’s more
affordable offerings, but in most cases
we suspect it will be all the amplifier
anyone ever needs. We certainly can't
think of a system in which it becomes
an obvious weak link.

Classy construction

We can't help but admire the 326S
preamplifier. By high-end standards it's
a compact unit, yet there's also an
undeniable aura of class about it. That
impression starts with the superbly
made casework, which combines
precision build with a well-damped
solidity few rivals can match. We also
like the feel of the front panel controls:

Crescendos crash with impressive force and there’s plenty of
rhythmic drive. This music is enthralling and quite fearsome

TECH SPECS
326S PREAMP
Inputs 7 x line-level
in, 2 x tape loops
Outputs Preamp,
balanced

Tone controls No
Remote control Yes
Dimensions (hwd)
7 x45x35cm

532H POWER AMP
Power 300W
Inputs Balanced,
phono

Weight 34kg
Dimensions (hwd)
19 x 45 x50cm

the input selector has a lovely, positive
action while the volume control just
glides as it turns.

Together, but separate

Mark Levinson's statement preamps are
usually two-box designs that keep the
signal and power supply circuits
separated to minimise any interference.
Here it's all in one case, but the
engineers have worked hard to minimise
any sonic degradation by covering the
entire power supply section (which
includes two mains transformers - one
for the signal path and the other for the
control circuits) in its own steel case to
shield the audio circuitry from any
unwanted electrical effects.

The preamp’s internal electrical
layout is dual-mono, where the left- and
right-channel circuits are as symmetrical
as possible to optimise stereo imaging.
Take a look at the rear panel and you'll
see this internal layout echoed in the
way the left and right connections are
positioned on opposite sides.

The preamp's connectivity is good,
having no fewer than seven line-level

at the huge volume levels of which this amplifier is capable

inputs in a good mix of single-ended and
balanced XLRs. If you have a record
player there's also the option of a built-in
MM/MC phono module for an extra
£1375. The 326S can be configured easily,
with input names customisable and
everything from display brightness to
gain for each source adjustable.

The 300W-per-channel 532H power
amplifier is a far simpler thing, as such
units usually are. This is a sizable
powerhouse measuring 19 x 45 x 50cm
and, at 34kg, is heavy with it. It runs a
little warm too. Not so much that it'll fry
eggs, but enough to gently heat our test
room after a few hours of heavy use. It's
worth making sure you leave plenty of
space around it to help heat dissipation.

Take alook inside and you'll find it,
too, has a dual-mono configuration right
down to using twin (rather hefty) mains
transformers - one for each channel.
There's also rather a lot of empty space
inside. This is because the 532H is part of
a power-amplifier range in which the
mono, stereo and five-channel versions
are all built using the same casework.

Multi-room possibilities
You can connect to the 532H via
single-ended or balanced XLR options.
A small rear-panel toggle switch allows
easy swapping between the two choices.
There's also an ethernet connection, but
before you get too excited there isn't a
streaming module built into this power
amplifier. The ethernet port is there to
enable the amp to be configured as part
of a multi-room set-up when using ML's
Media Console as the source.

The 326S/532H combination is nice to
use. That's not always the case with

| high-end equipment, which tends to

72 wwwwhathificom



satisfying fluidity

Mang

EvVinson

WDfany Ay W:ﬁarmm

PREAM

the same high
standards of build as
the units it controls

standby

compromise usability either in the
pursuit of better sound or (sadly, just as
often) an impressive appearance.

This Levinson pairing avoids both
issues. It has an intuitive control layout

and is responsive in use. The 326S also This is a pairing that sounds
has one of the clearest displays around promising, even from cold. Given a few
- it's easy to read from the other side of days of running, the sound gains in
our test room - and has a nice remote. transparency and refinement while
continuing to deliver plenty in the way
High-end handset of scale and authority.
That remote control is a small, chunky While the duo is undeniably talented,
unit that's comfortable to hold and we initially wondered whether its
BFH@ . simple to use. Remotes are the main presentation is just a little too subtle for
EV“_ISCI_I point of contact most people have with its own good. There’s never any shortage
s their kit, so we're always surprised with of volume or power - how could there be
PREAMPLIFIER how few high-end manufacturers make a with such a muscular power amplifier?
b decent effort here. Well done to Mark - but we did have questions over what
Levinson for doing so. we saw as a shortfall of punch and attack. E
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Over time these doubts fade as we
realise this impression is a result of the
326S/532H combo's class-leading
refinement and composure. There just
aren't any hard or bright edges in the
sound, so there's never any artificially
emphasised excitement.

Play a challenging piece of music such
as Hans Zimmer's The Battle (from the
Gladiator OST) and this pairing takes it
allin stride. We're greeted by a full dose
of fire and fury: crescendos crash with
impressive force while there’s plenty of
drive to the rhythmic elements of the
track. This music is enthralling and quite
fearsome when replayed at the huge
volume levels this amplifier is capable
of. There is a massive sense of scale here
and class-leading authority to the rich
and insightful low-end.

Effortless might
While enjoying all the thrills on offer, we
also become aware of just how composed
the presentation is. Even when the
music is at its most challenging this ML
pairing sounds totally unflustered,
almost as if it barely has to try to
produce all that fury. There's no undue
hardness in the presentation during
dynamic peaks, and certainly no
rounding-off of those extremes either.
The pairing's sonic stability is
breathtaking, with subtle instrumental
strands remaining easy to follow no
matter how demanding the music gets.
The stereo imaging is remarkable
too, with a presentation that is
wide, deep and very well layered.
Instruments are just locked in position,

one for the control

minimise interference

refusing to budge, even when
a crescendo hits. Impressive.

It would be a real surprise if qualities
such as resolution and transparency
weren't straight out of the top drawer,
and they are. While this amplifier is
happy for you to concentrate on the big
picture it's equally content if what you
crave is analysis.

Clarity in the Moonlight
Low-level details are all there just
waiting to be heard. You can hear the
subtle clues that define the recording
acoustic when listening to Beethoven's
haunting Moonlight Sonata or revel in
the lovely electronic texture of the
bassline in SBTRKT's Wildfire. The
midrange is surprisingly fluid in the way
it communicates nuances, and there's an
appealingly natural way with which this
amplifier renders vocal-based music.
Rhythmically, this pairing does a good
job communicating the changing pace
and momentum of the track. The
delivery is nicely agile for one so
powerful, and traces the leading and
trailing edges of notes nicely.
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The traditional ML
look endures here,

and it's still a treat -
good, clear display is

visible from far away

& There's space aplenty
inside the power amp,

a symptom of shared

casework across the
Mark Levinson range

Tonally we don't think these
Levinsons are strictly neutral. They
sound just a little rounded at the top end
and a touch rich through the midrange
for that. But these characteristics are
mild and give this combination a more
forgiving outlook as far as handling
aggressive recordings is concerned.

Laudible restraint
The MLs are revealing enough to show off
any shortcomings in music production
(or partnering equipment for that matter)
but they never overemphasise things
and that's good if your collection is
based around music you like (as ours is)
rather than just audiophile recordings.
To sum up: the 326S/532H
combination is a massively capable
pairing that delivers a refined, controlled
yet hugely entertaining sound. Add
terrific build and the lure of the
legendary Mark Levinson brand name,
and it’s easy to be tempted. We are.

Rating * % % % %

FOR Immense composure; plenty of muscle;
excellent detail resolution; superb build
AGAINST A subtle delivery means it takes a
little time to fully appreciate these talents

VERDICT Delivers a level of insight, refinement
and muscle that's hard to better for the money
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Good-quality
single-wire speaker
terminals reflect the
standards of build-

quality everywhere
on the Electras

‘““Real transparency,
top-class precision”

m Focal Electra1038Be Floorstanders

B E£7700 % % % % %

ometimes we just get a good
s feeling about a product. That's

what happened the first time we
heard Focal's Electra 1038Bes, making up
the front left and right channelsina 5.1.4
Dolby Atmos surround speaker package.

We liked what we heard enough to
hold on to these floorstanders for a
dedicated review, and we're glad we did.
These speakers are great. A price tag of
£7700 is hardly pocket change, but these
towers give more than a taste of Focal's
top-end Utopia models - speakers
that cost around the same as a well-
specified Bentley.

The Electra range is one down from
the Utopia but still packs in a full dose of
Focal's range of technologies. The most
obvious example is the Beryllium
inverted dome. While the use of
Beryllium will rightly grab the headlines
- combining, as it does, rigidity and low
mass - the effect of the inverted dome
shouldn't be underestimated either.
Focal has been refining such designs for
many years now, and has them working
very well indeed.

Made to measure up

Focal has long majored on drive-unit
engineering. The company makes all
its drivers in-house, allowing the
engineers to fine-tune the units for
a specific model.

These drive units are well supported
by the cabinet. It's tall (at 125cm high),
feels immensely rigid (using MDF 50mm
thick in places) and damped, yet there’s
enough style about the box to keep most
people happy.

There are five standard finish options
for the side panels - Basalt, Champagne
or Mahogany, plus Black or White lacquer
- which should fit most environments.

These are big speakers with a trio of
dedicated bass drivers, so you'll need a
large room to stop all that bass from
dominating. A space of around 25m? is
about as small as we would go. We found
the 1038Bes to be most at home well out
into our test room, with a slight angling
towards the listening position.

Don't skimp on the amplifier. These
towers thrive on the end of something
with a strong current delivery. Our usual
300W-per-channel Bryston BP26/4B
SST2 combination sounded fine, but the
improvement when we switched to the
Mark Levinson 326S/532H (see p72) was
clear. Our usual reference sources -
Naim's NDS/555PS streamer and
Clearaudio’s Innovation Wood turntable
package - serve the Focals well.

Big speakers, big sound
Once up and running there’s plenty to
like here. Listen to Where We're Going
from the Interstellar OST at high volume
and these Focals have no trouble. There's
plenty of composure, and large-scale
dynamics are delivered impressively.
Bass? There's loads of it. It's deep,
punchy and surprisingly articulate. More

Focal engineers all its

| TECHSPECS

Type Floorstander
Sensitivity 93db/w/m
Impedance 8ohms
Biwirable No

Max power handling
400W Finishes 5
Dimensions (hwd)
125x30 x40cm

surprising is the finesse on show. The
track's haunting melody is rendered with
impressive texture and delicacy.

We switch over to a high-resolution
recording (24-bit/176.4kHz) in the form
of Alison Krauss and Union Station's
When You Say Nothing At All, and we're
impressed by the 1038Be’s fluid and
insightful midrange. There’s real
transparency and top-class precision.

Detail with heart
We're most pleased by the way these
speakers deliver masses of detail but
avoid sounding clinical. They're not
overly fussy either. Give them
something hard and bright such as Bruce
Springsteen’s raw-sounding Terry’s Song
and they'll reveal the limitations of the
recording, but that Beryllium dome has
enough refinement to keep things in
check. It never overstates the flaws.
There's a lot to admire with the Electra
1038Bes. They're wonderfully polished
performers that work well with all types
of music. Give them a decently large
room and a suitably talented system and
we have no doubt you'll enjoy the results.

Rating » * * % %

FOR Impressive detail resolution; refinement;
dynamics; bass; timing; fine build and finish
AGAINST Need a large room to shine
VERDICT A hefty slice of the performance and
technology of Focal's high-end Utopia range at
a fraction of the cost
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Tested - August 1981

THAT WAS THEN
A&R Cambridge A60

It might not match
its modern-day
equivalent (the A19)
overall, but it still has
plenty of charm

p_“ Join us on Spotify
% For a full list of specifications and & whf.cm/playlist15
other useful info visit whathifi.com

Listen to our favourite tracks every month!
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A generous power
supply opens the
A60 up to use with
awide variety of
loudspeakers

mplification & Recording Cambridge was
A founded back in 1976. Now known as

Arcam, the company's success was built on
its first amplifier, the A60.

Back in the early '80s this slimline integrated cost
£190 and was generally considered the go-to middle-
market amplifier. It proved the ideal upgrade from
budget champions such as NAD's original 3020.

Natural stage presence

This is a well-equipped unit, with a decent array of
line-level inputs plus a capable moving-magnet
phono stage. The quality of the phono input
shouldn’t come as a surprise considering vinyl was
the dominant quality media of the day.

The tone controls are subtle in their action, and
so can prove useful (on occasion) when a recording
or partnering kit isn't quite balanced. And it's good to
see a mono switch fitted. This can help mono vinyl
recordings, replayed by a stereo cartridge, sound
more stable. The A60 also has a filter switch, which
rolls-off frequencies above 7.5kHz in a bid to reduce
hiss from a tuner or the impact of a pop from vinyl.

We used our usual reference sources in the form
of Naim's NDS/555PS CD player and Clearaudio
Innovation Wood turntable. Partnering speakers
ranged from the Wharfedale Diamond 220s and
B&W's 685 S2s right the way through to ATC's
SCM50s. We also used Arcam's Award-winning
£700 A19 amplifier to give us some context for
the old-timer’s performance.

There have been significant improvements in
amplifiers over the years, but we found ourselves
returning to the older amp time and time again

Just what can we expect from a 35-year-old
amplifier when it comes to performance? The
veteran is certainly less clear and precise than
the A19. There's a slight fuzziness about its
presentation that leaves the current amp sounding
more transparent in the way it renders detail. Other
obvious shortcomings include more rounded
large-scale dynamics and notably less extension,
punch and grip at low frequencies.

But it's not one-way traffic. Despite the shortfall
in resolution the A60 counters with a fuller, more
dynamically expressive midrange and a generally
more enthusiastic attitude. In short, it's a fun listen.

Surefooted and energetic

Play alt-J's Hunger Of The Pine and the A60 delivers
an upbeat sound that brims with energy. It's
surefooted rhythmically and surprisingly punchy
with it. A power output of 40W per channel isn't
anything special but there’s enough grip here to
work well with a wide range of speakers. Tonally,
the new amplifier is considerably more even. The
A60 has a smooth presentation with a slightly rich,
mid-forward balance.

It's clear that there have been significant
improvements in amplifiers over the years, the A19
bettering its ancestor in most areas of performance.
Still, we found ourselves returning to the older amp
time and time again. There's just something
addictive about its expressive, entertaining
delivery. We're quite taken with that wood finish too.

Rocker switch;
push-button
controls; grainy
wood finish - the A6O
is clearly of its time




MOVIES + MUSIC + GAMES

PLAY LIST

The movies, music and games to test your system

BigHero 6
Blu-ray
Out 25th May
2 6.6, & &4

Bonus content

B Feast Theatrical Short

B The Origin Story of Big Hero 6:
A Hiro's Journey

H Big Hero Secrets (Easter Eggs)

M Big Animator 6: The Characters
Behind The Characters

® Deleted Scenes

B Big Hero 6 Theatrical Teaser

= Mickey Short Tokyo Go

Duration 102m

Audio English: DTS-HD
Master Audio 7.1
Picture 2.39:1,1080p

Picture | I IE
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Warm, and extremely animated

Big Hero 6 is about a young boy
named Hiro Hamada, a robots
whiz-kid who has to deal with a
tragic loss fairly early on in the
film, and Baymax, the adorable,
oh-so-huggable balloon-like
medical robot created by his
genius brother.

This round, inflatable ‘droid that
only wants to help is a far cry from
the hard-edged, metallic forces of
destruction that robots have
become in recent cinema. The
biggest laughs are courtesy of
Baymax as he flops and rolls
around the place: “I am not fast,”
he placidly remarks as they flee
from evil-minded microbots.

Like Frozen before it, the film's
emotional core lies with two
siblings, in this case the two
Hamada brothers. Their
relationship is quickly but
effectively fleshed out using only
a handful of scenes, and resonates
throughout. Elsewhere, a labful of

eccentric genius students are
colourful but broad-brushstroke,
and the Kabuki-masked villain is
appropriately menacing.

Technology plays a huge part in
the film, too. It's a vision of an
idealist future where advanced
technology isn't just a reality: it's
part of the fabric of life.

It's in the last hour that the
narrative changes gear. The film
resorts to a superheroes vs villain
showdown that feels lifted out of
the final act of Avengers Assemble.

A change of tone

The warm humour and subtle
charm of the first hour are set
aside in favour of spectacular fight
scenes, explosions and sacrifices

worthy of any summer blockbuster.

You find out the film has really
been the origin story of a
superhero group and, while it's a
novel way to go about it, it seems
to have sprung out of nowhere.

The true star of the film is the
stunning animation. More
specifically, the futuristic city of
San Fransokyo - a mixture of
Western and Eastern architecture,
cultures and aesthetics that is
breathtakingly realised. We're not
exaggerating when we say this is
the best animation we've ever seen.

It's no surprise then that this
Blu-ray makes an excellent test
disc. The bright, bold colours pop,
the picture is crisp and clean, and
you'll need a system that can
handle motion really well what
with all the flying around going on.

The soundtrack isn't as
impressive as the visuals, but
you'll want a system that can
handle powerful explosions and
thruster blasts with aplomb.

This Disney/Marvel collaboration
is a feast for the eyes. If it weren't
for the inconsistent tone, Big Hero
6 could have been one of the
greatest animated films ever made.
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&&=, George Fitzgerald: Full Mazzy Star: In The Kingdom The Ghostpoet: X Marks The Spot Larry Adler: Summertime The
@ Circle Casually thrilling Mazzy Star modus operandi changed Obaro Ejimiwe's third album harmonica’s not an instrument that
post-dancefloor satisfaction | hardly at all in 13 years between Shedding Skin has plenty to can easily be made to sound emotive
from the debut album Fading Love. albums - and that's something we recommend it, but this slow-burner or evocative, but then Larry Adler's
May well be ubiquitous quite soon. can all be grateful for. is the stand-out track. not your standard harmonica player.

GAMES, MOVIES
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GIORGIO MORODER Now he's at the statesman/ it currently does in large part thanks
DEJAVU overlord stage of his career, to Moroder. And while there's
Out June 15th  * % % < Moroder's back with an album of precious little in the way of variation

star-studded collaborations (Kylie here, it's a slick, glossily produced and
If anyone in popular music has earned ~ Minogue, Britney Spears, Kelis and eminently danceable collection that
afree pass, it's Giorgio Moroder. Even  Mikky Ekko, among others, gamely means no harm whatsoever.
if one were to overlook his myriad attempt to Donna Summer their way
other achievements, the into pop immortality here). And it's Specifications
extraordinarily contemporary and difficult in the extreme to criticise Duration 38m 48s
sophisticated sound of Donna Déja Vu for its rather one-paced, Standout track 74 /s The New 24
Summer’s | Feel Love (1977) is enough  identikit arrangements and tempos All together now: “ooh, it's so good it's
to cement his position as a pioneer. - after all, pop music sounds the way so good it's so good...”
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Streamer Stereo amplifier Stereospeakers
Cambridge CXN £700 % % % % % ArcamFMJA19 £650 % % % % % Bowers & Wilkins 68552 £500 % % % % k
Cambridge has the nail/head interface absolutely spot Not the first time we've eulogised the A19 Latestinalongand venerable line of high-performance,
onwiththe CXN and undoubtedly not the last affordable B&W standmounters

o playlist
LR top picks

What with the tremendous showing
Tidal puts up in our streaming
services test on p52, not to mention
the year's-worth of free Tidal music
that 10 readers can win on p86's
competition, this seems an ideal
opportunity to point you in the Nina Simone The Notwist
direction of our new Tidal playlist Sings The Blues ; Spirit Of Eden i} Neon Golden
(whf.cm/playlist15). -
Thanks to the humungous number
of songs and albums available to
stream losslessly (for those who pony
up the £20 per month or who are
lucky enough to win a subscription),
CD-quality audio can be yours without
the attendant hardware-related
faffing. And because we've been so
judicious in the songs we've picked
(and will continue to be so for as long
as our winners are enjoying their prize),
a world of effortlessly delivered
musical delight is just a click away.

TALK TRLK

LA
Richard Evans

1 A M
Royal Blood ) D'Angelo & The Vanguard
. Dealing With Hard Times

Royal Blood i Black Messiah
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MOVIES + MUSIC + GAMES

Movieshorts

The Gambler

Mark Wahlberg is an English
professor/gambler who owes money.
Decent, but John Goodman'’s gangster
is the film’s true ace-in-the-hole.

Kingsman: The Secret Service
Colin Firth trains up a young tearaway
as a superspy in this slick (but rather
soulless) James Bond pastiche. Men
In Black, but minus the aliens.

Whiplash

Miles Teller really likes drumming.

JK Simmons likes good drumming,
and shouting. An intense if repetitive
tale of sadistic, masochistic ambition.

Games

Carmageddon: Reincarnation
PC.Out now
Y o ¥k T

On-screen

System tester

A Most Violent Year

A misleading title, this. There's not
much violence, and it's wrapped up in
a month - in which business-owning
Oscar Isaac tries not to be violent.

Project Cars
PC, PS4, Xbox One, Out now
0. 8.0.0.6"1

Ex Machina if Ava can convincingly embody

Blu-ray human thought and expression.

Out now What follows is a tight and tense
three-hander, as each character

* %k *kokir

A small hit onits UK release,

Ex Machina marks Alex Garland's
directorial debut - and it's a fine
film to make a debut with.

Set in an unspecified future, Oscar
Isaac’s Nathan - a reclusive CEO of a
Google-type company - creates the
world’s first artificial intelligence in
Alicia Vikander's Ava. He invites
Dombhall Gleeson's coder Caleb to
conduct a series of Turing tests to see

I_‘_\_‘_\_'_‘_‘—‘—-—._

attempts to exploit or assert
themselves over each other. Garland
examines speculative themes with

a brio and tact that's (sadly)
uncommon, a script that shifts
audience loyalties and three
committed lead performances from
Gleeson, Isaac and Vikander.

Though it stumbles with its ecstatic
ending, Ex Machina is nevertheless
quietly compelling. An intelligent film
that merits a bigger audience.

The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt
PC, PS4, Xbox One, Out now
2. 0.8.0.6 ¢

These four will supply
stacks of great-looking

-and -sounding -
entertainment

Wolfenstein: The Old Blood
PC, PS4, Xbox One, Out now

Watch it this way kK et

Blu-ray player Soundbase
Sony BDP-S5500 £110 % % %k % Cambridge Audio TV5 £250
Everything abudget player should be 2. 8.8, 8.8

Adiscreet, affordable, hefty sound boost
Television
Samsung UE48H6400 £550 Set-top box
% %k Kk ok Sky+HD2TB % % % % %

Stillavailable, still a huge bargain Because everyone likes lots to watch
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Eighteen years after it first shocked

The Sun, Carmageddon is back in this
sequel/remake. The pedestrian-
splatting, car-smashing gameplay is

all present and incorrect, but the
sluggishness and heaviness of the
handling and game engine, plus the lack
of opponent intelligence, is tiresome.

Console gamers who find Forza too
arcadey and Gran Turismo too tardy will
be delighted with Project Cars - a new,
super-serious racing sim. There are
issues around the complexity of menus,
online matchmaking and buggy penalty
system, but the racing is so exciting and
beautiful, you'll love it anyway.

Combining the grown-up themes and
cinematic story-telling of the previous
Witcher games with a setting that
dwarfs even Skyrim has spawned a new
benchmark for fantasy RPGs. Thisiis a
genuinely incredible game that is as
much of a pleasure when idly exploring
as when pursuing the main, epic quest.

There was a surprising amount of
charm and humanity around the
twin-shotgun Nazi-obliteration of
Wolfenstein: The New Order, and
while some of that is missing in this
prequel, the quality of the action and
generosity of content makes The Old
Blood well worth the £15 asking price.



What we arewaitingfor...

Movies (Blu-ray) Blackhat (22
June) Chris Hemsworth takes time
out from swinging hammers to deal
with an international network of
hackers. Michael Mann directs.

Movies (cinema) Terminator
Genesys (3 July) He said he'd be
back, and now he is. Old Arnie fights
Young Naked Arnie. You really
shouldn't mess with time-travel.

June in Hi-Def

The best on the box

i

A gorgeous adaptation set in an
alternate 19th century England,
where magic has re-emerged

Dark Matter

Syfy HD - 15th June, 8pm

The six-person crew of a derelict
spaceship wake up with their
memories wiped. Who are they,
why are they floating in the
farthest reaches of space, and why
is the cargo bay full of weapons?

As they discover the ship is
heading towards a remote mining
colony on the brink of war, the six
strangers must piece together
their lives and decide whose side
they are on.

The show is headed by a cast of
little-known Canadian faces, but
recurring guests in the form of Star
Trek's Wil Wheaton and David
Hewlett (Dr McKay from Stargate)
give some gravitas to the fledgling
show. Syfy has a history of
commissioning shows with
interesting premises but small
payoffs. Nevertheless, Stargate
producers and writers are behind
this one. It's anyone's guess where
this sci-fi adventure will end up.

Hannibal
Sky Living HD - 8th June, 10pm
Ready for your third course? It's
back, and this year we're getting to
the events of Red Dragon, the book
in which Will Graham seeks the
help of an incarcerated Hannibal
Lecter to tackle the case of a new,
disturbing series of murders.
Taking on the mantle of the
serial killer Tooth Fairy is Richard
Armitage (you'll know him better
as Thorin Oakenshield from The
Hobbit trilogy) in an inspired piece
of casting. Also returning is Gillian
Anderson's Bedelia Du Maurier,
now updated to cast regular, and
we can't wait to see what she and
the good doctor have been getting
up to as fugitives. But more
imminently: who survived the
bloodbath of the series-two finale?

Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell
BBC One HD - Sundays, 9pm
“We wish to know why is there no
more magic done in England.”

Music (Download, CD, vinyl) The
Chemical Brothers - Born In The
Echoes (17 July) The ongoing Return
of Veteran Dancefloor Leviathans
Club gets its latest members.

This is a gorgeous seven-part
adaptation of Susanna Clarke's
critically acclaimed novel set in an
alternate 19th century England,
where magic has re-emerged after
lying dormant for centuries.

Two men - a cantankerous old
scholar, Mr Norrell (Eddie Marsan),
and a young gentlemen, Jonathan
Strange (Bertie Carvel), are the
only ones capable of using magic,
and their companionship turns to
rivalry as their powers increase.
Factor in a bet with a mysterious,
chaotic entity known only as the
Gentleman With The Thistle-
Down Hair, the backdrop of the
Napoleonic Wars, social and
political warring, and you have the
kind of storytelling that invokes
Tolkien, Dickens and Martin.

Part costume drama, part
fantasy, part history - it's a meld of
genres that is brought to life by
stunning special effects, sumptuous
costumes and scenery, and
intricately fleshed out characters.

PLAYLIST

Music (Download, €D, vinyl)

Sarah Cracknell - Red Kite (15 June)
Despite her constant refusal to marry
any one of us, we're still agog at the
pospect of a new Cracknell album.

Sense8
Netflix - 5th June
The Wachowskis. Love them for
The Matrix, deride them for
anything else since. Their
big-screen efforts (Cloud Atlas,
Jupiter Ascending) may not have
garnered universal acclaim, but we
can't help but get excited about
their new sci-fi show for Netflix.
Eight people around the globe
find out that they're telepathically
and emotionally connected, and
must fight to survive being hunted
by those that think their evolution
is an affront to the world order.
Alook at the diverse cast list
will send another tingle down
your spine: Anupam Kher, Daryl
Hannah, Naveen Andrews (Sayid
from Lost), Freema Agyeman and
more - a truly multicultural cast
through which the Wachowskis
explore the politics, gender,
sexuality, identity, and religion of
today’s world. It looks ambitious,
intelligent, bonkers and stylish.
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»The fact you can get this
level of performance is
nothing short of amazing. You
geta lovely, airy presentation
with finely detailed
rhythms and excel}ent
stereo imaging

* SoundMAGICEI0S Headphones
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% FREE delivery direct to your door
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Save time and money with
What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision -
our expert advice will help you
get the best kit for your cash,
plus you'll get the latest news and
the hottest reviews from the
world's best home
entertainment magazine!

1500 TEST VERDICTS

% FREE SoundMAGIC E10S Headphones

% SAVE 54% - add digital for an
extra£2.99

* Digital access whenever and wherever

% Interactive content

Quote MO715P for printonly
editions orM0715D for print
anddigital editions
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We've got a fantastic summer competition this monthin
which we've teamed up with music streaming service Tidal
to offer 10 lucky winners a free 12-month subscription to its
top Hi-Fi tier, worth £240. Tidal offers 25 million tracks in
lossless CD quality and has received a five-star rating from
What Hi-Fi? (see p56). See www.whathifi.com/tidal/review.

In addition, one lucky winner will also get the Award-
winning Bluesound Node music streamer*, What Hi-Fi?'s
2014 Best Music Streamer up to £600, and a pair of

fabulous Sennheiser Momentum 2.0 Wireless headphones.
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Free Tidal music for ayear. x
3 Bluesound Node streamer
sennheiser Momentum 2.0 headphones

How to enter

Just go to http://whf.cm/tidalcomp and answer this question:
HOW MANY TRACKS DOES TIDAL OFFER IN CD LOSSLESS QUALITY?
A) 20 million

B) 25 million

C) 15 million

Terms & conditions: 1 Open to UK residents aged 18 or over.

2 Competition closes 11.45pm, June 31st 2015. 3 Prizes as stated.

4 Prizes are non-transferable. 5 Only one entry per person.

6 For full Haymarket terms & conditions see
www.whathifi.com/competitions/ competition-terms-and-conditions.
7 Promoter Haymarket Media Group, Teddington, Middx TW11 9BE.

* Bluesound Node kindly supplied by Sevenoaks Sound and Vision.




The No.lsource of clear, expert and independent advice

BUYER’S GUIDE

(NEW N

To get the best from your AV
amplifier youneed tosetitup
properly - so we give you the low-
down on speaker calibration

The positioning of your stereo
speakers can greatly affect the
sound they make. Don't miss
our tips on where to put them

All the latest kit,
all the latest ratings...

Welcome to the UK's best guide to TVs, hi-fi, home
cinema and mobile, with star ratings for more than 1500
products. Where other magazinesrely on isolated
writers reviewing in a range of locations, our
starratings are decided by an expert team
of reviewers working together, in a state-of-
the-art testing facility.
Within this guide you'll find all our
} favourite four- and five-star products -
including Award-winners - to help you
pick the best kit for your budget.

KKobina Monney, Buyer's Guide Editor

My A -
31’*’ |

[
|

QR (quickresponse) codes

For full reviews, get a barcode scannerappon
your smartphone. Scan these little squares and
they'll take you to the relevant section on
whathifi.com

Exciting new additions...

Onkyo TX-NR3030, p98
“With a class-leading sound and a great list
of features, it offers plenty for your money."

Samsung Galaxy S6 Edge, p133
“Innovative and desirable, this is the phone
we've been waiting for from Samsung.”

 Inside N

LCD. LED & OLED TVs 94  RADIOS 110 SOUNDBARS 129  DIGITAL INTERCONNECTS 137
Home cinema " HI-FISPEAKERS " 110 Networksystems ANALOGUE INTERCONNECTS 138
BLU-RAY PLAYERS 96  STEREO AMPLIFIERS 115  MEDIASERVERS 130  MAINS PRODUCTS 139
PROJECTORS 97 PREAMPS 118 MEDIASTREAMERS 131 SPEAKERCABLES 140
AV RECEIVERS & AMPLIFIERS 98  POWER AMPS 18  Set-topboxes 132  SPEAKERSTANDS 141
SUBWOOFERS 99  iPODDOCKS 120  Smartphones, tablets & MP3players AV & HI-FIRACKS 142
SURROUND SPEAKERS 09 WIRELESSSPEAKERS 120  PORTABLE MUSIC PLAYERS 132 HEADPHONE AMPS 144
Hi-Fi " Headphones 122  TABLETS 132  PHONOAMPS 144
CD PLAYERS 101  All-in-onesystems SMARTPHONES 133 CARTRIDGES 144
DAGs 108 STEREOSYSTEMS 128  Accessories "o e e
TURNTABLES 109 SURROUNDSYSTEMS 129  HDMICABLES 136
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Your essential system set-ups

BEST BUYS

Home Cinema Systems

BLU-RAY PLAYERS

SONY BDP-55200
20,888 ¢
£85

Simply astonishing
performanceand
pictures forless
than £100. Smart
functionality too:
you can'tgowrong...

SONY BDP-57200
Y %k ok kk
£250

Sony's new Blu-ray
offeringisareally
remarkable
achievement. It has
huge ability with
images and sound.

PIONEERBDP-LX58
2.0.8.8.8.¢
£600

Abeautifully crisp,
punchy picture

and dynamically
capable sound

make thisastellar
Blu-ray player

RECEIVERS

YAMAHARX-V377
Yk k kk
£260

Thisisthe perfect
entry-level option
for those upgrading
tofive-channel
sound onabudget.
[t'sabrilliant buy.

SONYSTR-DN1050
Y ok ok
£500

Incredible value,
thishome-cinema
powerhouse has
pretty muchallthe
features and ability
youwant.

PIONEER

SC-LX58

Y %k Kk k
£1400

Mature, powerful,
refined - thisamp
willmake you feel as
ifyou'resittingina
large cinemahall.

SPEAKERS

oo |
QACOUSTICS
2000i5.1PACK
Yk kk
£625
Our2013 Award
winner produces
sound with

impressive scale for
movies and music.

DISPLAYS

SONY
KDL-40W605
Y% %k kK
£450

Ifyou're afteragreat
all-rounderinboth
picture quality and
smart features, this
TVisit. Splendid.

DALIZENSOR15.1
Y %k Kk k
£980

This packageis as
entertainingasitis
insightful, delivering
allthedramaand
punch we could
hope for. Superb.

oo

io Qéo
KEFR1005.1

Y %k %k kk
£2850

Best Buy for2013

and 2014, the R100
5.1issimply superb
with demanding

film soundtracks -
greatinstereotoo.

SAMSUNG
UE48H64800
2.0 0.8.0.¢
£700

Awholelot of
screen for your
money -andthisisa
superb performer as
well. Abargain.

TOT,
&

1 O
——

SONY
VPL-HW55ES

Yo ¥ kK
£2800

Superbin 2D, this
projector also excels
at3D.Edgesare
sharp, pictures have
depthand stability.

Complete your home cinema system

SET-TOP BOXES

Sky+HD2TB
£250

Humax HDR-1000S
(500GB) £220

Humax DTR-T1010
£230

PROJECTORS

BenQW1080 ST+
£1000

Epson
EH-TW7200£1900

Sony VPL-HW55ES
£2800

COMPACT SPKRS

Tannoy HTS101
£400

QAcousticsQ7000i
£900

B&WMT60D
£1950

SUBWOOFERS

B&WASW610
£400

B&W ASW610XP
£700

Velodyne SPL-1000
Ultra£1400

STYLESPEAKERS

Tannoy HTS-101
£350

QAcousticsQ7000i
£900

B&WMT-60D
£1950

SOUNDBARS
PhilipsHTL 5140
£270

QAcoustics Media4

£400

Dali Kubik 1
£800

SUPPORTS

TargetCL430
£190

Atacama Evoque
Eco60-40£460

AtacamaMoseco 6
£120

REMOTE CONTROLS
One For All Zapper
£10

Logitech Harmony
One£125

Logitech Harmony
1000£280

Hi-Fi Systems

CDPLAYERS

-

MARANTZ
CD6005

% % %k k Kk
£350
Thisincredibly
musical player offers
detailinspades, not
tomentionagreat
way with dynamics.

CYRUS CDi

Yk kK
£1050

Aplayer that puts
detail resolution,
agility and dynamic
expressionaboveall
else. Whichis why
weloveit.

ETE s

ROKSAN CASPIAN
M2CDPLAYER

2.2, 0. 8.8 ¢
£1900

Combines bite,
refinementand
rhythm better than
anythingelse we've
heard at this price.

Grow your hi-fi system

TURNTABLES

Pro-Ject Essential I
£200

Rega RP3/Elys2
£550

Clearaudio Concept
£1000

TABLETS

iPad Mini
£200(16GB)

Google Nexus 10
£390(32GB)

AppleiPad Air
£480(32GB)

AMPLIFIERS

MARANTZ
PM6005
2.8.8.8.0.9
£300
Areturntoform
by Marantzin this
market, andafine
match forits
CD-playersibling.

REGAELEX-R
2.8 0. 8.8.
£900

Oneof themost
talented sub-£1k
amplifiers we know.
Delivers afast, agile
sound with superb
dynamicshifts.

REGAELICIT-R
Y% %k K
£1600

The best-value
premium stereo
amp we know:
surefooted, with
superbtiming, it's
very revealing too.

RADIOS

Roberts Stream 93i
£150

Revo SuperConnect
£250

ArcamT32
£480

HEADPHONES

Sony MDR-EX650AP
£60

AKGY50

£80

Philips Fidelio
MIMKII£180

SPEAKERS

DALI

ZENSOR3

2. 2.8, 8. 8¢
£300
Anentertainingand
easy listen-anairy,
spacious sound with
detail, punchand
greattonal balance.

Budget System

TANNOY REV'N
XT6F

% % %k k
£1000

Fast, responsive
floorstanders with
strong dynamics,
crisptimingand
impressive detail.

K i
SPENDORAGR

0. 0.0.0.0.¢
£2500

Attacking, detailed
and balanced,
these floorstanders
demonstrate

awinning way
with dynamics.

Mid-range System

High-end System

MICROSYSTEMS

DenonD-M39DAB
£310

Cambridge Minx Xi
£600

Naim UnitiQute 2
£1150

AUDIO CABLES
QED XT40
£10/m

Atlas Elements
Integra £45

SupraUSB2.0
£30
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== B @ Bluetooth

- PODSPEAKERS
HAVE LANDED

Introducing PODSPEAKERS by Scandyna e

Available exclusively at Sevenoaks stores nationwide.

MicroPod SE £149  MicroPod Bluetooth £199 -

SmallPod £249

SmallPod Bluetooth £399

MiniPod MK3 £449 MiniPod Bluetooth £499 A

BigPod £799

J/

_./

www.ssav.com/podspeakers

PODSPEAKERS

BY SCANDYNA

€3 Bluetooth™
-

B&W e T7 ¢ BLUETOOTH SPEAKER SYSTEM
Introducing the pick-up-and-play hi-fi speaker. Perfectly
sized for bedrooms, kitchens and gardens, T7 is B&W's most
portable, versatile wireless system yet.

WHAT HI-FI?
EITTETN £895

OR LESS

ool ) Blustooth [al
L e L

NAIM ¢ MU-SO e WIRELESS MUSIC SYSTEM

Combines Naim’s expertise in streaming, amplification and

loudspeaker technology. Mu-so is the stage your music deserves,

bringing you closer to the songs that inspire your life.

MARANTZ » NA6005 » MUSIC STREAMER
If you prefer direct wireless access to your digital media then
look no further. With in-built WiFi, Bluetooth and USB-A
capabilities, this player also connects to everything: to your
computer, external hard disc, smartphone, and tablet.

£1499 Adda Bluesound Module
ORLESS i ] for only £39

NAD e C 390DD * DIRECT DIGITAL AMPLIFIER / DAC
The combination of sound quality and features make the NAD
€ 390DD a highly capable and versatile amplifier. Featuring
NAD's MDC, the C 390DD comes with 8 inputs which can be
expanded to 14 with the optional MDC modules.

PIONEER e N-50A ¢ MUSIC STREAMER
Developed for the digital age, the N-50A Network Audio Player
connects to many different sources and features Internet
Radio and Music Streaming from compatible devices, a high
quality DAC and Airplay and DLNA compatibility.

£399
ORLESS

=otEf|  £3Bluetooth
L o5

NAD e D 3020
AMPLIFIER / DAC
Features digital and analogue
inputs plus the convenience
of wireless streaming with its
Bluetooth capability.

SOME BRANDS/PRODUCTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. SPECIAL OFFERS ARE NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER (NICWAQO).

ADVERT VALID UNTIL 01/07/2015. E&OE

click
collect

NOW AVAILABLE

www.SSAV.com

- i@ =@ {IBletooth’
ol @) (e

OR LESS
-n .

RUARK AUDIO ¢ R2 MK3
WIRELESS SPEAKER SYSTEM WITH DAB/FM TUNER
Play your music and discover new music in a variety of conven-
ient ways. Spotify Connect lets you select R2 as your player and
then control playback using the controls on R2 itself.

£399 ongavero
ORLESS

i
5 i

[ bdaass aote |

WHITE . T

BLACK OR
BLUESOUND ¢ NODE e HI-RES MUSIC STREAMER
Connect your existing stereo system to the world of streaming
HiFidelity audio, and access cloud music services and internet
radio. Control your music in every room with your Android™ device,

iPhone®, iPod touch® or iPad™
£799
ORLESS

NAD e D 7050 ¢ )
Combines NAD's
Digital techno!

create the ult

Sign up today for our
free digital magazine

lssue1l WWW.ssav.com/select




PRO-JECT » ESSENTIAL Il *» TURNTABLE
Entry-level "plug'n'play” two speed turntable with single piece
aluminium tenearm and pre-fitted Ortofon OM3Se cartridge.

FLEXSON = VINYLPLAY = DIGITAL TURNTABLE
Gives the best-of-both-worlds: an excellent record player that's
easy to use and can be simply integrated into a streaming system,

ARCAM » FMJ CDS27 / FMJ A39 » CD / AMPLIFIER
Introducing Arcam's audiophile Class G integrated amplifier
and SACDYCD player with Network streaming up to 192/24
for class leading sound quality,

R
e

ROKSAN = KANDY K2 BT TWIN PACK = CD / AMPLIFIER

The K2 BT integrated amplifier features apt) Bluetooth, a phono
input plus five line inputs for other sources. The K2 CD player is

the perfect match. Available in Black or Sitver:

£299
BRLESS

DENON = CEOL RCD N-9 = CD/STREAMING SYSTEM
Stream high definition music from NAS, computers, mobile
devices and the internet, via Wi-Fi, Ethernet, Bluetooth and USB.
Features Spotify Connect, Internet radio, CD and FM/AM radio,

SONY = MAP-51 = MULTI AUDIO PLAYER SYSTEM

Its all nght here - a powerful 2x50W armp

integrated in an elegant compact unit. Just add speakers and you
are ready for an incredible Hi-Resolution Audio expenience.

click &
collect

NOW AVAILABLE

With its Carbon armitube and supplied Ortofon 2rr
the: 1 Xpression Carbon UKX sets new standards in i

e, tunerand CD player

ARCAM # irDAC = DAC
Designed to be the heart of a digital system. Includes
asynchronous USE and a direct iPod input to optimise sound
quality. All inputs can be controlied through an IR remote
that will also centrol iPods, iPhones, PC and Mac computers,

NAD » C 556 « TURNTABLE
Time to enjoy ns with extracrdinary quatity
With a minimalis C 556 turntabl
reproduction by using performance-focused parts and
components that put music first.

SOaHD 45 Vhioh
£899 AWARDS 2012
OR LESS .

NAD = M51 « DAC / PREAMP - SILVER FINISH

This award-winning DAC / pre-amp features upncal coaxial,

LJJ'-j and HDM! |npul‘,, all of which

PRO-JECT = 1 XPRESSION CARBON UKX » TURNTABLE

NAIM » CDSsi / NAIT 5si « CD PLAYER / AMPLIFIER
Enjoy outstanding performance from your CDs with this
highly acclaimed Maim CO/Amplifier combination.

Available from selected stores. Visit www.ssav.com for details

MNAD = C516BEE / C 316BEE » CD / AMPLIFIER
Received an outstanding product award from Hi-Fi News
magazine who descrided the C 316BEE is an “absolute barn-
stormer of an amplifier”. The C 514BEE is the perfect partner

£1899
OR LESS

ROKSAN = CASPIAN M2 « CD / AMPLIFIER
The M2 amp boasts 85wpc and five line inputs while the
matching CO features a 24-bit DAC plus dedicated power
supplies far the outputs,

ROTEL = RA-12/ RCD-12 « AMPLIFIER / DAC/CD

Amplifier with DAC that supports iPod USE and Bluetooth
audio strearning. Includes four analogue line-level inputs and
a phono input. The RCD-12 CD player is an ideal partner.

B&W = P5 52
HEADPHONES

AUDIOGUEST « NIGHTHAWK
HEADPHONES

M|@ mcE‘.i £ Blustooth’

NAIM = UNITI 2 WITH BLUETOOTH
ALL-IN-ONE NETWORK SYSTEM
Combines an integrated amplifier, CD player, DAB/FM tuner,
internet radio, iPod dock, digital-to-analog orverter and high-
resolution 24bit/192kHz capable network stream player

P - NAD e VISO HP50 SENNHEISER
pv ) HEADPHONES MOMENTUM 2.0
e WIRELESS HEADPHONES
£329
DR LESS

PIONEER = XC-HM82 = CD/NETWORK SYSTEM
The XC-HMBEZ is an absolute power house, equipped with a
Class D amplifier to boost your sound, Its compact size and
stylish alurninium design make it suitable for any interior style,

www.SSAV.com




BOWERS & WILKINS = 485 52
At horne on a stand, wall or book-
shelf, the versatile 685 52 is ideal

for stereo and home theatre uses
in st rooms. And performarice
15 enhanced with the addition of a

Decoupled Double Dome tweeter,

WHAT HIFT?
R LESS -

Price excludes stands

BOWERS & WILKINS
CM1052

The flagship floorstanding
speaker of the CM Senes sets
new standard for performance.
It cornbines technelogies
taken from across B&W's
ranges. The result simply
sounds and looks beautiful.

KEF » LS50

An innovative concept derved
from the legendary LS3/5a.
Rarely the case in such a
compact design, the LS50
monitor delivers a rich; multi-
dimensional soundstage
experience’ that is out of all
proportion o its size.,

€79 WHAT MI-FI7

PMC » TWENTY-22

An astonishingly natural balance
and high dynamic capability are
the hallmarks of this speaker It
creates a precise sound stage
and profound bass performance
from its compact cabinet

£1970 [ ssmm i
OR LESS

Price excludes stands

MONITOR AUDIO

GOLD 200

Armazing scale and impressive
dynarmic control are available from
this slender three~way design,
comprising ribbon tweeters, twin
5.5" bass drivers and a 4" mid-
range driver, which is housed ina
dedicated enclosure,

@
OR LESS

MONITOR AUDIO
BRONZE 2

The Bronze 2 builds on the
strength of its predecessor’s
audiophile credibility with a
neutral tonal balance and high
detail resolution combined
with high overall efficiency and
power handling.

SONOS

THE WIRELESS Hi-Fi SYSTEM
The Sonos Wireless HiFi System delivers all
the music on earth, in every reom, with deep,
richly textured sound. PRICES FROM £149

Special Offer

Q ACOUSTICS 3050

The flagship 3050 s the perfect
speaker for larger rooms,
boasting ultra-low levels of
distortion, typically found of
speakers costing three or four
times its price.

(AL N Standard fimishes
(ISl Premium finishes
£649

PSB
IMAGINE X1T
A deceptively slim and discreet
floorstanding design, the Imagine
X1T has wide bandwidth and high
SPL output capabilities that defy
its modest size. Features identical
51/4" woofers plus a one-inch
pure titanium dome tweeter,

ORLESS

WHARFEDALE

DIAMOND 220

The award-winning
Wharfedale Diamond 220 is a
2-way, bass reflex bookshelf
speaker offering everything
you need from an advanced
speaker design that deesn't
cost the earth.

£199 [inasssi
M LESS st

GLOSS
RED
GLOSS
BLACK

GLOSS
WHITE

2 Rooms | !
2 Play:1s J ¥ l
‘E’”29' 9"’ S| . PODSPEAKERS * MIINIPOD MK3 * SPEAKERS
Save £39 P — Ideal for large areas or where volume is required to make an
irmpact, the MiniPod can be placed on a desk or shelf using the
supplied spikes orwall mounted with the optional bracket,
‘ “There's a new leader in the wireless

multi-room music market - Bluesound
combines high-res audio and ease of
use in one impressive system.”

AT HEFY AASECE 2005

HIGHEAUDID

Stream your digital music collection,
internet radio and cloud music serices.
Bluesound is simple to setup and

easily expandable and supports 24-
bit/192kHz studio master recordings in
lossless FLAC format for erystal clear

au hite-grade sound to any room in
your home.  PRICES FROM £399

GLOSS
RED
GLUSS
£1" GLOSS
ORLESS

£3 Blugtooth

PODSPEAKERS = MICROPOD BLUETOOTH SPEAKERS
Introducing the MicroPod Bluetooth, These sty e

are ideal for tabl nd smartphones are

connect without the need for unsightly wires.

Real Stores
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision have 26 stores nationwide with plans to open more during 2015.
Each carries the best in home cinema and Hi-Fi equipment on display, ready for you to
watch, listen to and compare in our dedicated demonstration rooms.

Real People
Our staff are friendly, knowledgeable and passionate about music and film and the
equipment needed to get the most out of your collection. They will be delighted to assist you
in making the right selection to ensure you enjoy your system for years to come.

Real Products

A wide selection of praducts from the world's leading manufacturers is in stock and
available for you to take home. We also offer a delivery and installation service aswellas a
convenient on-line click and reserve option for many of our products.

Real Value
Fantastic value for money is our aim. Although we remain independent, you will be
pleasantly surprised just how competitive we can be - with the added benefit of seeing,
hearing and touching the preduct before you buy, and someone to help if things go wrong.

SEVENOA<S

S OUND & VISION

Please Note: Some brands/products are not available at all stores. Special/added
value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAQO).

ADVERT VALID UNTIL 01/07/2015. E&OE
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ARCAM = FMJ AVR450 = AV RECEIVER
7.1-channel AV receiver combines 4K "Ultra HD” upscaling
and 30 video capability with Arcam’s legendary sound guality.
Also Available: ARCAM FMJ AVR380 & AVR750

h Bluetooth and NFC compatibility
for instant wrek yback frorm any compatible device.
Also Available: SONY STR-DN1040

ARCAM = SOLO BAR = SOUNDBAR
Mot only an ideal solution to improve on the mediocre
sound quality of modern TVs, Arcam’s superb engineering
means it can also be used as a high guality stereo system
1e house, Optional subwoofer also available,

all over tr

OR LESS

e ) Bustonth
e

Q ACOUSTICS » MEDIA 4 » SOUNDBAR

The new Q Acoustics Media 4 is a high performance
Soundbar designed to deliver high fidetity reproduction
of music, and high quality audio frorm a TV or set top box,
tablets and smartphones.
WHAT HE-FTT
|_sanans 3014 |

Bl ) Bluetooth m
i e DR LESS

KEF = E305 » SPEAKER PACKAGE
cks uniquely advanced technologies in hughly
llite speakers and a powered subwoofer,

The E Serje

distinctive

Deluxe Finishes €897
Q ACOUSTICS = 3000 SERIES 5.1 CINEMA PACK

Perfect for every eccasion, the new 3000 Series 5.1 Cinerna Pack

will unleash the full potential of your home cinema electronics.

click
collect

NOW AVAILABLE

NAD = T 758 » AV RECEIVER
AV receiver featuring NAD's Modular Design Construction for
future upgrades along with exceptional sound quality.
Also Available: NAD T 748V2 & T 787

PIONEER » SC-LX58 = AV RECEIVER
MNew §.2-channel Network receiver with with Class D Amplification,
Wi-Fi, AirPlay, DLNA, Bluetooth and Dolby Atmos® upgradability.
Also Avaitable: PIONEER SC-LX88

DENON = AVR-X4100W = AV RECEIVER
Enjoy Dolby Atmos for immaculate audio, Spotify Connect
support, Bluetooth and DSD streaming.
Also Available: DENON AVR-X5200W

CANTON = DM 50 = SOUNDBASE
The Canton DM 50 sets a new standard for TV sound.
Intended to be positioned under a TVs pedestal stand, the
DM 50 creates a convincing, room filling sound.

NEW BLACK . :
GLASSFINISH ey Detooty

SAMSUNG * HW-J7500 « CURVED SOUNDBAR/SUB
Create 2 sound in your living room enjoying a mare
s to built-in side speakers and an

impre ssi\»e eight-speaker-design.

[ multi|
I'()Dm

aaluetmm

£149
ORLESS

POLK = TL1500 » SPEAKER PACKAGE
The TL1600 15 everything you need to get started, and it packs the
accumulated wallop of Polk’s 30 years of speaker know-how.

WHAT H-FIT

£1939

OR LESS

B&W = MT-60D » SPEAKER PACKAGE
Speaker package combining M-1 speakers with the stunning power
and control of a PV10 subwoofer: Available ina matt black or white,

www.SSAV.com

YAMAHA = RX-V477 = AV RECEIVER
Highly capable and versatile 7.2-channel Network AV
receiver with AirPlay and Spotify Connect.
Also Available: YAMAHA RX-A1040 & RX-A3040

PSB » V521 » SOUNDBASE
PSB has been creating award-winning home theatre speaker
systerns for decades, and the V521 brings this extraordinary
experience to the sound bar category.

£ Blustoot . OR LESS

YAMAHA  YSP-2500

DIGITAL SOUND PROJECTOR

Reproduces overwhelmingly real presence and
impa led bass sound, Two-unit YSP with
ultra-refined design and high-grade aluminium
chassis. Bluetooth® equipped, capable of
wireless music play and App control,

gl £)Bluetoath
Lo

REL = 52
SUBWOOFER

and exceptionally
dynamic, the

limited o]
compact speakers
te enjoy the
benefits of ;erieS
performance.

WHAT HI-FIT
|_SiAARDS 3014 |

L
L ]

/

SONY  VPL-HWS5ES « SXRD PROJECTOR
Afz ptinn for movie lovers who want an incredible
experience at home, far beyond the reach of TV,




SAMSUNG

LUHDTV

N

JS9000 SERIES = CURVED 4K UHD TV

Welcome to & new world of picture quality. The
revolutionary SP000 SUHO TV doesn't just raise the
bar, it changes the game. This is a new benchmark
for design with stunning looks from whatever angle
and picture quality previously only seen
[ 2diting suites, s a new world of
colour; brightness and contrast, immersed in a sleek

= - N m

Prices from £25%%

SONY K

X85C SERIES = 4K UHD TV

Experience 4K by Sony and there's no looking back. Bring
all your favourite TV en inment to Life with fine detail
and exquisite colour:. E essly explore apps, games
and the fast-growing choice of broadcast and internet 4K
content that's coming your way.

Prices from £1799

E : FREE 5 YEAR  Also Available X83C
WARRANTY 43 & 49 * 4K UHD TV
Prices from £45%

SONY = W70C SERIES * FULL HD TV
32 40 FREE 5 YEAR WARRANTY

and elegant package.

Prices fram £1099

PANASONIC » CX802 SERIES 4K UHD TV

40 J80Y 55

FREE 5 YEAR
WARRANTY

SONY

X93C SERIES = 4K UHD TV

The new X93C 4K 30 TV includes Sony's powerful 4K processor
X1 chip designed for optimal playback of 4K material and
upscaling of lower resolution content to near 4K resolution
along with Triluminos colour technology, Mationflow XR1200Hz
and edge-lit LED backlighting. This Android TV lets you connect
and enjoy any content, from apps to mavies, between different
Android devices — the simplest and easlest way ever.

Prices from £2599

The ‘wedge’ design accommaodates the all-important speakers
which are the cormpatible with the new Hi-resolution audio
specifications, with the ability to upscale audio to better than
CO quality.

FREE 5 YEAR
WARRANTY Tl - E

Prices from £124%

SAMSUNG e JU7000 SERIES * 4K UHD TV

m m m FREE 5 YEAR

FREE 5 YEAR WARRANTY WARRANTY

ARCAM « FMJ UDP411 = 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER
With more than ten years of digital video experience, not to
mention global r } Arcam is proud to
announce the a yer, the UOPATT,

Also Available: MARANTZ UD7007

Lof its newes

PIONEER = BDP-LX58 = 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER
Enter the world of superi
The BOP-LX58 pre
vour Blu-ray films on a whole new level.

Also Available: PIONEER BDP-L.X88

SONY = BDP-57200 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER
The new Sony BDP-57200 1D Blu-ray Pla\,-erwui"- 4K
s owerful smart fe

of your home nment sys!

Also Available: SONY BDP-55500 & BDP-56200

or sound and 4K ultra HD pictures.
K (¥ I}]:‘l 1ence

Bishop's Stortford® 01279 506574
Bristol® 0117 974 3727

Brighton 01273 733338

Bromley 070 8290 1988
Cambridge® 01223 304770
Chelsea® 020 7352 9446
Cheltenham® 01242 241171
Chorleywood® 0845 5046364
Epsom® 01372 720720

Exeter® 01392 218895

Guildford 01483 536664
Holborn® 020 7837 7540
Kingston® 020 8547 0717

Leeds [Wetherby) 01937 586884
Loughton® 020 8532 0770
Maidstone 01422 686364
Norwich® 01603 7674605

Oxford 01865 241773

Reading® 0118 959 7768
Sevenoaks 01732 459555

Please Note: Some brands/products are not available at all stores. Special/added
value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAQO).

ADVERT VALID UNTIL 01/07/2015. E&OE

Sheffield® 0114 255 5841 —

Southampten® 023 8033 7770 3 ' SEVENOAKS
Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543 lI

Weybridge 01932 81;“,830 | E |_E T
Wﬂham (Essex] 01376 501733

Yeavil* 01935 ?FJDG?8 | Sign up today for our
V|5|TWWNESJRCSAZEGQ&E‘%E?EODC-:JEEE.OPmlNG 4 ||! free dlgttal magazme
* THESE STORES ARE FRANCHISED AND OPERATE UNDER www.ssav.cum’ select
A LICENCE AGREEMENT TO SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION

SEVENOA<S

S OUND & VISION




LCD, LED & OLED TVS

EwAE LCD,LED&OLEDTVs

LCD Once only in smaller screens; now the most common type of panel
E LED _This refers to the kind of backlighting used on an LCD panel
> OLED An ultra-thin screen that’s commonly used in curved TVs

The shortlist

LCD,LED & OLED TVs

-
AWARD WINNER PRODUCT OF THEYEAR AWARD WINNER
Sony KDL-32W706B Samsung UE48H6400 Samsung UE55HU7500
Awards 2014: Best 32in TV Awards 2014: Best 47-52in TV Awards 2014: Best 52-60in TV
“With an attentive, punchy picture, decently “Sharp, clearand full of subtle detail that’s “We’re veryimpressed by the UE55HU7500.
detailed sound and a smattering of features, impressive at this mid-range price, the It looks great across all resolutions and it has
the KDL-32W706B is the full works with allthe | Samsung ‘6400’s picture hooked usinfrom | plentyof good features. Ifyou’re looking to get
trimmings of a well-designed telly.” the minute we turned iton.” a 4KTVright now, look no further.”

. . .

T 2 .S2Eg_ gt
Product £ Tested Verdict .§ § g E § g E E § gé
Up to £500
Finlux 32H8075-T 200 11.14/ST 28,88 ¢ Decent picture and smart features — cracking value for the price LED 32 1366x768 @ ° 3 434736
LinsarX24-DVD 300 04.15/FT 2. 2.8.8.¢ ATVwith a built-in soundbarthat’s a credible option forasecondroom b 24 1920x1080 ° 2 39x56x11
PanasonicTX-42AS500B 450 10.14/ST 2. 8.8.8.9 Auser-friendlyTVthat’s a little lacking in black levels butisworthalook  1e0 42 1920x1080 @ ° 2 57x96x7
PanasonicTX-32AS500B 300 11.14/ST 22,829 Amulti-talented set butits picture could do with some more subtlety LED 32 1366x768 @ ° 2 47x73x7
PanasonicTX-L32E6B 380 01.14/GT  Ydkkkk Quite simply one of the best 32in TVs we’ve tested LED 32 1920x1080 ® ° 3 43x7265
Philips 32PHT4509/12 280 11.14/ST 2. 2.8.8.¢ Insightful, refined and available at a good price. Worth a look LED 32 1366x768 @ ° 2 42726
Polaroid 3-32-LED-14 200 11.14/ST  Skokokk Another tempting package from Polaroid LED 32 1366x768 @ ° 3 44x74x10
Polaroid 5-42-LED-14 370 10.14/ST 22,829 Asurprising performer that stands up to more established brands LED 42 1920x1080 @ o0 3 56x96x6
Samsung UE32H6400 460 11.14/ST 2. 8.8.8.0.4 Near flawless. Pricey, but comes with a bundle of features LED 32 1920x1080 @ ° 4 437346
Samsung UE40F6400 480 03.14/GT 2.8.8.8.0.4 Astunning, feature-laden TV from Samsung. Recommended LED 40 1920x1080 @ ° 4 54x93K5
Sony KDL-26EX553 400 10.12/FT Jok kK Capable enough fora kitchen or child’s bedroom LED 26 1366x768 @ ° 2 41x64x6
Sony KDL-32W653A 430 09.13/ST 22,829 Its picture lacks subtlety but this Sony s still a worthwhile option LED 32 1920x1080 @ ° 2 44737
Sony KDL-32W706B 350 11.14/ST 2. 8.8.8.0.4 Best 32in TV, Awards 2014 LED 32 1920x1080 @ ° 4 43x73%6
Sony KDL-40W605B 450 10.14/ST 2. 8. 8.8 0.4 Best 40-46in TV, Awards 2014 LED 40 1920x1080 @ ° 4 55%93x9
Toshiba 40L6353 400 03.14/GT Yk k*k Clunky interface aside, this is a decent TV with a great HD picture LED 40 1920x1080 ® . 4 54x92x27
Toshiba 40L6453DB 430 10.14/GT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Rivals are slicker, but this Toshiba has an attractive picture LED 42 1920x1080 ® ° 4 57x96x9
£500-£2000
Finlux 42FME242S-T 500 10.14/ST  Skokokk Sharp picture, decent detail and smart features. Finluxis backonform 1o 42 192001080 @ . 2 56x96x6
LG 42LB700V 550 10.14/ST 2. 2.8.8.¢ Afine set, with WebOS being the main attraction here LED 42 1920x1080 ® L) 3 56x95%6
LG 47LB730V 1000 08.14/ST 22,88 ¢ Solid sound, premium build and a good picture. Afine effort from LG LED 47 1920x1080 @ ® ® ©® 3 62x106x55
PanasonicTX-L42FT60B 1100 08.13/ST 2. 8.8. ¢ ¢ Likeable TV with a fine picture and great features LED 42 1920x1080 @ o0 3 56x96x4
PanasonicTX-L47AS650B 800 08.14/ST b 8.8.8.¢ Atalented set, but otherTVs have the edge in terms of value LED 47 19201080 @ ® o o 3 63075
PanasonicTX-L50ET60B 1300 05.13/FT Jkok ok Solid telly but could perform better LD 50 1920x1080 @ o0 3 66x112x4
PanasonicTX-L50E6B 850 10.13/GT Fook kok Fine picture quality but there are TVs that give more for less LD 50 1920x1080 ® ° 3 71x112027
Philips 46PFL8007 1700 12.12/FT ok ok k Astrong start for Philips’ new range LED 46 1920x1080 ® o0 5 67x104x21
Philips 47PFL6008 1200 06.13/GT 22,809 Afew niggles but forgivable thanks to its brilliant picture quality LED 47 1920x1080 @ ® @ 3 631063
Philips 55PFS6609 1200 07.14/GT b 2.8.8.¢ Dazzling with HD content, but rivals offer better overall performance LED 55 1920x1080 ® @ ) 4 72x123x4
Philips 48PFS57093 750 08.14/ST Fook kok Excelsin manyareas but its SD performance is an area of concern LED 48 1920x1080 @ ° 4 62x108x6
Samsung UE4OES6800 950 07.12/FT 22,88 ¢ Good specand looks, but the backlight isn’t great LED 40 1920x1080 ® ® ° 3 67x92x33
Samsung UE40F6500 900 08.13/ST 22,809 Nota class leader but offers a lot for your money LED 40 1920x1080 ® @ ° 3 91x60x27
Samsung UE4OH6400 550 10.14/GT 2.2.8.8.9.9 An engrossing TV with plenty of smarts and a cracking picture LED 42 1920x1080 ® @ ° 4 54x92x5
Samsung UE48H6400 700 08.14/ST 2.8.8.8.9.4 Best 47-52in TV, Awards 2014. Product of the Year LED 48 1920x1080 @ @ ° 4 63x109x5
Samsung UE48HU7500 1600 10.14/FT 2. 8.8.8.0.4 Some minor flaws aside, thisis a great smaller-sized 4K set LED 48 38402160 ® ® ® @ 4 62x107x36
Sony KDL-46HX753 1150 08.12/ST  Hkhkkk Amust-see TV: superb performer for the price LED 46 1920x1080 ® L) 4 65x108x5
Sony KDL-42W705B 530 08.14/FT Jokkk Apromising start for Sony’s Full HD range. A consistent performer LED 42 1920x1080 @ ° 4 56x96x6

94 wwwwhathificom Need more info? Go to whathifi.com



LCD, LED & OLED TVS
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s = 3%8:_ 2t Ne
s 5§ ¢ 52£33is g9
Product £ Tested Verdict s & 2 BT gEEs &2 U
Sony KDL-42W805A 1000 08.13/ST %k kok Agreat-looking TV with many strengths LED 42 1920x1080 @ [} 4 58x97x6 -
Sony KDL-46W905 1550 09.13/FT 2. 2.8.8.4 Avery capable TV with stunning detail but the picture lacks vibrancy LD 46 1920x1080 @ ° 4 65x105x30 E
Sony KDL-48W605B 700 08.14/ST 2 2.8.0.¢ A competitive performerwith good picture quality ICD 48 1920x1080 ® ° 4 68x108x9
Sony KDL-50W829B 900 07.14/GT >k k*k Loses a star but this TV is still worth an audition LED 50 1920x1080 ® @ ° 4 66x112x6 U
Sony KDL-55W955B 1600 05.14/FT %k Kok Agood TV but we expect more from a flagship set LED 55 1920x1080 @ oo 4 79x124x9 ”
(@)
£2000 and above r
Bang & Olufsen BeoVision11 5250 01.14/GT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Atruly luxurious TV that delivers a great performance too ICD 40 1920x1080 @ o0 6 89x96x6 m
B&O0 BeoVision Avant 55 5995 01.15/FT 2. 2.0.0.¢ Thisis one of the classiest TVs money can buy LD 55 1920x1080 ® @ ° 6 71x129x10 U
LG 55LA860W 2300 07.13/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Close but no cigar. Agood TV but the competition is strong LED 55 1920x1080 ® o0 4 72123x4
LG 55EA980W 8000 01.14/FT b 8.8 ¢ Agreat first OLED effort from LG OLED 55 1920x1080 @ o o 4 80x123x19 4
LG 55EC930V 2000 02.15/FT ko k ok OLED enters the realms of affordability, and it’s a thing of beauty OLED 55 1920x1080 ® L) 4 75x123x20 5
LG 55EG960V 3800 05.15/FT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 The price is steep but this 4K OLED is truly stunning OLED 55 3840x2160 @ o0 3 72x123x5
LG 55UB950V 2300 09.14/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Notwithout its flaws, but thisTVis good to look at, great to use LED 55 3840x2160 ® o0 4 123x78x24
LG 65LA970W 5500 12.13/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Fantasticto look at, but lacks the detail of depth of rivals LED 65 3840x2160 @ ® © O 3 8uxla3xil
LG 65UF850V 2500 06.15/GT ok k Asolid 4K performer that’s well worth consideration LED 65 38402160 ® ® @ o 3 90x145x28
PanasonicTX-L47WT50B 2000 08.12/ST ok k ok Stylish, with real areas of expertise LED 47 1920x1080 ® ® @ o 4 631073
PanasonicTX-58AX802B 2499 09.14/GT %k ok A4KTVworth investigating LED 58 3840x2160 ® @ ® ® 4 B80x130x29
PanasonicTX-65AX902B 5000 01.15/FT %k k Agorgeous screen but that price is a sticking point LED 65 3840x2160 ® ® ® O i 86x146x6
PanasonicTX-P65WT600 5500 12.13/GT  Skokkkk Acapable setthat handles 4K footage very well LED 65 38402160 ® @ ° 4 86x147%6
Philips 55PFL8008 2500 07.13/GT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Agreat TV from Philips LED 55 1920x1080 ® @ e o 4 7223
Philips 65PFL9708 4500 12.13/GT 2. 8. 8.8 ¢ Smart features aren’tas good we’d like but this is still a strong 4K set LED 65 3840x2160 ® @ ° 5 8lx146x4
Samsung KE5559C 7000 01.14/GT ok kok An excellent first step for large screen OLED TVs OLED 55 1920x1080 ® ® ® ® 4 781414
Samsung UE55HU7500 2300 09.14/GT ko kk Best 52-60in TV, Awards 2014 LED 55 38402160 ® @ ® ® 4 7502327
Samsung UE65F9000 5000 01.14/GT 2. 2.0.8.¢ Atalented set with few weakenesses to speak of LED 65 3840x2160 ® ® ® © 4 BuXIuEXG
Samsung UE65H8000 3300 07.14/FT 2. 8. 8.8 ¢ A fine set, but high price and lack of 4Kknock it down a star LED 65 1920x1080 ® ® ® ® 4 814531

Home cinemaspeaker set-up

you see all the detail in the picture
Screen size and position

To find the best size screen for your
room, work out how far away you'll
be sitting from the display. We would
recommend sitting 1.3m away for a
32in screen, 1.6m for a 40in, 1.8m for
50in and around 2.1m for a 60in+ TV.
Those distances might seem huge
for a small space, but don't

forget - you will want the display to
fill your field of vision for the most
immersive experience and after a
while you'll get use to the screen'’s
size. Don't place it too high, either

- you shouldn't have to look up more
than 15 degrees, unless you want to
strain your neck.

u @

Play around with the sub'’s placement
to find the most effective position

Using a 5.1 system?

Place the two front speakers at ear
height, at a 45-degree angle to the
listening position. The centre
channel should go either directly
above or below the TV, and be
angled so it's pointing directly at the
listener. The surround left and right
speakers should go at 90-110
degrees to each side, and be placed
a minimum of two feet above ear
height if you can. It's the angle that's
more crucial here, though. Strictly
speaking, the sub should go in the
middle - but we know that isn‘t
always practical, so we've put it at
the side here, between the centre
and left channels.

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com

Convert a 71 set-up into Atmos with
in-ceiling or upward-firing speakers

Using a 7.1 system?

Set up the first five speakers (see
left). If you don't have a THX-
certified amp or speakers, place
the two back channels slightly
apart behind you, firing straight
ahead. This will give you the most
even spread of sound. If your kit is
THX-certified, however, place the
back speakers next to each other
on the rear wall. This lets the
Advanced Speaker Array tech do
its job - it's a processing mode that
uses one speaker configuration to
disperse sound in different ways
depending on what you're watching
or listening to.

Plonking kit around the room and hoping for the best isn’t the greatest of ideas...

*

Place a sound isolation plinth under a
sub if you're worried about vibrations

Adding an extra sub?

Using more than one subwoofer
might seem excessive. But don't
worry, it needn’t cause ructions
between you and the neighbours

- deploying multiple subs isn't
meant to make the bass louder.
Instead, it evens out the spread of
bass around the room, making it
harder to localise - and therefore
more immersive. If you're using two
subs, place them in the middle at
the front and back of the room.
Pulling out all the stops and using
four? Put them at twelve, three, six
and nine on an imaginary clock-face.
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TELEVISIONS continued

= £ 2%s . §§
- ; r 5 § EfsgiE ¥
Product £: Tested Verdict = & a2 &L & F BE
n £2000 and above
m Samsung UE65HU7500 3500 08.14/FT 2. 8.8.8.8.¢ Best 60in+ TV, Awards 2014 LED 65 3840x2160 @ ° 4 88x145x30
J Samsung UE65HU8500 3800 01.15/GT ek ¥k ok Afeature-ladenTV, this is an impressive, attractive and entertainingTV.~ LD 65 384002160 ® @ ® o 4 8514511
o Samsung UE65)U8000 2750 06.15/GT Yok Fok ok Impressive. Samsung’s 2015 4Krange s off to a flying start LED 65 3840x2160 ® @ ° 4 90x146x30
Q Sony KD-55X8505B 2100 09.14/GT 2. 2.8.8.1 An attractive TV with a good set of features LED 55 3840x2160 ® @ ° 4 79x123x29
Sony KDL-55W905A 2400 07.13/GT ok Kok Agreat-looking TV but a few issues knock it down a star LED 55 1920x1080 ® ® ° 4 72x124x6
ﬂ Sony KD-6559005B 3900 01.15/GT ek ¥k ok Thoughtful design married with seriously good picture quality LED 65 3840x2160 ® @ ° 4 155x90x33
m Sony KD-65X9005A 5000 01.14/FT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Good looks and great sound but needs 4K material to shine LED 65 3840x2160 ® o0 4 90x168x10
J Sony KD-65X9005B 3600 07.14/FT 2. 2.8.0.¢ This Sony set has issues with upscaled content but it looks greatwith 4K L0 65 3840x2160 ® @ ° 4 88x172x10
)
(a]
=] E3%;E Blu-rayplayers
| ]
v Smart ability Extends the viewing choice beyond discs with apps like BBC iPlayer
&4 E Multichannel out Analogue outputs that feed high quality sound to a non-HDMI receiver
g Twin HDMI outputs__ These are used if you have two displays, say a projector and a TV
‘—;. Theshortlist
>
S
1
&

AWARD WINNER AWARDWINNER

Sony BDP-S5200 Sony BDP-S7200 Panasonic DMP-BDT700
Awards 2014: Best Blu-ray player up to £150 Awards 2014: Best Blu-ray player £150-£300 Awards 2014: Best Blu-ray player £300+
523 £ g%
Product £ Tested Verdict é gé E’ EE
Upto £500
LG BP645 85 02.15/GT 2. 2.8.2.1 Afine Blu-ray player replete with a strong feature list 11 0 No 5x43x21
LGBP740 200 08.14/GT 2. 2.8, 8¢ Much improved, but needs to better its sound and video performance to match the best 11 0 No 4x43x21
Panasonic DMP-BDT260 80 02.15/GT Sk kkk Animpressive Blu-ray spinner that’s even more value for money after its price drop 10 0 No 4x31x18
Panasonic DMP-BDT330 200 09.13/GT Sk hkhkk Lacks inthe smart app area but performance elsewhere s terrific 2 1 0 No 4x43x18
Panasonic DMP-BDT460 190 08.14/GT 2. 2.8.2.0.9 Talented with sound as it is with picture, this is a Blu-ray player to be reckoned with 2 1 0 No 4x2x18
Panasonic DMP-BWT740 455 11.14/FT % Fok ok Mightilyimpressive, this Blu-ray spinner is a multimedia beast 2 1 1 No 6x43x24
Philips BDP3380 80 01.14/GT ook kok Avery good performer that lacks some smart features 10 1 No 4x4ix21
Pioneer BDP-160 120 01.14/GT Sk hhk This entry-level unitis pretty spartan, but it delivers an impressive performance 2 0 1 No 6x44x25
Pioneer BDP-450 225 01.12/FT e kok ok ok This budget deckis a real rival for the top performers 10 1 No 9xix25
Samsung-BD-H6500 100 02.15/GT  “kkk Another solid, competitive effort from Samsung 11 0 No 4x36x20
Sony BDP-54100 80 01.14/GT 0 8.8.8.9.4 Best Blu-ray player up to £100, Awards 2013 10 1 No 4x36x20
Sony BDP-55100 140 07.13/GT Sk hkkk Best Blu-ray player £100-£150, Awards 2013 10 1 No 4x36x20
Sony BDP-55200 85 02.15/GT 2. 2.8.8.0.9 Best Blu-ray player up to £150, Awards 2014 10 1 No 4x27x20
Sony BDP-56200 180 08.14/GT 1.2.0.8.8 ¢ Plenty of smart features, sharp images and well-rendered 3D. Atalented disc spinner 10 1 No 4x36x20
Sony BDP-57200 230 09.14/FT 2 8.8.8.8.4 Best Blu-ray player £150-£300, Awards 2014. Product of the Year 10 1 No 5x3x1
Sony PlayStation 3(2012) 250 AW.12/FT  Skokkok Superslim PS3 feels less special, but it’s still multi-talented 11 0 No 6x9x23
Sony PlayStation 4 349 02.14/FT ok kK Agreatgaming machine that’s less spectacular when it comes to home entertainment 11 0 No 1933
Xbox One 430 01.14/FT e kok ok As ambitious a game console as there has ever been, butyet to fulfil its potential 11 0 No 833x7
£500 and above
Cambridge AudioAzur752BD 800 04.13/FT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Features and functions combine in fine style, but audio performance could be a little better 2 1 1 8h 9x43x31
Marantz UD7007 500 12.12/FT 2 2.8.2.0.9 Best Blu-ray player £300+, Awards 2013 11 1 No 11x44x31
Oppo BDP-105D 1100 03.15/GT Sk hkkk Ifyouwant a Blu-ray player that does everything, then thisis it 2 1 1 8h 124331
Onkyo BD-SP809 500 04.12/GT b 8. 2.8.¢ Afine choice, but not an all-rounder 2 1 1 No 10x43x31
Panasonic DMP-BDT700 500 10.14/FT %k ok ok Best Blu-ray player £300+, Awards 2014 2 1 1 7ch 7x45x26

“Sony’s BDP-S5100 has all the hallmarks of a class-leading machine”

June 2013
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BLU-RAY PLAYERS continued

Product £
Pioneer BDP-LX58 600
Pioneer BDP-LX88 1300

Noise

Product £
Upto£1000
BenQW1070+ 650
BenQW1080ST 850
Epson EH-TW5200 700
InFocus IN3118HD 990
InFocus IN8606HD 650
Optoma HD25 800
£1000-£3000
BenQW1080ST+ 1000
BenQW1400 1000
BenQW1500 1400
Epson EH-TW6100W 1600
Epson EH-TW6600 1400
Epson EH-TW7200 1900
Optoma HD50 1000
Philips Screeneo HDP1590TV 1500
Sony VPL-HW55ES 2800
£3000and above
Epson EH-TW9200W 3000
JVCDLA-X35BE 3000
Panasonic PT-AT6000E 3000
SIM2 C3X Lumis 3D-S 30000
Sony VPL-HW50ES 3000
Sony VPL-VW500ES 8500
Sony VPL-VW95ES 5000
SystemKkillers

Alien (1979)

Ridley Scott's seminal sci-fi film
takes the horror/stalker genreand
transplantsit to space. Sigourney

Weaver'sRipley is one of many

highlights, asis Scott's peerless
ability toimagine a world that feels
livedin. The HD transfer is utterly

stunningforafilmthat's

approachingits 40th anniversary.

Lamp life

Tested Verdict
04.15/FT 2 2.0.0.8 ¢
03.15/GT 2. 8. 2.8.¢

Projectors

Screens

Youwon’tfind many ‘smarts’ here but in terms of performance, this is afine player
Great with movies, lacks the same quality in its stereo performance

Buy one of these. A painted white wall is simply not good enough
Fan noise can be a major issue if you sit close to your projector
Projector bulbs have limited lifespans and need to be changed regularly

A

Tested Verdict = £ &

11.14/GT ek ¥k ok Fora firsthome cinema, this would be a great projector DLP 11515  1920x1080
12.13/GT F ko k Agood fit for small-scale home cinema entertainment DIP  0.69-0.83  1920x1080
11.14/GT Yok ok ok For £700it’s an impressive projector with a few niggles DLP  1.22-1.47:1 1920x1080
05.13/GT ok Kok Afew niggles buta brightand capable projector DIP 16192  1920x1080
11.14/GT 2. 8.8, 8¢ Good detail and punch, but rivals have the edge over it DIP  1.22-1.47:1 1920x1080
05.13/GT ok ok Plenty of features for a budget level projector DIP 1518  1920x1080
05.15/GT ok ¥k ok An easy-to-use projector that’s excellent value for money DLP  0.69-0.83  1920x1080
Aw.14/FT ek k ok Best projector up to £1500, Awards 2014 DIP  1.07-1.71  1920x1080
04.15/GT 2. 2.8.8.1 Awell-equipped projector that boasts a decent performance DLP 107171  1920x1080
Aw.13/FT 1 .2.8.8.8.¢ Best projector £1000-£2000, Awards 2013 1D 1.32:2.15:1 1920x1080
04.15/GT ek ¥k ok Lacks wireless connectivity but this Epson is a great performer D 132215  1920x1080
Aw.14/FT ek k ok Best projector £1500-£2000, Awards 2014. Product of the Year 1o  1.342.87:1 1920x1080
05.15/GT 2. 2.0.8.1 Not perfect butthe HD50’s rich, colourfulapproachisappealing  bp  1.392.09:1  1920x1080
05.14/FT ok k ok Agreatidea butthe lack of FullHDis an obstacle DLP 0.321 1280x800
04.14/GT Yk kkk Best projector £2000+, Awards 2014 SXRD nfa 1920x1080
04.14/GT 2. 8. 2.8.¢ Afine projector, but not the showstopper we expected D 1.342.87:1 1920x1080
04.13/GT ok Kok Good but not great, this JVCappeals ifyou like bright pictures DA n/a 1920x1080
04.14/GT 2. 2.2.0.0 ¢ Best projector £2000+, Awards 2013 1D 1.182.36  1920x1080
11.11/FT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 The best 3D projector we’ve ever seen DLP  1.82-2.48:1 1920x1080
12.12/FT 18, 8.8.8.¢ Shows why home cinema can’t be beaten SXRD  1.64-2.37  1920x1080
04.14/FT ok Kok Stunningly good with 4K content but pricey nonetheless SXRD  1.64-2.37  1920x1080
01.12/FT ek ok k By class standards, it’s one of the best projectors around SXRD  1.38-2.83  4096x2160

orld (and space)

Godzilla(2014)

Unlike the Spielberg films it wants
toemulate, Gareth Edwards's
Godzillafeatures several dull
characters. But, we're here forthe
epic monster fights -and it
delivers. Godzillais the type of film
that ought to be seenonthe
biggest screen possible with the
volume turned up to the max.

Jurassic Park (1993)

CGl cameintoits own with Jurassic
Park, but theimpact of seeing
photo-realistic dinosaursis
matched by the care paid tothe
film's characters. It looks great but
the DTS-HD Master Audio 7.1 track
deserves plaudits, giving suspense
scenes like theintroduction of the
T-Rexarealtension.

Jaws (1975)

Without adoubt one of the classics
toemerge from ‘70s Hollywood,
Spielberg showed an appreciation
forsuspense over outright horror
with Jaws. John Williams' two-note
motif for the deadly shark exudes
menace, and the sheer fright and
terror Spielberg conjured up has
rarely been surpassed.
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200 2 0 1 1 106124 275 o

L]
2000 2 0 1 1 103124 285

2000 2 0 1 0 10.530x25 3 0
3600 2 0 1 0 10x34x25 3.7
2000 2 0 1 1 26x28.5x12 3
2000 2 0 2 2 123831 45
2200 2 0 1 1 106124 3
200 2 0 1 1 123428 4
2200 2 0 1 1 123408 3.9
2300 2 0 1 1 146237 6
2500 2 0 1 1 16x41x30 6.7
2000 2 0 1 1 16x47x40 8
2200 2 0 1 1 120907 4
50 3 0 1 0 153429 5
1700 2 0 0 1 18x41xk6 9.6
2400 6 0 0 1 14x47x40 9
1300 2 0 1 1 18k6x47 15
00 3 0 1 1 15x47x36 87
3000 2 0 0 1 46x21x46 11
1700 2 0 0 1 18k1x46 9.6
1700 2 0 0 1 18x41xk6 9.6
1700 2 0 0 0 20x50x46 14

King Kong (2005)

The King Kong PeterJackson

and Andy Serkis createdisa
thrillingly realised one despite
the film being weighed down

byabloated running time.
Still, the look is sumptuous,
with James Newton Howard's
soaring music full of emotion
andadventure.

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com
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E3:mE AVreceivers & amplifiers

Up to £500 Well-equipped and delivers convincing surround sound
E f500-£1000 There are gains in features, build quality and sonic performance
f1000+ Real powerhouses that pack loads of features and cinema-style sound

Theshortlist

AWARD WINNER AWARD WINNER

YamahaRX-V377 Sony STR-DN1050 Pioneer SC-LX58
Awards 2014: Best home cinema amp up to £3501 Awards 2014: Best home cinemaamp £350-£700 | Awards 2014: Best home cinemaamp £700-£1500

AV receivers and amplifiers

S
Product f Tested Verdict éé § § § ('3: EE
Up to £300
PioneerVSX-528 285 02.14/GT 2.2.0.8.¢ Awell-equipped budget amp with good surround sound capabilities 5x130 6 1 @ @ 17x44x33
Yamaha RX-V375 250 02.14/GT ek ko k Besthome cinema amplifier up to £350, Awards 2013 5100 4 1 ®  15x44x32
Yamaha RX-V377 250 07.14/FT Yk k ok Best home cinema amplifier up to £350, Awards 2014 70 4 1 @ @ 15x44x32
£300-£500
Sony STR-DN840 350 02.14/GT 2. 8. 8.8 ¢ Atalented, energeticamp that delivers plenty of precision and attack M50 6 1 @ @ 16x43x33
Sony STR-DN850 400 08.14/FT 2.8.8.8.0.4 Animpressive all-rounder at a great price M50 5 1 @ @ 16x43x33
£500-£1000
Denon AVR-X2000 500 08.13/GT 2.8.8.8.0.4 Marks a fine return to form for Denon X150 7 1 @ @ 17x43x33
Denon AVR-X2100W 500 09.14/GT 2. 8.8.8 ¢ Astrong contender but competition at this price is fierce X150 8 2 @ @ 17x43x33
Denon AVR-X4000 900 12.13/GT Fokok ok Decentifyou’re looking fora sub-£1000 AV receiver 725 7 3 @ @ 17x43x38
Onkyo TX-NR626 500 08.13/GT Fkok Kk Well-featured but not as compelling or as immersive as rival products X160 6 2 ® @ 17x44x33
PioneerVSX-924 500 09.14/GT 2.2.8.8 ¢ Another good effort but rivals offer more excitement X150 7 2 @ @ 17x44x36
Sony STR-DN1040 500 08.13/GT ek ko k Besthome cinema amplifier £350-£700, Awards 2013. 7X100 8 2 ® @ 16x43x32
Sony STR-DN1050 500 09.14/GT 2. 8.8.8.0 ¢ Best home cinema amplifier £350-£700, Awards 2014. Product of the Year X165 6 3 @ @ 17x43x33
Yamaha RX-S600 500 05.14/FT %k ok k Asmall, excellent amp that delivers great sound and good features 50 5 1 @ @ 17x43x33
Yamaha RX-V677 560 09.14/GT 2.2.2.8.0.¢ Afun receiverthat’s not the most balanced, but is endlessly entertaining X150 6 1 @ @ 17x43x36
£1000-£2000
Anthem MRX-510 1700 Aw.14/FT 2.8.2.8.0.4 Rarely have we seen a multi-channelamp so accomplished with music ™57 2 ®  16x44x37
Denon AVR-4520 1970 03.13/ST 2.2.8.8 ¢ An enjoyable, easygoing sound, pipped only in terms of absolute excitement %150 7 2 @ 20x43x42
Onkyo TX-NR838 1000 10.14/FT 2. 8. 8.8 ¢ Acommendable amplifier with a huge number of features 7180 7 1 @ @ 34x58x51
Pioneer SC-LX58 1400 11.14/FT 2. 8.8.8.0 ¢ Best home cinema amplifier £700-£1500, Awards 2014 9190 8 3 @ @ 19xhbxik
Yamaha RX-A1020 1000 04.13/FT 2. 2.2.2.0.¢ Delivering excitement, detail and precision, this is a brilliantly capable all-rounder X110 8 2 ® @ 18x43x43
Yamaha RX-A1040 1000 12.14/FT ok ok ok Well-featured and full of power, but lacks in the thrill department X110 8 2 ® @ 18x44x43
£2000 and above
Anthem MRX 700 2100 10.12/FT 2.2.2.2.0.¢ Fantastic-sounding and worthy of a serious audition 7x90 4 1 17x44x39
Arcam FMJ AVR450 2200 03.14/GT ok kK There’s plenty to like with this receiver, but its rivals better it X110 7 2 @ @ 17x43x42
Arcam AVR750 4000 12.13/FT 2.2.8.8 ¢ It’s not flawless, but this AV receiver is very good 7100 7 2 @ @ 17x43x43
Pioneer SC-LX87 2000 03.14/GT 2. 8.8.8.0.4 Pioneer strikes gold again with this feature-laden powerhouse 9220 9 3 @ @ 19xhlxd4
Pioneer SC-LX88 2200 01.15/GT 2.8.2.8.0.4 Astaggeringly powerful amp with a captivating sound 9x250 8 3 @ @ 19xllx4h
Onkyo TX-NR1010 2000 12.12/FT 2.2.0.0.¢ Power-packed heavyweight needs a touch more precision 75200 9 2 ® @ 20x44x59
Onkyo TX-NR3010 2000 03.13/ST 28,88 ¢ Asolid performance but lacks the subtlety to cut it as a complete all-rounder X160 9 2 ® @ 20x44x60
Onkyo TX-NR3030 2500 06.15/FT 2.8.8.8.0 .4 Astonkingly good receiver that offers plenty for the asking price 11x185 8 3 ® @ 34x60x59
Yamaha RX-A3030 2000 03.14/GT 2. 2.2.2.0¢ Best home cinema amplifier £1500+, Awards 2013 %150 8 1 @ @ 19x44x47
Yamaha RX-A3040 2000 01.15/GT 2.2.0.8.¢ Asmooth and powerfulamp, that’s well worth auditioning 9x230 8 2 @ @ 19x44x47

To subscribe call 0844 848 8813 or email: whathifi@servicehelpline.couk
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(7))
ET:E Subwoofers c
O
Sealed cabinet Tends to produce the tightest bass but limits outright quantity i
E Reflex port A more common design that tends to deliver more bass (o)
Room equalisation_ _Evens out the subwoofer’s response to produce a more balanced sound (o]
=Y
Product £ Tested Verdict E &8 5 55 E & E & & 5 g & 52 .
Upto £500 (ﬂ
B&WASW610 450 05.09/GT 2. 8.8. 8.0 ¢ Best subwoofer up to £700, Awards 2011 200 25 ° Forward 1 1 ° ® 4 3131x38 E
Monitor Audio Vector VW-8 225 04.10/FT 2.2.8.8 ¢ Capable little sub foran entry-level system 100 20 ® fowad 2 0 ° 2 32x28x28 -
REL Acoustics T-Zero 350 05.12/GT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Smalland discreet, but limited by size 100 165 ° Downward 2 1 ° 2 24x22x26 °
TannoyTS2.10 430 03.12/FT Jkkk Small, but packs a ferocious punch 300 25 @ foward 1 0 @ ° 3 39x38x33 :
Velodyne EQ-Max 8 495 04.12/FT b .2.8.0.4 Small, but punches well above its weight 180 20 ® fowad 2 2 ® ®@ ®@ ® ® 1 37:3%38 :
Velodyne Impact-12 365 05.09/GT )k kkk Fine sub, more of a movie than a music classic 165 30 ® fowad 2 1 ° 0 1 39x66x45 n
Velodyne Impact-Mini 435 10.09/FT 28,88 ¢ Amazingly small sub with fine movie performance 180 16.5 ° forward 2 2 ° 1 25x25630 n
Wfedale Powercube SPC-10 300 11.11/FT 2.2.2.2.0.¢ Nearly a terrific subwoofer - but there are issues 215 25 ° Downward 1 1 @ ° 8 383531 g
£500-£1000 %
B&WASW610XP 700 07.09/FT 2. 8.8.8.0 ¢ Ideal for big bass from a small box 500 25 ° Foward 2 1 ° ® 4 323237 m
Monitor Audio Apex AW-12 950 05.12/GT ok k*k Beautiful to look at, and punchy too 500 30.5 ° foward 1 0 ® . ® 2 34x4x41 -
RELAcoustics -7 650 02.12/FT Jkok Kk Acompact sub with authority 200 20 ® Downward 2 1 ° 2 3035633 n
Sonos Sub 600 08.12/FT 28,88 ¢ Sounds great. Makes sense with Sonos Play speakers  n/a  n/a ° Inward 0 0 ® o o 1 40386
TannoyTS2.12 549 05.12/GT 28,88 ¢ Attractively priced with decent sonics too 500 30.5 ° foward 1 0 ® ° 2 44x43x38
Velodyne EQ-Max 12 825 05.12/GT 2.2.8.8.9.9 Powerfuland agile and supremely enjoyable 225 305 ® foward 1 2 ® © ® ® O 1 L5246
£1000 and above
B&WPV1D 1200 05.12/GT 2. 8.8.8.0.4 Delivers precision and agility in spades 40 20 ° Foward 1 0 ® o o 2 342736
Jamo D600 1300 05.12/GT b 2.8.0.0 ¢ Abrilliant sub that’s worth the price 400 38 ° fFoward nfa 0 ° 1 56x59x50
Velodyne SPL-1000 Ultra 1400 09.11/FT 2.2.2.2.0.¢ Best subwoofer £700+, Awards 2011 1200 25 ° foward 1 1 @ ® @ O 3 33334
E3iE Surroundspeakers
Full size Traditional cabinet design that’s big but can deliver a great sound
E Style Compact speakers that make a lot of sense in smaller living spaces
Bipole/Dipole Surround speaker designs that give a more cohesive soundfield

Theshortlist

L ] []
PRODUCT OF THE YEAR AWARD WINNER
QAcoustics2000i5.1 DaliZensor15.1 Monitor Audio Radius R9OHT1
Awards 2014: Best Traditional Pack up to £700 Awards 2014: Best Traditional Pack £700-£1500 Awards 2014: Best Style package £1400-£1800
“We simply can’t find a rival (trust us, we’ve “Whetherit’s with music or movies, the “You have a package that blends nicely. With
looked) that even comes close to the Q Zensor 1 5.1 produces a stunning sound. price, performance and practicality on its
Acoustics’ performance-per-pound offering.” That’s £1000 well spent, we say.” side, the Radius ticks all the boxes.”
T T
Product f Tested Verdict EE SE &2 32 =
Up to £500
Boston Ac. Soundware XS SE 220 12.11/FT 2.2.2.2.0 ¢ Justas good as its predecessor: a must-hear X119 11x11x9  11x11x9  31x28x40 2
Canton Movie 130 450 05.12/FT ok ok k Likeable and listenable 12x9x10  9x19x10  12x9x10  41x24x42 3
Jamo S426 HCS3 350 01.12/FT 2. 8. 8.8 ¢ Aworthy home cinema solution 91x18x24  12x34x12  21x12x12 nfa 3
Tannoy HTS-101 400 09.11/GT Sk kk*k Best style package up to £700, Awards 2014 16x11x14  11x25x17  16x11x14  42x28x37 1
Wharfedale DX-1HCP 400 Aw.11/FT Yk ok ok Gets a lot right for this kind of money 19x12x12 1229x12  19x12x12  34x29x32 2
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" Product £ Tested Verdict g E §E gg 3 E é
((+] £500-£1000
” DaliZensor15.1 980 Aw.13/FT ok %ok ok Best traditional package £700-£1500, Awards 2014. Product of the Year 27x16x22  16x44x29  27x16x22  31x29x31 3
Q- JamoA200HCS 5 640 01.13/FT 28,284 Agutsyand entertaining sound at this price 2269%5 2269%5  229x5  31x28x31 7
m KEFE305 900 11.13/ST 2. 2.8.8.1 Aroom-filling system but there are more dynamic packages out there 26x14x16  16x22x15  26x14x16  32x43x27 2
3 Mission M* 700 01.15/FT %k ok ok Petite, likable and convenient, just lacks the thrills of rival packages 9x9x9 9x9x9 9x9x9  28x27x27 1
: Mission MX15.1 600 11.11/FT ok kok Ideal fora medium sized room 28x17x26  15x42x19  28x17x26  30x30x33 4
= Monitor Audio MASS 800 11.13/ST 28,284 Still an excellent system, it narrowly falls short of the best 2x13x13  13x22x13  22x13x13 423838 1
2 QAcoustics 2000i 5.1 625 Aw.11/FT ek kk ok Best traditional package up to £700, Awards 2014 23x15%20  23x16x12  23x15x20  23x16x12 2
e QAcoustics Q7000i 900 11.13/ST 2. 2.2.0.0 ¢ Best style package £700-£1000, Awards 2014 24x10x16  12x20x16  24x10x16  32x46x20 2
3 Wharfedale 100-HCP 950 11.13/FT ok kok Avery good package, but could do with a better centre speaker 327X26  17X47X27  32x17x26  39x35x31 7
£1000-£2000
B&W MT-50 1100 11.13/ST 2. 2.2.0.0 ¢ Best style package £1000-£1400, Awards 2014 25x11x16  25x11x16  25x11x16  26x26x33 2
B&W MT-60D 1950 05.12/GT >k kk*k Best style package £1800+, Awards 2014 25x11x16  25x11x16  25x11x16  34x27x36 2
Cabasse Eole 3 1000 11.13/ST 28,284 Alikable, big-sounding system that lacks a little authority 133x13  133x13  13x13x13 333335 2
Cambridge Audio Aero 5.1 1650 10.13/FT 2. 8.2.8.0.9 Best traditional package £1500-£2500, Awards 2014 98X24x34  15x43x21  18x46x15  34x33x36 2
Dali Fazon 1 1500 07.10/GT Yook ok ok Preferable in manyways to its pricier big brother 26x14x13  26x14x13  26x14x13  28x26x27 2
DaliFazon 3 5.1 1699 05.12/GT 1. 8.2.8.8 ¢ Best style package £1200-£2000, Awards 2011 26x14x14  14x26x14  26x14x14  23x16x12 2
DaliZensor5 5.1 1499 Aw.11/FT ok ok ok Best traditional package £700-£1500, Awards 2012 B4x16x27  16x44x28  97x16x23  34x37x38 2
Elipson Planet M 5.1 1300 03.13/FT 2 2.8.8.1 Enjoyable looks and sound, just lacking a smidge of detail 15x15x15  15x15x15  15x15x15  39x32x32 3
FocalDome 5.1 1000 11.13/ST 2. 2.2.0.0 ¢ It’s not perfect but this Focal charms nonetheless 17x14x14  17x14x14  17x14x14  40x28x28 3
KEFQ3005.1 1880 10.11/GT 2.2.8.8.8.¢ An admirable package for the purists 362130 21x63x30  36x21x30  33x34x33 3
MonitorAudio Bronze BX25.1 1050 Aw.10/FT %k kK Thrillingly fit for purpose 35x19x26  17x46x17  29x28x11  33x3233 4
Monitor Audio Bronze BX55.1 1215 12.10/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Does a good job of filling a big room 85x17x25  17x46x17  29x28x11  33x32:33 2
Monitor Audio Radius R90HT1 1500 10.13/FT Yok ok ok Best style package £1400-£1800, Awards 2014 20x13x14  17x46x17  20x13x14 333233 3
Quad L-ite Plus 5.1 package 1200 12.13/F1 ok Kok Afine package that’s up against some formidable rivals at this price 25x14x18  15x38x17  25x14x18  31x24x24 3
£2000 and above
Acoustic Energy 3-Series 5.1 2425 06.14/GT 2. 2.0.8.¢ Build, looks and performance combine for an attractive speaker package 90x19x30  19x45x26  30x19x25  36x36x36 2
B&W 683 Theatre 2750 11.14/GT ok Kok Atalented and entertaining speaker package that doesn’t quite captivate 99x19x36  22x59x30 31.5x16x23 33x33x38 2
Dalilkon 5 MK2 2500 06.14/GT  Hkk*k An exciting speaker package that will thrill film and musicfans 81X15x28  15x57x26  38X27x15  ASx4lxk6 2
KEFR100 5.1 2850 06.14/GT 0. 8.8.8. 8 ¢ Best traditional package £2500-£3500, Awards 2014 28x18x29  17x53x31  28x18x29  37x33x35 4
M&K 950-Series 5445 04.10/FT Yok ok ok Exceptional system with thrilling sound 41X18x22  41x18x22  26x18x22  60X39x51 2
Monitor Audio Apex 2400 05.12/GT 1.8.2.8.8 ¢ Best style speaker package £2000+, Awards 2011 25x14x14  14x61x10  25x14x14  34x34xA1 2
Monitor Audio PL200AV 11400 08.10/FT %k kK Exceptionalin every sense 100x25x28  22x58x29  37x34x36  4SX48x47 3
Monitor Audio PL300 AV 13500 10.09/FT %k kK One of the finest 5.1 speaker packages on the market TUXGIXG7  22X58X29  37X22K28  ASXBXAT 2
Monitor Audio Silver 6 AV12 2875 06.14/GT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Ahugely capable surround package. Worthy of serious consideration 94x35x20  19x50x24  25x31x12  23x16x14 6
Paradigm MilleniaOne 2500 12.12/FT 2. 2.8.8.4 Smooth and detailed, but slightly lacking in attack 20x12x15  20x12x15  20x12x15  34x30x32 2
Tannoy Revolution SEAV 2400 06.14/GT  Hkk*k Despite a few issues with the centre and sub, this is an exciting package 95x20x25  15x31x16  37x20x25  A4x43x37 1

Callbl‘atlng your AV receiver Apoorlysetupreceiver, with speakersat the wronglevels and EQsettings, is awful. Here's how todoitrigl

SPL apps are now available

Doit manually -~ Usethg included mlc'rc.)phone . n to help you calibrate an AV —
Ifyouhave asound-pressure level meter, thisisthe  Theeasiestway todoitistopluginthecalibration  FESeSPSRas e
timetofreeit fromits current life of measuring car microphone that came with your receiver. Follow

exhaustsand burps. the on-screeninstructions, movingit between

thelistening positions you usually sitinat the
Inyour AV receiver's settings menu, switch the test appropriate point (if your amp supports this).
toneon, then cycle through the speakers. Switch

the SPL meter to ‘C' weighting and slow response Putitatear-level (onastandif possible), and stay
mode, and then set the level of each speaker to absolutely silent while it works.
around 75dB on the meter's display as you hold it
head-height.
& Check yourwork

Ifyou're usinga phone or tablet with an SPL app Make sure the speakers are to the correct size in
you should be fine setting the surround sound the amp's menus, and trust your ears. If it sounds T
speakers, but many internal mics are pretty bad at wrong, it probably is - you can always tweak. away the mic
registering bass - so you'll have to dial in the sub by ftmay end up'
Ealr. Now twould beagoodtimeto check theoverall proving useful

alance, too.

100 wwwwhathificom Need more info? Go to whathifi.com
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Marantz CD6005
Awards 2014: Best CD Player up to £500

Product

Up to £500
Cambridge Audio Azur 351C
Cambridge Audio Azur 651C
Marantz CD6005
Onkyo C-N7050
TeacCD-P80ONT

£500-£1000
Audiolab 8200CD
Audiolab 8200CDQ
NAD C546BEE
Cyrus CDTransport
Cyrus CD6 SE2
Naim CD5si
Pioneer PD-50
Rega Apollo-R
Roksan Kandy K2

£1000 and above
Audio Research CD6
Burmester 069
Cambridge Audio Azur851C
Copland CDA825
Cyrus CD 8 SE2
Cyrus CDi
Cyrus CD Xt Signature
Esoteric K-05
Leema Antila IS Eco
Musical Fidelity M6CD
Naim CD5XS
Naim CD555/555PS
Naim CDX2
Parasound Halo CD1
Primare CD32
Roksan Caspian M2 CD
T+AMP 3000 HV
Yamaha CD-53000

300
450
350
350
350

800
950
500
750
700
995
500
550
900

8050
35840
1200
4298
1200
1050
1750
7495
2995
2100
1950
18345
3640
5000
2200
1695
7900
3500

Tested

11.12/FT
03.12/FT
10.13/FT
04.15/FT
06.15/FT

03.14/GT
09.11/FT
10.12/FT
01.12/ST
06.12/ST
10.14/6T
09.13/FT
06.12/ST
06.12/ST

08.14/FT
11.13/FT
Aw.12/FT
05.13/FT
09.12/FT
03.14/GT
05.15/FT
01.14/FT
09.11/FT
08.13/FT
Aw.09/FT
10.09/FT
02.10/FT
07.13/FT
04.11/FT
AW.10/FT
12.13/FT
10.14/GT

Has both a CD mechanism and digital-to-analogue conversion tech
Needs an outboard DAC but can deliver a higher standard of sound

Verdict

*okkk ok
ok kk

ok Kk k ok
ok k ok k
Ra2.2.2.0.¢

kk ok k
Ra.2.2.0.¢
R824
1 8. 8.8, .¢
b2 2.2.2.¢
ko kk
okkk
okk ok
ok k ok

1 8. 8.2.2.1
kK k ok
Fokkk
Ra.2.2.0.¢
1 8.8.8.9 .1
ok Kk ok
ko k ok
Fokkk ok
1 8.8 2.0 .4
ok k ok
ok k ok
Ra8.2.0.¢
Fokk ok
kK k ok
* ok %k
Fokkk ok
Fokk ok
Fokk ok

Cyrus CDi Roksan Caspian M2CD
Awards 2014: Best CD Player £500-£1500 Awards 2014: Best CD Player £1500+

3e33 _Eses | Ee
S 8835358878 2 25
TL3s8235sgme 2%
EESSRIZESSELE &S
Aworthy rival to the Award-winning Marantz CD6004 ° 1101 00 0 0 0 2 9331
Aspacious sounding disc spinner ° 1101 00 0 0 0 1 9x4331
Best CD player up to £500, Awards 2014 ° 1101 1 00 0 0 2 11xkx34
IsitaCD playerora high-res streamer? Regardless, it’s hugely appealing ° 1100 00 0 0 2 2 10x4x30
A versatile one-box solution that offers impressive sound and features ° 1101 100 0 2 1 104330
Best CD player £500-£1000, Awards 2012 ° 11110 2 2 0 1 1 84430
Improves on the sky-high performance of the 8200CD ° 1111122 0 1 2 830

Talented but struggles against the more enjoyable budget Marantz

[
o
-
o
o
o
o
-
s

Ix44x31
Animpressive and affordable CD transport ® 1100000 0 0 2 82236
Subtly upgraded, with worthwhile results
Best CD player £500-£1500, Awards 2013
Worth considering but this SACD player doesn’t quite engage

0101 00 0 0 1 2 82236
00 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 7x43x30
13x44x33

Admirable, but lacks some cohesion 1101000 0 0 2 92232

e 6 o o o
o
o
o
£N
o
o
~

Bigand powerful, with an entertaining sound 111100 0 0 0 2 10x4338

Inthe market for a top-class CD player? This could be the one ° 00 1 1 00 2 1 1 2 138031
Quite possibly the best CD player money can buy 211 1 01 1 0 0 1 16x45x34

Impressive sonic presentation but a touch too clinical for our tastes ° 1111 02 2 1 1 2 124334
Ahugely capable player with stunning sound quality ° 101 100 0 0 0 1 10x3x39
Best CD player £1000-£1500, Awards 2012 ° 1102 00 0 0 0 2 82236
Best CD player £500-£1500, Awards 2014. Product of the Year ° 1101 00 0 0 0 2 7x2236
Partner the Xt with a suitable DACand you have a top-class transport ® 1100000 0 0 2 72236
Agreat place to start... ifyou’re looking foryour final disc-player ° 111 101 1 0 1 2 13x536
The already good Antila goes up another level in performance ° 111 100 0 0 0 2 11xx31
Its powerful, yet refined sound will appeal to many, a fine performer ° 111 1 01 1 0 1 2 13x44x39
It’s an excellent CD player, but faces stiff competition ° 1001 000 0 0 1 7x3x30
The CD555/555PS has a hefty price tag, but a classy performance ° 0001000 0 0 1 11x43:31
The tweaked CDX2 remains a fine proposition ° 0001000 0 0 1 94331
Not cheap butit’s a fine CD player with an idiosyncratic design ° 111 1 100 0 0 2 11x44x35
It's massively detailed, but not as engaging as we’d like ° 111100 0 0 0 2 11x43x38
Best CD player £1500+ Awards 2014 ° 111100 0 0 0 2 8333
Aclassy multi-source player that delivers high-quality sound ° 111100 0 0 1 0 11x43x35
An understated player that lets the music take centre stage ° 111 1 0 1 1 0 1 2 L4xkhxsd

“We're impressed with the Parasound CD1's sound quality no matter
which analogue output is used”

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com

si9Aeld o
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BIGGEST BRANDS, BEST PRICES, EXPERT ADVICE! o, Retanerwaﬂ"’@

LOQ

A selection of our massive range of top-rated hi-fi

CAMBRIDGE PIONEER X-SMCT
E TOPAZ AM1 MINISYSTEM INC SPEAKERS
AMPLIFIER (NON DAB)

Solid build quality and

EXCLUSIVE! M
connectivity make the
AM1 a great first amp.
5§ year Supercare only £8.99

VIP CLUB PRICE

REGULAR PRICE
579.95 !69.95

: REGULAR PRICE
Packs great sound and connectivity

into its slender dimensions. 9 9
TSP £179.95 | 5 year Supercare only i
10% of purchase price

VIP CLUB PRICE

19

MONITOR AUDIO A00 TANNOY MERCURY V4
SIEREGPNIPLEER FLOORSTANDING SPEAKERS ~ #ecutag price
e plpi s (PAIR)
v composure.” What Hi-Fi, “A feisty-sounding floorstander, ! .95
wwar Supercare only £19,¢ fferin t performance at
ilzo a\:;jl:ble in whn:. S ;‘EJ,E#& ;naésﬁcg;?iieéi \g'na?T—H-F‘? 2 VIP CLUB PRICE
1 iNCLUDED TSP £200.95 1 9 9
£ 99 £ .95
PROJECT DEBUT MARANTZ PM6005, CD6005 &
CARBON WHARFEDALE DIAMOND 220
TURNTABLE

AMPLIFIER, CD PLAYER &
BLACK SPEAKERS (PAIR)

a winner. Recommended.” “Buperb sound guality on a budget for your analogue and digital
- What Hi-Fi music,” commented What Hi-Fi of the PM6005, while they said of
5 year Supercare only £32.50 iNCLUDED /& the CDB0O05, “A fantastic player and immense value for money.”
Avallable in a range of colours, ’ : TSP £837.95 | § year Supercare only 10% of Marantz purchase prices
Wharfedale Diamond 220 also

available in walnut or white.
HALF PRICE Amp and CD player also
Cambridge Audio 651P available in silver,
phono pre-amp %
with this turntable £ Call for individual unit prices. £ .9 5

Prices changing daily! Check in-store or online for bargains. gae]»).\'{!

“The latest version of the
long-running Debut remains

premium h]_ﬁ Separates & Systems When was the last time that mus_‘tc made_your_h_eart beat faster?

All of our stores stock premium audio - visit us to hear why
top-brand audio equipment is a must for music-lovers.

ARCAM FMJ A19 AMPLIFIER

“It's clear that its strength lies in its competence. Each musical
element is delivered with a remarkable

amount of composure and stability.” 69 5
— What Hi-Fl.
L] it
Demonstration Rooms 5 e uperar oy £5050 £

Pop down to hear how top-notch kit
enhances your favourite music, films
and TV. Don’t forget our VIP Club
members can book

appointments from

8am - 8pm Mon - Fri.

MUSICAL FIDELITY M3si & M35CD
AMPLIFIER & CD PLAYER

Experience the incredible M3si that offers deep and
dynamic sound quality. A powerful option for hi-fidelity
fanatics. The M35CD boasts class-leading components
throughout including an impressive built-in DAC so you
can enjoy great sounding digital music as well as CDs.
5 year Supercare only £108.90 each

ARCAM CDS27 mﬁ At selectsd stores,
SACD PLAYER WITH MUSIC STREAMER

A top quality CD/SACD player and music
Sign up in-store or online

3 4l I\ streamerin one, the Arcam CD827 is a
in seconds with just an Joel, Manager, City store complete digital entertainer, i
emall address. 14th year of service 5 year Supercars only £79.95 ! ea(}'

Qur VIF Club is completely 3
FREE for ALL customers.



Welcome to richersounps

Enjoy low mternet-beatlng prlces plus all this...

— x

Extensive ranges on display and in our fantastic
demonstration rooms.

Face-to-face expert advice from our friendly teams.

Exclusive “in-store only” and VIP Club member deals.

We'll happily install your equipment for you, or we've big
stocks for you to take home today,

Incredible mini system bargains & amazing hi-fi deals

DENON DM39 &
Q ACOUSTICS 3020
MINI SYSTEM & GRAPHITE SPEAKERS (PAIR)

5YEAR The Denon DM38 comes from a long line of award-winning mini
Eﬁf{}.ﬁ% systems, and what better way to make the most of its punchy

and dynamic sound than with the 5-star Q3020s.
iNCLUDED i N e

“Back, and better than ever,” said What Hi-Fi of the Denon DM38
mini system, and of the Q Acoustics “A quality of sound thats
well beyond the typical expectations of a sub-£300 speaker.”
TSP £388 | 5 year Supercare only 10% of DM38 price
D39 also available in black | Q3020 available in other colours,

Call for individual unit prices,

i ________‘;._ WHATHIFL.COM
RAR+

P

MARANTZ MCR610 MELODY MEDIA
& MONITOR AUDIO BX2
STREAMING MINI SYSTEM &

BLACK SPEAKERS (PAIR)

SPEAKER “This is an excellent all-in-one system” said What Hi-Fi of the
B MCRE10, while of the BX2s th id, "Quit hi d
INCLUDED , while of the BX2s they said, “Quite an achievement an

some of the most engaging speakers you can buy at this money.”
TSP £689 | 5 year Supercare only 10% of Maraniz purchase price
MCAS10 also available in white.

Call for individual unit prices.

Interrlet

LOWEST
PRICE

EXCLUSIVE!

NEW FOR 2015

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CXA60 AMPLIFIER
Give your music a new lease of life with this
exciting new amplifier that features
built-in digital-to-analogue conversion.
5 year Supercare only £49.95

Matching CD player also available.

Also available in silver.

149905

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO MINX Xi

8 MINX XL

STREAMING MINI SYSTEM &
SPEAKERS (PAIR)
“Easy to use, well built and sounds great”
— What Hi-Fi on the Minx Xi.

Usually £599.90 |5 year Supercars only 10% of
Minx Xi purchase price

Also available in white,

Call for individual unit prices.

399 .95

TANNOY REVOLUTION XT 6F
SATIN WALNUT SPEAKERS (PAIR)

“The Revolution XT6Fs will get your feet
tapping and your fingers snapping.”
What Hi-Fi

1999 .05

We’ll beat any genuine advertised price, voucher offer
or system deal, online & in-store, by up to £100!

All we ask is that products are brand new, boxed, in stock at time of purchase, and carry a comparable guarantee. Ask in-store for more details.

A brilliant hi-fi can instantly transform your room into a rock venue, jazz club or concert hall.
Why not visit one of our stores to hear how good your music could sound?

Apple iPad worth £320
while stocks last.
(VIP exclusive offer]

ROKSAN K3 AMP & CD

CD PLAYER & AMPLIFIER

Roksan’s K3 components are sure to please
even the most discerning audiophile. Fully
equipped with Bluetooth for easy music
streaming, the K3 Amp was described by What
Hi-Fi as, “An excellent all-rounder that not only
delivers big sound, energy and texture in spades
but does so for a very reasonable price.”

5 year Supercare only £124.90 each

£1 249 each

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 851A, 851N
8 Q ACOUSTICS CONCEPT 40
AMPLIFIER, NETWORK MUSIC PLAYER &
FLOORSTANDING SPEAKERS (PAIR)

“For scale and power, net to mention build and style, the Azur B51A
is hard to beat.” — What Hi-Fi on the 851A
5 yaar Supercare only 10% of amp & network music player purchase prices
Amplifier & network music player also available in silver.
Speakers also available in white.

Call for individual unit prices. z 9 9 9
£ .95

WE NOW STOCK, DEMO &
INSTALL THE FOLLOWING
PREMIUM BRANDS:

ARCAM audiolob audioquest.

® CAMBRIDGE CxzRLS
DALI DUNAUDIO T FOCAL

U100 QED - MUSICAL FIDELITY
@ monitor Aubio “Naiim o ROKSAN

Proneer Pro-Ject REL
WMSENNHEISER SHURE

SONY TANNUY YAMAHA
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ED e SONQOS  NOWWITH2 YEAR GUARANTEE INCLUDED!

[WHAT HI Fr?]
£ = ==
Bt

usually £338
5 year Supercare only
10% of purchase pri

Available to demcr in all stores

The UK'sbiggestrange 8} HEOS’ PLAY ANY SONG
of streaming audio l I .h Dipotlions IN ANY ROOM. wTO BE

What if r smartphone or
i comaetion ialiaiu CONTROL YOUR MUSIC ANYWHERE.
tablet could control music all : :
" The evolution of multi-room sound.
over YOUI’ hOUSG. YOU COUId Available to dema in selected storas

enjoy access to your own music

90-day risk-free home trial

T&Cs apply. Ask in-store.

||brary and Streamlng Sem|ces Also avajlable in white 5 year Supercare only 10% of purchase prics
like Spotify for example.
With our range of wireless PRICE [’_A]
speakers all this is possible bl <A
P d ' P € Bluetooth
and morc MONITOR AUDIO
AIRSTREAM 5200
WIRELESS MUSIC
Call your local store CAMBRIDGE GO _ SPEAKER NAIM MU-SO
. BLUETOOTH SPEAKER Bﬂluetouth “Great price and streaming WIRELESS MUSIC SPEAKER
OoT see our WEbSIte for “A stellar par‘fon‘nanca at a very features galore... a very “Naim's first entry into the wireless speaker
attractive pm,e desirable wireless speaker.” market, and it's an absolute belter... you won't

the latest prices on What Hi Fi - What Hi-Fi. _ bedisappointed.”
= . AT T & year Supercare - What Hi-Fi,
streaming audio. Aisc avaisbia in whis, 5119 oaly £18A0 ;1 99 §yiars 0 1895
red and biue. Also available in white. 5 year Suparcare only £83.50

A small selection from our headphone range

LOWEST SONY MDR-EX650 AKG Y50 LOWEST SENNHEISER SENNHEISER
PRICE HEADPHONES HEADPHONES PRICE MOMENTUM M2 MOMENTUM
NSRS “Erom satind to fit; “Excelling in sound and HEADPHONES WIRELESS M2
the EXB50s are style, the Y50s are a “Easily one of the best AEBT
everything a pair of cracking introduction a pairs of buds we've HEADPHONES
in-ears sHho_u!d be." 1‘0\‘A}KG'S IaFtam range." heard this year.” Noise cancelling
— What Hi-F - What HI-Fl. What Hi-Fi

and award-winning
Sennheiser sound.

CALL OR
SEE WEB

CALLOR !l caLLoR
SEEWEB "1 SEEWEB omun 319

= No job too big or too small
From simple TV set-ups to a multi-room system or
dedicated home cinema, we can dao it all, We'll optimise your
settings to best suit both your room and your preferences,

We’ll happily
install it for you!

= Wires hidden
We'll make sure everything is neat & tidy — cables can be
gasily hidden in walls.
We have specialist installers i
= Building work required?
By managing our specialist tradespeople, or yours if
required, we can arrange and organise everything.

employed directly by us in

each store as part of our ® Unbeatable value

Highly competitive installation costs and product prices as

trusted team. low as, if not lower than, the biggest internet retailers,

Ask us for a FREE, NO OBLIGATION consultation “We can design and install bespoke solutions
and survey at your home or business today at sensible, great value Richer Sounds prices!

“Free on-site survey up to @ Ty ac b OB Pete, Darren, Tim, R unda Installul"‘
G of !

T Tabletop installation, delivery and optimisation available within a 10 mile radius (5 miles in London} when you buy selected 4K TVs at one of our stores,



LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED . RLuLL

Prices changing daily! Many are even cheaper in-store and on our website.
We'll beat any genuine advertised price, voucher offer or system deal, online & in-store, by up to £100!

All we ask is that products are brand new, boxed, in stock at time of purchase, and carry a comparable guarantee.

FULL ¢

SHD

v ['FSMART TV
Wil

| Feoeview [Z]m]

PANASONIC VIERA TX50AS500B

50" SMART LED TV
399

Catch your favourite shows and films
online with this impressive Panasonic.

NEW FOR 2015
B

SP £499
m
=

Also available 32" 39" & 42°
{freetime)

| Frocsin [ Tm]

. With FREE Panasonic
PANASONIC VIERA TX50CX680B
50" 4K ULTRAHD SMART 3D LED TV
Your movies will look amazing with CALL OR
SEE WEB

LOWEST
PRICE
E0

4KULTRAHD
SMART TV

picture quality four times more detailed
than Full HD. A must see screen!
Also available 40° & 55"

st ) 4KULTRAHD

BDU.II.

mﬂ’
Frewrie= | ] ]

With FREE Sony
HTCT80 soundbar
worth £150
Offar ends 14.06.2015

SSMART TV

SONY BRAVIA KD49X8305C
49" 4K ULTRA HD SMART LED TV

Android TV has arrived with this fantastic c AI.L OR
Smart Sony. You'll enjoy more choice

than ever with this new 4K stunner.
Also available 43"

SEE WEB

Claim £250 back when you
trade in any flat 32°+ TV.
Offer ends 12.08.2015

7

AKULTRAHD
ARTTV

~

With 6 months Netfiix

9 premium subscription + FREE

- = NB3540 soundbar worth £199
7 Dffer ends 17.06.2015

y 4KULTRAHD

~SMART TV

INSTALL
INCLUDED

SYEAR \

=) iR
HOME"\
INSTALL

INCLUDED /

FREE Skylanders

Battleground
Starter Pack

LG 55EC930V
55" CURVED SMART 3D OLED TV

“0OLED enters the realms of affordability
- and it looks lovely.” = What Hi-Fi
TSP £2209 i

Pop in for a demo & expert advice on projectors

Sharing your passion for movies

No matter which projector you choose,
a white wall simply won't show off the best
it's capable of. That’s why we offer

a huge range of different screens
and have in-store experts who
will help you find which is
exactly right for your needs.

e

el

Chris, Deputy Manager,
Leeds store, 10th year of service

LOWEST
PRICE

— T
NEW!

EPSON EHTWT7200
3D PROJECTOR

"Exciting, immersive and effortless.”
- What Hi-Fi
5 Year Guarantes only £188.95 i .95

1080pka

} REGULAR

PRICE

| e
1499.95

_VIP CLUB PRICE

469

BENQ W1070 3D PROJECTOR
“Pictures from the BenQ W1070...
comfortably surpassed our expectations
— trustedreviews.com.

TSP £549.85 | 5 Year Guarantee only 10% of
purchace price

With FREE
Playstation 4
worth £349 while
stocks last.

2199

SONY VPLHWS55
SXRD 3D PROJECTOR

“Nothing shert of stunning.”
- What Hi-Fi
5 Year Guarantes only £278.90

IT HOME
TODAY!

SAMSUNG UE48)58500
48" CURVED 4K ULTRA
HD SMART 3D LED TV

Experience phenomenal detail with

this incredible curved screen, |t delivers
new levels of colour and brightness
that will bring your favourite films,

live sports and video games bursting
to life. You can enjoy a huge choice of
entertainment too thanks to Samsung's
very own Smart hub thats quick and
easy to use.

Also available 55°

CALL OR
SEE WEB

LG 55UF950V

55" 4K ULTRA HD SMART
3DLED TV

Enjoy a blockbuster performance from
this big screen. LG's flagship 4K LED
TV is a perfect match for action-packed
films and games, offering true-to-life
picture guality with lightning-quick
mation. The latest webOS 2.0 Smart
interface gives you access to a world
of entertainment like internet apps and
online video on-demand.

CALL OR
SEE WEB

4KULTRAHD

SMART TV

INSTALL \’
INCLUDED /.
E—

o mHD

Ciaim £125 back when you

trade in any flat 32"+ TV.
Offer ends 12.08.2015

2999

Our extensive range will suit
all tastes and budgets.

SAMSUNG UE65JUT500
65" CURVED 4K ULTRA HD
SMART 3D LED TV

This TV is stunning and packed with
the latest Smart tech.
Also available 48", 65" & 78"

BENQ W1400 3D PROJECTOR
“Big-screen entertainment for

a great price.” — What Hi-Fi.

TSP £999.85

5 Year Guarantes only £88.95

* With £300 of Richer
Sounds vouchers.

5849

SONY VPLVW300ES
4K ULTRA HD SXRD
3D PROJECTOR

“It blew our socks off.”

= trustedreviews.com

5 Year Guarantee only £585

5 year guarantee included on the vast majority of TVs for our VIP Club members, Our VIP Club is completely FREE for ALL customers and comprises a fantastic set of free privileges. Sign up in-store or onling in seconds with just an email address.
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BIGGEST BRANDS, BEST PRICES, EXPERT ADVICE! g

Unbeatable prices on Home Cinema Amplifiers

LOWEST
PRICE

DOBoLEY] - [al Internet
TRUelly, ﬂ!‘.t?.{.”" mﬁg '.‘"?w 8 Bluetooth® mﬂ REGULAR PRICE mﬁ ﬁw mﬂ RADIO
YAMAHA RXV3TT DENON AVRX2100 29 9 YAMAHA RXV6T7
HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIER HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIER ViP gLUB PRICE HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIER

“Superb surround sound on a budget.” “A beautifully made amp with plenty of “An endlessly entertaining receiver c ALL OR
— What Hi-Fi. reasons to like it." — What Hi-Fi. that's full of character.”
TSP £218 | 5 year Supercare only £17.90 i TSP £379.95 | 5 year Supercare 10% of £ - What Hi-Fi SEE WE B
Also RXVATT only £229.

purchass price

§ year Supercare 10% of purchase price

4Kamnz  ONKYO TXNR636 &
TANNOY HTS101
[al  HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIER
"= &5.1SPEAKER PACKAGE

9 Bluetooth’ “A dynamic, spacious and above all

effortless listen.” — What Hi-Fi on the HTS101
Consistently ahead of the game, the Onkyo
TXMREB36 is true to the company's ethos in
offering future tech at top-value prices.

TSP £898 | & year Supercara only £58.90

ULTRA I .
SONYSTRDNI0SO DG Lal @Bietooth
HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIER Witk

Call for individual unit prices,
"Sony raises the bar once again: this is
a seriously good mid-range amp that
balances muscle and subtlety with stacks
of features at a good price.” — What Hi-Fi

ST o 290 X 399 £599
LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED 3L\

Prices changing daily! Many are even cheaper in-store and on our website. IT HOME
We'll beat any genuine advertised price, voucher offer or system deal, online & in-store, by up to £100! TOD AY'
[ ]

All we ask Is that products are brand new, boxed, in stock at time of purchase, and carry a comparable guarantee.

Premium AV separates and systems We:can help you Suild youy
o perfect system.

% Ko

ATMOS

|.;] €3 Bluetooth’

Yomve [HA

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 752BD 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER £79 9 '95
“Its picture and sound quality are superb, making it VIP CLUB PRICE

the perfect player for cinephiles and audiophiles alike.” 6 9 9
- trustedreviews.com
5 year Supercars 10% of purchase price i .95

REGULAR PRICE

With FREE
- Apple iPad
Plus £200 off worth £320 while
any speaker pack == stocks last.
over £500

PIONEER SCLX58, BDPLX58 & ATMOS 5.0 SYSTEM
Womas ] mﬂ AV RECEIVER, SMART 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER & 5.0 ATMOS SPEAKER PACKAGE

YAMAHA RXA3040 iy Experience a breathtaking sound performance like never before for

HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIER your movies with this stunning home cinema package.

Power, quality and features all come together to 1 9 99 “This is a terrific piece of kit." - What Hi-Fi on the SCLX58.

make this the ultimate in home cinema thrills. TSP £4419.95 | 5 year Supercare only £349.95 i 95
5 year Supercare only £199.80 ! Call for individual unit prices. [ ]



richGTSOUNBS Extended Guarantee Included Special VIP-Only Discounts

For VIP Club members on the ..in our catalogue, on our website,
vast majority of TV, in-store and in our emails, p|us extra
: discount on all Clearance products.

We're Open For You, 8am — 8pm

i ; VIP Club members can book . ;
FREE for ALL customers to join and comprises demoxlshop by appointemient Sign up in seconds,

a fantastic set of free privileges such as... between these times, Mon - Fri. with just an email address.

The UK’s lowest prices on AV separates

e Homs Boon [ G i

PANASONIC DMPBDT370 SONY BDPS7200 PANASONIC DMPBDTT00
SMART 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER SMART 4K 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER SMART 4K 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER
Panasonic's latest 4K upscaling “Serves up a classy picturs “A premium Blu-ray player for a premium

Blu-ray player adds jaw-dropping and stunning sound.” home cinema system.”
realism to any movie. - What Hi-Fl. - What Hi-Fi.
5 year Suparcara only £12.80 ! TSP £189 | Syr Supercare only £17.90 ! TSP £448 | 5 year Supercare only £39.90 £

WHAT HI-FI?
el E
WHARFEDALE DX1 HCP . CANTON DM 50 & Buetoot
5.1 SPEAKER PACKAGE SOUND BASE
“A neat blend of trad design and “The Canton DM 50 is a lesson in .
stylishly compact dimensions, for the wheat a sound base iShould Soulnd 8 Blllelﬂﬂth Q ACOUSTICS M4
maoney these stylish speakers get an and look like." SOUNDBAR

awful lot right.” — What Hi-Fi — What HI-Fi “Sensibly priced and sounds fantastic.”
TSP £340.95 TSP £348 | 5 year Supercara only £29.90 - What Hi-Fi
5 year Supercare only £29.85 ! .95 Alzo avallable in silver. ! 5 year Supercane anly £39.80 i

Also available in white.

AMNARDS IO
PRICE RECOMMENDED ——
CHARANTEED . e |
€3 Bluetooth’
Q ACOUSTICS Q70001

5.1 SPEAKER PACKAGE YAMAHA SRT1000 | X YAMAHA YSP2500
“The Q7000i is a stunning SOUND BASE @Bluetooth’  SOUNDBAR

package at this price.” CALL OR “Impressive is the word here” “This is an amazingly talented soundbar CALL OR
— What Hi-Fi — Home Cinema Choice magazine. delivering captivating sound.”
5 year Supercare anly 10% of purhase price TSP £399.95 2 9 9 = What Hi-Fi. sE E WE B
Also available in white. sE E WEB 5 year Supercare only £29.90 ! 5 year Supercase only 10% of purchase price

3 GREAT WAYS TO BUY

L]
In-store By Phone Online
Enjoy specialist advice, demo Call us on 0333 900 0093. Lines are open Browse our extensive selection
rooms, install services and 9am-6pm Mon-Fri, 10-5 Sat & 12-4 Sun for the at www.richersounds.com with
take your bargains home today! UK's sharpest prices and next day delivery. the best prices online - guaranteed!

Vi Il 0333 900 0095
Lonson | Demonstration rooms and on-site installers in every one of our 53 Stores! oo swe detie. :

Cardiff

NEW London ngslon Milton Keynes Prestwich Stockport
LOCATION - ! 1 800 0042
Londﬂﬂ Bri quE London Southgate Newcastle

- (5 200 003:

1343 800 0054 239 a0

Cheltenham Tunbndge Weus

L ndnn B miev Smss Gonage

L] 0 045 0333 80
London West End Noftingham Romford
Leicester Ma chesler Sheffield
1333 900 0043 0 0086 0 0052 0333 9 34
Maidstone P!ymouth Solihull Cus‘nmar S&NIDB

Luchﬂeld
3 900 D06:

Muddl sbrou h

o

03 3333000 0005

Southampton

0 0036

Lwerpooi

0333 900 L

e T P P e Y

Simpl t& thi h
£50 OFF |£100 OFF Iégfiéfett%“dairﬁfiﬁ ingorers

Expires 04.07. 2IJ1~: Thi Jcher is non trar

WHEN YOUSPENDOVER£100  ANY HI-FI SPEAKERS (PAIR)  ANY HOME CINEMA OR HI-FI E[rr Gk

e, fi r |
OVER £200 INSTALLATION OVER £1500 aker offer applies to passive speakers only.

udes Sonos & Monitor Audio

Toe
e T T T T T P Y

Some of these offers are exclusive to What Hi-Fi readers. Piease quote this ad when calling.

@
www.richersounps.com
i Al ARG o .. .. . .

BERS ARE MTPIE
w

sating 11 and 0211

RATE NUMBERS! 02

e inchuded in df bundle rates

einact you dinacty 1o te s you call and e chared & ta 2ame rale 3e v are charged e
i phones and landines,

ar b in Seconds wis




DACs

Digital-to-analogue converters take a digital data stream from their source (such as a computer

E or CD transport) and turns it into an analogue signal that your amplifier can work with. These devices
have become more popular in recent years due to the emergence of computer-based audio

Product

Up to £500
Arcam airDAC
Arcam irDAC
Arcam irDACWireless
Arcam miniBlink
Arcam rPAC
Audioengine D1
Audioquest DragonFly
Audioquest DragonFlyv1.2
Belkin Song Stream BT HD
Camb. Audio DacMagic 100
Camb. Audio DacMagic Plus
Camb. Audio DacMagicXS
Crystal Acoustics BluDAC
Denon DA-300USB
Furutech ADLGT 40
Focal Universal Wireless Receiv.
HRT microStreamer
LH Labs Geek Out
Meridian Director
Meridian Explorer DAC
Micromega MyDAC
Musical Fidelity V-90 DAC
NAD D 1050
Pro-Ject DACBox DS

£500-£1000
Audiolab M-DAC
Cambridge Audio Azur 851D
Chord Chordette QuteHD
Chord Electronics Qute Ex
Rega DAC
Musical Fidelity M1 SDAC
Parasound Zdac
Pathos Converto
Pioneer U-05
RotelRDD-1580
Sony PHA-3AC
Sony UDA-1

£1000 and above
Aesthetix Romulus
Antelope Zodiac Gold/Voltikus
Antelope ZodiacPlatinum
Audio Research DAC8
Arcam FM) D33
Benchmark DACHGC
Bricasti Design M1 DAC
Burmester113
Chord QBD76 HDSD
Chord Hugo
Cyrus DACXP Signature
dCS Debussy
McIntosh D100

108 wwwwhathificom

400
400
380
90

150
150
215
130
50

200
350
100
60

330
400
85

180
200
450
250
260
200
400
299

600
1000
990
990
500
800
500
675
700
600
720
500

6500
3100
8595
4698
2000
1750
7000
2300
4995
1400
3000
7930
3000

Tested

06.14/GT
11.13/FT
09.12/GT
05.14/GT
04.13/ST
05.12/FT
07.13/GT
02.14/GT
05.14/GT
06.12/FT
07.13/GT
02.14/GT
05.14/GT
06.14/GT
06.11/FT
05.14/GT
07.13/GT
09.14/FT
11.13/GT
07.13/GT
04.13/ST
12.13/FT
06.14/GT
07.13/GT

06.15/GT
07.14/GT
07.13/GT
Aw.14/FT
07.13/GT
08.13/FT
11.13/GT
06.15/GT
06.15/GT
05.14/FT
06.15/GT
01.14/FT

06.14/GT
07.13/GT
06.15/FT
07.13/GT
07.13/GT
11.14/FT
03.14/FT
07.13/GT
07.13/GT
03.15/GT
11.13/FT
07.13/GT
06.13/GT

Verdict

Jokkk
ok ke k
Kok %k K
Ra2.2.2.0.¢
2222
ok kk
Kok %k K
okkk ok
ok ke k
ok ok k
Kok kK
Jokkk
Ra2.2.2.2.¢
ok ok ok
R 2.2.2.2.¢
Jokkk
kk ok k
ok ok ok
22221
Ra2.2.2.0.¢
b2 2.2
ok ke k
b2 2.2.2.¢
2220

b2 2.2.2.¢
Ra8.2.0.¢
B2 2.2 ¢
0 8. 8.2.2 .
188221
ok %k K
ok kk
ok ke k
ok kk
ok %k K
okkk
ok ke k

B2 2.2.¢
Re2.2.2.2.¢
ok kk
b2 2.2.2.¢
Jokkk
Ra2.2.2.¢
L8822,
Kok kK
odkokkk
b2 2.2.2.¢
Jkkk
b2 2.2.2.¢
Jokkk

Not as good as the irDAC but delivers good sound on a budget

Best DAC£300-£500, Awards 2014

No longer the default choice at the money, still very much a contender
Best Bluetooth receiver, Awards 2014. Accesories Product of the Year
More desirable alternatives, but the rPACstill has plenty of merit
ADACand headphone amp with afine sound

Best DACup to £300, Awards 2012

Best DACup to £300, Awards 2014. Product of the Year

Asolid performer for the price

An affordable, fine looking and listenable DAC

Better sound and features than the original - but pricey

Drops down a star but still a delightful little device

Doesn’t quite have the finesse of others but this is still a real entertainer
Soft bass detracts from what is otherwise a great first DAC from Denon
Cables &Accessories, Awards 2011

Averytalented performer that comes with a few quirks

Best DACup to £300, Awards 2013

Aclever little device that’s a solid performer

Packs a sonic punch but lacks the swagger found in others

The Explorer’s design and assured sonic performance makes it a top contender
Ifyou like your music to have an attacking edge, then this DAC’s foryou
Awell-featured DACthat’s a little too relaxed in its sound

Forthose looking fora desktop DAC, the NAD D 1050 is a brilliant box of tricks

Asolid performerbut doesn’t excelinanyarea

Best DAC £500-£700, Awards 2014

Afine DAG, even ifit can’t scale the heights of the class leaders

Best DAC£700-£1000, Awards 2013

Best DAC£700-£1000, Awards 2014

Beefy build; natural, unforced, dynamicand detailed sound
Animpressive spec list but performance is trumped by cheaper rivals

The Zdac produces alively, likable sound

Offers an engaging performance. Could do with a little more drive

The kind of DACthat gets your toes tapping

Plenty to be impressed with, but the poor quality of its USB input holds it back
Afine performerwith plenty of strengths but more than a few weaknesses

Not the most musically exciting DAC, but an excellent choice for desktop users

Afine performerthat draws in the listener with a smooth and elegant sound
Unique and appealing, it just misses out on a fifth star

Excellent features and a rhythmic sound make for a likeable effort
Pricey, but as organic-sounding asyou can get

Awell-equipped DAC, but not the best in class

Ahugely capable DACbut there are cheaper contenders out there

An understated but deeply talented performer. Thoroughly impressive
Smalland unassuming but packs a seriously exciting sound
Atop-class, visually appealing DACthat delivers brilliant sound

Best DAC£1000+, Awards 2014

With the Signature upgrade, the DACXP remains a fine product

Worth every penny of its asking price

Asolid and entertainer performer. Well featured, too

USBin

Opticalin

Co-axialin

AESEBUin
HDMIin

o

o

Wireless

Headphone out

RCAout

1

0

Balanced XLR out

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

0 4x19x12

-

-

-

~

-

N

-

~

-

0

4x12x19
4x16x11
2.5x3x4
3x10x6
3x9x10
6x2x1
6x2x1
nfa
5x11x13
5x22x19
5x3x1
6.5x7.5x2
6x17x18
6x15x11
nfa
1x3x6
1.3x3.5x6.7
3x14x8
2x3x10
2x3x10
5x17x10
19x6x21

7x10x14

6x25x25
12x43x36
7x16x4
7x16x4
8x22x27
10x22x31
5x22x26
6x20x23
10x30x27
5.5x43x32
7x8x14

3x18x14

11x46x45
11x17x19
11x17x19
13x48x25
11x43x37
5x20x21
6x43x30
6x20x17
6x34x15
2x13x10
8x22x37
7x45x39

10x45x41

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com



A O
Product £ Tested Verdict ‘2 § § Q % % £ é ﬁ Eé n
£1000 and above (7))
Musical Fidelity M6 DAC 2000 07.13/GT % kk*k Amighty performer but ts price and competition rob it of a fifth star 11100 0 1 1 13x44x39 —
NAD M51 1500 07.13/GT 2.2.2.2.0 ¢ Best DAC£1200+, Awards 2012 11112 0 1 0 B8x44x30 4
Naim DAC 2150 07.13/GT ko k ok Flexible, fine sounding and future-proof. The Naim is some DAC 23300 0 1 0 7x43x30 :
Naim DACV1 1250 07.14/GT 2.8.2.8.8. Best DAC£1000+, Awards 2013 12300 11 1 91x32 5
Oppo HA-1 1200 03.15/GT %k Kok Worth an audition but needs to deliver more energy to compete with the best 21110 ® 1 1 1 82533 P o
TAD DA1000 11995 05.15/FT 2. 2.2.0.0 ¢ An exceptional DAC 11 410 11 1 9x7e7 m
T+ADAC8 1250 09.13/FT ek k ok Beautifully engineered with a great sound to boot 11 410 11 1 9eme7 E
(0]
0
EwE Turntables
0 Turntable The main part of the player that actually spins the record
Tonearm The component that carries the cartridge across the record surface
Cartridge Turns the information in the record groove into sound
& g
o ss g EZLEE 28
' Rewsf 582282 EE

Product £ Tested Verdict m s NE=ar’kSS5SE B8E

Upto £1000
Audio Technica AT-LP1240USB 500 10.14/GT e kok ok Acompetentturntable than could do with more subtlety sound-wise e 0o 000 00 ® 1 16x45:35
Pro-Ject Elemental 150 04.14/FT 2. 8.8.8.8.¢ Atop-class budget deck from Pro-Ject o0 ° o o 3 9x43x30
Pro-Ject Essential Il 210 Aw.13/FT 2. 2.2.8.8.¢ Best turntable up to £400, Awards 2014 o o ° ° 3 14x46x36
Pro-Ject 1 Xpression Carbon UKX 575 01.15/FT 282,809 Aterrific package for the price and worth serious consideration o0 ° oo 1 13x42x34
Pro-Ject 2 Xperience 2-Pack 900 12.14/GT 2 2.8.2.1 An eye-catching turntable with a robust sound. Avery fine effort L) ° o0 1 13x46x36
Pro-Ject 2-Xperience Basic+ 600 Aw.11/FT 0.2.8.8 % ¢ Fuss-free package with a strikingly clear sound o0 ° o o 1 14x46x36
Pro-Ject Debut Carbon 300 10.14/GT 0 2.2.8.8.¢ It’s been a fewyears but the Carbon is still a tempting proposition LI I ) ° o0 7 12x42032
RegaRP1 225 Aw.10/FT 2. 8.8.0.8 ¢ Best turntable up to £400, Awards 2011 o o ° o o 3 12x45x36
Rega RP1 Performance Pack 300 10.14/GT 2 2.8.8.0.9 Ablindingly good turntable for the price LI ° o0 4 12x45x36
Rega RP3/Elys2 550 10.14/GT 2. 8.8.8.8.¢ Best turntable £400-£800, Awards 2014. Product of the Year o0 ° o e 3 10x45x36

£1000 and above
Clearaudio Concept 1000 12.14/FT 2. 2.2.0.0.¢ Best turntable £800+, Awards 2014 o o e o o0 o 1 14x42x35
Clearaudio Ovation/Tali. V2 Gold 5995 04.14/FT 1. 2.0.8. 8¢ Beautifully made and a pleasure to use. Afantastic performer o0 ° 4 14x42x35
Clearaudio Performance SE 2660 08.12/FT 2. 8.8.8.9.4 Quality engineering and top-class sound o0 ° ° 2 13x4233
Kronos Turntable 30000 07.14/FT ok k Kk Not perfect, butan incredibly tempting piece of kit nonetheless o0 ° 1 28x56x36
Kuzma Stabi S/Stogi S 2940 04.10/FT %k ok ok Aworthy alternative to the Michell Orbe L) ° ° 1 14x40x30
Linn Majik LP12 2350 03.09/FT 1 .2.2.8. 8¢ The LP12 offers great value for money with no compromise L) ° ° 5 14x45x36
Pro-Ject 2 Xperience X-Pack 1000 08.10/GT  “kk*k Precision and integration to keep it among the top players o0 o0 ° 1 14x46x39
P’Ject Xten./Ortof. RS-309D 4000 07.09/FT 2.8 2.8.¢ Proves Pro-ject can compete at all price levels o0 00 0 ° 4 25x55x45
Rega RP8/Apheta 2200 12.14/FT %k k ok Aspectacularturntable from Rega o0 o o ° 1 12445x36
Rega RP6/Exact 1000 12.14/GT %k Fkok ok Deceptively simple looking, this Rega is one of the very best at this price o0 LI ) ° 8 12x45x36
Roksan Radius 5.2 1375 Aw.09/FT 0 2.2.8.8.¢ Best turntable £1200+, Awards 2010. Superb performance °o o ° ° 8 15x45x37
ThorensTD309 1250 06.10/FT b 8. 2.8.¢ TheTD309isagood deck, butit’snoTD160HD on the cheap o o o o o o0 2 13x47x43

SUPPORTING BRITISH

@’ |nspire Hi-Fi MANUFACTURING

Presenting high class, award winning UK
built, Belt drive, Direct drive & Idler drive

turntables and turmame upgrade.a

Contact us for aII your turntable and hi-fi requirements 01 246 268887

Unit 1 /W 3 nbank Rd / Broombank Industrial Est. / Chesterfi

www.inspirehifi.co.uk

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com wwwwhathificom 109



Product

Upto£100
Aves Air
Pure Digital Move 2500
Pure Digital Move 400D
Pure Evoke D2

Q2 Internet radio

7]
9
S

)
4

v

o
k-

©

i

o

v
E
L
T

Roberts Duologic

£100 and above
Geneva World Radio DAB+
Philips Original Radio Mini
Pure Evoke D4 with Bluetooth
Pure Digital Evoke Flow
Pure Evoke F4
Pure Digital One Flow
Pure Pop Maxi
Revo AXiS XS
Revo AXiS X3
Revo Pixis
Revo SuperConnect
Roberts Revival iStream 2
Roberts Stream 93i
Ruark Audio R1 Mk3
Tivoli Albergo+
Tivoli Model 10+
View Quest Christie
View Quest Retro 1

Theshortlist

DAB Digital radio signal that now offers coverage across most of the UK
Internet Allows you to listen to thousands of radio stations from around the world

gz gg
f Tested Verdict EzEEE EE
50 09.13/GT 2. 2.0.0.¢ Aneat, lightweight radio that’s fine for listening on the go o0 ® 10x6x2
90 11.11/FT ok kok Agreat performerin the right circumstances o0 ®  10x6x1.5
90 11.12/GT b 8.2.8.¢ Perfect for on-the-go casual listening, but not as your main home radio o0 ® 85527
85 09.13/GT %k kk ok Best Radio up to £100, Awards 2014 o0 ® 150Q1x7
90 03.11/FT 2. 2.2.0.0 ¢ No-frills wi-fi radio that sounds great for its size o0 ® ©® 10x10x10
75 01.10/GT ok Kok Userfriendly and sleek — with great sound o e ® 15053
270 09.13/GT 2. 2.2.2.0 ¢ Best Radio £200+, Awards 2013 o0 ® 17307
110 09.13/GT 1. 8.2.8.8 ¢ Terrific sound and features makes this radio an appealing buy o0 25x12x12
150 08.14/FT ok k ok Adecentradio that doesn’t sound as good as some of its stablemates o 0 ® 182212
150 05.10/GT ek kk ok Internet and DAB-capable radio that’s a delight to use and listen to ) ® 18x1x11
180 Aw.13/FT 2. 2.2.0.0 ¢ Best Radio £100-£200, Awards 2013 o0 ® 18x21x11
100 11.12/GT 1.2, 8.2.8.¢ Best Internet Radio up to £150, Awards 2012 o0 15x21x8
100 06.15/FT ok ok Adecent proposition with plenty of features. The small-scale sound is an issue, though o0 ® 17x19x10
200 11.12/GT ek kk ok Best Internet Radio £150+, Awards 2012 ) 12.5x22x15
200 01.14/FT 2. 2.2.0.0.¢ Great radio and a nice little streamer L) ° 12.5x22x15
100 09.13/GT %k Kk Adecent rather than ground-breaking effort from Revo. Worth an audition o o0 13x16x16
250 09.14/FT 2. 2.2.8.0 ¢ Best Radio £200+, Awards 2014 L) ° 18x27x12
200 12.14/GT 2. 8.8.8. 0 ¢ Aretro radio with great looks and sound o 0 ® o 16:6x13
150 11.14/FT 2. 2.2.2.0 ¢ Best Radio £100-£200, Awards 2014. Product of the Year o0 ° 21x24x13
200 04.15/FT 2.8, 8. .89 Ruark doesn’trest on its laurels, as this improved version of the Mkl shows o 0 ® @ 17x13x135
200 02.14/FT Fkk ok On the expensive side, but a neat unit nonetheless o 0 ® 11x19x11
160 09.13/GT  >kk*k*k Agood table-top offering at an affordable price o0 20x12x12
100 05.15/FT ok ok ok Acapable, great-looking radio that’s nevertheless not as adept as some rivals o0 ® 14223
100 12.11/GT 1.8, 8.2.8.¢ Aneat, talented portable radio that deserves an audition o0 ®  16x289

Hi-fispeakers

Standmounters ‘Usually smaller speakers that need to be put on a stand, not bookshelves
Floorstanders Larger speakers that tend to go louder and deeper than standmounters
Powered Have built-in amplifiers and need mains power to work

30

AWARD WINNER
Wharfedale Diamond 220 B&W 68552 ATCSCMT
Awards 2014: Best Stereo Speaker up to £200 Awards 2014: Best Standmounter £400-£800 Awards 2014: Best Standmounterup tp £1200+
Also consider £ 3 2
3 2 5~
Efgs %
) 822 g¢
Product f Tested Verdict A & = 5&
Upto £200
Acoustic Energy Compact 1 150 10.11/FT %k ok Stylish looks meet grown-up performance ° 2 22x15x20
Audioengine P4 183 02.10/FT %k k Smallin size, huge in sound: a must-audition pair 3 23x14x17
Cambridge Audio Aero 2 150 03.15/ST ok k Good scale and authority make fora competitive pair of speakers ° 2 37031

110 wwwwhathifi.com
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T3 2 T

Product £ Tested Verdict § g &g £E2 :-
Upto £200 (7,)

Cambridge Audio SX-50 130 04.14/ST 2. 8. 2.8.¢ Fullof zip and gusto, the SX-50s are excellent value for money ° 2 23x16x24 u

Mission MX1 150 06.11/GT  *kkk*k Best stereo speakers up to £150, Awards 2010. Areal return to form from Mission ° 4 28K17x26 m

Monitor Audio MR2 160 03.15/ST 2. 2.8.8.¢ Avery good attempt at a budget hi-fi speaker ° 2 35x19x25 m

Polk Audio TSx110B 100 03.15/FT 2. 2.8.8.4 They’re not perfect but these budget speakers are a pleasant surprise ° 2 28x18x23 x

QAcoustics 2010i 120 07.12/GT ek k ok Setthe standard at this price and size level ° 4 23x20x15 2

QAcoustics 2020i 150 03.15/ST 2.2.8.8.2.9 Best stereo speakers up to £200, Awards 2013 . 4 26x17x28 (7))

QAcoustics 3020 190 05.15/ST 2. 2.0.8.0.9 Fora budget speaker this is beyond expectations. These are fabulous value ° 5 26x17x23

Roth Oli RA1 100 12.14/FT 2. 2.0.8.0.9 If spaceis ata premium and your budget is low, then these are an excellent fit ° 2 23x15x15

SoundScience QSB 85 04.11/FT %k %k ok Compact, clever and with a big detailed sound ° 1 85x85x85
£200-£500

Acoustic Energy Neo One V2 210 08.11/GT 2 .2.8.8.¢ Real ability in most areas but they don’t quite gel ° 2 36x18x23

Acoustic Energy 301 425 06.13/GT  dhkkk*k Very good speakers for the money, definitely worthy of consideration ° 2 30x19x25

Audioengine A5+ 290 07.12/GT ok %ok ok Bigger, better and more flexible than the originals ° 3 27x18x20

Audio ProAddon T8 250 06.14/ST 2. 2.0.0.¢ Punchyand energetic, these beautifully built speakers aren’t perfect but they are enjoyable ° ® 2 16x10x14

Bose Companion 20 200 05.13/GT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Solid, reliable speakers for buyers on a tight budget ® 1 22x9x12

Bose Computer MusicMonitor 250 09.13/GT 2. 8. 8.8 ¢ Enjoyable sound for a speaker this small ° 2 1212

B&W 685 400 06.13/GT %k k Great Award-winning speakers from B&W. Just edged out by newer rivals ° 4 34x20x33

B&W MM-1 399 07.12/GT ko k Still good, but there’s better available ® 1 17x10x10

Cambridge Audio Aeromax 2 450 12.14/FT ok k k Afine pair of stand-mounters, however a little honing wouldn’t go amiss ° 2 37x20:3

Cambridge Audio Aero 6 400 06.15/GT 2. 8. 8.8.8.9 Superb floorstanders; you’ll struggle to find better at this price point ° 2 98x24x34

Cambridge Audio SX-60 200 09.13/FT ok kok Impressive speakers but they could do with more refinement ° 2 34x20x27

Dali Lektor 2 299 03.10/GT  Hkk*k Seriously entertaining speakers and simply stunning at this money ° 2 31822

DaliZensor 1 200 03.15/ST ok ok ok These Dali’s are still entertaining all-rounders, but they’ve finally been outclassed ° 2 27x16x22

DaliZensor 3 300 10.14/GT 2. 8. 8.8.8.4 Ifit’s entertainmentyou crave, then these standmounters deliverin spades ° 3 35x21x29

Epos K1 400 04.15/ST 2. 8.2.8.¢ For £400 the K1s putin a decent performance. Rivals have the edge in terms of excitement, though e 2 31x19x25

Focal Chorus 706V 390 03.11/FT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Thoroughly enjoyable but they may not cut it with dance music ° 3 39x22x29

Focal XS Book 300 07.12/GT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 A potent-sounding speaker that brings hi-fi listening to your desktop ® 1 2811x20

Focal XS Book Wireless 300 10.13/FT ok k ok Stacks of detail but not quite the measure of their rivals ® 1 281x20

JBLArena 170 400 06.15/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ These |BLs are talented, lively speakers ° 2 96x22x28

KEF Q300 450 06.13/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Not quite at the top anymore, but still fine, engaging standmounters ° 3 36x21x30

Monitor Audio Bronze BX 1 200 05.11/FT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Stylish asyou like, but not the complete article ° 4 26x17x18

Monitor Audio Bronze BX2 250 07.12/ST 1.2, 8.2.8.¢ Best stereo speakers £200-£350, Awards 2012 ° 4 35x19x26

Monitor Audio Silver RX1 425 06.13/GT  Hkk*k Well-made and refined speakers, just lacking the flexibility of its rivals ° 6 31x19x24

Mission MX2 200 08.11/GT ok kok Dynamic enough but maybe too exciting ° 4 34021x31

Mission MX3 350 11.11/GT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Peppy and communicative floorstanders ° 4 B2XI7X34

Pioneer S-CN301-LR 200 04.14/ST 2. 2.8.8.¢ Polished, insightful and appealing ° 1 23x14x22

QAcoustics 3050 500 06.15/GT %k %ok ok Staggeringly good. They would give £1000 speakers a run for their money ° 5 100x20x30

QAcoustics 2050i 460 07.13/GT 2. 8.8.8. 08 ¢ Best floorstander up to £600, Awards 2014 ° 4 100x32x27

QAcoustics Concept 20 350 10.13/GT ok k ok k Best stereo speakers £200-£400, Awards 2014 ° 2 26x17x28

QAcoustics Q-BT3 350 06.14/ST 2. 8.8.8.8.9 There are few products as versatile and as easy to like as the Q-BT3s at this price ° 4 31x19x24

Quad 11LClassic 330 Aw.10/FT ok k ok Impressive standmounters but lack a touch of sparkle ° 4 31X19x24

Ruark Audio MR1 300 06.14/ST 2. 8.8.8. 08 ¢ Best desktop speakers, Awards 2014 ° 3 17x13x14

Spendor D7
Simply the Best

CLASS A RECOMMENDED

“Among the finest speakers |'ve heard at any price” COMPONENT 2014

Sarmn Teillsy, Steraophte Nav 20714 m]._m
; : |_AWARDS 2014 |

“However it's been achieved, we can't help but marvel at __

the sound from the D7's. Spendor D7's set the standard B————.

for speakers at this prica”

What Hi-Fi Oet 2013
SPENDOR

Let the technology work - Hear the music
www.spendoraudio.com

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com wwwwhathificom 111



Hi-fi speakers

SPEAKERS continued

Product

£200-£500
Tannoy Mercury V1i
Tannoy Mercury V4
Tannoy Mercury V4i
Tannoy Revolution DC4
Tannoy Revolution DC6
Wharfedale Diamond 121
Wharfedale Diamond 220
Wharfedale Diamond 230

£500-£1500
Acoustic Energy AE1 Classic
Audio Pro LV2e
Audiovector Ki3 Standard
ATCSCM11(2013)
AVIADM9.1
B&W 683S2
B&W 684 S2
B&W 68552
Cabasse MT32 Antigua
Cambridge Audio Aeromax 6
Dalilkon 1 MK2
Dali lkon 6 MK2
Dali Mentor Menuet
Dali Zensor 5
DaliZensor 7
Dynaudio DM 2/6
Dynaudio DM3/7
Dynaudio Excite X14
Dynaudio Xeo 3
Eclipse TD508 Mk3
ElacBS243
ElacBS 142
ElacFS 147
Elipson Planet L

Eclipse Planet LW Bridge System

Epos K2

Epoz AktiMate Blue

Guru Junior

Focal Aria 905

Focal Aria 906

JBLStudio 530

KEF LS50

KEFR100

KEFX300A

Martin Logan Motion 15
Mission SX2

Monitor Audio Bronze BX5
Monitor Audio Gold GX50
Monitor Audio Silver 1
Monitor Audio Silver 6
Monitor Audio Silver RX6
Monitor Audio SoundFrame 1
Mission MX-5

Mission SX1

Neat lota

Neat Motive 2

Neat Motive SX2
PMCTwenty 21

PSB Imagine Mini
PSBImagine X1T
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150
380
400
380
400
230
200
500

1000
700
1200
1200
1125
1150
800
500
500
900
530
1200
900
549
729
535
1300
945
1365
960
1050
600
1100
600
1400
1000
600
800
600
760
650
800
600
600
795
700
500
950
500
1000
800
900
600
700
695
945
1395
1485
600
750

Tested

04.14/ST
07.12/GT
01.14/FT
06.13/GT
10.12/GT
10.13/GT
03.15/ST
06.15/GT

07.11/GT
09.12/FT
03.12/FT
Aw.13/FT
07.12/GT
10.14/GT
05.15/ST
04.15/ST
04.15/ST
10.14/FT
05.14/GT
09.10/FT
07.12/ST
11.11/GT
06.12/FT
02.10/FT
01.11/FT
12.13/ST
07.12/ST
10.13/GT
07.11/GT
05.14/GT
07.14/AT
02.12/FT
01.15/FT
05.15/ST
09.14/FT
12.13/ST
04.15/ST
12.13/ST
07.12/GT
12.13/ST
05.14/GT
09.13/FT
12.13/ST
04.13/GT
07.13/GT
12.13/ST
05.14/FT
12.13/FT
12.09/GT
02.12/GT
07.12/GT
12.12/FT
10.13/GT
07.12/GT
07.14/ST
10.13/GT
05.14/GT
05.15/ST

Verdict

22 221
b2 2.2.2.¢
ok kk
22221
L8822
b2 2.2.2.¢
BR800
ok ke k

Jokkk
2222
ok kk
b2 2.2.2.¢
okkk ok
kkk ok
ok ok k
b2 2.2.2.¢
Jokkk
okkk
ok ke k
b2 2.2
Ra2.2.2.0.¢
ok ke k
ok ok ok
b2 2.2.2.¢
Ra2.2.2.¢
b2 2.2
ok ke ke
b2 2.2.2.¢
2220
ok kk
ok ke k
22 221
Kok %k K
ok kk
0 8. 8.2.2 .
188221
ok %k K
kkkk
1 8. 8.2.2 .1
L8822
ok %k K
okkk
ok ke k
ok ok ke k
Kok kK
Jokkk
22 2.2
ok kk
b2 2.2.2.¢
Jokkk
B2 .2.2.2.¢
22 2.1
kk ok k
odkokkk
b2 2.2.2.¢
L8822
Kk %k K
Jokkk

Astylish, self-assured pair of speakers that are well worth auditioning

Best floorstander £350-£700, Awards 2011

An exciting and punchy listen, but it comes with compromises

Well worth considering if your listening room isn’t too big

Best standmounter £350-£700, Awards 2012

Fabulous sound. Forinsight and entertainment, the 121s needn’t fear any rival
Best stereo speakers up to £200, Awards 2014

Loses a star but still offers plenty of value

Aclassic yes, but not the best around

Wireless desktop speakers with a hi-fi flourish

Packed with resolution and speed

Best standmounter up to £1200, Awards 2014

Asimple way to make the most of your music

Best floorstander £600-£1200, Awards 2014

Afloorstander that’s capable in many areas but, as a whole, is less than the sum of its parts
Best standmounter £400-£800, Awards 2014. Product of the Year
Wonderfully easy on the ears, the MT32s are a smooth listen

Lots of potential with these speakers, however they struggle in a few areas

Huge sound and good timing, these Dalis are heartily recommended

Cleaner, clearer and more insightful than its forerunner

These Menuets are something of a gem

Compactand affordable floorstanders

Not flawless, but musical and enjoyable performers

Best stereo speakers £300-£600, Awards 2010. Just the right amount of sparkle at the top end
Plenty of positives in this mid-range floorstander

Acrispand clean sound is shortchanged by a lack of versatility

Versatile wireless speakers

Not an all-rounder, but still a rather special speaker

These standmounters crave excitement

An organicsounding and entertaining pair of speakers that are fun to listen to

Afun set of speakers ifyou’re after entertainment over analysis

Charmingin many ways, with good transparency

Acommendable effort; decent sound and stylish looks to go with it

Small floorstanders with a big sound. We like the minimalist look, too

Position them well and you’ll be rewarded with a lovely, engaging sound

Arather mundane appearance is excused by some very expressive sound

Ahugely accomplished pair of standmounters, although the finish could be better

For scale, power and refinement, you won’t find many better

0dd looking - but fun sounding and refined

Best standmounter £400-£800, Awards 2013

Still great but now surpassed by newer rivals

Asmooth, relaxed sound that lacks punch and dynamics

Needs a bit more authority but let loose in a smaller room they can really sing
Dependable and capable, the SX2s product an authoritative sound at a fine price
Fine, refined speakers but outclassed by stronger newcomers

Still good and still great looking, but loses out to rivals in terms of musical engagement
Abit fussywhen it comes to positioning, the Silver 1s still ooze quality

The Silver 6s reveal plenty of detail, but there are better all-rounders out there
Asensational product from Monitor Audio - detailed, dynamic and very attractive, too
Animpressive alternative to conventional speakers

Physicallyand sonically impressive

Almost mission accomplished. Hugely capable but not as entertaining as the class leaders
Attractive but with a hefty sound too

Cohesive, authoritative and downright exciting

Great little speakers with only a few small imperfections

Ifyou’re looking for a top-class pair of standmounters, these are well worth a listen
Tiny speakers with a surprising amount of heft. Good fora smaller room

Bigon fun and energy, these could do with more subtlety and refinement. Highly commended, though @

Standmount

Floorstander

Powered

Finishes

Dimensions
(hwd,cm)

30x17x26
97x20x28
100x20x28
27x15x16
36.5x20x25
32x17x23
50x32x41

94x20x33

30x18x26
98x14x24
98x14x24
38x21x25
30x20x26
99x19x36
92x16x23
35x19x32
41x22x30
98x24x34
33x15x26
100x19x36
25x15x23
84x16x27
98x21x31
29x17x24
96x20x27
29x17x26
28x17x26
29x18x27
29x17x22
26x16x26
95x22x30
40x42x43
29 diameter
86x19x25
32x21x31
28x18x24
31x19x25
33x21x25
47x21x22
30x20x28
28x18x29
28x18x24
29x13x24
38x23x37
85x17x25
30x17x26
31x19x26
89x19x24
91x28x31
54x39x9
100x25x39
31x19x29
13x20x17
77x16x20
77x16x20
33x15x28
23x14x21

23x14x21
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HEOS is a wireless music system that allows you to control all your
music effortlessly from anywhere in your home. All you need is one

speaker or a HEOS link and the app is free! ONLY £488.90

ALL ITEMS IN STOCK FOR FREE NEXT DAY DELIVERY/INSTALLATION/COLLECTION
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Hi-fi speakers

Product

£500-£1500
Opera Mezza
QAcoustics Concept 40
Quad 9AS
Quad 12L Classic
RegaRS3
Tannoy Precision 6.1
Tannoy Revolution DC6 SE
Tannoy Revolution DC6T
Tannoy Revolution DC6TSE
Tannoy Rev. Sig. DC4
Tannoy Revolution XT 6
Tannoy Revolution XT6F
Triangle Antal 902
Triangle Color 123
Triangle Esprit Titus EZ
Wharfedale Denton
Wharfedale Diamond 155

£1500 and above
Acoustic Energy Reference 1
Analysis Audio Omega
ATC SCM19
ATCSCM 100A
ATCSCM40A
B&O0 Beolab5
B&W 800 Diamond
B&W 805 Diamond
B&WCM6S2
B&W PM1
BurmesterB10
Dali Epicon 2
Dali Epicon 8
Dali Fazon F5
Dali Rubicon 2
Dali Rubicon 5
Dynaudio Focus 160
Dynaudio Xeo 4
Diapason Astera
Eclipse TD 510Z Mk2
Eclipse TD 712z Mk2
Focal Diablo Utopia
Focal SM9
Focal Easya
GamuT M’inenT M3
Image Audio IA8
Linn Akubarik
Monitor Audio Gold GX200
Mon. Audio Platinum PL300
Naim Ovator S-400
Neat Ultimatum XLS
PMCFact 3
PMCFact8
PMCTwenty 22
PMCTwenty 23
PMCTwenty 26
PMCWafer 2
ProAcResponse D18
ProAcResponse D30R
ProAcResponse D40/R
ProAcStudio 140 Mk2
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850
1000
600
500
780
900
700
799
1000
600
600
1000
900
600
600
500
500

1500
14500
2000
11615
6280
11000
18000
3750
1500
1995
3220
3750
11500
2700
1600
2400
1800
1775
6050
3840
6500
7686
4580
1800
5140
2000
15600
2300
6000
3650
4500
4100
4700
1970
2300
5750
2295
2145
4750
6125
1650

Tested

04.13/GT
05.15/ST
07.14/FT
11.11/FT
07.12/GT
04.13/GT
12.13/FT
07.12/GT
07.14/ST
07.12/GT
04.15/ST
05.15/ST
05.15/ST
08.12/FT
04.15/ST
Aw.12/FT
07.13/GT

07.12/GT
08.11/FT
06.15/FT
04.11/FT
04.14/FT
10.08/FT
10.13/GT
01.11/FT
11.14/GT
03.12/GT
10.13/GT
01.13/FT
08.13/FT
12.11/FT
11.14/GT
03.15/FT
03.12/GT
11.14/FT
02.11/FT
08.12/FT
10.13/GT
12.12/FT
10.13/6T
11.13/FT
03.14/FT
02.12/GT
01.14/FT
03.12/FT
03.08/FT
10.13/GT
09.12/FT
08.11/FT
04.10/FT
11.14/GT
02.14/GT
11.14/FT
02.12/GT
10.13/GT
09.14/FT
10.13/GT
12.10/FT

Verdict

22 221
b2 2.2.2.¢
ok kk
22221
L8822
Kok %k K
BR800
kkk ok
Jok ok k
b2 2.2, ¢
Ra2.2.2.0.¢
2222
ok kk
b2 2.2.2.¢
okkk ok
ok ke k
ok ok k

kkkk
ok ok ok

R 2.2.2.2.¢
Ra2.2.2.0.¢
kk ok k
ok ok ok

b2 2.2.2.¢
Ra2.2.2.¢

b2 2.2

ok ke ke
b2 2.2.2.¢
Ra2.2.2.0.¢
ok kk

ok ko k
b2 2.2.2.¢
Kok %k K

B2 2.2 ¢
0 8. 8.2.2 .
ok kk

b 2.2.2.2.¢
kkkk
1 8. 8.2.2 .1
L8822
ok %k K

okkkk
ok ke k

ok k ok

Kok kK

Ra2.2.2.0.¢
Re2.2.2.2.¢
L8820 ¢
Kok %k K

BR800
B2 .2.2.2.¢
L8822,
kk ok k
odkokkk
b2 2.2.2.¢
L8822
b2 2.2.2.¢
Ra2.2.2.0.¢

Suave-looking and good-sounding, but these don’t possess the sonicassertiveness of some
Atalented and easy-going pair of speakers. They deserve serious consideration

Adecent pair of speakers but they need more punch and verve

There’s plenty to admire here

Floorstanders that are effortless with dynamics

Rhythmic, detailed speakers but a lack of solidity leaves them sounding unbalanced
Responsive with a good sense of cohesion. Could do with a little more spark

Best floorstander £700-£1500, Awards 2011

Best floorstander £800-£1500, Awards 2013

DC4s are still appealing across the board

Tannoy’s new range is an exciting step forward, although a little more detail wouldn’t go amiss
These Tannoys offer a stunning, potentially class-leading performance

The power comes through but at the cost of subtlety. Still, there aren’t many that offer this much fun
Abrilliant desktop speaker package

Aclassy pair of articulate and expressive standmounters

Relaxed yet engaging sound has a lot of appeal

Class leaders when it comes to sound, but let down by average build quality

Terrificall-rounders for the money

These planarfloorstanders are a sonic treat

Faultless performers; we’ve not heard many better

Massively talented and proportioned

Favours an anaytical reproduction of music, these ATCs offer exceptional sound performance
Active speakers with outlandish looks that sound fabulous

Some of the best speakers money can buy

Good, but easier to admire then really love

Good speakers but they lack the freedom of expression that we’d expect

Best standmounter £1500+, Awards 2011

Well built, well refined and an engaging listen. We’re in love

Reinforces Dali’s reputation for making top-class speakers

Give them space and they’ll deliver a muscular, enthusiastic sound

Stylish deliverers of audiophile sound

Agreat pair of standmounters that deliver an expressive and enthusiastic sound
Another pair of fine speakers from Dali - fast, agile and authoritative

Justdo the job and don’tintrude on the entertainment

The Xeo 4s serve great-quality, convenient, versatile wireless sound
Spellbinding performance with the right kind of music

Superb timing, detail and imaging

They have a few compromises but their strengths can’t be matched at any price
When it comes to levels of insight, little at this price even comes close
Intended for professional use, the SM9s work brilliantly as home speakers
Convenientand easyto use, these Focals are compromised by a relaxed delivery
These are some of the best standmounters we’ve ever heard

Deeply impressive wall-mounted alternatives to convention

Deeply impressive engineering but its presentation veers towards the clinical
Pretty looks and excellent refinement

Its been a long time coming, and it is well worth the wait

The most rounded Naim speaker we’ve heard

An entertainer of the highest order if partnered with care

Hugely caxpable but a touch overcontrolled

These PMCfloorstanders are quite simply magical - even at this price

Best standmounter £1200+, Awards 2014

Best floorstander £1500+, Awards 2013

Yetanothertop-class speaker from PMC’s Twenty range

Areal achievement for those after proper hi-fi

Best floorstander £1500+, Awards 2011

Superb all-rounders

Articulate and dynamic, a top-class pair of floorstanders

An entertaning and dynamic performer

Standmount

Floorstander

Powered

Finishes

w

Dimensions
(hwd,cm)

32x20x33

97x17x29

30x15x21.5

34x21x28

80x22x25

33x22x26

37x20x24

95x26x29

100x31x28

27x17x18

40x22x30

100x27x32

110x26x31

14x14x14

31x17x27

32x20x31

94x20x31

31x19x28

168x61x6

44x27x30

107x40x56

98x37x34

97x49x49

118x45x65

42x24x35

40x20x30

33x19x30

39x22x28

39x21x37

126x35x50

92x28x32

35x20x34

89x20x34

35x20x29

28x17x25

38x26x44

98x38x39

99x35x43

43x26x43

32x49x39

90x17x24

40x23x46

59x48x10

105x35x45

90x17x30

111x41x47

106x33x35

38x22x37

54x16x30

103x15x38

41x18x37

92x15x33

109x19x44

57x35x10

93x19x27

104x22x31

120x21x34

104x19x28
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SPEAKERS continued

Product £ Tested

Quad ESL-2812 6500 10.13/GT
Quad ESL 2905 6000 01.07/FT
Roksan Darius S1 5000 12.14/FT
SP Acoustics SP1 Signature 14950 01.11/FT
SpendorA5 1695 03.11/GT
SpendorA6R 2500 02.14/GT
Spendor D7 3500 10.13/GT
Tannoy Precision 6.2 1700 10.13/GT
Tannoy Precision 6.4 2200 02.14/GT
Tannoy Definition DC8 2500 03.12/GT
Tannoy Definition DC10T 5250 10.13/GT
Totem Element Ember 3995 05.14/FT
Triangle Signature Delta 4900 07.14/FT
Wharfedale Jade-5 1650 01.12/ST
Wilson Audio Duette Il 19000 02.15/FT
Wilson Audio Sophia 3 16500 10.13/GT

Verdict

2 2.0.0.8 ¢
%k kK
2 2.8.8.¢89
2. 2.8.8.¢.9
1 8.0.8.8 ¢
%k kK
0 2.8.8.¢.9
2.2.8.8.¢.9
2. 2.8.8 ¢
%k kK
ek kK
2.2.8.2.0.9
2. 2.8.8. 8.9
%k kK
2 2.8.8. ¢4
2.2.8.8.¢.9

Won’t be to everyone’s tastes but these electrostatic speakers truly excel
Atrulyworld-class speaker

Excellent pair of performers and one of the most enjoyable stand-mounters we’ve heard
Able to challenge the very best at this exalted level

The most accomplished speakers for this money

Best floorstander £1200+, Awards 2014

Thefinest Spendors inyears

Abeautifully balanced and hugely listenable pair of standmounters

Ifbass is important toyou, then these speakers are worth an audition

Capable of seriously controlled sound

While the DC10Ts aren’t the most refined speakers out there, they’re easy to love
Ifyou’re looking for entertainment, we can’t think of a better alternative

Ifyouvalue excitement and entertainment, put these speakers at the top of your shortlist
Floorstanders that packimmense power and poise

Itneeds a capable amp and source but when Duette |l gets going it sounds breathtaking
Expensive, but they delivera stunning sound full of detail, dynamics and drive

Stereo amplifiers

Integrated

Power output

Digital inputs

MarantzPM6005

Awards 2014: Best Stereo amp up to £300

These amplifiers combine a preamp and power section in one box
A higher number usually means louder, depending on speakers

Some amplifiers now have a DAC built in, which could be useful

PRODUCT OF THEYEAR

Arcam FMJA19

ER g
Efre E
£ 8z 2 EE
»h T a i =3
° 1 107x69x38
(] 1 143x70x39
[ ] 2 38x20x38
° Any  106x35x46
° 4 79x17x25
° 5 87.5x19x28
[ ] 6 95x20x32
[ ] 3 100x31x28
° 3 105x31x35
[ ] 3 47x27x26
[ ] 3 113x34x32
[ ] 2 36x11x25
o 3 123x37x39
[ ] 3 106x25x40
[ ] 16 47x27x31
[ ] 7 105x35x48

AWARD WINNER

RegaElex-R

Awards 2014: Best Stereo amp £500-£800

Awards 2014: Best Stereo amp £800-£1500

“It’s that wonderfully lively and detailed
sound quality that makes the PM6005 such a

“The A19is quietly confident of its ability to
deliveratransparent and faithful sound —and

fantastic budget stereo amplifier.”

Alsoconsider

Product £ Tested Verdict
Upto £1000

Audiolab 8200A 750 05.13/ST ok kok
Arcam FMJA19 650 10.14/GT 2. 2.2.2.0 ¢
Cambridge Audio Azur 350A 250 01.12/ST * ok k ok
Cambridge Audio Azur 351A 300 11.12/FT ok ok ok
Cambridge Audio Azur 651A 450 03.12/FT ok kok
Cambridge AudioTopazSR10 230 06.10/FT ok Kok
Creek Audio Evolution 50A 800 01.15/GT ok k ok
Cyrus 6a 800 01.15/GT ok k ok
Denon PMA-720AE 350 02.13/GT %k kok
Marantz PM6005 300 05.14/GT ko k ok
Micromega MyAmp 480 12.14/GT  Yokkk
Monitor Audio Airstream A100 400 12.14/GT ek k ok ok
NAD C316BEE 260 01.12/ST 28,28 ¢
NAD C326BEE 300 07.10/GT %k k%
NAD C356BEE 600 10.10/FT ok k ok
NAD C356BEE DAC 695 01.12/FT %k kok
NADD 3020 400 12.14/GT 2. 2.2.8.8 ¢
NADD 7050 800 12.13/FT 2. 8. 2.8.¢
Naim Nait 5i 875 05.13/ST  Skkkkk

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com

its staggeringly open sound is wonderful to

hearatthis price.”

“You know you’ve got a good amp on your
hands when allyou can think of to fault
isthe remote.”

= v w 8 E
s = £ 55 5 @ E ]

EEEE2REESEESE S2
Capable, but lacks some subtlety 60 6 0 0 3 @ 1 ® © 2 75534
Best Stereo amp £500-£800, Awards 2014. Product of the Year 50 6 1 0 1 @ 2 ® © 1 9328
Abudgetamp with a decent grasp of timing 5 @ 6 0 0 1 2 0 @ @ 2 9334
Worth considering ifyou prefer an energeticapproach 45 ® 50 0 @ 1 2 @ @ @ 2 9334
Meaty and powerful, but not the most refined 75 ® 5 0 0 1 0 2 @ @ @ 1 124335
This affordable stereo receiver has plenty to offer 85 5.1 0 1 2 0 @ @ 1 11x43:34
An entertaining amp that holds its own against established rivals 55 50 0 0 1 ® o 2 638
Still precise and insightful but now lacks rivals’ energy 40 6 0 0 0 e 2 ® o 2 736
Entertaining and capable, but sonically stubborn 50 410 1 01 @0 @ @ 2 124331
Best stereo amp up to £500, Awards 2014 45 5.1 0 1 2 @ @ @ 2 1Ixik37
Anamp with attack and verve, although the finish could be better 30 @ 300 @® 0 1 ® © 2 7.5xlxl4
Insightful and composed, this is a worthy rival to the NAD D 3020 50 ® 1.0 0 0 @ 1 ® 2 50721
Adecent listen that’s overshadowed by rivals 40 50 0 1 1 @0 @ ® 2 8uix29
Areally musical amplifier to grace any budget system 50 700 2 @1 @ @ @ 1 10:4x29
Apartyanimal of an amplifier 80 700 2 0 2 @ @ O 1 134434
Agood amplifier with a great DAC 80 ® 8 0 0 ® 2 @ 2 © ® O 1 13434
Apunchyand lively sound that’s great fun to listen to 30 200 ® 0 1 ® 0 1 1%
Admirable, but not quite the measure of its cheaperrivals 50 ® 00 0 ® 0 @ 1 ® o 1 27
Astrongall-round performer 50 40 0 1 1 ® 1 7x4x31

sioljijdwie 03433S | s19)eads 1J-1H
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BIGGEST BRANDS, BEST PRICES, EXPERT ADVICE!

& CAMBRIDGE

® CAMBRIDGE

L —.
® CAMBRIDGE

EXCLUSIVE]
NEW FOR 2015

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CXC

CD TRANSPORT

Designed specifically for the new CX Series,

the Cambridge CXC delivers stunning CD playback and
works in perfect harmony with the CXAB0 and CXAB0
integrated amplifiers. With pure digital outputs, this CD
transport doesn't compromise on design, ensuring an
amazing accuracy of sound.

5 year Supercare only £29.95
Also available in black.

EXCLUSIVE!
NEW FOR 2015

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CXA60
AMPLIFIER

Created from the ground up, this elegant amplifier offers
a combination of digital and analogue connectivity to
feed an impressive 60W per channel of power output.
When design meets performance, the CXAB0 certainly
shows its rivals how it should be done.

5 year Supercare only £49.95

Also available in black.
499 o5

g
ca'f-s Retailer wad

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CXN
NETWORK MUSIC PLAYER

Taking core elements from the multi-award winning
StreamMagic range, the CXN upscaling network music
player is able to play virtually any digital file, from basic
compressed MP3 formats to high resolution tracks,

all with incredible musicality.

5 year Supercare only £69.95
Also available in black.

699,95

Intemai
ﬂ RADIO

53 stores nationwide. For more information please visit www.richersounds.com




Introducing the all new CX Series Hi-Fi and

Home Cinema range from Cambridge Audio

Each component in the CX range has been built
to excel, to make you re-evaluate what's audible
in your favourite music.

The CX range has six components, all of which
are totally focused on getting the very best from
your digital sources. Here at Richer Sounds we
think each is a reference point in its class and is
designed without compromise.

The CX Series looks as good as it sounds,
turning heads with its beautiful ‘floating’ aesthetic

and uniquely bevelled bases, that are a great
design feature across the range.

This is the result of Cambridge’s tradition of hi-fi
excellence and the culmination of more than 30
years of digital experience.

Setting new standards in hi-fi and home cinema,
it delivers a precise, detailed audio performance
that will take your breath away. The CX Series
from Cambridge Audio creates audio magic for
your music, TV and movie passions.

To hear the exclusive new CX Series pop in today. All Richer Sounds
stores feature comfortable, home-styled demonstration rooms.

EXCLUSIVEI
NEW FOR 2015

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CXA80
AMPLIFIER

No matter what type of music you listen to, and no matter
how you listen to it, the CXAB0 is designed for you. This
new amplifier was developed to extract every drop of
pleasure and detail from all genres of music. With a variety
of inputs and class-leading design, the CXAB0 will let you
rediscover your favourite music.

5 year Supercare only £74.95
Also available in silver.

149 95

Richer Sounds' teams are on hand to talk you
through getting the most enjoyment from your
music, movies and TV shows. The only way to
hear the difference is to audition the equipment
yourself. We highly recommend you come in to
demo Cambridge Audio’s CX Series and hear
the amazing difference it can make to your
music, movies and TV viewing today!

EXCLUSIVE!
NEW FOR 2015

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CXR200

HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIER

Cambridge Audio’s flagship home cinema amplifier,

the CXR200 reimagines how you can enjoy your home
entertainment. It features the same network streaming
option as the impressive CXN music player, combined with
hi-fi grade audio quality that is capable of an immersive
and powerful home cinema experience.

5 year Supercare only £199.95
Also available CXR120 £1499.95.

or call 0333 900 0095 (local rate) |

The new Cambridge
CX has arrived...

...and we’'re really excited. Having
had the new range in our store for
a few weeks we’re certain you will
love it.

The new CXA amplifiers excel with
all types of music we play through
them, giving excellent soundstage,
detail and control. The full colour
display on the CXN streamer is a joy
to use, while the CXR home cinema
amplifiers give an authoritative,
room-filling sound.

With a great fresh look, a complete
set of features that are exactly what
our customers are asking for and
sound that’s going to make you fall in
love with your music all over again,
take a seat in our home-styled demo
room to hear and experience what
the entire CX Series has to offer!

All Richer Sounds stores
feature demonstration rooms

VIP Club members can
book appointments from
8am - Bpm Mon - Fri.

Richer Sounds' VIP Club
is completely FREE for
ALL customers. Sign

up in-store or online in
seconds with just an
email address.

Josl, Manager, City store
14th year of service

\




Stereo amplifiers

AMPLIFIERS continued

Product

Upto £1000
Naim Nait 5si
OnixA-25
OnkyoA-9010
OnkyoA-9030
OnkyoA-9050
Pro-Ject Stereo BoxS
PioneerA-70
QuadVena
Rega Brio-R
Rega Elex-R
Roksan Kandy K2
Roksan Kandy K2 BT
Rotel RA-10
Rotel RA-12
TEACAI-301DA
Wadia 151 PowerDAC Mini
YamahaA-5501

£1000 and above
Arcam FM) A39
Audio Ana. Fortissimo AirTech
Burmester 032
Cambridge Audio Azur 851A
Cyrus 6XPD
Cyrus 8a
Cyrus 8 DAC
Cyrus DACXP Signature
Devialet 110
Devialet D-Premier
EARYoshinoV12
Heed Audio Obelisk si
Karan Acoustics KA 1180Mk2
Lavardin IS Reference
LeemaTucana Mkl
Leema Elements
NAD C390DD
Naim Nait 5XS
Naim Nait XS 2
Naim Supernait 2
Pathos ClassicRemix HiDAC
Pathos Ethos
Pathos InpolRemix
Pathos Logos Mkl
Quad i ClassicIntegrated
Rega Osiris
Rega Elicit-R
Roksan Caspian M2
Roksan K3
SonyTA-A1ES
T+APA3000 HV
Unison Research Preludio
Unison Research S9
Unison Research Simply Italy
Unison Research Triode 25

June 2013
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925
775
200
300
350
200
800
600
480
900
795
895
350
600
400
999
360

1500
1750
12380
1200
1250
1350
1400
3000
4490
11450
7000
1300
5995
2950
3595
1395
2250
1500
1595
2750
2850
3800
3800
3950
4500
5998
1600
1695
1250
2000
9900
2295
6995
1495
2350

Tested

01.15/GT
05.13/ST
06.15/FT
12.12/FT
02.13/GT
11.11/FT
05.13/ST
01.15/FT
06.12/ST
01.15/GT
12.11/ST
05.14/FT
05.14/GT
05.13/ST
12.14/GT
02.12/FT
Aw.14/FT

02.15/GT
05.15/FT
06.15/FT
12.12/GT
01.12/ST
12.12/FT
07.12/FT
11.13/FT
02.14/FT
08.12/GT
07.13/FT
06.12/GT
09.13/FT
01.10/FT
12.11/ST
12.12/GT
12.12/FT
01.12/ST
10.13/GT
12.13/FT
05.15/FT
10.12/FT
01.12/FT
10.14/FT
04.10/FT
06.10/FT
02.15/GT
10.13/GT
02.15/GT
04.14/FT
11.13/FT
02.10/GT
02.10/FT
09.12/FT
08.14/FT

Verdict

ok kK
* %k F ok
kK k ok
Kok kk
ok k
* %k H ok
Jook ok ok
Ra2.2.0
ok kK
ok k kK
Sk ke k
Ra2.2.0.9
ok k
ok ke
Jook ok ok
Ra2.2.0.9
ok k

Kok ke k
ok k
R2.2.2.0.¢
* %k H ok
ok kk
ok ke k
ok kK
Jook ok ok
Kk ke ke ok
ok k ko k
b2 2.2, ¢
ook ok ok
Kk k ok
ok kk
b2 2.2, ¢
ook ok ok
Jook ok ok
ok ke kk
ok k
%k ko k
ok ko k
ok ko k
b2 2.2,
ok k ok
* %k %k
Kok ok k
ok kK
b2.2.2.0 ¢
ok ko k
Ra2.2.0 9
ok k
b2 2.2.2.¢
ok ko k
Kok ke ke k
ok k kK

Best stereo amp £800-£1500, Awards 2013

Agood choice for those who value finesse over muscle
Amusically satisfying stereo amp for a bargain price
Proof that Onkyo knows how to build good stereo gear

Lean presentation, but there’s plentyto like

Asmallamp that’s worth investigation

Excels in many areas, falls short of class-leading
Aninteresting proposition but it’s left wanting in terms of finesse
Best stereo amp £400-£600, Awards 2012

Best stereo amp £800-£1500, Awards 2014

Best stereo amp £700-£1000, Awards 2011

Full of power and punch but some heart and soul is missing

Sounds good, but rivals offer more insight and better digital features 4

Well priced, appealing amp, just lacks a little expression
Anamp with an unadventurous, but pleasant presentation
Acompact digital amp with plenty of appeal

Acapable amplifier that’s packed with features

Powerful and authoritative, but it needs better timing and detail
Afeature-packed and capable performerthat’s worth an audition
It’s big, priceyand it sounds fabulously good

For scale, power, build and style, this is hard to beat

Asturdy DAC-toting amp that’s a cracker

Everything we’ve come to expect and love about Cyrus
Meticulous and engaging amp and DAC combo

With the Signature upgrade, the DACXP remains a fine product
An exceptional all-rounder

Afresh look atamp design

This terrificintegrated amp needn’t fear any rival at this price
Best stereoamp £1000-£1500, Awards 2012

One of the finestamps we’ve heard

Amazing: its rivals sound mechanical in comparison

Best stereo amplifier £2000+, Awards 2010.

Solid choice, wide connection range and optional DAC

Novel thinking delivers an alternative to the favourites

Still atop class premium amplifier

Animprovementon the Nait XS, even if it sacrifices a little detail
Even atthis price, the Supernait 2 is a fantastic buy

Another intriguing offering from Pathos that offers top-notch sound
Mixes style and substance better than any rival

Not cheap or powerful - just brilliant

Mixes fine aesthetics with a great sound for a terrificamp
Afineintegrated amplifierwith a hefty price tag

Afine amp that makes sense partneringits Isis sibling

Best stereo amplifier £1500+, Awards 2014

Best stereo amplifier £1500+, Awards 2013

An excellent all-rounder at a reasonable price

Not quite a flawless effort but talented enough in key areas
Atruly impressive piece of kit despite its polite disposition
Rubs shoulders with the very best at this price

We can’t help but love this quirky valve amplifier
Awell-engineered valve amplifier at a sensible price

An absolutely superb amplifier from Unison Research

Power (w)

44

65

75

40

90

46

50

72

125

140

=)

60

30

25

60

120

100

105

120

40

70

70

70

110

240

50

35

180

30

148

56

150

60

70

80

70

100

10

110

25

162

105

85

150

DAC

Line levelin

MM phonoin

=Y

=
=3 =
0 1
0 0
0 1
0 1
0 1
0 0
1 e 1
0 ® 0
0 1
0 1
0 1
0 1
0 1
0 1
0 0
0 0
0 1
0 1
1 0
0 1
0 1
0 ® 1
0 1
0 ® 0
0 1
0 ® o0
1 1
0 1
0 0
0 1
0 1
0 1
0 ® 0
0 ® o0
0 2
0 1
0 1
0 0
0 ® o0
0 0
0 ® 1
1 1
0 1
0 1
0 1
0 1
1 0
0 0
0 1
0 0
0 1
0 Opt 1

Preamp out

Speakerouts

Tone controls

“It would be doing the Ear Yoshino V12 a disservice to describe it as simply an
excellent example of the valve design. It's a great amplifier. Period”

Headphone out

Remote control
Finishes
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Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

7x43x31
9x21x36
13x44x33
14x44x33
14x44x33
4x10x10
14x44x36
10x31x30
8x22x31
8x43x32
10x43x38
11x43x38
Tx43x34
14x44x36
6x21.5x25
7x20x20

15x44x39

10x43x43
12x45x39
19x48x48
12x43x39
7x22x36
7x22x36
7x22x36
7x22x36
4x38x38
4x40x40
14x42x14
9x22x36
9x50x34
8.5x43x35
10x43x36
9x22x28
13x43x39
7x43x30
7x43x30
9x43x31
17x37x28
15x43x49
18x33x29
17x42x43
20x31x38
12x44x35
8x43x34
8x43x33
10x43x38
13x43x42
17x46x46
20x40x38
25x41x57
26x19x35

20x30x45

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com



Product
Up to £5000
Cyrus DACXP+
Heed Audio Obelisk pre/px
Lavardin C62
Linn Akurate Kontrol
NAD C165BEE
Naim NAC152XS
Quad QC-twenty four
Townshend Allegri

£5000 and above
Aesthetix Janus Signature
Audio Research LS27
Aesthetix Calypso Signature
Bryston BP26DA
Burmester 808 MK5
Chord Electronics CPA8000
GamuTD3i
Krell Phantom Il
Mclntosh C2500
Naim NAC252/Supercap

ot O

Ourrecommendations

Product
Up to £5000
Audiolab 8200MB
ATCP1
Bryston 2B SST
Chord Electronics Maxx
Chord Electronics SPM 1050
Cyrus Mono X300 Signature
Heed Audio Obelisk ps
NAD C275BEE
Naim NAP 155 XS
Naim NAP 250
Quad QSP

£5000 and above
Atlas Stereo Signature
Audio Research Reference 75
Burmester 911 Mk3
Chord SPM 14000 MkII
GamuTD200i
Krell Evolution 402e
Lavardin AP150
Quad Il eighty

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com

Preamps are also known as control units. On a most basic level, they perform two functions:
source selection and volume control. Most powered preamps also amplify the signal slightly
in order to make matching to a power amplifier easier. Some include phono stages.

2550
2230
3471
4200
650

975

1000
1895

10000
6500
6400
5050
22242
25500
5500
12000
7495
9070

Tested

04.11/FT
04.13/FT
12.10/FT
09.11/FT
08.10/FT
02.10/GT
06.13/FT
08.12/GT

04.15/FT
03.13/FT
03.11/FT
08.06/FT
02.13/FT
01.13/FT
01.15/FT
11.12/FT
01.14/FT
11.08/FT

Verdict

Kok k ok
ok kK
ok k ok
Kk ok kk
Kk kk
ok k ok
* ok %k
Sk k ok

ok k ok
* %k %k
ok kK
kK k ok
ok k ok
ok kk ok
ok kk
ok ke k
ok kk
ok k ok

These are effectively the powerhouse of the system. They deliver the high currents necessary
to make a loudspeaker work. They can be configured as a stereo unit, or monoblocs, where the
circuitry for each channel is housed separately. Don’t judge a power amp by its output level.

1900
1566
2925
990

3990
2750
1350
820

1115
3050
1200

10000
8495
32800
24480
9300
18500
7686
6000

Tested

01.12/FT
12.09/FT
08.06/FT
05.11/FT
10.07/FT
10.13/FT
04.13/FT
08.10/FT
02.10/GT
11.08/FT
07.12/FT

04.15/FT
03.13/FT
08.12/GT
01.13/FT
01.15/FT
11.12/FT
12.10/FT
06.13/FT

Verdict

ok kk
1 8.8.8.9 .1
ok Kk ok
ko k ok
Fokkk ok
1 8.8 2.0 .4
ok k ok
ok %k
Fokkk
ok kk ok
*okk ok

2. 2.0.8.2.9
ok dok ok
2.8, 2.8.0.9
2. 2.0.8.¢

2. 2.0.8.2.9
ok ok ok
2. 8.2.8.0.9
2. 2.0.8.1

Line levelin

Massive ability in a small box

~

Asuperb-sounding preamp, but Heed needs to make it feel more luxurious 5

Belongs nearthe top of any shortlist 6
Part of the Linn Akurate system - and truly awesome 4
Abrute of a preamp 4
It’s good, but could do better with dynamics 5
Pleasant listen but works best with Quad’s valve power amps 5
Basicfeatures, but terrificsound 6
You won’tfind many high-end preamps better than this one 5
Afine preamp but struggles to shine in comparison to the Reference 75 6
One ofthe finest preamps on the market today 5
Amust-hear preamp. Lacks style but built to last 5
Abeautifully constructed, highly versatile preamp for serious devotees Opt
Amagnificent preamp, but not quite the masterpiece its price demands 8
Ifyouwantan insightfuland honest pre-amp, this is a fine place to start 4
Ahugely capable preamp that s able to dig deeply into any recording 8
Arefined and entertaining preamp that needs a little care in partnering 8
Makes a magical combination with the NAP250 power amp 6

Hefty, buta bit of a bluntinstrument

Amatchless power amp when paired with the CA-2 preamp

Big, strong and very powerful

This could be a sign of hi-fi to come

Veryfastand punchy, exciting and stable sound

Adeceptively compact monobloc that surpasses the Mono X300
Engagingand a pleasure to listen to, even if it’s not the classiest in terms of finish
Agreat power amp, best matched with the C165BEE preamp

It’s a good performer, but not the last word in dynamics

Paired with the NAC252 preamp it’s magical

Needs to be auditioned - a confident listen

One ofthe finest power amps we’ve heard. An absolute beast

Afabulous poweramp, match it with care and you’ll have sonic magic

Awesome price, awesome bit of kit

An awe-inspiring monobloc, yet not quite as sonically rounded as we’d like

One of the finest power amplifiers we’ve heard

The Evolution 402e is world-class. Itisn’t cheap, but quality such as this neveris
For sound quality and musical enjoyment, the C62 with the AP150 is hard to beat
Acapable monoblocamp that should be considered

MM phonoin

o

MCphonoin

=3

Tape loops
Preamp out

- -
e o o o

o
(]

Stereo

Stereo

Stereo

Mono

Stereo

Stereo

Stereo

Stereo

Stereo

Stereo

Stereo

Stereo

Mono

Stereo

Stereo

Stereo

Mono

Balanced out

Power (w)

Headphone out

Phonoin
XLRin

Tone controls
Remote control

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

® 7x22x36

& 9x22x33

9x43x31

®  9x38x38

®  8x44x29

B 7x43x30

9x30x22

5x13x31

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

11x45x46
13x48x34
11x46x45
6x49x28

95x48x33
31x42x36
11x43x42
10x44x46
19x44x46

9x43x31

Weight (kg)

1 15x22x38 9

1 14x44x35
0 49x13x41
0 7x16x4

2 13x42x36
1 8x22x37
0 9x22x33
0 13x44x35
0 7x43x30
0 9x43x32

0 15x33x27

2 22x46x48
1 22x48x50
1 22x48x48
1 31x48x69
1 16x43x47
1 25x44x56
0 14x43x31

0 21x43x18

32

21

31

75

34

57
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iPoddocks

Docks with power ‘These are ready-made systems for your iPod and usually include speakers
Docks without power _These integrate an iPod into an existing system as a line level source

Product

Upto £500
B&WZ2
Epoz Aktimate Micro
Epoz AktiMate Mini
Epoz AktiMate Mini+
Gear4 AirZone Series 1
JBLOnBeat Venue LT
Klipsch iGroove HG WWI
KitSound Boom Dock
Logitech S715i
Logitech UEAir Speaker
Orbitsound T12v3
Philips Fidelio Primo DS9

Pure Digital Contour 100Di
Pure Digital Contour 200i Air

Revo K2
Ruark Audio R2i

£500 and above
B&W Zeppelin Air
Geneva Lab Model M
Loewe AirSpeaker
Marantz Consolette
Philips Fidelio SS DS9800

[=]arv[=]
-,
-

=

Theshortlist

AWARD WINNER

Monitor Audio Airstream S200
Awards 2014: Best Wireless speaker £150-£300

Product

Up to £300
Bayan Audio SoundBook
Bose SoundLink Mini

330
260
350
360
200
200
110
100

300
299
300
100
200
300
280

500
550
500
700
700

Tested

10.13/ST
09.13/GT
07.12/GT
08.13/FT
04.12/ST
03.13/FT
04.12/ST
12.10/FT
04.12/ST
06.12/FT
12.11/FT
09.11/FT
04.12/ST
09.12/FT
02.12/FT
09.09/FT

12.11/ST
04.12/ST
01.13/FT
05.13/FT
05.12/FT

Verdict

Jok ke k
ok kK
%k kK
b2 2.2 ¢
ok ke k
L8822
22221
b2 2.2 ¢
ok ok ke k
L8220
Jk kK
ok %k K
ok kk
ok ke k
Jk kK
b2 2.2.0.¢

L8822,
Kok %k K
Ra2.2.2.0.¢
Jok ok k
Jk kK

Stillimpressive but lacks other, non-Apple streaming options compared with rivals i0S
Best desktop speaker, Awards 2012 i0S
Not the smallest desktop speakers, but they’ll make youriPod sing i0S
Aversatile product that offers quality sound ° i0S
AirPlay and iPad support, with good sound too ° i0S
The Venue LTis a versatile, talented and enthusastic dock ° i0s
Agreat dock with onlya slight lack of refinement i0S
Big, bold and brutally exciting i0S
Best speaker dock up to £200, Awards 2012 i0S
Best speaker dock £200-£350, Awards 2012 ° i0S
An effective panacea foryourTV’s sound i0S
Awell-builtand easy to use dock i0S
Versatile, great looking and great sounding i0S
Pure’s first radio-less speaker dock fares well, but it can be bettered ° i0S
Lots to like - but it’s not perfect i0S
Fine DAB radio and iPod system i0s
Amassive step up from the original ° i0s
Still capable but rivals have caughtitup i0s
Stylish, subtle and great-sounding. At £500it’s a serious must-try i0S
Not an all-rounder but a unqgiue device with a lovely sound i0S
Unified and nicely balanced i0S

Wireless speakers

Bluetooth
AirPlay

150
170

Cambridge Audio Bluetone 100 200
Cambridge Audio MinxAir100 330

Cambridge Audio Go

Cambridge Audio Minx Go

120 wwwwhathificom

120
100

Tested

01.14/GT
01.14/GT
10.14/GT
10.13/ST
Aw.14/FT
08.13/FT

Universal wireless system that’s incorporated into most sources
Apple’s accepted wireless system; works over your home network

Verdict

ok k ok
* ok %k
*okkk
Kok kk
ok kK
ko k ok

AWARDWINNER

DaliKubikFree
Awards 2014: Best Wireless speaker £500-£750

Anice-looking portable speaker with some clever design touches

Ano-frills approach reaps dividends in the SoundLink’s sonic performance

Abold, engaging performance from a speaker that lacks a little clarity
Aworthy option but it can’t match the bestwhen it comes to sound
Best wireless speaker up to £150, Awards 2014

Bestwireless speaker up to £150, Awards 2013

Aux

Power (w)

40
40
40
n/a
30

30

20
n/a
180
50
20
36
40

20

150

50

® 4x20

PRODUCTOF THEYEAR

Naim Mu-so
Awards 2014: Best Wireless speaker 750+

Bluetooth

AirPlay
Aux

150

100

Charging
Battery

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

18x32x10

24x15x20

30x19x21

30x19x21

18x33x19

13x42x14

14x40x16

15x42x28

6x39x13

17x53x15

10x61x11

18x51x21

18x31x15

23x37x18

33x11x11

12x34x18.5

17x54x21

20x37x25

13x24x24

26x54x21

22x27x9

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

Ix16x4

5x18x6

118x35x12

18x35x12

®  24x12x6

®  23x24x6

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com



WIRELESS SPEAKERS continued

Product

Denon Envaya DSB200
Harman/Kardon Go+Play
Jawbone BigJambox

iLuv MobiOut

JBLCharge

JBLFlip

JBLFlip2

JBLOnBeat Rumble

Loewe Speaker 2go

Logitech UE Mobile Boombox
Monitor Audio Airstream S200
Monitor Audio Airstream S300
Monitor Audio Airstream WS100
PanasonicSC-NA10

Philips BT3500B
PureJongoS3

PureVoca

Roberts Travel Pad

Roth OLi POWA-5

Samsung M5

Sonos Play:1

Sony RDP-XA700

Sony SRS-X3

Sony SRS-BTM8

Ultimate Ears Boom

Ultimate Ears Megaboom

£300and above
Audio Pro Allroom Air One
Bang & Olufsen BeoPlay A2
Bluesound multi-room system
B&WAS5
B&WA7
B&WT7
Bose SoundLink Air
Cabasse Stream 1
Cambridge Audio Minx Air 200
Dali Kubik Free
Eclipse TD-M1
Geneva Model M Wireless
Geneva Model S Wireless DAB+
Libratone Zipp
Libratone Zipp BT
Libratone Loop
Loewe AirSpeaker
Naim Mu-so
NAD Viso 1AP
Nocs NS2v2
Philips Fidelio E2
Pioneer X\W-SMA4
Pure Jongo S3 (pair)
Pure Jongo System
Samsung M7
Samsung Shape Audio System
Simple Audio Roomplayer+
Sonos System
Sony SRS-X9
Tangent Classic

170
280
260
70

120
100
100
230
200
75

200
250
250
130
70

170
65

80

250
230
170
285
130
85

170
250

400
300
n/a
400
700
300
300
500
430
645
1000
500
330
370
300
400
500
895
500
300
300
350
340
n/a
330
n/a
n/a
n/a
600
400

Tested

11.14/FT
05.13/FT
09.12/FT
05.13/GT
01.14/GT
05.13/GT
07.14/GT
10.14/GT
02.15/ST
05.13/GT
AW.14/FT
10.14/GT
09.13/GT
01.14/GT
03.15/GT
06.13/FT
03.15/GT
03.15/GT
06.14/ST
10.14/FT
01.14/FT
03.13/GT
07.14/GT
05.13/GT
01.14/GT
04.15/FT

08.14/GT
02.15/ST
11.14/GT
08.13/GT
12.12/FT
02.15/ST
12.12/GT
08.14/GT
08.13/GT
03.14/FT
08.14/FT
08.14/GT
10.13/ST
10.13/ST
02.15/ST
08.14/GT
03.13/GT
Aw.14/FT
08.14/GT
02.15/FT
06.14/ST
12.12/GT
06.14/ST
11.14/GT
09.14/FT
11.14/GT
11.14/GT
11.14/GT
06.14/FT
08.14/GT

Verdict
Kk k
2.2.8.8 ¢
%k %k ok
Kk %k k
Kk kk
%k ok ok
%k k
2.2.0.0.¢
Kk %k k
2.2.8.8 ¢
ok ke k
2.2.8.8. 0.9
2.2.8.8.¢.9
2.2.8.8 ¢
0. 2.8.8.¢.9
2.2.8.8.0.9
Kk kk
2 2.8.8.¢.¢
%k %k k
2.2.2.8.0.9
2. 2.0.8.¢.¢
%k %k k
2 2.8 8 ¢
0.2.8 8.4
2. 2.0.8.¢.¢
%k %k ok ok

Kok kkk
ok k ok
Re2.2.2.0 ¢
ok kk ok
Kk kk ok
ok ko k
ok k ok
* %k %k
Kok kok ok
ok kk
ok kK
* %k %k
Kok kk ok
ok ko k
ok kK
* %k %k
Kk kk ok
1 8. 88,04
Re2.2.2.0.¢
* %k %k
>k %k
*okk ok
ok k ok
* ok %k
%k %k
*kk ok
ok k ok
ok kk ok
Kk ok kk
Kok kk

Overcooked bass aside, thisis one of most powerful sounding portable speakers we’ve heard

These wireless active speakers deliver good sound

Great for bass and sound, lacks a little finesse though

Asmallunit that boasts a likable sound

Apunchyand energetic sound is let down by some coarse and harsh treble

Agreatvalue bluetooth speaker

Good performer for the money, but has issues with volume and battery life

Achunky, fun unitthat’s starting to sound a little unrefined against more recent competition
Lots of power to go with its enthusiasm, but gives up a little clarity and insight to its rivals
Limited functionality but a good choice for portable users

Best wireless speaker £150-£300, Awards 2014

Itonly supports i0S devices but this speaker sounds fantastic

Cracking speakers. A desktop force to be reckoned with

Aspeakerthat oozes class and subtlety. Watch out for the cabinet vibrations, though

An affordable wireless speaker with excellent sound quality

Great sound and easy portability make this a real gem

An attractive design is marred by some uncontrolled bass

Fine sound and a well-designed package make this a good travel companion

Updated and better than before but rivals still have in edge in terms of sound

Atalented speaker with a clean, open and fun sound

Another strong addition to the Award-winning Sonos multi-room family

With a bit more definition and a bit less bass this could have been the speaker for us
Ahugely confident performer but its tonal balance won’t be for everyone

Classy, cleverly designed speaker that can handle large volumes.

Loads of fun to listen to, the Boom is exciting, attractive and packed with features to boot
Full of energyand a polished entertainer, the Megaboom shake (shakes) the room

Best wireless speaker £400+, Awards 2013

Not perfect, but its spacious sound, battery life and stylish design are worthy of a look
Best multi-room system £500+, Awards 2014. Product of the Year

Not the loudest but delivers a potent, punchy sound

Ifyou use AirPlay, the A7 demands your attention

B&W’s first Bluetooth speaker s a resounding success

Not the last word in power or dynamics, but a tidy little package

Mediocre software lets this very enjoyable speaker down

Majors in excitement , detailand power - a real entertainer

Best wireless speaker £500-£750, Awards 2014

Great stereo imaging, but we’d like more refinement to go with it

Ifyou’re after Bluetooth and radio features, then this would be a good choice

Best wireless speaker £300-£500, Awards 2014

Stylish, portable and fully-featured. Libratone hits the jackpot with the Zipp
Awireless speakerthat’s lovelyto listen to

An enjoyable-sounding speaker with some unique looks

Fussy set up issues aside, this is one incredibly capable speaker

Best wireless speaker £750+, Awards 2014. Product of the Year

Astrong, rounded package that thoroughly deserves your attention

Versatile and fun desktop speakers

Classy, versatile speakers butyou’ll need some room to accomodate them

Bags of features, solid build and smart design - just watch that bass

Atad disappointing as a pair; rivals offer a more insightful performance

Not the ultimate word in sound quality, but it wins us over with its peppy character
Overly fussyin terms of setting up, the M7 is a comfortable performer nonetheless
Lacks a consistent sound across the range but a good first effort nonetheless
Aworthy contender but there are cheaper, more impressive options out there
Best multi-room system £500+, Awards 2014

Ado-it-all speaker with superb sound quality

Aspeaker with a big sound and plenty of bass

Subscriptions 0844 848 8813 email: whathifi@servicehelpline.couk

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com

AirPlay

Bluetooth

® & o Aux

® ©® (harging
= .
&  Dimensions
& (hwd,cm)

® & o o o o o gpjitery

24x50x23

©
X
S
53
&
%

[ ]
154
g
3

18x7x7

0x0x0

6.5x16x16

17x45x22

11x24x5

®  6x7x11

si9)jeads SS9l

27x12x14

15x47x15

13x12x12

10x20x3

10x20x4

13x13x14

7x19x5.5

8x19x2.5

27x18x21

14x34x17

16x12x12

18x40x16
® 7x19x7
° 19x25x9
® 16x6.5x6.5

® n/a

20x31x19

®  14x26x4
® n/a

18x30x20

22x36x16

® 11x21x5

17x31x10

L] 14x46x33

45x22x17

31x15x15

24x16x22

22x30x18

@ 15x14x18

® 26x12x12

26x12x12
33x33x8
24x13x24
12x63x26
26x48x30
16x11x14
30.5x16x16
® ® 21x36x17
® 13x13x14
® nfa
14x40x19
nfa
n/a
° nfa
13x43x13

L] 23x60x32
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Headphones

mxE Headphones

A

Theshortlist

AWARD WINNER

Ear tips

In-line remote

SoundMagicE10S
Awards 2014: Best in-ears up to £50

“The SoundMagic E10Ses punch well above
theirweight in terms of sound quality.”

Product

Upto £70
AKG K323XSi
AKG K451
Audio Technica ATH-CKS55i
Audio Technica ATH-T400
Apple EarPods
Beyerdynamic DTX101iE
Beyerdynamic DTX 501 p
Beyerdynamic DTX71iE
Etymotic Research MC5
GradoiGrado
Jays a-Jays Four
JVCHA-ETR40
Ministry of Sound M0S003
Mix-Style inner headphones
MonsteriSport Strive
Panasonic RP-HTX7
Philips CitiScape Downtown
RHAMA-350
Sennheiser CX 300-1I
Sennheiser (X281
Sennheiser CX495
Sennheiser HD 202
Sennheiser HD 218
Sennheiser MM 70i
Sennheiser PMX 685i Sports
Sennheiser PX100-I1
Slick Distributions SD50
Sol RepublicRelays
SoundMagicE10
SoundMagicE10S
SoundMagicPL30
SoundMagic PL50
Sony MDR-EX650AP
Soul Electronics Flex

£70and above
AKG K3003i
AKG K545
AKG K550

122 wwwwhathificom

50
50
45
50
25
65
60
54
57
49
50
35
30
30
50
35
55
30
30
35
35
26
40
50
45
40
30
60
35
40
30
50
60
50

1000
210
99

Tested

08.14/FT
10.12/GT
08.12/GT
11.10/FT
01.13/FT
01.12/GT
03.15/GT
09.11/ST
01.12/GT
09.11/ST
12.11/FT
02.15/GT
12.11/GT
08.12/GT
02.15/GT
09.11/ST
10.12/ST
12.11/GT
09.10/GT
12.11/GT
08.12/GT
02.11/FT
11.09/FT
09.11/ST
02.15/GT
11.10/FT
10.12/ST
02.15/GT
10.12/GT
11.14/GT
01.10/GT
02.10/FT
11.14/GT
02.15/GT

04.12/FT
12.13/FT
02.12/ST

Most in-ears come with these. Experiment with size to get the best fit

Mostly for Apple devices, but Android-friendly units are increasing. Handy...

Verdict

R 2.2.2.2.¢
Ra2.2.2.0.¢
ok ke k
ok ok ok
22221
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ok ke k
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ok k ok k
ok kk
ok ke k
22 221
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Jokkk
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L8822
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Kok kK
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Ra2.2.2.¢
L8822,
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ok ke k
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Ra2.2.2.0.¢

“They’ll happily turn their hand to just about
anything, effortlessly finding that balance
between the details and the overall flow.”

PRODUCT OF THEYEAR

Sony MDR-EX650AP
Awards 2014: Bestin-ears £50-£100

As good as you can reasonably expect at this price range

Best portable on-ears up to £100, Awards 2013

Big on bass, these cans are no shrinkingviolets

Nicely balanced pair that just lack the wow factor of the class leaders
Abigupgrade of Apple’s original earbuds, but there are better rivals
Bestin-ears £40-£80, Awards 2013

Asuperb performance that’s let down by an indifferent build quality
Detailed and with supreme tone control

Alikeable sound for the money

Fabulous iPod upgrade: these are unbeatable at the price

The Jays combine looks and performance to alluring effect

An affordable in-ear that nails both comfort and sound

Tidy, well balanced and nicely made

Punchy, controlled and balanced

Stylish, sporty-looking buds with a fine sound

Best portable on-ears up to £50, Awards 2012

Fun, stylish and great to use on an everyday basis

Nicely made from quality materials, with impressive sound to match
Bestin-ear headphones up to £50, Awards 2010

Enjoyable enough, buta touch quiet

Abrilliant upgrade bargain

Great sound for the money and a bargain buy

For closed-back cans, the Sennheisers are very good - but not the best
Nice features for the money

Modest looking in-ears but they have it where it counts despite the poor remote

Animprovement over the previous model, very good open-backed cans

Features and price make it easy to forgive minor sonic flaws
Asatisfying, fuss-free pair of in-ears

Bestin-ears up to £40, Awards 2013

Best in-ears up to £50, Awards 2014

Great headphones that are held back by bettervalue rivals
Comfyand smooth-sounding; great all-rounders

Best in-ears £50-£100, Awards 2014. Product of the Year

Performance surpasses expectations at this price, a great buy for fitness bods

The best, and priciest, in-ears we’ve seen
Builtto last but lacks refinement and likeability
Best home on-ears up to £150, Awards 2014

AWARD WINNER

Shure SE425

In-ear
On-ear

Type

[ Closed
®  Closed
] Closed
®  Closed

° Open
Closed

®  Closed

(] Closed

Closed
® Open
Closed
Closed
Closed

Closed

Closed
® Closed
® Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed
® Closed
® (Closed
(] Closed

Closed

Open
®  (Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

(] Closed
®  Closed

® Closed

Noise cancelling

Awards 2014: Best in-ears £150-£300
“The SE425s sound fun, absorbing, classy,
polished and captivating.”

Wireless

Weight (g)

47

153

174

48

10

280

305

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com
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INDULGE YOURSELF

Give your system the high-end treatment with these selected products

HAL

Klang

Recording studio precision for computer audiophiles

FS 409

Silky smooth, crystal clear,
mesmerising music.

True high fidelity from

Stereo & 8 channel models
Native DSD up to 12.288MHz
PCM up to 32 Bit 384kHz
Headphones & pre-amp
Detachable 12v power supply

Official UK importer
— www.hifi-network.com/dealers sound WWW.S‘OLIH setup.co.u
www.elac.com or telephone 01285 643088 Setup Tel: 01242 506446

The Future > J_
Sounds Amaz ng St A XN
Phantom Source Floorstander =8 11 ;’ J’g/ ]\Q(

from Acoustic Insight

ggﬁéi?nfri“?ﬁfgﬂisapiiﬂi?." Y ( '_: A YOUR MUSIC DESERVES THE BEST.
realislnlw', a major achievemg . . SO Do YOUR EARS.

obtaining the essence of th
original performance, and

Iouds;'a(ia:\er ?e%;gne: tt ‘ ! i DO THEM A FAVOUR AND |NDULGE
' crtical music connois S 4l (5 YOURSELF WITH HIGH-QUALITY HI-FI.

a broad range of musical ta
every detail has been fine-tuned

togiveauniquecompinatio . | r ‘ i/ ‘ MAKE LlSTENlNG TO MUS'C

power and accuracy in all that

is impertant for a completely . I b . AN OCCAS] ON AGAI N s

astounding musical experience,
representing the very leading
edge of what is capable from
loudspeaker technology.




Headphones

HEADPHONES continued

Product

£70and above
AKG K551
AKG K812
AKG K845BT
AKGY845BT
AKG Q701
AKG Q460
AKGY50
Audeze LCD-3
Audio Technica ATH-AD700X
Audio Technica ATH-A900X LTD
Audio Technica ATH-CKX9iS
Audio Technica ATH-ES88
Audio Technica ATH-M50
Audio Technica ATH-M50x
Audio Technica ATH-W1000X
Audio Technica ATH-WS55i
Bang & Olufsen BeoPlay H2
Beats Studio 2.0
Beyerdynamic DTX102iE
Beyerdynamic DX160 iE
Beyerdynamic Custom One Pro
Beyerdynamic DT880
Beyerdynamic DT990 Premium
Beyerdynamic MMX 101iE
BeyerdynamicT1
BeyerdynamicT50P
BeyerdynamicT51i
BeyerdynamicT51P
BeyerdynamicT70
Bose AE2w
Bose MIE2i
Bose QuietComfort 15
Bose QuietComfort 25
Bose Soundlink On-ear
B&WP3
B&WP5
B&W P5 Series 2
B&WP7
Denon AH-D600
Etymotic Research HF2
Focal Spirit Classic
Focal Spirit One

D s K odien

230
1100
250
110
250
140
80
1725
190
390
75
230
130
130
650
89
170
270
75
86
170
200
290
95
880
230
245
250
456
200
120
280
270
220
170
250
250
330
200
180
250
200

Tested

02.13/GT
10.14/FT
02.14/GT
12.14/GT
09.14/ST
02.11/GT
09.14/FT
02.14/GT
04.14/GT
09.14/ST
01.14/GT
02.12/FT
02.13/GT
12.14/GT
07.10/FT
Aw.11/FT
05.15/|GT
04.15/GT
08.14/FT
11.14/GT
10.13/GT
06.09/GT
09.14/ST
01.14/GT
11.10/FT
02.12/ST
Aw.14/FT
11.13/GT
11.11/FT
02.14/GT
09.11/ST
04.12/GT
04.15/GT
01.15/GT
08.12/FT
11.13/GT
02.15/FT
09.14/ST
11.13/GT
08.09/FT
09.14/ST
04.12/FT

Verdict

ok ke k
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Kok kK
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2222
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Noise cancelling

Smashingall-rounders that really sing ® Closed

It needs a top-class system to shine but these cans sound heavenly. Highly recommended ® Open
Ifyou like your music clear and uncoloured, then these AKGs are definitelyworth a listen ® Closed
Both portable and comfortable, these cans could do with a bit of subtlety and refinement ® Closed
Agreat, solid sounding set of cans. Comfy, too ®  Open
More pros than cons, but still not complete ® Closed
Best portable on-ears up to £100, Awards 2014. Product of the Year ® Closed
Very expensive, but there’s little to compain about here. Even with that price ®  Open
Huge headphones that offer an airy, open sound ®  Open
Remarkably clearand spacious sounding pair of headphones ® Open
Easy on the ears and very comfortable, but they need a bit more refinement to be great ° Closed
Appealingly eccentriccans ® Closed
Immersive and refined: a great effort ® Closed
They sound a little warm but these are fine headphones nonetheless ® Closed
Best home on-ear headphones £500-£800, Awards 2010 ® Closed

An excellent pair of on-ears for the bass-loving iPhone-owner ® Closed
Astylish pair of on-ears that combines impressive build quality with accessible sound ® Closed
Eschewing detail fora smooth sound, these Beats are nevertheless exciting to listen to ® Closed ®
There’s little to fault with a pair of in-ears that demand to be listened to ° Closed
Astrong performer from Beyerdynamic with a smooth, weighty sound ° Closed
Accomplished and easyto listen to. We like them ® Closed
Comfortable and the sound is impressive Open ® @
Impressive, ifa little lacking in dynamics ® Open
Bestin-ears £80-£150, Awards 2013 ° Closed ®
Best home on-ear headphones £800+, Awards 2010 ® Closed
Best portable on-ears £200+, Awards 2012 ® Closed
Best portable on-ears £200-£300, Awards 2014 ® Closed
Afinereplacement for the T50ps, superbly entertaining ®  Closed
Undeniably capable, but d=on’t quite feel worth the money ® Closed

No aptX Bluetooth onboard, but still a very listenable pair of cans ® Closed °
Aperfect headphone meets microphone solution ° Closed
Best noise-cancelling headphones, Awards 2013 ® Closed ®
Best noise-cancelling headphones, Awards 2014 ® Closed ®
Atalented pair of Bluetooth cans with impressive battery life ® Closed °
Stylish and sonically talented on-ear headphones ® Closed
They look fantasticand sound just as good ® Closed
Gorgeous looks and a stunning sound, these are a great upgrade on the P5s ® Closed
Best portable on-ears, Awards 2013 ® Closed
Open and spacious. A crisper presentation would make this a five-star product ® Closed
The same money buys punchier cans, but not ones that fit as well ° Closed
Needs more ‘oomph’ to challenge the best ® Closed
Refined enough, but not the most exciting ® Closed

SUPERFUSES™

SuperFuses™ are high-performance fuses which feature

a specially-developed version of our unique

Super Burn-In™ process and are treated with

DeoxIT™ contact enhancer.

SUPERFUSE™

£25 each

Pack includes a DeoxIT™ Gold wipe for treatment just
before fitting and SuperFuse™ label to fit on your plug.

"l immediately noticed how reduced the
distortion was over the entire soundstage...
the price of the fuse, which initially might have
triggered howls of derision seemed, after the
test, to be rather low. Low, that is, considering
the improvements in sound quality. ”

Paul Rigby, theaudiophileman.com

Weight (g)

390

292

150

235

120

190

548

265

340

130

284

285

350

165

150

260

290

340

290

350

174

174

174

330

150

227

195

153

130

195

195

290

365

310

225

[BuY NoW! : Money Back *
+Guarantee *

Call: 01539 797300 Teaaant

or visit www.russandrews.com

Mail Order Direct - 60 Day Home Trial - Cable Upgrade Scheme - Free Delivery (orders over £100 within UK Mainland)

124 wwwwhathifi.com

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com



HEADPHONES continued
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Product £ Tested Verdict =S & 2 =5 = m
Focal Spirit One S 225 12.14/GT 2. 2.8.8.4 Need a bit more clarity and sparkle to go with its lovely, balanced sound ® Closed 180 n
German MaestroGMP8.35D 150 10.12/ST 2. 8. 2.8.¢ Virtuallyindestructible sonicgoodness ® Closed 220 u
Goldring NS-1000 100 03.10/GT ek ok ok Sweet, powerful sounding noise-cancellers ® Closed ® 183 :
Grado GR8 300 04.10/GT ok ok ok Precisely detailed and balanced, but they lack a certain richness ° Open 9 o
Grado GS1000i 1000 10.09/GT 1.8.2.8.8 ¢ For sheer, sonic pleasure these cans are stunning ®  Open 312 :
Grado PS1000 1700 09.11/ST %k %k ok Undoubtedly one of the finest headphones money can buy ® Open 500 m
Grado SR125e 150 12.14/GT  Skokhkk Open, spacious and sturdy. Great performance for the money ®  Open 363 (7]
Grado SR325e 300 09.14/ST ek kk ok Best home on-ears £150-£300, Awards 2014 ® Open 330
Grado SR325is 300 09.11/ST ek k ok ok Besthome on-earheadphones £150+Awards 2011 ® Open 330
Grado SR60i 80 02.10/GT %k %k ok Hugely accomplished and built to last too ® Closed 125
Grado SR80i 100 04.14/GT ok k ok Best home on-ear headphones up to £150, Awards 2013 ® Open 200
Grado iGi 90 01.12/GT 2 2.0.8.2.9 Classyand compact buds ° Closed 12
Harman/Kardon CL 170 09.12/FT ek kk ok Animpressive headphone debut for Harman/Kardon ® Closed 195
KEF M200 150 10.13/FT 2. 8.2.8.¢ They don’t quite set the market alight, but they are worth an audition ° Closed 12
KEF M500 250 11.13/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Asmooth and refined effort from KEF. Needs a touch more excitement ® Closed 208
Klipsch Image One 140 05.11/GT  Hkk*k Perfect forthose who enjoya lot of bass ® Closed 138
Klipsch Image X7i 170 04.13/GT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Klipsch has gone for energy and warmth with the X7is, and it’s an addictive combo ° Closed 16
Klipsch Mode M40 290 02.13/FT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Klipsch’s first noise-cancelling headphones are excellent performers ® Closed ® 356
KlipschX11i 200 11.14/GT  Skokhhk Ifyou are serious about portables then these in-ears need to be on your shortlist ° Closed 10
Logitech UE 9000 300 03.13/GT  hkkk*k Could be more refined, but make up for this with bundles of energy Cosed ® ® 378
Lindy Premium Headphones 75 09.11/ST 2. 2.0.8.¢ Ideal for those unwilling to break the £100 barrier ® Closed 225
Martin Logan Mikros 70 150 04.13/GT 2. 8. 8.8 ¢ Ifyou like your music to be presented with a matter-of-fact approach, these are just the job ° Closed 13
Monster Beats Pro by Dre 350 09.11/ST ok k ok Brilliant at what they do well ® Closed 299
NAD Viso HP50 250 11.13/GT %k ok ok Apromising pair of cans from NAD, but the design lets them down ® Open 453
NAD Viso HP20 130 11.14/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Timing could be tighter but these in-ears are an easy listen ° Closed n/a
Nocs NS400 Titanium 80 01.12/GT ok k ok Still great, but there’s better for the money ° Closed 12
Onkyo ES-HF300 180 10.13/GT ok k ok Apleasant listen, laid-back and amiable ® Closed 240
Oppo PM-1 1100 07.14/FT 2. 2.8.2.0.9 Oppo’s first pair of headphones are a resounding success ®  Open 395
PanasonicRP-HC101 82 04.12/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Nice enough sound but average noise cancelling ® Closed ® 79
Parrot Zik 300 07.13/FT 2. 2.8.8.¢ High-tech headphones that deliver a good performance ® Cosed ® ® 352
Phonak Audeo PFE 022 80 03.11/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Pacey, detailed, insightful and recommended ° Closed e 1
Phiaton MS300 150 02.12/ST %k k ok These over ears deserve careful consideration ® Closed 140
Philips Fidelio L1 230 05.12/FT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Easy going and comfortable ® Closed 272
Philips Fidelio M1 125 10.13/GT 1.8.2.0.8 ¢ Best portable on-ears £100-£200, Awards 2013 ® Closed 166
Philips Fidelio M1MKII 180 05.15/GT >k kkk Best portable on-ears £100-£200, Awards 2014 ® Closed 166
Philips Fidelio M1BT 250 02.14/GT  Skkkkk Bestwireless headphones, Awards 2013 ® Closed ® 500
Philips Fidelio M2BT 185 01.15/GT ok k ok ok Best wireless headphones, Awards 2014 ® Closed ® 1%
Philips Fidelio S1 70 01.14/GT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Smartand non-invasive earphones. We quite like them ° Closed 14
Philips Fidelio X1 200 04.14/GT %k %ok ok Another great set of headphones from Philips ® Open 430
Polk Ultrafocus 8000 260 04.15/GT ok kok An exciting listen, but one that’s a little short on refinement and balance ® Closed ® 340
PSB M4U1 219 11.13/GT ok k ok k Betterthan the M4U2? Close but no cigar ® Closed 340
PSB M4U2 250 04.15/GT 1.8.2.8.8 ¢ PSB’s first pair of headphones make a superb travel companion. Highly recommended ® Closed ® 362
Sennheiser CX880i 90 01.12/GT %k Kok Great sounding in-ears, although there’s a hard edge ° Closed 11
Sennheiser HD 380 Pro 110 02.10/GT 2 2.8.2.¢ Still seriously good headphones, but rivals have caught up ® Closed 220
SennheiserHD25-11lAdidas 190 09.11/ST 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Stylishly excellent all-rounders ® Closed 140
SennheiserHD 558 130 04.14/GT %k ok ok Other headphones are more skilled but these cans have a silky smooth sound ® Open 260
SennheiserHD 598 190 02.12/ST ok ok ok Too well-mannered for our tastes ® Open 270
Sennheiser IE 8i 260 03.11/GT 2 2.8.2.¢ Enjoyable enough, but need a better tonal balance ® Closed 18
Sennheiser IE80 270 02.11/FT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Expensive, but a truly quality option ° Closed 5
Sennheiser IE800 600 09.13/FT ek kk ok Best in-ears £300+, Awards 2014 ° Closed 8
Sennheiser MM 400-X 150 10.12/ST %k %ok ok Bestwireless headphones, Awards 2012 ® Closed ® 105
Sennheiser MM 70s 70 01.14/GT ek %ok ok An unassuming pair of earphones that are never less than engaging ° Closed 13
Sennheiser Momentum 260 11.13/GT ek k ok Best portable on-ears £200-300, Awards 2013 ® Closed 190
Sennheiser Momentum M2IEi 90 02.15/FT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Easily one of best in-ear buds we’ve heard this year ° Closed 16
Sennheiser Momentum On-ears 170 10.13/GT %k Kok Acomfortable pairof cans, just lacking a little presence in the mid-range ® Closed 160
Sennheiser Mom. 2.0 Wireless 380 05.15/FT ek %ok ok Whetheryou’re using a wired or wireless connection, these headphones offer great performance ® Cosed ® ® 260
SennheiserRS 160 115 05.10/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ An exciting, affordable option but tiring over longer periods ® Closed o 2%
Sennheiser RS 180 185 05.10/GT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 These comfortable, wireless headphones justify their premium price ®  Open ® 204
Sennheiser Urbanite 150 12.14/GT 2. 8. 2.8.¢ Stylish but not quite as expressive when it comes to sound ®  Open 260
Sennheiser Urbanite XL 200 05.15/GT >k k*k XLinterms of size, their relaxed, unfussy approach to sound makes for a good option ® Closed 313
SennheiserX320 70 10.12/ST 2. 8.2.8.0.9 The bestXbox gaming headphones we’ve heard so far ® Closed 280
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HiFi & Home Cinema Specialists

Trade up to the Curve

Buy a selected Samsung Curved UHD TV
from Superfi and get £300 for your old TV* N -.
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Systems

Multi-purpose Mini System
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HEOS at Superfi

order the H
HEOS GoPack
first HEOS Link

HEOS GoPack: £79.00
£35.50 when ordered
with the HEOS 1

HEOS Link: £299.00

-

Introducing HEOS by Denon.
The evolution of multi-room sound.

£9gg® ll

Wireless Speakers

NEW at Superfi

7.2 Channel Networked
Home Cinema Receiver
Sony STRDN1060

DUR PRICE:

£433"

Compact Floor
Standing Speakers
Tannoy Revolution XT6F

[

Wireless Bluetooth Speaker
Audio Pro Addon T9

™

"W )

HHP - -
S s 00 . ® . o

£149* -
Portable Wireless Hi-Fi Speaker
B&W T7 e obetad
OUR PRICE:

£293"

In-store Promotion

FREE NEXT WORK!NG DAY
DELIVERY" SUI

*By redemption, Offerends 31 July 20156,

Soundbar
Dali Kubik One

OUR PRICE:

£799"

Bookshelf Speakers
Monitor Audio Bronze 2

OUR PRICE:

£280"

Headphones/Earphones

Over-ear Stereo Headphones
Sennheiser Momentum M2

ek

QUR PRICE

£263° £373°

Headphones
AKG K451

WIRELESS
RSION

CALL OR CHECK ONLINE
FOR LATEST PRICE

Noise Cancelling ARP: £139.95

Portable Headphones SAVE:£70.00
Goldring NS1000
Expedition
FHAT 1Y)
ool

Digital Surround
Wireless Headphones
Sony MDRHW700DS

OURPRICE

£349*

Earphones
Sony MDR-EX650APT

— Rk Ak
NOWEMBER 201

CALL OR CHECK ONLINE
FORLATEST PRICE

Superfi Audio

OUR PRICE:

£173"

W["]tj"

ALGLET 2013

Bluetooth DAB/FM Radios
Pure Evoke Mio D2 and D4
includes FREE ChargePAK and colour
trim with every purchase®

OUR PRICE:

£119*

Wireless Speaker
with Airplay
Audio Pro Allroom
Air One

RRP: £498.00

£219"

Visit us in-store. You'll find each
demonstrations and installation

Speaker Cable
Superfi XT by QED
Our price:

® £4.95 per metre
® Plugs not included

Superfi Audio
by QED

Qur price:

= 0.6m: £39.95
B Im: £44.95
= 2m: £59.95
= 3m: £7495

bran

£ 105 Vicar Lane
: ON3 2449075

5? Slrﬁ-al‘lbrooﬁ Queensway
01216312675

Z?i;r-iigh Street
: 01522520265

22 Sadler Gate
01332360303

 2-4 Camden High Street
: 02073881300

' 54 Bridge Street
01618351156

iS Mafkéf Street
i Ons 941 2137

68-?0 i;'cr\&er Hillgate
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Stereo systems | Headphones

HEADPHONES continued

Product

£70 and above
Shure SE425
Shure SE846
Shure SRH1540
Shure SRH1840
Sony MDR-1R
Sony MDR-1A
Sony XBA-2iP
SoundMagic HP100
Thinksound ts02+mic
Ultrasone HFI-580
Ultrasone HFI-780
V-moda Crossfade M-80
V-moda Remix Remote

AWARD WINNER
Denon D-M39DAB
Awards 2014: Best music system up to £400

Product

Up to £500
Denon CEOL Piccolo
Denon CEOLRCD-N8
Denon D-M39DAB
Onkyo CR-N755
Panasonic SC-PMX9DB
Pioneer X-HM70
Yamaha MCR-232
Yamaha R-N500

£500 and above
Cabasse Stream3
Cambridge Audio MinxXi
Cyrus Lyric09
HRT Stage

Linn Akurate Exakt/Akudorik

Linn Majik DSM
Marantz M-CR610
McIntosh MXA70
Pioneer P1DAB
Ruark Audio R4i
SonoroSTEREO
Sony CMT-G2BNiP
TEACCR-H700DAB

128 wwwwhathifi.com

200
950
430
500
210
170
130
150
90

160
160
70

Stereosystems

Tested

04.13/GT
06.14/FT
10.14/FT
06.12/FT
02.13/GT
05.15/GT
11.12/FT
02.12/FT
02.13/FT
11.10/GT
02.12/ST
10.12/ST
12.10/GT

Verdict

ok ke k
b2 2.2.2.¢
b2 2.2.2.¢
1.8 8.2.2.1
ok kk
Kok %k K
BR800
ok ke k
Jok ok k
Kok %k K
b2 2.0,
2222
ok k

Best in-ears £150-£300, Awards 2014

The most capable in-ears we’ve heard

Best home on-ears £300+, Awards 2014

Not cheap, but worth every penny

Detailed and airy, but need more kick

Afew niggles aside, these stylish and comfy cans bear up to closerinspection
Bestin-ears £120-£200, Awards 2012

Sparkling detail, spacious character

Eco-friendly buds provide a clear sound and a clearer conscience
Not class-leading, but still worthy of consideration

Bigand bold, and offer excitement in spades

Good-looking and great fun, with lots of bass

Smooth and enjoyable sounding buds

This category includes a wide range of products including all-in-one packages where the speakers
are part of the system, through to micro systems where the electronics are housed separately
from the speakers. A streaming option is available on many newer systems.

260
350
310
300
450
350
300
350

850
600
3000
1200
17500
2965
435
5995
550
599
500
500
550

Tested

03.13/FT
02.14/FT
12.13/GT
Aw.12/FT
12.13/GT
03.12/GT
12.13/GT
03.15/FT

07.13/FT
01.14/FT
01.14/FT
08.14/FT
03.15/FT
02.13/FT
11.13/FT
02.15/FT
07.13/FT
07.11/FT
06.15/FT
04.12/FT
10.11/GT

Verdict

188221
Ra2.2.0.¢
kkkk
1 8. 8.2.2 .1
ok kk
ok %k K
okkk
ok ke k

B2 2.2.¢
Re2.2.2.2.¢
L8822
b2 2.2.2.¢
BR800
Ra2.2.2.¢
L8822,
Kok kK
odkokkk
b2 2.2.2.¢
>k ok ok
b2 2.1
Jokkk

Awards 2014: Best music system £400-£800

PRODUCT OF THEYEAR
Cambridge Audio Minx Xi

No matterwhat the source, the CEOL Piccolo will play all your musicin superb style

An attractive option ifyou’re looking for a compact system that does a bit of everything
Best music system up to £400, Awards 2014

Best networked micro system, Awards 2012

Well-featured but its laid-back sound makes it a solid buy

Not flawless, but gets much right

Harsh treble docks it a star but it’s an impressively compact micro system

Stacked with features, the R-N500 is good value for money

Hardware is great but the app needs developing

Best music system £400-£800, Awards 2014. Product of the Year
Best music system £1500+, Awards 2014

Limited inputs and a low-rent feel, but judged on sound alone and it’s fantastic
Ahighly capable package in which the Akurdorik speakers excel
Athoughtfully designed system and a pleasure to use

Best music system £400-£800, Awards 2013

An expensive but desirable system

Great sound fora sensible price

Best all-in-one music system, Awards 2012

Asteady, laudable attempt at an all-in-one solution

Asolid performerin every respect

Great- but not a total all-rounder

D

In-ear

Streaming

On-ear

Type

Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed

Closed

® Closed

Open

® Closed

AWARD WINNER
Cyruslyric09
Awards 2014: Best music system £1500+

Internet Radio

DAB
M

Closed

Noise cancelling

e e 0o 0 0 o o e 0o 06 06 0 0 0 o Analogue inputs

Wireless

Digitalinputs

Weight (g)

36

286

268

240

225

228

285

285

200

Headphone out
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ALL-IN-ONE SYSTEMS

ExE Surroundsystems

This category includes a wide variety of systems. Most include a disc drive and now tend to
E feature video and music streaming capabilities. The speakers supplied tend to either be small
satellite designs, or towers that usually provide greater scale and sonic authority.

Blu-ray
3DBlu-ray
Streaming
Opticalin
HDMIin
Channels

Product f Tested Verdict 2

Up to £500

Panasonic SC-BTT460 350 06.13/FT 2. 2.0.8.¢ No HDMIinputs but still a cracking system ° 10 51
Philips HTS5563 400 08.12/GT %k %k ok Asuperbudget solution oo o 1 2 51
Pioneer BCS-SC626 400 01.12/GT * ok ok Great features, with tough competition ° ° 2 2 21
QAcoustics Q-TV2 150 11.09/FT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Agreatway of boosting poor sound on your TV 10 21
Samsung HT-E5530 450 08.12/GT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Plenty of bang foryour bucks o 0o 0 12 51
£500-£1000

Harman-Kardon BDS-570 750 04.12/FT 2. 2.0.8.¢ Compactand ultimately convenient e 0o 0 2 3 51
LG BH8220B 600 08.12/GT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Abit pricey, buta good performer o 0o 0 12 51
LG BH9520TW 600 11.12/FT %k ok Packed with features but a little pricey ° ° 12 91
PanasonicSC-BTT590 500 08.12/GT Yk %ok ok An excellent all-in-one Blu-ray system o 0o 0 1 2 51
Sony BDV-N7100W 600 09.13/FT ek kk ok Best cinema system, Awards 2013 e 0o o 1 2 51
Sony BDV-N5200W 500 AW.14/FT ek kk ok Best cinema system, Awards 2014 e 0o o 12 51
£1000 and above

Harman-Kardon BDS 477 1100 01.13/FT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Ajackofall trades that’s pretty good e o o 0 3 21

[Ey[E Soundbars & Soundbases

One-box speaker systems that include amplification, and are a great alternative to a full-on home cin-
ema package if you don’t have much space. Soundbases have emerged as alternatives in the market,
a one-box unit that can sit beneath and support your television.

Saseqpunos @ sJeqpuUNos | swajsAs punoiins

Theshortlist

AWARD WINNER AWARD WINNER

Philips HTL5140 QAcoustics Media4 Yamaha YSP-2500
Awards 2014: Best soundbar up to £300 Awards 2014: Best soundbar £300 to £600 Awards 2014: Best soundbar £600+
E 5 = %'g
S5 3= £ Sg
Product £ Tested Verdict 2552 S S
Up to £2000
Arcam Solo bar 800 03.15/FT 2. 2.0.8.¢ An ambitious soundbar that doesn’t quite match the audio performance of its peers 411 13x100x11
Bose Solo 15 Soundstage 400 06.15/ST %k Kok Asoundbase with a big, bold sound 001 1 ® 86336
Bowers & Wilkins Panorama2 1650 09.13/GT 28,284 Animprovement on the original ® 310 13x110x18
Cambridge Audio Minx TV 200 02.14/ST 2.8, 2.8.0.9 Asoundbase that delivers an exciting sound at a great price 010 8x43x38
Cambridge Audio TV2 200 06.15/ST ok k ok Best soundbase up to £300, Awards 2014 01 0 @ 12x53x33
Cambridge Audio TV5 250 06.15/ST %k %k k Aprice reduction has made this soundbase an excellent budget buy 001 0 ® 10x73x34
Canton DM 50 400 09.14/GT Yk %ok ok With gorgeous sound and looks, the DM 50 justifies its price 0011 6.5X54.5x30
CantonDM 75 450 06.15/ST ok k ok Best soundbase £300+, Awards 2014 01 1 @ 7x73x32
Canton DM 90.2 1100 09.13/GT ok k ok Thunderous sound but needs a bit more refinement ® 0 2 2 15x90x30
Dali Kubik One 800 01.15/FT 2. 8.8.8.8.4 Dali’s first soundbar s another resounding success 0 2 0 ® 159810
Focal Dimension 800 01.15/ST Yk %ok ok Abold move that pays off handsomely. Spectacular 110 12x116x12
Geneva Model Cinema 550 06.15/ST 2 2.0.8.2.9 Class and quality in spades; this is the best soundbase money can buy 001 1 ® 1037035
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ALL-IN-ONE SYSTEMS

g R B
8 Product £ Tested Verdict g E 8 %g‘g é gé
n Up to £2000
u JBLCinema Base 300 01.15/FT ok Kok Delivers a good sound atan appealing price 010 10x60x40
: Klipsch R-20B 700 02.15/FT 2. 2.8.2.1 Agood soundbarwith a powerful sound. Rivals edge it out on balance and detail, though ® 01 0 ® 10x1027
: Sony HT-XT1 230 06.15/ST 2 2.8.8.1 Lacks refinement but counters with a punchy sound 310 7x72x31
o JBLCinema SB200 200 03.14/ST 2. 2.8.8.1 Avery good single-bar solution to boost your TV sound 010 12x90x10
m JBLCinema SB 350 350 12.14/ST ok Kok Stiff competition prevents this immersive sounding soundbar from getting five stars ®e 110 8x100x6
“ JBLCinema SB400 450 06.13/ST 2.8, 2.8.¢ Agood-looking, capable alternative to TV speakers ® 310 10x110x6
m LGNB3520A 250 01.13/GT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Impressive quality and authority for a soundbar ® 020 8x100x5
™ LGNB3530A 190 03.14/ST 2. 2.8.0.¢ An admirable and attractive soundbar from LG, but it’s up against fierce competition ® 020 71x95x50
ﬂ LG NB4530A 300 06.13/ST 2.8, 8. .84 Best soundbar up to £400, Awards 2013 ® 110 8x104x4
n Libratone Diva 650 01.15/ST 2. 2.8.2.1 Connection issues aside, this is a strong one-box system with streaming options aplenty ° 010 16x99x10
v Maxell MXSP-SB3000 220 02.14/ST 2. 2.8.8.1 An enjoyable performerwith some impressive features 3011 8x94x39
: Monitor Audio ASB-2 800 01.15/ST 2. 2.8.8.1 Still great but new competition takes its toll ° 31 1 @ 101x19x17
: Orbitsound M9 300 06.13/ST 1 2.2.8.8.¢ Given its size, the M9 is an impressive performer ® 010 9x30x10
8 Philips HTL5120 250 03.14/ST ok ¥k ok Astonking soundbar foronly £250 210 15x101x8
i Philips HTL5140 270 12.14/FT %k ok ok Best soundbar up to £300, Awards 2014 ® 110 5x105x7
m Philips HTL9100 600 Aw.13/FT %k k ok Best soundbar £400-£800, Awards 2013 ® 2 11 7x103x16
b Pioneer SBX-N700 250 12.14/GT 2.8, 8. .84 Atalented subwoofer with an exhaustive feature set. And now with a price cut ® ®0 20 9x90x12
w PolkAudio N1 200 12.14/GT  okkk Asizeable soundbarwith an appealing sound 001 1 10x99x11
z QAcoustics Media 4 400 08.14/FT 0. 8.8.8.0.¢ Best soundbar £300-£600, Awards 2014.Product of the Year 0 1 0 @ 11x14x100
m Samsung HW-H550 310 12.14/ST 2. 2.8.8.1 Asoundbar that combines decent design with good performance ® 110 6x94x6
(0 Sandstrem S42SWLH13 150 03.14/ST %k Kk Agreat-looking soundbarwith plenty of connections ® 210 11x90x5
m Sonos Playbar 600 01.15/ST ok ¥k ok Animpressive soundbar that produces fantastic surround sound ® 010 9X90x14
% Tannoy BaseStation One 350 09.14/GT Sk *k Tannoy’s first soundbase may not be a class-leader, but it has a great sound 10 ® 12x64x36
w Toshiba SB3950M1 190 12.14/ST 2 2.8.0.1 Nails the basics of sound quality and user-friendliness ® 2 1 0 ® 9906
z Yamaha SRT-1000 300 06.15/ST %k Kk There’s a lot to like but the excitement levels could use a boost 02 1 @ 87837
YamahaYAS-201 350 06.13/ST ok ok Avery good soundbar but not worthy of being a class-leader ® 3 21 14x43x35
YamahaYSP-1400 400 05.14/GT 282,80 Brings big sound to a smaller budget 0 1 1 ® 10x100x13
Yamaha YSP-2200 800 10.11/GT %k k ok Best soundbar, Awards 2012 ® 3 21 9x89x12
Yamaha YSP-2500 800 01.15/ST 2.8, 8. 8.8 .4 Best soundbar £600+, Awards 2014 ® 1 2 1 @ 794
Mediaservers
EEE
These have hard drives built in. Go for the largest storage possible as
E that leaves room for future expansion of your music and video library.
2> 55 392 £ = o S
Product £ Tested Verdict FS 2882888 &5 2
Up to £3000
Lacie Lacinema ClassicHD 190 04.10/GT 2. 8.8.8.8.4 As good as Apple TV, this needs to be auditioned B 1 1 0 0 03 21/92 ®
Microsoft Xbox 360 (250GB) 200 01.11/FT 2.8, 2.8.¢ Now an appealing media hub as well 2568 1 1 0 0 0 0 3 ® 16/48

w World of Audio

nd allery has the finest

VWake up

to streaming!

01494 531682

rribe, Bucks

B5 Castle Street, |
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NETWORK SYSTEMS

S2 2553538 =B
TESESsE%sE = 5 K
Product £ Tested Verdict Es 285888885 &5 2 n
Netgear EVA9000 190 04.10/GT Yk kK Needs better sound and Apple TV-like usability 50068 1 110 00 2 ® 2492 ® I~
Olive 4HD 2150 02.10/FT Yk kK This is 21st-century hi-fi atits best 2B 1110 01 1 ® 24192 m
Raumfeld 3Raumfeld 1680 Aw.10/FT 2.8.8.8.0 ¢ Afabulous product to make Sonos sweat 16068 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 ® 24/% 8
=g
ExzE Mediastreamers 3
1 = a
These access the music or video files you have stored on your network. —
E Check for file compatibility and decent control apps that improve usability. z
("]
. e
522:55.3 Iz o
Product £ Tested Verdict é § g % ;‘1 § E § gg § ﬂ
Up to £500 -
Amazon FireTV 80 01.15/FT 2. 2.0.8.¢ Agreat streaming media player... ifyou’re an Amazon customer 11000 0 0 ® 16/48 m
Amazon Fire TV Stick 35 06.15/FT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Like the Fire TV this is a great streamer. Super speedy, too 10000 0 0 ® 16/48 m
AppleTV 80 03.15/GT >k k% Alimited but likeable streamer from Apple 11000 00 ® 16/48 5
Bluesound Node 400 05.15/GT %k k ok Best streamer up to £600, Awards 2014 00000 0 1 @ 24192 Q
Cabasse Stream Source 300 05.15/GT % kk*k Adecent streamer ata more-than-fair price, but the competitioninthisareaisfierce 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 ® 24/% ;
Google Chromecast 30 03.15/GT ek k ok ok Aneat and effective media streamer that’s an absolute bargain 10000 00 ® 16/48
NowTV 10 03.15/GT 2. 8. 8.8 ¢ Still offers great value for money but rivals have the edge overit 10000 00 ® 16/48
PureJongo T2 130 11.13/FT ok kok Cheaperthan Sonos but comes with a few niggles 0000000 ® 16/48
QED uPlay Stream 150 03.14/FT 2. 2.0.8.1 Ahandy device that boasts decent sound and good features 00000 00 ® 2419
Roku 2XS 100 06.12/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Afamily friendly streamer 10000 0 1 ® 16/48
Roku 3 100 03.15/GT 1. 8.8.8.8 ¢ Expensive, but good features and speedy operation make this a winner 10000 01 ® 16/48 ®
Roku Streaming Stick 40 03.15/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Not the smoothest streaming stick around, but Roku’s effort is a great try 10000 00 ® 16/48
Sonos Play 3 259 12.11/ST 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Acracking little performer 00000 00 ® 16441
Sonos Play 5 349 12.11/ST 2. 2.0.8.2.9 An ideal one-box network player 00000 00 ® 16/441
£500-£1000
Bluesound Powernode 600 10.14/FT 2.8.2.8.0.9 Asuperb way for hi-fi fans and audiophiles to get their high-res kicks 00000 00 ® 2419
Camb. Audio Stream Magic 6 700 08.12/FT ko k ok Best streamer £600-£1000, Awards 2013 001101 1 1 @ 249
Camb.Audio Stream Magic 6V2 700 05.15/GT ok ok ok Best streamer £600-£1000, Awards 2014. Product of the Year 001101 1 1 @ 249
Pioneer N-50A 500 05.15/GT ok ok ok The excellent N-50 again, this time better than ever 001101 1 1 @ 24192
Rotel RT-09 650 04.11/FT * ok k Does a lot but not all of it to the standard we’d like 001101 1 1 @ 2419
£1000 and above
Bryston BDP-1 2350 06.11/FT %k ok Atrue hi-fi media player 001101 03 24/192
Cyrus Stream Xa 1250 05.15/GT 2. 2.2.0.0 ¢ Best streamer £1000 - £1500, Awards 2014 00102 3 1 @ 24192
Cyrus Stream XP 2000 12.11/ST ok k ok k Best streamer £1000-£2500, Awards 2011 00 10 2 3 1 @ 2419
Cyrus Streamline 1600 08.11/GT 1.8.2.8.8 ¢ Best streaming system up to £2000, Awards 2011 00102 3 1 ® 219
Cyrus Stream XP2-Qx 2010 Aw.12/FT %k %ok ok Best streaming system £1500+, Awards 2014 00102 3 1 @ 2419
Linn Kiko 2500 10.12/FT 2. 8.8.8. 08 ¢ Best musicsystem £1500+, Awards 2013 100 4 1 0 0 @ 24192
Linn Majik DS-1 2500 02.10/FT 2. 2.0.8.¢ Gives a glimpse of the music-streaming future 111 41 10 @ 24192
Naim NAC-N 172 XS 1650 Aw.12/FT 1. 2.8.8.8 ¢ Best streamer £1000-£2000, Awards 2013 0200 2 2 1 ® 24192
Naim ND5XS 1950 01.12/ST %k kK Athrillingly musical music streamer 001 100 01 ® 2419
Naim NDS/555PS 12620 12.12/FT 0 2.8.8.¢.4 Engaging sound, bags of detail and many features 00100 01 ® 219
Naim NDX 2995 07.11/FT ek k k Best streamer £2500+, Awards 2011 001 100 1 1 ® 24192
NaimUniti 2670 12.11/ST 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Best streaming system £2000+, Awards 2011 0000 3 2 1 ® 2419
NaimUniti 2 2795 11.12/FT %k %k ok Uniti continues to lead the market at this price 00003 2 1 ® 2419
Naim UnitiLite 1650 12.12/FT ok ok ok UnitiLite hits the streaming sweet spot 00003 2 1 ® 2419
Naim UnitiQute 2 1195 09.13/FT ek k ok Best music system £800-£1500, Awards 2014 00102 2 1 @ 3219
Pioneer N-70A 1000 05.15/GT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Acontenderthat delivers the goods but still comes up a bit short 001101 13 32/384
Pixel Magic Lumin 5000 02.14/FT 2. 8. 2.8 ¢ Afine playerthat leads the field in terms of file compatibility 10100 02 24/192
Sony HAP-Z1ES 2000 02.14/FT %k kK Asmartly designed, superb-sounding piece of hi-fi 00000 00 ® 2419

“How does the Naim NDX sound? In a word, excellent”
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DIGITAL TV BOXES | MUSIC & VIDEO PLAYERS

7))
N EmE Set-topboxes
_8 F -4  Freeview_ _Large choice of digital TV channels via a rooftop aerial
E Freesat Much like Freeview, but takes signal from a satellite dish
g- *  Subscription Services from Sky and Virgin give a vast array of premium content
)
. .8
3 2= ] ,523 .
> v £ =5 "=
m Product f Tested Verdict E E Z g E E E g § E
— Upto £500
m Humax DTR-T2000 200 11.14/FT 2. 8.8.8.8.¢ Best Freeview HD recorder, Awards 2014 ° ® 2 50 1 @
a Humax DTRT1010 (500GB) 230 Aw.13/FT 0 2.0.8.8.¢ Best Freeview HD recorder, Awards 2013 ® 2 500 1
> Humax HD-FOXT2 100 07.10/GT 0. 8.8.8.8 1 Best Freeview HD receiver, Awards 2011 ° 1 nfa 1
m Humax HDR-1000S (500GB) 220 01.13/FT ok ¥k ok Best Freesat recorder, Awards 2013 ° 2 500 1
_n Icecrypt 72400 (2TB) 330 01.12/FT %k %k Loads of storage, but could do with more features ° 2 2B 1
Samsung STB-E7500 270 09.12/FT k% k ok One ofthe best, most flexible, Freeview HD TV recorders ° 2 500 1 @
.2 Sky+HD 2TB 250 Aw.13/FT 0.2.0.8.0.¢ Best subscription service, Awards 2014. Product of the Year ° 2 1B 1
(7] Sony SVR-HDT1000 300 12.11/GT 2.2.2.8.1 One toappeal to the *biggeris better’ crowd ° 2 1B 1
E Virgin MediaTiVo 200 06.11/FT Yok %ok ok Best cable recorder, Awards 2011 ° 3 1B 1 @
-
% Portablemusicplayers
L] A category of products that has been put under increasing pressure by the rise of the ubiquitous
[ smartphone. At the most basic level it will be a standard music player that can be used in the gym.
g Higher-end machines will add video, internet browsing and apps as well.
o E g E o
v v £ ¢ B %E
b g 2 ¥ 5 &g
(M Product £ Tested Verdict - g 2 &2
|
a Upto £1000
m Acoustic Research M2 900 06.15/FT 22,821 Expensive, but thisis the best high-res player we’ve heard so far 5 720x1280 64 137x71x15
F Astell & Kern AK100 MKl 700 04.14/GT 22,88 ¢ Afew design issues maravery talented performer 25 320x240 32 79x59x15
AppleiPod Nano 16GB (2012) 130 01.13/FT Jk ok k ok Asimple, attractive, music-playing wonder 25 2400240 16 77X40x5
Apple iPod Shuffle 2GB 40 12.11/GT  Hokokkk Simple and brilliantly effective nfa nfa 2 30x30x10
AppleiPodTouch 64GB (2012) 330 12.12/FT 2. 8.8.8.0.4 BestiPod Touch so far, but it’s fast becoming niche 4 1136x640 64 @ 123x59x6
CowonZ2 200 Aw.12/FT 2. 8.8.8 ¢ Agreat music player with good sound and flexible storage 37 800x480 16 @ 116x63x12
Fii0X5 290 08.14/GT e kok Kk Abulky design gives way to a strong, if not outstanding music player 24 400x360  nfa 114x68x16
iBasso DX50 200 08.14/GT Jkok ok Enjoyable and affordable. Howeverit’s not the last word in sound quality 1 96x96 8 60x40x20
SanDisk Sansa Clip+ 8GB 40 12.11/GT  Skokokokk AworthyApple alternative 24 3200240 8 10x64x17
Sony NWZ-A15 170 12.14/FT 2.2.8.8 ¢ Agood place to start ifyou’re looking to get into hi-res 22 3201240 16 109x44x9
Sony NWZ-ZX1 550 04.14/GT Yk kk Aseriouslyimpressive first attempt ata premium high-res audio player 4 85480 128 @ 123x61x16
@i Tablets
Android Offers great flexibility and innovation
E Apple iOS Fantastic ease of use; massive choice of quality apps
Windows New kid on the block. Watch this space
Product f Tested Verdict 8 Eg § g g 5 E
Up to £600
Amazon Kindle Fire HD 16GB 160 04.13/GT 2 2.8.8.1 A great option for those looking for a user-friendly tablet Android ~ ® 1280x800  16/32  193x137x10
Amazon Kindle Fire HDX 7 200 01.14/FT ok k ok An excellent tablet but Android fans might find it a little restrictive Android @ 7 1920x1200 16/32/64 186x128x9
Amazon Kindle Fire HDX 8.9 330 01.15/GT >k k*k Astrong performer but the Kindle Fire still feels a little restrictive Android @ 89 2560x1600 16/32/64 231x158x8
Asus VivoTab ME400 400 04.13/GT b 8. 2.8.¢ Aconvincing rival to the Microsoft Surface in the Windows 8 space Windows8 @ 101 1366x768  32/64  263x171x10
Apple iPad Mini 64GB Wi-Fi 430 04.13/GT 2 2.8.8.2.9 Apple hits the bullseye. Again i0s ® 79 1024x768 16/32/64 200x135x7
Apple iPad Mini/Retinadisplay 320 01.14/ST 2. 2.8.8.2.9 An absolutely superb tablet that shows its rivals how it’s done i0$ ® 7.9 2048x1536 16/32/64 200x135x7
AppleiPad mini 3 320 01.15/GT 2. 2.8.8.8.4 Little in the way of updates, butit’s still the 8in tablet to be reckoned with ~ios ® 79 2048x1536 16/64/128 200x135x7
AppleiPad 4 16GB Wi-Fi 400 04.13/GT Sk hkhk Best tablet over 8in, Awards 2013 i0s ® 97 2048x1536 16/32/64 240x190x9
AppleiPad Air 400 01.14/FT 2. 2.2.0.0.¢ Best tablet over 8in, Awards 2014. Product of the Year i0S ® 97 2048x1536 16/32/64 240x170x8
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s o8z 22 By
I B LA

Product Tested Verdict g 22 § g g g E E

AppleiPadAir2 400 12.14/FT 1 .8.0.8.8¢ An excellent tablet with an unrivalled user experience i0S ® 97 2048x1536 16/64/128 240x170x6 w

Asus Eee Pad Transformer Prime 500 07.12/FT %k %ok k Aslim and smart tablet that we love Android ® 101 1280x800  16/32  181x263x8 a

AsusTransformer Pad Infinity 600 04.13/GT  >kkk*k Avery capable iPad alternative and one of the best android tablets Android 101 1900x1200  32/64  263x181x9 —

Google Nexus 7 160 04.13/GT ko k k Besttablet up to £300, Awards 2012 Android ® ® 7 1280x800  16/32  199x120x11 m

Google Nexus 7 (2013) 200 10.14/GT 2. 8. 8.8.8.9 Best tablet up to 8in, Awards 2014 Android @ 7 1920x1200  16/32  200x114x9

Google Nexus 10 319 01.13/FT %k %k ok Great performance and price: a real iPad-botherer Android @ 10 2560x1060  16/32  264x178x9 5

LG G Pad 260 01.14/ST 2. 8.2.8.¢ Looks the part but struggles against its price rivals Android @ 83 1920x1200 16  216x127x8 g

Samsung Galaxy Note 10.1 450 02.14/FT ok kk Agreatscreenthat’s let down by a cluttered interface Android ® 101 2500x1600 16/32/64 171x243x8 [ o

Samsung GalaxyTab27.0 160 04.13/GT 2. 2.0.0.¢ Find it for the right price and it’s a capable all-rounder Android ® 7 1024x600 /16  190x120x10 u

Samsung GalaxyTab S 8.4 320 01.15/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ The best tablet we’ve tested from Samsung so far Android ® 84 2560x1600  16/32  213x126x7 =

SonyXperiaTabletS 330 04.13/FT ok kk Plenty of potential, but there are niggles Android ® 94 12806800  16/32  240x170x10 o

Sony Xperia Tablet Z 399 06.13/FT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Sonyfans will love it, but there are tablets out there for less money Android @ 101 1920x1200  16/32  172x266x69 :

Sony Xperia TabletZ2 400 08.14/FT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Another solid effort, but doesn’t do quite enough against the iPad Android ® 101 1920x1200  16/32  172x266x64 g

Sony XperiaZ3 Tablet Compact 330 08.14/FT %k kK Asuperb tablet that’s terrificwith musicand video Android ® ® 8  1920x1200  16/32  213x124x6

Tesco Hudl 2 130 01.15/FT %k k There’s little to grumble about at this price, a nifty budget tablet Android 83 1920x1200 16  128x224x9

EidiE Smartphones
Android Offers great flexibility and innovation
m Apple i0S Fantastic ease of use; massive choice of quality apps
Windows New kid on the block. Watch this space

A S

Product Tested Verdict g 22 § é g £ :_é,

AppleiPhone 55 Aw.13/FT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Best smartphone, Awards 2013 i0S ® 40 1136x640 16/32/64 124x59x8

AppleiPhone 6 Aw.14/FT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Best phone up to 5in, Awards 2014. Product of the Year 0S ® @ 47 1334x750 16/32/128 138x67x7

Apple iPhone 6 Plus 12.14/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Abig-screen phone from Apple, but the sound disappoints 0S ® ® 55 1920x1080 16/64/128 158x78x7

Google Nexus 5 07.14/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Adecentall-rounder but new rivals have bettered it Android ® 495 1920x1080  16/32  138x69x9

Google Nexus 6 03.15/FT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Acompelling phone but biggerisn’t necessarily better with the Nexus 6 Android ® 596 1440x2560  32/64  160x83x10

HTCOne 07.13/GT ko k ok Sets the bar high for smartphonesin 2013 Android ® 47 1080x1920 32 137x68x9

HTC One (M8) 07.14/GT 1.8.2.0.8 ¢ Improves considerably on is predecessor. Does very little wrong Andoid ® @ 5 1920x1080 32 146x71x9

HTC One Max 05.14/ST ok kok Afine performer but could make better use of its bigger screen Andoid @ @ 59 19201080  16/32  165x82x10

HTCOne X+ 01.13/ST ok kok Wellworth considering: good for musicand ajoyto use Android 47 1280x720  32/64  134x70x9

HTC8S 07.13/GT ok ok k Capable and fun, if feature-light Windows ® 47  800x480 4 121x63x10

LG Optimus L5 11 07.13/GT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Not a thrilling phone but the user experience is good Android 40 800x433 4 118x62x9

LGG2 07.14/GT 2. 8. 2.8 ¢ Alittle outdated but stillaworthy contender Andoid ® @ 52 1920x1080  16/32  139x71x9

LGG3 12.14/FT * ok k ok Still an excellent phone even if newcomers have bettered it Android @ @ 5.5  1440x2560  16/32  146x75x9

LG GFlex 05.14/FT ok k ok Allthe pros of the G2, but with a low-res screen Android ® @ 6  1280x720 32 161x82x8

Motorola Moto X (2014) 12.14/GT 2.8, 8.8.8.4 Little in the way of flashy features but one of the best phones of 2014 Android ® @ 52 1920x1080  16/32  141x72x10

Nokia Lumia 920 07.13/GT %k k*k Apromising start for Nokia’s flapship Windows ® 45  1280x768 32 130x71x11

Nokia Lumia 925 09.13/FT ok kok The best Windows Phone yet Windows ® 45 1280x768  16/32  129x71x9

Nokia Lumia 930 11.14/FT ok k ok We’d like more apps but this is (again) the best Windows effort we’ve seen  windows ® ® 5 1920x1080 32 137x71x10

Nokia Lumia 1520 05.14/ST 2. 2.8.8.¢ Apps still disappoint but this is the best Windows Phone yet Windows ® @ 6 1920x1080 32 163x85x9

OppoN1 05.14/ST %k kok Quirky and flexible, this is a great effort from a promising brand Andoid @ @ 59 1920x1080  16/32  171x83x9

Samsung Galaxy Note 07.12/ST 2 2.8.2.¢ Ahybrid between a smart phone and a tablet Android 529 1280x800  16/32  147x83x10

Samsung Galaxy Note Il 01.13/ST 2. 2.0.8.¢ Massive screen, massive battery, very tempting Android 5.55  1280x720  16/32/64 151x81x9

Samsung Galaxy Note Il 05.14/ST 2. 2.0.8.2.9 The original phablet, updated and still the best Andoid ® @ 57 1920x1080 32 151x80x8

Samsung Galaxy Note 4 12.14/GT  Skokkkk The fourth iteration of the Galaxy Note and it’s the best one yet Android @ @ 57 1440x2560  16/32  154x79x9

Samsung Galaxy S Il 08.12/FT 2. 2.8.8.2.9 Best smartphone, Awards 2012 Android 48 1280x720 1632 137x71x9

Samsung Galaxy S4 07.13/GT 2. 2.0.8.¢ Better than its predecessor but not as good as its rivals Android @ @ 5.0 1920x1080 16/32/64 137x70x8

Samsung Galaxy S5 07.14/GT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Animprovement on the S4, but not radical enough Android @ @ 5.1 1920x1080  16/32  142x73x8

Samsung Galaxy S6 Edge 06.15/FT %k %k k Afew minor complaints can’t marwhatis a truly excellent handset Andoid ® @ 5.1 2560x1440  32/64  149x76x10

SonyXperiaT 01.13/ST ok k ok Astrong all-rounder for musicand movie lovers Android 455 1280x720 16 129x67x9

Sony XperiaZ 07.13/GT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Atriumph for Sony - one capable of taking the fight to Google Andoid ® @ 5 1920x1080 16  139x71x8

Sony XperiaZ1 03.14/FT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Sonyfans will love it, a speedy, sleek and impressive smartphone Andoid ® @ 5 1920x1080 16 144x74x9

Sony XperiaZ2 07.14/GT Sk kkk The phone to beatin 2014. Outstanding Android @ @ 52 19201080 16  147x73x8

SonyXperiaZ3 12.14/GT 2. 8.2.8.0.9 Best phone 5in+, Awards 2014 Android @ @ 52 1920x1080 16 146x72x7
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ADVERTISEMENT

Recorded music is at
a crossroads

The format in which you listen to your music could be undermining the quality of your hi-fi system

For those of us that
consider themselves a
music lover, albeit to
different degrees, we are
part of a very fortunate
generation. We now
have access to an ever-
growing wealth of
recorded music of
extraordinary range and
depth, effectively
accumulated over the
last 80 years. With the
introduction of the
microgroove LP record
in the early 1950's,
playback quality took a
guantum leap forward
and this also coincided
with a far higher
standard of recording
technigques. Although
further improvements
have been made over
the years, this was a
watershed time that first
introduced hi-fi as a
reality.

We now have literally
millions of recorded
music tracks available
to us in all genres and many different
formats. One trend over recent years,
however, has been to deliberately
downgrade the quality in order to offer
quantity. The main culprits have been
MP3 and AAC formats which were
designed as a low cost form of delivery
when download speeds were slow and
computer chip memory was expensive.
Neither now applies and both formats
should be consigned to history.

Quality vs quantity

Let us explain. The maximum resolution
from MP3 and AAC file formats, which
are both highly compressed, is 320 kbps
(kilobytes per second) which compares
with CD quality of 1411 kbps. This
means the resolution quality is less than

a quarter of that provided by a standard
CD. However, most MP3 or AAC files are
downloaded over the internet and the
most used download resolution is 128
kbps, which is around one-eleventh of CD
quality. This should ring alarm bells. If you
are only playing back these tracks on an
iPod or mobile phone with a pair of ear-
buds, the quality may be irrelevant to you.
But if these tracks are your primary source
of music, perhaps with an iPod dock into
a decent hi-fi system, you are only making
a very poor quality sound louder.
Information is irretrievably lost and the full
dynamic range is lacking. The quality will
be very poor in contrast with a full
resolution version even if you are
completely unaware of the loss you are
inflicting upon yourself. This can even
affect the type of music listened to

as most classical
recordings downloaded
as an MP3 or AAC file
will have so much
information  missing,
and all the complexities
of the music lost, with
the end result that the
recording is reduced to
just the essence of a
tune.

What is the
future of
recorded
music?

There are now positive
signs for the future of
recorded music.
Audiophiles, or hi-fi
connoisseurs, have
been very important to
the music industry as
they are generally avid
music lovers who aim to
maximise their
enjoyment by listening
to music at its best
quality level, which
means the play-back of great recordings
through hi-end hi-fi to achieve the most
outstanding results. Without them, a main
driver for quality would probably be
removed from the music industry. They
have always sought out quality but there
is now an increasing awareness among
the wider public of the serious
deficiencies of the highly compressed
formats. Full resolution audio streaming,
as well as CD quality downloads, are
already available and will surely become
the eventual norm with this greater
awareness of the tremendous quality
benefit. Consumers will vote through their
purchases and will seek out higher
resolution recordings. Look at Qobuz for
a new high-profile entry into this field who
offer CD quality (16 bit/44.1 kHz FLAC)
streaming for over 15 million tracks.



The benefits of using
a specialist dealer

Specialist hi-fi dealers are also a
significant driver for maintaining high
quality in the music industry. Hi-end hi-fi
very soon exposes poor quality
recordings and specialist hi-fi dealers are
constantly assessing the relative merits
of different brands from manufacturers
for potential stocking. With specialist
hi-fi dealers, achieving the best system
performance and seeking out the most
outstanding combinations is almost
invariably both their hobby and
their livelihood. Without them, hi-fi
manufacturers and potential customers
would have to rely on the opinion of
magazine reviewers to assess levels of
performance — a notoriously unreliable
decision making process. For specialist
hi-fi dealers, their relationship with
audiophiles and hi-fi connoisseurs is also
crucial to them for, if they are to stay in
business, they must satisfy the most
discerning customers in the industry.
The reality is that audiophiles and
specialist hi-fi retailers (and the ones
listed on this page represent the UK's
finest) are essential to each other.

Specialist dealers know how to choose
the products that combine as a superb
system and how to get the best out of it
by expert installation in the home. They
also appreciate how exciting and
involving music can be and how it can
deliver a powerful emotional experience.
If there's a price premium over an internet
purchase by choosing a specialist
dealer, it's probably a small one, but it's
unquestionably worth the difference.
“ ...there is now an
increasing awareness
among the wider public of the
serious deficiencies of the
highly compressed formats.
Full resolution audio
streaming, as well as CD
quality downloads, are already
available and will surely

become the ’ ’

eventual norm.

Listed below is our selection of THE BEST HI-FI DEALERS IN THE UK.

They have been chosen because they are known to do an excellent job in
guiding customers towards hi-fi that will give years of musical enjoyment

and total satisfaction.

Our Top 20 UK Hi-Fi Dealers

SOUTH LONDON
AUDIO VENUE

Chelmsford
'RAYLEIGH HI-Fi SOUND

ORANGES & LEMONS

Maidenhead Wy !
AUDIO VENUE SOUTH WEST
i Bath

AUDIENCE

; Cinderford
SO CERITECH AUDIO
RAYLEIGH HI-FI

Southend-on-Sea
'RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND
& VISION

MIDLANDS
Banbury
m_._rEHTllBE [

NORTH

Chester

SOUND ORGANISATION

Visit www.top20uk.com

o % X%
%% %

TOP ouaLrty | STAR QUALITIES
VALUE FOR MONEY * bk
20 UK SERVICE i
YIS Assurep | PACILITIES Ak
HI-FI DEALERS VERDICT




ACCESSORIES

HDMI cables

Digital cables that carry both picture and sound. These carry control signals
E as well, so they can integrate the operation of components in your system

Product £ Tested Verdict

HDMI cables

Lengthas
tested (m)
HDMItype

Up to £80
Audioquest Pearl 23 06.11/FT %k k ok Best HDMI cable, Awards 2012 1 14
Cambridge Audio 500 (5m) 69 06.10/GT Yk k*k Aperfectlyacceptable cable for the money 5 13
Kimber Kable HD-09 73 03.09/GT 2. 2.8.2.1 Picture quality is up with the best and it creates a wide sound field 2 13
PhilexThor HDMI/DVI kit 60 09.06/FT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Avery decent cable for not much cash - you can’t really go wrong 5 13
QED HDMI-P 50 11.08/FT 2. 2.8.8.2.9 This award winning cable just got better 113
QED Performance HDMI 70 03.09/GT 2. 2.8.8.9.9 Capable performer - finely balanced sound and a wonderfully rendered picture 313
QED Profile HDMI 25 01.12/FT ek kk ok Now with 1.4 status, this s still a worthy cable 1 14
QED Qunex HDMI-P (5M) 75 09.08/GT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Fantastic picture quality mated with a dynamicand powerful sound 5 13
ThatCable HDMI 5 10.09/FT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Brilliant way to spend a fiver - will give rivals up to £20 something to think about 15 13
ThatCable HDMI (5m) 10 06.10/GT 0.2.8.¢ 4 Ano-brainer for those on a tight budget 5 13
Vivanco Sound and Image 30 11.09/GT ok khkk Arespectable upgrade, it provides greater fidelity in sound and vision over budget cables 2 13
Wireworld Island 6 46 10.10/GT Sk k*k Packs a firm punch and strong dynamics 14 20

£80 and above
Audioquest Cinnamon 80 0111/ Skokkkk Atop-notch HDMI that’s a credit to any system 2 14
Audioquest Forest 80 06.10/GT  dkhk kK Atrue and worthy rival to Chord’s Supershield 5 14
Audioquest HDMI-X 95 03.09/GT Sk d*k Areal entertainer - chunky bass and images are well defined 3013
Atlas HDMI 160 07.07/GT Sk kk Upgraded version of the existing Atlas HDMI - delivers good detail and contrast 7 13

.CO.U

connecting you with AV excellence 0800 772 3688
Hi-Fi Cable, Home Cinema Cable & AV Connectivity Specialists

QED Performance Optical Cable AudioQuest DragonFly V1.2

THAT HI-FI?

s

AudioQuest Pearl HOMI Cable QED Performance Digital Cable Supra USB 2.0 Cable Marlin Tarantula MKG Mains Cable

Hi-Fi Cable & Home Cinema Cable Specialists
Bring your hi-fi to life with our high performance award winning cables

www.futureshop.co.uk - call 0208 905 1555
FutureShop.co.uk, Unit 5§ MODA Centre, Stirling Way, Borehamwood, Herts, WD8 2BW, England, UK
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Product £ Tested Verdict 38 2 z
Chord Company Active 115 10.09/GT Sk hk*k Muscular-sounding and excellent in every regard 15 13 =
Chord Co. Supershield (5m) 90 06.10/GT ok dh*k Apunchyaward winnerthat defies its low price tag 5 1.3a ﬂ
Ecosse Picture Perfect Ultra 110 09.08/GT S k*k* This Ecosse gives a punchy, powerful performance with great detail levels 5013 9)
Ecosse Picture PerfectUltra+ 169 09.08/GT ok kkk With its punchy, powerfuland composed production, this cable oozes dynamics 5013 5'
QED Reference 125 06.10/GT ok dhk Anassured, but expensive, performer 5 13a a
Supra HF100 HDMI (8m) 112 08.06/GT Sk k% Notjust pretty but it delivers impressive performance over eight metres 8 10 (7]
vanden Hul Flat 180 90 10.09/GT )k hk*k Typicalvan den Hul quality from a hinged cable that doesn’t fall out of its socket 2 13b S
van den Hul Flat HDMI (3m) 105 03.09/GT ok kkk One of the best HDMI cables we’ve ever heard 3 13 U
van den Hul Ultimate 300 10.08/FT sk hk*k It’s pricey, but has good performance 1013 E'
Vivanco SHQ Ultra 80 06.10/FT 2. 8.2.8.¢ It’s an enjoyable watch, although there’s some reservation 12 14 1]
Wireworld Chroma 5 HDMI(7m) 109 07.07/GT b 8.8 ¢ Flexible cable that delivers pictures as good as any HDMI cable at this price 7 10 g
|
Digitalinterconnects 3
l:lh E g g
USB An increasingly common way to connect your computer to your hi-fi -
Optical Digital cable that uses light to transmit sound between components 8
Coaxial Sends audio via an electrical signal between your hi-fi and AV kit =
o =
1 B
Product £ Tested Verdict .§ E a
Upto£50
Audioquest Forest USB 1.5 25 11.10/FT Jkkk Gota budget laptop and a budget DAC? This cable is ideal for connecting them UsB 15
Atlas Fibre Optic 32 06.09/GT ek ko k Fine, substantial, budget cable choice Optical 1
Profigold PROI2102 30 03.11/FT 2 8. 8.8 0.4 Simple upgrade to the iPod/iPhone-to-USB cable - music sounds cleaner and clearer UsB 2

futureshopm e

connecting you with AV excellence 0BOO 772 3688
Hi-Fi Cable, Home Cinema Cable & AV Connectivity Specialists

WHA
June 2014 :

Chord Active V2 HDMI Cable QED Reference Optical Quartz Wireworld Starlight T USB Cable  QED Reference Audio 40 Cable

E % A
.“.d’
“l."'“lh‘
AudioQuest Cinnamon USE to

Lightning Cable Atlas Hypor Integra Audio Cable  AudieQuest Cinnamon RJ/E Cable Tellurium Q Ultra Blue Speaker Cable

Hi-Fi Cable & Home Cinema Cable Specialists
Bring your hi-fi to life with our high performance award winning cables

www.futureshop.co.uk - call 0208 905 1555
FutureShop.co.uk, Unit 5 MODA Centre, Stirling Way, Borehamwood, Herts, WDE 2BW, England, UK
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1S
L] i
O -
(M Product £ Tested Verdict s 8
< Upto£50
: QED Performance Coaxial 30 10.08/GT 2 8.8.8.8.4 Best coaxial digital cable, Awards 2012 Coaxial 1
o QED Performance Graphite 40 11.12/GT 2. 8.8.8.8 ¢ Best optical digital cable, Awards 2012 Optical 1
2 SupraUSB 2.0 29 11.12/GT %k ok ok Best USB cable, Awards 2012 UsB 1
m True Colours Industries Coral 35 06.09/GT 2. 8. 8. 8.8 Best digital interconnect, Awards 2010. Excellent optical lead Optical 1
i) Wireworld Nova 6 40 11.12/GT ok Kok Like an up-and-coming band: unrefined but likeable and energetic Optical 1
=
— £50 and above
E Audioquest Cinnamon 60 11.12/FT b 2.8.0.¢ Like a fine paintbrush: controlled and delicate but lacking the big, broad strokes of a roller UsB 15
L Atlas Equator Optical 50 11.12/GT  Yokkok Worth checking out, but not for the basshunters Optical 1
.Q Chord Company Optichord 51 11.12/GT ok ¥k k Confident, competent and extremely likeable. Highly recommended Optical 1
Chord Co. Prodac Pro Digital 70 05.11/FT 282,809 Even better following an upgrade toits plugs Co-axial 1
Clearer Audio Copper-line 75 97 Aw.08/FT 2. 2.8.8.1 Thisis another fine cable from the Copper-line stable. It’s well worth a listen Coaxial 1
Clearer Aud. Silverline Optimus 185 09.09/GT 2. 8.8, 8,89 The sheer brilliance of this cable makes it stand out Co-axial 0.5
Ecosse The Director SE 89 09.09/GT 2. 2.8.2.1 Spacious sounding and great with higher frequencies Coaxial 1
Furutech Formula 2 55 Aw.11/FT %k ok ok Best USB cable, Awards 2011 Uss 1.2
Kimber USB 52 11.12/GT ok k ok Worth an audition ifyou’re after something laid-back UsB 1
QED Qunex 75 Signature 80 09.09/FT % %k Kk Beautifully made, but not quite as thrilling as we’d like Co-axial 1
QED U Play (Bluetooth) 65 05.10/FT 0.8.2.8.¢ 9 It’s small, cheap, and does an effcient job Bluetooth 10
Vertere Pulse D-Fi 70 Aw.12/FT ek Fok ok Amust-audition ifyou can stretch your budget UsB 1
Wireworld Ultraviolet 5 USB 50 08.09/FT %k k ok Best USB cable, Awards 2010. Ifyou use digital kit, this needs to be on your audition list UsB 2

i Analogueinterconnects

These carry audio signal from source to amplifier, or between pre-amplifier and power amplifier.
Some use a shielding construction to reduce external electrical interference

Analogue interconnects | D

Theshortlist
]. | b
o
B e
AWARD WINNER
WireworldLuna?7 QED Reference Audio 40 Atlas Element Integra
06.14 Group Test s % % sk * 06.14 Group Test % % sk % * Awards 2014: Best Analogue Interconnect

“There’s no brightness orsharpnesstospeak ~ “The Reference Audio 40 looks like a serious ~ “There’s nothing to dislike here: the Element

of and although weighty, there’s no sugges-  stereo interconnect. Build quality and feel are Integra is highly recommended as a first

tion that bass notes sound overblown.” very reassuring.” upgrade.”
£

Product f Tested Verdict 2 <= 3

Upto £50
Atlas Element Integra (1m) 45 11.13/GT %k ok ok Best analogue interconnect, Awards 2014 ° 1
Black Rhodium Twist 36 06.14/GT 2. 2.8.2.1 We wouldn’t recommend this cable for bright-sounding systems but it’s a decent option for the money ° 1
Clear. Aud. C-line Alpha One 30 12.11/FT 2. 2.8.2.1 Abargain interconnect that should be on your shortlist ° 1
Ecosse Conductor CA1.2 49 06.11/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Excellent with detail - a good all-rounder ° 1
Ecosse The Composer 37 09.12/GT 2 2.8.8.1 Lacks excitement, but a lovely design with warm and punchy sounds ° 0.8
Merlin Mozart 40 09.12/GT ok k ok Open and exuberant, if lacking in warmth ° 1
QED Performance Audio 2 40 09.12/GT ok ok Agile, fun and nuanced: would do wellin pretty much any system ° 1
QED Profile 18 06.11/GT Sk dkkk Atthe top of the first upgrade tree ° ® 1
Wireworld Luna 37 09.12/GT 2 2.8.8.2.9 Excellent with subtlety and dynamics: should be on any interconnect shortlist ° 1
Wireworld Luna 7 40 06.14/GT 2. 2.8.8.2.9 Delivers a confident and likable sound. Agreat option at this price ° 1

Subscriptions 0844 848 8813 email: whathifi@servicehelpline.couk
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1S
c25% B
Product £ Tested Verdict ERRA= )]
£50 and above 3
Atlas Equator Integra 75 02.12/FT 0. 8.8.8.0.4 Arecommended second-upgrade cable ° ® 1 m
AudioQuest Red River 85 06.14/GT Fkokk Whatit lacks in smoothness and subtlety, it makes up for in scale and dynamics ° 1 :
Chord Co. Chameleon Plus 125 11.11/FT 2. 2.2.2.0 ¢ New plugs make these even more essential ° 1 m
Chord Company Cobra VEE 3 95 06.14/GT 22,8, 8¢ Clearand detailed, this cable brings a very driven and focused feel to music ° 1 1]
Chord Company Indigo Plus 995 05.09/FT 2 2.8.8.9.¢ It’s genius in an interconnect - butyou need the right system ° 1 :
Chord Crimson Vee3 50 11.13/GT %k kk Anice, easy-going cable that’s a little too restrained 1 g
Ecosse The Baton Mk Il 104 08.08/GT Fokkok Although there’s much to admire, the Baton Mk Il can struggle to gel sounds ° ® 08 b
Furutech Alpha Line-1 80 03.11/FT 2 2.0.8.0.¢ Acable for owners of midrange systems to get very excited by - very good indeed ° 1 n
QED)2P 50 12.09/FT 2. 8.8.8.0.4 Fastand agile 3.5mm-RCA cable ° 15 o
QED Reference Audio 40 85 06.14/GT 2. 8.8.8.0 .4 Reassuring build quality from a cable that brings fantastic depth and dimension ° 1 g
QED Reference Audio 2P 50 12.09/FT 2 8.0, 0.0 ¢ Clean sounding and packed with detail ° 15 ”
van den HulThe Bay C5 85 06.14/GT Fkok Kk For bright-sounding systems The Bay could be the antidote ° 1 n
van den HulThe Name 60 09.12/GT  kk*k Energyand fun trump ultimate precision ° 0.8 -
van den HulThe Wave 100 01.09/FT 2.8.8.8.0.4 The Wave has a formidable array of talents and is one of the best cables at this kind of money ° 1 1
van den HulThe Well 100 06.11/GT b 2.8.0.9 Anideal booster for thin sounding kit ° ® 1
Wireworld Oasis 6 130 06.11/GT 2 2.0.8.0.¢ Atruly splendid cable for kit worth £800-£1000 ° ® 1 z
9,
- =
Mains products 73
IEC o ~ Usually a three-pin connector used in most hi-fi (and kettles) E
Figure of 8 Small, two-pin connector. Tends to be used on lower-priced products (o]
Blocks and conditioners Multi-plug units, some of which attempt to filter noise out of the mains g.
:22: HY
23358 ¢
Product £ Tested Verdict S8 & 2
Upto £100
Clear. Aud. C-Line Alpha One 25 11.10/FT 1.8.2.8.8 ¢ Afine first stage mains cable upgrade ° ® 1
Clear.Aud.C-LAlpha P/HUB 90 04.11/FT ok k ok Makes a noticeable difference, but not the last word in cohesion o o ® ¢
Ecosse Big Orange MK2+ 60 04.10/FT 2. 2.8.2.2.9 Provides worthwhile gains in performance - and plenty of them . ® na
Lindy 6-way 40 12.08/FT Yok ok ok Forjust £40, this conditioneris a bona fide system booster o0 ® 6
Merlin Tarantula Figure ’8’ 40 01.11/GT 1.8.2.8.8 ¢ Incredible bang foryour buck from Merlin ° . nfa
Merlin Tarantula MK6 40 11.10/FT %k kK Best mains cable, Awards 2010. A good tweak for a hi-fi or AV system ° ® 1
Russ Andrews Powerkord-8 75 01.11/GT  Hkkk*k Anideal choice fora simple upgrade . ° nfa
Tacima 5929 40 08.06/FT Yook ok ok Explicitly illustrates the gains a modest outlay can achieve o0 ® 6
£100and above
Audioquest NRG 1.5 100 01.11/GT >k k*k Alively and precise cable that does much right ° ° nfa
Atlas Eos 147 05.09/GT ok ok Well-balanced, delivering impressive depth and scale ° n/a
Clearer Audio Silver-line 150 07.06/FT 12,828 Capable of truly astonishing improvements ° n/a
Furutech G-320AG 165 02.11/GT ok kk*k Apricy but worthwhile addition to your set-up ° ° n/a
RAndrews Ref P/Kord W350i 232 05.09/GT 0. 8.8.8. 8 ¢ Ifyou have components costing £2000 upwards, consider this cable ° ® na
Russ Andrews X2 200 11.11/FT ok kk Effective but suffers from a lack of sockets L) ® 2
Supra MD-06 150 07.08/FT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Itadds clarity, but some might not like the leaner sound ®
vanden HulM/ServerHybrid 150 05.09/GT ok kok Not boring or dull, butit’s just too relaxed and safe sounding ° ® nfa

srgonusteraves Y

Analogueinterconnect

Acablethatis used totransfer anaudiosignal
fromasource (egaCD player), toan amplifier
orbetweenapre -and power amplifier.

Digitalinterconnect Speaker cable
Usedtotransfer adigital signal between two Carries anaudiosignal from amplifier to your
components. Thereare two types of digital speakers. Also comesinabi-wirable configuration

interconnects: optical and coaxial. Notall speakers support a bi-wired set-up. .
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m3-E Speakercables

These carry the audio signal from your amplifier to your speakers. Bi-wiring uses two runs
E of cables per speaker and can lead to improvements in the speakers’ performance

Theshortlist

Speaker cables

AWARD WINNER

Talk Electronics Talk 3 WireworldLluna?7 QEDXT40
f4/m £6.50/m Awards 2014: Best speaker cable
Product £ Tested Verdict .
Upto£10/m
Audioquest FLX-SLiP 14/4 5.80 11.13/GT 0.8.2.8.0 Best Speaker Cable, Awards 2013
Audioquest G4 4.50 03.14/GT  Hkk*k Loses out when it comes to the weight and solidity of its sound. Exciting and articulate nonetheless
AudioquestX2 5 07.11/GT 2. 2.8.8.1 Aperfectly smooth and even-handed sounding performer
Atlas Equator 2.0 OFC 6 03.14/GT 2. 2.8, 8.9 Allows foran impressive sense of weight and power, but doesn’t quite match its rivals
Chord Co. CarnivalSilv. Screen 6 10.12/GT ook Kok Slightly overtaken by newer rivals, but still a mighty fine choice
CL. Audio C-line Alpha Shield 5 10.12/GT 28,284 Restrained dynamics hold this otherwise good cable back from the full five stars
EcosseCS 2.3 5 10.12/GT ok k ok Balanced, nuanced and an easy listen, but a little subdued
Ecosse CS 4.2 3 02.12/FT Sk k ok Adecent cable that needs a touch more punch °
QED Ruby Anniversary 6 10.12/GT ok ok Rich and detailed but lacking in rhythm and dynamics

futuresnops iz ez
CO.U

connecting you with AV excellence 0800 772 3688
Hi-Fi Cable, Home Cinema Cable & AV Connectivity Specialists

¥ % o e e ek
March 2014 March 2014 |-
% 2

o

AudioQuest FLX-SLiP 14/4 Cable |Chord Carnival Silverscreen Cable QIED Silver Anniversary XT Tellurium Q Black Speaker Cable

Hi-Fi Cable & Home Cinema Cable Specialists
Bring your hi-fi to life with our high performance award winning cables

www.futureshop.co.uk - call 0208 905 1555

FutureShop.co.uk, Unit 5 MODA Centre, Stirling Way, Borehamwood, Herts, WDE 2BW, England, UK
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SPEAKERS CABLES continued (7]
s K
Product £ Tested Verdict Q
QED Ruby Anniversary Evolution 6 03.14/GT 1 .8.0.8.8¢ Rich, detailed, energeticand clean. Agreat cable m
QEDX-TC 4 09.10/FT %k %ok k Agreat budget cable that’s able to hold its own g
Talk Electronics Talk 3 4 07.11/GT ek k ok An essential first cable upgrade L]
Wireworld Luna 7 6.50 03.14/GT 2 2.0.8.2.9 The all-round ability of this cable means it should sit well with a wide range of systems n
Wireworld The Stream 16/2 5 10.12/GT 2. 2.8.8.4 Stilla cracking cable, but losing out to better competition m
Wireworld Stream 7 6 11.13/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Ifyou’re a fan of detail then you should definitely consider the Stream 7 u
L]
£10/mand above (7]
Atlas Hyper 2.0 15 07.08/GT 2. 2.0.8.0.9 Ifyour system warrants this kind of cable, you won’t be disappointed —
Atlas Mavros (5m) 2290 08.08/FT ek k ok Pairwith an extravagant system and get excellent performance ° m
Chord Company Signature 125 01.07/GT  kkk*k One of the most effective upgrades you will ever hear ifyou own expensive kit u
Ecosse MS2.4 50 01.08/FT ko k ok Amassively detailed cable that reveals subtleties with refinement m
Kimber 4VS 12 04.10/GT 2. 2.8.8.¢ An accomplished performer with an expressive sound m
QED XT40 10 AW.14/FT ek k ok Best speaker cable, Awards 2014. Product of the Year 5
QED Revelation 15 04.10/GT ok ok ok Afine cable that should be on youraudition list L]
QED Silver Anniv. XT Biwire 10 10.06/GT 2.8, 2.8.0.9 Aclear class-leader with exceptional sonictransparency on display ° m
van den HulThe Clearwater 10 03.14/GT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Acable with animpressive level of detail and clarity g
'm Speakerstands o
=4 Many stands are hollow and can be filled with sand or other similar heavy materials. This is to
increase mass and dampening and the sonic benefit is tighter bass — although too much of it can
*  be counter-productive and end up deadening the sound
Theshortlist
L ]
' v AWARD WINNER
Custom Design FS104 Signature Q Acoustics Concept 20 speaker stands AtacamaMoseco 6
£200 £200 Awards 2014: Best speaker stands
Also consider 2
S
28 o 8
Product £ Tested Verdict 2 E &
Upto £500
Atacama Duo 6 65 02.13/GT 1 .2.2.8. 8¢ Avery likable pair of speaker stands 60x31x31
Atacama Nexus 6 200 12.00/FT 2. 8.8.8.8.4 Still fine peformers despite their age 602530 @ 1
Atacama Moseco 6 120 09.14/GT e kk ok Best speaker stands, Awards 2014 60x24x28 @ 4
Custom rc60 Deluxe 125 10.07/FT 2 2.8.8.1 This bespoke service has made a fine pair stands 60x20x25 5

Subscriptions 0844 848 8813 email: whathifi@servicehelpline.couk

Wonder-wall? Ear,ear Standtoattention

Where's the best place to positiona Common practice for standmountersis Speaker stands keep the speaker

speaker? Some speakers sound better tohavethetweetersatseatedear-level.  cabinetrigid. This allows for more of the

backed upagainstawall (Wharfedale's Why? The higher frequency sounds drivers' movement tobe translatedinto

Diamond 220 speaker, forinstance), fromatweeter are moredirectional. sound and not wasted through

whileothers prefertobeoutintheopen.  Havingthematthisheightensuresthey  vibrations. If they're onacarpet, make J

Your choiceof speakermaybedictated  makeabeelineforyourears. sureyou havespikestoensurestability. — g RN LT \,

by how muchspaceyou have.

Tike to be close to a wall =
for that extra ‘oomph’
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] e
e 5% 2 &
: Product £ Tested Verdict 5 £ % £
s Upto £500
(7)) Custom Design FS103 160 09.14/GT 2. 8. 8.8 ¢ Agood pair of stands but rivals offer better overall performance 61x22026 @
e Custom Design FS104 Signature 200 09.11/GT 2. 8.8.8.0.4 Best speaker stands, Awards 2013 62x16x18 @ 4
g Custom Design RS300 90 03.07/GT 2. 8.8. 8.8 Minimal design, a thoroughly appealing listen 61x22x26 ® 2
m Custom Design RS302 120 11.06/FT 2.2.2.8.¢ Plenty of detail & clarity especially with vocals 61x22x226 ® 3
m Hi Fi Racks Podium Slimline 120 09.14/GT 28,88 ¢ Acomfortable listening experience that’s marred by some less than appealing fuzziness 60x15x21 5
n Mission Stance 100 07.09/FT b 2.8.8.9 Will do a fine job with £200-£400 speakers 5821x28 @ 3
m Partington ANSA 60 150 09.11/GT 22,809 They remain fine stands - but no longer outstanding value 60x2328 @ 1
(RSN  Part. D’nought Broadside 300 08.08/FT 2 2.0.8.0.¢ Deliver wide ranging improvements to sound 60x23x28 1
m Part. Super Dreadnought 180 03.07/GT 2. 8.8.8.0.4 Best £100+ speaker stands in Awards 2007 60x16x17 @ 1
x QAcoustics 20 speaker stands 200 09.14/GT ok hkkk Clever construction and great performance makes these stands ideal support for all types of speakers 66.5X39x24 2
g Soundstyle 72 70 11.08/FT 2.2.2.8.0.9 Best sub-£100 speaker stand in Awards 2007 57x17x23 @ 2
L
(1 | - -
S ~w] AV &hi-firacks
(L]
= Many racks are built to be expanded. Several manufacturers offer you a number of
Q shelving options for ready-made products, but what if you want to get more kit in a few years?
> We like having the option to build upwards at a later date
¢
Theshortlist Ca
4
¥ AWARD WINNER
Hi-FiRacks Podium AtacamaErisEco5.0 AtacamaEvoque Eco 60-40
“You get an enjoyable sound thatisn’t going “Add fine build and easy constructiontothe | “It might notinitially sound quite asimmedi-
towear onyou anytime soon,andaproduct | listof plus pointsand there’s much toadmire ateas somerivals, but longer listening
where quality control has taken centre stage” here” reveals plenty of attack”
e
Product £ Tested Verdict é 3 gé £
Up to £500
Alphason Finewood 1100 300 03.13/FT 2. 8. 2.8 ¢ Looks greatand provides sturdy support foryour kit 3 51x110x45 1
Atacama Equinox AVI 380 05.07/FT 2. 8.8.8. 08 ¢ Neat solution to mounta TV above AV electronics 2 110x106x60 3
Atacama Equinox 339 11.09/GT ok ok k Stilla good rack, but newer rivals offer more ® 25 Variablex60x55 3
Atacama Evoque Eco 60-40 450 09.14/GT 1.8.2.8.8 ¢ Best equipment support, Awards 2014 ® 3 Variablex60x40 3
Atacama Eris Eco 5.0 460 04.12/FT %k %k ok Best equipment support, Awards 2013 e 4 70x59x56 4

AUDIO CABI NET  ...sound...vision & style

T e ==

=

Available with our award winning eazyturn cable management
and with built in housings for a soundbar or turntable.

Mational Audic Show 2013 & |4 award winners « Call 01582 450929 or email info@audio-cabinet to ind out more,
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. >
Product £ Tested Verdict -Eg & g £ £ ”
Audiophile Base Stratabase 360 01.08/FT 1.2.8.8.8.¢ Itisn’t cheap butjustifies the cost ® 1 0.4x43x36 2
Custom Design Concept AV 350 04.07/GT 2 8. 8.8.8.4 Looks and sounds excellent, plus four colour options 3 60x101x40 4 E
Custom Design Milan 4 470 11.09/GT %k %k k Smalland well made, but lacks subtlety ® 4 59X57x40 5 l*
Custom Design Milan LCD3 350 09.08/FT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Astylish addition to Custom Design’s catalogue ® 3 42X77x40 4 —
Hi Fi Racks Podium 460 08.11/GT 1.8.2.8.8 ¢ Best equipment support, Awards 2011 ® 3 62460x40 1 3
HiFi Racks Podium SL. Ak. XL 260 09.14/GT %k Kok Easyto build and avery good deal for the good price ® 3 Variablex79.5x40 5 “
Hi Fi Racks Podium Slimline 350 03.13/FT ok kk Asimple rack design with pretty decent results 4 Variablexssx40 1 x
Quadraspire Q4evo 380 11.09/GT 2. 2.0.8.0.9 Asolid, cohesive and supremely affordable rack 4 Variablex59x39.5 8 U)
Techlink Ovid 200 04.07/GT 2. 2.0.0.¢ Perfect fora minimalist system in a trendy flat 3 32x95x40 4
£500-£1000
Atacama Elite Eco 12.0 500 03.13/FT 2. 2.0.8.0.9 Offers solid performance and flexibility ® 5 \Variablex115x32 1
BDIValera 9724 500 03.13/FT ok k ok Complicated to assemble but the results make it worthwhile 3 54x112x52 3
Hi Fi Racks Akorner XL 930 09.12/FT %k ok Acorner-friendly alternative to the Podium ® 3 45x110x40 6
Optimum Avion 8925 999 06.10/GT %k k Heavyweight, but likeable and good with sonics 3 57x127%56 3
Quadraspire Q4 Bamboo 500 03.13/FT ok kk An allround performer. Easy to setup and excellent results ® 4 Variablexsox40 1
Quadraspire QAVM (Oak) 540 04.07/GT ok k ok Solid and rigid, delivers a fine performance e 3 50x109x50 8
Quadraspire QAVX 560 12.07/FT 2. 8. 8.8 ¢ Supports a great big telly and expansive system ® 2 Variablex163x52 8
Quadraspire Sunoko Vent T 800 11.09/GT 2.8, 2.8.8.9 Afirst-rate rack, that highlights subtleties ® 4 Variablexsox47 6
£1000 and more
Audiophile Base StarBase 1180 12.06/GT 2. 8. 8.8.8.4 Exceptional, spectacular results with high end hi-fi e 3 65%59x52 3
Hi Fi Racks Podium XL 1050 06.10/GT 2.8, 2.8. 8.9 Agreat performer: plenty of weight and dynamics e 3 53x140x40 1
Spectral Closed CL1050 1100 07.07/FT ok k ok Fantastic build and style, plus numerous options 2 31x101x53 17
Spectral Closed CL1552 1800 07.07/GT 2. 2.8.8.¢ Awesome style and decent abilities - a great rack 6 VariablexVariablex53 16

To subscribe call 0844 848 8813 or email: whathifi@servicehelpline.couk

(| Accessories

Best equipment support
Atacama Evoque

Eco 60-40 £450

What is it?

It's a thing of beauty, that's what it is. Kit racks don't
generally get an appreciative “ooh” out of the team,
but this one did - and that's all down to its ultra
high-quality build and materials.

The shelves are made from solid bamboo, and
come in three shades - light, medium and a sultry
dark, and are set off by the glossy black legs (available
in a variety of lengths to suit your kit) and shiny
steel cone caps and spikes. Even better, it's modular,
too: you can add extra shelves for £150 each - so
it can grow as your system does.

Why did it win?

It saw our Cyrus CDi/Roksan Caspian M2 reference
system deliver a confident, insightful and hugely
enjoyable sound - with punchy bass, nuanced
midrange and clear, open top-end.

To find out more:
Visit www.atacama-audio.co.uk
. Call 01455 283 251

e

What the team say

“It’s pricier than some rivals, but we think it's well
worth it for that stellar build quality and materials, )
not to mention the way it works with our kit”

-

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com
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8 eadphoneamps
g jokeio Headph p
(] . The headphone outputs on m0§t products are usually afterthoughts.and
) E z have had little care taken in trying to make them sound good. A dedicated
- headphone amp is a must if you want the best headphone sound
2
5
u Product £ Tested Verdict 53
(v Upto £1500
” BeyerdynamicA1 975 11.10/FT Yok ok ok Best headphone amplifier £500+, Awards 2010. Aformidable combo when partnered with T1 headphones 21
I Chord Electronics Toucan 800 10.10/FT 2.2.8.8.8.¢ Aheadphone amp with builtin DACthat’s worth a punt 22
e Creek OBH-21SE 280 04.09/GT F ok k ok Perfectly pleasant but it could do with more bite 2 2
m Edwards Audio HA1 280 09.12/FT ko k Packs a punch but not that refined 21
n FiiOE7 65 03.11/FT ok ok ok One of the most cost-effective ways to improve headphone sound from a computer 12
E Lehmann Black Cube Linear 750 07.09/FT 1.2.2.8.8 ¢ Deeply impressive device given the right system 11
fU Lehmann Rhinelander 400 04.09/GT Yk dok ok Best headphone amplifier £300-£500, Awards 2010. Its user-friendly sound makes this a very wise buy 22
o Meridian Prime 1200 02.14/FT 2. 2.8.8.¢.9 Atop-class headphone amp and a talented preamp to boot 2 4
= Musical Fidelity V-CAN Il 120 10.12/FT ok Kok Does enough right to be worth serious consideration 13
2 Pathos Aurium 850 08.13/FT 2. 2.8.8.8 ¢ This amplifieris a top class choice 4 2
o
=) =¥im Phonoamps
(7)) .
Q - Dedicated units tend to sound better than the circuits integrated into amplifiers. Higher priced
o) options usually allow for electrical optimisation for your cartridge, thus producing better results
T
>
i)
0] 6
g BE
u Product £ Tested Verdict B é 5 E
Upto £500
Cambridge Audio 651P 120 06.13/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Aphono stage that belies its budget price ® o 1 256x1
CreekAudio OBH-15 240 02.09/GT  Hk*kk Decent phono amplifier fora relaxed listen ® o 1 6o
Graham Slee Gr-Amp 2Comm. 160 06.13/GT 2 2.0.8.2.9 Low on frills, high on quality ° 1 7x10x25
Leema Elements 495 03.10/FT 2. 8.2.2.8.9 Best phono stage, Awards 2011 ® @ 2 5x11ix10
Lehmann Black Cube 325 02.09/GT 2 2.2.8.8.1 Clarityand punchiness make this a greatamp ® o 1 sxaixi
Pro-Ject Phono BoxS 120 06.13/GT F ok kk Just needs a little more excitement to trouble its rivals ® ® 2 7X10xl4
Musical Fidelity V-LPS Il 160 06.13/GT 2. 2.8.8.1 Foran affordable phono stage, the V-LPS Il produces admirable results ® o 1 5l
Rega Fono MiniA2D 85 03.12/FT %k kok ok Best phono stage, Awards 2012 ° 1 6x18x25
Rega Fono MM MK2 200 06.13/GT 0 2.2.8.8.¢ Best phono stage, Awards 2014 ® 0 2 7uxn33
artridges
EeyE Cartridg
=4 Moving magnet (MM)  These produce a higher output, giving your phono stage an easier time
E Moving coil (MC) Can produce more detail, but is more demanding of your phono stage
.
ﬁ
g £z
Product £ Tested Verdict E .’-E §
Upto £500
Goldring 2100 92 05.10/GT ek ¥k k It punches well above its weight - with great results MM 1.7
Goldring 2500 224 03.09/GT %k k ok AGroup Testwinner with its full bodied and detailed sound MM 1.7
Grado Prestige Silver 115 05.10/GT ok k ok Smooth and balanced, but can be awkward to fit MM 15
Nagaoka MP110 89 05.10/GT ok ok Agreat first upgrade cartridge that does much right MM 1.8
Ortofon 2M Black 460 04.11/GT 2. 8.8.8.¢ Powerand dynamics are on tap from this Ortofon MM 15
Ortofon 2M Bronze 275 03.09/GT 282,84 Ifyouwant a neutral and analytical cartridge this fits the bill MM 1.5
Ortofon 2M Red 80 05.10/GT 2. 2.8.8.1 An easyto fitand fine sounding cartridge MM 1.8
Rega Exact 195 03.09/GT % ¥k ok This Rega is a fun listen that does much right MM 1.75
Roksan Corus Silver 400 01.11/FT 2. 8.8, 8¢ Betterthen ever - but heftily priced to match MM 1.9
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HIFI | HOME CINEMA | MULTIROOM

Naim ¢ Linn * B&W

Hi-Fi
Ster®?

Arcam e Audio Lab e B&W
Cyrus e Denon e KEF » Marantz
Monitor Audio ® Onkyo e Fioneer

Pro-ect « Roksan e Sonos

Peter 1yso

SIM THEM, Py

___AVON N  CHESHIRE |8 __ CUMBRIA | _ HAMPSHIRE |

HID)(QEN

SYSTEMS

R S' | Spendor e O Acoustics STIC ENERGY, NAD LINN e i
rus = ega * Simple FULL DEMONSTRATION FACILITIES s
cy 14 Broad St Bath BA1 5LJ 51 Washway Hoad, S =
roa reet, 8 i
sae s 652710 | RHTCRAGRE] o
www.audience.org.uk www.hifistereo.co.uk R 01252 845400

_______________CHESHIRE | INTERNET

Crosby & Bown

Great Value Full HD Compatible British Brand
Projector Screens! AT

01244 345576 T
86-90 Boughton, Chester CH3 5AQ 01636 639 900 g s

www.croshya ndbownltd.co.dk

COVENTRY

Frank

’) HI-FI EXCELLENCE

adventures in hi-fi

B&W | Cyrus | Linn | Monitor Audio | Naim | PMC | Pro Ac | Rega | Rotel | Sanos

www.adventuresinhifi.com

AvoN | CHESHIRE | COVENTRY | cumBRIA | HAMPSHIRE | INTERNET

Buy in Store or Buy on Line
Use our new Click and Collect Service
for added convenience

Frank Harvey

HEMed
pi
Manitor Audio

163 Spon Street
Coventry

CV1 38B Home Cinema

TelephOHEi Whether you're considering a dedicated home ?ov flzgoogeafﬁrr'nds
024 76 theatre room, tasteful or discreet integration of including
surround sound into an existing family room, or
525 200 just a simple Hi Fi system, we at Frank Harvey Hi Fi Arcam
Excellence will be only too pleased to fulfil whatever iR
Open: requirements you have, however large or small. B;'séo 2
Mon-Sat We enjoy getting to know our customers as individuals, g’;:‘;n
9:30am to establishing long standing relationships which have Dynaudio
5:30pm led to continued custom over the past 25 years, as well Epsom
as recommendations to friends and family. KEF
Closed on Monitor Audio
Sundays Centrally located in the heart of the midlands, we not Naim Audio
offer some of the very best prices, but pride ourselves Onkyo
on the excellence of our service too. Why not call into PMC
our large three storey16th Century showroom for a Proac
demonstration in one of our three demo rooms where E”ad
you can audition some of the world’s best analogue RZ?:I
and digital Hi Fi and AV equipment, plus we stock one Veamatia

of the UK's largest ranges of loudspeakers.
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SOUND AND VISION
WHATHIFL.COM
AWARDS

Stocking Award
Winning Products

Hifi Home Cinema Custom Installation

Music)\/atters

Specialists in Sound & Vision

musicmatters.co.uk

London Stourbridge Birmingham Solihull
020 8420 1925 01384 444184 0121 429 2811 0121 742 02564

Leamington Spa Stafford Stratford Upon Avon
01926 888644 01785 258 216 01789 414533

o facebook.com/MusicMatters01 o @musicmattersLTD @ youtube.com/MusicMattersLtd
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PROGRESSIVE

progressive-ht.com

FurNITURE | KENT | LANCASHIRE | LonDON | NORTH EAST

FURNITURE

Oranges & Lemons

:
o

Est,
1m

IAN EDWARDS

OF HARROGATE Est. 1970

r: 01423 500442

€mail: info@iansbespokefurniture.co.uk - -
www.iansbespokefurniture.co.uk “One of the five

best hi-fi shops

AN in the world”

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema. Multi-Room Installations

~ 020 7226 5500 .

Grahams Hi-Fi, Canonbury Yard, 190a New Nerth Road, London N1 7BS
Tel: 0200 7226 5500 Fax: 020 7359 7620 E-mail: what@grahams.couk  Web: www.grahams.co.uk
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| _LANCASHIRE |
Peter T\/SOH TOWER AUDIO LTD

Lnn MNaim, Arcam,

"‘.L&
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Handmade Bespoke Furniture
for (D's * LP's * DVD's & Books

The Old Chapel, 282 Skipton Road,
Harrogate, Yorkshire HG1 3HE

0191 285 7179 T;I 01253 300599

www.petertyson.co.uk www.tower-audio.co.uk
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A QUALITY FURNITURE

wow AULAOME ... TV WALL MOUNTS & LIFTS
01623 672070 AV CABLES & ACCESSORIES

Probably the widest range of top quality TV & Hi-Fi Furniture, TV Wall
Mounts, TV Lifts, AV Cables & Accessories on show anywhere in the UK.

Large showroom & carpark, see website for opening hours.

A UNIQUE RANGE
OF WALL PLATES

usa
L]

B |
N
Computer

Huge selection of HDMI, Modular, Audio, Video,
Speaker, Computer, Brush, Network & Multimedia

Tl
HOM
@ O
L

FIND THE PERFECT
SOLUTION FOR WALL |
MOUNTING YOUR TV

We stt;ék \fo;‘dfg
Design Mount, +
Wall, and Thin

ranges for next
day delivery

Jual Curve Walnut Veneer

(SEE WEBSITE

y 8
® UNRIVALLED CUSTOMER SUPPORT @ FREE DELIVERY FoREXCEPTIONS) A"4"0ME

® EXPERT ADVICE @TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS AT INTERNET PRICES

01623 672070

29 - 36 Hallamway, Old Mill Lane Business Park, Mansfield Woodhouse, sales@av4home.co.uk
Notts. NG19 9BG. (Approx 10 miles from M1 - Junction 28 or 29)
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Croshy - 0151 924 7287

PsA AudioVisual ii""" Q B. S Southport - 01704 536901
TV & Hi Fi Specialists T

www.paaudiovisual.co.uk

Hifi ¢ TV « Home Cinema * Wireless Music Systems * Multi-room Installations

s ARCAM « BOSE * CANTON * CYRUS « DENON ¢ KEF « LINSAR * MARANTZ » MONITOR AUDIO  mosm
i ONKYO  PANASONIC  PROJECT = PURE * REGA * REL » ROKSAN * ROBERTS A
RUARK AUDIO » SENNHEISER ¢ SONOS ¢ TEAC * YAMAHA & many more... Ead:

NORTH YORKSHIRE

i | VICKERS HI-FI

S s | NBIRUS; Y Since 1967
WLTM like minded e Al FPla S0 ’Tf] W=
sincere music loving ) b Visit our Stylish, New... 7,500 sq ft. Store at... » Unit 8 Concorde Park,
audio enthusiasts ¥ Free Customer Car Park b Wheelchair Friendly Amy Johnson Way, Kettlestring Lane,
X ; ¥ Superb Air Conditioned Demonstration Rooms Clifton Moor, York
with shared interests ¥ Loaded with Quality Hi-F| Equipment at all price levels Saihan VO80 AT
in the following:- » Awesome amplifiers, Gorgeous speakers, Classy furniture Tel: 01904 - 691600
§ ¥ Independent Advice, Qualified Staff, Great Offers
Arcam - B&W - Linn » Easy Online Ordering from... www.VickersHiFi.com
- Naim - b Up to 3 YEARS INTEREST FREE CREDIT subject to status
Denon - Naim - PMC » Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat.
Rega - Sonos - ProAc . The Award Winning North of Eng/and Hi-Fi .SPGCIGII
Quad - Spendor -
(GSOH - Good Sense Of Hearing - essential)

Billy Vee Sound Systems
248 Lee High Rd, London, SE13

(020) 8318 5755 - 8852 1321 audiolab #¢korve) o £ EIHE aoxsu @-uommmmo
billyvee.co.uk @N[EE) @ProAc TANDY Proneer 4 Pokd marantz

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

9 HIGH STREET, HAMPTON WICK, KINGSTON

Sound adVice — UPON THAMES, KT 4DA www.infidelity.co.uk

Open: Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 6pm
for over 40 years 3 020 8943 3530

Nottingham
Hi-Fi Centre

Inf delity

INDECENTLY GOOD HI-Fl & HOME CINEMA

Lonpon | MersEeYSIDE | NORTH YORKSHIRE | NOTTINGHAMSHIRE | SURREY | WeST MipLANDS | WEST YORKSHIRE

'sound cinergy

37 High Street, Aldridge
01922 457926

122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham NG7 3NR
Telephone; 0115 9786919

sales@nottinghamhificentre.co.uk
www.nottinghamhificentre.co.uk

Ample Parking Tue-Sat 10 - 5.30pm
www.soundcinergy.co.uk

150 wwwwhathificom



7z
(

music first audio

“...50 good | swear
it is surrounded
by magic”

Noel Keywaod - Hi-Fiorld

. R]éﬁi_}_‘ui_‘*.li{.‘\.'f":l-'.l.1

OMPONENT

DEALER FINDER

g
Pre amplifiers Moving Coil Step-Up Transformers E
and now MM phono amplifiers -

www.mfaudio.co.uk +44 (0) 1424 858260

WHAT HI-FI?

To advertise here please call

020 8267 5310

or email milo.mcconaghy@haymarket.com

' 01784 470881 Mon-Fri 10-6

e! @C ff 'DJ' ]'J[ ij r_-”_l'l'_{f-'r infoi@customelectronicdesign.co.uk
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Speakers Furniture _Tr:I"n mainland
— ONLINE — -

Brackets Mounts

Diamond 155 Wharfedal= | Xen XHD608 Digital V()& | RX-A2030 Titanium €3YAMAHA | Portland 900 peerless /1

Speakers Coaxial Cable Tm a AV Receiver Oval TV Stand

— 50% e —_— 47% : 70%
ol OFF o o sl ek patiyComect OFF OFF

Froin Was: £49.99 Was: £4409.00 Was: £249.00

£249.99 £19.99 E799 |[LAST FEW!| | £74.99

Diamond 157 Wharfedals | XHP125 UK Mains XS | Vectorv-wg @) moniTor AuDIQ Hollywood Digital

Speakers Power Cable 3m White Subwoofer Optical Cable 0.5m
CEE 50% _ = N 50% g n R
,I, OFF I.: .-- lc:-- mance i-s’ leng t - OFF e tips

v
o
<0
L4

v
-1
-
¥

Built to last Auto-

Was:£1000 Was: £250.05

£8.50 £130

Diamond 155 Wharfeddale | XHP180 8-Outlet [X()§ | Element EMT850 T52.10 Black TANNOQY
5.1 Speaker Package Mains Extension Strip ~4 TV Cabinet Vinyl Subwoofer
42% | ko 45%
naond 155 OFF Slrge protaction With Black Plinth . OFF

v
¥ Agjust
<
o

B R g e AL B L ) Was s f il (e

£699 £19.99 £150 £299

Diamond 101C Whasfedale | XHKA05 Twisted Pair  [J(()§ | Ultraflex 16/4Install  [J()§ | Performance HDMI QE
Center Speaker Subwoofer Kit 9m - ' Speaker Cable 150m ' To Mini HDMI Tm

~  Traditional & T ch « Highstrand count
¥ Compact ¥ Higt 5 ¥ CL3r
¥ Three finishes

v “Sturdy cabinet .
Was £220.05 Was£34.59 \ Was-£195.00 Was£28.899

£99 £12.99 £120 £4.99

0% Finance available | Best Prices Online
From £500, terms apply. “am FHEH e AR B | el ann Prices checked daily. :

o oy affers re prodkts it WegdLiter i i Seen something

Lid andl Class Brothess fatal Brarce. Ceadit Amourit of credit £1350 . online chea pe r?

provided subject to age and siwes
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Manchester n % 5 1) i ¥ l'lom's . X 1
fate audiovisualonline.co.uk

k. 8 01706 878444

9AM - 5PM 10AM - 5PM

The 3000 Range 3050 5.1 Speaker 7000i Black 5.1 Zensor 5 White 5.1 WT150 5.1 @ Mmonmor auoio’
is here £ Package o‘ Speaker Package 0 Speaker Package & In-Wall Speakers

<]
ACOUITIES AEDUETIES

161 Dictoier 2011
New sonic E WHAT HI'-FI?

: . Iﬂ Iﬂlol SOUND AND IIIIOI'l
erformance v <ign
5 0 z % Kk B dokok
4 I st
| ACOUSTICS ram tem 0:0 0
- £824 £1429 ¥'®

standards have been
A\ T e et s - i @ mauroe aun y i MONITOR AUDID
Unbeatable AV FUrnimre ASB-2 Airstream Radius ROOHT1 @#omronau

set W,_It,h II.'-,s 3000
- o Soundbar 5.1 Speaker Package
| DEALS = L k==

new 2 in 1 concentric
dome tweeter.

% % e
Buy a bundle and

Was: £6495.00

save one too! ) £699 £|1 499

EH-LS10000 EPSON | DLA-X500 Home Jvc VPL-HWS5ESHD SONY | YSP-2500 Digital € YAMAHA

Laser Projector Cinema Projector 3D Projector Soundbar
S ; 31%

e 5 visso
- | s e
Was: )

£Call £Call £549

EH-TW6600 Home EPSON | TX-NR303011.2 ONKYO | VPL-HWA0ESHD SONY @ RX-A30409.2 EYAMAHA

Cinema Projector ﬁ Channel AV Receiver 3D Projector Channel AV Receiver
Was:-£1399.00 bas S =5 : o i Wa T

© SPITFIRE CINEMA

Focusing on high quality, great GENVINE
value home theatre products at
affordable prices.

v Projection Screens
v Premium Seating

Full Range Online EXCELLENT PICTURE

Made to your exact To most mainland Call and arrange a

specification. UK addresses. derno with us. =

Cable Workshop /f Free Next Day Delivery * Showroom
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They keep getting bigger and smarter. Some of them
have become a bit bendy. And these days they're about
asindispensible as your wallet. So which one is best?
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. The how, why, when
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£6k bl g-screen the how much... |
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BLU-RAY PLAYERS

Cheaper, smarter and
better than ever

How to... set up your digital system
Computer-based audio made simple
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ARAY techriolog
for less than £50

Designed in England by music lovers.
Enjoyed by music lovers all over the
world.

The Chord Company Ltd, Millsway
Centre, Amesbury SP4 7RX, UK

To get more information and find your
nearest retailer, please call us on:
+44 (0)1980 625700 or visit:

www.chord.co.uk

THE

CHORD

COMPANY

Designing & hand building '::.'i' P71 E ‘ in England since 1985



“Looking for the most talented budget

speakers on the market? Look no further”
What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision, Awards 2014

SOUND AND VISION
Diamond 220, Awards 2014
WHAT HI-FiI?

Stereo speakers
Best stereo speaker up to £200
‘Wharfedale Diamond 220

TEST WINNER

Diamond 220, March 2015

SOUND AND VISION

Diamond 230, April 2015

ISNIDRLD
HHBGS

Diamond 220, April 2015

Diamond 230, March 2015

o Diamond 230, March 2015
o "

VWharfedal=
DIAMOND 200 seriES

IAG House, 13/14 Glebe Road, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 7DL, UK Tel: +44(0)1480 452561  www.wharfedale.co.uk



