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WHAT HI-FI?

AWARDS 2014

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

Soundbars & soundbases
Best soundbar £300-600
Q Acoustics Media4

Media 4 Soundbar
made for music and movies

Plays music, TV and movies equally well - with no extra boxes required ‘

Wirelessly connects smartphones, tablets and laptops using aptX Bluetooth
/ P piops Bng Ap ACOUSTICS

0N
Wall mounts with builin bracket or shelfmount with supplied anti-vibration feet

www.Qacoustics.co.uk

RN It can make anything sound great”  [WHAT HIFFI?| "Sensibly priced and sounds fantasfic...
AWARDS 2014

HIGHLY

O] AV Forums, Highly Recommended MLl delivers the action with great gusto”
AWARD —Ju‘y 2014 Soundbars & soundbases What HiFi? Awards 2014,

Best soundbar £300-600

_ ohowtemedat  ‘Product of the Year’ - October 2014




Lifeinallitsrichvariety-
takealittle, leavealittle...

It's happened almost stealthily, but the
‘convergence’ we've all been promised is upon
us. Not entirely, admittedly - but thisissue shows
how you can bring all your diverse sources of
music together, without any logistical headaches
and without spendinganarmand aleg.

At opposite end of the modernity scale, we've a
test of , which are
arguably still as good a source of music asit's
possible to buy, and

-most of which can handle
high-res audio. These two extremes can both be
made equally at home by one of

we've tested -
so your hi-fi system is suddenly ready to deal
with many decades’ worth of
technological advances. Which is
what we've been waiting for.

Simon Lucas, Editor

My products of the month

Clearaudio Concept Sony Xperia Z3

Group test p58 Group test p73 )
Beautiful engineering, great A perfectly good and stylish
looks and a sound of such phone, but more importantly a

elegance it’s quite humbling. great source of hi-res tunes.

facebook.com/whathifi.com youtube.com/WhathifiTV

Finduson...

WELCOME

WHAT HI-FI?

SOUND AND VISION

Reviewsyou
cantrust

Experience &heritage

We've been hard at
work helping the world
discover the bestin hi-fi
and home cinema for
more than 37 years, and
have getting on for100
years of reviewing
experience under our collective belts - so you can count
onourexpert opinions.

Dedicated test facilities

Wetest every product
inthe magazine or at
whathificom against
its peers inour bespoke
£1mreviewing facilities.
And we test every
product asateam,

soouropinions and conclusions are always the

result of collaboration.

We spot big trends first

MP3 player tests before the iPod even existed?
High-def video before it even had aname?
That was us. We keep you in touch with big
stories and future trends.

Worldwide
readership

With seven international
editions in Africa, Asiaand
Europe, wereach more than
1.6 million readers every month.

SUPERTEST

Premium speakers promise
cinema sound without tears

GROUP TESTS

Radio, CD, streaming, all in one box

The Android and iOS new breed are here

Which great big screen is for you?

@whathifi whf.cm/playlist2014 whathifi.com
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acer

explore beyond limits™

Iconia Tab 8

Experience life in all its brilliance.

Clarity meets brilliance.

Smart meets design.

Lightning fast performance from Intel®.
Intel® Atom™ Processor Z3745.

Intel, the Intel logo, Intel Atom and Intel Atom Inside are trademarks
of the Intel Corporation in the U.S. and/or other countries.

Buy now at

amazon ESE  TESCO

that was easy:"

Get in touch with the Iconia Tab 8 (A1-840 FHD)
at acer.co.uk and [i

inside”
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Let the voice of Naim take you
inside the music

Mu-so is our first wireless music system. Finely tuned by our specialist engineers
in England, its powerful digital brain delivers the most exceptional quality in
sound, commanding 450 watts of power through six custom-designed speakers,
to create an experience of music that has to be heard to be believed.

naimaudio.com

Features: Airplay, Bluetooth®/aptX® Spotify Connect® UPnP™ (access your stored music),
Internet Radio, USB, Analogue and Digital inputs, Apple iOS and Android App for complete control.

John Lewis | Selected Apple stores | Specialist Naim retailers

AirPlay is a trademark of Apple Inc.
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Supertest Soundbars

N
EF\\\}\\\\\\\\ “Despite the arrival of the soundbase, the

ever-growing soundbar market seems to

Rega RP8/Apheta
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What's in thisissue...

10 First Tests We take Oppo's pricey BDP-105D
Blu-ray player out for a spin, Sony's curved 4K TV has
the substance to match itslooks while the Roth Oli
RA1speakers may look small but they pack a punch.

40 Supertest: Soundbars We run the rule over
eight hopefuls - including our newly crowned Award
winner - in this battle between budget soundbars.

57 Turntables Efforts from Clearaudio, Pro-Ject,
Rega and Thorens contest this lively test of the best
vinyl spinnersin the £1000 price bracket.

64 Headphones Looks? Tick. Comfort? Tick. But
when it comes to on-ears, sound rules. Six cans
under £250 vie for your undivided attention.

67 Smartphones Five of 2014's best phones are here
to prove that bigger is better as we scrutinise 5in+
efforts from Apple, Motorola, LG, Samsung & Sony.




Insider 2014: A year in tech p34 Subscriptions p104

2015 is just round the corner, so we Free Leatherman Multi-tool

look back at the biggest trends 0of 2014  Plus save up to 54% on the shop price
and say goodbye to some beloved hi-fi  of What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision

That Was Then p178

A glimpse into What Hi-Fi? past

The original NAD 3020 is the subject
of this month’s blast from the past

Stereo amplifiers
“These mighty machines have

evolved to reflect the changing
ways we listen to music”

77 Stereo amplifiers Stereo amps are evolving, and
forunder £500 you can find an amplifier that's
amini-marvel. But which one is best for you?

86 Radios With stylish looks and abundle of
features, radios offer more than they ever had before.
Read thisround-up to see how far they've come.

90 Temptations Featuring an ambitious turntable
from Rega and theimmensely likable Darius S1
standmount speakers from Roksan.

Test Turntables
“The best in this test produce
amuch more welcoming

and finessed sound”

Temptation
. ] “A wonderfully fluid
98 Playlist Make mine Marvel as Agents of delivery blending
S.HIE.L.D.teturns to TV screensand Guardians Of ~ 2tack.insight
] - and refinement

The Galaxymakes its debut on Blu-ray, while singer-
songwriter Rumer drops her latest album, Into Colour.

Our ratings explained

Wealwaystest productsasa Oneofthebest 1. 8. 0.8.8 ¢ =)

team, indedicated facilities, Aserious contender VO & & Gie !!.I.'.I.ﬁ!:.ﬂ.!f (!i

andalways compare them Worthalook 1 8 o sietN TEST WINNER

with their peers. That's why ) o

ourratingsare the most Disappointing ok v Ifit's one of our winners,

authoritativein theindustry. Awful * Yrirvesc  youknowit'stop quality

New Buyer's Guide...
two mags in one!

Revamped hi-fi guide!

1500 products rated p107

With new categories and key tech
specs, we've made it even easier
for you to pick the best kit for
your cash.

Find out...

What's a speaker crossover? p141
Wireless speaker advice p144
Noise isolation v cancellation p149
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Exclusive reviews of the latest kit

FIRST TESTS

MORE
FIRST TESTS

AKGYA45BT
£110Page17
Animpressive pair of
Bluetooth headphones
forthe money

OppoBDP-105D
£1100 Page 26
Asourcethat doesit
all, andinstyle, for
your musicand movies

RothOliRA1
£100Page 28
Impress with their
compactsizeand
confidentsound

Want more?
Visit whathifi.com

for even more
product reviews!
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[EXCLUSIVE

Sony gets ahead of thecurve

with style and substance
Sony KD-655S9005B | 4K Television | £3900

Even if you subscribe to the concept of
curved TVs, there's the issue of viewing
angle. Sit in just the right spot and it's hard
to not be impressed by the extra immersion
gained as the screen wraps around you, but
sit further back or off to the side and either
the effect is lost or the image is distorted.

Panel beater

Sony'’s cottoned onto this. But also
presumably recognises the marketing
potential of sexy curves, which is why it's
jumped on the bandwagon but with a telly
that'’s far less curvaceous than its rivals (the
idea being that the image still draws you in,
but there’s less of a sacrifice when viewing
off-angle or further back).

We're not completely convinced of the
benefits. At a fairly normal viewing distance
the curve is practically unnoticeable - you
may as well be watching a flat telly. We'll
admit that viewing angles do seem to be
better than most, but it's very hard to tell
whether this is thanks to the curve or

The 'Discover' featureis

very good at getting you to
content quickly via the
standard or mini-remote

simply the result of a good panel. The
KD-65S9005B isn't ultra-slim, and it can't
match its main rival - the Samsung
UE65U8500 - for thin bezels. But it's got a
striking look all of its own. The way the
gentle curve blends with rounded edges at
either side is especially neat, and certainly
less divisive than the wedge design of its
sister model, the KD-65X9005B.

Those rounded sections at either side of
the screen are actually speaker units, and

you'll notice there's no real difference in
terms of actual detail. And the Sony has a
couple of advantages in terms of contrast
and colour. It's a very dynamic picture that
combines very dark blacks with pure and
punchy whites effectively, and a rich colour
palette adds life and vibrancy without ever
venturing into the realm of unreality. It
makes some rivals look grey and flat in
comparison. Once you've run out of 4K
content (which will, unfortunately, only

Colours and contrast are the winners here. The
Sony KD-65S9005B makes everything seem a

little more dramatic and moody, especially the
landscapes of The Lord of the Rings trilogy

rather interesting they are too. This is the
first Sony TV to process Dolby Digital and
DTS signals directly (no downscaling),
which it pumps out as virtual surround
sound via a built-in 4.2 speaker system.
You'll know when you're getting surround
sound, because the little horizontal
light-strips halfway up each edge glow
(unless you've elected to keep them
switched off), and also because your
soundtrack will sound especially large. You
won't quite be fooled into thinking you're
surrounded by physical speakers and it's
not quite up there with a top Yamaha
soundbar, but for a super-neat built-in
solution this produces impressively
room-filling sound with good weight,
punch and nice central focus for dialogue.

Play the ace card
So it sounds very good, but what about the
picture? Clearly you're going to go straight
to the (unfortunately still small) selection
of 4K content on Netflix. Choose House of
Cards and you're treated to a lovely
performance. The level of definition adds
an extra degree of three-dimensionality to
the image and there’s lots of detail.

The Sony looks a touch behind in the
sharpness stakes compared to other top 4K
TVs we've seen, but pay close attention and

take a few hours) you can switch to the next
best source - Blu-ray. As with all 4K TVs, the
KD-65S9005B has to upscale even 1080p
images to fit its 3840x2160 resolution, and
it does so in style. Again the colours and
contrast are the real winners here - there
might not be quite as much insight into the
darkest parts of the picture as you'd get
with some rivals, but those darkest parts
are extra dark, without any sacrifice in
overall punch or vibrancy. It makes
everything seem a little more dramatic and
moody, especially the landscapes of The
Lord of the Rings Trilogy.

Motion slickness

Sony's motion processing has always been
lauded, and it's still strong here. Fast action
is clear and controlled, and camera pans are
smooth and generally sharp (although
there’s occasionally just a smidge of blur to
tricky horizontal motion).

You can also obviously get your HD fix
from the built-in Freeview or satellite
tuners, or by connecting a PVR (which the
Sony remote can be calibrated to operate),
and the performance is excellent here, too.
The colourful set of BBC Breakfast is
punchy enough to knock the sleep out of
anyone's eyes. Eventually you'll probably
have to drop down to standard definition,



Does a fine job of

delivering quality sound
in a portable package
Bowers & Wilkins T7, p31

Sony KD-6559005B

are actually speaker units

[,.. For a full list of specifications and
other useful info visit whathifi.com
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FIRST TESTS TELEVISION

ndetail..__________________________________JSYSTEM BUILDER

1You'll know when you're getting
surround sound because the little
horizontal light-strips halfway up each
edge glow (unless you've elected to keep
them switched off, of course).

2 There's a wealth of connections:
including four HDMIs for high-definition
recordings, and the added bonus of
USB recordings, too.

3 You can get your HD fix either from the
built-in Freeview HD or satellite tuners,
or by connecting a PVR (which the
Sony's remote control can be

calibrated to operate).

which is always a bit of a shame when
you've got a 4K TV because it has to do so
much scaling to the ropey old signal.
Actually the Sony does a decent job here -
there’s a fair bit of shimmer to thin, straight
edges and patterns, but the overall picture
is clear and rich. We would still avoid
standard-def wherever possible, but it looks
good enough when you need it.

Depth charge

The same is true of 3D. We wonder how
many people are interested in watching 3D
at home, but those who are will be
interested to hear that the Sony is a solid 3D
performer that on default settings strikes a
good balance between the depth of the
image and comfort of the eyes.

And as well as the outright performance
of the set, Sony has also put some effort
into making it more user-friendly than
most. The ‘Discover’ feature is very good at
getting you to content quickly: accessed by
flicking up on the touchpad of the
mini-remote or pressing the dedicated
button on the standard zapper, it calls up a
row of content up from the bottom of the
screen. These might be programs being
broadcast right now, on-demand content
that’s been freshly added to ‘Video
Unlimited’ or BBC iPlayer, or things that

you've recently recorded. The system needs
finessing - there aren't enough personal
recommendations and it doesn’t bring in
content from the likes of Netflix (even if
you're signed in). But it already gets you to
good content quicker than most rivals.

Set for every scenario

Power users like us should also be pleased
to hear that the Sony can be set to
automatically select the right picture mode
(‘Scene’) for a given source, and that it's
pretty intelligent in action.

Watch TV and it will select the ‘General’
mode, turn on your PS4 and it will switch to
‘Game’, pop a Blu-ray in (even into the PS4)
and it will select ‘Cinema’. These modes
can be customised, so you've got a system
that can be calibrated once for every
eventuality and then left to work in the
background. Compare that to Samsung,
which hides its ‘Game’ mode in sub-menu
after sub-menu (and nowhere near the
other picture settings) and you can
understand why this might seem a useful
feature to many users.

It's thoughtfulness like this and a
performance of serious quality that makes
the Sony KD-65S9005B a real winner. The
curved design is just the pretty packaging it
all comes in.

Three partners that will help make sure
you get the best from the Sony KD-6559005B

Games console

SonyPlayStation4£350 [T T T T 11
Plays Blu-ray discs as well as games, so will
deliver maximum entertainment.

Set-topbox
Sky+HDFrom£21.50permonth [T T T T 11
Standard-deflooks okay, but HD movies and
sports will look fantastic on the 65in screen.

StreamingService

Netflixf6permonth [T T T 111
Still the only way to stream 4K video - amust if

you're going for a4K flatscreen.

Total build £4272

TECH SPECS

Dimensions (hwd, cm) 155x 90 x 33 »
Weight (kg) 42 « HD Ready Yes ¢ Full HD Yes
* Resolution 3840 x 2160 « HDMI 1.3a 4 «
Inputs and outputs HDMI In 4 - Component
In1+RGB ScartIn1+ Composite In1+USB In
3+ Phono audio In 1+ Phono audio Out 1«
Digital audio Out 1« Freesat Yes ¢

Rating (T TT111

FOR Oodles of detalil, brilliant colours

and contrast; lovely styling; gets you

to content quickly

AGAINST Curve is of debatable value; price

VERDICT Smarter, more stylish and a better
performer than the average 4K TV

5(9, (- (56127 (6 [TIFQ77 , 1* [72 (12 [73([621< [ [(TIGITIT%]

Out of the box, the We're impressed by Flatscreens tend to With our PS4 plugged The Sony uses active

Sony is every inch a the Sony's grip on sound pretty average, in and Destiny on the shutter 3D tech to fine
stunner. Our attention is high-def Champions League but the Sony’s angled g0, the Sony proves to be a effect, but we can't help
drawn to the subtly-curved football, and bowled over by | speakers and built-in subs great set for gaming. The feeling passive 3D would
screen and the built-inwrap- | House of Cards in 4K. Detail serve up a dynamic, picture’s awesome, as is the result in an even smoother,

around speakers. and motion are superb. entertaining sound. welcome absence of any lag. immersive image.

12 wwwwhathifi.com



1. 8.0.0.8.¢

3 @

vodafone

QéEdHD | PASER.)

KM@%CKcode

Qualcomm* . GLOBAL MOBILE
B \\VARDS 2 3
snapdragon _~ B A\VARDS 2014



FIRST TESTS TABLET

iPad Air2 | Tablet | From£400

Thinner Airis mostintoxicating

We weren't sure it was possible, but Apple
has done it. Apple has taken the best tablet
ever made and made it even better.

We're well aware that opinion isn't going
to sit well with some people, but the fact is
that when it comes to creating the best
tablet experience on the market, the Apple
iPad Air 2 delivers in every single way.

Of course when your predecessor is as
good as the iPad Air 1, a tablet that was
awarded our Product of the Year in the
What Hi-Fi? Awards 2014, it's all about
refinement rather than revolution.

First, let's look at the design. No, the iPad
Air 2 didn't need to be made any slimmer
than the slender Air 1, but Apple went and
did it anyway and, at just 6.lmm thin, the
result is stunning.

A lighter touch

Not only is it beautiful to look at, but it's
lighter too, a fact that's noticeably different
in the hand and makes the Air 2 easier to
hold over long periods.

Its build quality is as good as ever, and its
newfound slenderness brings no feeling of
weakness or fragility.

At the heart of the iPad Air 2 is Apple’s
new A8X processor, which promises to offer
40 per cent faster performance and 2.5x
faster graphics. It absolutely delivers. Never

closer to your finger and
movies are that little bit more
immersive. Colours are
improved too, richer in a
vibrant yet subtle way. Video
looks superb, and we'd say
there’s even a touch more
sharpness, no doubt thanks
to the new screen technology.
All this is topped off with a
new anti-reflective coating
that reduces glare on the
screen by 56 per cent.

Audio performance is as
strong as on its predecessor,
and the Air 2 continues to
lead the way for sound
quality on a tablet. It's an
exciting listen, crisp and
precise, with real drive and
dynamism behind it. Voices
are direct and expressive, and
there’s even a touch more
detail here as well.

Sound upgrade

Away from headphones, the
speaker sound has been
improved too, with more
clarity on offer, making it
great for movies when you've

It might not sit well with some people, but the
fact is that when it comes to creating the best
tablet experience on the market, the Apple

iPad Air 2 delivers in every single way

when using the iPad Air 1 did we feel like it
was slow or lagging, but using the iPad Air 2
you realise that there was more to be had.

Swipes feel that little bit more
immediate, taps a touch more responsive.
Play a game and the better graphics
performance is evident - we download the
stunning Epic Zen Garden graphical
environment from the App Store and the
camera pans are silky smooth; we noticed
the odd stutter on the Air 1.

New screen construction
There have been improvements to the
screen too. While it remains the same
resolution - a pin-sharp 2048 x 1536 - and
the same size at 9.7in, it's the actual make-
up of the display that's been improved. The
three separate components that make it up,
namely the cover glass, the touch sensor
and the LCD itself, are now fused into one,
eliminating any air between them.

Why does this matter? With the LCD
layer nearer the cover glass, everything
feels that little bit closer to you. Icons feel

got no headphones. We would, though, still
love to see front facing speakers, like those
on the forthcoming Nexus 9.

When it comes to cameras on tablets,
we're still not sold. But more and more
people are doing it, and so Apple is

investing in it. USE IT WITH

The camera on the rear has been upped Philibs ”””
to 8MP, with pictures more detailed and Fidelio
exposure better handled as a result. It now M1 MKII

comes with Slo-Mo mode. The front-facing
FaceTime camera has seen improvements
too, including a better sensor that will take
in 81 per cent more light.

If you're an iPhone or Mac (with OS X
Yosemite) user, you'll get added
functionality from the new iPad, thanks to
the new Continuity features. This means
you can start doing things on any one of
them and pick up where you left off on
another. You can now also control calls
and messages through your iPad.

Yes, the Air 2's unexpandable nature
does make it a little pricier, gigabyte for
gigabyte, than competitors that allow you

Award-winning for a
reason, these ‘phones
offer an exciting listen
that will make the
most of the iPad's fine
audio performance.

to expand via microSD, but the 64GB
version is now offered for the same price
that 32GB was previously. It's something.
Invest in the right storage for your needs
(we would suggest 64GB or more), and you'll
never be disappointed by the iPad Air 2. It
offers stunning performance, an excellent
screen and an unrivalled user experience.

Rating (T T 1111

FOR Faster performance; improved screen;
greater contrast; smoother graphics; build
AGAINST Speaker could be better;
unexpandable storage

VERDICT You can't get better than this. If you
want a tablet, the iPad Air 2 is the one to buy

Also consider

iPad Air 1

£320 [T T T111
Our Award winner is still
an excellent tablet, and
it's now available at a
better price than ever.

14 wwwwhathificom






FIRST TESTS WIRELESS SPEAKER

Bose SoundLinklll | Bluetoothspeaker | £260

Pay thecosttobetheBose

If you like your music loud and
bassy, then the Bose SoundLink IIT
wireless speaker is right for you.
This portable Bluetooth speaker
marries a premium-quality design
with lashings of rich, deep bass.

It's also a far cry from the tinny,
weak performance you get from
most budget portable speakers, but
at this price we'd expect a better
quality of wireless speaker anyway.

The Bose features Bluetooth and
14 hours of battery life - a good start.
It may not be the most insightful or
balanced sound, but there’s plenty to
like about its weighty performance.

Don't overstate your bass
Play Blackstreet's No Diggity and the
Bose charges along with energy and
muscle. The bass is rich and punchy,
it digs deep and there’s texture to the
rumble. Many will love the Bose's big,
warm character - and rightly so. Its
smooth presentation means it won't
make a fuss over lower-quality
Spotify streams, making your
Bluetooth streaming sessions a
comfortable listen. There are no
bright or thin edges, and the sound
is satisfyingly large. Make sure you
don't place the speaker too close to a
wall, though, as it overstates the bass.
There's decent detail: Alice in Chains’s
distorted guitars have grit and texture,
while Beyonce's power ballads fill the room
- and with sufficient detail. The Bose goes
loud comfortably, too. Voices are direct and
clear, although they are at the mercy of the
midrange being pushed too far forward.

handed at times, too. The drums in
SBTRKT's Wildfire hit with force, but the
impact sounds loose rather than taut.
And even as we appreciate the
rolled-off treble, we'd like more bite
and openness at the top end for

songs to truly reach their peak. A

touch more breathing space, and

the Bose would sound more open
and naturally melodic.

As a portable speaker, the Bose
keeps it simple: you can connect to the
SoundLink III via Bluetooth, or by wiring
your music player to the 3.5mm input.

You can connect to
the Bose SoundLink Il

via Bluetooth, or the

Steel the deal

Pairing with a smartphone is swift and
painless, and the speaker responds to
volume and track changes, smoothly. The
control buttons on the unit itself are also
responsive, although they do need a firm
push at first. The Bluetooth isn't of the
higher-quality aptX variety, but we don't
think the Bose speaker has lost anything
because of this (a USB port for charging

Fading notes

Admittedly there could be more subtlety
and finesse to the Bose's overall
performance. The meaty, rich bass is
enjoyable, but it can be a bit of overkill at
times. Gentle piano notes in particular can
sound a little subdued when in the
presence of such a brawny, commanding
bass. Likewise, the sound could be clearer

We've come to expect a certain quality
from Bose's wireless speakers, and the

and have more insight. While Mazzy Star's SoundLink III doesn't disappoint. There's a
delicate vocal is prominent in Fade Into premium feel to the steel-grey finish and
You, it does sound a little thick through the solid build. We like the heft and sturdiness
Bose speaker. Sound can be a bit heavy- of the aluminium chassis, the soft feel of

smart devices would've been nice, though).

the silicone-rubber control buttons, and the
tiny backlit icons that indicate input and
battery status - attention to detail that
makes it worth its £260 billing.

Despite its sleek appearance, the
SoundLink IIT has a durable design. The
speaker is compact enough to slip into a
backpack or a large handbag (although it is
quite heavy) and it won't scuff easily,
making it ideal for portable use. A decent 14
hours of battery life is another plus point (it
doesn't take too long to recharge, either).

Coat of many colours

You can accessorise the speaker, while also
protecting it from scratches, by slipping on
optional soft covers. They come in five
different colours, and cost £30 each.

The portable wireless speaker market is
very competitive, and the Bose SoundLink
III tries to stand out from the crowd. Its
substantial, portable build and usability is
commendable, as is that rich, bassy sound.
It's not quite class-leading but worth an
audition for its big and bold performance.

Rating [T T TX1
FOR Ample, deep bass; strong vocal

performance; weighty sound; goes loud
comfortably; excellent build; usability

AGAINST Needs more subtlety and clarity

VERDICT Big, loud bass and excellent build -
this energetic Bose is worth a listen

Also consider

B&W T7 £300
[ITTTT11

Clarity, subtle detail and

agility: the Bowers & Wilkins T7

(p31) shows how it's done

16 wwwwhathificom



AKGY45BT | Bluetoothheadphones | £110

Lead off with AKG Bluetooth

Hands up, anyone who has never
accidentally tugged at a wire. We look
forward to being free of this tethered
tyranny, but it seems it's necessary if we
want to hold on to our sound quality.

Making a case for the wireless option,
though, is AKG and its Y45BT headphones.
AKG's Y-series has already shown promise,
with the Y50s being named headphone
Product of the Year at our 2014 Awards. Will
their wireless siblings do as well?

Unassuming on the outside
On the outside, the Y45BTs are fairly
unassuming. It's a simple-looking product,
which is no bad thing considering the
parade of primary colours you see on the
street. The understated looks are at odds
with the amount of tech packed within.
Much of it is packed onto the right
ear-cup alone. There's a smattering of
buttons: play/pause, volume up, volume
down, and pair/power; near field
communication (NFC) speeds
up the pairing process too.
There’s also a microphone for
phone calls, as well as a socket for a
cable - you can keep listening even
when you're out of power.

Left to charge

Charging takes place on the left ear-cup.
Here you'll find a microUSB slot, which lets
you charge from any USB source. AKG
reckons the battery lasts for eight hours,
although, naturally, this will depend on
how much you use the headphones.

The headline feature, of course, is
Bluetooth. It's a strong, stable connection
and we have no complaints about it. Not
once did we experience dropouts and the
range is good. We wandered approximately
30 metres from our desk without so much
as a stutter - so you'll be fine leaving that

Bluetoothis a
stable connection.
The range is good.

We wandere

d

approximately 30
metres from our desk,
without any dropouts

smartphone or tablet in your backpack.
Furthermore, the Bluetooth is of the aptX
variety. Those with compatible sources will
benefit from better sound. Speaking of
which, the audio performance is very good.
We're most impressed by the bass on offer.
There’s a surprising amount of it,

In detail R —

Charging takes place on the left ear-cup. Here
you'll find a microUSB slot, which allows you
charge from any USB source.

All the controls are on the right ear-cup:
play/pause, volume up, volume down and pair/
power; NFC speeds up pairing, too.

HEADPHONES FIRST TESTS

considering the small size (and 40mm
drivers) of the headphones. The
kick-drum and bassline of Muse's
Panic Station packs punch.
It's a weighty sound, but never
overblown. There’s decent tonal
balance here, and the Y45BTs
never lean too hard on any part
of the frequency. The
midrange is direct, while the
treble is crisp without
distortion. We're happy with
the level of integration, and
there’s plenty of detail.
Instruments offer enough
texture to be distinguished
easily. The soundstage is not
massive, but it is organised.

Plastic fantastic
It's not all good news, however.
We could do with more subtlety
and refinement. The sound is
sometimes bright and can make
longer listening more taxing than
we'd like. Quieter moments reveal a
very subtle hiss that's not uncommon
among Bluetooth headphones.

In use, the Y45BTs are perfectly pleasant.
The buttons are responsive. Pairing is swift.
They're comfortable to wear, thanks to soft
faux-leather and memory foam in the
headband and earcups. They grip without
squeezing - we wouldn't recommend
headbanging but you could get away
with enthusiastic nodding.

When you're finished listening, they
fold up and swivel flat. A small carrying
pouch is supplied but they'll happily slip
into a pocket. Build quality is strong -
there’s a lot of plastic but it's the tough,
resilient kind that can take a knock or two.

The AKG Y45BTs are not perfect, but
they do an impressive job for the money.
They're portable, comfortable and well
made, and they sound good too. These are
well worth investigating.

Rating [T T T¥1

FOR Strong bass for the size; good balance;
plenty of features; portable

AGAINST Sound a tad bright

VERDICT Not a stunning pair of Bluetooth
headphones, but the AKG Y45BTs are
solid-sounding

Also consider
Philips Fidelio
M2BT £190
[ITTTTT1

Alot more expensive,
but a lot better, too
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FIRST TESTS STEREO SPEAKERS

Cambridge Audio Aeromax2 | Stereospeakers | £450

Cambridge breaks with convention

If you think these are yet another pair of
conventional two-way standmounters,
think again. There’s more going on here
than is obvious.

That small driver isn't a tweeter, but a
46mm BMR (Balanced Mode Radiator).
BMRs cover a much wider frequency range
than conventional alternatives. In the case
of the Aeromax 2 that's everything from the
highest treble right down to 250Hz. At this
point the sound is passed on to what is
more a dedicated bass driver rather than
a traditional mid/bass unit.

Conventional speakers tend to have the
handover between the mid/bass and
tweeter between 2-3kHz. This puts the
crossover point smack in the middle of
where vocals tend to be, and it’s exactly the
region our hearing is at its most sensitive.

Moving the crossover point
Crossovers invariably introduce all sorts of
phase issues and result in a loss of detail.
Any way of moving this handover to a
frequency where our hearing is less
sensitive is a good thing - 250Hz is far

Feed the Aeromax 2s a hard-charging track such

as Bruce Springsteen’s Radio Nowhbere and they

sound right at home. There’s plenty of punch;

they pound out the low notes with real authority

preferable to 2.5kHz in this case. ABMR
driver makes this possible. The unit used in
the Aeromax 2 is a fourth-generation design
and is claimed to have a smoother, more
even response at higher frequencies than
earlier versions. It's mated to a 16.5cm bass
driver and linked through a carefully
calibrated crossover.

Build quality is good. The cabinet is solid
thanks to heavy bracing, and smartly
finished with it. Colour options are limited
to gloss black or white.

Anywhere’s good

These speakers aren't particularly fussy
about positioning. We like them best a little
into the room, but the combination of taut
bass performance and front-firing port
means that they sound more comfortable
closer to a rear wall than most rivals.

In addition, the excellent dispersion of
BMR drivers means that it isn't necessary to
play around with toe-in a great deal to get a
good stereo image. These speakers are quite
happy firing straight ahead, delivering a
stable, well defined and precise soundstage
while doing so.

Feed the Aeromax 2s a hard-charging
track such as Bruce Springsteen's Radio

Nowhere and they sound right at home.
There's plenty of punch, particularly in the
bass, where they pound out the low notes
with real authority. They sound confident
and composed too; elements stay organised
when things get complicated.

There's a wonderful directness with
vocals - we've noticed similar traits with
other good speakers that have used BMRs.
The midrange is well projected and solid.
Compare those with more conventional
alternatives, and even the best of them -
such as B&W's 685 S2s - sound a little
indistinct and soft with voices.

You can add a fairly even tonal balance
and the ability to play loudly to the list of
plus points too. The Aeromax 2s sound far
bigger than they are, and deliver a pleasing
sense of scale when the music demands.

A question of subtlety

Things aren't perfect though. These
Cambridges aren't particularly subtle-
sounding. They deliver a decent amount

of detail but they never seem to render
low-level dynamics with much conviction,
so the way a great artist such as Nina
Simone uses her voice isn't communicated
as well as it could be. Nuances are flattened

USE IT WITH

Marantz
PM6005

Our 2014 Awards Best
Amplifier up to £400
has the detail and
drive to complement
the Aeros' authority

and, in the process, some of the emotional
engagement is lost.

The way the standmounters latch on to a
rhythm track is pretty good, but they could
do it with a bit more enthusiasm. Fast-
moving tunes such as Michael Jackson's
Wanna Be Startin’ Somethin’ sound a little
laboured, lacking their usual dose of energy
and momentum.

Despite our criticisms we like the
Aeromax 2s. Using a single driver across
treble and midrange has clear benefits and
few rivals sound as confident and large
scale. We don't think the 2s are far from
challenging the best at this price. They just
need just a little more development to help
them get there. How about it Cambridge?

Rating [T T TX1

FOR Wonderfully direct and solid through the
midrange; bass authority; pleasing scale; build
AGAINST Others communicate low-level
dynamics better; could use more rhythmic drive

VERDICT These are fine standmounters but
they need honing to challenge the best

Also consider
B&W 685 S2

£500 [(IITT1T111
Our Product of the Year
delivers dynamics, insight
and rhythm better than
any rival we've heard.
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FIRST TESTS HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIER

YamahaRX-A1040 | Home cinemaamplifier | £1000

Net gains, Aventage Yamaha

Yamaha's Aventage range of AV amplifiers
have thrilled us in recent years with their
powerful and immersive surround sound.

The brand new Yamaha RX-A1040 fits
into this brawny, muscular mould, but the
£1000 seven-channel amplifier isn't quite
the resounding success we've come to
expect from Yamaha.

Yamabha plays to its strengths: the
RX-A1040 is powerful, punchy and
energetic. Play Captain America: The Winter
Soldier on Blu-ray, and the RX-A1040
relishes the chance to flex its muscles. The
7.1 DTS-HD Master Audio soundtrack
sounds solid and weighty, with special
effects whizzing across the room with a
great deal of gusto. Explosions are big, loud
and pack quite a meaty punch, while
gunshots are taut and piercing.

Voice of reason

It's not lacking in detail either, with the zing
and clank of metallic objects having plenty
of bite. Voices are clear and direct, and the
sparkly dialogue doesn't get lost amid
frantic action scenes. Switch to a music
Blu-ray, and Beyonce's vocals are smooth in
her I Am Yours live performance, while
rhythmically it's snappy and enthusiastic
enough to keep us hooked. It might not
have the outright finesse and precise
cohesion needed for music, but the Yamaha
does make it exciting.

What surprises us is just how aggressive
the RX-A1040 sounds. Crashes and bangs
are delivered with more force than expected
- there’s a slightly hard edge that makes us
wince when the action gets explosive. The
piercing top end has a spiky edge, too.

Scale it back

While we've always enjoyed the brawny
character of Yamaha receivers, there’s
always been a great deal of subtlety, a grand
sense of scale, and stunningly precise
surround steering to go with all that power.
It's disappointing, then, that the RX-A1040
isn't quite as immersive, or as open as

we hoped.

Special effects jump out at you from all
directions, but we can't feel the movement
of objects as they travel across the
soundfield. Likewise, there's no sense of

wide, expansive openness as the scene
moves from a crowded street up to the roof
of a skyscraper - it doesn't have the subtlety
to reflect the change in scale.

Insightful character

Compare it with the Pioneer SC-LX58 (one
of the RX-A1040's direct rivals in this price
range), and you will immediately hear how
the Yamaha is missing that last ounce of
insight that would allow for a more
rounded and expressive performance. The
Pioneer amplifier is admittedly more
expensive at £1400, but its performance is
just that much more refined, engaging and
flat-out thrilling.

The RX-A1040 unit itself is a solid, sturdy
chassis, and the finish (available in either
black or titanium) is impeccable. The
aluminium fascia is neat and sleek, with
control buttons and various inputs hidden
away under a panel. The display is crisp and
easy to read from a distance.

The auto-calibration system is crucial for
setting up the RX-A1040 and optimising its
sound according to your speaker package
and room acoustics. It's quick and fairly
accurate, although we'd encourage you to
dive into the manual settings and check
the speaker settings to make sure they're
correct. If you have a sound level
meter at hand to fine-tune the levels,
then even better.

Set menu options
The menus are informative and easy to
navigate with the included remote. It's
responsive and best for changing input,
volume and trying out Yamaha's various
sound programs, although anyone wanting
to use their tablet or smartphone for
controls can download Yamaha's AV
Controller app. Free for i0OS and Android
devices, it's a nicely designed interface,
with colour icons and graphics to guide
your way through all of the RX-A1040's
features. It makes streaming from various
devices and services much slicker too,
although using the physical remote for
adjusting volume seems more natural.

The RX-A1040, as expected, is kitted out
with an exhaustive list of features. There
are a generous eight HDMI inputs and two

The RX-A1040's

HDMI outputs, all of which conform to the
latest HDMI 2.0 specification to support 4K
Ultra HD upscaling as well as 3D films.

Socket to you

Don't worry if you haven't upgraded your
AV system to include HDMI yet, as Yamaha
offers a full complement of analogue
sockets, including five composite and
three component inputs.

An MHL input lets you play HD content
from Android devices, while Apple users
can play music using the front panel USB
port (it will charge the device too). You
can also play hi-resolution files
(24-bit/192kHz) stored on a USB stick
or flash drive. No amplifier is complete

System builder total build £5445 I —

Projector
BenQW1400£1000 [T T T 111

You will need big-screen entertainment to go with that

brawny amp, and this Award-
winning projector delivers an
immersive experience.

Blu-ray player

crisply-detailed and punchy
picture with all Blu-ray
films. Smart features, too.

Panasonic DMP-BDT700 £500 [T T 1111
Award-winning premium player that delivers a natural,

Speaker package
KEFR1005.1£2850 [T T 1111
A stunning speaker package that looks
gorgeous and sounds even more
enthralling - the powerful dynamics
and subtle details are jaw-dropping.
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HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIER FIRST TESTS

We'd always recommend a dedicated stereo amp for music,
but the Yamaha's warm, solid sound is well suited to

streaming lower-quality songs from a smartphone or laptop

without streaming features, and the
inclusion of Spotify Connect, Napster and
vTuner internet radio ensures you will have
hours of new music to discover. DLNA-
certification means you can play music
libraries stored on a laptop or NAS box

over your home network - while

i0S users can stream their tunes

wirelessly using AirPlay.

The cost of convenience

We'd always recommend a dedicated stereo
amp if you're playing music, but the
Yamaha's warm, solid sound is well suited
to streaming songs (especially of lower
quality) from a smartphone or laptop.

If you want the convenience of
Bluetooth, however, you will have to plug
in a separate YBA-11 receiver (which costs
around £50). You can connect to your home
network using the built-in wi-fi or wired
ethernet - both proved stable - while there's

another way to connect to your network:
simply plug your Apple device into the USB
port and transfer its wi-fi settings to the
Yamaha amplifier. It's neat and fast, and
means you don't have to faff about with the
set-up menu.

Falls down on surround

The RX-A1040 is great in every other
respect - features, design, use - so it's
annoying that the one thing it is supposed
to excel in, surround sound, is what holds it
back from five stars.

There's no need for that jarring,
aggressive tone, and we miss the gleefully
grand scale that's usually apparent in
Yamaha receivers regardless of their price
or position in the Aventage range.

However, we don't want to end on a
downbeat note, as the amount of power,
punch and boundless energy behind the
RX-A1040's sound is commendable. But it's

not the class-leading performance you'd
expect at this price. It might be a more
affordable option than its main rival, the
Pioneer SC-LX58, but we'd probably kick
ourselves for not handing over the extra
cash for the SC-LX58, for it offers a more
thrilling and satisfying cinematic
performance. Give the Yamaha RX-A1040
an audition, though. Its beefiness of sound
and numerous features means it's still a
good, if not great, AV receiver.

Rating [T T 131
FOR Loud and punchy performance; muscle

and attack; full of detail; excellent features

AGAINST Could do with more subtlety and
refinement; not immersive enough

VERDICT A well-featured receiver full of
power, but not quite the thrill we hoped for

Also consider

Pioneer SC-LX58

£1400 [T 11111

Its powerful steering of

surround effects and beautifully balanced and
subtle sound is unbeatable in this class.
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FIRST TESTS SOUNDBASE

OtoneSoundBase | Soundbase | £130

Boost your TV'ssoundonabudget

If it's not the Otone SoundBase’s cheap
price that catches your eye first, it'll be
its strikingly snazzy image. Soundbases
aren't particularly exotic-looking
products, but the Otone’s sparkly,
pyramid-studded front garners some
interest. Comparable to an emo's belt, it
somehow invites you to run your fingers
along it, and would jazz up most home
cinema set-ups, no mistake.

Two and one

Tilt the box towards the light and you can
just about make out two 5cm drivers
hidden behind that grille. Flip it upside
down and you'll see that bass is taken care
of by a single 7cm woofer.

Analogue- and digital-friendly, it houses
a pair of RCA plugs and an optical input for
hooking up to a telly, while the Bluetooth
spec comes in handy for wirelessly playing
music from a smartphone. That's the ‘Base’
part - now onto the ‘Sound'.

Even a modestly priced soundbar should
produce a noticeable improvement over a
TV speaker, and the Otone duly obliges. Its
presentation is significantly weightier than
the aforementioned Sony TV's - more
solid-sounding and open too.

We play Percy Jackson: Sea Of Monsters
through both, but only the soundbase lets

If getting more volume from your movies is a
factor in investing in a soundbase, know that

the Otone goes substantially loud, yet you don't

need to hit the high numbers to hear dialogue

The chassis’ smooth, wood-effect finish
looks beyond its price tag, but build quality
leaves much to be desired - the cabinet's a
little rough around the edges, and the vinyl
wrap actually started peeling away during
our time with it. Upon closer scrutiny, we
realised its slightly raised rubber-ended feet
weren't all fixed on straight. We don't expect
a luxurious build from a budget soundbase,
but the Otone aches for more care.

Any size you like

Our reference 40in Sony TV is a perfect fit
for the Base, though any model with a stand
less than 65cm wide and 32cm deep will be
suitable. Otone claims it can take up to
80kg, so you shouldn't have to worry about
mounting a large TV on it.

the film's bassy elements manifest. A ‘Bass’
mode emphasizes lower-end frequencies,
but makes the whole presentation a little
boomy. We'd leave it off.

Loud and clear

If getting more volume from your movies is
a factor in investing in a soundbase, know
that the Otone goes substantially loud, yet
you don't need to hit the high numbers to
hear dialogue. Voices are well-projected,
even if they do carry hints of sibilance.

The Otone's real issue lies with dynamics
and detail. Skip to the boat fight with
arch-enemy Luke, and the orchestral score’s
brisk, yo-yoing dynamics come across as
rather dull and lifeless. Inconsistent with
the lively on-screen action, its overly safe

System builder Total build £580

Television

Polaroid 5-42-LED-14 £370
[TIT5ki

A competitively-priced 42in TV

with a sharp, vivid screen and

decent smart features.

Blu-ray player

Philips BDP3380 £80

[T T3k
A punchy, detailed picture and
ser-friendly interface. The Polaroid
will make up for the lack of features.

Otone has managed
to give its SoundBase

suffers in other areas

Controlling
elements

Sources - as well as volume, power

and ‘bass’ levels - can be controlled
via the neat strip of rubber buttons
on top of the 'Base, or on the tall,
almost paper-thin remote
(below)..

In detail

The Otone’s rubber-ended feet allow space for
a7cm woofer, fitted underneath the unit, to
fire the lowest frequencies downwards

delivery simply fails to add anything to the
scene’s tense atmosphere.

The Otone SoundBase starts out well
with a fresh and striking design, but ends
up being rather average. While expectations
are fairly low at this price bracket (it's by
far the cheapest soundbase we've seen to
date), the Otone doesn't rustle up the detail
or dynamic know-how to meet them.
Whether it's a soundbase or a soundbar,
there are better options out there vying for
your investment.

Rating [T T ¥

FOR Decent volume levels; an improvement
on most TVs' sound; low price

AGAINST Shabby build; sound lacks detail; flat
dynamics; midrange has slight sibilant edge

VERDICT A neat design, but more thought
needs to go into sound and build, even at £130

Also consider

Cambridge Audio TV2 £200
[T TTT1

Rich, dynamic and

balanced - a near-

perfect option for boosting your TV's sound
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FIRST TESTS PORTABLE MUSIC PLAYER

Sony NW2z-A15 | Portable musicplayer | £170

Low-cost, high-res musichas arrived

High resolution is the audio fledgling that
hasn't quite found its momentum yet. One
of its obstacles is the prohibitive price of
music and equipment, so we're pleased to
see Sony bring its latest Walkman out at the
lower end of the market.

The NWZ-A15 is an entry-level music
player, offering high-res goodness for £170.
While it cannot match premium rivals on
performance and build, it's a good place to
start your resolution revolution.

For the money we wouldn't expect many
bells and whistles, and the NWZ-A15is a
suitably dedicated device. That means no
wi-fi, and no apps. Fancy some Spotify
streaming or Miracast/DLNA action? You're
in the wrong neighbourhood.

NFC (Near Field Communication), FM
radio and aptX Bluetooth is about as fancy
as the feature list gets. The screen - 2.2
inches, 320 x 240 pixels - only functions as
a display and offers no touch capability.

On the button

You control the Walkman using physical
buttons - remember those? A diamond-
shaped directional pad adorns the front,
with enter/play/pause at its centre.

The design is a matter of function over
form. That textured aluminium face makes
a good first impression, but the matte finish
on the back and sides looks and feels a little
cheap. We find ourselves missing the
luxury of the flagship Sony NWZ-ZX1, even
though it costs £380 more.

At least it's tiny. Sony currently claims
the A15 is the world’s smallest and lightest
high-resolution music player, which isn't
hard to believe. Measuring 109 x 44 x 9mm
and weighing only 66g, this thing will
disappear into your pocket without issue.

Loading music onto the Walkman is a
matter of dragging and dropping files from
your computer. The internal 16GB fills up

In cletail N —

Make the connection There's a
standard data/charging port and
3.5mm headphone port on the base

Card accepted Sony gives the NWZ-
A1516GB of internal storage, but you

can add a microSD card for more

Physical controls The play/pause
button sits centrally inside a
diamond-shape pad on the front

quickly, but you can just insert a microSD
card. File compatibility includes MP3, WAV,
AIFF, WMA, AAC, HE-AAC, FLAC and ALAC.
The NWZ-A15 does not decode DSD files.

Finding your content from the main
menu is easy enough, although the ‘Back’
key provides an easy escape if you do take a
wrong turn. It feels a little archaic, and not
entirely intuitive - especially after being
spoiled by lovely touchscreens.

Customise the sound

In the music playback screen, the options
menu gives you many ways to mess with
the sound as well as some bizarre offerings
limited to non-high-res tracks. We'd
recommend tinkering with the various EQ
settings and sound modes, but we're
essentially happy with the default sound.

We're impressed by the agile, energetic
audio performance of this diminutive
device. We start jamming with Bob Marley's
Could You Be Loved and it's an insightful
listen. The Walkman shows off all manner
of texture, from the obvious drumming and
guitar picking to the subtle cuica, played by
rubbing a wet cloth on a stick.

Tonal balance is good, with no undue
emphasis on any part of the frequency
range. It's a lean sound, which helps with
agility, but it never oversteps into thinness.

Timing and dynamics

Our recent experience with Sony portables
has led us to expect regimented precision,
but the A15 doesn't quite tick that box.
Instruments are well organised and clearly
positioned within an accurate soundstage,
but timing isn't as taut as we'd like. There's
also the issue of dynamics, which we'd like
to be more expressive.

Ultimately it comes down to this: if you
want the very best in sound quality and
features, the A15 isn't what you're looking
for. But if you're not after flashy features
and merely want to dip your toe into the
high-resolution water of portable music,
this is a good place to start.

Rating [T T TX1

FOR Lots of detail; small size; expandable
memory; excellent build and finish; easy to use
AGAINST Could do with better timing and
greater dynamics; uninspiring design

VERDICT This pared-down player is a good
way to get into high-resolution music

Also consider
Sony Experia Z3
[CIIT11]

Now supporting high-res music, this
smartphone sounds warm, punchy,
detailed and wonderfully spacious
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FIRST TESTS BLU-RAY PLAYER

OppoBDP-105D | Blu-ray player | £1100

A price that's well worth paying

In today’s market spending £1100 on a
Blu-ray player seems awfully steep. After
all, you can buy a truly accomplished
machine like our newly crowned Product of
the Year, the Sony BDP-S7200, for just over
£200. Can this high-end Oppo justify the
additional expense? On initial acquaintance
we weren't so sure, but after having spent
some time with the BDP-105D our

opinion has changed markedly.

First of all, it would be wrong to call this
just a Blu-ray player. Unlike some upmarket
machines, it matches the wide-ranging
feature-set of most mainstream players, but
takes the opportunity to add a couple of
extras for hardcore audio and video fans.

Playing the standards
Alongside the standard disc trio of Blu-ray,
DVD and CD, the BDP-105D will also play
SACDs and DVD-Audio discs. While the
likes of SACD and DVD-Audio are hardly
mainstream formats, they are good ways of
getting a high-resolution music signal into
your system, and that can't be a bad thing.
As has become common, the Oppo has
smart functionality: it'll deliver Netflix, You
Tube and BBC iPlayer among others and
can stream high-resolution music files (up
to 24-bit/192kHz) across a home network.
We're impressed with the BDP-105D’s
connectivity. It feels as if Oppo has tried to
cover all bases. There’s an ample supply of
type A USBs (three), HDMIs (MHL-
compatible inputs along with a pair of
outputs) as well as the usual digital audio of
optical, co-ax and (type B) USB. The optical
and coax are limited to 96kHz sampling
rates, while the USB accepts 192kHz.

DAC's a good one

Digital inputs on a product such as this are
only really useful if the on-board DACis a
good one - and it is. The design uses
high-quality ESS Sabre DAC chips, as found
on Audiolab’s hugely-talented £600 M-DAC
as well as pricier digital products.

There's no shortage of analogue outputs,
either. Alongside single-ended and (the
better sounding) balanced XLR stereo
connections, you'll find increasingly rare
multi-channel audio outputs designed for
use with older receivers that don't have

HDMI inputs, or can't cope with SACD or
DVD-Audio signals through them.

This Oppo impresses straight out of the
box. It's a big, solid unit that, while not
pretty, gives off a bold, purposeful aura. It
feels like a luxury piece of kit, making
cheaper alternatives seem insubstantial.
The front-panel controls are nicely
responsive, even if the display isn't quite as
informative as we'd like. Want to know the
sampling rate of the piece of music you're
streaming? Good luck with that.

The remote is a similarly substantial unit.
It's chunky, positive in use and backlit. We
wish more manufacturers would add
backlighting to their remotes. It makes a big
difference in a darkened room. We like this
handset, even if its layout is a touch busy.

Blu sky thinking

Blu-ray performance seems as good a place
to start as any, and here the BDP-105D
excels. We love its picture performance.
Oppo has added a DARBEE processing
function with a view to letting the user
fine-tune the image to taste. We played
with it for a while and decided we liked the
picture better without the additional
processing, so left it alone.

The Oppo's picture doesn't need much
help in any case. Watch the likes of Pacific
Rim and it's hard not to be impressed by the
crisp detailing and richly textured colours.
Every edge is precisely drawn, but not so
much that it looks unnaturally sharp. The
dimly lit fight scenes show off the player's
impressive insight into blacks and strong
contrast performance. There's plenty of
punch to brights, but this stops short of
glare and exhibits a pleasing degree of
subtlety when required. Every aspect of

1 Home work

Get connected to your home
network and stream high-
resolution music files through the

Oppo’s wired ethernet connection.

2 Two of akind

Twin HDMI outs gives you the
option of feeding your amp and
display separately, for optimum
performance.

3 Back to the future
Alongside single-ended and

In detail

balanced XLR stereo connections,

you'll find multi-channel audio
outputs for use with older
receivers that don‘t have HDMI

inputs, or can't cope with SACD or

DVD-Audio signals.

4 Take a sample

For owners of high-resolution
audio files, both the optical and
coaxial digital inputs are limited
to 96kHz sampling rates, so if
you're using 192kHz files, you
will need to use the USB input.

System builder total build £8150 I ——

Projector
Sony VPL-HW55ES £2800 [ T T T 111
Top-quality projector from Sony. Delivers loads of
detail, natural colours and
strong contrast. Smart menus
make it a pleasure to use.

Amplifier

Pioneer SC-LX58 £1400 [ [T T 111

A terrific performer: an agile and insightful sound
hat lacks nothing in punch,

dynamics or drive. There's

finesse here, too.

Speaker package
KEFR1005.1£2850 [T T T 111
A speaker package that has been the
class leader for a number of years

now. No rival we've heard betters

its cohesion, integration or insight.
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picture quality from motion handling, to
naturalness of colours or noise levels is top
class, and a clear step better than already
impressively capable machines such as
Marantz's UD7007 and Panasonic’s
DMP-BDT?700. At this point it's only fair to
point out that both these machines now
retail for around half the Oppo's price, so it's
clear the 105D needs to do more to justify
its price premium, and we think it does.

Shades of greatness

DVD picture quality is equally impressive.
There'’s the expected drop in performance
the format's lower resolution dictates and
small increases in motion artefacts and
noise levels. Yet, watching Stoker, we can't

BLU-RAY PLAYER FIRST TESTS

Fastenapp

A’MediaControl app is
available for iOS and Android
devices, and works pretty well. It's

the most convenient way to control
network streaming and offers a
standard handset layout or
touchpad; the latter is nice,
but frustrating, too.

consistently pleasing. There's a lovely
full-bodied balance with rich low
frequencies packing plenty of power. Vocals
are expressive and easy to follow, while the
treble just sparkles. There’s plenty of bite at
high frequencies but it's coupled to an
impressive degree of refinement.

The song remains the same

help but revel in the naturalness of the It's a highly listenable sound, but by the
colours and terrific level of insight. There's higher standards of dedicated music players
real subtlety to shades and colours of leaves it's clear that the Oppo could do with more
and skin tones are a joy to see. agility and crisper thythmic drive. As it is,

This player continues the good work
when it comes to movie sound. It has a
bold, full-bodied presentation that delivers
voices with real finesse and clarity, while
rendering explosions and suchlike with
power and authority. Detail levels are very
high and the sound presentation stays
composed even during busy scenes. Here
again, the Oppo pulls clearly ahead of other
premium machines, making for more
entertaining and engaging results. This
advantage is rammed home when it comes
to stereo music replay. It doesn't matter
whether we're talking about Eric Bibb's
Where the Green Grass Grows on SACD,

a CD of Carmina Burana or a DVD-A of
Missy Elliot, the results are

music sounds a touch relaxed and relaxing,
even when the source material isn't meant
to be. In musical terms we think the
BDP-105D is broadly the standard of a good
disc player like the Marantz CD6005, which
is still way better than any rival we've heard
manages. Even the Oppo's headphone
output sounds good, mirroring the
performance heard through the standard
line-level connections.
The story remains much the same when
we connect to the internal DAC with our
MacBook or stream music files across
our test network. Regardless of what
we listen to, the Oppo's refined,
authoritative nature comes to the
fore. A little more excitement wouldn't

go amiss, but it's not enough of a
shortcoming to take away from what is a
really good performance.

One-box wonder

It's easy to dismiss a machine like the
BDP-105D as being too expensive. If all you
want is a way of playing Blu-rays and DVDs,
it probably is. However, if you crave a really
talented source component that plays
pretty much all movie and music content to
a high standard, the story is very different.
Want one machine to do it all? Here it is.

Rating (TTTTT11

FOR Excellent picture quality; fine sound
through stereo and multi-channel; format
compatibility; good build and finish
AGAINST Display could be more informative

VERDICT If you want a source that does it all
with movies and music, the Oppois it

Also consider
Marantz UD7007 £500 [T T T 111

Big price drop makes it an even more appealing
proposition. Good

with both movies

and music.
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FIRST TESTS STEREO SPEAKERS

RothOIliRA1 | Stereospeakers | £100

Olé all the way for RA1

Calling speakers ‘bookshelf' is fine
and dandy until it comes to
actually finding them a home.
Some are only fit for shelves
that are as deep and tall as an
old-school 36in CRT TV.

But the Roth Oli RAls are
the real deal. At only a
millimetre over 23cm tall,
15cm wide and 15cm deep,
you will be doing well to find
a bookshelf these little
beauties can't sit on, or a desk
space they can't squeeze into.

Given the asking price,
they're nicely enough
designed. Okay, so the RAIls
don't feel particularly solid,
but the matt-black finish
(white is also available) looks
smart, so too do the curves
that wrap around the top and
bottom edges of each cabinet.
It's nice to get our hands
on something at this level
that doesn't looked
cobbled together with a few
pieces of chipboard and a
couple of tacks.

Bouncing off the walls

The Roths are a two-way design: each
speaker features a one-inch silk dome
tweeter and rather petite, four-inch
fibreglass hybrid mid/bass driver. The two
run-of-the-mill speaker terminals on the
back of each speaker are joined by a

small bass port and wall mount. Each
speaker slots onto a screw-in bracket
supplied in the box.

Just as you'd want from a speaker at this
price and size, the Oli RAls aren't too fussed
when you place them against a rear wall. If
anything, the compact cabinets thrive on

Play Drake’s Take Care and the Roths jump
into action - the opening exchanges are
rhythmic and tightly controlled

the proximity - the inclusion of a rear

bass port helps to reinforce low frequencies
and give them a greater sense of

impact compared to when they're placed
out in the open.

Comes out fighting

Play Drake’s Take Care and the Roths jump
into action - the opening exchanges are
rhythmic and tightly controlled. As Drake’s
vocal and the percussion kick in, there’s an
impressive sense of weight and drive to the
track - the powerful bassline acts as a solid
foundation and the Roths produce just
enough low-frequency heft for the listener
to feast on.

Faced with the Foo Fighters’ My Hero,
the RAls rock out with impressive detail
and dynamics. Drum kicks and guitar riffs
are tight and attacking, with plenty of
expression and emotion coming across
from Dave Grohl's vocal. The Roths also
possess enough dexterity to cope with a
shift in pace to tracks that demand a more
delicate, gentle approach.

You just need to take a little bit of care
when cranking up the volume - the Roths
harden and brighten up ever-so slightly
when they're stressed, but this only creeps

USE IT WITH

You can buy this
micro-system with, or
without speakers. Add
the RAlsinstead and
you've a great set-up.

in when the volume moves towards
anti-social. Otherwise they conjure up a
decent sense of scale and show impressive
weight and authority, all the more
impressive given their small dimensions.

Skills to pay the bills

If both space and budget are tight, or if
you're looking to upgrade the speakers
supplied with an ageing micro-system,
then the Oli RAls have the size and sonic
skills to fit the bill.

Rating [TTTTT11

FOR Compact size makes them versatile;
decent looks; dynamic and rhythmic sound
AGAINST Mids and highs harden when pushed
VERDICT For the money, you can't really

grumble - the Roth Oli RAls impress with their
compact size and confident sound quality

Also consider

Q Acoustics 2010i
£130 [T 1111

A high-quality pair of budget
speakers, capable of great
finesse, detail and dynamics.
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NODE

/ Wireless

/ Multi-room

/ Streaming

/ Music Player

SLUESOUND

HIGH-RES MUSIC
MULTI-ROOM
WIRELESS

BLUESOUND IS THE SOUND OF LIVING HIFI

BLUESOUND™ is a 24-bit native, pure-digital streaming music player
ecosystem designed and engineered by audiophiles. Our total dedication
to sonic performance is matched only by our deep love of music.

24/192 NATIVE / ASYNCHRONOUS USB INPUT / ARM CORTEX™ A8 PROCESSORS / WIFI / 10S & ANDROID APPS

LEARN MORE ABOUT #LIVINGHIFI AT BLUESOUND.COM
AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY AT SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION STORES

WHAT HI-FI? |\WHAT HI'FI?
AWARDS 2014 AWARDS 2014

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

Streamers
Best streamer up to £600
Bluesound Node

Multi-room systems
Best multi-room system £500+
Bluesound

VAULT
Network
(
Streaming
Music Player
FLAC CD Ripper
Dedicated Music Storage

S~ N S N




FULL ROOM,
CULL SOUND, |
FULL OF JOY

Libratone DIVA is a 225W complete TV soundbar and wireless music
system with built-in subwoofer in one sleek, integrated solution that
will enhance your Christmas Day viewing & listening pleasure.

Whether you are at home or away, the Libratone ZIPP is the portable
speaker with up to 8 hours battery time, that enables you to take the
spirit of Christmas anywhere and everywhere.

Find your nearest reseller or buy online at libratone.com

Colour up with a free cover!

Buy a Libratone DIVA or ZIPP and get
a free extra wool cover from our vast
colour range with online registration.

LIBRATONE DIVA

SOUNDBAR WITH BUILT-IN SUBWOOFER

£649.95..

LIBRATONE ZIPP w6140

NOW WITH BLUETOOTH 4.0

£29995..

IBRATONE

connect.. 360 Scar\dina\/iahTM

®

[di%d EiPhone] [ AirPlay ] [ ©Bluetooth ] [@dlna ] [m NFC ] @Spoﬁfy




Bowers & Wilkins T7 | Wireless speaker | £300

Class-leading portable carries the day

WIRELESS SPEAKER FIRST TESTS

It's almost a surprise that a speaker
company as renowned and as popular as
Bowers & Wilkins doesn't already have a
Bluetooth speaker in its increasingly broad
range of products. Well, now it does, in the
shape of the B&W T7, its first portable
Bluetooth wireless speaker.

B&W's Zeppelin Air, A5 and A7 wireless
AirPlay speakers led the way in their
respective price categories for Apple users
wanting wireless music. Now the T7 wants
to do the same for portable Bluetooth
speakers, opening B&W up to an audience
of Android and other device users (and, of
course, Apple).

Thoughtful design

The T7 speaker looks like a B&W product.
There’s a premium look, and an obvious
design flourish which helps set the speaker
apart. This is mainly thanks to the Micro
Matrix design, which makes for a
transparent frame around the main bulk

of the speaker, creating a neat honeycomb
effect. It's designed to improve the sound
by making a solid, resonance-free structure.
It also looks smart, twinkling when it
catches the light.

At 950g it's light enough to be portable
and fit in a bag, yet still feels more solid and
robust than you might think when you first
pick it up (although it will wobble on its
4cm-deep base given too strong a prod).

On the top edge you'll find four control
buttons which let you pair, play/pause and
adjust the volume, and there’s a blue LED to
one side, which shows when you're paired.

Around the back there's a power socket
and aux input for non-Bluetooth devices.
There’s no USB connection for charging
your device as you find on some rivals, but
we think that's very much a bonus rather
than a necessity.

B&W told us the aptX codec was a must
to ensure the T7 could achieve the
Bluetooth sound quality the company
wanted, so that's present and correct.

Quick hook-up, long playing time
We connect a variety of Apple and Android
devices without problem, as well as a
MacBook Pro. B&W claims 18 hours of
playback (75 per cent volume, rock music)
- but suggests you should get much longer,
anything up to 40 hours, at lower volume
and/or with speech radio. We comfortably
get more than 24 hours music playback.
The specs are solid, the features more
than sufficient. But what really matters is
the sound quality. And at £300 it needs to
be good. Thankfully, we're impressed. The
B&W T7 sound is an easy, pleasurable listen
that does a fine job of delivering high-
quality sound in a portable package.

The specs are solid, the features more than
sufficient. But what really matters is the sound
- at £300 it needs to be good. Thankfully, the T7

does a fine job of delivering high-quality audio

Streaming lossless FLAC files from our
aptX-enabled Sony Xperia Z3, music is
detailed, nicely balanced and musical. It
Ain't Hard To Tell from Nas' remastered
Ilimatic XX album has a solid, punchy bass
that gets your head nodding, plus clear
vocals to help deliver an open, relatively
spacious sound from a small speaker.

Realism and rhythm
Instruments sound natural and realistic,
with impressive dynamics ensuring notes
stop and start punctually, helping to give
the sound plenty of attack and rhythm.
Play Bob Marley's Waiting in Vain and
though some rivals might deliver more
bass, it won't sound as tight as it does on
the T7. There's no flappiness, no loss of
composure at loud volume - instead the T7
doles out bass weight when it's required.
And it does go pretty loud. The Loewe
Speaker 2GO goes louder and sounds a bit
bigger but is never as organised or musical.

USE IT WITH

A great big-screen
smartphone that
also offers aptX
Bluetooth.

The T7's honeycomb
Micro Matrix design
aims to create a solid,

resonance-free unit

Play something a little brighter and
edgier, such as Metallica's Until It Sleeps,
and the T7 faithfully delivers the
recording’s raw flavour. You can, though,
push the speaker closer to a wall to take the
edge off a little and fill out that bottom end.

The B&W T7 is at the upper limit of what
we'd expect most people would be prepared
to pay for a compact portable wireless
speaker, and beyond it for some. But if you
value sound quality, as of course we do, and
you've got the budget for it, this really is
money well spent.

The T7 looks the part, does everything
you'd expect a Bluetooth speaker to do, and
sounds comfortably better than any such
product we've heard at the price. Bowers &
Wilkins has entered the market in style.

Rating [TTTIT1

FOR Looks good; impressive battery life; easy
to use; detailed, musical sound

AGAINST No USB charging facility

VERDICT B&W's first Bluetooth effort looks

good and sounds great - a genuinely portable
speaker that justifies its premium price

Also consider

Loewe Speaker 2go

£230 [ 111

Big, powerful sound and charges your phone,
too - but lacks the clarity and subtlety of the T7.
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WHAT HI-FI?
LALCE R LI L AWARDS HIGHLIGHTS 2014

CELEBRATING THE
BEST OF THE BEST

The 2014 What Hi-Fi? Awards was the biggest yet.
This year's Oscars of the hi-fi industry, held at the
London Hilton on Park Lane, presented 99 Best Buy
winners over an unprecedented 24 categories.

Every winner is a class-leader - and the 24 Products
of the Year represent the pinnacle of their category.
That's a lot of pinnacles - which is even better for you,
because it means there's a ton of great kit out there
for you to fill your house with...

Best portable on-ears up to £100
AKG Y50 £80

It's a pair of portable cans that put design and sound
quality on an equal footing - and they're all the better
for it. Don't be fooled by the looks (something of

a departure for AKG, it has to be said) - these pack
both style and substance. They are premium from
start to finish, with aluminium ear-cups (which
house hefty 40mm drivers), comfy leather ear-pads
and a neat folding mechanism.

The fact that they outperform many pricier
competitors while still only costing £80 doesn't

hurt. And neither does the level of that performance: But that's not to say that they can't do subtle, too.

the Y50s combine balance, insight and space with the The Y50s handle orchestral music with the poise

lfmd of Pl_mCh' thythmic ability and downright . of a top conductor - revealing startling amounts of
listenability that almost forces toes to start tapping. detail and openness. They're a top pair of headphones.

1 Home Cnems Speciiss “The Y50s don't put a foot wrong. Don't be fooled
Call 01707278 113 by the design: it's just a smokescreen for what is
@AKGaudio another pair of great-sounding AKG beadphbones”

Visit uk.akg.com



AWARDS PROMOTION

Best equipment support

A\ |

Atacama Evoque Eco 60-40 £450

It's a thing of beauty, that’s what it is. Kit racks don't
generally get an appreciative “ooh” out of the team,
but this one did - and that's all down to its ultra
high-quality build and materials.

The shelves are made from solid bamboo, and
come in three shades - light, medium and a sultry
dark, and are set off by the glossy black legs (available
in a variety of lengths to suit your kit) and shiny
steel cone caps and spikes. Even better, it's modular,
too: you can add extra shelves for £150 each - so
it can grow as your system does.

It saw our Cyrus CDi/Roksan Caspian M2 reference
system deliver a confident, insightful and hugely
enjoyable sound - with punchy bass, nuanced
midrange and clear, open top-end.

Visit www.atacama-audio.co.uk

Call 01455 283 251

“It’s pricier than some rivals, but we think it’s well
worth it for that stellar build quality and materials,
not to mention the way it works with our kit”

Best floorstanders £1200+
Spendor A6GR £2500

Revamping an already successful product is always
arisk - but for Spendor, this update of the Award-
winning A6 speakers has paid off big-time. Visually
there isn't a lot of difference - but the innards have
been overhauled, and include a new 18cm mid/bass
driver and re-engineered crossover.

Because their performance is exceptional. They're
surprisingly deep and punchy for their size, and
that provides a solid foundation for the expressive
midrange and refined, detailed treble. It all sits
together into a really coherent whole, too - there are
no sharp edges, and no unbalanced honks or booms.
And if dynamic clout floats your aural boat, then
you're in for a treat. The original A6s were no slouches

Visit spendoraudio.com
Call 01323 843 474

@spendoraudio

in this department, but the A6Rs
take that ability to a whole new
level - doing a great job of
contrasting bombastic choruses
with nuanced, detailed verses.
Best of all, they're completely
unflusterable, whether they're
fed full-on classical pieces or
weird, on-beat/off-beat fusion.
The A6Rs are a splendid pair
of speakers that manage to do
a heck of a lot exactly right. Give
them an audition and you'll
be left in no doubt as to where
your money will be going...

“The A6Rs show another level of dynamic attack.
They keep a strong grip on bouncing basslines,
with a low end that’s both punchy and agile...”




2014: The year in tech

We look back at the emerging trends and fading lights of the past 12 months

nd with a single blink of an
LED indicator, it's almost

time to power down for
2014. From CES in Las Vegas to IFA
in Berlin to the What Hi-Fi? Awards A GOOD YEAR FOR---
in London, it's been quite a year Multi-room systems, lossless audio and vinyl

-and now is as good a time as any
to take a look back at what the past
12 months in tech have brought us
(before we get round to going
round again).

Multi-room mania
If 2013 was the year in which hi-fi
threw off its wired shackles as the
digital music revolution took root,
then 2014 has been all about the
multi-room music market. Sonos
had long been our go-to system of
choice for ‘wireless hi-fi', but 2014
now has us spoiled for choice.
Nowhere was it more evident
than at IFA 2014, with both
Harman Kardon and Monster
adding to the multi-room ranks
that now include HEOS by Denon,
systems from LG and Samsung,
not to mention a Product of the

Year from Bluesound. A BAD YEAR FOR...

The introduction of new players
also brings features not previously Plasma TV, the “"Nokiasmartphone” and the iPod Classic
available in a multi-room system
- including Bluetooth streaming
alongside wi-fi to name just one.

And with the market becoming
more crowded and competitive, it
will come as little surprise to hear
that things appear to be getting a
little heated - the news that Sonos
has accused Denon of infringing
patents being a case in point.

Upping the resolution ante
One of the features that helped the
Bluesound system to claim top
honours at our Awards was its
high-resolution audio capabilities.
High-res audio may not exactly
be anew arrival in 2014, but it has
started to build up a head of steam
in recent months - the Consumer
Electronic Association has gone as
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Audio-Technica's MSR7
After new over-ear headphones

* Marantz's new HD-DAC1
The company has introduced its
first high-end headphone amp

- complete with integrated DAC.
It's now available for £680.
http.//whfcm/MarantzHD-DACI

that get the best out of high-res
audio? Audio-Technica claims its
£200 MSRY cans will do just that.
http.//whfcm/ATH-MSR7

There is the sense that we might be getting
somewhere [with 4K TV]; the World Cup and
Commonwealth Games serving as testbeds

for live 4K broadcasting during the summer

2014 review: Tech
year in headlines

far as to take the wraps off a formal
definition for the format.

That definition wasn't without
its contentions, but it does mean it
should be easier for consumers to
know more about their purchases.

And if streaming is your thing,
Qobuz and Tidal offer millions of
tracks in lossless CD quality.

Small screen, big definition
From hi-fi to home cinema, and 4K
Ultra HD. It has moved forward in
2014 - yet the availability of 4K
content still remains a bugbear.

But there is the sense that we
might be getting somewhere; the
World Cup and Commonwealth
Games served as testbeds for live
4K broadcasting, while Japan is
also making progress with its tests.

It's not just about your home
cinema picture. Dolby Atmos has
arrived in 2014 with the promise
of cinema-quality sound at home.

Onkyo, Yamaha, Denon and
Pioneer are among the companies
to have either announced or
released Dolby Atmos-enabled Kit,
and it’s very much a trend to keep
tabs on in 2015.

The spinner takes it all
Not new, but an honourable
mention nevertheless to the

humble record player, which has
kept up its resurgence with 2015
now looming.

April saw another successful
Record Store Day celebrate the
vinyl format, and it looks as
though vinyl sales are set to pass
one million in 2014 for the first
time since the mid-1990s.

Butit's not all good news...
In with the new, and out with
the old. We can't escape 2014
without having to say goodbye
to some technology titans -
most notably the all-conquering
iPod Classic.

The long-running rumours of
plasma television's demise also
came to fruition this year, with LG,
the last major plasma maker,
calling time on the TV technology.

And we will no longer see
Nokia's name on smartphones,
following the sale of its mobile
division to Microsoft - the end of
an era with the end of an iconic
mobile brand.

Back to the future

So, what comes next? Will OLED
TV hopes be realised? Will bigger
smartphones steal the tablet's
thunder? And will “wireless hi-fi"
reach new heights? We shall see.

Amazon Fire TV, B&O wireless speaker,

) 10)>2-1 New launches

Pureradio, Dynaudio, and Google Nexus

T ake a trip down memory lane (well, 12 months
worth) with our look back at some of 2014’s
highlights in the world of consumer tech.
January

- Naim introduces its Statement amplifiers

» Focal unveils its Dimension soundbar

and soundbase

February

- B&W's new 600 speaker series is launched

- Q Acoustics’s Concept 40 speakers revealed
March

* Neil Young debuts PonoMusic via Kickstarter

» Google’s Chromecast arrives in the UK

* Sonus Faber's Extrema marks the

company's 30th birthday

April

- Microsoft finally completes

purchase of Nokia's mobile arm

- Naim announces it is

entering the wireless speaker

market with the Mu-so

- Netflix brings 4K streaming to

this side of the Atlantic

May

- Apple buys Beats in $3bn deal

- Beyerdynamic celebrates 90 years

with special-edition T90 headphones

- Dali's new Rubicon speaker range is unveiled

June

- Bluesound enters the multi-room music market

* LG reveals the “world’s first” curved 4K OLED TVs

» Gibson snaps up Philips's AV business

- Primare unveils Reference 60 series amplifiers
July

- Germany win football's World Cup - in 4K Ultra HD
* BBC showcases 4G TV at the Commonwealth Games
August

» Qobuz brings its high-res download store to the UK
+ LG unveils Music Flow multi-room system

- B&W launches new CM S2 series speakers
September

« Apple heralds the “best iPhone yet” with the 6 and
6 Plus, but kills off the iPod Classic

- Pioneer sells its DJ and AV businesses to Onkyo

- Technics returns to the high-end hi-fi market
October

* LG confirms it will be ending plasma TV production
- Dynaudio taken over by China-based GoerTek

For more news, reviews and
buying advice, visit whathifi.com

wwwwhathifi.com 35



* Denon DA-10

The DA-10 headphone amplifier supports
high-res and DSD files and can upscale
low-res files too. Its rechargeable battery
means it's portable too. It's yours for £280.
http://whfcm/DenonDATO

The Amazon Fire TV is finally available in the UK. If you want

a set-top box for apps and services, but don't want to
partake in Apple or Sky’s offerings, it could be the one for you. It
provides access to services such as BBC iPlayer, Netflix and
Spotify, as well as Amazon Instant Video. It's also said to have
three times the processing grunt of the Apple TV and can be
controlled via voice too. 1080p video playback and Advanced
Streaming and Prediction (ASAP) technology also feature. For
more information, head to http://whf.cm/AmazonFireBox.

New launches

e 2 B&O BeoPlay A2 £300 Just as B&W has released

1 AmazonFireTV £80

its first portable wireless speaker, B&O has done the same

with the BeoPlay A2. It supports aptX Bluetooth for
wireless streaming and also features 180W of power with
True360 omni-directional dispersion, plus a claimed 24-hour
battery life. Want to know more? http://whf.cm/BandOA2

e Pure Evoke D6
3 £180 The Evoke
D6 features
Bluetooth connectivity as
well as FM, DAB and DAB+

tuners. Two forward-firing
o speakers can be found on

the front of the oak veneer
casing. A20W amplifier
Dynaudio Focus XD from
4 £4500 The Focus XD range of
digitally active speakers comprises

powers the Evoke D6 and it
the 200 standmounts, and 400 and 600

also comes with an auxiliary
input, two alarms and a touch sensitive

floorstanders. 24-bit/192kHz high-

resolution audio is supported

SnoozeHandle. For more information: http://whf.cm/EvokeD6
and this can be streamed

wirelessly via the Dynaudio

Hub. Bass response and high Google Nexus 6 and Nexus 9 £tbc
frequencies can be adjusted 5 Google is the last major smartphone and tablet
according to room acoustics producer to unveil its latest wares. Along with the

using a speaker position EQ.
Each speaker, hand-made in
Denmark, benefits from
Esotec+ woofers and tweeters.
http://whf.cm/FocusXD
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latest edition of the Android OS, the Motorola-made Nexus
6 features a 6in Quad HD screen, 2.7GHz processor and
13MP camera. The HTC-made Nexus 9 features a 9in screen,
64-bit processor

and a 6700mAh

battery. http://

whfcm/

Nexus2014 e



Streaming,.
Innovation.

www.cyrusaudio.com

The latest Cyrus streaming models are available as four perfectly focused
variants. Each is a state of the art streamer at the very peak of what is possible
in HD music streaming today.

Our flagship Stream XP, Qx combines a superb pre amp and DAC. Visit our
website to learn about each of the four models and discover a wide range of
streaming advice.

Stream X Signature

Streamline
Stream XP, Qx

Stream Xa

New! New!
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www.cyrusaudio.com :
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ADVERTISING FEATURE

Decades'-worth of audio and video expertise combine in the Pioneer BDP-LX88
Blu-ray player - bringing the ultimate movie experience directly to your living room

eference. In the world of all

things audio/visual, it's an

important word. It describes
the conditions created by the people
who actually make the content you love.
The volumes they use to mix the sound;
the settings they use on their video
equipment when they edit. It's the
gold-standard for ultimate quality.

Pioneer takes that level of accuracy

extremely seriously. That's why it's
applied over 30 years of expertise to the

new flagship BDP-LX88 Blu-ray player
- a fully fledged reference product in
its own right.

The BDP-LX88 uses advanced reading
technology to reproduce material in
a more revealing way than ever. What
does that mean for you? Simply that
you'll see and hear your favourite content
as never before, in a way nothing else
can deliver - not to mention that you'll
be safe in the knowledge that you own
the ultimate playback machine.

ADVANCED DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

Great performance starts with great design.

Pioneer's designers know this - which is why
they've used a raft of advanced techniques to

form this Blu-ray player’s internal structure.
It's separated into three chambers for a

start - one each for the power supply, digital

processing and analogue audio circuits.

It's all shielded, greatly reducing the possibility

of unwanted electronic interference.
Crucially, it's also extremely rigid. The
double-layered chassis, highly rigid centre

frames, aluminium side-panels, steel-plate top
panel and quiet, rigid Blu-ray drive all help reduce
vibrations. Less vibration means more stability
for the high-precision disc drive. And that in turn
means better audio and video quality for you.

“Blu-ray Disc”, “Blu-ray” and “Blu-ray Disc” logo are trademarks of Blu-ray Disc Association. The terms HDMI and HDMI High-Definition Multimedia Interface, and the HDMI Logo are trademarks or
registered trademarks of HDMI Licensing LLC in the United States and other countries. SABRE™ is a trademark of ESS Technology, Inc




VIDEO LIKE YOU'VE NEVER SEEN

ADVERTISING FEATURE

A REAL TREAT FOR YOUR EARS

The BDP-LX88's disc transport is a
masterclass in precision. That in itself
spells fantastic news for video quality -
but there’'s more. The player also benefits
from full-spec 4K/60p/4:4:4/24-bit
upscaling thanks to the Precise Pixel
Driver with HD Detail Enhancer and Triple
HD Noise Reduction for high-quality video
processing; 4K Reference Converter for
accurate and natural 4K upscaling; and,
of course, the combined experience of
Pioneer's video-tuning experts.

Precise 4K
Content data Pixel HD (1080/24p, 60p) Reference 4K (2160/24p, 60p)
Driver Converter
HD processing 4K upscaling

Great audio is a staple of any quality home
cinema experience and the BDP-LX88 is
perfectly equipped to deliver. A large-capacity
power supply ensures plenty of brawn, while
the ESS SABRE3? Reference DAC (ES9018)
handles the subtleties. Dual HDMI outputs allow
separate transmission of audio and video, while
PQLS bitstreaming all but eliminates jitter from
the audio when it's sent to a compatible Pioneer
AV receiver. What does that all mean? Awesome
movie sound and stunning music reproduction.

pioneer.co.uk

_f facebook.com/pioneer.electronics

. @pioneerUK




SOUNDBARS £190-£350

SUPERTEST

For afull list of specifications and
other useful info visit whathifi.com

Your IV
l00KS great.

Allthat flatscreen brilliance deserves some quality audio to complete the
picture. And these discreet, modestly priced devices can provideit

e all long for something to boost our TV's innately
tinny sound, but not everyone wants to pay through
the nose to do so. That's where budget soundbars
come in. Despite the arrival of the soundbase, the ever-
growing soundbar market seems to have no intention
of slowing down. But quantity doesn't always mean
quality, as this test demonstrates. ON TEST

Humax STA-1200BSW

The king and the pretenders JBLSB350
Here we have our newly hailed Award-winner, the LGNB4540
Philips HTL5140, facing new rivals from Humax, Philips HTL5140
JBL, LG, Samsung, Polk and Toshiba. A four-star Pioneer SBX-N700
Pioneer we reviewed earlier in the year also joins PolkN1
the scrum following a considerable price drop. Samsung HW-H550

These hopefuls range in price from £190-£350, ToshibaSB3950M1

with some boasting aptX Bluetooth capability, the
convenience of HDMI connections, and ultra-thin
designs. One is billed as the “world's slimmest soundbar”.
Another can wirelessly connect to your telly. But which
deserves that pride of place in front of your TV? The next few
pages will give you the answer.
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SOUNDBARS SUPERTEST

The Humax is less than 4cm tall, so it's safe to
say it will sit in front of your telly without
blocking any part of the screen. Its broad 120cm
frame makes up for its slenderness elsewhere

.. Atight spot .o
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Humax STA-1200BSW

The “world’s slimmest soundbar” -
that's how Humax bills this unit. Indeed,
measuring just 2cm deep, it's as thin as
a Mars bar (we checked).

Humax is best known for its set-top
boxes and PVRs, so it deserves kudos for
entering the crowded budget-soundbar
market. And we're quite taken with the
Korean company's nickname for the bar,
too: ‘The Blade'.

The STA-12000BSW is less than 4cm
tall, too, so it's safe to say it will sit in
front of your telly without blocking any
part of the screen. Its broad 120cm frame
makes up for its slenderness elsewhere
- it spreads approximately the width of
an average 55in telly. It does, though, sit
on a small plastic stand and can topple
fairly easily if it's nudged.

Internal workings
It's hard to believe there's room inside
this bar for any workings, but the grey
strip that runs across the matt-black
body hides four drivers. A separate
subwoofer boosts its efforts.

The space-efficient sub is easy to
house, too. While most soundbars come

toting a wireless sub, the Humax's
passive woofer needs to be wired to the
bar (on the plus side, it doesn't require
power from the mains).

Balancing act
Of course, extreme slimness isn't
everything - how does it sound? A
skinny build on a soundbar often means
thinness and imbalance with the sound,
but the STA-1200BSW's balance is
largely fine. Put on motorbike racing
documentary TT3D: Closer to the Edge
and it does well to avoid making
screeching brakes sound brittle and
hard. The sub delivers controlled bass,
while interviews with bikers come
through with fair clarity and substance.
Its physical proportions help it to
produce a relatively wide soundfield.
Bikes tear across the screen with a
significantly more full-bodied sound
than you'd get from most TVs - but they
don't exactly roar through, and detail is
fair rather than impressive. The
price-matching Polk N1 is much more of
a powerhouse, and outmuscles the
Humax with relative ease.

We can't pretend
the Humax's remote
control is among the
best of its kind.
Prone to scratches
and finger marks, its
glossy black body
looks and feels cheap

The Humax's lack of dynamic punch is
its undoing. It's all a bit of a flat tyre
really as the riders cane it around the
dangerous road circuit.

We spin a CD of Happy by Pharrell
Williams and the delivery is certainly
listenable. Its presentation is spacious
enough to give a sense of staging, even if
it does fail to get us foot-tapping as we
usually do with this tune.

Unfortunately, the Humax's strengths
start and end with its super-thin frame.
Its performance is an improvement on
the sound of most TVs, but it falls short of
the detail and dynamics of some rivals.
When it comes to soundbars, size
matters - but sound matters more.

We'd take our money elsewhere.

Rating [T 133
FOR Slim, unobtrusive design; balanced
delivery; fairly wide soundfield

AGAINST Lacks the muscle, detail and
dynamics of rivals; stability; poor remote

VERDICT The Humax claims some fame with
design, but its lacklustre sound disappoints
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SONY

Our most beautiful
picture ever
New Sony 4K Ultra HD TV

Now you can see everything at four times the
detail of Full HD. It's not just detail, it's Sony 4K detail.

<4< #Sony4K

Ultra HD TV ‘Sony” and its logos are registered trademarks or trademarks of Sony Corporation.



SOUNDBARS SUPERTEST

The soundfield throws you right into the
action - it's immersive and crammed with
detail. There's precision here: you can track
every shard of glass as it splinters in slow-mo

0e®%0 4
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JBLSB 350

JBL has given us some gorgeous
soundbars in the SB 200 and SB 400 -
and the SB 350 is yet another knockout.
It might be just another long black bar,
but its tasteful silver trimmings and
stylish semi-cylindrical body make a
stylish change. It oozes quality, and
would easily pocket the full five stars if it
were about looks alone.

With two circular feet hoisting the bar
to a height of 8cm, the SB 350 just about
manages to sit beneath our TV screen. Its
slim body doesn't require much space in
front of the telly, though the bar can be
wall-mounted, too (there’s a switch on
the back to optimise performance for
placement on a table or wall).

Ample connections
Also found at the rear are an optical input,
3.5mm mini-jack and HDMI ARC output,
for a passable connections list. Don't get
too excited about the USB socket though
- it's for firmware updates only. The JBL
does double as a wireless music speaker
though, thanks to built-in Bluetooth.
The partnering subwoofer is relatively
nondescript, although it racks up points

L1

for its practical, compact build. It's a
downward-firing design using a 16cm
woofer to shift the air.

A big draw

One of the SB 350's biggest draws in
performance is its large-scale dynamics
- ideal for blockbusters like G.I. Joe:
Retaliation. As we once again root for the
Joes facing their arch enemy Cobra, the
soundfield throws you right into the
action. Fight scenes fill the room with
sound, and it's immersive and crammed
with detail. There's precision here - you
can track every shard of glass as it
splinters in slow-mo.

The lengthy ninja battle-scene is a
challenge, as trebletastic metal-on-metal
effects burst onto the soundfield, but the
SB 350 remains cool, calm and collected,
showing not even the slightest hint of a
hard edge. Clashing swords have bite,
but they are never piercing.

The sub delivers too, with generous
bass (although we'd turn it down a bit to
even things out tonally). Meanwhile,
expressive dynamics make the fast-paced
movie score all the more exhilarating.

Giventhe JBL's
£350 price tag, we
think the credit-card
remote is a poor
effort. Its buttons
are neatly arranged
but it feels cheap
and insubstantial

The SB 350's midrange is clear - it
becomes indistinct only if you turn on
‘Virtual Surround’ mode. Voices aren't as
insightful or well projected as on the
Philips HTL5140 (£270), while you can pay
another £50 for our Product of the Year,
the Q Acoustics Media 4 (£400) and get
more midrange solidity and expression.
Still, the SB 350's performance has a lot
going for it with movies and music alike.

Ultimately, stiff competition prevents
the SB 350 winning a fifth star, but the
SB 350's showstopping design is exactly
what you'd want in front of your telly.
And with a decent sound that's big,
dynamic and detailed, it grants movies
the thrilling and immersive quality they
(and you) deserve.

Rating [T T 131

FOR Big, dynamic sound; lashings of detail;
precise soundfield; elegant and practical design
AGAINST Midrange lacks the insight and
clarity of some rivals

VERDICT An exciting and dynamic sound, if
not quite revealing enough to be a class-leader
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SUPERTEST SOUNDBARS

The sound on the LG NB4540 is relatively
detailed, but the problem is balance. The
soundbar’s midrange and treble feel
undernourished, lacking weight and solidity

LG NB4540

This time last year we were cooing over
an LG soundbar in the budget market. Of
course, we're referring to the 2013
Award-winning NB4530A. Its smaller
sibling - the NB3530A - was pretty good
too. Since then, LG has experienced a
dip in form. Earlier this year, the NB5540
won points with its stylish, ultra-slim
design but couldn’t deliver the goods in
the sound department. Here is its little
brother, the LG NB4540, and it's much
the same.

Confounded not surrounded

In addition to the common stereo-plus-
subwoofer configuration, the NB4540
has two extra drivers dedicated to
feeding out the ‘surround’ information
of a film soundtrack, which is designed
to create an enveloping sound.

Put on the Ender’s Game Blu-ray and
it's not the most immersive soundfield,
though, as drones circulate in the space
simulation - it's certainly not as big or
open as with the Polk N1 or JBL SB350.
Nevertheless, there’s a good sense of
depth to the sound, and the shuttle
movements are easily traceable as they

46 wwwwhathifi.com

cross the screen. It goes fairly loud, too.
The sound on the NB4540 is relatively
detailed, but the problem is balance. The
soundbar’s midrange and treble feel
undernourished, lacking the weight and
solidity of its their rivals. As Ender
shouts commands to his crew, it's
reasonably clear and communicative,
but severely lacks body and substance.
Bass dominates the presentation.
Jump to Ender’s final simulation and
there's deep rumble when fire engulfs
the planet. It’s a little overbearing, so we
turn the bass down a notch on the
remote. But even then, presentation is
far from neutral, and gaps between the
low and mid frequencies are noticeable.
The remote has
a brushed-silver
finish to match
the soundbar. It'sa
decent unit, too

Bypass the bass

We find ‘standard’ and ‘bypass’ to

be the best-balanced sound modes. Use
the NB4540 for music (over non-aptX
Bluetooth), and its reasonably detailed
and musical character is hampered

by that tonal imbalance. Play Save

Me (Underdog) by Turin Brakes and

the opening acoustic riff is too

thin and lightweight.
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.. The LG NB4540Q is an elegant °
° soundbar: sleek, modern and °
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The slim body is mainly plastic, but its
brushed-metal effect has aesthetic appeal
(see above). The wireless sub has a
similarly modern and shiny finish, and
pumps out 160W through its side-firing
woofer, hidden beneath a mesh grille.
Connections are another plus point:
HDMI inputs aren't a given at this price,
but the NB4540 has an HDMI input and
ARC-compatible HDMI output. There are
also USB, optical and 3.5mm inputs on
board, as well as the Bluetooth spec.
Suffering the same three-star fate as
its big brother, the NB4540 simply can't
compete with the top performers. It falls
short when it comes to balance,
dynamics and integration- and not even
a smart appearance can make up for that.

Rating [T 13

FOR Sleek, practical design; ample
connections; clear, relatively detailed sound

AGAINST Thin midrange; rivals have more
solidity and balance

VERDICT Has its strengths, but sound isn't
one. Outclassed by similarly priced rivals







SUPERTEST SOUNDBARS
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It's a treat to use. A clear and bright text display
is helpful when changing inputs, and the
remote is responsive. You will be surprised at
the calibre of sound from such a slim unit, too

Philips HTL5140

This smart-looking soundbar fought
off a number of rivals to secure a place
on the 2014 What Hi-Fi? Awards podium.
But the newly crowned champion can't
rest on its laurels yet; just a month on
and it's under the spotlight again as it
faces the next batch of contenders.

So does the HTL5140 meet its
match this time round? In a word, no.

If anything, a second spin only confirms
its class-leading position.

Although we prefer the ultra-flat
design of the LG NB4540, the HTL5140's
build is far from distracting - the 5cm
tall bar won't block your viewing,
that's for sure. It doesn't draw attention
to itself, and keeps a low profile in
front of your telly.

Assembleinaline
Once the bar's three parts are slotted and
screwed together - the speaker ends
hide four drivers and two tweeters, and
fit into either side of the centre module
- the HTL5140 spreads roughly the
width of a 42in telly.

It's a treat to use. A clear and bright
text display is helpful when changing
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inputs or the unit's seven sound modes,
while the remote is responsive.

The HTL5140's wealth of connections
includes HDMI, optical, 3.5mm and USB
inputs. There’s aptX Bluetooth - with
one-touch NFC pairing - for wireless
music streaming too. Completing the lot
is a useful HDMI ARC output, which lets
home cinema sources be plugged
directly into the bar so only the one
HDMI cable runs out to your TV's input.

Rich pickings

You will be surprised at the calibre of
sound from such a slim unit. Rich,
dynamic and detailed, the HTL5140 is
ajoy to listen to. It produces plenty of
energy and detail to make even the
frankly dire samurai movie 47 Ronin
mildly enjoyable.

As the samurai battle, the clash of their
swords is clear, never once teetering into
hardness. At the other end, there’s decent
bass punch. The subwoofer and bar work
hand in hand towards a consistent
soundfield. It might not break
boundaries for spaciousness, but that's
not a problem - it will fill an average

Largely a clone of
the standard remote
Philips supplies with
its TVs, the curved
handset has rubber
buttons, feels good
inthe hand and is
generally easy to use

living space and goes louder than you'd
probably need it to. Midrange carries
weight and transparency in equal measure,
so voices are neither too thin nor muddy.

The final showdown between the Kira
and the Ronins is full of sound effects,
but the HTL5140 has no problem
unpicking the details in the action scene.

The HTL5140 finishes on a high with
music performance. Play Eminem’s Rap
God over Bluetooth and it has a firm
hand on the song's jaunty rhythms.

The HTL5140 remains the best budget
soundbar around, impressing yet again
with its super-slim design and insightful,
balanced sound. Have you been good
this year? Then put this at the top of
your Christmas list.

1
Rating (T T 1111
FOR Insightful, balanced delivery; far-flung

dynamics; well-integrated presentation; smart,
compact design:; clear text display

AGAINST Nothing of note

VERDICT A brilliant performance and good
design in one great-value package
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The sub'’s tall and narrow profile makes it ideal
to place on the floor alongside your TV. It can
be left to its own devices, thanks to automatic
wireless connection with the bar. Handy

Pioneer SBX-N/00

While some brands are entering
double-digit territory on the number of
their soundbar models, Pioneer remains
content with its three-strong debut
range. Its flagship model, the SBX-N700
(which earned four stars earlier in the

year) has had £100 knocked off the price,
and returns to our test rooms once again.

The Pioneer is facing different
competition this time - and our
lowest-priced Award-winner, the Philips
HTL5140 (£270). It doesn't beat the
Philips, but it gives it a run for its money.

A fact not beyond recall
Rich, balanced and with plenty of detail,
the Pioneer’s performance is a solid one.
It takes some tweaking to get the right
delivery, though: play Total Recall on
Blu-ray and the midrange sounds a little
distant. But the 'Dialogue’ button on the
remote gives much clearer character,
and, in turn, more subtle detail. Voices
are insightful and well projected. We
recommend using the remote to reduce
out-of-the-box bass levels for better
balance - if you do, explosions still have
depth and power, but more subtlety and

definition, too. Although we criticised
the bass for being a touch soft in our first
review, the N700 can happily match
rivals at this new, lower price point.
Treble has bite and the N700’s dynamic
handling of the score has lots of tension.

Bar with a musical character
Changing EQs (see roundel above) is
possible only through the on-screen
menu, accessible via an HDMI connection
between the TV and soundbar, so
changing it mid-movie is a no-go.

We wouldn't hesitate to use the N700
for music playback: we play Lorde’s
Team over Bluetooth and its handclaps
and beats have punch and precision, and
good timing too. Vocal delivery has
nuance, and space between the two
voices gives the soundfield imagery.

The Pioneer impresses on features:
you can stream music using Wi-Fi Direct,
and access files on your home network
thanks to DLNA compatibility. Its
Miracast feature also lets you beam your
smartphone’s picture to the TV.

Physical connections are decent, too:
two optical inputs, a LAN for a wired

We imagine most
people will use the
supplied remote for
day-to-day use, due
toits logical layout.
Pioneer also offers a

decent ‘Control App’,

which is free, and
iOS and Android
compatible.

internet connection and an HDMI
output for a single-cable connection to
your TV. The absence of an HDMI input
will no doubt be inconvenient for some,
though we like the inclusion of 3.5mm
and USB inputs.

The N700 has one of the sturdiest
builds in the budget market. It's quite
deep for a soundbar - 12cm - so check
your tabletop has enough space.

The sub’s tall and narrow profile
makes it ideal to place on the floor
alongside your TV. It can be left to its
own devices, thanks to automatic
wireless connection with the bar. Handy.

It's not always a given that a price
drop earns a product another star, but
here the Pioneer proves itself worthy.

Rating [T T 1111
FOR Hugely detailed; confident dynamics;
deep, punchy bass; sturdy build; features

AGAINST Not as dynamically agile as Philips’
HTL5140; build might be impractical for some

VERDICT The N700 gives the Award-winning
Philips HTL5140 a run for its money
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Play Gravity on Blu-ray and the boundlessness|
of space is well conveyed. Crashes are room
flling, and the soundfield has breadth.

There's nice clarity and weight to vocals, (0o

£200 (111

The Polk N1 may have been designed as
a ‘gaming’ soundbar - it's been
engineered alongside game designers, is
designed in-line with Microsoft's Xbox
consoles and has specific gaming EQs
onboard - but don't let that put you off
if you're a cinema fan.

The N1 is a one-box soundbar (or
‘SurroundBar’ as Polk calls it) that will
cover all your entertainment needs:
movies, music and, indeed, gaming.
Any source that can be hooked up to the
well-equipped bar's optical, coaxial and
3.5mm inputs, or has Bluetooth
compatibility, will work with the N1.
And work well. The N1 is the first Polk
soundbar we've heard - and we hope
it's not the last.

Learn as you go

The design (see roundel above) isn't at
all distracting. Its plastic shutter-like grill
is relatively low-key, as are the springy
keys up top that indicate commands
through LED lights underneath.

The ‘Learn’ button complements power,
volume and source keys and can be used
to set-up the N1 to respond to your TV
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remote in a few simple steps. It might be
a good idea to do that (see panel, right).
The down-facing sockets are easy to
slot cables into, though be mindful that
their position near the bottom of the
unit means cables with large plugs might
get a bit squashed against your TV stand.

Drowned in sound

As its size suggests, the N1 produces a
big sound: open, spacious and with the
potential to go loud. It's easy to be
swallowed up in the movie you're
watching - even without any of its four
‘immersion’ modes (‘Forza Racer’, ‘Halo
FPS', ‘Cinema’ and ‘Music’) turned on.
We fire up sci-fi game Destiny through
the Sony PS4, and are engrossed in its
post-apocalyptic world and momentous
orchestral soundtrack.

Play Gravity on Blu-ray and the
boundlessness of space is well conveyed.
Crashes are room-filling, and the
soundfield has breadth. There's nice
clarity and weight to vocals too, and a
good degree of detail on offer. The
midrange can feel a little ‘shouty’
though, so a little more refinement

Solidasarock

Availablein black, or a white and
wood finish, the N1is a burly unit.
Sitting on two feet, the trapezoidal bar
measures 10cm tall and 99cm wide.
It's not the most discreet bar to put
in front of your TV (or on a wall)
but the plus side is
its sturdiness.

wouldn't go amiss. Dynamically, the N1
shows good range, though we'd welcome
more subtlety. Despite the lack of an
external subwoofer, there’s good heft to
the sound as George Clooney pounds on
the space station; bass levels prove
decent during big explosions, too.

There's not the depth or definition to
the lower frequencies that separate subs
can give (that's the beauty of them, of
course), but the N1 does have a sub
output, so the option to add a woofer
is there if you have the extra funds.

The Polk N1 entered the market at a
rather steep £350, but a price drop
makes it a very talented soundbar. If it
fits in your set-up size-wise, the N1is
certainly one to consider.

Rating [T T 15k

FOR Big, dynamic sound; high volumes; decent
detail levels; good dynamic range; price
AGAINST Size won't be practical for all;
midrange lacks refinement

VERDICT Bar size won't appeal to all, but the
sound will. The Polk will put pep into your films
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Subtle detail permeates the presentation, from
the echo of footsteps to the sliding sound of
our hero writhing on the floor, while the bass
is deep-seated and well integrated

Samsung HW-H550

The last Samsung soundbar we tested
didn't quite set our hearts racing -
performance flaws spoiled the HW-
F750's nice, slim profile. So can the
cheaper, newer HW-H550 make amends?
It will certainly take pride of place in
front of your telly without being
obtrusive. The long, slim bar is almost
completely wrapped in a black, metal-
mesh grille (it's available in silver, too).

Now you see it, now you don’'t
Turn on the bar, and the bold text
display in the centre of the grille makes
operation simple. Helpfully, it fades out
after a few seconds so it's not distracting
during movies.

Samsung partners a skinny bar with a
beefy wireless subwoofer, although the
sub shouldn't be too difficult to house
and wins points for an attractive
matt-black casing with a glossy top.

The wireless convenience doesn't end
with the subwoofer: the bar can receive
sound from a TV over a Bluetooth
connection, eliminating wires from the
equation altogether. The catch? The TV
must be a Samsung model compatible

with the company’s ‘SoundConnect’
feature (see roundel above).

Connections are as good as you'd
expect at this price: HDMI, optical and
3.5mm inputs, as well as a USB socket for
music playback from a storage device or
hard drive, and an ARC-compatible HDMI
output for a one-wire hook-up to the TV.

Unlike the HW-F750, the HW-H550
doesn't lose face when it comes to the
all-important sound quality. Crisp,
detailed and as balanced as any rival, the
HW-H550 has a likeably confident sound
as we spin psychedelic revenge thriller
Only God Forgives.

As Julian's violent fight with
Lieutenant Chang takes place, each blow
penetrates the soundfield with brute
force and clarity. Subtle detail permeates
the presentation too, from the echo of
footsteps to the sliding sound of our
hero writhing on the floor, and the
Samsung affords the film's synth-driven
score decent pace and detail.

The sub justifies its bulky size as the
bass is deep-seated and well integrated,
while the higher frequencies prove
equally disciplined.

As you'd expect
from Samsung, the
remote is attractive
and well made. It'sa
good size and shape
too, although rather
over-packed with
smallish buttons

e0%e,
[ ] p < [ ) A
.. Get connected °

( [ J
@ AslongasyourSamsung TV fits °
° the right criteria, the company’s °
@ ‘'SoundConnect'featurewillnotonly @
® sendsoundwirelesslytotheHW- @
@ H550, it will also let you control both @
° telly and soundbar [}
®  simultaneously withthe @

© @  sameremote. P

Dynamically, things could be more
exciting though, and a bigger, more open
presentation would give the viewer a
more enveloping experience.

Loud and clear

On broadcast TV, there's decent
weight to voices, although outright
transparency is hampered by a slightly
muffled element.

The HW-H550 might not have the
dynamics or expression to mix it with
the big boys, but it has a confident sound
and well thought-out design. Price is a
little steep when you consider the more
talented, more expressive Philips
HTL5140 costs £40 less, but this Samsung
is certainly worth adding to your shortlist.

Rating [T T 15k
FOR Detail; balanced, weighty presentation;
decent bass; well-integrated sub; design

AGAINST Rivals are better dynamically; not
the most open sound

VERDICT A soundbar that marries decent,
attractive design with good performance
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SUPERTEST SOUNDBARS

With action thriller Hanna the Tosh gets right
into the thick of it. Punches are full-bodied,
iron doors have weight, and there’s sufficient
heft to trucks as they race over uneven ground

Toshiba SB3950M1

This Toshiba is just the ticket for those
looking to take the first step in boosting
their TV's audio. It offers decent sound,
good connectivity and a smart design
- all for a price that's easy on the pocket.
The bar has a cloth front hiding four
6cm drivers, with a plastic, oblong
display. We're fans of the bold green-on-
black text - it's clearly legible even in
bright conditions and from a distance,
and the spelling out of commands makes
the bar easy to use. The display also
eliminates guesswork by displaying
‘paired’ when the Bluetooth connection
is complete too.

Height and depth

Our only qualm is with the bar's size. Its
slim body (just 6cm deep) is practical for
those without much space in front of
their TV, but its 9cm height can block the
bottom of screens. The wireless sub has
a downward-firing 18cm woofer, and is
also on the chunky side.

There are generous connections: two
HDMI inputs join the standard 3.5mm
and optical sockets, while a Bluetooth
connection is achieved by a mere tap of
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a device on the bar thanks to near-field
communication (NFC). There's also the
bonus of an HDMI output, which means
sources can be plugged straight into the
bar’s inputs with only one cable running
out to the TV.

Weighty delivery

So far so good, but the cornerstone of
the SB3950M1 is its performance. It can
go loud, and the sound is solid. With
action thriller Hanna the Tosh gets right
into the thick of it. Punches are
full-bodied, swinging iron doors have
weight, and there’s sufficient heft to
trucks as they race over uneven ground.

The sub is well integrated too, working
hand in hand with the bar to bring some
serious weight and force to car crashes.
You get a lot of bang for your buck.

Voices are projected with clarity and
focus - far better than through our
reference 40in Sony TV - and the same
goes for presenters on daytime TV.

On the negative side, the SB3950M1
sounds a bit hard in the treble when
pushed - rubble that flies up under the
car sticks out a little, and it doesn't have

L1

It's good to see
such a solidly built,
well thought-out
remote handset at
such a relatively
modest price. It's a
simple design with a
logical button layout

o000,
O. « Q.
.. Sound modes °

. ............................ .
PY ‘Music’, ‘Movie' and ‘Game’ EQ 'Y
@ modesareavailableontheSB3950M1 @
@ - Wwe prefer ‘Music' forits even-handed @
@ delivery. ‘DTS TruSurround' widens the @
® soundfield for'amoreimmersive’ @
@ experience, and ‘DTS TruVolume' @
o flattens dynamics for ®

= @ (Quieterviewing. o

the punch or crispness in the midrange
of some of its rivals. Gunfire feels a bit
restrained compared with the Polk N1
(£200) and Philips HTL5140 (£270).

When it comes to music, the
SB3950M1 is up to standard for budget
soundbars. Stream songs over Bluetooth
and there’s detail, balance and drive, if
not the dynamics or rhythmic skill to set
your heart on fire exactly.

All soundbars pledge to be a step up
from your TV's sound, but not all deliver
- especially at this price. This Toshiba
does, nailing the basics of sound quality
and user-friendliness. We'd like a little
more punch and refinement at the top
end, but ultimately this Toshiba gets a
whole lot right, for little cost.

1
Rating [T T 15r1

FOR Price; decent clarity and detail; good
integration; dynamic delivery; connectivity
AGAINST Treble could do with some
refinement; height might block your TV screen

VERDICT A good sound at a decent price:
that's the Toshiba's promise, and it's fulfilled
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TEST VERDICT

nother soundbar test, another
Amishmash of quality. It's hard to find

a standout model that nails sound,
design and great value - which is why we are so
thrilled to have the Philips HTL5140 in our
midst. We've written a great deal about this
unit in recent months and we've almost run out
of compliments. Almost. It's the best-sounding
product here - punchy, dynamic and expressive
- and a likely fit in anyone's set-up. For now, the
Philips remains the one to beat.

Its closest rival is a familiar face. Sometimes
price makes or breaks a product and in the
Pioneer’s case, a favourable price cut since we
first tested it has made a whole star’s difference.
Now recipient of the full set of stars, it's one of
the most feature-packed soundbars we've seen
for less than £300 and one of the most insightful
and dynamic performers in the budget market.

Move down to four-star territory and JBL
graces another soundbar test with yet another
elegant looker. Not only will the SB 350 draw
compliments (we can't say that for many
soundbars) but it also has a big, thrilling sound
that will keep you engrossed in any
blockbuster movie. Its slightly steep price,
along with the Philips’ and Pioneer’s greater
levels of insight, deny the JBL top honours.

No need to bring on the sub

The one-box Polk scores well too. It proves you
don't need an external subwoofer to get plenty
of bass, and reaches out to both gamers and
movie fans alike thanks to its ‘gaming’ sound
modes. Like the JBL, the Polk’s large profile has
the spaciousness and solidity to have you
reaching for your favourite movies (and games)
time and time again.

We've almost run out of compliments for the Philips

HTL5140. Almost. It's the best-sounding product here

- punchy, dynamic and expressive - and a likely fit in

anyone's set-up. For now, it remains the one to beat
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TESTWINNER

The cheapest-of-the-lot Toshiba might not
be such a powerhouse as the Polk or the JBL,
but it nails the basics in sound without
compromising elsewhere. You can only expect
so much from a sub-£200 soundbar, yet this
Tosh is surprisingly good in a number of
respects and a shining beacon for our
performance-per-pound ethos.

Our last four-star rating goes to the Samsung.
It may be less dynamically expressive and cost
£40 more than the Philips, but it has a lot going
for it: weight, insight, balance and functional
design to name a few.

Playing catch-up

Which brings us to this test’s also-rans: the
three-star LG and Humax. While they both
make a ‘look at me’ statement with their
super-slim designs (in the Humax's case,
record-breakingly so), it's all downhill from
there - both models fall short of their rivals’
solidity, insight and dynamic expression for us
to vouch for them.

Still, there are more than a few soundbars
here worthy of a place on your Christmas list,
but we all know exactly which one deserves
the top line.




SOUNDBARS SUPERTEST

Humax STA-1200BSW

£200 * % ke

Inputs Optical digital, 3.5mm stereo
jack e Outputs None e Subwoofer
wired e Dimensions (soundbar, hwd)
4 x120 x 2cm; (subwoofer, hwd)
27x20x27cm

[ sound [ | ]
[ Features | ] |
uid | ] | |

JBLSB 350

£350 K * %k ki

Inputs Optical digital, 3.5mm stereo
jack e Outputs HDMI (ARC) e
Subwoofer wireless e Dimensions
(soundbar, hwd) 8 x 100 x 6¢cm;
(subwoofer, hwd) 32 x 5 x 24cm

sound | ] ] ]|
[ Feawres | ] ] ]|
s || ]|

LGNB4540

£290 * Kk ko3

Inputs Optical digital, 3.5mm stereo
jack, USB, HDMI  Outputs HDMI (ARC)
o Subwoofer wireless ¢ Dimensions
(soundbar, hwd) 4 x 84 x 8cm;
(subwoofer, hwd) 35 x 22 x 28cm

[ sound || | ]
[ Features [ ] | ] |
Buid ||| ] ] ]

WHAT HI-FI?

SOUND AND VISION

TESTWINNER

Philips HTL5140

£270 % k% * k

Inputs Optical digital, 3.5mm stereo
jack, USB, HDMI e Outputs HDMI (ARC)
o Subwoofer wireless e Dimensions
(soundbar, hwd) 5 x 105 x 7cm;
(subwoofer, hwd) 30 x 20 x 40cm

[sound || || | ]
[ Features [ ] | ] ||
Buid ||| | ]

Pioneer SBX-N700

£250 %k % * *

Inputs Optical digital x2, 3.5mm stereo
jack, USB, LAN e Outputs HDMI (ARC) e
Subwoofer wireless ¢ Dimensions
(soundbar, hwd) 9 x 90 x 12cm;
(subwoofer, hwd) 42 x 20 x 27cm

Polk N1

£200 * %k kvc

Inputs Optical digital, coaxial digital,
3.5mm stereo jack e Outputs None o
Subwoofer no e Dimensions
(soundbar, hwd) 10 x 99 x 11cm; o
Dimensions (subwoofer, hwd) n/a

Samsung HW-H550

£310 * %k k¢

Inputs Optical digital, 3.5mm stereo
jack, USB, HDMI e Outputs HDMI (ARC)
o Subwoofer wireless ¢ Dimensions
(soundbar, hwd) 6 x 94 x 6¢m;
(subwoofer, hwd) 37 x 30 x 29cm

Toshiba SB3950M1

£190 * % % k5t

Inputs Optical digital, 3.5mm stereo
jack, HDMI x2 e Outputs HDMI (ARC) e
Subwoofer wireless ¢ Dimensions
(soundbar, hwd) 9 x 90 x 6cm;
(subwoofer, hwd) 30 x 33 x 22cm

[sound | [ | | | [sound [ [ | [ | [sound [ [ | ||
[ Features | [ | | | [ Features | [ | [ | [ Features | [ | [ |
[Buid [ [ [ | | {Buid [ | [ | | {Buid [ | [ | |
SYSTEM BUILDER
v Blu-rayplayer Set-topbox
Sony KDL-40W605B £450 Sony BDP-S5200 £95 Sky+HD2TB £250
2.8.8.0.0.4 .8.0.0.0_4 2. 0.0.6.0.4

Agreat-value telly with stunning picture
quality plus good design and smarts

Punchy and detailed, this disc-spinner
is a natural match for the Philips

Total build £1065

Combines excellent performance with
huge storage and a user-frendly interface
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PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

On-ear headphones
Best portable on-ear headphones up to £ 100

AKGYS0

O awake your inspiration

Channeling 65 years of AKG expertise, the Y50 delivers pure studio sound.
Sound that frees your imagination. Sound that unlocks your creativity.
Sound that inspires. Find out more on AKG.com



TURNTABLES
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spindle

es. Demand for high-quality
an upward curve, We've got
only one can be the king...

The revolution continu

turntables remaing on
a fab four on test, but

[1] Clearaudio Concept
[2] Pro-Ject 2-Xperience 2-Pack

[3] Rega RP6/Exact
[4] Thorens TD 206

For more news, reviews and
buying advice, visit whathifi.com



When we're talking top-quality
turntables, Clearaudio’s Concept is
never far from our thoughts. It's picked
up the odd Award in recent years and its
price has fluctuated, but it now stands
before us with a cheaper price tag (down
from £1190) and a brand new tonearm.

Pick up and play
Unlike some rival designs, which require
patience, a steady hand and a passable
grasp of mathematics to get them
working, the Concept is a ‘plug-and-
play’ product with no nasty surprises.
The company’s own ‘MM Concept’
cartridge is fitted to the ‘Verify Direct
Wire Plus’ tonearm. The end of the arm
tube without the cartridge floats, as if by
magic, thanks to a magnetic bearing
inside the plinth. Clearaudio sets
everything, up to and including
cartridge weight and bias, before the
turntable leaves the factory. Your
involvement is placing the platter and
fitting the drive belt. Before setting a

£900 IEEEER

It's surprising what a slab of clear
acrylic and a dash of carbon fibre can
do. Take the 2-Xperience 2-Pack - it
looks flashy and exciting straight out of
the box (at least once you've put all the
various pieces together).

We've already had some, er,
experience of the Xperience in previous
years, but never this combination of
tonearm and cartridge. Pro-Ject's striking
9cc Evolution arm features a conical,
carbon fibre tube fitted with Ortofon's
2M Blue moving-magnet cartridge.

On a firm footing
Instead of sitting underneath the
platter, the motor is decoupled and sits
suspended to help ward off the effects
of unwanted vibrations. In a similar
vein, each of the three feet has a
Sorbothane inlay to give more pliant
isolation for the deck.

Assembly includes positioning and
ensuring the drive belt sits level along

[1] Clearaudio Concept

record to play, though, it's worth
admiring the Concept's clean design and
chunky, substantial finish. Speed (335,
45 and 78rpm) is controlled by a hefty
rotary dial and the whole thing operates
with the sort of solidity that gives you
supreme confidence in a product.

And, with a copy of Michael Jackson's
Thriller in place, the Clearaudio is little
short of thrilling. It weaves a musical
path through each and every one of
Jacko's timeless tunes, pounding and
punching its way through Beat It at a fair
rate; poise and agility in equal measure.

Pause to reflect

There'’s a real sense of snap as Jacko
whips through the verses, each line
punctuated by a very brief, yet perfectly
timed pause - the silence hangs just long
enough before the track powers on.

If you think vinyl reproduction has a
tendency to sound warm and wallowing,
think again. The Concept's finessed
sound invites you in for a closer listen,
but it's the engaging dynamics and superb
rhythmic ability that really seal the deal.

the middle of the platter - you will also
notice the absence of any switch to
change speed. This requires a spot of
manual labour - moving the belt from
one motor pulley to the next, depending
on the required speed. It isn't as
convenient as being able to flick a
switch, but vinyl junkies will love the
chance to get hands-on.

You're gonna carry that weight
The Pro-Ject is the only model here to
come with its own record weight - the
hefty disc-like device screws onto the
spindle and sandwiches the record
between itself and the vinyl-topped
MDF platter. Pro-Ject claims this gives
the ‘perfect playback platform'.
Experiment for yourself and see if you
can hear a difference.

In our opinion, having the weight in
place allows music to sound a touch
clearer and more solid. And in general,
these are areas where the 2-Xperience
2-Pack scores highly. Playing Michael
Jackson's Smooth Criminal there's a real

Set the needle to Jamie T's Love Is
Only A Heartbeat Away and the Concept
changes pace, taking you on a delicate,
emotive journey. Strings sway in the
background, allowing the delicate vocal
and guitar to take centre stage. There's
an effortlessness to the way this deck
delivers any type of musical genre.
Whatever your taste, the Concept bursts
with musical flavour.

All hands on this deck

Some might think the idea of a high-end
plug-and-play turntable could take
something away from the vinyl
experience, but the Concept is so
beautifully executed that it simply
allows you more time to enjoy the
music. A stunning deck.

Rating (T T 1111

FOR Easy to set up; great build; excellent
all-round performance

AGAINST Nothing of note

VERDICT A thoroughly thought-out,

easy-to-own package with tremendous sound.
We're completely sold

[2] Pro-Ject 2-Xperience 2-Pack

sense of solidity to the pounding
heartbeat at the beginning of the track.
It's soon substituted for the track’s
bruising bassline and snappy
percussion hits. It's an exciting

sound for sure.

The only area where we'd ask for
more is when it comes down to
uncovering the subtle nuances of the
track. Sometimes, more delicate
moments feel as though they're being
washed over and ever so slightly
steamrollered by the Pro-Ject. Timing
suffers, and the turntable doesn't
communicate as fluently and deliver
the same dose of sonic charm as its
closest rivals.

Still, this is a very fine effort, from a
fine-looking deck.

Rating [T T 1

FOR Striking looks; solid, powerful sound; good
levels of detail

AGAINST Not as subtle or rhythmic as the best

VERDICT It's an eye-catching, robust-sounding
ensemble from Pro-Ject, which just misses out
on the full five-star treatment
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Clearaudio's own ‘MM
Concept’ cartridge is fitted
to the 'Verify Direct

Wire Plus’ tonearm
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3] Rega RP6/Exact

£1000 INEEEE

Take a peek inside Rega's trophy
cabinet and you will find a couple of
What Hi-Fi? Awards confirming our
hearty admiration for Rega's RP6/Exact
combo. It's been our go-to package in
recent years, but how does it fare against
some of the new, and improved,
competition out there?

You can buy an RP6 turntable without
the Exact moving-magnet cartridge,
although we wouldn't recommend it.
The pair work so well together, there’s
little to be gained by going through the
potential trials and tribulations of
mixing and matching.

Twist to the turn

Rega tends to add its own twist on
turntable design and this is evident in
the RP6/Exact. The turntable uses a
layered glass platter, which is thicker
and heavier on the outside of the disc.
This increases inertia and helps to
promote greater speed stability, without
adding too much weight to the plinth

and main bearing. Rega’s engineers have

long felt too much mass spoils the sound.
This school of thought also helps

explain the lightweight plinth. Rega

ensures extra rigidity by using a

special resin coating - and it also adds

extra bracing between the tonearm

and main bearing.

Isolationism stance

The deck’s lack of isolation (apart from
three rubber feet, that is) means careful
positioning is a must. A level, rigid
surface away from speakers (they give off
their own vibration and air movement)
should be your starting point before
spinning any vinyl.

Unlike the other three turntables in
this test, the Rega has an external power
supply, which also doubles as the speed
control. It's not the neatest solution and
gives off a homemade feel, but this
doesn't detract from performance.

The RP6 shines. It's an enthusiastic
listen, with bags of detail. The deck
rumbles through Jamie T's Limits Lie
with a great sense of scale and deep solid

Thorens TD 206

£1000

‘Level your turntable’ is one of the
first rules of vinyl club. But it's
surprising how some manufacturers
have managed to turn a straightforward
task into one of the trickiest to master.
Handling a turntable with only three
feet, unsighted and from underneath,
requires juggling skills usually reserved
for the Moscow State Circus.
Thankfully, Swiss turntable
manufacturer Thorens has been in the
game long enough - more than 80 years
- to address this issue. The feet on the
TD 206 can be adjusted from above, so
you can keep an eye on your spirit level.

Classical conditioning

The TD 206 opts for a classic turntable
look with an rectangular MDF plinth
available in red, black or white
high-gloss lacquer. Compared with

the more smartly dressed Clearaudio
Concept and Pro-Ject 2-Xperience
2-Pack, the Thorens appears functional

and it doesn't really pull off the £1000
price tag. It's nice to see electronic
speed-change included, but the switch
doesn't feel solid or terribly nice to use.

To the right of the belt-driven platter
sits Thorens’ own T90 tone arm. It uses a
rolled aluminium tube, which has been
damped in an effort to prevent
vibrations travelling up and disrupting
the needle when it’s in the groove.

Cartridge in case
As standard, the deck comes fitted with
the company’s AT95E cartridge, but our
sample came equipped with a Grado
Platinum Reference 1. For the price you
still get the AT95E included as a spare
- useful for any slight technical hiccups...
Listen to the TD 206 for a while and
you discover the deck does the basics
fairly well. It doesn't have any serious
issues locking onto and following the
rhythm of The xx's Heart Skipped A Beat.
There's a decent level of detail, but the
Thorens struggles to express itself fully.
Highs don't quite sparkle and pop, and

drum kicks. His vocal sounds expressive
and direct, especially as the track builds
up toits final crescendo. Tracks

come at you from a regimented and
well-organised soundstage.

Dynamic and expressive

Holst's The Planets demands greater
insight, control and dynamic flux, but
it's dispatched with relative ease. The
RP6/Exact pairing delivers the quieter
lows and crashing highs with real
vigour. This turntable is one of the most
expressive and enthusiastic you can buy
at the money.

So far so good for the Rega. But as
you've already seen, Clearaudio and
Pro-Ject have put in decent showings,
and we've still Thorens to come...

Rating (T TTT111

FOR Engaging, detailed sound; well-matched
own-brand cartridge; fine build

AGAINST Not quite plug-and-play
VERDICT Relatively simple styling, but don't

let this fool you - the Rega is one of the top
performers at the money

the overall soundstage sounds flat and
a tad subdued. It feels as if the Thorens
is conveying only part of the story,
whereas rival decks don't seem to have
a problem expressing the vibrancy and
playful character of the track.

Lows sound weighty and meaty but
they also sound over-egged. Play
SBTRKT's Higher and, as the bass notes
rise and fall with varying weight, the
Thorens overplays the heaviest,
upsetting the balance and diverting
your attention from the mids and highs.

There's nothing especially offensive
about the Thorens' sound, but it does
give the impression that it's out of its
depth in this company. At this level, you
can find much more impressive decks.

Rating [T T3k

FOR Simple to use; relatively rhythmic and
rounded sound

AGAINST Average build; sound lacks detail and
dynamics; flat soundstage; overly rich bass

VERDICT A so-so deck which never really gets
out of first gear
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doubles as the speed control
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from an ordinary moment into an extraordinary experience with
captivating, multi-dimensional sound that fills your room with
amazing depth and rich quality. Uniquely, Pioneer LX models
feature high performance Class D digital amplification, capable of
delivering astonishing speed, power, accuracy and performance as

well as utilising high energy saving and efficiency capabilities.

FEEL EVERY DIMENSION IN []] poLBy - ene

Selected models* have also undergone Air Studios' rigorous
certification process. This prestigious seal of approval ensures
that whether watching movies or listening to music, the audio is
reproduced precisely as the artist intended. Welcome to a new
world of sound that delivers the full impact of entertainment

— it will move your mind, body, and soul.

Begin the journey at

f Pioneer.electronics

% roveercecons iy oy oy @ @f

*Air Studios models are SC-LX78 and SC-LX88 only



TEST VERDICT

THE WINNER

Clearaudio Concept
£1000 % % %k %k

This test had the potential to put
our heads in a spin, but we're
sold on the amazing sound
quality and plug-and-play brilliance of
the Clearaudio Concept.

At the top, it's really a two-way battle
between the five-star Clearaudio and
Rega RP6/Exact. On pedigree and past
performances, we thought it would be a
closely fought contest and, true to form,
neither turntable took a backward step.

The RP6/Exact impresses with its
muscular, powerful sound, while the
Concept has subtlety and dynamics to
die for. The Clearaudio is the complete
package straight out of the box - no faff,
no tears and no tantrums. Plug, play,
and enjoy your vinyl collection like
you've never enjoyed it before. But to
be fair, whether you plump for the
Clearaudio or the Rega, we know you
won't be disappointed. Pro-ject’s

TURNTABLES TEST

WHAT HI-FI?

SOUND AND VISION

TESTWINNER

2-Xperience 2-Pack puts in a good
showing. It's a glamorous-looking deck
with real presence, and demonstrates
plenty of drive and authority as

part of the deal. Rival decks just
happen to display a greater sense of
rhythm and communicate

subtleties more explicitly.

Last, and somewhat least

Which leaves the Thorens propping

up the test table in fourth position. For
the money it's a decent enough

deck, but doesn't really sell itself,
whether you're talking looks-wise or
the audio quality. It's not an offensive
sound, but there is a lack of detail and
dynamics compared to the better decks,
and the overly-rich bass doesn't make it
the most inviting long-term listen. The
best in this test produce a much more
welcoming, and finessed, sound.

Perfect partnersforthe
Clearaudio Concept turntable

Stereo amplifier
RegaElex-R
£900 % % %k % *
One of the most talented sub-£1000 stereo
amps we've heard. Features its own built-in
phono stage: ideal for the Concept.

Phonostage
RegaFono MM MK2
£200 % %k % %
You'll get even better results if you opt for this
stand-alone phono stage from Rega - it delivers
real sonic excitement.

Stereospeakers
DaliRubicon2
£1600 * % %k %
These standmounters are beautifully finished
and produce a sound blessed with
breathtaking speed and agility.

Total build £3700

For afull list of specifications and

% | other usefulinfo visit whathifi.com

Facts & figures

Clearaudio Concept
£1000 * % % % %

Speeds (rpm) 334, 45, 78 e Electric
speed change Yes e Belt/Direct drive
Belt e Finishes 1 Dimensions (hwd)
13 x42 x35cm

Pro-Ject 2-Xperience
2-Pack £900 * % Kk x ¢

Speeds (rpm) 335, 45 e Electric speed
change No e Belt/Direct drive Belt o
Finishes 1 ¢ Dimensions (hwd)

13 x46 x36cm

Rega RP6/Exact
£1000 * % % * %k

change Yes e Belt/Direct drive Belt o
Finishes 4 e Dimensions (hwd)
12 x 45 x36cm

Speeds (rpm) 335, 45 e Electric speed

Thorens TD 206
£1000 * * %k v

Speeds (rpm) 335, 45 ¢ Electric speed
change Yes e Belt/Direct drive Belt o
Finishes 3 e Dimensions (hwd)

13x47 x43cm
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We've got a round-up of six of the coolest pairs of over-ears that will have
you grinning from ear-to-ear as you take your movies or music on the move

.'." For afull list of specifications and

' other useful info visit whathifi.com (
. i

—

¢

whf.cm/playlist2014
Listen to our favourite tracks every month!

( Joinuson Spotify)

’
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£130

£225

O

Occasionally, you just want something that
gets the job done. That's the case with the Audio
Technica ATH-M50xs: no-fuss, portable
over-ear headphones, with very good sound.

Beyond the most basic flourish (silver ring
and a logo), there’s very little song and dance
about them. We think of them more as a tool
than a fashion accessory, which is just fine.

There's a lot of plastic, but it’s the good kind,
and it feels strong enough to withstand a lot of
punishment. Earcups swivel 180 degrees and
can fold inwards too. Now, if only the cable had
an inline remote/mic unit...

These headphones offer an enjoyable listen.
Vocals and instruments are afforded texture,
and are nicely separated on an organised
soundstage. It's an immersive experience.

It's not quite perfect, however. We could do
with more dynamic punch, and more clarity
would help treble sparkle. But if you're looking
for a portable pair of over-ears and you like your
sound a little warm, for the money the Audio
Technica ATH-M50xs are worth checking out.

(2

Take a look through the Focal Spirit One S
webpage and you'll find a load of stuff about
‘digital nomadism'. Don't worry, Focal isn't
raising an army of audiophile travellers - it's an
erroneously translated statement of intent from
the company, about excellent sound on the go.

So, nomadism: these Focals are certainly light
enough to be lugged about. And despite the
lightweight materials (which don't feel very
luxurious), these Focals are solid. Their limited
folding and swivelling skills mean they're not as
compact as we'd like, but at least you get a cloth
bag and chunky, hard case for stowing them.

As for the sound, these are a lovely, easy
listen. It's a balanced sound, never leaning too
hard on any particular part of the frequency
range. Punch and accuracy of timing are good
enough to convey a strong sense of energy.

We'd like a bit more clarity and sparkle,
though, particularly around the treble, which
feels a little closed-in. The Focals also lack some
thrust. We like the smooth sound, but feel the
Spirit One S's character is at times too laid-back.

Rating [T T 131
FOR Decent detail; good separation; good sense of life
AGAINST Need greater clarity and dynamic punch

VERDICT A great effort from Audio Technica: these are
a good pair of portable over-ears

Rating [T T 131
FOR Smooth sound; decent detail and timing
AGAINST Need more oomph; materials lack luxury

VERDICT Another fine pair of headphones from Focal,
but they are not the punchiest

£180

As the name implies, these are a second take on
the Philips Fidelio M1s. You might not know it,
because they look virtually identical, but that's
no bad thing, because the M1s were lovely.

The MKIIs have a light yet sturdy body of
mostly metal and leather. The earpads of
memory foam sit snugly, providing a good deal
of passive noise isolation. Internally, the new
design boasts a lighter voice coil, extended high
frequencies and more accurately tuned bass. It
certainly works: while the looks have barely
changed, the sound is a clear step up.

There is an abundance of detail, only now it is
accompanied by a larger sense of space, with
more precision and greater clarity. It's a fun
listen. There's plenty of punch, with tight timing
and strong dynamics. The bass is weighty as
ever, but now it's tauter and better defined.

The high end is natural and sweet, and vocals
have room to breathe. If you're looking for great
portables under £200, you've found them.

Rating (T 11111
FOR Smooth delivery; weighty bass; comfy; nice design
AGAINST Nothing really at this price

VERDICT A superb pair of portables for under £200 -
the MKIls are everything we could hope for

£170

Samsung is not the first name that springs to
mind when we think of headphones. The
company is trying to change that. The Level-Ins
didn't set our world alight - so will the Level-
Ons? Sadly, no. It's not near the level of sound
quality we expect for £170. It's not that they do
anything particularly badly - it's just, for the
money, we expect something special.
Instruments are not as distinctive as they are
on similarly-priced rivals. The Level-Ons are not
very agile either. We'd also like a greater sense of
space and definition. Drumbeats, for example,
could be tighter. To make matters worse, these
are designed with Samsung Galaxy devices in
mind - controls don't work with other devices.
They're well made and comfortable to wear
and fold up for stowing away, with a nice zip-up
hard case. But our second encounter with the
Samsung Level range is a disappointment. They
don't do any one thing wrong, but for the
money, we expect them to get more things right.

Rating [[3k3x
FOR Sturdy construction; comfortable

AGAINST Not engaging; not that dynamic or clear;
price; remote only works with Samsung Galaxy devices

VERDICT Disappointing and overpriced

HEADPHONES TEST

£150

When it comes to Grado, some things just don't
change. You have to take them for what they
are. Many of our comments about the Grado
SR125es will have been said before, and will be
again. You won't buy them for their design,
which is unashamedly idiosyncratic. They look
like a headset for a 1950s shortwave radio.

The SR125es are sturdier than they appear,
with swivelling ear cups and detachable
foam-pads attached to a thin band of faux-
leather, courtesy of some short metal rods.

You won't buy the SR125es for their noise
isolation. Indeed, Grado seem to design their
headphones with the very opposite in mind.
These are about as open as can be. Don't wear
these on a bus - the Grados are supposed to be
experienced at home, on your lonesome.
They're awesomely detailed, with impressive
texture. The open back affords them plenty of
space, and so the soundstage is very wide.

These Grados pound along with pace and
energy: overall, you have great performance for
the money, with detail, precision and musicality.

Rating (T TT1TT1T11
FOR Spacious, detailed, well-timed sound; comfortable
AGAINST Distinctive looks and leaky sound

VERDICT Another talented performer from Grado -
just keep them at home

£150

Headphones have become more flamboyant
in recent years. Hence the Urbanites, which
promise “urban style on the move”.

What you get is a chunky metal headband,
part of which is covered in fabric and rubbery
plastic. The rest of it has a metallic paint job,
which extends to the plastic earcups. These fold
inwards, while a flat cable fights tangles. Build
quality is strong, overall.

Audio-wise, these Sennheisers have a punchy
sound, which is mainly due to the bass, which is
somewhat exaggerated. There's an undeniable
emphasis on the low end. It's well defined:
listen to Lorde and the sparse basslines are taut.
This definition means the sound is clear, and
there’s a decent amount of detail on hand, but
we wouldn't go so far as to call it natural. The
midrange isn't as expressive as we'd like. Vocals
are less detailed, less subtle and less direct.

The Urbanites are a good pair of ‘phones by
Sennheiser, but not the best around.

Rating [T T 15k
FOR Strong, well-defined bass; solid build; stylish

AGAINST Midrange could be more open and
expressive; need more subtlety and rhythmic precision

VERDICT Loud in style, sound, but not well-rounded
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SMARTPHONES TEST

he phone you carry in your pocket is

probably one of the most important

pieces of technology you'll own. It's a
home entertainment system in your hand,
offering video playback and high-resolution
music smarts when you're on the move.
Chances are you'll even use it as a second screen
at home, too. It can be your personal assistant or
personal trainer, and it's an always-ready
camera... which phone is the right one for you?
Read on to find out.

Join us on Spotify
whf.cm/playlist2014

Listen to our favourite tracks every month!
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You will find a new
option for tweaking
exposure, a faster
HDR mode and a
handful of filters on
the iPhone 6 Plus.

After years of sticking to its

guns over smaller screen sizes,

2014 is the year Apple conceded that
the rest of the smartphone world could
well be onto something with their bigger
displays. Enter the iPhone 6 Plus.

There’s no getting away from it - the
iPhone 6 Plus is a big phone. With its
5.5in display, it offers the same size
screen as the LG G3 but is considerably
larger in the hand. In fact, it's even taller
than the Samsung Galaxy Note 4 and
around the same width, despite the
Note 4 offering a bigger screen.

At just 71mm thick though, it's
seriously slim and, as we've come to
expect from Apple, its build quality is
second to none. With an aluminium
body that curves around to join
seamlessly with the screen, it both looks
and feels every bit the premium device.
We've no ‘Bendgate’ stories to add here.

First bite at Full HD

With that bigger screen comes more
pixels and a better resolution, with the 6
Plus being Apple’s first phone with a full
HD display. It might not top the LG G3's
and Note 4's Quad HD resolution on
paper, but in use it still proves itself to be
one of the best screens out there.

In video playback, the 6 Plus
demonstrates a hugely watchable and
detailed picture, with pure, controlled
whites and blacks that show good
depth and solidity. Colours are
beautifully balanced and well judged,
with the 6 Plus managing to look both
punchy and vibrant without ever
appearing overblown or saturated.

And while we thought that bigger screen
might have a negative impact on battery
life, it doesn't seem to be the case. While
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far from

class-leading, its

2916mAh battery lasted

10 hours 32 minutes during

our battery rundown test (wi-fi

on, Bluetooth off, looping a 720p video
at half brightness).

This easily beats the likes of the LG G3
and just pips the Moto X, but lags some
way behind the 13 hours-plus the Xperia
Z3 and Note 4 notched up.

Sound quality has been a traditional
strength for Apple products over the
years, but we can't help feel a little
disappointed with the 6 Plus.

There’s not the same level of fluidity
and musicality as we heard in the iPhone
6 and Z3, with the 6 Plus losing its
footing when it comes to timing and
tempo. There's still solidity and weight,
but the 6 Plus just lacks a touch of clarity
and dynamic thrust that makes the
Xperia Z3 such an engaging listen.

When it comes to camera, there's a
new sensor on board the 6 Plus but it's
ultimately still the same 8-megapixels
we saw in the 5S. Not that this is a bad
thing - the iPhone has always been one
of our favourites for point-and-shoot

£619

simplicity. Results are
impressive, offering sharp,
detailed images with quick focusing
and excellent colour reproduction. Even
low-light snaps fare pretty well, but
noise creeps in once light gets sparse.

Sizing up your options

Video remains at 1080p, and thanks to
added optical image stabilisation on the
6 Plus it's sharp and steady. There are
also slow-mo and time-lapse options too,
and an improved front-facing camera,
which should make selfies and video
calls sharper - and perfectly framed,
with the addition of a timer.

The iPhone 6 Plus’s biggest selling
point (size) is also likely to be its biggest
deterrent. It makes the best out of its
bigger screen, with added functionality
when used horizontally, but it hasn't
managed the big-screen-in-a-small-body
trick of the G3. Most disappointing,
though, is the sound. It's this that sees
the 6 Plus drop a star. But if you're an iOS
fan with the belief that bigger is better,
it's still definitely worth considering.

Rating [T T 131
FOR Great build quality; sharp screen;
balanced colours; reliable camera

AGAINST Size will divide opinion; sound
lacks a bit of drive

VERDICT A desirable big-screen phone that
just lacks the levels of sound quality we crave




LG G3's 13MP-camera
is rather stripped
back, with barely any
manual settings to
play with other than
HDR mode.

Let's get one thing

straight from the off:

we love the LG G3.1t's

been six months since it

stormed the market, replacing the
excellent G2 and winning well-
deserved five star praise for bettering its
predecessor in every way.

But like it or not, six months is now a
long time in the world of smartphones,
and unfortunately for the G3 it's starting
to show. LG's Quad HD screen on the G3
was a first for the market and
understandably one of the handset's
headline features. But while there’s still
a lot to like here, we find ourselves
drawn to its competitors now.

Screening test

With HD resolution of 2560 x 1440 and a
whopping 538ppi, its sharpness and
ability to dig up fine detail is never in
doubt. However, its poor screen
brightness now feels more of an issue
than ever. Despite a beautifully balanced
colour palette that works wonders with
any video you throw at it, the screen
looks a little dull in comparison to the
bright screens on the Galaxy Note 4 and
the iPhone 6 Plus. While this might
sound like a small thing, in use it can be
more of a problem, particularly when
watching films on-the-go.

Watch outside or in any well-lit setting
and you'll struggle to see the extra detail
the G3 is capable of, because it can't
push its screen brightness high enough
to compensate for the environment.

This affects contrast too, and while
whites still pop in dark scenes, they
aren't able to shine through as brightly
as they do on the Sony Xperia Z3, for

£395

[T T ]

example. We wouldn't mind if this
helped its battery serve all those extra
pixels, but the LG G3's battery life is now
easily beaten by newcomers, despite a
recent firmware update to improve it.
Our battery rundown test (same as with

the 6 Plus), saw the G3 last a pretty lowly
eight hours and 47 minutes, some way
off Sony’s Xperia Z3 at 14 hours and four
mins - even the iPhone 6 Plus with the
same-sized (and much brighter) screen
lasted 10 hours 32 minutes.

Moderate users should still find it
serves them well for a working day but
power users with long commutes will
want to consider carrying a charger.

We made it clear in our original review
that we were disappointed by the G3's
audio performance, despite its high-res
capabilities. Unfortunately our view
hasn't changed, and now it has high-res
competitors in the Samsung Galaxy Note
4 and Sony Xperia Z3 that do better.
Despite being well balanced and tonally

SMARTPHONES TEST

well judged, its overall
sound lacks punch
and excitement, giving it a
laid-back character that struggles
to hold our attention.

So this is what's not so great, but how
about what is? Six months hasn't killed
the LG G3's outstanding capability to
make light work of most tasks, and it's
still one of our favourite handsets when
it comes to pure usability. Its design is as
nice as ever too, with the G3's 5.5in
screen fitting in the hand better than the
iPhone 6 Plus thanks to thin bezels and a
curved back panel. Back-mounted
buttons sit just at the right level, too.

Snap happy
The 13MP-camera is largely reliable in

most situations, so you're able to
point-and-shoot and let the G3 do the
rest. Detail and sharpness levels can't
quite match the likes of the Samsung
Galaxy Note 4 or iPhone 6 Plus, but it
will do enough for most situations,
including in low light, where it does a
good job at keeping noise under control.
Autofocus is quick, contrast is well
handled, and colour balance is neutral.
To sum up, there are two sides to the
LG G3: good and bad. It's still an
excellent phone, but there are now
better all-rounders out there to consider.

Rating [T T 151

FOR Great interface; fast performance; good
design; detailed video; superb usability
AGAINST Screen needs to be brighter; audio
lacks excitement; battery could be better

VERDICT An excellent phone that is now just
bettered by newcomers
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One of the unique things about

the Moto X is that you're able to
custom-build your handset using
Motorola’s online Moto Maker service.
This allows you to decide between a
black or white fascia, pick an accent
colour for the speaker grilles and choose
from a selection of colours and materials
for the back panel, including leather and
FSC-certified wood for an added cost.

Worth boosting the storage

It's also through this service that you can
request a boost to 32GB of onboard
storage in place of the standard 16GB

- worth considering, since otherwise the
Moto X is non-expandable.

Its softly curved back panel nuzzles
nicely into the palm of your hand,
making it comfortable to hold, while its
textured power button and volume
rocker - the sole buttons on the handset
- lie on the right-hand side at the perfect
height for quick access. Smaller hands
should be able to negotiate the handset
without worry.

A sharp, punchy display
That screen has gone Full HD this year
too, and while there are a handful of 2K
screens doing the rounds this year the
Moto X looks in no way left in the dust,
with its 424ppi display looking sharp
and punchy, and blacks as inky deep as
only AMOLED screens can get.
Compared to the iPhone or Sony
Xperia Z3, the colour palette is on the
warmer side of neutral, but colours are
still believable and don't look overdone.
There’s plenty of fine detail too, which
helps to give a great sense of depth to
scenes. Contrast is strong, offering
plenty of detail in the shadows.

70 wwwwhathificom

1. 8.8, 8.8 ¢

Viewing
angles are
good, with colours
not dropping in vibrancy
and blacks staying deep
when viewed off-axis. Screen
brightness levels are high enough that
viewing video outdoors is possible too.
The rest of the Moto X specs are pretty
competitive. There's a quad-core 2.5GHz
Snapdragon 801 processor and 2GB RAM
under the hood, which keeps things

moving along without a stutter, there's
NFC connectivity on board for one-
touch pairing with compatible kit, and a
new 13MP camera and flash (up from
10MP on its predecessor).

Pictures taken on the Moto X will
work fine as quick snaps and for social
sharing, producing clear, decently
detailed images in good light with a
largely accurate colour balance. The
camera’s Achilles’ heel is really with
low-light photos. Images look soft and
undefined, and picture noise is more of
an issue here too.

When it comes to audio, the Moto X
lacks a little detail and sounds a touch
tubby in the bass, but it makes up for
that with a lively, exciting presentation.

£420

The only physical
buttons are on the
side, and easily
reached, so the
Moto X is perfect for
all sizes of hands

There's never any
hint of harshness from the
treble, even when dropping
down from our CD rips to streaming
Spotify, and though it is undeniably

full-bodied in the bass, it's not
overpowering or boomy.

Battery life is respectable for its size,
offering up to 10 hours 21 minutes in our
battery rundown test, beating the G3 by
some way and coming very close to the

iPhone 6 Plus.

Nothing bloated here

What's arguably nicest about the Moto X
though, is the way Motorola has handled
the software side of things. You'll find no

bloatware here - and next to no
brand-specific apps either, with

Motorola leaving things such as video
and music players in Google's capable
hands rather than doubling up with its

own efforts.

The new Moto X launched without
any of the fanfare or fuss we've come to
expect from a flagship smartphone.
Still, it manages to be one of the best

handsets we've see 2014.

Rating * x x % %

FOR Customisable; good user experience; fine
screen; enthusiastic sound; relatively cheap

AGAINST Non-expandable storage; camera

could be better

VERDICT Motorola has produced a phone that

feels like it works for you




So slim,
vou'll need o
closer look

www.humaxdigital.com/uk/soundbars

World’s Slimmest
Soundbars

Seductively slender soundbars.
Brilliant fo listen to, beautiful to look at.

This is what's been missing for so long from slimline TV
- stylish and powerful thin audio speakers that add an
exciting new dimension to your TV and audio enjoyment.

World’s slimmest soundbars (2cm)

Advanced amplifier design technology that brings a
new definition to Hi-Fi

Powerful subwoofer and Bass enhancer feature
Wide spatial sound feature for full cinema effect

Flexibility from wall mounting brackets and
a stylish shelf stand

Connections for Bluetooth / S-PDIF / AUX

Available at John Lewis, Euronics, Amazon
and selected Independent Stores.

Audio has never sounded so good
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Bigger is getting better, it seems, and
Samsung is most certainly leading the
way - basking in the success of its Note
range by launching its fourth iteration,
the Galaxy Note 4.

As ever, Samsung hasn't done things
by halves, and this has to be one of the
highest-specced phones we've ever seen.
The design hasn't changed drastically,
but it's been refined. It has near-on the
same size body, give or take a few
millimetres, Samsung instead working
on improving the look and feel of the
device as well as what goes inside it.

It's been largely successful. The edges
of the Note 4 are now metal, and the
back panel from the Note 3 has been
tweaked to make it feel a little more
grown up. We're not totally sold on the
textured finish, but it does help to make
the Note 4 easier to grip, with none of
the slippiness of the iPhone 6 Plus.

Same size, greater resolution
Samsung has put its ever-growing screen
on hold for now, offering the same-sized
display as its predecessor at 5.7in. What
has changed, though, is the resolution,
jumping from Full HD to a Quad HD
Super AMOLED screen at 2560 x 1440
resolution and matching the LG G3.
It looks stunning and incredibly sharp,
with Samsung’s vibrant colour palette
and rich contrast immediately evident.
This continues in video playback. The
screen is seriously bright, so you'll
probably want to keep it down at around
50% unless in direct sunlight (which it's
great for), or use the Adaptive Display
setting that automatically tweaks the
screen to suit your environment.
Samsung’s colour palette has cooled
recently but it's still on the warm side of
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the scale, with colours

full of punch, if a little

over-saturated alongside

something like the iPhone 6 Plus.
Viewing angles are superb, and

motion is well handled too. Purists will

prefer the iPhone’s balance of things, but

there's no doubt the Note 4 offers one of

the best ways to watch video on the go.
This is supported by a surprisingly

good battery life. Though it has a larger

battery than the LG G3 at 3220mAh, it
also has a larger, brighter screen to
power, but manages to better the G3's
performance by nearly 5 hours.

The audio performance on Samsung
devices has been a bit hit and miss for us
in recent years, but with the Note 4 it
seems to be improving.

Playback is enthusiastic, with an
admirable level of rhythm and drive, and
high-resolution music is also supported,
offering further insight and detail with
tracks all the way up to 16-bit/192kHz.
Dynamically it can't quite match the
likes of the Xperia Z3, but it's well
balanced and plenty detailed enough.

The smartphone market spent years
trying to rid itself of styluses, but the

£630

The ability to remove
the back cover to
boost the Note 4's
32GB storage and
hot-swap a battery is
a useful feature

Note range has always

championed them, and in

the Note 4 the S-Pen is twice as
sensitive as previous iterations.

As far as the user experience goes,
Samsung'’s inimitable Touchwiz is built
over the most recent version of Android
(Kitkat 4.4.4), and the interface comes
with added tweaks. The most useful of
these are the enhanced multi-window
options. They give you the ability to
shrink apps to smaller windows for
easier multitasking.

Camera boost

The camera on the Note 4 has had a
slight boost here from its predecessor,
up from 13MP to 16 MP, and packs
Samsung'’s new Smart Optical Image
Stabilisation. The results are superb, and
place the Galaxy Note 4 among the best
smartphone cameras around.

When it comes to big-screen phones,
Samsung knows what works. It's been
doing it for years, and that shows in the
Galaxy Note 4. Yes it's big, but it's worth
every single inch of your pocket space.

Rating * x x % %

FOR Improved design; great screen; powerful
performance; high-res music support
AGAINST Fingerprint scanner is hit and miss;
Touchwiz is still a little heavy-handed

VERDICT Big on specs and on performance,
the Note 4 is the best big-screen phone yet




After bagging a

Best Buy Award at the

What Hi-Fi? Awards 2014

just last month, the Sony

Xperia Z3 is already having to
defend its position against a flurry of
newcomers, and it's certainly not
backing down without a fight.

It looks better than ever. Dropping the
angular edges that divided opinions over
its predecessors, the Z3's look and feel
finally match its performance.

Far from just a pretty face though, the
Z3 is as tough as we've come to expect
from a Sony phone, offering both
dustproofing and the highest level of
waterproofing available in a smartphone,
making it safe for depths of up to 1.5m
for a maximum of 30 minutes.

The Z3's 5.2in screen is Full HD, with
Sony actively opting against a 2K display,
citing the sacrifice it would mean in
battery life as one of the main reasons.
We're not upset by that. The Z2 was a
great screen, and the Z3 is even better.
Colours are certainly punchy, sitting
somewhere between the cooler, neutral
tones of the LG G3 and iPhone 6 Plus,
and the warmer colours of the Moto X
and Samsung Galaxy Note 4.

Detailed and natural-looking
This vibrancy is never pushed into
looking overdone or unnatural though,
and there’s stacks of detail, with the
screen holding its own against the likes
of the 2K-packing Note 4.

When it comes to battery life, we
haven't seen a smartphone last as long
as the Z3 on one charge for some time,
managing a whopping 14 hours and 3
minutes on our test.

1. 8. 8. 8.8

This year, Sony has added high-res
music support to the Z3, and it's a much
better performance than high-res on the
LG G3, sounding exciting and engaging
with plenty of punch and attack.

We listen to a high-res master of
Michael Jackson and Justin Timberlake'’s

Love Never Felt So Good and there's a
wonderful sense of space with a tight,
warm bassline, and a precise, detailed
character. Switch it up to Muse's
Supremacy and the Z3 shows its agility,
rhythmic prowess and superb dynamics.
Standard resolution tracks offer
a similar character, with a lively
performance that's precise and
immersive, if on the lean side compared
with the Moto X and iPhone 6 Plus.
Camera performance is handled by
the same 20.7MP camera as its
predecessor, though there have been
some improvements, such as a wider
25mm lens, improved image
stabilisation and a boosted low-light
mode. To get the best from it, you'll want

SMARTPHONES TEST

£550

The screen eschews
a2k resolutionin
favour of extending
the Z3's battery life
- amove of which
we approve

to have a play around with the
extensive options in the camera
app. but once you've got to grips with it
you'll be rewarded with beautifully
balanced, seriously detailed shots, and
low-light pictures that remain crisp and
do a good job of keeping noise at bay.

In day-to-day use, the Z3 zips around
without a second thought thanks to a
2.5GHz quad-core Qualcomm
Snapdragon 801 processor and 3GB RAM.

Heavy but useable
Sony’s skin for Kit Kat is a little heavy
handed for our taste - we prefer the
purer experience offered by the Moto X
- but it's easy enough to navigate and
you can delete much of the bloatware.
The microSD card slot will allow for
expansion up to a maximum of 128GB,
which should provide plenty of room for
your movies and high-res music files.
The Sony Z3 is every bit the flagship
handset that Sony wants it to be, with
next to no compromises, and very little
in the way of gimmicks. Instead,
everything has been well considered and
well realised, creating a handset well and
truly worthy of the tagline of
‘multimedia powerhouse’. The Xperia Z3
won our Best Buy Award for good reason
- competitors will have a big job on their
hands if they want to top it.

Rating * x x % %

FOR Great design; outstanding battery life;
strong multimedia performance; waterproof
AGAINST Audio could go louder; camera auto
mode is hit and miss; too much bloatware

VERDICT A multimedia powerhouse that
offers the best of Sony in an easy-to-use format
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THE IRDAC IS ONE OF THOSE - THE WAY
IT SUCKS YOU IN AND ENCOURAGES TO
KEEP LISTENING IS A RARE TALENT AND
ONE YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO IGNORE.
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THE WINNER

Sony XperiaZ3
£550 LI T 1111

he smartphone
field is getting
more competitive at

the top end of the market, and this

test just proves it. With three five-star
products and two fours, there’s not a bad
handset among them.

The LG G3 is the oldest phone in the
test at just six months, but even in that
short time it's no longer the powerhouse it
was. If video and music performance are
important to you, it's behind the
competition, and its battery can be
bettered too. Despite all this, it's still one
of our favourite phones to use day-to-day,
but that can't save it from dropping a star

SMARTPHONES TEST

WHAT HI-FI?

SOUND AND VISION

TESTWINNER

but we felt the design could've

been a little better. The audio lacks

the rhythmic performance we've always
loved on the iPhone, too.

The first of our five-star winners is the 6
Plus’s big competition, and we mean big.
With a 5.7in-screen, the Samsung Galaxy
Note 4 is a larger device, but also one of
the best-specced phones we've ever seen.
The good news is that is shines in
performance too. The new Moto X also
gets five stars, and is an excellent handset
for those who want simplicity, speed and
anear-on pure Android experience.

The Sony Xperia Z3 wins out, though.
Protecting its Award-winning status with

down to four.

Joining it is the Apple iPhone 6 Plus, a
big handset trying to find its way. It'll win
over i0OS fans looking for a larger screen,

amultimedia performance that’s hard to

fault and a truly excellent battery life -
two things that rarely go hand-in-hand.
How long can it retain its crown?

SYSTEM BUILDER

Perfect partnersto bringthe best out of the

Sony XperiaZ3

AKGY50£80 [T 1111
These Award-winning portable cans are agile,
punchy and endlessly entertaining.

Spotify fromfree [T T T 1 11
With a vast catalogue and great sound, thisis a
wonderfully complete streaming service.

Bluetoothspeakers

Bowers &WilkinsT7 £300 [ [ T T T 11
B&W's first portable speaker doesn't
disappoint with a refined and rhythmic display.

1
Total build £930

For a full list of specifications and
other useful info visit whathifi.com

Facts & figures

AppleiPhone 6 Plus
£619

Screen size 5.5in ¢
Resolution/ppi 1920 x
1080/401 e Processor
Dual-core A8 eRAM 1GB
Camera 8MP/1.2MP o
Battery 2916mAh e Capacity
16/64/128GB ¢ Expandable
No e Dimensions (hwd) 158 x
78 x 7mm e Weight: 172g

LGG3
£395

Screen size 5.5in ¢
Resolution/ppi 1440 x 2560
pixels/534 ¢ Processor
2.5GHz quad-core e RAM 2GB
o Camera 13MP/2.1IMP e
Battery 3000Ah e Capacity
16GB e Expandable Yes o
Dimensions (hwd) 146 x 75 x
9mm e Weight 149g

Moto X

£420 [T T 1111
Screensize 5.2in o
Resolution/ppi 1920 x
1080/424 ¢ Processor 2.5GHz
quad-core e RAM 2GB o
Camera 13MP/2MP e Battery
2300mAh e Capacity 16/32GB
¢ Expandable No
Dimensions (hwd) 141 x 72 x
10mm e Weight 144g

Samsung Galaxy Note 4
£630 [T T T TT11

Screensize 5.7in o
Resolution/ppi 1440 x
2560/515  Processor 2.7GHz
quad-core e RAM 3GB o
Camera 16MP/3.7MP o
Battery 3220mAh e Capacity
32GB ¢ Expandable Yes ¢
Dimensions (hwd) 153.5x 79
x 8.5mm ¢ Weight 179g

WHAT HI-FI?

SOUND AND VISION

TESTWINNER
Sony XperiaZ3
£550 [T T 1111
Screensize 5.2in ¢
Resolution/ppi 1920 x
1080/424  Processor 2.5GHz
quad-core e RAM 3GB o
Camera: 20.7MP/2.2MP o
Battery: 3100mAh e Capacity:
16/32GB « Expandable Yes o
Dimensions (hwd) 146 x 72 x
7mm e Weight 152g

wwwwhathificom 75



BESTSTYLE SPEAKER  heiratesd

WHATHIFI.COM

PACKAGE £1400-£1800 sy 4

R9OHT1 What Hi-Fi? Awards October 2014

HEAD TURNING

ROOM FILLING
AWARD WINNING

The original style speaker package just gets better. Expertly tuned to WHAT HI-F12 l l
Reviews

WHATHIFL.COM

deliver the full-frequency impact of today’s high definition soundtracks,
the R90HT1 blends compact lifestyle design and easy-to-install versatility :
with the immersive audio quality that all home cinema enthusiasts crave. October 2013 December 2013 February 2014




STEREO AMPLIFIERS TEST

Ing, digital, stereo, style. Meet the ne

ntury

a glimpse of the future of the stereo

amplifier, these mighty machines - the
beating heart of any hi-fi system - have
evolved to reflect the changing trends in how
we listen to music. We stream. We play music
on our smartphones, on our laptops. We use
streaming services and we demand high-
quality downloads.

The five amplifiers on test here all meet the
required criteria: they're compact and flexible;
they have a built-in DAC for hi-res digital
formats; they have Bluetooth (or another form

of streaming). And all but one costs a
sensible £400. It's going to be a
tough contest.

E ver since the NAD D 3020 showed us

hat’s on test
cromega MyAmp, p78
onitor Audio Airstream A100, p79

ADD 3020, p80
o-Ject MaiA, pS2
ACAI-301DA, p83

For more news, reviews and
buying advice, visit whathifi.com
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THE PAIRING PROCESS

Bluetooth is of the higher-quality aptX
kind. You'll need a toothpick or pen tip
to press the pairing button when
connecting to your device, but
otherwise the process is fairly painless.

Micromega MyAmp £480

78 wwwwhathificom

Compact, feature-packed, and with a
ruthless, attacking rhythm. These key
points aptly describe the Micromega
MyAmp. With a hi-res DAC and aptX
Bluetooth streaming (that can remember
up to eight paired devices) on its list of
features, the MyAmp seems to assemble
a formidable armoury of qualities.

Unorthodox appearance

Inside this curious-looking unit lies a
class A/B amplifier. On the outside, heat
sinks help to keep the unit cool.

This is unlike any other integrated
amplifier we've seen, even in the light of
forward-looking models such as the NAD
D 3020. The Micromega's compact
dimensions mean it can be easy to place
in the home, but we're not too keen on
its build quality. Given that the MyAmp
costs £80 more than its rivals, the plastic
finish (which comes in black or white)
looks and feels rather cheap.

We're not entirely enamoured of the
tiny ‘credit-card’ remote control either,
but at least it has all the options and is
responsive. We much prefer using the
remote to having to push the unit's
flimsy buttons.

Once you get past the lacklustre build
quality, you'll be pleased to see that the
Micromega MyAmp features a decent
range of connectivity. Thanks to its
built-in DAC it has single optical and
coaxial digital inputs that support
full-fat hi-res 24-bit/192kHz files, while
the Type B USB input can handle up to
24-bit/96kHz.

When it comes to sound, the
Micromega MyAmp is an energetic,
attacking beast. It rips through The
Social Network soundtrack’s electronic
and synth-based textures with a crisp
and driven nature. Timing is snappy,
there’s grit and bite to the crunchy notes,
and a decent helping of detail.

Alove of speed

Feed it tracks that rely on a fast-paced
rhythm, (such as from Eminem, Sbtrkt or
The White Stripes, regardless of source
or file quality), and the MyAmp gleefully
dishes out excitement and speed. It's
organised, controlled and punchy. But
this attacking sound can veer towards
the aggressive, which is sometimes
jarring. Drums and cymbals can sound a
bit edgy, guitar twangs are taut yet

dispassionate. We wouldn't call it brash,
but there's a hardness to the MyAmp's
sound that won't suit all genres.

It's not quite as full-bodied and rich as
its rivals, such as the NAD D 3020, and
we'd like more subtlety and refinement
to pick out the nuances in vocals -
Birdy's breathy tone in Shelter isn't quite
as expressive as we know it to be.

We admire the control and energy of
the Micromega MyAmp. The sheer
driving force will entertain many
listeners, and it doesn't discriminate
when it comes to low-resolution Spotify
streams, either. That versatile list of
connections is also impressive, but its
questionable build quality and less-
than-subtle sound isn't quite everything
we hoped £480 would buy.

Rating [T T T3¢

FOR Energetic, attacking rhythm; organised
sound; decent detail; excellent connections
AGAINST Voices sound thin; could be subtler
and more refined; cheap build and finish; price
VERDICT We're not keen on the plastic finish,
but this amp's attack has caught our attention




STEREO AMPLIFIERS TEST

WIRELESS WARS
When the A100 was
didn't allow AirPlay
coexist in the same m
relaxed that rule now,
the A100 MKk II will fe

Monitor Audio Airstream ATO0 £400 rrrrrm

Ever since we first tested the Airstream
A100, we've been itching to pit this
hi-res, AirPlay-streaming, integrated
amplifier against its peers. We're taken
by its stylish design and composed,
insightful sound. But how will its
performance fare against class rival and
Award-winner, the NAD D 3020?

A fine spread
Straight off the bat, we know there’s
something special about the Airstream
A100. The first impression is one of
scale. We play test favourite Shelter by
Birdy and the spread of sound is
wonderfully open and wide - far wider
than with any rival. And in that spacious
soundfield the music is crisp and clear.
The level of detail is stunning, and it
conveys a tune - be it a John Williams
theme or the latest alt-J track - with a

great deal of composure and refinement.

Stream alt-J's Breezeblocks and the
delicate vocals are subtle, with each
nuance laid bare. Guitar plucks are taut
and tactile, drums hit with impact, and
there’s a good grip on basslines.

While we tend to prefer Bluetooth for
streaming, the A100 is talented enough

to take off that hard edge that can creep
in when playing songs via AirPlay. The
sound is solid and organised across
DLNA and wired USB connections too.

It's a captivating listen, but it's not
perfect. The Monitor Audio is so intent
on delivering the most revealing, refined
sound it can that it forgets to have a little
fun. We'd like a bit more punch to the
rhythm and a touch more fluidity. It's
here that the NAD's bite and free-flowing
dynamics are a whole lot more fun.

We have to take our hats off to
Monitor Audio for the A100’s bold
design. The build quality is solid and
sturdy, while either black or white finish
options make it look like a premium
product. You can place the A100
horizontally, but it looks more at home
propped upright on its stand next to
your TV or computer.

As with its design, Monitor Audio has
been brave with its connections. The
main focus is on streaming with AirPlay,
Airstream Direct and DLNA. The front
panel USB port can charge up and play
from your iPod, iPhone or iPad. You can
also transfer your Apple smart device's
wi-fi settings using the USB.

Monitor Audio’s own Airstream Direct
is a convenient option - it creates its own
wireless network so you can stream
songs when you aren't near a router.

Unlike its rivals, the A100 doesn't go
much for wired connections. There's a
pair of RCA line level inputs, a digital
optical input (limited to 24-bit/96kHz
files), and a subwoofer output.

Sleek and insightful

The A100's smart, sleek design is
gorgeous, and its spacious, insightful
sound will garner many fans. The lack of
Bluetooth might not sit well with some,
and on pure enjoyment terms we think
the NAD just about edges it out. But for
this price, you can't compete with that
amount of refined detail.

Rating (T T 1111

FOR Subtle, refined detail; huge, spacious
sound; wide soundstage; stylish design
AGAINST Sound delivery could be a bit
punchier and more upbeat; no Bluetooth

VERDICT With its incredible sense of space
and stunning subtlety, this stylish amp is a treat
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TEST STEREO AMPLIFIERS

LIGHT AND FLEXIBLE

The D 3020 is not a heavy unit and
therefore fairly versatile when it comes
to placement. Just make sure your
cables aren't too heavy, as they will
drag on the amp's lightweight build.

NAD D 3020 £400 rrrrrr

80 wwwwhathificom

It's no exaggeration to say the D 3020’s
bold, compact design and Bluetooth
streaming powers paved the way for a
new breed of integrated stereo amplifier.
And even alongside newer rivals, this
exciting little amp continues to impress
and entertain us.

What we love about the NAD is just
how much fun it is to listen to. Whether
it's our favourite Spotify playlist or songs
stored on our laptop, we could spend
hours listening to this amp.

Key to the NAD's performance is its
punchy sense of rhythm. Play Redbone’s
Come And Get Your Love and you'll be
snapping your fingers along to the funky,
lively beat and taut, agile guitar plucks.
Drum beats are punctual and hit with
impact, while the bass cheerfully
rumbles along. It's immensely enjoyable.

Rising to the challenge

Switch to something more demanding
(such as The Dead Weather's 60 Feet Tall),
and the D 3020's remarkable control and
authority keeps all the discordant
instruments working cohesively, while
also building up the brooding tension in
the song. It's a confident performance.

There’s plenty of rich, smooth detail
on board too, along with ample rhythmic
drive. The electronic instruments in
alt-J's Fitzpleasure have texture, the
layered harmonics are laid bare and the
dynamic melody is handled with
subtlety. While it may not have the
Monitor Audio Airstream A100’s level of
clarity, insight and refinement, the NAD
is more expressive in its delivery.

Its smooth presentation works well
across a variety of genres and file types.
This makes it a very unfussy amplifier -
as content playing hi-res 24-bit/96kHz
files as it is streaming songs over
Bluetooth, even if a wired connection
admittedly sounds punchier.

Like the Airstream A100, it can be
placed on its side, but it makes more
sense upright. The touchscreen power
button on the top is often sluggish, but
switching between inputs is simple.

The supplied remote control is
compact and has a smooth, weighty
build. It's responsive, too.

NAD's headline feature is aptX
Bluetooth, allowing users to stream
music stored on smartphones, tablets
and laptops to the amp. Pairing is swift

and easy, and the connection is stable.
Digital connections feature prominently,
with two optical inputs alongside a
coaxial and a type B USB input.

It's worth noting that the NAD's built-in
DAC is capable of playing files up to
24-bit/96kHz. You can still play full-fat
192kHz files, but they'll be downsampled.

Staying power

The NAD D 3020 remains a fantastic
piece of hi-fi kit. The compact design
and breadth of connections aside, it's the
punchy, exciting, nuanced performance
that truly engages us. Its biggest threat
comes from the stylish and detailed
Monitor Audio A100, but the NAD may
just have the edge here with its warm,
lively character and offer of Bluetooth.

Rating (T T T 111

FOR Punchy and dynamic; bags of detail;
exciting performance; compact design
AGAINST Touch controls are a little fiddly
VERDICT The NAD continues to impress and

entertain with a punchy, lively sound that's
immense fun to listen to
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INTRODUCING THE PANEL

A nicely weighted volume dial takes
centre stage on the facia, while two
small buttons let you scroll through
the nine (yes, nine) inputs. A tiny blue
LED indicates which input is selected.

Pro-Ject MaiA £400

82 wwwuwhathifi.com

A small integrated stereo amplifier
that's chock full of connections, the
£400 Pro-Ject MaiA looks like a
tempting piece of kit.

But the MaiA (a stylised acronym
that stands for ‘My Audiophile
Integrated Amplifier’, which we can
all agree is a bit of a mouthful) isn't
quite the small wonder we were hoping
for. This amp may boast a built-in hi-res
DAC and Bluetooth streaming, yet
it can't quite compete with its rivals
when it comes to performance.

First, the good stuff. The MaiA's
diminutive size is a welcome sight to
anyone who doesn’t want to clutter their
house with large boxes of hi-fi. Slim as it
is, the Pro-Ject still packs some weight. It
stands just 4cm tall, but weighs 2kg and
its aluminium chassis exudes a sense of
quality. The fascia is fairly neat and
classy-looking, too.

Slight but effective

A slim ‘credit-card’ remote control is
included and, while we wish it were a bit
more substantial, it does its job with
speed and no fuss. The MaiA is available
in black or silver.

Given Pro-Ject's heritage and expertise
with turntables, it makes perfect sense
that the company has included a
moving-magnet phono stage. If you
don't own a turntable, you can connect
your CD player, streamer or laptop to any
of the two line-level, two optical, coaxial
or Type B USB inputs. The built-in DAC
is capable of playing 24-bit/192kHz
hi-res files through the USB inputs; it's
restricted to 24-bit/96kHz over optical.

Aerial for streaming
AptX Bluetooth is also on the MaiA's
features list, but you'll need to screw in
the supplied Bluetooth antenna before
streaming songs from your smart device.
It's impressive how much Pro-Ject has
managed to fit inside such a small
chassis. It's just a shame its performance
isn't nearly as impressive. While it
sounds solid, weighty and has a good
deal of detail definition, there’s a lack of
enthusiasm. The MaiA's thythm trudges
along, sounding laboured and weary -
which brings down the mood. The
bassline in Prince’s Let's Work (24-bit/
192kHz) sounds loose and lumpy where
it should be taut, punchy and agile.

Dynamically, it sounds a little squashed,
so there's no breathing space for the
songs to soar and flow.

On the plus side, the MaiA sounds
clear and detailed, although the top end
could do with a touch more sparkle.

It's with the phono input that the
MaiA sounds its best. Plug in a budget
turntable such as the Award-winning
Pro-Ject Essential II (£200) or the Debut
Carbon (£325), and the amp has a bit
more freedom to stretch its sonic wings.

We wish we could say that the MaiA is
the ideal stepping-stone for someone
with a record collection who now wants
to experiment with smartphone-
streaming. If only it had a touch more
liveliness to its delivery, we'd be giving it
a hearty four-star recommendation.

Rating [T T+

FOR Solid, weighty sound; decent detail; plenty
of useful connections; fine build quality
AGAINST Rhythmically challenged; could be
livelier and more dynamic

VERDICT Despite its smart design, this little
amp isn't quite up to the standard at this price




STEREO AMPLIFIERS TEST

THE BODY BEAU
The solid, half-wid
excellent quality. T
is sturdy, each pane
perfectly and the al
looks classy in blac

TEAC AI-301DA £400

With modern trappings bundled inside
a traditional-looking, half-width hi-fi
exterior, the TEAC AI-301DA integrated
amplifier will appeal to enthusiasts and
newcomers alike.

The combination of aptX Bluetooth,
hi-res audio and DSD playback makes it
stand out from the fiercely competitive
small stereo amplifier crowd. But can it
beat the class leaders?

Easy listening
There's plenty to like about the AI-301's
smooth, full-bodied performance. The
rounded quality smoothes off any rough
edges a song may have. Admittedly, this
means the TEAC isn't the most
transparent or revealing of amplifiers,
but it does make it easy to listen to.
There's warmth and weight to alt-J's
Fitzpleasure, and the abrupt dynamic
shifts are relayed with an easy-going
attitude. While it can't match the scale
and openness of the Monitor Audio
Airstream A100's sound, the TEAC does
a good job of creating a wide soundstage.
Detail definition is decent. The TEAC's
sonic characteristics remain consistent
when switching between sources, and

from a CD-ripped WAV file to a hi-res
FLAC file. It's only when you switch to
Bluetooth does the TEAC falter. It
sounds less solid, and less lively.

Play I Am A Man Of Constant Sorrow
(FLAC, 24-bit/96kHz) from a streamer,
and the folky-bluesy tune jauntily
jangles along with rich guitar strums and
clear, direct vocals. While we like the
detail and clarity of the expressive
voices, the TEAC does have a tendency
to push the midrange, and thereby
voices, a bit too far forward. We prefer
that to a lacklustre delivery though, and
it bodes well for vocal-heavy songs.

While there’s plenty to keep you
listening for hours, the TEAC's sense
of rhythm isn't quite as confident or
precise. It struggles to control all the
elements in the complex arrangement of
The Dead Weather's 60 Feet Tall. The
NAD D 3020 easily delivers the punchy
and taut music with all cohesion and
tension intact.

Fit for the modern age

That exterior is certainly traditional, but
underneath it's a different story. The
AI-301DA has a Class D amplifier

outputting a claimed 60W per channel,
a hi-res Burr-Brown DAC, and an
asynchronous USB input. But that's just
the start. The single coaxial and Type B
USB inputs support hi-res files of up to
24-bit/192kHz, while the optical input is
limited to 24-bit/96kHz. There are also
two pairs of RCA line-level inputs on the
back panel, while a subwoofer output is
available if you want more oomph.

The TEAC amp faces stiff competition
from the likes of NAD and Monitor
Audio. But despite its unadventurous
presentation, it's still a warm, smooth
sound that's really easy to listen to.

Let's not forget its sturdy chassis and
extensive file compatibility. Give the
AI-301DA a whirl - you may just find it
pleasant company.

Rating [T T T3¢

FOR Smooth, full-bodied presentation; fine
dynamics; good file support; classy build quality
AGAINST Could do with more insight, rhythm
and precision; forward midrange

VERDICT It's not perfect, but the TEAC's
warm, smooth presentation is enjoyable
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(S) simple audio

MUSIC STREAMING
MADE SIMPLE

‘An excellent sounding system’
What Hi-fi? Sound and Vision,
November 2014

‘Outstanding — amongst the best’
Hi-Fi World, October 2014

‘Rich and engaging sound’
Hi-Fi Choice, July 2014

The Simple Audio Roomplayer+ is a high resolution music streamer. It transforms the way

you listen to your own music at home with its unique multi-library, multi-user and multi-room

features. Add music discovery into the mix and you’ll love how simple it is to stream great
sounding music from your favourite devices.

simpleaudio.com

Available from Audio-T, Music Matters and all good specialist dealers:
simpleaudio.com/where-to-buy



THE WINNER

NAD D 3020
£400 % % Kk k *

AD’s done it again. The
N D 3020's bold, hybrid design
marked the beginning of a new
era of digital integrated amplifiers, and
despite the surge of new rivals fiercely
vying for top spot, this talented
amplifier firmly holds on to its crown.
We applaud the Pro-ject MaiA for
attempting to throw in every single
option for the modern music-lover, but
features only tell half the story. Despite
a winningly slim design and a solid,
detailed sound, the MaiA's lack of
enthusiasm and punch failed to
entertain us.
The TEAC AI-301DA and Micromega
MyAmp share four-star status, but for
completely different reasons. The

STEREO AMPLIFIERS TEST

WHAT HI-FI?

SOUND AND VISION

TESTWINNER

TEAC sounds smooth and easy-going;
the MyAmp is aggressive and snappy.
Each offers a different flavour of
presentation, but neither can reach the
Monitor Audio’s depth of subtle detail,
nor the NAD's punchy rhythm.

And so it came down to a head-to-
head battle between the Monitor Audio
Airstream A100 and the NAD D 3020.
Neither is truly perfect, and in the end it
came down to which amplifier we have
the most fun listening to - the one we
could imagine living with and never
getting bored of. Unequivocally, that
honour went to the D 3020. We admire
the A100, but the NAD's ability to
communicate the essence of a song
kept us coming back to it. It's a winner.

SYSTEM BUILDER

Hook the NAD in withthese threetocreatea
formidable file-based musicsystem

Stereospeakers
DaliZensor3 £300 % % % % %
Astonkingly good pair of speakers whose airy
presentation and punchy dynamics are
immensely funtolistento

Tablet
AppleiPad Air2 From£400 % % % % %
Powerfulinterface, gorgeous design and
crisply detailed sound quality - the latest
version of Apple’s premium tabletis a stunner.

Streamingservice
Spotify £10/month % % % % &
Our favourite music streaming service is still
the best, thanks toits huge catalogue, ease of
use and versatile listening options

Total build £1100

For a full list of specifications and
other useful info visit whathifi.com

Facts & figures

Rated power 30W e Inputs 3
x line level, coaxial, opt, USB
Bluetooth Yes e Finishes 2 o
Dimensions (hwd) 8 x 14 x
14cm e Weight 1kg

Rated power 50W e Inputs
Line level, optical, USB, AirPlay
o Bluetooth No e Finishes 2e
Dimensions (hwd) 5 x 37 x
21cm e Weight 2kg

i

TESTWINNER
Micromega MyAmp Monitor Audio Airstream NAD D 3020
£480 * kk k¥ A100 £400 * * k k% £400 %k Kk Kk Kk

Rated power 30W e Inputs
Line level, 3.5mm, coaxial, 2 x
optical, USB e Bluetooth Yes o
Finishes 1 ¢ Dimensions (hwd)
19 x 6 x 22cm o Weight 1kg

Pro-Ject MaiA
£400 Kk Koy

Rated power 25W e Inputs 2 x
line level, phono, 3.5mm, coax,
2 x opt, USB e Bluetooth Yes o

Finishes 2 ¢ Dimensions (hwd)
4 x21x20cm e Weight 2kg

TEACAI-301DA
£400 * % k% %

Rated power 30W e Inputs 2
x line level, coaxial, opt, USB e
Bluetooth Yes e Finishes 2 ¢
Dimensions (hwd) 6 x 22 x
25cm e Weight 2kg
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Withinternet, DAB and Bluetooth
capabilities, theright radio can now

easily transport you around the globe

Worldservice
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Pure Pop Midi with Bluetooth
£80 [T T3k

Pure has a proven track record of
0 making good radios: the company

took gongs in our 2013 and 2014
Awards. Next up is a trio of digital radios,
called the Pop Mini, Midi and Maxi, and what
we have here is the middle-sized unit. Why
is it called Pop? Because it's the most
noticeable feature of the radio. Press the
comically large power button at the top and
it will pop up, doubling as a volume knob.

The front has a small screen and a single
driver, while the cloth-grille wrap is
deceptive: sound only comes out the front.
Power is from a microUSB connection, as
opposed to a bulky power brick. The bottom
of the device opens up to take four ‘AA’
batteries, or Pure’s rechargeable ChargePAK
D1 battery pack (£35, sold separately).

The Pop is lovely to use and a tidy device,
with friendly dimensions (17x9x10cm). The
sound, however, could be better. You get a
decent amount of detail and weight, but
there’s no escaping the small size of the
audio. There's a hard edge to everything, too,
that can get tiring. It's a decent device for the
price. Just don't expect excellence.

Roberts Revival iStream 2
£200 (LI 1111

There's no getting around this:
8 the Roberts Revival iStream 2 is a

lovely thing. As ‘Revival’ suggests,
this is one of Roberts’ retro models, with a
large grille and black, cream or Duck Egg
leather-like material all over.

On one side, you'll find a metal clasp.
Undo this and you can open the full-width
back panel. This is where you can insert four
‘D’ batteries (if you're not near the mains)
while marvelling at the radio’s innards. Look
to the top of the unit and you'll find this
radio isn't the relic it could be. It can handle
DAB, DAB+ and internet radio as well as FM.

You can play your own content with a USB
stick or via the 3.5mm input, but the real
surprise is Spotify Connect compatibility.

The LCD screen is small and monochrome,
but it is clear and easily read. You'll have no
problems scrolling through menus and
channels. As for the sound, it's clear but
full-bodied and not tinny. Tonally, the sound
is well balanced. It could do with a little
more bass weight, but it's perfectly
convincing. Detail levels are good too. Yes,
we really like the Roberts Revival iStream 2.

Rating [T T3k
FOR Looks good; nicely made; neat ‘Pop’ button

AGAINST Sounds a bit small, cluttered and
hard; small screen

VERDICT A neat bedside radio, but we have
certainly heard better

Rating (TTT 111

FOR Balanced, full-bodied sound; good looks;
strong build

AGAINST Could do with a bit more bass

VERDICT Great looks, great sound - it's got a royal
warrant, and sure enough, this radio is fit for kings




"RothDBT-003
£80 [T Tk

We like a good price drop. Take
9 this Roth DBT-003, for instance. It

was launched two years ago at
around £150, but now it can be bought for
£80. Sounds like a good time to review it.

The DBT-003 is a desktop digital radio. Its
dimensions (12x30x15cm) and weight
(1.71kg) suggest it should be left at home. Its
features include DAB, DAB+ and FM, as well
as inputs via 3.5mm auxiliary and Bluetooth.
At the back of the unit you'll find a USB port,
but this is for charging only. It's a handsome
device - available in glossy black or white, or
walnut. The front has two drivers and
clickable buttons between two dials.

It's weightier and more spacious than the
relatively tinny sound of the equally priced
Pure Pop Midi with Bluetooth. There's a
decent amount of detail. Sadly this is
outweighed by the lack of balance. It's a
boomy sound, with thick bass hogging
your attention. Songs thump along without
any sense of refinement, and it's hard to pick
out much nuance.

The price drop helps of course, but still,
the Roth DBT-003 could sound better.

4)

Join us on Spotify
whf.cm/playlist2014

Listen to our favourite tracks every month!

For a full list of specifications and
other useful info visit whathifi.com

Tivoli Audio Music System
Three+£250 [T 13k

We're never sure what to expect
0 from Tivoli these days. Our recent

experience has ranged from very
good to not-so-good. What of the Audio
Music System Three+? Well, we think it's a
decent, if pricey, offering.

Its dimensions (12x29x13cm) and weight
(1.89kg) means you won't stick this in a
handbag, but a cavity built into the back acts
as a handle (this doubles as a storage space
for the credit card-type remote control).

It also has a built-in battery which frees
you from the mains. It lasts up to 20 hours. A
full charge takes 12 hours, but Tivoli says it
can reach 75 per cent in three.

The Three+ is capable of DAB/DAB+ and
FM, while there’s also Bluetooth, an auxiliary
3.5mm input and a headphone output. The
sound via the two three-inch drivers is
passable, fairly spacious for a portable
device, with decent power. But it's boomy,
and not very clear. The treble is thin and
fuzzy, the midrange is hollow and recessed,
and the bass lacks definition.

The Music System 3+ is not a terrible
purchase, but it is an expensive one.

RADIOS ROUND-UP

View Quest Hepburn
£150 [Tk

This is the Hepburn, named after
6 the iconic actress. It's not hard to

see why. We think it's very stylish:

there are 11 colour schemes to choose

from. But it's not long before we suspect the
Hepburn is just a pretty face. We're not keen
on build quality. The antenna bends with
little persuasion, as does the leatherette at
the front. It also takes very little to scratch
the grille. For £150 we'd expect better.

We'd also hope for better sound. It's not a
pleasant listen. The bass is over-egged and
muffled. Elsewhere, it's a harsh, hard sound,
and it doesn't take much volume before
distortion sets in. It does fine on the features
front: DAB/DAB+ as well as FM. You can play
your own content wirelessly via Bluetooth,
or plug in with the 3.5mm auxiliary input.
There's a USB port too, but for charging only.

The Hepburn comes with a mains adaptor,
but you'll find a flap for four ‘D’ batteries on
the radio’s underside. It's nice to use, and
while there’s no remote, you can download
the ‘View Quest’ app. But all in all, we find it
hard to recommend the View Quest
Hepburn. Take your money elsewhere.

Rating [T T3k
FOR Good looks and build; remote control

AGAINST Boomy, thumpy sound; awkward volume
controls

VERDICT A nicely-specified radio that looks better
than it sounds, or operates

Rating [T T ¥k
FOR Solid build; portable; built-in battery
AGAINST Poor sound quality

VERDICT A decent portable device, but the price
tag does not reflect the sound - it should be a lot
better

Rating *
FOR Good looks; remote app

AGAINST Poor sound; build quality is disappointing;
no remote control

VERDICT The Hepburn looks enticing, but it's a case
of style over substance
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ADVERTISING FEATURE

SOUND UNWIRED

We love surround sound. We'd love it more if we didn’t have
to hide cables all over the place. Step forward, LG MUSICflow...

othing adds realism to the
experience of watching a blockbuster
on an amazing television like having
sounds pop out at you from all directions.
The problem is clutter: the bigger your
room, the more wiring you need, and
hiding all that cabling is tiresome.
LG's solution is ingenious: the MUSICflow
Smart Hi-Fi Audio system comprises
a big range of different audio components,
from satellite
speakers to a
soundbar and
a subwoofer,
allowing you to
create the perfect
home cinema
setup. From
the smallest

\

MUSICflow H3 to the 70-watt H7 and the HS6
soundbar/subwoofer combo, MUSICflow is
all about freeing your home cinema.

And, of course, you can be more flexible
with your music: play a song on all your
speakers at once, or play different tracks in
different rooms. Alternatively, you can group
speakers into a wireless multi-channel system,
and stream music from services such as
Spotify, Napster and Tuneln, as well as playing
directly from mobile devices.

MUSICflow Smart Hi-Fi
Audio creates the perfect
home cinema setup, from
satellites to subwoofer

Hs6 SOUNDBAR ]

o

4

WIRELESS LG SUB
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WWW.HOWTOLIVEIT.CO.UK Life's Good

1 MUSICflow Smart Hi-Fi Audio HS6
wireless soundbar and subwoofer

The HS6 packs an amazing punch: 160W of sound from

he four-channel soundbar plus another 160W from the

bfer will revolutionise how your TV sounds.
This wunderbar wonder-bar integrates with
the rest of LG's MUSICflow hardware, so
when it's not performing cinematic duties it

rm part of a next-generation hi-fi system.

the rest o
files for tr

(S: 4x 160-wa
mpatible; wirel

) MUSICflow Smart Hi-Fi Audio
H3 wireless speaker

At just 12.5cm wide, the H3 is LG's smallest MUSICflow
device, but that doesn't mean it doesn'’t rock with the

best of them. The single 30W speaker inside the sleek
casing packs plenty of punch, while HD audio compatibility,
the ability to fold the H3 into a multi-room system or

play on its own, plus NFC and Bluetooth compatibility,
make it a pint-sized powerhouse.

SPECS: 1x 30-watt speaker, 24-hit FLAC compatible, wireless
mesh network, Bluetooth and NFC compatible

2 H3 SPEAKER

T




The world’s most desirable kit

“This deck delivers a sound

full of energy and sparkle”

= Rega RP8/Apheta Turntable

mf2200 [T T TTT1

he RP8 is the most ambitious
I Rega turntable we've ever tested.
Initially, it's possible to mistake it
for one of the company’s more modest
offerings, but a closer look reveals there’s
far more going on here than first
impressions suggest. And we're not
talking about the glossy finish, either.

Rega has long believed in making its
turntable plinths as light and rigid as
possible. If the material is light it doesn't
store unwanted vibration energy as long,
which is a good thing as far as turntable
sound quality is concerned.

Over the years Rega has used plinths
made of either MDF or chipboard
covered with phenolic resin to deliver
low weight with rigidity, but with the RP8
the company has gone much further.

A very bearable lightness of being
The central core of this deck’s plinth is
made of light, closed-cell polyolefin
foam. This material took three years to
develop to match Rega’s needs. As with
the earlier designs, phenolic resin skins
are added to both top and bottom
surfaces to deliver higher rigidity and
an element of damping. The result is a
plinth - available in gloss-black only -
that is a seventh the weight of the
original Planer 3 plinth.

To improve the plinth structure even
further, the company has added two
braces where it thinks rigidity needs to
be at its highest - between the arm base
and main bearing. Two different
materials are used for the bracing: the
upper layer is made of magnesium and
the lower is phenolic. Each material
damps the natural resonances in the
other resulting is an immensely light,
stiff and well-behaved structure.

It goes further than just materials. The
RP8's plinth is a skeletal design intended
to be as small as practical. The smaller it
is, the lighter and more rigid it will be
- notice a theme here?

There is a slight issue when using the
RP8's skeletal form, caused by the foam
core. The material's edges aren't smooth,
and to many it looks unfinished. That's
just the way the material is, and Rega no
doubt feels the advantages in terms of
performance far outweigh the apparent
aesthetic shortcomings.

In addition, there's a practical issue
with skeletal decks and that's how to
incorporate a dust cover. While some
hardcore purists may not care for such
practicalities, for many people it matters.
Rega’s answer is to build a surround for
the skeletal structure resulting in what
looks like a conventionally rectangular
plinth; that way an entirely conventional
lid can be used. Neat.

The space between

But look carefully and you'll see that
there's an even gap between the plinth
and the surround, and the connection
between the two is limited to thin
rubber bands at each of the deck’s three
feet. These bands make sure the spacing
between the two parts stays even.

It's a simple but very clever
arrangement. The lack of a rigid
connection between the plinth and
surround means that any vibration
picked up by the lid - a significant issue

that degrades sound quality by
feeding mechanical energy into the
player’s structure - is minimised, if
not avoided altogether.

Weight on the outside

The only place Rega likes more mass is
on its platters, or more accurately at the
rim of its platters. Mass at this point
helps to maintain rotational speed and
irons out slight speed fluctuations -
though go too far and you create
problems with the main bearing design.
As with everything in hi-fi, it’s all about
finding the best compromise.

The hefty platter of the RP8 is a
complex affair. It comprises three
layers of laminated glass. The top layer
is where the record sits; the subsequent
layers are rings to focus the mass on the
outer edge. The idea is to maximise the
flywheel effect but keep the weight at
the centre low.

This glass platter sits on an aluminium
sub-platter, rather than the plastic
versions used in the more affordable
models. We try to spot some play in the
main bearing, but can't - it's as precisely
machined as we'd hope for at this price.
A 24V AC motor spins the sub-platter
though a twin-belt arrangement. It's
controlled by Rega’s TT-PSU outboard
power supply, which provides a clean,
high-quality power feed. The power
supply is fine-tuned to the specific

Three rubber feet
help with isolation,
but make sure the
RP8 sits on a solid
platform 2 A metal
sub-platter, driven by
twin belts, supports
the main platter
Counterweight (right)
and spring-loaded
downforce control
regulate the cartridge
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‘Rega’s answer is to build a surround

for the skeletal structure resulting in
a conventional plinth. Neat'
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RegaRP8/Apheta

motor by hand to maximise smoothness.
The TT-PSU also has speed control on it
so you can swap from albums to singles
(331/3 to 45rpm) at the press of a button
rather than having to take the platter off
and move the drive belt manually as
with some rivals.

Compared with the plinth, other parts
of the Rega may look more conventional
- but that doesn't make them any less
interesting. The arm is an RB808. It's
handmade, with great care taken over
the fit and tolerance of the bearings.
Each bearing is individually selected to
find the closest match to the relevant
spindle. The bearing assembly is an
all-new design too, majoring on - you've
guessed it - low mass and high rigidity.

Strong arm tactics

Even the arm tube is different from
those used by Rega’s lesser arms. It's
been designed to redistribute mass and
reduce resonances, and rigidity is also
improved over earlier designs. Lastly, the
RB808 uses high-quality cabling with
fewer joins in the signal path than before
and better quality plugs.

The final part of the package is the
Apheta moving-coil cartridge (see
panel). It's the only moving-coil
cartridge the company makes, and is the
natural partner for the RP8. While it may
be tempting to save the £600 it costs
and go for a cheaper alternative, we
think it fits the turntable’s character
really well and is worth the expense.

As with all turntables, the RP8
benefits from careful placement. There
isn't much in the way of suspension, so
performance will suffer if the deck is
placed too close to the speakers or on a
surface that resonates strongly. Take care

It's brilliant at latching
on to that infectious
rhythm track and
thumps out the dense,
undulating bass with
considerable skill

The cartridge

The Aphetaiis Rega's first moving-coil
cartridge. The company looked at the
conventional way of designing such a
cartridge and decided that the workings
could be simplified with modern materials

and technology.

The result is a fast, agile and highly

detailed performer but one which errs on
the bright and lean side of neutral. Careful
system matching will stop the tonal
character from being an issue. Each
sample is supplied with a specific tracking
weight, rather than the general value
given by most manufacturers.

with respect to these points and this
Rega will reward you richly.

How does the package sound? In a
word, detailed. We've heard many
turntables at this level but can't think of
one that digs up as much information
as this one.

Play Mars from Holst's The Planets and
the RP8 excels. There's power coupled to
wide-ranging dynamics and the ability to
keep a tight grip on instrumental
strands. Nothing gets confused as the
piece builds to its crescendo.

Tonally, things aren't quite neutral.
The presentation is always just a touch
lean and bright. Bass, while wonderfully
taut and tuneful, doesn't quite have a
full dose of weight to it. This lack of
neutrality doesn't go too far though, and
certainly won't be a problem unless
other components in your system have
harsh or aggressive tendencies.

Energy and agility
The pay-off for that tonal balance is
speed and plenty of it. This is a
magnificently responsive-sounding deck
and it delivers a sound full of energy and
sparkle. If you want excitement, drama
and the ability to just lose yourself in
your music, we haven't heard a better
alternative for the job. The soundstage
is good too. It's stable, focused and
nicely layered.
Switch to Michael Jackson's Billie Jean
and the Rega is right at
home. It's brilliant at
latching on to that
infectious rhythm
track and thumps
out the dense,
undulating bassline
with considerable
skill. Jackson's
distinctive vocals
are delivered with

passion and superb clarity, and are in no
way submerged by the packed
instrumental backdrop.

Takes all sorts

We scan our record collection, taking in
the likes of R.E.M.'s Automatic For The
People, Miles Davis's Kind Of Blue and
Bob Marley's Exodus, and the Rega takes it
allin its stride, delivering a class-leading
combination of attack and subtlety.

This is a hugely accomplished package
that lifts a massive amount of
information off the groove and organises
it in a musically engaging way. It's the
kind of record player that has us
listening well into the night, just
wanting to see how good it makes the
next record sound.

Rega is quite rightly recognised for the
quality of its more affordable decks. The
likes of the RP3 particularly have
dominated their sectors, and our Awards,
for longer than we care to remember. But
when the company really goes for it,
shooting for the stars rather than trying
to meet a price point, the results are
spectacular. If you have the budget for
the RP8/Apheta combination, jump right
in. You won't be disappointed.

Consider if You want an articulate and
massively detailed-sounding turntable
Highlight Resolution - this is as detailed
adeck as we've heard at this level

Rating (T T T 111

FOR A massively detailed sound; class-leading
agility; strong dynamics and precision; build
AGAINST Sympathetic placement a must;
needs careful system matching

VERDICT The RP8/Apheta combination sets
sky-high standards at the price
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TEMPTATIONS

Roksan Darius S1



Neat design touches
abound throughout,
including the smart

label disc machined

into the top panel

“We're caughtupin
the drama of the melody”

= Roksan Darius S1 Stereo speakers
= £5000(inc£750stands) LI T 1 11|

hose with long memories may is relatively slim in proportion, but deep
I remember the original Roksan enough to gain a decent amount of
Darius. Introduced in the '80s, internal volume. Look around the back
they were the company's first speakers; and you'll find a pair of determined-
odd-looking high-end standmounters looking reflex ports and a biwire set of

with a suspended tweeter and, in their
earliest incarnations, an intriguing
exoskeleton stand.

They could perform really well, if
pampered, having a direct and dynamic
delivery. Fans of the originals might be
surprised to learn that the new Sls share
little engineering DNA with that classic
design, but we have to say they're none
the worse for that.

The S1remains a two-way design. It
mates a high-quality aluminium ribbon
tweeter (an Aurum Cantus G2N) with a
custom-made 13cm mid/bass driver.
That fearsome-looking grille in front of
the mid/bass is only there to prevent

rather swish WBT terminals.

Made for the job
While the Darius will work on third-party
stands we would suggest sticking to the
dedicated supports. These aren't cheap at
£750, but look good and suit the speakers
both in appearance and performance.
There's also a tidy cable management
arrangement. The combination is
available in two gloss finishes, white and
black - both options look smart.

A word of caution though. If you
have young children running around
it's worth knowing that the speaker/

unwanted poking and prodding. Roksan has taken a great deal of
Care on the crossover care with the crossover. Look at
Roksan has taken a great deal of care the qu ality Of the Components

with the crossover design, trying to
integrate the two drivers as seamlessly
as possible. Take a look at the quality of
the components used and it’s clear the
company hasn't tried to save the
pennies. The crossover components for
treble and mid/bass are also positioned
on separate boards to prevent unwanted
interaction, and good-quality internal
cabling is claimed throughout.

That smart, internally braced MDF
cabinet is immaculately made and
finished. We like the attention to detail,
right down to the curved cabinet edges
and dimples machined into the side
panel. It makes the speakers look so
much more interesting than would
otherwise be the case. The enclosure

used and it’s clear the company
hasn't tried to save the pennies

stand combination is fairly easy to
topple if it's bumped, thanks to a pretty
high centre of gravity and a relatively
small stand footprint.

Any speakers at this level need
top-class electronics to shine and these
Roksans are no different. Their quoted
sensitivity is relatively good at 89dB/
W/m but the nominal impedance is 4
ohms, which suggests a relatively beefy
amplifier is required. We get good results
with our reference system of Naim
NDS/555PS streamer, Clearaudio
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Roksan Darius S1

Innovation Wood turntable package and
Bryston BP26/4B SST2 amplifier. Given
this kind of system the Darius Sls soar.

We like them best positioned well out
into our test room. It pays to take a bit of
time getting the toe-in and the distance
between the channels just so. Get it right
and these standmounters produce a
lovely, well-focussed soundstage that
extends well beyond the physical
placement of the cabinets. The imaging
is wide, deep and beautifully layered
with impressive precision.

The Darius S1s are immensely likeable
speakers. They have a wonderfully fluid
delivery that blends attack, insight and
refinement well. Most high-end speakers
tend to be mostly about analysis; with
the better ones you'll be able to unravel
arecording and spot any errors in
production or the musicianship. That's

While they reveal plenty of detail,
it's the way they organise it that

impresses us. These speakers are
rhythmic and dynamic, yet have
finesse when the music demands

great as far as it goes, but we want more.
We want to feel the energy of Stevie
Wonder at his best on Higher Ground,
and get caught up in the hard-charging
momentum of the song. This is the area
many fall short on, delivering lots of
detail without communicating the
energy of the music properly. Not the
Darius, which get straight to the core of
the track with ease.

Attention to detail

Equally, play an intricate piece like Arvo
Part's Tabula Rasa and we want to get
caught up in the drama of the melody
and swept away by the ever-building
tension of piece. The Darius S1s manage
all this and more.

While they reveal plenty of detail, it's
the way they organise it that impresses
us most. These speakers are rhythmic
and dynamic, and yet have finesse when
the music demands too.

They're pretty small, standing just
38cm high, so truly deep bass isn't on the
menu. Roksan itself quotes 47Hz (-3dB)
as the low-end limit, so you'll certainly
find alternatives that will dig deeper.

TECH SPECS

Type Standmounter Sensitivity 89dB/W/m
Impedance 4 ohms Max power 200W
Birirable Yes Finishes black or white gloss
Dimensions (hwd) 38 x 20 x 38cm

work especially well in the S1s, but are fragile

But don't dismiss these speakers on
that account. Importantly, the Darius
produce enough low-end weight and
authority to ensure a lack of bass reach
never gets to be an issue in our test
room. We never feel like we're missing
out on the lowest octaves. The solidity at
low frequencies is pleasing, as is these
speakers' ability to render texture to
their bass delivery. The leading and
trailing edges of notes are defined neatly.

Seamless flow

This solid foundation is mated to a
quite lovely, flowing midrange. We're
impressed by the naturalness on vocals
and the utterly seamless way they track
sounds from the lowest notes upwards.
It's all topped off with a clear, crisp and
subtle treble performance that sparkles
with cymbals but has the required bite
when needed. Tonally, things are nicely
balanced and without emphasis on any
part of the frequency range.

While Roksan has always made
speakers, they have never grabbed the
limelight in the way the company's
amplifiers, CD players and even
turntables have. These new Darius Sls
are good enough to change that.

Rating (T TTT111

FOR Fluid, well balanced sound; convincing
midrange; solid, agile bass; strong dynamics;
fine rhythmic ability; impressive build
AGAINST Dedicated stands are pricey
VERDICT The Darius S1s are excellent

performers and one of the most enjoyable
standmounters we've heard in years
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MOVIES + MUSIC + GAMES

PLAY LIST

The movies, music and games to test your system

Guardians of the Galaxy
Blu-ray

Out 24th November

8.8, 8. 8¢

Bonus content

- Audio commentary

- Deleted scenes

- Gag reel

- Making-of featurettes

- Sneak peek of The Avengers: Age
of Ultron

Duration121m

Audio English: DTS-HD
Master Audio 7.1
Picture 2.40:1,1080p

[ picwre |1 || [}
fsound | ||| ||
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Space opera at its very best

Ten films in, and things look
uncertain for Marvel. Its last three
films were sequels, and now one
of its lesser-known properties gets
adapted. Is the studio out of ideas?
Not even close - Guardians of the
Galaxy is a delight.

Suffering from superhero
fatigue? Then this is the remedy.
In place of The Avengers is a band
of misfits: a dancing thief, a couple
of vengeful killers, a humanoid
tree and a gun-toting raccoon.

This is Marvel's most far-fetched
picture yet, but it's also the most
endearing. It wholeheartedly
embraces the silly side of comic
books and never takes itself too
seriously. This is the antithesis of
the dark, sulky nonsense that
weighed down Man of Steel.

That's not to say this is less epic
or heroic - it's just a departure in
style and tone. Bad Guys still get
vanquished, but capes and powers
give way to camaraderie.

An interstellar setting also
helps. It makes for a grander, more
flamboyant affair than just beating
up New York again.

The result: a space opera more
likeable, more magical, and
altogether more Star Wars than
anything in all of Episodes I-III.

The script is sharp. The banter is
snappy and subversive. Main
characters have room to develop
- proof that it doesn't take multiple
films to set up a good ensemble.

There's still plenty of action
Action occupies a secondary role,
but when the time comes, it's
thrusters on full. From prison
breaks to aerial dogfights, there’s
plenty of variety.

The sheer number of colours
employed makes for a seriously
attractive picture. The
cinematography is sensible
enough to make the most of this,
with no attention-deficit editing.

Music plays a far bigger role
here than other Marvel flicks.
There's a suitably caffeinated
score, punctuated with '70s hits
on a cassette tape.

It's an inspired playlist, crucial
in anchoring the proceedings to a
vibe of irreverence and camp.

If there is a flaw, it's with the
plot. With so much attention on
the Guardians themselves, there's
little time for much else.

It's basically a trek through
space for A Dangerous Thing. It's
also never really justified why the
main (and entirely forgettable)
villain wants to hit things and
conquer a bunch of planets.

Still, these are minor bumps. In
nearly every other way, thisis a
thoroughly satisfying journey.

Guardians of the Galaxy is a rare
beast indeed. Bold, adventurous
and plenty of fun, this is space
opera at its best. JJ Abrams should
be very concerned.
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S pot ify h igh I ights Join us on Spotify whf.cm/playlist2014

The Donnas: It's On The

Rocks The best band in the

world with a singer called
Brett Anderson is The Donnas. Hear
them at their rockingest.

Etienne de Crécy: Fast Track French
house music may no longer be

de rigueur, but Fast Track is a
good-natured dancefloor monster
nevertheless. Formidable.

Music

RUMER

INTO COLOUR
Out now

2.0, X0+

When the app to build your perfect
album finally arrives, it will have
limitless options. Go to ‘Instruments’
and select ‘electric piano’, ‘muted
wah-wah guitar’, ‘mellow string
sections’, ‘sensitively brushed drums’
and ‘eloquent singer/songwriter
piano'. In ‘Arrangements’ select ‘lush’,
‘langorous’ and ‘risquely mid-tempo'.
Go to town on ‘Singer’ by choosing
‘effortless’, 'smooth’, ‘'emotive’,
'honeyed' and ‘eerily like Karen
Carpenter’. Then check ‘personal‘ and
‘direct’ in the 'Lyrics’ column. You've
put everything in place to turn out a

Amii Stewart: Knock On Wood

A stone disco classic, obviously, but
more pertinently one of the most
out-and-out strange-sounding
recordings you'll ever hear.

Sir Frog & The Toads: Mustang
You're not short of throw-away surf-
pop instrumentals, but this is among
the more giddily exciting examples.
All the whammy-bar, all the time.

GAMES, MOVIES
& FORTHCOMING

RELEASES
p100

superior selection of adult-orientated
and accessible pop songs.

The problem with Into Colour is the
‘Songs' option has been ignored, and
it's apparently defaulted to ‘bland’
and ‘anonymous'. Everything that's
right about Into Colour - production,
musicianship and so on - is
undermined by a magnolia selection
of songs Dido might have rejected as
being a bit on the safe side.

Still, it's a system stretcher

As a collection of songs to give your
system a stretch, though, Into Colour
is the real deal. There's not a lot of
dynamic variation on show, but in
every other respect this is an album
to separate a really great set-up from
the rest. Every instrument is alive
with timbre and nuance, Rumer's
voice remains a humbling
experience, and the sound is
spacious. As a top-to-bottom
showcase of a system, then, you
could do a lot worse. As
entertainment, though, not so much.

Specifications

Duration 41m 39s

Standout track Baby Come Back To
Bed Absolutely saturated in essence
of Burt Bacharach and Hal David

R

Listen to it this way

The system

Pro-ject Essential 11 £210 % % % % %k

Pretty much an all-round perfect
budget record player

Marantz PM6005 £300 % % % % &

Better specified, better made and better
sounding than the price even hints at

Q Acoustics Concept 20 £200 * % % % *x

Talented enough to survive multiple
upgrades elsewhere in your system

Into Colour is a great
recording to show off
this fine system

Download, CD, vinyl

STEVIE RAY VAUGHAN

& DOUBLE TROUBLE
COMPLETE EPICRECORDINGS
Out now

1. 0. 0. 0 GA¢

One valid argument says Stevie Ray
Vaughan was a virtuoso guitarist with
nuance of tone and touch few can
come close to, a talent taken before
his time (at age 35) just as his career
was entering an intriguing second act.

A second argument, similarly easy
to defend, holds Stevie Ray Vaughan
to be a one-paced, generic (if
accomplished) blues player whose
best songs were covers, who had an
anonymous singing voice and who
gave work to the whitest backing
band ever to play.

Either way, the entire SRV&DT
cannon - four studio albums and a
plodding, shamelessly overdubbed
live double set - has been parlayed
into the 12 (count 'em!) discs that
comprise The Complete Epic
Recordings Collection. If, at the end of
this marathon, you feel the need to
hear any more clean, overdriven,
impeccably played and deeply felt
blues guitar in the next, oh let's say
decade, well, you have a blues affinity
almost as strong as Stevie's.

The guitar’s the star

And just the first few hours of the
recordings here will tell you all you
need to know about your system. The
guitar is front-and-centre, of course,
and there's no denying how much
SRV's playing demands of your
set-up's tonality, speed, detail
retrieval and dynamism. The rest is a
mid-'80s nightmare of enormous
drums, flabby bass and approximate
vocals, though, and barely exercises
your system at all.

Specifications

Duration 626m 17s

Standout track Voodoo Chile (Slight
Return) No fewer than four times,
each show-offier than the last.

B il

Listen to it this way

The system

Cyrus CDi £1050 % % % % %

A redefinition of what a CD player at
this sort of price can be capable

Rega Elicit-R £1600 % % % %k x
Assertive and surefooted, the Elicit-R
wears a velvet glove over its iron fist

PMC Twenty22 £1970 % % % k &
Unassuming until the moment you hear
them, these PMCs are alive with detail

A superb system that will

see you through10anda
half hours of Stevie Ray
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MOVIES + MUSIC + GAMES

Movieshorts

Transformers: Age of Extinction
New characters, same old problems.
This time it's Hong Kong that gets
blown to bits in the name of saving
mankind and selling merchandise.

20,000 Days on Earth
A truthful fiction, a dissembled
biography, a study of good suits and
bad beards... this is as wilful and
half-hidden as Nick Cave himself.

Godzilla

A long-awaited and thoroughly
redeeming return for the King of
Monsters, but this needs to be seen in
a good, stomping home cinema.

X-Men: Days of Future Past
X-Men old and new are bashed
together in a convoluted time-
travelling story that holds together
really, surprisingly well..

On-screen

Mad Men (Series 7)
Blu-ray

Out now

. 0.0.0.6

That wailing and rending of garments
you can hear is for the end of Mad
Men. This year sees the conclusion

of the series, and the first half of
season seven is now out on disc.

The second half is being broadcast
early next year.

We pick up the story at the start of
1969. One of the USA's truly pivotal
decades is fast approaching its end,
and in a matter of months an agog

nation will watch an American man
walk on the moon.

As was ever thus with Mad Men,
it's all about the women - the men
represent America,and all of its
complexities and stupidities, while
the women are The Women, trying
to navigate uncharted waters.

Like every series of Mad Men,
season seven is a visual and audio
treat. Production values, of course,
are sky-high, and every one of these
seven episodes is a vivid, high-
definition demonstration of what
TV can be given the cast, the writing
and the artistic resources.

e

Watch it this way

The system

Samsung UE48H6400

£700 % k% k%

The best pound-for-pound TV around

Sony BDP-S7200
£220 % %k k *
At this price it's beyond reproach

Sony STR-DN1050
£500 % &k k kx
Sony'’s bossing of this sector continues

Dali Zensor 15.1
£980 % X kx k%
A beautiful match for the Sony amp

Games

Middle Earth: Shadow of Mordor
PS3, PS4, Xbox One, Xbox 360, PC Out now
L. 8.8 8% ks

Combine the hand-to-hand combat of
the Arkham series with the stealthy
killing of Assassin’s Creed, wrap it all up
in the Lord of the Rings license and
you've got Shadow of Mordor. There's
some clever invention in the Nemesis
System, but it's a bit too po-faced and
bombards you with tutorials early on.

Shadow Warrior
PS4, Xbox One, PC Out now
0. 8.8 & 4

We didn't realise how much we were
craving an old-school first-person
shooter until this remake of Shadow
Warrior came along. Forget sneaking,
hiding behind cover and conserving
ammo - this is fast, frenetic and at times
very funny. It also looks surprisingly
lovely in this new next-gen skin.

Sunset Overdrive
Xbox One Out now
%k Kk

Sunset Overdrive is like Crackdown
overdosing on Red Bull - little surprise
considering the premise is that a fizzy
drink has turned most of the population
into mutants. To combat them you've
got the nuttiest arsenal since Dead
Rising 3 and the ability to grind, climb
and swing from almost any object.

The Evil Within
PS4, PS3, Xbox One, Xbox 360, PC Out now
2.0.6. 0 D¢

To some this will feel like (Resident
Evil's) Shinji Mikami's greatest hits.
To others it will feel like a step
backwards for the survival horror
genre, full of hokey dialogue and
cliched locations and enemies. Still,
it's got plenty of scares and it looks
lovely on next-gen consoles.
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4
ACOUSTICS
—

THE CONCEPT 40
LOUDSPEAKER

Q Acoustics ‘Concept 40', an elegant
floorstanding loudspeaker which sets new

standards of sonic performance at its price.
Award-winning pedigree

In common with the Concept 20, its
award-winning litlle brother, the new
Concept 40’s unparalleled soundstage and
sheer musicality is achieved by incorporating
outstanding drive units into a lacquered,
State-ofthe-Art, ‘Gelcore™ Construction’,

ultra-low resonance cabinet.

‘Gelcore™ Construction’, specially developed

for acoustic enclosures, is in effect a ‘cabinet

“Superldtive... brilliantly  ELLUETEIH “Surprising sonic agility within a cabinet’, separated by a resonance
WHATHIFL.COM ' :
balanced package... % % % % and composure... a absorbing compound. This enables the
excellent value” wonderfully inviting sound” drive units fo simply reproduce music,
Hi-Fi Choice Recommended, What HiFi? Sound and Vision, unencumbered by the level of cabinet induced
June 2014 May 2014 distortions found in conventional designs.
www.Qacoustics.com

*terms and conditions apply.
For a limited fime only, see website for details.



cockrail

Store all your CDs, Vinyl & Cassettes in one smart box

www.sygnifi.co.uk

*Wi-Fi dongle optional T: 01732 765157 E: info@sygnifi.co.uk



What we are waiting for...

Movies (Cinema) What We Do In
The Shadows (21st November)
Mock-documentary on vampires and
modern issues such as house-sharing
and socialising. It's really quite droll.

Movies (Blu-ray) Sin City 2 (15th
December) Eva Green continues to
smoulder in this second adaptation
of Frank Miller’s shallow but
fascinatingly stylised graphic novel.

Music (Download,CD, vinyl) Pixies
-Doolittle 25 (1st December) Bad:
Doolittle is 25 years old. Good: you
get to listen to Doolittle again, this
time with loads of out-takes too.

Music (Download, CD, vinyl)
Smashing Pumpkins - Monuments
To An Elegy (8th December) Will
contain strong songs. Will also be
overwhelmingly pleased with itself.

November in Hi-Def

The best on the box

With S.H.LLE.L.D!s reputation in tatters, it's
up to Phil Coulson to rebuild the agency

Elementary
Sky Living HD - Tuesdays, 9pm
When we last saw them, Holmes
and Watson had gone their
separate ways: Sherlock to work
for MI6, Joan becoming NYPD's
go-to private investigator. When
Sherlock returns, having been
fired by MI6, his relationship with
Joan is on even rockier ground:
he’s brought a new apprentice
with him. Joan is not amused.
Detective Lestrade won't let
Holmes back into the good graces
of the NYPD without Watson's
approval, and so begins Holmes's
ill-judged but well-intentioned
(and funny) attempts at
reconciliation. All the while solving
puzzling murders, of course.

Gotham

Channel 5 HD - Mondays, 9pm
A Batman show without Batman.
As far as premises go, we rather
like the idea of DC's Gotham.
Instead of following the Caped

Crusader’s crime-fighting exploits,

the show puts its spotlight on the
early days of Gotham City.

A young Bruce Wayne mourns
in his mansion, trying to make
sense of his parents’ murder with
the help of Sean Pertwee’s Alfred.
But it's Ben McKenzie's Jim Gordon
who's the main hero, as he battles
thugs and corrupt officials while
trying to do the right thing.

With its gothic background,
Gotham has always been arich,
twisted backdrop for its colourful
villains, and the show’s tone is
more hardboiled and pulp than a
shiny, superhero spectacular.

The Wayne murders kick-start a
chain of events, which includes a
power struggle between rival mob
bosses, the redevelopment of
Arkham Asylum, and a new take
on the origin stories for many of
Gotham's supervillains.

Robin Lord Taylor, as Oswald

“Penguin” Cobblepot, in particular,

steals the show.

Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.LE.L.D
Channel 4 HD - Fridays, 8pm
Marvel's TV show became the
slick, fast-paced action and
espionage vehicle it was meant to
be only in the closing episodes of
its debut series. All thanks to
Hydra emerging in all its evil glory.

With S.H.LLE.L.D.s reputation in
tatters, it's up to Director Phil
Coulson to rebuild the fallen
agency. With new recruits on
board - Mack, Lance Hunter and
Mockingbird are our favourites -
and others are still reeling from
Ward's betrayal and Fitz's near-
death experience, the team
dynamics are interesting.

The second series focuses on
retrieving powerful artefacts
stolen from S.H.LLE.L.D!s vaults,
alongside Skye's origins (she might
be an alien) and Coulson's
compulsion for drawing geometric
patterns (which might also be
alien). Keep your eyes peeled for
Avengers cameos, too.

Ripper Street

Amazon Prime Instant Video -
from 14th November

Thanks to fan outcry and Amazon,
Ripper Street survived permanent
cancellation and is now back for a
third series. Set in Victorian
London, the show plunges us
back into the grimy, foggy,
crime-filled streets of east
London's Whitechapel, with

new sensational murders to
entertain us.

We're reunited with Detectives
Reid, Drake and Jackson
(respectively: Matthew
Macfadyen, Jerome Flynn and
Adam Rothenberg) four years after
the events of series two, while
Sherlock’s Louise Brealey joins the
cast as one of the first female
doctors of the period.

The double-bill premiere will be
available on demand from 14th
November, with subsequent
episodes released weekly on
Friday nights.
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Leatherman Muliti-tool
When you subscribe to What Hi-Fi? Sound And Vision

Leatherman

Multi-tool

The Style CSis one unique
clip-on multi-tool. With spFing-
action scissors, a file, knife,
tweezers, bottle opener and
screwdriver, you'll never be
without the tools you
need most.

PRINTONLY
EDITION

* FREE Leatherman Multi-tool,
worth £30!

% SAVE 27% on the print cover price
(£4.99) - just £21.99 every six issues
by Direct Debit

% FREE delivery direct to your door
% NEVER miss anissue

% PLUS exclusive subscriber-only
offers and discounts

Order online at www.themagazineshop.com/twhif-dec

CALLO844 8488813




Save time and money with
What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision -
our expert advice will help you SOUND AND VISION
get the best kit for your cash, [Yes! Please send me my Leatherman and start my printonly
' subscriptionat £21.99 every sixissues by Direct Debit (M1214P)
plus you'll get the latest news and [Pleaseindude digitalaccessfor only £24.98 (£2.99 extra)
the hottest reviews from the every issues (M1214D)
World's best home PERSONAL DETAILS (BLOCK CAPITALSPLEASE- must be completed)

entertainment magazine! THe_Name -

WHAT HI-FI?

Address

PRI NT AN D Postcode_ Telephone
DIGITALEDITION

Email

Mobile number

*+DIGITAL FOR

LESS THAN INSTRUCTIONS TO YOURBANK OR (D
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six issues for print & digital access
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RETURNTO: What Hi-Fi? Soundand Vision, Freepost RBSU-TALE-BXJT, POB0OX 326, Sittingbourne, ME9 8FA; or
callthehotlineon 0844 848 8813; orfax 0844 848 8809

pr Terms and conditions: Thisofferisopen to UKresidentsonly. Overseasratesareavailableon +44(0) 1795
dlgltal dccess 592971. Please allow 35 days for delivery of your giftandfirstissue. Thegift will be sent under separate cover
fromthe magazine. Should werunout of gifts, youmay be offered analternative gift - thereisno cash
* Access whenever and wherever alternative. Direct Debit ratesare valid for oneyear afterwhich theyare subject tochange- should prices

changewewillinformyouin writing. Weask thatyouenterintoaDirect Debitagreement with theintentionthat

yoursubscriptionwill continueforaminimum period of 12months, evenif the frequency of paymentisfora
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The No.1source of clear, expert and independent advice

BUYER’S GUIDE

| NEW N

How do you want to hold off the treaming tunes to awireless T R

For full reviews, get a barcode scanner app

hubbub? The difference between peaker is a convenient, fun onyour smartphone. Scan these itle

squaresand they'll take you to the relevant

noise-cancelling and noise ay of listening to your music. sectionon whatificom
isolating headphones explained | We tell you what tolook out for

All the latest kit,
all the latest ratings...

Welcome to the UK's best guide to TVs, hi-fi, home

cinema and mobile, with star ratings for more than 1500

products. Where other magazinesrely onisolated
writers reviewing in a range of locations, our

starratings are decided by an expert team "Th:?el:rr::g:ls;g:;::: e vanied
. . . Wharfedale to make all along - some of the
of reviewers WOl’klng together, in a state-of- best budget speakers around” p133
the-art testing facility.
Within this guide you'll find all our
favourite four- and five-star products -
including Award-winners - to help you
pick the best kit for your budget. N

“The Naim Mu-so is a seriously attractive
product. Everything promised is delivered”

Kobina Monney, Buyer's Guide Editor p145
-
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Your essential system set-ups

BEST BUYS

Home Cinema Systems

BLU-RAY PLAYERS

SONYBDP-S4100
10,888 ¢
£95

Simply astonishing
performanceand
pictures forless
than £100. Smart
functionality too:
youcan‘tgowrong...

SONY BDP-57200
Yk Sk %k k
£250

Sony's new Blu-ray
offeringisareally
remarkable
achievement. It has
huge ability with
images and sound.

PANASONIC
DMP-BDT700
Yk Kk k ok
£500
AsuperbBlu-ray
player with
4K/60fps capability
and 4K Chroma
upscaling. Astar.

RECEIVERS SPEAKERS
YAMAHARX-V377 QACOUSTICS
* % KKK 2000i5.1PACK
£260 Yk %k k k
Thisisthe perfect £625
entry-level option Our2013 Award
for those upgrading winner produces
tofive-channel soundwith
soundonabudget. impressive scale for
It'sabrilliant buy. movies and music.

SONYSTR-DN1050
220,88 ¢
£500

Incredible value,
thishome-cinema
powerhouse has
prettymuchallthe
features and ability
youwant.

PIONEER

SL-LX58

3 % %k ok
£1400

Mature, powerful,
refined - thisamp
will make you feel as
if you'resittingina
large cinema hall.

DALIZENSOR15.1
Y %k Kk k
£980

This packageisas
entertainingasitis
insightful, delivering
allthedramaand
punch we could
hope for. Superb.

KEFR1005.1

Y % %k kk
£2850

Best Buy for 2013
and 2014, the R100
5.issimply superb
with demanding
film soundtracks -
greatinstereotoo.

DISPLAYS

T
SONY

KDL-40W605
2.0.0.0.8.9
£450

Ifyou're afteragreat
all-rounderin both
picture quality and
smart features, this
TVisit.Splendid.

T

SAMSUNG
UE48H64800
288,88
£700

Awholelot of
screen foryour
money -andthisisa
superb performeras
well. Abargain.

SONY

VPL-HW55ES

Y %k Kk
£2800

Superbin 2D, this
projectoralso excels
at3D.Edgesare
sharp, pictures have
depthand stability.

Complete your home cinema system

SET-TOPBOXES
Sky+HD2TB
£250

Humax HDR-1000S
(500GB) £220
Humax DTR-T1010
£230

PROJECTORS

BenQW1400
£1000

Epson
EH-TW7200£1900

Sony VPL-HW55ES
£2800

COMPACT SPKRS

Tannoy HTS101
£400

QAcoustics Q7000i
£900

B&WMT60D
£1950

SUBWOOFERS

B&WASW610
£400

B&W ASW610XP
£700

Velodyne SPL-1000
Ultra£1400

STYLESPEAKERS

Tannoy HTS-101
£350

QAcoustics Q7000i
£900

B&WMT-60D
£1950
SOUNDBARS
PhilipsHTL 5140
£270

QAcoustics Media4

£400

Yamaha YSP-2500
£800

SUPPORTS

Target CL430
£190

Atacama Evoque
Eco60-40£460

AtacamaMoseco 6
£200

REMOTE CONTROLS
One For All Zapper
£10

Logitech Harmony
One£125

Logitech Harmony
1000£280

Hi-Fi Systems
CDPLAYERS AMPLIFIERS

MARANTZ MARANTZ

CD6005 PM6005

% %k k ok 3k Kk k

£350 £300

Thisincredibly Areturntoform

musical player offers
detailinspades, not
tomentionagreat

way with dynamics.

CYRUS CDi

Y %k Kk
£1050
Aplayerthat puts
detail resolution,
agility and dynamic
expressionaboveall
else. Whichis why
weloveit.

ROKSAN CASPIAN
M2CDPLAYER

2. 0.8.8.8 ¢
£1800

Combines bite,
refinement and
rhythm better than
anythingelse we've
heard at this price.

Grow your hi-fi system

TURNTABLES

Pro-Ject Essential I
£200

RegaRP3/Elys2
£550

Clearaudio Concept
£1000

TABLETS

iPad Mini

£200 (16GB)

Google Nexus10
£390(32GB)

AppleiPad Air
£480(32GB)

by Marantzinthis
market, andafine
match forits

CD-playersibling.

REGAELEX-R
2.8.8.8.0.¢
£900

One of the most
talented sub-£1k

amplifiers we know.

Deliversafast, agile
sound with superb
dynamic shifts.

REGAELICIT-R
Y % %k K
£1600

The best-value
premium stereo
amp we know:
surefooted, with
superbtiming, it's
very revealing too.

RADIOS

Roberts Stream 93i

£150

Revo SuperConnect

£250

ArcamT32
£480

HEADPHONES

Sony MDR-EX650AP

£60

AKGY50

£80

Philips Fidelio
MIMKII£180

SPEAKERS

DALI

ZENSOR3

2. 0.8.8.8.¢
£300
Anentertainingand
easy listen-anairy,
spacious sound with
lots of detail, punch
and tonal balance.

B&W 68352

Y %k Kk
£1150

Thesense of scale
these floorstanders
produce is massive,
butthey dodelicacy
and subtlety too.
Superb speakers.

TO

SPENDORAG6R
2.0.0.0.0.¢
£2500

Attacking, detailed
and balanced,
these floorstanders
demonstrate
awinning way
with dynamics.

MICROSYSTEMS

Cambridge Minx Xi
£60

Denon D-M39DAB
£310

Naim UnitiQute 2
£1150

AUDIO CABLES
QED XT40
£10/m

Atlas Elements
Integra £45

SupraUSB2.0
£30

Budget System

Mid-range System

High-end System
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HIGHAUDIO

WHAT HI'F1?
AWARDS 2014

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

SLUESOUND

Multi-room systems
Best multi-room system £500+

HiFi for a wireless generation

Bluesound

“There's a new leader in the
wireless multi-room music
market - Bluesound combines
high-res audio and ease of use
in one impressive system.”

Spotify: ‘ @)

BLUESOUND IS A 24-BIT NATIVE, PURE DIGITAL WIRELESS STREAMING MUSIC SYSTEM.

Even 16-bit CDs have only about half of the audio spectrum that the master recording holds and that’s a whole lot more than MP3s have left in them.
With more than a decade of compressed audio piping through earbud headphones and cheap dock players, the time has come. The portable players
we all love have created a new way of listening to music, but there hasn't really been much there to hear. Until now. Enter true 24-bit HD digital audio.

Bluetooth’
apt By

£299
ORLESS

B&W e T7 « BLUETOOTH SPEAKER SYSTEM
Introducing the pick-up-and-play hi-fi speaker. Perfectly
sized for bedrooms, kitchens and gardens, T7 is B&W's most
portable, versatile wireless system yet.

PIONEER e N-50 ¢ MUSIC STREAMER
Award-winning audiophile Network player supporting AirPlay®
and DLNA wireless technologies, allowing you to stream
music wirelessly from your iTunes libraries or i0S devices.
When connected to your home network, you can also enjoy a
wide variety of online music services remotely.

£799 Spotify ‘ @ artEd| € Bluetooth
ORLESS
[A]

AirPlay

NAD e D 7050 « NETWORK AMPLIFIER / DAC
Combines NAD's most advanced digital platform, Direct
Digital technology with Apple AirPlay® Wi-Fi streaming to

create the ultimate plug 'n play solution for wireless music.

WHAT HI'F1?
|_awarDs 2014 |

oofd | 3 Bluetooth '-:-‘

AirPlay

NAIM ¢ MU-SO e WIRELESS MUSIC SYSTEM

Combines Naim’s expertise in streaming, amplification and

loudspeaker technology. Mu-so is the stage your music deserves,

bringing you closer to the songs that inspire your life.

WHAT HI-FI?
TR (ooo) ) Bluetooth m

Airplay

BLACKOR
MONITOR AUDIO WHITE
AIRSTREAM S200
WIRELESS SPEAKER

The award-winning Airstream S200
Wi-Fi speaker concentrates state-of-
the-art functionality, advanced digital
£199 processing and powerful amplification
within a smaller than the average

OR LESS
one-box system.

£799
OR LESS
BLACKOR .

SILVER SONY e HAP-S1
HI-RES AUDIO PLAYER SYSTEM
Take your music enjoyment to new heights with Sony's new
HAP-S1 500GB Hi-Res audio system with 2x40W analogue
amplifier; easy music file transfer and smartphone browsing.

£100 GIFT VOUCHER'

FOR HIGH RESOLUTION MUSIC
DO DS Uz

s MUSICIS BACK

'WHAT HI'FI?
gr——a £299
OR LESS

apt

€ Bluetooth’

RUARK AUDIO ¢ MR1 e BLUETOOTH SPEAKER SYSTEM
Standing just 17cm tall, the MR1 speakers feature 20W of Class
A-B amplification, a 75mm mid/bass unit and 20mm tweeter
in each enclosure. The handcrafted cabinets are finished in a
choice of rich walnut veneer, soft white or soft black lacquer.

OR LESS

£ Bluetooth’

ARCAM e miniBlink « BLUETOOTH DAC
Arcam miniBlink: Hi-Resolution Bluetooth Streaming DAC in
new micro-format. Incredible value and peerless sound quality
from Bluetooth. The full suite of Arcam Analogue and Digital Hi-Fi

technologies in one tiny new wave product.

WHAT HI-FI?|

NAIM e UNITIQUTE 2
ALL-IN-ONE STREAMING SYSTEM
All-in-one system featuring a 30W amplifier, FM/DAB/Internet
radio and wired and wireless connections to play network
digital audio. UnitiQute 2 can play USB-stored music files of
up to 32bit/192kHz resolution.

PLEASE NOTE: SOME BRANDS/PRODUCTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. SPECIAL/ADDED VALUE OFFERS ARE NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER (NICWAOQOO). ADVERT VALID UNTIL 17/12/2014. E&OE

SEVENOJ<KS

click
collect

NOW AVAILABLE

www.SSAV.com

S OUND & VISION




WHAT HI

£209
OR LESS
PRO-JECT © ESSENTIAL Il e TURNTABLE

Entry-level “plug'n’play” two speed turntable with single piece
aluminium tonearm and pre-fitted Ortofon OM5e cartridge.

£649
ORLESS

'WHAT HI-FI?

ARCAM ¢ FMJ A19 « AMPLIFIER
Arcam’s award-winning A19 integrated amplifier delivers
50W per channel and includes seven analogue inputs
along with a MM phono input.

£799
ORLESS

£1499

ORLESS

ARCAM ¢ FMJ CDS27 / FMJ A39 « CD / AMPLIFIER
Introducing Arcam's audiophile Class G integrated amplifier
and SACD/CD player with Network streaming up to 192/24

for class leading sound quality.

MARANTZ ¢ CD6005 / PM6005 » CD / AMPLIFIER
Replacing the 6004 models, the 6005 amp gains digital inputs
using the same 24-bit/192kHz DAC as the CD player which now
features enchanced USB playback and improved performance.

£599
ORLESS
£499
ORLESS

ROTEL ¢ RA-12/RCD-12 « AMPLIFIER / DAC/ CD
Amplifier with DAC that supports iPod USB and Bluetooth
audio streaming. Includes four analogue line-level inputs and
a phono input. The RCD-12 CD player is an ideal partner.

WHAT HI'-FI?
|_awarps 2014 |

WHAT HI'FI?
|_awarps 2014 |

£100 GIFT VOUCHER"
FOR HIGH RESOLUTION MUSIC
DOWNLOADS FROM QOBUZ 1\ g i

[A]
£699 ity
ORLESS =ecf) ) Bluetooth

e

SONY e MAP-S1 « MULTI AUDIO PLAYER SYSTEM
It's all right here - a powerful 2x50W amplifier; tuner and CD player
integrated in an elegant compact unit. Just add speakers and you
are ready for an incredible Hi-Resolution Audio experience.

click
collect

NOW AVAILABLE

NAD e C 556 e TURNTABLE
Time to enjoy vinyl collections with extraordinary quality!
With a minimalist design, the C 556 turntable offers accurate
reproduction by using performance-focused parts and

components that put music first.
£399
ORLESS

apt €) Bluetooth’

NAD e D 3020
AMPLIFIER / DAC
Features digital and analogue
inputs plus the convenience
of wireless streaming with its
Bluetooth capability.

NAD e C516BEE / C316BEE * CD / AMPLIFIER
Received an outstanding product award from Hi-Fi News
magazine who descrided the C 316BEE is an “absolute barn-
stormer of an amplifier”. The C 516BEE is the perfect partner.

ROKSAN e K3 ¢ CD / AMPLIFIER
New integrated amplifier with aptX Bluetooth, a phono input plus
five additional line inputs for other sources. The K3 CD player is the
perfect match for the K3 amplifer: Three finish options available.

£1899
OR LESS

'WHAT HI-FI?
£1899 | vinios z01a |
ORLESS

ROKSAN e CASPIAN M2 « CD / AMPLIFIER
The M2 amp boasts 85wpc and five line inputs while the
matching CD features a 24-bit DAC plus dedicated power

supplies for the outputs.

WHAT HI-FI?

DENON e D-M39DAB e CD / DAB SYSTEM
This micro component system gives you clean dramatic
sound, and more life to iPod and iPhone music libraries via
its digital USB input. Includes DAB/DAB+/FM tuner.

www.SSAV.com

PRO-JECT © 1 XPRESSION CARBON ¢ TURNTABLE
With its Carbon armtube and supplied Ortofon 2m Silver cartridge,
the 1 Xpression Carbon sets new standards in its price range.

£399
ORLESS

WHAT HI-FI?

ARCAM ¢ irDAC » DAC
Designed to be the heart of a digital system. Includes
asynchronous USB and a direct iPod input to optimise sound
quality. Allinputs can be controlled through an IR remote
that will also control iPods, iPhones, PC and Mac computers.

£599
ORLESS
AUDIOLAB ¢ M-DAC ¢ DAC / PREAMP

Award-winning DAC featuring a USB input with
asynchronous data processing along with two coaxial and
optical digital inputs. High-res 24-bit/192kHz music files can
be played via its coaxial input.

'WHAT HI'FI?
|_AWARDS 2014 ]

AUDIOQUEST ¢ DRAGONFLY v1.2

DAC / HEADPHONE AMP

An affordable and easy-to-use device that delivers
far superior sound by bypassing the poor quality
sound card that is built into your computer.
DragonFly is a sleek, flash drive sized
Digital-Audio Converter that connects to

a USB jack on a Mac or Windows PC, 'WHAT HI'FI?

turning any computer into a true %
high-fidelity music source.
£399
NAD e D 1050
DAC / HEADPHONE AMP

The best way to add Computer
Audio and HD Digital to your
hi-fi system. In fact, all digital
sources will get a boost when
the D 1050 takes over for the
inferior digital circuitry found

in everything from Blu-ray,

DVD and CD players, to music
streamers and set-top boxes.

£1499

OR LESS

NAD e M51  DAC
This award-winning DAC / pre-amp features optical, coaxial,
USB and HDMI inputs, all of which can handle files up to 24-
bit/192kHz. The M51 will truly transform any system.

[al
MARANTZ » M-CR610 ¢ CD / DAB / NETWORK SYSTEM
Enjoy great sounding music from diverse sources, including
Internet radio, music-streaming services, mobile devices, TV and
other digital audio sources.




BOWERS & WILKINS e 685 S2
At home on a stand, wall or book-
shelf, the versatile 685 S2 is ideal

for stereo and home theatre uses
in most rooms. And performance
is enhanced with the addition of a
Decoupled Double Dome tweeter:

£499 'WHAT HI'FI?
=

Price excludes stands

BOWERS & WILKINS

683 S2

The versatile 683 S2 is ideal for
stereo and home theatre use. Its
performance is enhanced with the
addition of a Decoupled Double
Dome tweeter along with new bass
driver construction techniques and
an FST Kevlar midrange driver.

% WHAT HI-FI?
| awakos 2014 |

KEF e LS50

An innovative concept derived
from the legendary LS3/5a.
Rarely the case in such a
compact design, the LS50
monitor delivers a rich, multi-
dimensional ‘soundstage
experience’ that is out of all
proportion to its size.

£799

OR LESS

WHAT HI'FI?
|_awarps 2014 |

SONOS
THE WIRELESS Hi-Fi SYSTEM

The Sonos Wireless HiFi System delivers
all the music on earth, in every room, with
deep, richly textured sound.

One year of music included.
Buy any Sonos player and claim 365 days

of Deezer Premium+ worth over £100

DEEZER

DENON e HEOS

WIRELESS MULTI-ROOM

MUSIC SYSTEM

HEQOS by Denon is a Wireless Multi-
Room Sound System comprising a
family of great-sounding music players
for your whole home. There is a free
app to control them from your i0S

or Android phone or tablet. You can
enjoy your favourite streaming music
services, internet radio or your own
music collection and set-up is a breeze.

Real Stores

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision have 26 stores nationwide with plans to open more during 2014.
Each carries the best in home cinema and Hi-Fi equipment on display, ready for you to
watch, listen to and compare in our dedicated demonstration rooms.

Real Products

Awide selection of products from the world’s leading manufacturers is in stock and
available for you to take home. We also offer a delivery and installation service as well as a
convenient on-line click and reserve option for many of our products.

Please Note: Some brands/products are not available at all stores. Special/added
value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAQO).

ADVERT VALID UNTIL 17/12/2014. E&OE

oS

s DENON

gl HE

PMC e TWENTY-22

An astonishingly natural balance
and high dynamic capability are
the hallmarks of this speaker. It
creates a precise sound stage
and profound bass performance
from its compact cabinet.

{1 910 WHAT HI'FI?
=

CLAM FRETF:(
PMC TWEN

GPEAKER STANDS
\WORTH £295

MONITOR AUDIO

SILVER 6

2.5 way speaker system
combining excellent dynamics
with a naturally rhythmic
sonic character and tight,
controlled bass. The Silver 6 is
an outstanding communicator
of music and film audio.

£999

OR LESS

PSB IMAGINE MINI
(WALNUT OR CHERRY)
Meet the newest and smallest
member of the ultra-stylish
Imagine Series. The deceptively
small Imagine Mini makes

a big impact on an already

EE impressive range of award-
G‘}Sp‘g‘\é\:‘;‘27 winning speakers.
SPEAKER STANDS
WORTH 199 % e

@ WHAT HI-FI?
|_AwARDs 2014 |

90 DAYS TO BE AMAZED
© 90 Days Risk Free Trial

© 20% Off For Your Second Heos Purchase
 Try Spotify Premium - 60 Day Free Trial

Spotify (S}napster stunein = = .DEEZER

Q ACOUSTICS e CONCEPT 20
Atruly remarkable award-
winning speaker which delivers
a level of sonic performance
previously only available to
audiophiles able to invest in
high-end models.

WHATHIFI?
£34,9-95 L awaros 2014 |
OR LESS

Price excludes stands

BOWERS & WILKINS
CM10S2

The flagship floorstanding
speaker of the CM Series sets a
new standard for performance.
[t combines technologies

taken from across B&W's
ranges. The result simply
sounds and looks beautiful.

£2999

ORLESS

Q ACOUSTICS

2020i

This award-winning
bookshelf speaker exudes
quality, delivering extended
bass, an open mid-range,
astonishing transient
response and exceptional

high frequency clarity.
£169°
STANDARD FINISHES. OR LESS
GLOSS FINISHES £219.95
B&W e P7 GRADO e SR325e
HEADPHONES HEADPHONES

£299
ORLESS

NAD e VISO HP50 SENNHEISER
HEADPHONES MOMENTUM HEADPHONES
ORLESS

Real People

Our staff are friendly, knowledgeable and passionate about music and film and the
equipment needed to get the most out of your collection. They will be delighted to assist you
in making the right selection to ensure you enjoy your system for years to come.

Real Value

Fantastic value for money is our aim. Although we remain independent, you will be
pleasantly surprised just how competitive we can be - with the added benefit of seeing,
hearing and touching the product before you buy, and someone to help if things go wrong.

SEVENOJd<KS

S OUND & VISION




£2199

OR LESS

BUY FOR £1749

450 WHEN Y/
SII:\I{E(%‘\OME THEATRE PRODUCT

TAILS
OFFER ENDS 31/12/2014 - ASK FOR DE

ARCAM ¢ FMJ AVR450 » AV RECEIVER
7.1-channel AV receiver combines 4K “Ultra HD" upscaling
and 3D video capability with Arcam’s legendary sound quality.
Also Available: ARCAM FMJ AVR380 & AVR750

WHAT HI-FI?
[_AwARDS 2014 |

£499
OR LESS
SONY e STR-DN1050 » AV RECEIVER

7.1-channel AV receiver with Bluetooth and NFC compatibility,
for instant wireless playback from any compatible device.
Also Available: DENON AVR-X2100W & AVR-X4100W

CANTON e DM 75 ¢ SOUNDBASE
The Canton DM 75 sets a new standard for TV sound.
Intended to be positioned under a TVs pedestal stand, the
DM 75 creates a convincing, room filling sound.

Q ACOUSTICS * MEDIA 4 « SOUNDBAR
The new Q Acoustics Media 4 is a high performance
Soundbar designed to deliver high fidelity reproduction
of music, and high quality audio from a TV or set top box,
tablets and smartphones.

[eetEq) € Bluetooth
—

WHAT HI-FI?
|_awaros 2014 |

£399
ORLESS

apt € Bluetooth™
L

'WHAT HI-FI?
|_AwarDs 2014 |

£899-%

OR LESS

Q ACOUSTICS  Q7000i * SPEAKER PACKAGE
Stylish 5.1 package that delivers dynamic sound for movies, but

with the ability to play music. Classic black or white matt finishes.

WHAT HI-FI?
e £2849

OR LESS

KEF ¢ R100 5.1 « SPEAKER PACKAGE
Comprises four R100 speakers, an R200C centre speaker and
R400B active subwoofer. Great for both home cinema and music.

click
collect

NOW AVAILABLE

DOLBY
ATMOS

£999
ORLESS
ONKYO » TX-NR838 ¢ AV RECEIVER

New 7.2-channel Network receiver supporting Dolby Atmos®
upgradability, multidimensional sound plus Ultra HD streaming.
Also Available: ONKYO TX-NRé36 & TX-NR3030

WHAT HI-FI?
'AWARDS 2014

YAMAHA e RX-V377 AV RECEIVER

The new Yamaha RX-V377 offers 4K Ultra HD pass-through
and is sure to provide great sounding home cinema.
Also Available: YAMAHA RX-V677

DENON e DHT-T110 « SOUNDBASE
The Denon DHT-T110 is an under TV Soundbase that
dramatically improves your TV watching experience. Simply
connect the all-in-one system to your television and enjoy
powerful, dynamic audio from your favourite TV shows,
movies, games and music.

£199

ORLESS

'WHAT HI-FI?
|_aAwarps 2014 |

£599
OR LESS

SONOS « PLAYBAR

SOUNDBAR & WIRELESS SPEAKER

This plug-and-play unit incorporates 9 integrated amplified
speakers. Simply connect it to your TV with the supplied optical
cable to deliver an epic home cinema sound in your own living
room. PLAYBAR can also expand your existing Sonos system.

WHAT HI'FI?
|_AwaRDs 2014 |

£1499

OR LESS

MONITOR AUDIO ¢ RADIUS R90HT1 e SPEAKER PACKAGE
Award-winning speaker package comprising four Radius 90
satellites, Radius 200 centre speaker and Radius 390 subwoofer.

WHAT HI-FI?
e £1939

ORLESS

B&W e MT-60D ¢ SPEAKER PACKAGE
Speaker package combining M-1 speakers with the stunning power
and control of a PV1D subwoofer. Available in a matt black or white.

www.SSAV.com

DOLBY
ATMOS

£1399

ORLESS

PIONEER e SC-LX58 ¢ AV RECEIVER
New 9.2-channel Network receiver with with Class D Amplification,
Wi-Fi, AirPlay, DLNA, Bluetooth and Dolby Atmos® upgradability.
Also Available: PIONEER VSX-924 & SC-L.X88

DoLsY
ATMOS

£1999

OR LESS

YAMAHA ¢ RX-A3040 ¢ AV RECEIVER
New AV receiver with built-in Wi-Fi, 11.2 channel expandability,
highest grade construction and Dolby Atmos® upgradability.
Also Available: YAMAHA RX-A1040 & RX-A2040

=ooEd | €3 Bluetooth’

£499

OR LESS

YAMAHA ¢ SRT-1000 « SOUNDBASE
Enjoy richly realistic and powerful sound just by placing it
under your TV! Surround sound system featuring Digital Sound
Projector technology. Supports Bluetooth® and a dedicated
app for smartphone control.

YAMAHA e YSP-2500

DIGITAL SOUND PROJECTOR

Reproduces overwhelmingly real presence and
impact-filled bass sound. Two-unit YSP with
ultra-refined design and high-grade aluminium
chassis. Bluetooth® equipped, capable of
wireless music play and App control.

£799 szl
-

sooBEd| ) Bluetooth™
REL e S2

SUBWOOFER

Fast, tuneful, fun
and exceptionally
dynamic, the

REL S2 permits
those with

limited space or
compact speakers
to enjoy the
benefits of Serie S
performance.

£999
ORLESS

'WHAT HI-FI?

£2799

ORLESS

SONY e VPL-HWS55ES e SXRD PROJECTOR
A fantastic option for movie lovers who want an incredible
cinematic experience at home, far beyond the reach of TV.




JHD or FHD Smart TVs

ADDITIO S|
s & conditions apply

UHD VIDEO PACK
WITH SELECTED
SAMSUNG
UHD TVS

SONY 4

X8 SERIES ¢ 4K UHD TV

The new Sony X8 series 4K UHD LED TV boasts four times
more detail than Full HD, 4K gives stunningly natural images,
not pixels. Dramatically higher image quality means that you
can sit closer to the screen, filling more of your field of view
until the screen disappears and you are enjoying an at-the-
movies experience.

£SSAV
COM

FREE 5 YEAR
WARRANTY

WHAT HI-FI?
|_AwaRDs 2014 |

SONY e W7 SERIES e FULL HD TV

FREE 5 YEAR WARRANTY
£1199
OR LESS

ARCAM ¢ FMJ UDP411 © 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER
With more than ten years of digital video experience, not to
mention global recognition of its efforts, Arcam is proud to
announce the arrival of its newest disc player, the UDP411.

Also Available: MARANTZ UD7007

Stores Nationwide
We have a national network of
stores and a hard-won reputation
for outstanding customer service.

Website

Visit our website for a stream-
lined on-line experience with an
outstanding product selection
plus the latest product news
and store infomation.

Best Independent Retailer (Large)
Consumer Electronics

SAMSUNG

HU8500 SERIES  CURVED 4K UHD TV

Introducing a breakthrough in TV viewing that

will change the way you watch TV forever — the
Samsung HU8500 Curved UHD. Wider viewing
angles, pure and accurate colour reproduction and
a sense of depth never experienced before are only
possible on a curved Samsung screen, specifically
shaped for UHD viewing at its very best.

m FREE 5 YEAR
WARRANTY

FREE
SONY
SOUNDBAR
OFFER

orter Eads 071272014

Also Available
SONY X9 SERIES ¢ 4K UHD TV

PANASONIC e AX802 SERIES e 4K UHD TV

FREE 5 YEAR WARRANTY

WHAT HI-FI?
|_Awarbs 2014 |

PANASONIC e DMP-BDT700 * 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER
New top of the range model boasting up to 4K 60p output,
HDMI 2.0 support, 7.1-channel analogue audio output,
along with ground-breaking 4K Direct Chroma up-scaling.

Also Available: PANASONIC DMP-BDT260 & DMP-BDT460

Bishop’s Stortford® 01279 506576
Bristol® 0117 974 3727

Brighton 01273 733338
Bromley 020 8290 1988
Cambridge® 01223 304770
Chelsea® 020 7352 9466
Cheltenham® 01242 241171
Chorleywood® 0845 5046364
Epsom® 01372 720720

Exeter® 01392 218895

Guildford 01483 536666
Holborn® 020 7837 7540
Kingston® 020 8547 0717
Leeds (Wetherby) 01937 586886
Loughton® 020 8532 0770
Maidstone 01622 686366
Norwich® 01603 767605

Oxford 01865 241773

Reading® 0118 959 7768
Sevenoaks 01732 459555

CLAIM

5 FREE 4K
MOVIES

ASK IN-STORE FOR DETAILS

SONY

S90 SERIES ¢ CURVED 4K UHD TV

The new S90 is Sony’s first ever range of curved TVs. Available
in two screen sizes: 65in and 75in, the S90 series boasts 4K
Ultra HD resolution. Features and specifications include Sony’s
4K X-Reality PRO picture engine, Triluminos colour technology,
Motionflow XR800Hz, edge-lit LED backlighting, active 3D and
a detachable Skype camera.

SONY SWF-BR100
WIRELESS SUB

Sound is provided by Sony’s new 4.2-channel multi-angle live
speaker system which allows for “expansive, uncompromised
360-degree surround sound”. Other features include Sony's
Social Viewing for watching with friends over Skype, Live
Football Mode, One-touch mirroring and Photo share.

FREE 5 YEAR
WARRANTY Ful

£SSAV
COM

HD or FHD Smart Tvs

s & conditions apply

WHAT HI-F12

UHD VIDEO PACK
WITH SELECTED
SAMSUNG
UHD TVS

WHAT HI-F1?

SAMSUNG e HU7500 SERIES e 4K UHD TV

A E

FREE 5 YEAR WARRANTY

WHAT HI-FI?
|_AwarDs 2014 ]

SONY e BDP-57200 » 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER
The new Sony BDP-57200 3D Blu-ray Player with 4K
upscaling and powerful smart features - it will be be the
centre piece of your home entertainment system.

Also Available: SONY BDP-S5200 & BDP-S6200

Sheffield® 0114 255 5861
Southampton® 023 8033 7770
Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543
Weybridge 01932 840859
Witham (Essex) 01376 501733
Yeovil® 01935 700078

* THESE STORES ARE FRANCHISED AND OPERATE UNDER
A LICENCE AGREEMENT TO SEVENOAKS SOUND &VISION

Please Note: Some brands/products are not available at all stores. Special/added
value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAQO).

ADVERT VALID UNTIL 17/12/2014. E&OE

SEVENOJd<KS

S OUND & VISION




LCD, LED & PLASMA TVS

Y
E LCD,LED &plasmaTVs
(] LCD Once only in smaller screens; now the most common type of panel
E LED This refers to the kind of backlighting used on an LCD panel
7)) Plasma The rival to LCD, now usually only seen on larger screens
8
(e} Theshortlist
.
[a]
w
n
O
- |
Sony KDL-32W706B Samsung UE48H6400 Samsung UE55HU7500
Awards 2014: Best 32in TV Awards 2014: Best 47-52in TV Awards 2014: Best 52-60in TV
“It may not be quite the mostaccomplished | “It’sasubtler, more controlled and balanced | “Itlooks great across all resolutions and it has
picture out there, but a tempting price putsit | picture,and we thinkthatthe TV giant has got | plenty of good features. Ifyou’re looking to get
right at the top of our wishlist.” its approach just right thisyear.” a 4KTVright now, look no further.”
; . .
£ g I i ‘é\ § - é ,E.
Product £ Tested Verdict .§ & E E 3 g g2 E £ E
Upto £500
Alba AMKDVD22W 130 11.13/GT [CITT0T | Acapable setbutthere are better options for broadcast TV LED 22 1920x1080 . 1 38x52x17
Celcus LCD40S913FHD 250 02.13/ST [T TTTT1 Bigscreenonabudget:arealsupermarket special LED 40 1920x1080 - 3 97x22x66
Finlux 32H8075T 200 11.14/ST [TTT 111 Decentpictureand smartfeatures — crackingvalue for the price LED 32 1366x768 - 3 43x73%6
Finlux 40F8073-T 330 03.14/GT [TITTT1 ATVwitha sharp, exciting picture ata terrific price LED 40 1920x1080 e . 3 55x93x4
Kogan LULED24DVDYA 134 02.13/ST [CIIT0T | Thisversatile little set is fine value for money LED 24 1920x1080 . 2 38x58%5
Kogan KULED22XXXYA 110 11.13/GT [CITTT0 1 1 Cheapandchearfulandall the better forit 1D 22 1920x1080 . 2 39x54x17
Linsar 22LED906T 230 12.12/GT [T TTT1 Agreat22insetwithaDVD playerand Freeview HD LED 22 1920x1080 - 2 38x53x4
LG 32LS5600 299 02.13/ST [TTT 11 ! ThisbhudgetTVgetsthe basics right LED 32 1920x1080 - 3 46x75x36
LG 50PA650T 499 01.13/GT [T 1 ! Goodpictureand price, but we’d like more detail Plasma 50 1920x1080 - 3 70x117x5
LG 32LN575V 400 09.13/ST [TIII 1 | AdecentlookingTVwith credible smartand streaming features LED 32 1920x1080 e . 3 45x74x8
PanasonicTX-42AS500B 450 10.14/ST LTI 111 AuserfriendlyTVthat'sallittle lackingin black levels butisworthalook  tep 42 1920x1080 e - 2 57x96x7
PanasonicTX-32AS500B 300 11.14/ST [T | Amulti-talented set but its picture could do with some more subtlety LED 32 1366x768 e . 2 47T
PanasonicTX-L32E6B 380 01.14/GT [ITTTTT1 Quitesimplyoneofthe best 32inTVs we've tested LED 32 1920x1080 e . 3 43725
PanasonicTX-P50X50B 453 01.13/GT [TTTTT1 Hardtobeaton performance perpound Plasma 50  1024x768 . 2 72x118x8
PanasonicTX-P50X60B 430 03.14/GT LCITTT 111 Compromised,butthisPlasmaisanadmirable effort nonetheless Plasma 50 1024x768 - 2 72x118:8
Philips 22PFL3517T/12 270 12.12/GT [ITTTTT1 Anaccomplished setwith Freeview HD and YouTube LED 22 1920x1080 e - 3 3251x5
Philips 32PFL4258T 480 09.13/ST [ITTTTT1 AtalentedTVwith excellent picture quality LED 32 1920x1080 e . 3 45x74x2
Philips 32PHT4509/12 280 11.14/ST [TII0 1 | Insightful, refined and available at a good price. Worth a look LED 32 1366x768 . 2 4726
Polaroid 3-32-LED-14 200 11.14/ST [T I0 11 Anothertempting package from Polaroid LED 32 1366x768 e - 3 44x74x10
Polaroid 5-42-LED-14 370 10.14/ST [T 1 Asurprising performer that stands up to more established brands LED 42 1920x1080 e e o 3 56x96x6
Samsung UE32H6400 460 11.14/ST [TTTTT1 Nearflawless. Pricey, but comes with a bundle of features LED 32 19201080 e e - 4 43736
Samsung UE40F6400 480 03.14/GT [TTTTT1 Astunning, feature-ladenTVfrom Samsung. Recommended LED 40 19201080 e e - 4 56x93x5
Sony KDL-26EX553 400 10.12/FT [TIII 1 | Capableenoughforakitchen or child’s bedroom LED 26 1366x768 o - 2 41x64x6
Sony KDL-32W653A 430 09.13/ST 0T T dts picture lacks subtlety but this Sonyis still a worthwhile option LED 32 1920x1080 e . 2 47T
Sony KDL-32W706B 350 11.14/ST [T TTT1 Best32inTV,Awards 2014 LED 32 1920x1080 e - & 13736
Sony KDL-40W605B 450 10.14/ST [TTTTT1 Bestgo-46inTV,Awards 2014 LED 40 1920x1080 e . 4 5569309
Technika 22-212i 168 02.13/ST [ITII 11 Greatvalue,with plentyoffeatures LED 22 1366x768 o - 2 37x54x1
Toshiba 3206353 450 09.13/FT [TTT 11 AdecentTVforthe moneybutresponse times can be sluggish LED 32 1920x1080 e - 4 LAXT6XT
Toshiba 40L6353 400 03.14/GT [TIT 11 ! Clunkyinterface aside, this is a decent TV with a great HD picture LED 40 1920x1080 e - 4 54x92027
Toshiba 40L6453DB 430 10.14/GT [TIII1 ! Rivalsareslicker, but this Toshiba has an attractive picture LED 42 1920x1080 e - 4 57x96x9
£500-£2000
Finlux 42FME242S-T 500 10.14/ST [TTT 11 ! Sharppicture, decentdetail and smartfeatures. Finluxisbackonform 1o 42 1920x1080 e . 2 56x96x6
Finlux4759100-T 800 06.13/GT [CITTT1 1 | Goodpicture, decent 3D and a low price. Worth a look LED 47 1920x1080 e o o 4 67x112x4
LG 42LB700V 550 10.14/ST [ITII 11 Afineset,withWebOS beingthe main attraction here LED 42 1920x1080 e o o 3 56x95%6
LG 47LB730V 1000 08.14/ST [TTT 11! Solidsound, premium build and agood picture. Afine effort from LG LED 47 1920x1080 e e o o 3 6210655
PanasonicTX-L32ET5B 530 11.12/GT [CITITT T Pricedrop pushes this firmly into five-star territory LED 32 1920x1080 e . 4 47X76X5
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= £ e85, $t
Product £ Tested Verdict = B & a2 &&= =
PanasonicTX-L42ET50B 900 10.12/ST [T 01 ! Goodeffort, greatimages, beaten by direct rivals LED 42 1920x1080 o o 4 60x99x4
PanasonicTX-L42FT60B 1100 08.13/ST [TII0 1 LikeableTVwithafine picture and great features LED 42 1920x1080 e o o 3 56x96x4
PanasonicTX-P42GT50B 1200 10.12/GT [T I I I 11 Thissensationalall-rounder remains afavourite Plasma 42 1920x1080 e e o o 4 60x99%5
PanasonicTX-L47AS650B 800 08.14/ST [ITITI01 | Atalented set, butotherTVs have the edge in terms of value LED 47 1920x1080 e e o e 3 631075
PanasonicTX-L47ET50B 1300 08.12/ST CITTT0 1 | Thissetgets plenty more right than it gets wrong LED 47 1920x1080 e o o 4 66x110x4
PanasonicTX-L47DT65B 1600 06.13/GT [T T T Userfriendlysetwith clean, detailed images. Astunner LED 47 1920x1080 e e o o 3 63074
PanasonicTX-L50ET60B 1300 05.13/FT [LTTT 11 ! Solidtellybutcould perform better LD 50 1920x1080 e e o o 3 66x112
PanasonicTX-L50E6B 850 10.13/GT [T | Fine picture quality but there are TVs that give more for less LD 50 1920x1080 e . 3 71x112627
Philips 42PFL6008 1000 08.13/ST LTI 1 1 Impressive picture with comfortable 3D - a strong contender LED 42 1920x1080 e o o 4 56x95x3
Philips 46PFL8007 1700 12.12/FT LTI 11 1 AstrongstartforPhilips’newrange LED 46 1920x1080 e o o 5 67x104x21
Philips 47PFL6008 1200 06.13/GT [CTTT 11 | Afewnigglesbutforgivable thanks toits brilliant picture quality LED 47 1920x1080 e e o o 3 631063
Philips 55PFL6007T 1500 01.13/FT [TITTTT1 Thisshould beonanyone’s big-screen shortlist LED 55 1920x1080 e o o 4 74x1243
Philips 55PFS6609 1200 07.14/GT [CITTT0 1 | Dazzlingwith HD content, butrivals offer better overall performance LED 55 1920x1080 e e . 4 72x123x4
Philips 48PFS57093 750 08.14/ST [TII 117 Excelsinmanyareasbutits SD performance isan area of concern LED 48 1920x1080 e - 4 62x108x6
Samsung PS51E550 850 09.12/GT [TITTT1 Apedigree 50in plasmaatasteal of a price Plasma 51 1920x1080 e o o 3 72x120%
Samsung PS51E8000 1700 06.12/FT [T 11 | Abig-screenplasmathatshould be tried out Plasma 51 1920x1080 e - 3 71x11965
Samsung PS51F5500 680 01.14/GT [TITTT1 Bestbudget47-52inTV,Awards 2013 Plasma 51 1920x1080 o e - 3 71x112¢27
Samsung PS51F8500 1900 07.13/FT [T ITITIT1 Atop-classplasmascreen Plasma 51 1920x1080 o e - 3 74x119%6
Samsung UE40ES6800 950 07.12/FT LITTT 11 Goodspecandlooks, butthe backlightisn’t great LED 40 1920x1080 o e - 3 6792033
Samsung UE32F6400 500 09.13/ST [TTTTT1 Somenigglesbutadesirable setwith excellent catch-up TV features LED 32 1920x1080 e e - 4 LbXTaXS
Samsung UE40F6500 900 08.13/ST LTI 1 | Notaclassleaderbutoffersa lot foryour money LED 40 1920x1080 e o . 3 91x60x27
Samsung UE4OF7000 1200 08.13/ST [T TTIT1 AlovelyTVwitha great picture and a wealth of smart features LED 40 1920x1080 e e o e 4 90x58x24
Samsung UE46F7000 1600 06.13/GT [CITITT T Greatpicture coupled with smart features make it one to watch LED 46 1920x1080 e o o e 4 5x1043
Samsung UE40H6400 550 10.14/GT [TTTTT1 AnengrossingTVwith plenty of smarts and a cracking picture LED 42 1920x1080 e e - 4 549205
Samsung UE48H6400 700 08.14/ST [TTTTT1 Bests7-52inTV, Awards 2014. Product of the Year LED 48 1920x1080 e e - 4 63x109x5
Samsung UE48HU7500 1600 10.14/FT [TITTTT1 Someminorflawsaside, thisisagreat smaller-sized 4K set LED 48 3840x2160 o e e e 4 62107x36

Bowers & Wilkins

68552 | £499

Combining audio performance, power
and price, the 685 S2 blends technology
from high-end Bowers & Wilkins
speakers with engineering solutions
unique to the range, to bring the best in
audio to everyone.

WHAT HI-FI?
AWARDS 2014

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

Stereo speakers
Best standmounter £400-£800
Bowers & Wilkins 68552

“A superb pair of speakers that are
hugely thrilling. These are the speakers
we’d put on to get our friends into hi-fi.”

WHAT HI-FI? ‘PRODUCT OF THE YEAR’ AWARDS 2014

SOME BRANDS AT NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES.  ADVERT VALID UNTIL 17/12/2014. EXOE

collect | \www.SSAV.com
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TELEVISIONS continued

p = £ 285, %t
Product £ Tested Verdict =7 & a2 & & BE
(B £500-£2000
E Sony KDL-40HX853 1000 10.12/ST [T I 11 Best40-42inTV,Awards 2012. LED 40 19201080 e o o L 57x94x4
(7)) Sony KDL-46HX753 1150 08.12/ST [T T] Amust-seeTV: superb performerforthe price LED 46 1920x1080 e o 4 65x108x5
m Sony KDL-42W705B 530 08.14/FT [T | Apromisingstartfor Sony’s Full HD range. A consistent performer LED 42 1920x1080 . 4 56x96x6
_n Sony KDL-42W805A 1000 08.13/ST LTI 1 Agreat-lookingTVwith many strengths LED 42 1920x1080 o o 4 58x97%6
Sony KDL-46W905 1550 09.13/FT [T 1 | AverycapableTVwith stunning detail but the picture lacks vibrancy LD 46 1920x1080 e e - 4 65x105x30
w Sony KDL-48W605B 700 08.14/ST LTI 1 | Acompetitive performerwith good picture quality D 48 1920x1080 . 4 68x108x9
n Sony KDL-50W829B 900 07.14/GT LTI 1 | LosesastarbutthisTVis stillworth an audition LED 50 1920x1080 o o . 4 66x112x6
H Sony KDL-55W955B 1600 05.14/FT [TTTT1 | AgoodTVbutwe expect more from a flagship set LED 55 1920x1080 e o o 4 79x124x9
d‘ £2000 and above
Bang & Olufsen BeoVision11 5250 01.14/GT [TITTTT] Atrulyluxurious TVthat delivers a great performance too D 40 1920x1080 o o 6 89X96X6
3 LG 55LA860W 2300 07.13/GT CITTTT 1! Closebutnocigar.Agood TV but the competition is strong LED 55 1920x1080 o o 4 721234
—_— LG 55EA980W 8000 01.14/FT LTI 1 | Agreatfirst OLED effort from LG OLED 55 1920x1080 o o 4 80x123x19
7)) LG 55UB950V 2300 09.14/GT LTI 11 I Notwithoutits flaws, butthisTVis good to look at, great to use LED 55 3840x2160 e o o 4 123x78x24
b LG 65LA970W 5500 12.13/GT [ITTT11 | Fantastictolookat, butlacksthe detail of depth of rivals LED 65 3840x2160 e e o e 3 84x143x41
d’ LG 84LM960V 22500 02.13/FT LTI 011 | Stunningwith Ultra High Def, but ordinary elsewhere LED 84 3840x2160 . 4 102x190x4
> PanasonicTX-L47WT50B 2000 08.12/ST LI 1 | Stylish, with real areas of expertise LED 47 1920x1080 e e o o 4 631073
2 PanasonicTX-L55WT65B 2470 07.13/GT LI 1 | Agood performer but there are more capable sets LED 55 1920x1080 e o o 3 720233
Q. PanasonicTX-P60ZT65B 3850 08.13/GT LTI | Anaccomplished set, but not the best TV pound-for-pound Plasma 60 1920x1080 o @ e o 3 835
> PanasonicTX-P65WT600 5500 12.13/GT [TTTTT1 Acapablesetthathandles 4Kfootage verywell LED 65 3840x2160 o o . 4 86x147x6
m Philips 46PFL9706 2300 05.12/GT LTI 1 1 Agreatflatscreen from Philips LED 46 1920x1080 e o 4 66x108x4
? Philips 50PFL7956T 2000 09.12/GT LI 1 | Thebest21:9setwe’ve seen: brilliant for films LED 50 2560x1080 e o o 4 58x124x3
: Philips 55PFL8008 2500 07.13/GT [T T AgreatTVfrom Philips LED 55 1920x1080 o o o e 4 72612433
E Philips 65PFL9708 4500 12.13/GT [T | Smartfeaturesaren’tasgood we’d like but this is still a strong 4K set LED 65 38402160 o o . 5 8Ax146x4
Samsung KE5559C 7000 01.14/GT LTI 1 1 Anexcellentfirststep for large screen OLED TVs OLED 55 1920x1080 e e o e 4 7814214
Samsung UE55F8000 2500 07.13/GT LTI 1 1 Cantkeepupwiththeverybest. Stillasmart, user-friendly set LED 55 1920x1080 e e o e 4 71X122x4
Samsung UE55HU7500 2300 09.14/GT [TITTTT1 Bests2-60inTV,Awards 2014 LED 55 3840x2160 o e o o 4 7512327
Samsung UE65F9000 5000 01.14/GT LTI 1 | Atalented setwith few weakenesses to speak of LED 65 3840x2160 o o o o 4 84xlhéxh
Samsung UE65H8000 3300 07.14/FT [CITIT0 1 | Afineset,buthigh price and lack of 4K knock it down a star LED 65 19201080 o o o 4 89X145G31
Samsung UE65HU7500 3500 08.14/FT [T ITTT 11 Besté6oin+TV,Awards 2014 LED 65 3840x2160 e o o 4 88x145x30
Sony KD-55X8505B 2100 09.14/GT [T 1 | Anattractive TVwith a good set of features LED 55 3840x2160 e e - 4 79x123x29
Sony KDL-55W905A 2400 07.13/GT LTI 11 | Agreat-lookingTVbutafewissues knock it down a star LED 55 1920x1080 o o . 4 72x124%6
Sony KD-65X9005A 5000 01.14/FT [TIT11 ! Goodlooksand greatsound but needs 4K material to shine LED 65 3840x2160 o o o 4 90x168x10
Sony KD-65X9005B 3600 07.14/FT LTI 11 1 ThisSonysethasissueswith upscaled contentbutitlooks greatwith 4K L0 65 3840x2160 o o - 4 88x172x10
Blu-rayplayers
Smart ability Extends the viewing choice beyond discs with apps like BBC iPlayer
Multichannel out Analogue outputs that feed high quality sound to a non-HDMI receiver
Twin HDMl outputs  These are used ifyou have two displays, say a projector and a TV
Theshortlist
Sony BDP-S5200 Sony BDP-S7200 Panasonic DMP-BDT700
Awards 2014: Best Blu-ray player up to £150 Awards 2014: Best Blu-ray player £150-£300 Awards 2014: Best Blu-ray player £300+
_s5E oz
325 & G©E
Product £ Tested Verdict To8 £ 5&
Upto £500
LG BP740 200 08.14/GT CITTT 11 1 Muchimproved, butneeds to betterits sound and video performance to match the best 11 0 No 4xé321
Panasonic DMP-BDT230 160 07.13/GT [TTTTT1 Greatpictureandfinesound 11 0 No 4x43x18
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Panasonic DMP-BDT260 120 07.14/FT [T ITTIT1 Animpressive new entrywith great picture quality 1.0 0 No 4x31x18 B

Panasonic DMP-BDT330 200 09.13/GT [T TTIT1 Lacksinthe smartapp areabut performance elsewhere is terrific 2 1 0 No 4x43x18 <

Panasonic DMP-BDT460 190 08.14/GT [TITTT] Talentedwith sound as it is with picture, thisis a Blu-ray player to be reckoned with 2 1 0 No 4x42x18 U

Panasonic DMP-BWT740 455 11.14/FT [T T1 Mightilyimpressive, this Blu-ray spinneris a multimedia beast 2 1 1 No 6x43x24 P

Philips BDP3380 80 01.14/GT LTI 1 Averygood performerthatlacks some smart features 10 1 No 4x41x2l ﬂ)

Pioneer BDP-160 120 01.14/GT [T I T Thisentry-levelunitis pretty spartan, butit delivers an impressive performance 2 0 1 No 6x44x25 <

Pioneer BDP-450 225 01.12/FT [T TT Thisbudgetdeckis areal rival for the top performers 10 1 No 9x44x25 2

Samsung-BD-F6500 130 07.13/GT [ITTTT1 | Competitive butnotthe bestin class 10 1 7ch 4x43x18 (7]

Sony BDP-54100 80 01.14/GT [TTTTT1 BestBlu-rayplayerupto£100,Awards 2013 10 1 No 4x36x20

Sony BDP-55100 140 07.13/GT [TITTTT1 BestBlu-rayplayer£100-£150,Awards 2013 10 1 No 4x36x20

Sony BDP-5490 110 12.12/FT [TTTTT1 AnexcellentbudgetBlu-rayplayerthatalso does 3D 10 1 No 4x3x20

Sony BDP-55200 95 Aw.14/FT [TTTTT]1 BestBlu-rayplayerupto£150, Awards 2014 10 1 No 4x27x20

Sony BDP-56200 180 08.14/GT [TTTTT] Plentyofsmartfeatures, sharpimagesand well-rendered 3D.Atalented disc spinner 10 1 No 4x36x20

Sony BDP-57200 230 09.14/FT LTTTTT1 BestBlu-rayplayer £150-£300, Awards 2014. Product of the Year 10 1 No 5x43x21

Sony BDP-5790 200 09.13/GT CTITTT] BestBlu-rayplayer £150-£300, Awards 2013. 2 1 1 No 4x43x19

Sony PlayStation 3 (2012) 250 Aw.12/FT LTI | Superslim PS3 feels less special, butit’s still multi-talented 11 0 No 6x29%23

Sony PlayStation 4 349 02.14/FT LTI 1 | Agreatgaming machine that’s less spectacularwhen it comes to home entertainment 11 0 No 1933

Xbox One 430 01.14/FT LI 1 Asambitiousagame consoleasthere has ever been, butyet to fulfilits potential 11 0 No 833x7

£500 and above

Panasonic DMP-BDT700 500 10.14/FT [TTTTT1 BestBlu-rayplayerf300+, Awards 2014 2 1 1 7ch 7x45x26

Cambridge AudioAzur752BD 800 04.13/FT [T 1 Featuresandfunctionscombineinfine style, butaudio performance could be a little better 2 1 1 8h 9x43x31

Marantz UD7007 500 12.12/FT [TTTTT1 BestBlu-rayplayer£300+,Awards 2013 11 1 No 11x44x31

Onkyo BD-SP809 500 04.12/GT [T 1 | Afine choice, but notan all-rounder 2 1 1 No 10x43x31

Take your music enjoyment to new
heights with High Resolution Audio SONY

MAP-S1
MULTI AUDIO PLAYER SYSTEM £699

It's all right here - the compact MAP-S1 has a powerful 100W amplifier, tuner and CD player
integrated in a sleek, elegant unit that fits neatly on a shelf or bookcase. Just add speakers
and you're ready for an incredible Hi-Resolution Audio experience. Sony's S-Master HX
Audio Amplifier reduces distortion and noise, while DSEE HX upscales your existing music
collection - including compressed files and CDs - to better than CD quality.

Stream music over your home network from a PC or Internet services like Spotify and Music

Unlimited. Connect a USB thumb drive, or hook up your smartphone via cable, Bluetooth or £100 GIFT VOUCHER'
Apptg AirPlay. Just one touch \nstantty ma.kes awireless connection with your NFC-enabled FOR HIGH RESOLUTION MUSIC -
Xperia phone or tablet for effortless listening. DOWNLOADS FROM QOBUZ

MUSIC IS BACK

*By redemption from Sony. Offer ends 30/06/2015

HAP-S1
HI-RES AUDIO PLAYER SYSTEM £799

e Take your listening beyond CD quality playing High-Resolution Audio files

o With DSEE you can enjoy compressed music at high resolution

¢ Copy music files to the hard drive over Wi-Fi. New music files added to your PC will get
copied automatically

e Easily browse your music using the front-panel LCD or use the dedicated smartphone app as
a remote control

£100 GIFT VOUCHER’ - * The HAP-S1 has a huge 500GB hard drive, so you can store a large amount of hi-res and

FOR HIGH RESOLUTION MUSIC compressed music files

DOWNLOADS FROM QOBUZ ) . ) . .
*By redemption from Sony. Offerends 30/062015  MUSIC IS BACK SILVER - . EEXCHI\}\/FZ?/S ﬁ‘uFdFlo[f)rSog[[a)gla:lr\;e:/doég%n'[\sgeps]sed and non-compressed formats including

ADVERT VALID UNTIL 17/12/2014. E&OE SOME BRANDS AT NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES
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5 Projectors
i
(9] Screens Buy one of these. A painted white wall is simply not good enough
.2. Noise Fan noise can be a major issue if you sit close to your projector
(o) Lamp life Projector bulbs have limited lifespans and need to be changed regularly
h wv
a. I R
— : £ Sz % 8E ¢
+ @ Product f Tested Verdict = IS5 & E2 23S 5£ =
.2 Upto £1000
4= BenQW1070+ 650 11.14/GT [TTTTTI1 Forafirsthome cinema, this would be a great projector DLP 11515  1920x1080 2200 2 0 1 1 10x31x24 2.75
L—<| BenQW1080ST 850 12.13/GT [T 117 Agoodfitforsmall-scale home cinema entertainment DLP  0.69-0.83 1920x1080 2000 2 0 1 1 10x31x24 2.85
n Epson EH-TW5200 700 11.14/GT [TITTT] For£700it’s animpressive projector with a few niggles DIP  1.22-1.47:1 1920x1080 2000 2 0 1 0 10.5x30x25 3
E Epson EH-TW5910 900 12.13/GT [CITTTTT1 Bestprojectorupto£1000,Awards 2013 D 132215 1920x1080 2100 2 0 1 1 14x4237 6
m InFocus IN3118HD 990 05.13/GT [T 1 1 Afewnigglesbuta brightand capable projector DIP 16192 1920x1080 3600 2 0 1 0 10x34x25 3.7
v InFocus IN8606HD 650 11.14/GT [TIT 11 Gooddetailand punch, butrivals have the edge overit DIP  1.22-1.47:1 1920x1080 2000 2 0 1 1 26x28.5x12 3
: Optoma HD25 800 05.13/GT [TTT 11 ! Plentyoffeaturesforabudgetlevel projector DIP  1.51.8  1920x1080 2000 2 0 2 2 12x38x31 45
(")
(7)) £1000-£3000
i BenQW1400 1000 Aw.14/FT LITTT T Bestprojectorupto£f1500, Awards 2014 DIP  1.07-1.71 1920x1080 2200 2 0 1 1 12x34x28 4
g Epson EH-TW6100W 1600 Aw.13/FT CITTTTT Bestprojector £1000-£2000, Awards 2013 D 1.32:2.15:1 1920x1080 2300 2 0 1 1 14x42x37 6
[T_M Epson EH-TW7200 1900 AW.14/FT [CTTTTT1 Bestprojector £1500-£2000, Awards 2014. Product of theYear 1o 1.342.87:1 19201080 2000 2 0 1 1 16x47x40 8
w Optoma HD83 2400 02.12/FT [CITTT0 1 | Healthily priced,with a solid performance DLP  145x2.28 1920x1080 1600 2 0 0 1 19x49x37 8.4
8 Philips Screeneo HDP1590TV 1500 05.14/FT [T I 1 1 Agreatideathat’sexecuted well, but not perfectly DIP 0321 1280800 500 3 0 1 0 15x34x29 5
"W SonyVPL-HW55ES 2800 04.14/GT CITTTTT] Bestprojector£2000+, Awards 2014 SXRD nfa 1920x1080 1700 2 0 0 1 18x41x46 9.6
z £3000and above
Epson EH-TW9000W 3200 06.12/FT [T 1 ! Ifyouneedwireless HDMI, buythis Epson D 134287 1920x1080 2400 2 0 1 1 16x47x40 8.5
Epson EH-TW9200W 3000 04.14/GT LT T 1 Afine projector, but not the showstopper we expected D 1.342.87:1 1920x1080 2400 6 O 0 1 14x47x40 9
JVCDLA-X35BE 3000 04.13/GT [T | Good but not great, this JVCappeals ifyou like bright pictures DA nfa 1920x1080 1300 2 0 1 1 18x46x47 15
Panasonic PT-AT6000E 3000 04.14/GT [TTTTT] Bestprojector £2000+, Awards 2013 D 118236 1920x1080 2400 3 0 1 1 15x47x36 8.7
SIM2 C3X Lumis 3D-S 30000 11.11/FT [T TTTT1 Thebest3D projectorwe’ve ever seen DIP  1.82-248:1 1920x1080 3000 2 0 0 1 46x21x46 11
Sony VPL-HW30ES 3000 02.12/GT LTI 01 1 Verycapable, butthere’s better forthe money SXRD  1.47-2.18 1920x1080 1300 2 0 1 1 18xlx46 10
Sony VPL-HW50ES 3000 12.12/F1 [T T1 Showswhyhome cinema can’tbe beaten SXRD  1.64-237 1920x1080 1700 2 0 0 1 18xlx46 9.6
Sony VPL-VW500ES 8500 04.14/FT [CITTT01 | Stunningly good with 4K content but pricey nonetheless SXRD  1.64237 1920x1080 1700 2 0 0 1 18xlx46 9.6
Sony VPL-VW95ES 5000 01.12/FT [T T T T T Byclassstandards, it’s one of the best projectors around SXRD  1.38-2.83  4096x2160 1700 2 0 0 0 20x50x46 14
AVreceivers & amplifiers
plif
Up to £500 Well-equipped and delivers convincing surround sound
£500-£1000 There are gains in features, build quality and sonic performance
fio00+ Real powerhouses that pack loads of features and cinema-style sound
Theshortlist
YamahaRX-V377 Sony STR-DN1050 Pioneer SC-LX58
Awards 2014: Best home cinemaamp upto £350 | Awards 2014: Best home cinemaamp £350-£700 | Awards 2014: Best home cinema amp £700-£1500
. .PE ot
42 52 % $E
. HEEE R ]
Product £ Tested Verdict S&E Tz s 5&
Upto £300
PioneerVSX-528 285 02.14/GT [T 111 Awell-equipped budgetamp with good surround sound capabilities 56130 6 1 e e 17x44x33
Sony STR-DH820 230 04.13/GT LTI T 1 Acapable, ifnotfaultless, option for those looking fora sub-£250 7.1 channel amp ™5 4 1 . 16x4332
Yamaha RX-V375 250 02.14/GT [TTTTT1 Besthomecinemaamplifierupto £350,Awards 2013 5§00 4 1 °  15x44x32
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Yamaha RX-V377 250 07.14/FT [TTTTT1 Besthomecinemaamplifier up to £350, Awards 2014 570 4 1 e e 15x44x32 g
£300-£500 2.
Harman Kardon AVR-171 450 10.13/FT [T | Could besubtler but delivers a powerhouse performance %100 6 2 12x44x30 <
Onkyo TX-NR515 450 11.12/GT LTI 1 | Theamplifiertobeatin 2012, now beaten 730 8 2 e e 17x44x33 2
PioneerVSX-923 450 08.13/GT LTI 11 1 Needsmoreheftbutit’sstilla confidentand compellingamp X150 8 2 e e 17x44x36 m
Sony STR-DN840 350 02.14/GT LTI 1 | Atalented, energeticamp that delivers plenty of precision and attack M50 6 1 e e 16x43033 m
Sony STR-DN850 400 08.14/FT [ITITTT1 Animpressiveall-rounderatagreat price x50 5 1 e e 16x43033 :
Sony STR-DN1030 470 11.12/GT [TTTTT1 Givesthebest (atthis price) arun fortheirmoney X220 5 1 e e 17x43433 n
£500-£1000 g
DenonAVR-2113 550 11.12/GT [T | Solid, likeable option for both novices and enthusiasts X125 6 1 e e 17x44x33
Denon AVR-X2000 500 08.13/GT [LITTI 11 Marksafine return toform for Denon IS0 7 1 e e 17x43:33 u_
Denon AVR-X2100W 500 09.14/GT [T 1 | Astrongcontender but competition at this price is fierce X150 8 2 e e 17x43x33 ;'
Denon AVR-X4000 900 12.13/GT LTI 11 | Decentifyou’relookingfora sub-£1000 AV receiver X125 7 3 e e 17x43x38 a.
Harman-Kardon AVR-365 800 03.12/ST [T | Greatlooks, butlacks some precision X110 6 1 °  17x44x39 g
Onkyo TX-NR626 500 08.13/GT LTI 1 | Well-featured but not as compelling or as immersive as rival products 760 6 2 e e 17x44x33 ]
PioneerVSX-924 500 09.14/GT LTI 1 Anothergood effort butrivals offer more excitement 50 7 2 e e 17x4ix36 —
Sony STR-DN1040 500 08.13/GT CIITT T Besthomecinemaamplifier £350-£700, Awards 2013. 7100 8 2 e e 16x43x32 m
Sony STR-DN1050 500 09.14/GT [TTTTT1 Besthomecinemaamplifier £350-£700, Awards 2014. Product of the Year X165 6 3 e e 17x43x33 :
Yamaha RX-S600 500 05.14/FT LTI 1 | Asmall, excellentamp that delivers great sound and good features 5090 5 1 e e 17x43x33 u
Yamaha RX-V673 500 11.12/GT [T I TIT1 Besthomecinemaamplifier £350-£700,Awards 2012 7X150 6 1 o 17x44x36 i
Yamaha RX-V675 500 08.13/GT [T T Apowerfuland thrilling amplifier for the money x50 6 1 e e 17x44x36 °
Yamaha RX-V677 560 09.14/GT [TITTTT1 Afunreceiverthat’s notthe most balanced, butis endlessly entertaining X150 6 1 e e 17x43x36 g
£1000-£2000 2
Anthem MRX-510 1700 Aw.14/FT [TITTTT1 Rarelyhaveweseenamulti-channelamp soaccomplished with music ws 7 2 o 16x44x37 n
Denon AVR-4520 1970 03.13/ST [T | Anenjoyable, easygoing sound, pipped only in terms of absolute excitement X150 7 2 e 20x43x42
OnkyoTX-NR818 1000 09.12/FT [ITTTTT] Impressive AVamp with features aplenty 7180 8 2 e e 34x59x55
Onkyo TX-NR838 1000 10.14/FT [TIT11 ! Acommendableamplifierwith a huge number of features 780 7 1 e e 36x58¢51
Pioneer SC-LX56 1300 Aw.12/FT [LITTTT1 Besthomecinemaamplifier £700-£1500, Awards 2012 X170 8 2 e e 19x4hx4h
Pioneer SC-LX57 1200 12.13/GT [ITTTTT1 Besthomecinemaamplifier £700-£1500, Awards 2013 X190 9 3 e e 19x4hx4h
Pioneer SC-LX58 1400 11.14/FT [TTTTT1 Besthomecinemaamplifier £700-£1500, Awards 2014 9190 8 3 e e 19x4hx4h
Yamaha RX-A1020 1000 04.13/FT [T T T Delivering excitement, detail and precision, thisis a brilliantly capable all-rounder X110 8 2 e e 18x43x43
Yamaha RX-A1030 1000 12.13/GT LTI 11 1 Notwithoutsome niggles, this receiver delivers big-time power and muscle X110 8 2 e e 18x43x43
£2000 and above
Anthem MRX 700 2100 10.12/FT [TTTTT1 Fantastic-soundingand worthy of a serious audition 790 4 1 17x44x39
Arcam FM) AVR450 2200 03.14/GT [T 1 | There’s plentyto like with this receiver, but its rivals better it X110 7 2 e e 17x43x42
Arcam AVR750 4000 12.13/FT LTI 1 | Itsnotflawless, butthis AV receiver s very good X100 7 2 e e 17x43x43
Pioneer SC-LX87 2000 03.14/GT [TITITTT1 Pioneerstrikes gold again with this feature-laden powerhouse 9220 9 3 e e 19x44xbh
OnkyoTX-NR1010 2000 12.12/FT [T 1 | Powerpacked heavyweight needs atouch more precision 7x200 9 2 e e 20x44x59
Onkyo TX-NR3009 2000 04.12/GT [T T1 Producesseriously rewarding surround sound 9200 8 2 e e 34x61x60
OnkyoTX-NR3010 2000 03.13/ST LT | Asolid performance but lacks the subtlety to cutitas a complete all-rounder 9X160 9 2 e e 20x44x60
Yamaha RX-A3020 2000 03.13/ST [T 11 Ashotacrossthe bows ofthe class leaders %230 8 2 e e 19x44x47
Yamaha RX-A3030 2000 03.14/GT [TTTTT1 Besthomecinemaamplifier £1500+, Awards 2013 X150 8 1 e e 19x44x47
Subwoofers
Sealed cabinet Tends to produce the tightest bass but limits outright quantity
Reflex port A more common design that tends to deliver more bass
Room equalisation Evens out the subwoofer’s response to produce a more balanced sound
. c 5z838%¢E :
2 & § E2 2585£¢ g g%
T T 2238 2t £¥S¥ 888 5 &g
Product f Tested Verdict g 5 8 &5 &% £ & £ &£ § gE S
Up to £500
B&WASW610 450 05.09/GT LITTTT1 Bestsubwooferupto£f7oo, Awards 2011 200 25 - Forward 1 1 - e 4 31x31x38
Klipsch SW-450 330 02.11/GT LTI 11 | Weightyandtight, butlosesits wayattimes 200 254 e Downward 2 2 o o 1 43x36x50
Monitor Audio Vector VW-8 225 04.10/FT I | Capablelittle sub foran entry-level system 100 20 e fowad 2 0 . 2 32x28x28
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Y Product £ Tested Verdict S 5 285 5%t EE5&2 EogE &2
° Upto £500
° RELAcoustics T-Zero 350 05.12/GT [T 1 | Smalland discreet, but limited by size 100 165 . Downward 2 1 - 2 24x22x26
; TannoyTS2.10 430 03.12/FT LTI T | Small, but packs a ferocious punch 30 25 e foward 1 0 e . 3 39x38x33
.Q Velodyne EQ-Max 8 495 04.12/FT [T | Small, butpuncheswell above its weight 180 20 e fowad 2 2 e e e e e 1 37x33%38
: Velodyne Impact-10 295 07.09/GT [T 1 | Thissizeable subwoofer needs to be more controlled 150 25 o foward 2 2 e o e o 4 353237
m Velodyne Impact-12 365 05.09/GT [T T] Finesub, moreofamovie than a musicclassic 165 30 e fowad 2 1 e o 1 39x66x45
— Velodyne Impact-Mini 435 10.09/FT LTI | Amazingly small sub with fine movie performance 180 165 . Foward 2 2 o o 1 25x25x30
2 Wfedale Powercube SPC-10 300 11.11/FT [ITITTTT1 Nearlyaterrificsubwoofer- but there are issues 215 25 . Downward 1 1 e . 8 38x35x31
3 £500-£1000
m B&WASW610XP 700 07.09/FT [T I 11 Idealforbigbassfromasmall box 500 25 - Foward 2 1 - o 4 323237
m Monitor Audio Apex AW-12 950 05.12/GT [T | Beautiful tolookat, and punchy too 500 30.5 . foward 1 0 e . o 2 34x34x41
% RELAcoustics -7 650 02.12/FT [CTIT11 | Acompactsubwithauthority 200 20 e Downward 2 1 - 2 3035633
Sonos Sub 600 08.12/FT LTI 7 Soundsgreat. Makes sense with Sonos Play speakers  nja  n/a - iward 0 0 o o o 1 40x38x16
g TannoyTS2.12 549 05.12/GT LT | Attractively priced with decent sonics too 500 30.5 . foward 1 0 e . 2 4hx43x38
: Velodyne EQ-Max 12 825 05.12/GT [T T1 Powerfuland agile and supremely enjoyable 225 305 e foward 1 2 e e e e e 1 4504246
o Yamaha NS-SW700 500 03.10/FT LTI 1 | Notthemostaccomplished, butvery competent 300 25 o Downward 4 2 . o 2 45x41xél
e
= £1000 and above
5 B&WPV1D 1200 05.12/GT [T Delivers precision and agility in spades 400 20 . foward 1 0 e o © 2 34x27x36
Jamo D600 1300 05.12/GT [T T1 Abrilliantsub that’s worth the price 400 38 . Foward nfa 0 - 1 56x59x50
Paradigm Seismic110 1250 10.10/FT LI 1 1 Asubwooferthat’sdeeplyimpressivein everysense 850 25 - Foward 2 0 - e 1 36x30x32
Sunfire Subr. SRA2700EQ 2350 03.12/FT LT 1 | It'snotcheap, butitisimpressive 2700 25x2 . foward 2 0 e B o 1 36x113x9
Velodyne SPL-1000 Ultra 1400 09.11/FT [T IITTT1 Bestsubwoofer£f700+, Awards 2011 1200 25 - foward 1 1 e e o e 3 343334
Wilson Benesch Torus 3000 02.07/GT [TTTTT] Themostmusicaland insightful deep bass ever 200 36 . Upward 4 1 e e o © 2 45x90x30
Surroundspeakers
Full size Traditional cabinet design that’s big but can deliver a great sound
Style Compact speakers that make a lot of sense in smaller living spaces
Bipole/Dipole Surround speaker designs that give a more cohesive soundfield

Theshortlist

QAcoustics2000i5.1 DaliZensor15.1 Monitor Audio Radius R9OHT1
Awards 2014: Best Traditional Pack up to £700 Awards 2014: Best Traditional Pack £700-£1500 Awards 2014: Best Style package £1400-£1800

g€ %E %E 5E g
g e e =5 &
Product £ Tested Verdict gE 8E EE 3 &
Upto £500
Boston Ac. Soundware XS SE 220 12.11/FT [TTTTT1 justasgoodasits predecessor: a must-hear 1A 1119 11x11x9  31x28x40 2
Canton Movie 130 450 05.12/FT [ITIIL 1 | Likeableandlistenable 1260x10  9x19x10  12x9x10  41x24x42 3
Harman-Kardon HKTS20 450 09.11/GT [T 1 | Neat,butaconservative listen 26119 11x26x9  22x11x9  36x27x27 1
Jamo S426 HCS3 350 01.12/FT [ITTT1T1 I Aworthyhomecinema solution 91X18x24  12x34x12  21x12x12 nfa 3
Tannoy HTS-101 400 09.11/GT [TTTTT] Beststylepackage upto£700, Awards 2014 16x11x14 12517 16x11x14  42x28437 1
Wharfedale DX-1HCP 400 Aw.11/FT [ITTTTIT1 Getsalotrightforthiskind of money 19x12x12 1229x12  19x12x12  34x29x32 2
£500-£1000
Boston Ac. SoundWare S 510 02.12/FT LTI 1 Dinkyyetsubstantial-sounding Txl4xtd  1xl4x14  14x14xl4 3632444 2
DaliZensor1 5.1 980 Aw.13/FT LITTT T Besttraditional package £700-£1500, Awards 2014. Product of the Year 27X16x22  16x44x29  27x16x22  31x29x31 3
JamoA 200 HCS 5 640 01.13/FT [CITTT 11 | Agutsyandentertaining sound at this price 22x9%5 22X9%5 209%5  31x28x31 7
KEF KHT3005 HD2 900 03.12/FT [ITTT11 ! Greatbuildwithanexpansive sound 25x13x15  13x25x15  25x13x15  38x37x18 1
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Product £ Tested Verdict g2 82 B 32 é -
KEFE305 900 11.13/ST [TII01 | Aroom-filling system but there are more dynamic packages out there 26x14x16  16x22K15  26x14x16  32X43x27 2 o
Mission MX15.1 600 11.11/FT [TITI 1 Idealforamedium sized room 28X17x26  15x42x19  28x17x26  30x30x33 :
Monitor Audio MASS 800 11.13/ST [CTTT 11 ! Stillanexcellent system, it narrowly falls short of the best 2213613 13x22x13  22x13x13  42x38x38 1 g
QAcoustics 2000i 5.1 625 Aw.11/FT [TTTTT1 Besttraditional package up to £700, Awards 2014 23x1520  23x16x12  23x15x20  23x16x12 2
QAcoustics Q7000 800 12.11/ST [TTTTTT Productoftheyear-Speaker packages, Awards 2011 2x10x16  12x21x16  24x10x16  37x51x22 2 ]
QAcoustics Q7000i 900 11.13/ST [LTTTTT1 Beststylepackage £700-£1000, Awards 2014 2x10x16  12x20x16  24x10x16  32x46x20 2 g
Teufel Theater 200 799 04.10/FT LTI 11 ! Big-screensoundtracks don’t come biggerthan this 442029 25x44x27  23x16K12  60X38x49 1 m
Wharfedale 100-HCP 950 11.13/FT LI 1 Averygood package, but could do with a better centre speaker 32X17x26  17x47x27  32x17x26  39x35x31 7 x
(0"}
£1000-£2000 wn
Acoustic EnergyNeoV2 5.1 1200 12.10/GT [LTTT 11! Plentytoenjoyifyouhavealarge room 91x20x24  18x48x20  36x18x23  41x36x33 2
B&W 685 Theatre 1200 12.10/GT [TTTTT1 Besttraditional package £1000-£1500,Awards 2010 2316x12  34x20x33  27x17x33  26x26x33 6
B&W MT-50 1100 11.13/ST [TTTTT] Beststylepackage £1000-£1400, Awards 2014 25x11x16  25x11x16  25x11x16  26x26x33 2
B&W MT-60D 1950 05.12/GT [TTTTT1 Beststylepackage £1800+, Awards 2014 25x11x16  25x11x16  25x11x16  34x27x36 2
Cabasse Eole 3 1000 11.13/ST LTTT 11 ! Alikable, big-soundingsystem that lacks a little authority 13x13x13 133x13 13x13013 333335 2
Cambridge Audio Aero 5.1 1650 10.13/FT [TTTTT1 Besttraditional package £1500-£2500, Awards 2014 98x24x34  15x43x21  18x46x15  34x33136 2
Dali Fazon 1 1500 07.10/GT [TTTTT1 Preferablein manyways tots pricier big brother 26x14x13  26x14x13  26x14x13  28x26x27 2
DaliFazon 35.1 1699 05.12/GT [T T T T Beststylepackage£1200-£2000,Awards 2011 26x16x14  14x26x14  26x14x14  23x16x12 2
DaliZensor 5 5.1 1499 Aw.11/FT [TTTTT1 Besttraditional package £700-£1500, Awards 2012 84x16x27  16x44x28  97x16x23  34x37x38 2
Elipson Planet M 5.1 1300 03.13/FT CIIT0T | Enjoyable looks and sound, just lacking a smidge of detail 15x15x15  15x15x15  15x15x15  39x32x32 3
FocalDome 5.1 1000 11.13/ST [TTTTTT It'snotperfectbutthis Focal charms nonetheless 17x14x14  17x14x14  17x14x14  40X28x28 3
Jamo D500 THX Select 2 1700 01.11/FT [T ITTITT Exceptionaland unbeatablevaluetoo 26x45K13  26x45x13  26x45x13  42x40x42 2
KEFQ3005.1 1880 10.11/GT [TITTTTT Anadmirable package forthe purists 36x21x30  21x63x30  36x21x30  33x34x33 3
KEF T105 1200 04.11/GT [IITTTT Astealthy package that looks the part 3314k 331dxh  33lxé 38378 1
Klipsch Synergy B20/SW450 1050 09.11/FT CITTT01 | Avibrantand exciting 5.1 package 32x18x20  15x41x13  14x30x12  43x36x50 1
MonitorAudio BronzeBX25.1 1050 Aw.10/FT [T Thrillinglyfitfor purpose 35x19x26  17x46x17  29x28x11 333233 4
Monitor Audio Bronze BX55.1 1215 12.10/GT LTTT 11! Doesagoodjob offilling abigroom 85x17X25  17x46x17  29x28x11  33x3233 2
Monitor Audio RadiusR90HT1 1500 10.13/FT [TTTTT1 Beststylepackage £1400-£1800, Awards 2014 20x13x14  17x46x17  20x13x14  33x32x33 3
Quad L-ite Plus 5.1 package 1200 12.13/FT LTI | Afine package that's up against some formidable rivals at this price 25x14x18  15x38K17  25x14x18  31x24x24 3
Tannoy Rev. Compact 5.1 1300 12.10/GT [TTTTTT Exceptionalsoundintheaverage living room 27x15x16  15x30x16 39x31x34 32x29x29 2
£2000 and above
Acoustic Energy 3-Series 5.1 2425 06.14/GT LTI | Build, looks and performance combine foran attractive speaker package 90x19x30  19x45x26  30x19x25  36x36x36 2
AcousticEnergyActivePro5.1 3035 08.10/FT [TTTTT1 Astunninglistenthat’s greatvalue too 22x15x18  22x15x18  22x15x18  35x35x33 1
AcousticEnergyRadiance 5.1 3000 05.09/FT LT 1 1 This 5.1 package has plenty of appeal 92x23K30  19x45x30  32x19x25  41x36x33 2
B&W 683 Theatre 2750 11.14/GT CITT0T | Atalented and entertaining speaker package that doesn’t quite captivate 99x19x36  22x59x30  3L5x16x23 33x33x38 2
B&W CM9Theatre 4200 09.11/FT [TTTTT1 Besttraditional package £3500+, Awards 2013 10232037 22x59x28  34x20x28  32x32x32 2
B&W CT800 system 67950 11.08/GT [TTTTT1 Expensivebutit’sthe bestwe’ve heard 110x33x55  33x110x55 110x33x10  48x48x48 1
Cabasse MT-30 5.1 2100 03.10/GT [0 1 | Looks moreassertive thanitis, but still likeable X11x21  16x48x37  41x23x20  42x31x43 2
Dali lkon 5 MK2 2500 06.14/GT LI | Anexciting speaker package that will thrill film and musicfans 8IX15x28  15x57x26  38X27x15  4Sx4lxk6 2
Dalilkon 6 Mk2 5.1 2900 12.10/FT [TTTTT1 Idealforthosewith biglisteningareas tofill 103x19x35  15x57x25  38x27x15  48x41x46 3
Dali Lektor 5.1 2320 03.10/GT [TIT0 1 ! Onlyjustfailstogettop marks againstits rivals 1062537  17x60x18  31x17x22  36x31x40 2
Dali Mentor 5.1 5700 08.08/FT [III0 1 | Powerhouseofasystem 103x20x39  20x89x29  32x16x24  37x33x33 2
KEFR1005.1 2850 06.14/GT [TTTTT1 Besttraditional package £2500-£3500, Awards 2014 28x18x29  17x53x31  28X18x29  37x33:35 4
M&K 950-Series 5445 04.10/FT [TTTTT] Exceptionalsystemwith thrilling sound A1x18x22  41x18Kk22  26x18x22  60X39x51 2
Monitor Audio Apex 2400 05.12/GT [TTTTT1 Beststylespeakerpackage £2000+, Awards 2011 25x14x14  14x61x10  25x14x14  34x34x41 2
Monitor Audio PL200AV 11400 08.10/FT [TTTTT1 Exceptionalineverysense 100x25x28  22x58x29  37x34x36  45x48x47 3
Monitor Audio PL300 AV 13500 10.09/FT [TITTTT Oneofthefinest 5.1 speaker packages on the market 1UIX61X47  22x58x29  37X2228  45XUBX4T 2
Monitor Audio Silver 6 AV12 2875 06.14/GT [TITTTT1 Ahugelycapable surround package. Worthy of serious consideration 94x35x20  19x50x24  25x31x12  23x16x14 6
Mon. Audio Silver RX6 AV12 2200 10.11/GT [T TTTT1 Besttraditional package £1500-£2500, Awards 2011 85x19x25  19x50x20  30x12x25  34x34x1 6
Mordaunt-Short Aviano 5.1 2000 03.10/GT [T ITI 1 Guaranteedtokeepyouontheedgeofyourseat 95x21x32  18X46x23  95x21x30  4231x36 3
Mordaunt-Short Mezzo 5.1 2300 11.08/GT LTTT 11 ! Lotsofattack, withlittle respite 100x22x28  18x49x22  35x22x28  32x34x35 2
Paradigm MilleniaOne 2500 12.12/FT [TTT 11 ! Smoothanddetailed, butslightly lackingin attack 20x12615  20x12x15  20x12x15  34x30x32 2
PMCDB1i5.1 4675 12.09/FT [TTTTT1 Smallandsonically brilliant package 20x16x23  16x29x23  29x16x23  55x20x55 4
Tannoy Revolution SEAV 2400 06.14/GT LLTT 111 Despiteafewissueswiththe centre and sub, thisis an exciting package 95x20x25  15x31x16  37x20x25  44x43x37 1
Tannoy Revolution Signature 2300 11.08/GT [TTTTT1 Asthrillingorascalmingasyouwantittobe 85x17x18  17x45x18  27x17x18  37x34x34 2

“Dali's Zensor 5 5.1is a brilliantly realised set-up - and cracking value, too”

Awards 2011
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richersounps

BIGGEST BRANDS, BEST PRICES, EXPERT ADVICE!

A selection of our massive range of top-rated hi-fi

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO
TOPAZ AM1
1 3 AMPLIFIER
EXCLUSIVE! b Solid build quality and
) connectivity make the
AM1 a great first amp.
5 year Supercare £9.99
VIP CLUB PRICE
REGULAR PRICE
1995 ¢ 69.95
ToWEET AUDIOQUEST
PRICE DRAGONFLY V1.2
SUAHRNTERD USB DAC/HEADPHONE
AMP
’ "Takes performance to a
whole new level".
) ¢ - WHF? S&V magazine
5 year Supercare £12.95
Simply buy this
e
o hescls £ 95
YAMAHA MCR042
x> ' MINI SYSTEM INC
£ 3\ SPEAKERS

Funky and fully equipped,

it's the ideal compact system.

TSP £199.95 | 5 year Supercare
only 10% of purchase price

VIP CLUB PRICE

119,05

Available in a wide range of colours
REGULAR PRICE

149,05

WH, I-FI?
SOUND AND VISION
WHATHIFI.COM

Y %k kk
JULY 2012

WH, 7
SOUND AND VISION
WHATHIFI.COM

PRODUCTOF THEYEAR

maraNTZ
MELODY MEDIA M-cRST0

MARANTZ MCR610 MELODY MEDIA &

"This is an excellent all-in-one system" said What Hi-Fi? S&V magazine
of the MCR610, while of the BX2s they said "some of the most engaging

speakers you can buy at this money".
TSP £699.95 | 5 year Supercare £54.95

FI?
SOUND AND VISION
WHATHIFL.COM

%k ke
OCTOBER 2013

SOUND AND VISION
WHATHIFI.COM
'AWARDS 2013

acousTics 20201

1’1

ended p
oo‘(\“\ I'ol”.
Q

* Which?

(S

S, o
e,
"Cals Retailer e

All this and more in-store!
Ask for a demo.

® D
£549 o;
MARANTZ PM6005, CD6005

& Q ACOUSTICS 20201 (PAIR)

“Superb sound quality on a budget for your analogue and digital
music,” commented What Hi-Fi? S&V magazine of the PM6005,
while they said of the CD6005, “A fantastic player and immense
value for money.” The Q Acoustics 2020is were What Hi-Fi?

award winners in 2013.
£599.95

TSP £749.95
5 year Supercare £59.95

LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED

Prices changing daily! Check in-store or online for bargains.

Premium hi-fi separates & systems

Demonstration Rooms
Pop down to hear how top-notch kit
enhances your favourite music, films

and TV. Don't forget our VIP Club
members can book
appointments from

8am - 8pm Mon - Fri.

Our VIP Club is completely
FREE for ALL customers.
Sign up in-store or online
in seconds with just an
email address.

Joel - City store
14th year of service

When was the last time that music made your heart beat faster?
All of our stores stock premium audio - visit us to hear why

top-brand audio equipment is a must for music-lovers.

LOWEST
PRICE

GUARANTEED

ARCAM FMJ A19 AMPLIFIER *

“It's clear that its strength lies in its competence. Each musical

element is delivered with a remarkable
amount of composure and stability.”
— What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision magazine. !

5 year Supercare £64.90

EXCLUSIVE!

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO STREAM MAGIC 6 V2
NETWORK MUSIC PLAYER

"The Stream Magic 6 V2 is as captivating as ever."

— What Hi-Fi? S&V mag.
1699,

With free BT100 bluetooth
dongle worth £70
(VIP exclusive offer)

5 year Supercare £69.95

HAT HI-F1I?
SOUND AND VISION
WHATHIFI.COM

FEBRUARY 2014

LOWEST
PRICE

GUARANTEED

CYRUS CDI

o
CD PLAYER * *

“It's no surprise to see a five-star CD player from
Cyrus, but the CDi takes things to a whole new
level. It's hugely impressive.” — What Hi-Fi?

Sound & Vision magazine

5 year Supercare £105



Welcome to richersounps

Incredible mini system bargains & amazing hi-fi deals

Plus all this...

Enjoy prices as low as the biggest internet retailers

e Face-to-face expert advice from our friendly teams.
e Extensive ranges on display and in our fantastic demonstration rooms.
e Exclusive “in-store only” and VIP Club member deals.

e We’'ll happily install your equipment for you, or we've big stocks for you
to take home today — no delivery charges or waiting for couriers.

Why go anywhere else?

OCTOBER 2014
)
b
) )
b
é e € Bluetooth’ > )
CAMBRIDGE AUDIO MINX XI &
WHARFEDALE DIAMOND 220 (PAIR) VIP CLUB PRICE
ucambridgg has done a terrific job with the Minx Xi” said What Hi—_Fi? REGULAR PRICE 49 9
Sound & Vision magazine, while calling the 220s "the best sounding
budget speakers on the market".
5 year Supercare only 10% of purchase price USUALLY !198 159 9 £
Lo A
SAVE SR col DENON DM39 BLACK &
DECEMBER 2010 TANNOY MERCURY V1 (PAIR)

£80

>

b 1 3 Call for individual
unit prices

Denon have always delivered quality mini systems, and the
DM39 continues that tradition. We've paired the DM39 with the
fantastic Tannoy V1 speakers, for superb sound quality.

TSP £329.95 | 5 year Supercare £24.95

Denon DM39 also available in silver

249,95

Pop in-store to see our
full fantastic range.

TowEST, PROJECT
PRICE X ESSENTIAL 2
GUARANTEED > TURNTABLE
) “An excellent entry-level
turntable that gets all
the basics spot-on.”
— What Hi-Fi? S&V mag.
5 year Supercare £20.95
MONITOR AUDIO A100
LOWEST ) AMPLIFIER
;5:,&5 b b “May look like a style-based
product, but it's capable of
proper hi-fi sound.”
— What Hi-Fi? S&V mag.
5 Year Supercare £39.90
Also available in white
WHAT HI'FI?
SOUND AND VISION
'WHATHIFI.COM
%k k kk |
AUGUST 2014 AM £399

TANNOY REVOLUTION

DC6T SE SPEAKERS (PAIR)

“These Special Edition speakers
ooze fantastic all-round ability"
— What Hi-Fi? S&V mag.

TSP £999 | 5 year Supercare only 10%

of purchase price

VIP CLUB PRICE
REGULAR PRICE

699 :649

We'll beat any genuine advertised price, voucher offer

or system deal, online & in-store, by up to £100!

All that we ask is that products must be brand new, boxed, carry a comparable warranty and be in stock at time of purchase.

A brilliant hi-fi can instantly transform your room into a rock venue, jazz club or concert
hall. Why not visit one of our stores to hear how good your music could sound?

LOWEST
PRICE
GUARANTEED

I ¢
D

ROKSAN K3 €D & K3 AMP

Hot off the press, Roksan's brand new K3 components are
sure to please even the most discerning audiophile listener.
Full ; treaming and
available in 3 opulent finishes, the K3 range is a delight for the
ears and the eyes. Detailed, crisp and expansive, the sound
quality of these stunning separates deserves an audition.

5 year Supercare only £125 each

1250 ...,

¥ ¢
8
SAEVA

B

Call for individual
unit prices
with FREE Chord Cadenza
Interconnect worth £250

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 851A AMPLIFIER,
851C CD PLAYER & AEROMAX 6 SPEAKERS (PAIR)

“This refined and revealing pairing delivers a dynamic, clean and
engaging result with pretty much anything you care to play.”

— Hi-Fi Choice magazine (851A & 851C).

TSP £3299.95 | 5 year Supercare only £299.95

Amplifier & CD player also available in Silver.
VIP CLUB PRICE

Speakers also available in white
£ z 1 9 9.95

REGULAR PRICE

WE NOW STOCK, DEMO &
INSTALL THE FOLLOWING
PREMIUM BRANDS:

ARCAM audiolob audioquest.
@ Cambridge Audio C¥<_AS
DAL TFOCAL
GRADO MKEF mmaxames
(ussiOn QED - MUSICAL FIDELITY

@ monimoraunio [€] ROKSAN

stan for s ACOUSTICS

roneer Pro-Ject
Z SENNHEISER SHURE
SONY TANNUY YAMAHA



richersounps

BIGGEST BRANDS, BEST PRICES, EXPERT ADVICE!
NOW WITH FREE

The UK's biggest range
S O N O S 2 YEAR GUARANTEE!

of streaming audio
. = e ||

Play:1, Play:3 & Play:5
also available in white

& S
&

of n

What if your smartphone or
tablet could control music all
over your house? You could
enjoy access to your own music
library and streaming services
like Spotify for example.

[]
Limited time offer,
WORTH OVER £100!

T&Cs apply. = 5EDEEZER

Available to demo in all stores See website for details

With our range of wireless
speakers all this is possible
and more!

Introducing HEOS by Denon.

PLAY ANY SONG
IN ANY ROOM.

CONTROL YOUR MUSIC ANYWHERE.

The evolution of multi-room sound.
Available to demo in selected stores

Call your local store
or see our website for
the latest prices on
streaming audio.

90-day risk free home trial

20% OFF YOUR SECOND
HEOS PURCHASE

Plus free Spotify Premium 60-day trial

LOWEST T 6 Bluetooth LOWEST LOWEST
PRICE ICE = PRICE PRICE
GUARANTEED GUARANTEED GUARANTEED o GUARANTEED
Bluetooth
. » 0
NEW! 23 MONITOR AUDIO
3 AIRSTREAM 5200 DALI KUBIK FREE ) .

WIRELESS MUSIC BLUETOOTH SPEAKER .
CAMBRIDGE GO OBuctoott  SYTEM “The Kubik Free is & NAIM MU-50 © Bluetooth
BLUETOOTH SPEAKER uetoot “Excellent performance, great 3 real entertainer an WIRELESS MUSIC SYSTEM

[al

AirPlay

enthusiastic-sounding
wireless speaker mixed
with a solid feature set.”
— What Hi-Fi? Sound &
Vision magazine.

5 year Supercare £64.90

“Naim's first entry into the
wireless speaker market,
and it's an absolute belter.”

- What Hi-Fi? Sound & 89 5

price and streaming features

“A stellar performance at a }
galore... a very desirable p-
wireless speaker.”

very attractive price.”
1 1 9 s 1 1 9
5 year Supercare £11.95
£ .95 Also available in white ! .9

— What Hi-Fi? S&V mag.
A small selection from our headphone range

5 year Supercare £11.95 )
Also available in white Vision magazine.

5 year Supercare £89.50

LOWEST AKG Y50 SAVE AKG K550 LOWEST SHURE SE425 LOWEST GRADO SR325E
PRICE HEADPHONES <80 HEADPHONES PRICE IN EAR HEADPHONES  [dilld] HEADPHONES
CLARANTEED “Excelling in sound and “A hugely capable pair of SRARANTEED “Another year, and another CLARANTEED “The musical, detailed
style, the Y50s are a closed-back headphones Award - these really are 3 sound of the Grados
cracking introduction that just don't sound still the finest in-ears we've makes them a truly top
to AKGs latest range.” closed.” - What Hi-Fi? ever heard at this price.” } 2 buy.”
- What Hi-Fi? Sound & Sound & Vision magazine. - What Hi-Fi? Sound & - What Hi-Fi? Sound &
Vision magazine. 3 TSP £179.95 } 3 Vision magazine. > Vision magazine.

99 ’
£

%3 j 119.95 C} ; 1239.95 1299.95

ENJOY OUR
COMPLETE

TV, HOME CINEMA & HI-Fl

INSTALLATION

SERVICE

Ask us for a

FREE, NO OBLIGATION

consultation and survey at your home or business today

“We can design and install bespoke solutions

We Will Happily Install

It For You

In every store, we have at least two
fully qualified installers employed
directly by us on site as a part of
our trusted in-store team.

No Job Too Big or Too Small
From simple TV set-ups to a multi-
room system or dedicated home
cinema, we can do it all. We’ll
optimise your settings to best suit

both your room & your preferences.

Building Work Required?
By managing our specialist
tradespeople, or yours if required,
we can arrange and organise
everything.

Wires Hidden

We’ll make sure everything is neat
& tidy - cables can be easily hidden
in walls.

Perfect Picture

Our installers will professionally
optimise your TV’s image quality to
suit your home environment, delivering
the most natural picture possible.

Free At-Home “Health Check”
Join our free VIP Club and spend
over £1000 and you will also enjoy a
health check of your installation after
12 months, worth £99.95.

Unbeatable Value

Highly competitive installation costs
and product prices as low, if not lower,
than the biggest internet retailers.

at sensible, great value Richer Sounds prices!”

Sam, Adam & Lee, Richer Sounds Installers.

41 combined years of service!



FREE installation, delivery & optimisation on all premium 4K TVs'

LOWEST
PRICE
GUARANTEED
EREE WHAT ML EI?
'WHATHIFI.COM
‘GUARANTEE
NX prmo
SONY BRAVIA KDL32W706B b

32" LED SMART TV

“Impressing us across the board,

more than enough to bag five stars...”

— What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision magazine.
Also available 42"

)

3{33
5YEAR
GUARANTEE
FREE
HOME
INSTALL

SONY BRAVIA KD49X8505B

49" 4K ULTRAHD 3D

SMART LED TV

"Excellent levels of detail" — Customer
review from richersounds.com.

TSP £1699 | Also available 55" & 65"

CALL OR
SEE WEB
)

)
)

M

Feoeview [21m)

REGULAR PRICE

1399

VIP CLUB PRICE

1349

FREE HT-CT60BT
worth £100

till 7/12/14

LOWEST
PRICE

GUARANTEED

FREE
2ot
FREE

HOME
INSTALL

)

SAMSUNG UE55HU7200
55" CURVED 4K ULTRA HD SMART LED TV

Offering both 4K Ultra HD and a

Feecview [2m)

@
freesat HD

SAMSUNG REWARDS
Buy this TV and save up
to £200 off your next
Samsung purchase

curved screen, you can enjoy
stunningly immersive clarity at an
exceptionally good value price.
Also available 65"

(555  SAMSUNG UE48H6400
48"3D SMART LED TV

FREE

5YEAR
GUARANTEE

%k %k k
AUGUST 2014 " )

“Punchy, subtle and exciting, this Samsung
smart TV is fantastic at at the price making it
one the outstanding deals of the year.”

— What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision magazine.

TSP £649 | Also available 32", 40" & 55"

Lindid  SAMSUNG UES5HU7500

WHATHIFI.COM

55" 4K ULTRA HD 3D SMART LED TV

Cutting edge technology that

delivers incredible image quality.
Also available 65" & 85"

Pop in for a demo & expert advice on projectors

Sharing your passion for movies

No matter which projector you choose,
a white wall simply won't show off the best
it's capable of. That's why we offer

a huge range of different screens
and have in-store experts who
will help you find which is
exactly right for your needs.

Chris — Leeds store
10th year of service.

WHAT HI FI?
2 > WhaTiiFL.com
b & p

FREE FuLL
5YEAR 1080p 4R
— REGULAR PRICE
PANASONIC PTAT6000 £ 229 9 95

3D PROJECTOR VIP CLUB PRICE

“Detailed, dynamic & confident.”
- What Hi-Fi? S&V magazine.
TSP £2499.95 £ .95

T Only desktop installation on TVs within a 10 mile radius.

>
SAVE N 5
£100 >
FREE
2NEAR FusL
1080p 45

BENQ W1070 3D PROJECTOR

With a new lens and more powerful

bulb, the BenQ W1070 turns a good

projector into a great one.

TSP £599.95 £ 095
LOWEST

)
PRICE ) )

GUARANTEED )

FREE
5YEAR

GUARANTEE

1080p 43

27199

SONY VPLHWS55
3D SXRD PROJECTOR

“Nothing short of stunning.”
- What Hi-Fi? S&V magazine.

ok &k 55" 4K ULTRA HD 3D
SMART LED TV
"Top marks for another outstanding all-rounder
from Samsung... The picture has plenty of
5YEAR detail and a real sense of depth. Its picture
SUARANTEE looks great across all resolutions and it has
FREE  Frecview [2]m) plenty of good features. If you’re looking to
HOME [C} get a 4K TV right now, look no further."
INSTALL freesat HD — What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision magazine.
Also available 65", 75" & 85"
) ) SAMSUNG REWARDS
Buy this TV and save up
) to £200 off your next
) Samsung purchase £
b
h "
LOWES' y > LOWEST — -
PRICE PRICE
GUARANTEED b GUARANTEED
FREE FREE
E E Frecicw [
‘GUARANTEE ‘GUARANTEE
‘ .
FREE FREE freesat HD
HOME HOME
SAMSUNG REWARDS
INSTALL MHD INSTALL Buy this TV and save up
to £300 off your next
. Samsung purchase
freesat HD ) )
PANASONIC VIERA TX55AX902 SAMSUNG UE78HU8500

78" CURVED 4K ULTRA HD 3D SMART LED TV

“Highly detailed, providing an

immersive yet natural sense of
sharpness.” — HDTVtest.co.uk.
Our extensive range will suit

Also available 55" & 65"

all tastes and budgets.
LOWEST >
FREE
SXERR .
NEW! 1080p£8
EPSON EHTW7200

3D PROJECTOR

“Exciting, immersive and
effortless" — What Hi-Fi?
Sound & Vision magazine.

1899,
LOWEST

)
PRICE 2 )

GUARANTEED )

FREE
5YEAR

GUARANTEE

SONY VPLVW300ES

3D SXRD PROJECTOR

4K ULTRAHD

“It blew our... socks off."
- trustedreviews.com.

5850
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BIGGEST BRANDS, BEST PRICES, EXPERT ADVICE! ol pegager ol

Unbeatable prices on AV receivers

> REGULAR PRICE

)
199,05

PIONEER VSX329 AV RECEIVER  \1p CLUB PRICE

All the features you need, plus

Pioneer's legendary sound quality.

TSP £249.95 | 5 year Supercare only

10% of purchase price £ .95

LOWEST 'WHATHIFI.COM

PRICE %k Kk
GUARANTEED

LAl 4o @ o
YAMAHA RXV677 AV RECEIVER
559

“An endlessly entertaining receiver that's
full of character.” - What Hi-Fi? S&V mag.

5 year Supercare £55.90

YAMAHA RXV377 AV RECEIVER

“Superb surround sound on a budget.”
— What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision mag.
TSP £260 | 5 year Supercare £22.50

LOWEST
PRICE

GUARANTEED

Premium AV separates and systems

* * Richer Sounds
Exclusive

CAMBRIDGE 752BD 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER  4Kuurnu s
Audiophile sound quality. UPSCALING
5 year Supercare only 10% of purchase price VIP CLUB PRICE

:;3395 £69 9.95

b *,
%

JARANTEED

%
[al

AirPlay

ULTRAHD

YAMAHA RXA3040 AV RECEIVER ‘LIJF' CALING

The ultimate in home cinema thrills.

5 year Supercare £199.95 19 9 9
£ .95

Also RXA1040 only £999.95
Dolby Atmos upgradable

WHAT HI-FI?

SOUND AND VISION
'WHATHIFI.COM

Yk %k Kok

NOVEMBER 2014

ended
0@‘“ p "o l’/ .
& %

* Which?

< e

Lots more in-store
and online.

e ,
GUARANTEED ) 2
with FREE pair of
Onkyo SKH410 Dolby
Atmos speakers
worth £130
O Bluetooth Fuaz @
ONKYO TXNR636 AV RECEIVER

“Gaming and movies are such a
pleasure.” — customer review on

richersounds.com. 499
5 year Supercare £49.95
Dolby Atmos upgradable £ 095

SONY STRDN1050 AV RECEIVER
& TANNOY HTS1015.1
SPEAKER PACKAGE

"This is a seriously good midrange amp that
balances muscle and subtlety with stacks of
features at a good price" and "this Tannoy package
is perfectly formed with an open sound and good
integration" — What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision magazine
of these award-winning products.

5 year Supercare £69.90
Call for individual unit prices

€3 Bluetooth®

699

We can help you build your
perfect system.

PIONEER BDPLX58 BLU-RAY
PLAYER & SCLX58 AV RECEIVER
& CAMBRIDGE AUDIO AERO

5.1 SPEAKER PACKAGE

Movies sound incredible when played through

a phenomenal surround sound set-up from two
manufacturers at the top of their game. Now with
a great saving, too!

TSP £3498.75 | 5 year Supercare £299.95

Dolby Atmos upgradable

Call for individual unit prices

Upgrade to SCLX88 for only £500 more.

€) Bluetooth’
[al

AirPlay




richersounns Free 5 Year Guarantee

VI P C LU B On all TVs & Projectors

We’re Open For You, 8am - 8pm

FREE FOI’ ALL customers tojoin and VIP Club members can book demos/shop by appointment between these times, Mon - Fri.

comprises a fantastic set of free privileges... Special Vi P-Only Discounts

SIGN UP IN-STORE OR ONLINE IN SECONDS ..in our catalogue, on our website, in-store and in our emails,
WITH JUST AN EMAIL ADDRESS. plus an extra 10% off all marked Clearance prices.

The UK's lowest prices on AV separates We've got loads more bargains

in-store and online.

LOWEST LOWEST LOWEST
PRICE PRICE PRICE
GUARANTEED GUARANTEED GUARANTEED

) & }}) *}))

>
SONY BDPS5200 SONY BDPS7200 4Kureay ~ PANASONIC DMPBDT700
SMART 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER SMART 4K 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER UPSGALING — SMART 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER Human

“It's a top quality, entry-level Blu-ray player.” “Serves up a classy picture and stunning “A premium Blu-ray player for a premium

- What Hi-Fi? S&V mag. sound.” — What Hi-Fi? S&V mag. hcg/nhe me?g sésgem»
5 year Supercare £9.99 £ 5 year Supercare £19.90 £ = What Hi-Fi mag. £
Also with multi-region DVD Playback £94 Also with multi-region DVD Playback £209 5 year Supercare £44.90

LOWEST LOWEST LOWEST
PRICE PRICE PRICE
GUARANTEED GUARANTEED GUARANTEED
)
ith FREE 1m QED } o

Pvzzlf?l:lr::;\:g:ég:iscal } ; } 2 > 2 9 BluetOOth

9 Bluetooth’ h CANTON DM75 SOUNDBASE 9 B " v HA YSP2500 SOUNDBAR
“Clearer, bigger and more powerful uetooth’ AMAI

Q ACOUSTICS M4 SOUNDBAR sounding... the DM75 is a worthy “Looks amazing, and features wireless

“Sensibly priced and sounds fantastic.” alternative for larger TVs.” subwoofer and Bluetooth connectivity.”
- What Hi-Fi? S&V mag. — What Hi-Fi? S&V mag. - customer review on richersounds.com.
5 year Supercare only £39.90 £ 5 year Supercare only £49.90 £ 5 year Supercare £79.90 £

LOWEST ) LOWEST SAVE
PRICE ) 2 Sl PRICE <100

GUARANTEED GUARANTEED

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO AERO
Q ACOUSTICS Q2000i S— DALI ZENSOR 15.1 3 §1SZEAKERPIA1%|§AGE p .
5.1 SPEAKER PACKAGE Il 5.1 SPEAKER PACKAGE %> St Sapetcare onlv 10% 2
“A must-hear... works as Caa Gl “still the finest-sounding Also available in walnut VIP CLUB PRICE

well with music as it does surround sound package REGULAR PRICE
with home cinema.” 649 available for this money.” 9 19
- What Hi-Fi? S&V mag. — What Hi-Fi? S&V mag. 1" 99
5 year Supercare £64.95 £ .95 5 year Supercare £97.90 £ £ 080 ! 095

[}
In-store By Phone Online
@ Enjoy specialist advice, demo Call us on 0333 900 0093. Lines are open Browse our extensive selection
rooms, install services and 9am-6pm Mon-Fri, 10-5 Sat & 12-4 Sun for the at www.richersounds.com with
take your bargains home today! UK's sharpest prices and next day delivery. the best prices online - guaranteed!
London Demo rooms and installers in every one of our 53 stores!
Bath Cardiff Guildford NEW London Kingston Milton Keynes Prestwich Stockport
0333 900 0088 0333 900 0029 0333 900 0050 LOCATION - 0333 900 0040 0333 900 0054 0333 900 0042 0333 900 0022
Belfast Cheltenham Hanley London Bridge London Southgate Newcastle Reading Tunbridge Wells
0333 900 0070 0333 900 0057 0333 900 0060 0333 900 0021 0333 900 0085 0333 900 0032 0333 900 0044 0333 900 0082
Birmingham Chester Hull London Bromley Swiss Cottage Norwich Reigate Watford
Y 0333 900 0023 0333 900 0063 0333 900 0059 0333 900 0051 0333 900 0031 0333 900 0046 0333 900 0081 0333 900 0037
Bournemouth Eton Leeds London Chelsea London West End Nottingham Romford Weybridge
0333 900 0058 0333 900 0087 0333 900 0025 0333 900 0027 0333 900 0028 0333 900 0035 0333 900 0041 0333 900 0083
Brighton Edinburgh Leicester London Chiswick  Manchester Oxford Sheffield York
0333 900 0039 0333 900 0026 0333 900 0043 0333 900 0055 0333 900 0086 0333 900 0052 0333 900 0034 0333 900 0084
Bristol Exeter Lichfield London City Maidstone Plymouth Solihull Customer Service
0333 900 0024 0333 900 0061 0333 900 0089 0333 900 0045 0333 900 0062 0333 900 0047 0333 900 0090 0333 900 0095
Cambridge Glasgow Liverpool London Croydon Middlesbrough Preston Southampton
0333 900 0053 0333 900 0038 0333 900 0030 0333 900 0033 0333 900 0096 0333 900 0080 0333 900 0036

£10 OFF £50 OFF £1OO OFF Simply cut out & present this voucher at your
local store to claim any or all the offers.

Expires 16.12.14. This voucher is non transferable. Only 1 voucher per customer/transaction. Not

exchangeable for cash. Defaced, torn or photocopied vouchers will not be accepted.

First come, first served basis. Not valid in conjunction with any other offer/promotion.
Hi-fi speaker offer applies to passive speakers only. Excludes Sonos & Monitor Audio.

WHEN YOU SPENDOVER£100  ANY HI-FI SPEAKERS (PAIR)  ANY HOME CINEMA OR HI-FI
OVER £200 INSTALLATION OVER £1500

oo(orooo.o--ccoooooo.

000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000080000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000s0scsscssssossnses

Some of these offers are exclusive to WHF? S&V magazine readers. Please quote this ad when e
calling. While stocks last. Available from 16th November 2014 - 16th December 2014
All trademarks are acknowledged. E&OE. All featured products strictly 1 per customer/household. Some offers may be for in-store callers only. All stock is . .
brand new in sealed containers and fully guaranteed for one year unless clearly stated otherwise. 1000s MORE BARGAINS IN-STORE! TSP = Typical Seliing Price [TSPs

are based on information supplied by WHF? S&V magazine, manufacturers, Hi-Fi Choice, Home Cinema Choice, T3 & What Video. Further information available on 03 NUMBERS ARE NOT PREMIUM RATE NUMBERS! 03 numbers connect you directy o the store you call and are charged at the same rae as you are charged for
request] “Our VIP club is completely FREE for ALL customers. Sign up in-store or online in seconds with just an email address. numbers starting 01 and 02. 03 numbers are included in all bunde rates for mobile phones and landiines;
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Theshortlist
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CDplayers

Integrated
Transport

=r 1

Marantz CD6005
Awards 2014: Best CD Player up to £500

Product

Up to £500
Cambridge Audio Azur 351C
Cambridge Audio Azur 651C
Marantz CD6004
Marantz CD6005
Sansui CDD-201V

£500-£1000
Arcam FM) CD17
Audiolab 8200CD
Audiolab 8200CDQ
NAD C 546BEE
Cyrus CDTransport
Cyrus CD6 SE2
Naim CD5si
Pioneer PD-50
RegaApollo-R
Roksan Kandy K2
Yamaha CD-52000

£1000 and above
Audio Research CD6
Burmester 069
Cambridge Audio Azur851C
Copland CDA825
Cyrus CD 8 SE2
Cyrus CDi
EsotericK-05
Leema Antila IS Eco
Musical Fidelity M6CD
Naim CD5XS
Naim CD555/555PS
Naim CDX2
Parasound Halo CD1
Primare CD32
Roksan Caspian M2 CD
T+AMP 3000 HV
Yamaha CD-53000

August 2013

128 wwwwhathifi.com

£ Tested

300 11.12/FT
450 03.12/FT
300 01.12/ST
350 10.13/FT
200 10.12/FT
650 06.12/ST
800 03.14/GT
950 09.11/FT
500 10.12/FT
750 01.12/ST
700 06.12/ST
995 10.14/GT
500 09.13/FT
550 06.12/ST
900 06.12/ST
979 03.09/GT
8050 08.14/FT
35840 11.13/FT
1200 Aw.12/FT
4298 05.13/FT
1200 09.12/FT
1050 03.14/GT
7495 01.14/FT
2995 09.11/FT
2100 08.13/FT
1950 Aw.09/FT
18345 10.09/FT
3640 02.10/FT
5000 07.13/FT
2200 04.11/FT
1695 Aw.10/FT
7900 12.13/FT
3500 10.14/GT

Has both a CD mechanism and digital-to-analogue conversion tech
Needs an outboard DAC but can deliver a higher standard of sound

Verdict

Awards 2014: Best CD Player £500-£1500

Cyrus CDi

Aworthyrival to the Award-winning Marantz CD6004
Aspacious sounding disc spinner

Best CD player up to £500, Awards 2012

Best CD player up to £500, Awards 2014

Sensibly priced, but not quite an all-rounder

Basicon features, but capable enough

Best CD player £500-£1000, Awards 2012

Improves on the sky-high performance of the 8200CD
Talented but struggles against the more enjoyable budget Marantz
Animpressive and affordable CD transport

Subtly upgraded, with worthwhile results

Best CD player £500-£1500, Awards 2013

Worth considering but this SACD player doesn’t quite engage
Admirable, but lacks some cohesion

Bigand powerful, with an entertaining sound

Abeautiful object that’s involving to listen to

In the market for a top-class CD player? This could be the one

Quite possibly the best CD player money can buy

Impressive sonic presentation but a touch too clinical for our tastes
Ahugely capable player with stunning sound quality

BestCD player £1000-£1500, Awards 2012

Best CD player £500-£1500, Awards 2014. Product of the Year
Agreat place to start... ifyou’re looking foryour final disc-player
The already good Antila goes up another level in performance

Its powerful, yet refined sound will appeal to many, a fine performer
It’s an excellent CD player, but faces stiff competition

The CD555/555PS has a hefty price tag, but a classy performance
The tweaked CDX2 remains a fine proposition

Not cheap butit’s a fine CD player with an idiosyncratic design

It’s massively detailed, but not as engaging as we’d like

Best CD player £1500+ Awards 2014

Aclassy multi-source player that delivers high-quality sound

An understated player that lets the music take centre stage

L —

Integrated

Transport

Co-axial out
Optical out
XLRout
RCAout

-
-
-

Headphone out
Co-axialin
Opticalin

=
Roksan Caspian M2 CD
Awards 2014: Best CD Player £1500+

AES/EBUin
USBin

=3

“The Musical Fidelity M6CD is a fine player. It may not be a complete sonic all-

rounder but there's enough here to appeal to a wide range of people”

Finishes

-

~

~

-

~

~

~

-

~

~

[N

-

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

9x43x31

9x43x31

11x44x34

11x44x34

7x43x28

9x43x29

8x44x30

8x44x30

9x44x31

8x22x36

8x22x36

7x43x30

13x44x33

9x22x32

10x43x38

14x44x44

13x48x31

16x45x34

12x43x34

10x43x39

8x22x36

7x22x36

13x45x36

11x44x31

13x44x39

7x43x30

11x43x31

9x43x31

11x44x35

11x43x38

8x43x33

11x43x35

14x44x44

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com



DACs

Digital-to-analogue converters take a digital data stream from their source (such as a computer
or CD transport) and turns it into an analogue signal that your amplifier can work with. These devices
have become more popular in recent years due to the emergence of computer-based audio

Theshortlist
Audioquest DragonFly vi.2

Awards 2014: Best DACup to £300

Product

Up to £500
Arcam airDAC
Arcam irDAC
Arcam irDACWireless
Arcam miniBlink
Arcam rPAC
Audioengine D1
Audioquest DragonFly
Audioquest DragonFlyv1.2
Belkin Song Stream BTHD
Camb. Audio DacMagic 100
Camb. Audio DacMagic Plus
Camb. Audio DacMagicXS
Crystal Acoustics BluDAC
Denon DA-300USB
Furutech ADL GT 40

400
400
380
90

150
150
215
130
50

200
350

60
330
400

Focal Universal Wireless Receiv. 85

HRT Headstreamer

HRT microStreamer

LH Labs Geek Out
Meridian Director
Meridian Explorer DAC
Micromega MyDAC
Musical Fidelity V-90 DAC
NAD DAC1

NAD D 1050

Pro-Ject DACBox DS

£500-£1000
Audiolab M-DAC
Cambridge Audio Azur 851D
Chord Chordette QuteHD
Chord Electronics Qute Ex
Rega DAC
Musical Fidelity M1SDAC
Parasound Zdac
Rotel RDD-1580
Sony UDA-1

£1000 and above

Aesthetix Romulus

Antelope Zodiac Gold/Voltikus

Audio Research DAC8

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com

145
180
200
450
250
260
200
295
400
299

600
1000
990
990
500
800
500
600
500

6500
3100
4698

Tested

06.14/GT
11.13/FT
09.12/GT
05.14/GT
04.13/ST
05.12/FT
07.13/GT
02.14/GT
05.14/GT
06.12/FT
07.13/GT
02.14/GT
05.14/GT
06.14/GT
06.11/FT
05.14/GT
02.12/FT
07.13/GT
09.14/FT
11.13/GT
07.13/GT
04.13/ST
12.13/FT
01.12/ST
06.14/GT
07.13/GT

08.13/GT
07.14/GT
07.13/GT
Aw.14/FT
07.13/GT
08.13/FT
11.13/GT
05.14/FT
01.14/FT

06.14/GT
07.13/GT
07.13/GT

Verdict

LTIl
[N NN
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ArcamirDAC
Awards 2014: Best DAC£300-£500

Not as good as the irDACbut delivers good sound on a budget

Best DAC£300-£500, Awards 2014

No longer the default choice at the money, still very much a contender
Best Bluetooth receiver, Awards 2014. Accesories Product of the Year
More desirable alternatives, but the rPACstill has plenty of merit
ADACand headphone amp with afine sound

Best DACup to £300, Awards 2012

Best DACup to £300, Awards 2014. Product of the Year

Asolid performer for the price

An affordable, fine looking and listenable DAC

Better sound and features than the original - but pricey

Drops down a star but still a delightful little device

Doesn’t quite have the finesse of others but this is still a real entertainer
Soft bass detracts from what is otherwise a great first DAC from Denon
Cables & Accessories, Awards 2011. Product of the Year

Averytalented performer that comes with a few quirks
Aneatheadphone amp and DAC combination

Best DACup to £300, Awards 2013

Aclever little device that’s a solid performer

Packs a sonic punch but lacks the swagger found in others

The Explorer’s design and assured sonic performance makes it a top contender
Ifyou like your musicto have an attacking edge, then this DAC’s foryou
Awell-featured DACthat’s a little too relaxed in its sound

Agood, though not exceptional, wireless DAC

Forthose looking for a desktop DAC, the NAD D 1050 is a brilliant box of tricks
Asolid performer but doesn’t excelin anyarea

Best DAC£500-£700, Awards 2014

Afine DAG, even ifit can’t scale the heights of the class leaders

Best DAC£700-£1000, Awards 2013

Best DAC£700-£1000, Awards 2014

Beefy build; natural, unforced, dynamicand detailed sound

Animpressive spec list but performance is trumped by cheaper rivals

The Zdacproduces alively, likable sound

Plenty to be impressed with, but the poor quality of its USB input holds it back

Not the most musically exciting DAC, but an excellent choice for desktop users

Afine performer that draws in the listener with a smooth and elegant sound
Unigue and appealing, it just misses out on a fifth star
Pricey, but as organic-sounding as you can get

o

USBin

Opticalin

Co-axialin

AESEBUin
HDMIin

Wireless

Headphone out

RCAout

1

1

1

=
Chord Hugo
Awards 2014: Best DAC£1000+

Balanced XLR out

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

0 4x19x12

1

1

1

4x12x19
4x16x11
2.5x3x4
3x10x6
3x9x10
6x2x1
6x2x1
nfa
5x11x13
5x22x19
5x3x1
6.5%7.5x2
6x17x18
6x15x11
nfa
3x6x7
1x3x6
1.3x3.5x6.7
3x14x8
2x3x10
2x3x10
5x17x10
4x14x7
19x6x21

7x10x14

6x25x25
12x43x36
7x16x4
7x16x4
8x22x27
10x22x31
5x22x26
5.5x43x32

7x23x26

11x46x45
11x17x19

13x48x25
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Turntables | DACs

Product

£1000 and above
Arcam FM) D33
Benchmark DACHGC
Bricasti Design M1 DAC
Bryston BDA-1 DAC
Burmester113
Chord QBD76 HDSD
Chord Hugo
dCS Debussy
Mclntosh D100
Musical Fidelity M6 DAC
NAD M51
Naim DAC
Naim DAC-V1
T+ADAC8

Theshortlist

o

2000
1750
7000
2350
2300
4995
1400
7930
3000
2000
1500
2150
1250
1250

Tested

07.13/GT
11.14/FT
03.14/FT
06.11/FT
07.13/GT
07.13/GT
07.14/GT
07.13/GT
06.13/GT
07.13/GT
07.13/GT
07.13/GT
07.14/GT
09.13/FT

Verdict

[EEE NN

Turntables

Turntable

Tonearm

Cartridge

=

Pro-Ject Essentialll
Awards 2014: Best Turntable up to £400

Product
Upto £1000

Audio Technica AT-LP1240USB 500

Edwards Audio TT1

Pro-Ject Elemental

Pro-Ject Essential Il

Pro-Ject 2-Xperience Basic+
Pro-Ject 2Xperience Classic
Pro-Ject Debut Carbon
RegaRP1

Rega RP1 Performance Pack
Rega RP3/Elys2

£1000 and above
Clearaudio Concept
Clearaudio Emotion SE

380
150
210
600
750
300
225
300
550

1000
2110

Clearaudio Ovation/Tali. V2 Gold 5995

Clearaudio Performance SE
Kronos Turntable

Kuzma Stabi S/Stogi S

Linn Majik LP12

Michell Gyro. SE/TecnoArm A
Michell Orbe SE/Tecnoarm A
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2660
30000
2940
2350
1478
2675

Tested

10.14/GT
11.11/FT
04.14/FT
Aw.13/FT
Aw.11/FT
12.10/FT
10.14/GT
Aw.10/FT
10.14/GT
10.14/GT

Aw.14/FT
11.09/FT
04.14/FT
08.12/FT
07.14/FT
04.10/FT
03.09/FT
09.08/FT
01.09/FT

Awell-equipped DAC, but not the best in class

Ahugely capable DACbut there are cheaper contenders out there
An understated but deeply talented performer. Thoroughly impressive
Agreat sounding DACwith appealing build quality

Smalland unassuming but packs a seriously exciting sound
Atop-class, visually appealing DAC that delivers brilliant sound
Best DAC£1000+, Awards 2014

Worth every penny of its asking price

Asolid and entertainer performer. Well featured, too

Amighty performer but its price and competition rob it of a fifth star
Best DAC£1200+, Awards 2012

Flexible, fine sounding and future-proof. The Naim is some DAC
Best DAC£1000+, Awards 2013

Beautifully engineered with a great sound to boot

The main part of the player that actually spins the record
The component that carries the cartridge across the record surface
Turns the information in the record groove into sound

Verdict

(EE NN
[

Awards 2014: Best Turntable £400-£800

RegaRP3/Elys2

Acompetentturntable than could do with more subtlety sound-wise
Atempting alternative to the class-leaders at this price

Atop-class budget deck from Pro-Ject

Best turntable up to £400, Awards 2014

Fuss-free package with a strikingly clear sound

Afine deck that’s worth auditioning

It’s been a fewyears but the Carbon is still a tempting proposition
Best turntable up to £400, Awards 2011

Ablindingly good turntable for the price

Best turntable £400-£800, Awards 2014. Product of the Year

Best turntable £800+, Awards 2014

Forthe money, this is an excellent performer

Beautifully made and a pleasure to use. Afantastic performer
Quality engineering and top-class sound

Not perfect, butan incredibly tempting piece of kit nonetheless
Aworthy alternative to the Michell Orbe

The LP12 offers great value for money with no compromise
Packs a sublime punch - it makes listening a pleasure

Don’t buy anything without hearing this deck first
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Clearaudio Concept
Awards 2014: Best Turntable £800+
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TURNTABLES continued

Product £ Tested
Origin Live Calypso package 2440 12.11/FT
Pro-Ject 2 Xperience X-Pack 1000 08.10/GT
P’Ject Xten./Ortof. RS-309D 4000 07.09/FT
Rega RP6/Exact 1000 11.12/FT
Roksan Radius 5.2 1375 Aw.09/FT
Roksan Xerxes 20 Plus (Pack) 6275 10.08/FT
Thorens TD160HD/TP250 1560 10.08/GT
ThorensTD309 1250 06.10/FT
Townshend Rock 7 1500 09.09/FT

Radios

DAB

Internet

Theshortlist
PureEvoke D2

Awards 2014: BestRadioupto £100

Product f Tested
Upto£100
Aves Air 50 09.13/GT
iLuvVibro Classicll 50 11.12/GT
Pure Digital Elan I 99 01.10/GT
Pure Digital Move 2500 90 11.11/FT
Pure Digital Move 400D 90 11.12/GT
Pure Digital One Classicll 65 Aw.11/FT
Pure Evoke D2 85 09.13/GT
Q2 Internet radio 90 03.11/FT
Roberts Duologic 75 01.10/GT
View Quest WiFi200 80 01.11/FT
£100 and above

Geneva World Radio DAB+ 270 09.13/GT
Philips Original Radio Mini 110 09.13/GT
Pure Evoke D4 with Bluetooth 150 08.14/FT
Pure Digital Evoke Flow 150 05.10/GT
Pure Digital Evoke-1S Marshall 120 01.11/FT
Pure Evoke F4 180 Aw.13/FT
Pure Digital Oasis Flow 170 09.10/FT
Pure Digital One Flow 100 11.12/GT
Pure Digital Sensia 250 01.10/FT
Revo AXiS XS 200 11.12/GT
Revo AXiS X3 200 01.14/FT
Revo Domino D3 170 05.10/GT
Revo Heritage 230 03.10/FT
Revo Pixis 100 09.13/GT
Revo SuperConnect 250 09.14/FT
Roberts Revival Cath Kidston 200 01.11/GT

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com

Verdict
[
LTIl
[CITT1
[TTTTT1

Impressive package, but lacks some attention to detail
Precision and integration to keep itamong the top players
Proves Pro-ject can compete at all price levels

Bestturntable £800+, Awards 2013

Best turntable £1200+, Awards 2010. Superb performance
Atruly exceptional turntable

Oneofthe best at this price

TheTD309is a good deck, butit’snoTD160HD on the cheap
It's gotits quirks, but it’s great value for the money

Digital radio signal that now offers coverage across most of the UK
Allows you to listen to thousands of radio stations from around the world

Verdict

Roberts Stream 93i
Awards 2014: Best Radio £100-£200

Aneat, lightweight radio that’s fine for listening on the go

Up-to-date compatibility with Apple devices, but at an old-school price
Classyand natural - another joy from Pure

Agreat performerin the right circumstances

Perfect for on-the-go casual listening, but not as your main home radio
An upgrade of an established favourite

Best Radio up to £100, Awards 2014

No-frills wi-fi radio that sounds great for its size

Userfriendly and sleek — with great sound

Ahandy, portable wi-fiinternet radio

Best Radio £200+, Awards 2013

Terrificsound and features makes this radio an appealing buy
Adecentradio that doesn’t sound as good as some of its stablemates
Internetand DAB-capable radio that’s a delight to use and listen to
Aquirkyand appealing style classic

BestRadio £100-£200, Awards 2013

Weatherproof, butits sound-per-pound ratio can be bettered

Best Internet Radio up to £150, Awards 2012

Plentyto offer: add to your shortlist of portable internet radios
Best Internet Radio £150+, Awards 2012

Great radio and a nice little streamer

There’s lots to like here, but sound is a bit bottom-heavy

Beyond reproach on paper, but comes up a bit short with sound

Adecent rather than ground-breaking effort from Revo. Worth an audition

Best Radio £200+, Awards 2014
Cath Kidston’s flower-powerversion of this fine sounding radio
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o o . o 8 15x45x37
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e o e o e o 2 13x47x43
e o . 1 15x40x34
Revo Superconnect
Awards 2014: Best Radio £200+
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3 7x23x8
e o e 16x28x9
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e o ® 15x21x7
e o e e 10x10x10
o o °  15x25x83
e e 73x125x23
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o o . 18x27x12
o o 23x16x12
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RADIOS continued

Product £ Tested Verdict gz
£100 and above
Roberts Stream 83i 150 05.10/GT [0 1 | Goodinmostareas, butthe 83ineeds a more balanced sound o o
Roberts Stream 93i 150 11.14/FT [T I TTT1 BestRadio£f100-£200, Awards 2014. Product of the Year o o
Ruark Audio R1 MKII 160 11.12/GT [T T I 11 BestDAB/FM radio, Awards 2012 e o
Tivoli Albergo+ 200 02.14/FT [TIT1 1 I Ontheexpensiveside, butaneat unitnonetheless o o
Tivoli Model 10+ 160 09.13/GT [T 1 | Agood table-top offering at an affordable price o o
View Quest Retro 1 100 12.11/GT [TTTTT1 Aneat,talented portable radio that deserves an audition o o
- -
Hi-fispeakers
Standmounters Usually smaller speakers that need to be put on a stand, not bookshelves
Floorstanders Larger speakers that tend to go louder and deeper than standmounters
Powered Have built-in amplifiers and need mains power to work
Theshortlist
Wharfedale Diamond 220 B&W 68552 ATCSCMT
Awards 2014: Best Stereo Speaker up to £200 Awards 2014: Best Standmounter £400-£800 Awards 2014: Best Standmounter up tp £1200+
“Ifyou’re looking for the finest budget “They’re the speakers we’d putontogetour | “ThenewSCM11sareadrasticimprovement
speakeraround the Diamond 220s are friends into hi-fi, and we can’t think of a better | overanalreadytalented performance, and
agreat place to start.” reason to recommend the new B&W 685s.”

Also consider

Product £
Upto £200
Acoustic Energy Compact 1 150
Audioengine P4 183
Cambridge Audio SX-50 130
Mission MX1 150
QAcoustics 2010i 120
QAcoustics 2020i 170
SoundScience Frankenspiel FS-1 130
SoundScience QSB 85
£200-£500

AcousticEnergy Neo OneV2 210
AcousticEnergy 301 425
Audioengine A5+ 290
Audio ProAddon T8 250
Bose Companion 20 200
Bose Computer MusicMonitor 250
Boston Acoustics A-25 200
Boston Acoustics A-26 260
B&W 685 400
B&W MM-1 399
Cambridge Audio SLA-25 200
Cambridge Audio SX-60 200
Castle Knight 2 400
Dali Lektor 1 250
Dali Lektor 2 299
Dali Lektor 3 450
Dali Zensor 1 200

132 wwwwhathificom

Tested

10.11/FT
02.10/FT
04.14/ST
06.11/GT
07.12/GT
04.14/ST
07.12/ST
04.11/FT

08.11/GT
06.13/GT
07.12/GT
06.14/ST
05.13/GT
09.13/GT
08.11/GT
01.12/ST
06.13/GT
07.12/GT
05.12/GT
09.13/FT
02.11/GT
10.09/GT
03.10/GT
08.09/GT
04.14/ST

Verdict

Stylish looks meet grown-up performance

Smallin size, huge in sound: a must-audition pair

Full of zip and gusto, the SX-50s are excellent value for money

Best stereo speakers up to £150, Awards 2010. Areal return to form from Mission
Setthe standard at this price and size level

Best stereo speakers up to £200, Awards 2013

Best Budget desktop speakers, Awards 2011

Compact, clever and with a big detailed sound

Real abilityin most areas but they don’t quite gel

Very good speakers for the money, definitely worthy of consideration
Bigger, betterand more flexible than the originals

Punchyand energetic, these beautifully built speakers aren’t perfect but they are enjoyable
Solid, reliable speakers for buyers on a tight budget

Enjoyable sound for a speaker this small

Classyand likeable speakers

Abeautifully accomplished standmounter

Great Award-winning speakers from B&W. Just edged out by newer rivals
Stillgood, but there’s better available

Notatall bad, but some rivals are better

Impressive speakers but they could do with more refinement

Good, but not as adapatable as we’d like

As musically enjoyable as you’ll buy at this price

Seriously entertaining speakers and simply stunning at this money
Biggerisn’talways better, as the Lektor 3s prove

[T I 11 Thesebrilliant budget standmounters demand a listen

Standmount

Floorstander

MW

Powered

Internet
Battery

Finishes

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

21x25x13
21x24x13
18x13x14
11x19x11
20x12x12

16x28x9

they have the good looks to match.”

Dimensions
(hwd,cm)

22x15x20

23x14x17

23x16x24

28x17x26

23x20x15

26x17x28

9x9x9

85x85x85

36x18x23

30x19x25

27x18x20

16x10x14

22x9x12

12x7x12

27x18x23

33x21x27

34x20x33

17x10x10

22x15x18

34x20x27

38x20x34

26x15x21

31x18x22

39x20x26

27x16x22

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com



SPEAKERS continued

Product

DaliZensor 3

EB Acoustics EB1

Epos Epic1

Focal Chorus 706V
Focal XS Book

Focal XS Book Wireless
KEF Q300

Leema Xero

Monitor Audio Bronze BX 1
Monitor Audio Bronze BX2
Monitor Audio Silver RX1
Mordaunt-Short Aviano 1XR
Mission MX2

Mission MX3

Pioneer S-CN301-LR
QAcoustics Concept 20
QAcoustics Q-BT3
QAcoustics 2050i

Quad 11L Classic

Ruark Audio MR1
TangentEvo 5

Tannoy MercuryV1i
Tannoy Mercury V4
Tannoy Mercury V4i
Tannoy Revolution DC4
Tannoy Revolution DC6
Triangle Color
Wharfedale Diamond 121
Wharfedale Diamond 220

£500-£1500
Acoustic Energy AE1 Classic
Acoustic Energy AE22 Active
Audio ProLV2e
Audiovector Ki1 Super
Audiovector Ki3 Standard
ATCSCM11
AVIADMSY.1
B&W 68352
B&W 68552
B&W(CM8
Cabasse Minorca MC40
Cambridge Audio Aeromax 6
Dalilkon 1 MK2

300
470
325
390
300
300
450
495
200
250
425
250
200
350
200
350
350
460
330
300
200
150
380
400
380
400
470
230
200

1000
899
700
800
1200
1200
1125
1150
500
1250
720
900
530

Tested Verdict

10.14/GT [TTTTT1 Ifitsentertainmentyou crave, then these standmounters deliver in spades
08.09/GT [TTTTT1 Youllhavetroublefaulting these nifty standmounters

04.11/FT [CTTT 11 | Punchyandexciting buttheycan’t deliverall-round ability

03.11/FT [T | Thoroughly enjoyable but they may not cut it with dance music

07.12/GT [TTTTT1 Apotent-sounding speakerthat brings hi-fi listening toyour desktop
10.13/FT [T 1 1 Stacksofdetail but not quite the measure of their rivals

06.13/GT [LTTT 11 ! Notquiteatthetopanymore, butstill fine, engaging standmounters
07.08/GT [T T T 11 Notatrueall-rounder, butloaded with talent

05.11/FT [TII01 ! Stylishasyoulike, butnotthe complete article

07.12/ST [T I T I T Beststereospeakers£200-£350, Awards 2012

06.13/GT [TTT 11 Well-madeandrefined speakers, just lacking the flexibility of its rivals
01.12/ST [T ! Stillgreat, buttherivals have caught up

08.11/GT CITTT1 1 | Dynamicenough but maybe too exciting

11.11/GT [TITTITT Peppyandcommunicative floorstanders

04.14/ST LTTT 11 ! Polished,insightfuland appealing

10.13/GT [TTTTT1 Beststereospeakers£200-£400, Awards 2014

06.14/ST [TITTTT1 Therearefew productsasversatile and as easyto like as the Q-BT3s at this price
07.13/GT LTTTT T Bestfloorstanderupto£600, Awards 2014

Aw.10/FT LTI 11 ! Impressivestandmounters butlacka touch of sparkle

06.14/ST [TTTTT1 Bestdesktopspeakers, Awards 2014

05.09/FT [CITTT01 1 Considered, grown-upandasupremely easy listen

04.14/ST LTI 011 Astylish, self-assured pair of speakers that are well worth auditioning
07.12/GT [T TI T Bestfloorstander £350-£700,Awards 2011

01.14/FT [TTT 11 ! Anexctingand punchylisten, butitcomeswith compromises

06.13/GT LTI T | Wellworth consideringifyour listening room isn’t too big

10.12/GT [TTTTTT Beststandmounter £350-£700, Awards 2012

06.11/FT [TITTTT1 Smallbutperfectlyformed

10.13/GT [TTTTT1 Fabuloussound.Forinsightand entertainment, the 121s needn’t fear anyrival
Aw.14/FT [TTTTT1 Beststereospeakersupto£200,Awards 2014

07.11/GT [TTT 11 | Aclassicyes, butnotthe bestaround

07.12/GT [TTTTT] Talentedactive speakers not easily matched

09.12/FT [T 1 | Wireless desktop speakers with a hi-fi flourish

04.12/GT LTI 111 Thesepint-sized speakers lack far-reaching dynamics, but are easy to live with
03.12/FT [TTT 11 | Packedwithresolutionand speed

Aw.13/FT [TTTTT1 Beststandmounterup to£1200, Awards 2014

07.12/GT [TTTTT1 Asimplewaytomakethe mostofyour music

10.14/GT [ITITTTTT1 Bestfloorstander £600-£1200, Awards 2014

10.14/GT [T T TTT11 Beststandmounter£400-£800, Awards 2014. Product of the Year
08.11/FT [CITT0T | Stunningin some ways but not the last word in integration

02.11/FT LTI 01 Idealforthosewho like finger-snapping ability

10.14/FT LTTT 11! Lotsofpotential with these speakers, howevertheystrugglein afew areas
05.14/GT [TTTTT1 Hugesoundandgoodtiming, these Dalis are heartily recommended

Spendor A6Rr

Setting the Standard

The A6Rs truly are a stunning achievement
What Hi-Fi Awards 2014

An outstanding pair of speakers that deliver detail and dynamic

punch in spades
What Hi-Fi Feb 2014

One of the very best mid-price floorstanders around
Hi-Fi Choice Feb 2014

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com
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o 4 35x19x26
. 6 31x19x24
. 1 28x18x27
. 4 34x21x31
o 4 82x17x34
. 1 23x14x22
° 2 26x17x28
. 4 31x19x24
. 4 100x32x27
o 4 31x19x24
. 3 17x13x14
o 2 23x15x20
o 2 30x17x26
Ld 2 97x20x28
3 1 100x20x28
o 2 27x15x16
. 1 36.5x20x25
. 3 29x17x24
. 7 32x17x23
. 4 50x32x41
o 2 30x18x26
o 1 25x35x30
3 98x14x24
o 5 98x14x24
Ld 5 98x14x24
. 2 38x21x25
L d 5 30x20x26
o 2 99x19x36
° 2 35x19x32
L 4 96x25x30
. 2 40x23x28
o 2 98x24x34
o 3 33x15x26
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g Product £ Tested Verdict § é 5 E g E
((+] £500-£1500
d) Dali lkon 6 MK2 1200 09.10/FT [III0 1 | Cleaner, clearerand more insightful than its forerunner 3 100x19x36
Q- Dali Lektor 6 750 12.08/FT [TTT 11 ! Onlythebass stopsthese good speakers becoming great - 3 26x16x14
lﬂ Dali Lektor 8 1200 04.10/FT [TITI1 ! Likeableaslongasyou can live with the size and bass - 2 106x27x37
(™ Dali Mentor Menuet 900 07.12/ST [TTTTT1 TheseMenuetsaresomethingofagem . 2 25x15x23
|L Dali Zensor 5 549 11.11/GT [TTT 11! Compactandaffordable floorstanders - 2 84x16x27
: Dali Zensor 7 729 06.12/FT LTI 11 ! Notflawless, but musical and enjoyable performers - 3 9813l
Dynaudio DM 2/6 535 02.10/FT [TTTTT1 Beststereospeakers £300-£600, Awards 2010. Just the right amount of sparkle at the top end . 2 29x17x24
Dynaudio DM 2/7 600 08.09/GT [T TTT1 Aseriouslycompetitive speaker at this price point . 1 360227
Dynaudio DM3/7 1300 01.11/FT [T 11 Plentyofpositivesinthis mid-range floorstander - 2 96x20x27
Dynaudio Excite X14 945 12.13/ST [TTT 11 ! Acrispandcleansoundisshortchanged bya lack of versatility - 29x17x26
Dynaudio Xeo 3 1365 07.12/ST [TITTT] Versatilewireless speakers . 2 284726
EB Acoustics EB2 669 09.10/GT [TTTTT1 Remarkable performersthatshould worry the competition . 2 45x23x30
Eclipse TD508 Mk3 960 10.13/GT [T T I T Notanall-rounder, butstillaratherspecial speaker . 3 20x18x27
Edwards Audio SP1 550 12.12/FT CIIT0 T | Enjoyable performers but up against top-quality competition at this price level . 4 317x25
ElacBS243 1050 07.11/GT [T 1 | Thesestandmounters crave excitement . 5 20x17x22
ElacBS 142 600 05.14/GT [CTTT0 1 | Anorganicsoundingand entertaining pair of speakers that are fun to listen to . 1 26x16x26
ElacFS 147 1100 07.14/AT LTI 0 11 Afunsetofspeakersifyou’re after entertainment over analysis - 1 95x22x30
Elipson Planet L 600 02.12/FT LTI 11 Charmingin manyways, with good transparency - 3 40x42x43
Epos Epic5 750 10.12/FT CITTTT | Hugely likeable floorstanders with broad sonicappeal . 2 92132
Epoz AktiMate Blue 600 09.14/FT [TTTTT1 Positionthemwellandyou’ll be rewarded with a lovely, engaging sound . 3 320131
Guru Junior 800 12.13/ST [T T T T 11 Arathermundaneappearanceisexcused bysomeveryexpressive sound . 3 28x18x24
Focal Aria 906 760 12.13/ST [ITTTTTT Forscale, powerand refinement, you won’t find many better - 2 30x30x28
JBLStudio 530 650 07.12/GT [T I T T 11 0ddlooking-butfunsoundingand refined . 1 47x21x22
KEFLS50 800 12.13/ST [T T T 11 Beststandmounter £400-£800,Awards 2013 . 1 30x20x28
KEFR100 600 05.14/GT [TII0 1 ! Stillgreatbutnow surpassed by newer rivals . 4 28x18x29
KEF X300A 600 09.13/FT LTI 11 1 Asmooth, relaxed sound that lacks punch and dynamics . 1 28x18x24
Kudos X2 1450 03.11/GT [CIII01 | Thesefloorstanders have much to recommend them - 6 78x17x21
Leema Xone 995 10.09/FT [CITT0T | Incertainareas nothing else comes close at this pricepoint . 6 85x1dx2l
MAD 1920 1350 09.12/FT [T 1 ! Impressiveand powerful. although not as precise as its peers . 5 28x19x23
Martin Logan Motion 15 795 12.13/ST LTI 11 1 Needsabitmoreauthoritybut letloose in asmaller room they can really sing - 2 29x13x24
Mission SX2 700 04.13/GT [TITTTT1 Dependableand capable, the SX2s product an authoritative sound at a fine price . 5 38x23437
Monitor Audio Bronze BX5 500 07.13/GT LTI | Fine, refined speakers but outclassed by stronger newcomers . 4 85x17x25
Monitor Audio Gold GX50 950 12.13/ST [T 1 ! Stillgoodand still great looking, but loses out to rivals in terms of musical engagement . 5 30x17x26
Monitor Audio Silver 1 500 05.14/FT LTI 11 1 Abitfussywhenitcomesto positioning, the Silver 1s still ooze quality - 6 31x19x26
Monitor Audio Silver 6 1000 12.13/F1 X0 1 TheSilver 6s reveal plenty of detail, but there are better all-rounders out there . 6 89x19x24
Monitor Audio Silver RX2 630 10.12/GT [T ! Alotofspeakeranda lotofsound . 6 37.5x23x30
Monitor Audio Silver RX6 800 12.09/GT [T TTTT1 Asensational productfrom Monitor Audio - detailed, dynamicand very attractive, too - 6 91x28x31
Monitor Audio Silver RX8 1050 06.10/FT LTI 111 Ifyou’readdicted tobass, these floostanders will suityou - 6 96x28x39
Monitor Audio Soundframe1 900 02.12/GT [T | Animpressive alternative to conventional speakers 2 54399
Mordaunt-Short Aviano 6 600 01.10/FT [TTTTT1 Afineall-rounder, with powerand bass in spades, and plenty more besides . 3 95130
Mission MX-5 600 07.12/GT [TTTTT1 Physicallyand sonicallyimpressive - 4 100x25x39
Mission SX1 700 12.12/FT LTI 111 Almostmissionaccomplished. Hugely capable but not as entertaining as the class leaders . 5 31x19x29
Neat lota 695 10.13/GT [T I T Attractive butwith a hefty sound too . 5 13x20x17
Neat Motive 2 945 07.12/GT [T I I 11 Cohesive,authoritative and downright exciting - 4 77x16x20
Neat Motive SX2 1395 07.14/ST [TTTTT1 Greatlittle speakers with only a few small imperfections . 4 77K16x20
Neat Petite SX 1250 01.12/ST [TTTTT]1 Smalland perfectlyformed standmounters . 6 31x20x18
PMCDB1i 1050 12.11/ST [T T Superblydetailed and rewarding small speakers . 4 29x16x23
PMCTwenty 21 1485 10.13/GT [TITTT] Ifyou’relooking foratop-class pairof standmounters, these are well worth a listen . 4 33x15x28
PSBImagine Mini 600 05.14/GT [T 1 | Tinyspeakerswitha surprisingamount of heft. Good for a smaller room . 5 23x14x21
Opera Mezza 850 04.13/GT CLTT 111 Suave-lookingandgood-sounding, butthese don’t possess the sonicassertiveness of some . 3 320033
QAcoustics Concept 40 1000 07.14/ST [TTTTT1 Arefinedand easy-going pair of speakers. They deserve serious consideration . 2 97x17x29
Quad 9AS 600 07.14/FT [T | Adecent pairof speakers but they need more punch and verve . e 3 30x5015
Quad 12L Classic 500 11.11/F1 [TII01 ! There’splentytoadmire here . 4 34x21x28
RegaRS3 780 07.12/GT [T ITIT1 Floorstandersthatare effortless with dynamics - 3 80x22x25
Revolver Music 3 650 06.10/FT [T 11 ! Big boldlooks disguise an easy-going character - 4 39x21x28
Revolver Music5 1300 02.10/FT [TTTTT1 Fineall-rounderswiththe powertofill larger rooms - 4 93x25x32
Ruark Acoustics Sabre Il 899 06.09/GT [TTT11 ! Communicate musicsowelltheydemand to be auditioned . 2 34x20x27
Roksan Kandy K2 TR-5 750 06.09/GT [T T T I T Stunningspeakersthatdeservetobe labelled as contenders for class-leading status . 1 37x19x28
SpendorS3/5R2 850 07.11/GT LTI 11 1 Alitlelessthanthe sumoftheirparts - 4 31xa7x18
Tangent Evo E45 650 12.09/GT [TTT 11 ! Forthosewho likean excitingand exuberant listen - 2 100x15x26
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Product £ Tested Verdict § u—?i § £ g £ m
Tannoy Precision 6.1 900 04.13/GT [T 1 | Rhythmic, detailed speakers buta lack of solidity leaves them sounding unbalanced . 2 330226 (7]
Tannoy Revolution DC6 SE 700 12.13/FT [T TTTT1 Responsivewithagood sense of cohesion. Could do with a little more spark - 1 37x20x24 u
Tannoy Revolution DC6T 799 07.12/GT [ITITTT] Bestfloorstander £700-£1500, Awards 2011 . 1 95x26x29 m
Tannoy Revolution DC6TSE 1000 07.14/ST [III01 | Bestfloorstander £800-£1500, Awards 2013 . 1 100x31x28 m
Tannoy Rev. Sig. DC4 600 07.12/GT [TTTTT1 DCssarestillappealingacross the board . 2 27a7as x
Totem Rainmaker 1095 06.10/FT [T TIT1 Hugelymusical,anda pleasureto listen to - 4 36x17x23 2
Triangle Color 123 600 08.12/FT [T T] Abrilliant desktop speaker package 3 1axl4xi4 (7]
Triangle Comete Anniv. 950 12.10/FT [CTITTT | Idealforinjecting energy intoyour music . 1 42x20134

Vienna Ac. Haydn Grand 1000 10.10/FT [T 1 | Beautifullybuilt, they pack a sweet sonic punch that’s focused and purposeful . 5 36x17x27
Wharfedale Denton 500 Aw.12/FT [T 1 Relaxedyetengagingsound hasa lotofappeal - 1 3200031
Wharfedale Diamond 155 500 07.13/GT LTI 11 | Classleaderswhen it comes to sound, but let down by average build quality - 7 94x20x31

£1500 and above

Acoustic Energy Reference 1 1500 07.12/GT [LILTTTT] Terrificall-rounders for the money . 1 31x19x28

ADAM Aud. ClassicCompact3 2800 06.10/GT LT | Forthose who like their music ear-poppingly loud . 1 442329

ADAM Audio Tensor Gamma 12500 05.09/FT [T T Quite possibly the best speakers we’ve seenina decade . 2 108x32x34
Audiovector S1 Avantgarde 2950 03.10/FT [T | Attheirbest these are stunning, but not for all tastes . 5 37x19x28

Aurousal VS 1650 04.11/FT [CITII 11 Whentheyregood, these Aurosal’s are great - 3 1080227
Analysis Audio Omega 14500 08.11/FT LTI | These planarfloorstanders are a sonic treat . 1 168x61x6

ATCSCM 100A 11615 04.11/FT [T T Massivelytalented and proportioned . 4 107x40x56
Beauhorn Rhapsody B2 2750 10.07/FT CITTT 1 | Outlandish shape but treatthem right and you’ll be deeply rewarded . 98 120x34x75
B&0Beolab 9 5060 05.07/FT [T LTI T1 Worknotjustas style butin hi-fiterms too - 4 78x40x430

B&O0 Beolab5s 11000 10.08/FT LTI T 1 Active speakers with outlandish looks that sound fabulous - 1 97X49X49

B&W 800 Diamond 18000 10.13/GT [T T Someofthe best speakers money can buy . 3 118K45x65

B&W 805 Diamond 3750 01.11/FT [T ! Good,buteasiertoadmire then really love - 3 4224x35
B&WCM6S2 1500 11.14/GT [T 1 | Goodspeakersbutthey lack the freedom of expression that we’d expect . 3 40x20x30

B&WPM1 1995 03.12/GT [T I I I 11 Beststandmounter£1500+, Awards 2011 - 1 33x19x30
BurmesterB10 3220 10.13/GT [TTTTT1 Wellbuilt,wellrefined and an engaging listen. We’re in love - 3 39x22x28

Dali Epicon 2 3750 01.13/FT [TTTTT] Reinforces Dali’s reputation for making top-class speakers . 3 39x1x37

Dali Epicon 8 11500 08.13/FT [T 1 | Givethemspaceandthey’ll delivera muscular, enthusiastic sound . 3 126x35x50

Dali Fazon F5 2700 12.11/FT [LLTTTT1 Stylishdeliverersofaudiophile sound - 3 92x28x32

Dali Helicon 300 Mk2 2100 02.08/FT [CTTTI1 | Excellent midrange; woolly bass - 2 4hx21X40

Dali Mentor 6 2200 02.07/FT [T | Dynamicfloorstanders thatare really fast and agile . 1 40x8x15

Dali Rubicon 2 1600 11.14/GT [T T 11 Agreatpairofstandmounters that deliver an expressive and enthusiastic sound - 4 35x20x34
Dynaudio Confidence C1 5325 08.08/FT [T TTT Setupwith care, the C1s are quite exceptional - 4 45x0x43
Dynaudio Excite X32 1765 02.09/GT [IITTTT These packan eloguent, expansive sound . 4 9aamr
Dynaudio Focus 110A 1700 12.11/ST [CIITTT | Fun, flexible and hugely capable active speakers . 6 31x17x32
Dynaudio Focus 160 1800 03.12/GT [TTTTT1 Justdothejobanddon’tintrude on the entertainment - 6 35%20x29
Dynaudio Focus 220 Mk I 2630 10.09/FT LTI 11 1 TheseDynaudiosarefine speakers; all they lackis a little star quality - 4 98x21x30
Dynaudio Xeo 4 1775 11.14/FT [ITTTTT1 TheXeo4sservegreat-quality, convenient, versatile wireless sound - e 2 28x17x25

Diapason Astera 6050 02.11/FT I | Spellbinding performance with the right kind of music . 1 38x26xkh
Eclipse TD 510Z Mk2 3840 08.12/FT [TTTTT1 Superbtiming, detailand imaging . 3 98x38x39
Eclipse TD 712z Mk2 6500 10.13/GT [T T Theyhaveafewcompromises but their strengths can’t be matched at any price - 4 99x35x43

Focal Diablo Utopia 7686 12.12/FT [TTTTT1 Whenitcomestolevels ofinsight, little at this price even comes close - Ay 43x26x43

Focal SM9 4580 10.13/GT [TTTTT] Intended forprofessional use, the SM9s work brilliantly as home speakers . 1 32x49x39

Focal Easya 1800 11.13/FT [T 11 Convenientand easyto use, these Focals are compromised by a relaxed delivery . 2 90x17x24
GamuTM’inenTM3 5140 03.14/FT [T I I 11 Thesearesome ofthe best standmounters we’ve ever heard - 10 40x23x46

Image Audio IA8 2000 02.12/GT I | Deeplyimpressive wall-mounted alternatives to convention 1 59x48x10

Jamo R907 5500 04.09/FT [ITITTTT] Theinnovative R907s are stunningly capable speakers . 1 119x44x19
JBLStudio 580 1500 07.12/GT [TTTTT] Hugelycapablefloorstanders for the money . 2 107x25¢35

KEF Reference 207/2 12000 10.08/FT [T 11 Big, boldandstunningly built, they majoron bass . 4 123x40x69

Kudos Cardea C30 5650 07.10/FT [TITTTT1 Idealifmusical enjoymentisyourtop priority - 7 1120027

Linn Akubarik 15600 01.14/FT [T | Deeplyimpressive engineering but its presentation veers towards the clinical - 200+ 105x35x45
Monopulse 42A 2000 07.09/GT [T 1 | 0ddappearanceapart, there’s an awful lot to like about these Monopulses . 10 108x23x25

Monitor Audio Gold GX200 2300 03.12/FT [TIIL 1 | Prettylooksand excellent refinement ° 2 90x17x30

Mon. Audio Platinum PL300 6000 03.08/FT [T TIT1 Itsheenalongtime coming,and itiswell worth the wait - 3 111x61x47

Naim Ovator S-400 3650 10.13/GT [TTTTT1 Themostrounded Naim speakerwe’ve heard . 5 106x33x35

Neat Ultimatum XLS 4500 09.12/FT [TTTTT1 Anentertainerofthe highest orderif partnered with care . 9 380237

Opera Callas 2375 01.09/FT [T I T T Arguablythebeststandmounteratthis price level - 3 37x2334
PMCFact3 4100 08.11/FT LTI 11 | Hugelycaxpable butatouch overcontrolled - 4 54x16x30
PMCFact8 4700 04.10/FT [T T] These PMCfloorstanders are quite simply magical - even at this price . 4 103x15638
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Headphone out

Finishes

Remote control
Finishes

~

Dimensions
(hwd,cm)

108x20x40
41x18x37
92x15x33
109x19x44
57x35x10
93x19x27
108x20x29
104x22x31
120x21x34
104x19x28
107x69x38
143x70x39
35x20x37
35x19x34
106x35x46
79x17x25
87.5x19x28
95x20x32
100x31x28
105x31x35
47x27x26
113x34x32
36x11x25
42x21x31
114x42x37
123x37x39
113x26x24
106x25x40
47x23x35
105x35x48
108x23x37

108x24x30

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

7.5x45x34

8.5x43x33

Ix43x28

Ix43x34

t 3
£:
Product £ Tested Verdict § é
£1500 and above
PMCPB1i 5850 09.09/GT [LITTTTT1 Simplyexcellentspeakers: big, bold and accomplished
PMCTwenty 22 1970 11.14/GT [T ITTTT1 Beststandmounter£1200+, Awards 2014 IS
PMCTwenty 23 2300 02.14/GT [T T T T Bestfloorstander£1500+, Awards 2013 -
PMCTwenty 26 5750 11.14/FT [TTTTT1 Yetanothertop-class speaker from PMC’s Twenty range -
PMCWafer 2 2295 02.12/GT [LTTTTT1 Arealachievementforthose after proper hi-fi
ProAcResponse D18 2145 10.13/GT [T TI T Bestfloorstander £1500+, Awards 2011 -
ProAcResponse D28 3250 07.07/FT [ITTTTTT Anotherexcellent pairof floorstanders from ProAc .
ProAcResponse D30R 4750 09.14/FT [TTTTT1 Superball-rounders -
ProAcResponse D40/R 6125 10.13/GT [LTTTT1 Articulateanddynamic,atop-class pairof floorstanders -
ProAcStudio 140 Mk2 1650 12.10/FT [TTTTT1 Anentertaningand dynamicperformer -
Quad ESL-2812 6500 10.13/GT [TTTT T Wonthetoeveryone’stastes but these electrostatic speakers truly excel .
Quad ESL2905 6000 01.07/FT [TTTTTT Atrulyworld-class speaker .
SonusF.Cremona Auditor M 2690 06.08/FT [TITTITT1 Oneofthebeststandmounts moneycan buy -
SonusF. Liuto Monitor Wood 1649 01.10/FT [T 1 | Theseare classyand natural standmounters -
SP Acoustics SP1 Signature 14950 01.11/FT [TTTTT1 Abletochallengetheverybestatthis exalted level -
SpendorA5 1695 03.11/GT [TTTTTT Themostaccomplished speakers forthis money .
SpendorA6R 2500 02.14/GT [T TTT 11 Bestfloorstander£1200+, Awards 2014 -
Spendor D7 3500 10.13/GT [CITTTTTT ThefinestSpendorsinyears -
Tannoy Precision 6.2 1700 10.13/GT [CIITTTT] Abeautifully balanced and hugely listenable pair of standmounters -
Tannoy Precision 6.4 2200 02.14/GT [0 1 | Ifbassisimportanttoyou, then these speakers are worth an audition .
Tannoy Definition DC8 2500 03.12/GT [T I TIT71 Capableofseriouslycontrolled sound -
Tannoy Definition DC10T 5250 10.13/GT [TITTTT Whilethe DC10Ts aren’tthe most refined speakers out there, they’re easy to love -
Totem Element Ember 3995 05.14/FT [TITTT1 Ifyou’relooking forentertainment, we can’t think of a better alternative -
Totem Mani-2 Signature 4600 12.10/FT [TTTTTT Whenitcomestooutright enjoymentwe can’tthink of any rival speakers we prefer forthismoney o
Triangle Magellan Cello SW2 6699 05.10/FT [TTTTT1 Aspeakerdedicated toactually enjoying music -
Triangle Signature Delta 4900 07.14/FT [ITTTTT1 Ifyouvalueexcitementand entertainment, put these speakers at the top of your shortlist -
Vivid Audio V1.5 5250 11.09/FT [TTTTT1 Theymightlookodd, butthese area musthear -
Wharfedale Jade-5 1650 01.12/ST [ITTTTT1 Floorstandersthat packimmense powerand poise -
Wilson Audio Duette 11000 10.08/FT [[TTTTT1 Oneofthebest pairs of speakers we’ve ever heard -
Wilson Audio Sophia 3 16500 10.13/GT [TTTTT1 Expensive,but theydeliverastunning sound full of detail, dynamics and drive -
Wilson Benesch A.C.T 8800 08.07/FT [TTTTT1 Goodlooking, solid and superb sounding floorstanders -
Wilson Benesch Trinity 4700 03.08/FT CITT01 | Anawfullotoftechnology and ability for the money -
Stereo amplifiers
plif
Integrated These amplifiers combine a preamp and power section in one box
Power output A higher number usually means louder, depending on speakers
Digital inputs Some amplifiers now have a DAC built in, which could be useful
Theshortlist
MarantzPM6005 Arcam FMJA19 RegaElex-R
Awards 2014: Best Stereo amp up to £300 Awards 2014: Best Stereo amp £500-£800 Awards 2014: Best Stereo amp £800-£1500
z 358 g3 ¢
§ L eS5535% @
Product £ Tested Verdict 2 2Ez283855
Upto £1000
Audiolab 8200A 750 05.13/ST [T | Capable, butlacks some subtlety 60 6 0 0 3 e 1
Arcam FM) A18 500 06.12/ST [CITTT0 1! Comfortable, withimpressive detail and agility 50 61 0 2 e 1 e
Arcam FMJA19 650 10.14/GT LTTTTT] BestStereoamp £500-£800, Awards 2014. Product of the Year 50 6 1 0 1 e 2
Cambridge Audio Azur 350A 250 01.12/ST LTI 11 | Abudgetampwithadecentgrasp oftiming 5 e 6 0 0 1 2 e
Cambridge Audio Azur 351A 300 11.12/FT I | Worth consideringifyou preferan energeticapproach 5 e 50 0 e 1 2 e
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AMPLIFIERS continued

Product

Cambridge Audio Azur 651A
Cambridge Audio Topaz SR10
Cyrus 6a

Denon PMA-710

Denon PMA-720AE

Icon Audio Stereo 25
Marantz PM-KI Pearl Lite
Marantz PM6004

Marantz PM6005

Monitor Audio Airstream A100
NAD C316BEE

NAD C326BEE

NAD C356BEE

NAD C356BEE DAC

NADD 3020

NADD 7050

Naim Nait 5i

Naim Nait 5si

OnixA-25

OnkyoA-9030
OnkyoA-9050

Peachtree iDecco

Pro-Ject Stereo BoxS
PioneerA-A6

PioneerA-70

Rega Brio-R

Rega Elex-R

Roksan Kandy K2

Roksan Kandy K2 BT

Rotel RA-10

Rotel RA-12

Wadia 151 PowerDAC Mini
YamahaA-5300
Yamaha A-S501

£1000 and above
Audio Analogue Class A Int. SE
ATCSIA 2-150
Bryston B60R
Cambridge Audio Azur 851A
Chord Elec. Cyan Click HP
Creek Evolution 5350
Cyrus 6XPD
Cyrus 8a
Cyrus 8 DAC
Cyrus 8 XPd
Cyrus 8XP
Cyrus DACXP Signature
Dartzeel CTH-8550
Denon PMA-2010AE
Devialet 110
Devialet D-Premier
EARYoshino V12
Heed Audio Obelisk si
Karan Acoustics KA 1180Mk2
Lavardin IS Reference
Leema Tucana Mkl
Leema Elements
Myryad MXI2080
NAD C390DD
Naim Nait 5XS

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com

450
230
800
350
350
500
900
310
300
400
260
300
600
695
400
800
875

775
300
350
999
200
350
800
480
900
795
895
350
600
999
195
360

9190
2379
2600
1200
4215
1025
1250
1350
1400
1500
1250
3000
16858
1700
4490
11450
7000
1300
5995
2950
3595
1395
1000
2250
1500

Tested

03.12/FT
06.10/FT
06.12/ST
07.10/GT
02.13/GT
01.09/FT
12.10/FT
01.12/ST
05.14/GT
08.14/FT
01.12/ST
07.10/GT
10.10/FT
01.12/FT
10.14/GT
12.13/FT
05.13/ST
10.14/GT
05.13/ST
12.12/FT
02.13/GT
01.11/FT
11.11/FT
03.08/FT
05.13/ST
06.12/ST
11.14/FT
12.11/ST
05.14/FT
05.14/GT
05.13/ST
02.12/FT
04.11/FT
Aw.14/FT

06.11/FT
02.10/GT
07.09/FT
12.12/GT
07.10/FT
06.10/FT
01.12/ST
12.12/FT
07.12/FT
07.09/FT
11.09/GT
11.13/FT
05.10/FT
02.10/FT
02.14/FT
08.12/GT
07.13/FT
06.12/GT
09.13/FT
01.10/FT
12.11/ST
12.12/GT
08.08/FT
12.12/FT
01.12/ST

Verdict
Il

Meaty and powerful, but not the most refined

This affordable stereo receiver has plenty to offer

Best stereo amp £600-£1000, Awards 2012

The most enjoyable Denon amp we’ve heard in ages
Entertainingand capable, but sonically stubborn

The Stereo 25 is superbly made for the money

Decent peformance at an affordable price

Stereo amplifiers, Awards 2011. Product of the Year

Best stereo amp up to £500, Awards 2014

Insightfuland composed, this is a worthy rival to the NAD D 3020
Adecent listen that’s overshadowed by rivals

Areally musical amplifier to grace any budget system
Apartyanimal of an amplifier

Agood amplifier with a great DAC

Best stereo amp up to £500, Awards 2013

Admirable, but not quite the measure of its cheaperrivals
Astrong all-round performer

Best stereo amp £800-£1500, Awards 2013

Agood choice for those who value finesse over muscle

Proof that Onkyo knows how to build good stereo gear

Lean presentation, but there’s plenty to like

Ideal fora digital based set-up

Asmallamp that’s worth investigation

Among the most fluentamps under £500

Excels in many areas, falls short of class-leading

Best stereo amp £400-£600, Awards 2012

Best stereo amp £800-£1500, Awards 2014

Best stereo amp £700-£1000, Awards 2011

Full of power and punch but some heart and soul is missing
Sounds good, but rivals offer more insight and better digital features
Well priced, appealing amp, just lacks a little expression
Acompact digital amp with plenty of appeal

Solid performer butyou can get better for a little more money
Solid performer butyou can get better for a little more money

Afantastic, and sonically rounded performer

One of the best amplifiers at this price level

The Bryston B60R may be unassuming, but has quality
For scale, power, build and style, this is hard to beat
Stylish, and astonishingly well built too

There’s lots to like here, but better available elsewhere
Asturdy DAC-toting amp that’s a cracker

Everything we’ve come to expect and love about Cyrus
Meticulous and engaging amp and DAC combo

Sets a sky-high standard at the price point

The Cyrus 8XP misses nothing out in sonicthrills

With the Signature upgrade, the DACXP remains a fine product
Well engineered - but with a colossal price tag

Listen to thisamp in full flow and it’s a monster

An exceptional all-rounder

Afresh look atamp design

This terrificintegrated amp needn’t fear any rival at this price
Best stereo amp £1000-£1500, Awards 2012

One of the finestamps we’ve heard

Amazing: its rivals sound mechanical in comparison
Best stereo amplifier £2000+, Awards 2010.

Solid choice, wide connection range and optional DAC
Assiduous, precise presentation

Novel thinking delivers an alternative to the favourites
Still atop class premium amplifier

Power (w)
DAC
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40

50

50

30

70

45

45

50

40

50

80

80

30

50

50

60

30

65

75

40

40

45

90

50

72

125

140

4

=)

60

25

60

60

50

150

60

120

100

120

40

70

70

70

70

70

200

80

110

240

50

35

180

30

148

56

80

150

60

Line levelin

w

MM phonoin

MCphonoin
USBin

o

Tape loops

-

Preamp out

Speakerouts
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Tone controls

Headphone out

Remote control
Finishes

-

-

1

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

12x43x35
11x43x34
7x22x36
12x43x21
12x43x31
22x32x31
13x44x38
11x44x37
11x44x37
5x37x21
8x44x29
10x44x29
13x44x34
13x44x34
19x6x22
24x7x27
7x44x31
7x43x31
9x21x36
14x44x33
14x44x33
13x38x29
4x10x10
10x42x36
14x44x36
8x22x31
8x43x32
10x43x38
11x43x38
Tx43x34
14x44x36
7x20x20
15x44x39

15x44x39

33x45x41
14x44x35
5x43x28
12x43x39
6x34x15
9x43x34
7x22x36
7x22x36
7x22x36
7x22x36
7x22x36
7x22x36
17x44x34
18x43x44
4x38x38
4x40X40
14x42x14
9x22x36
9x50x34
8.5x43x35
10x43x36
9x22x28
9x44x38
13x43x39

7x43x30

sioljijduwie 02491S
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AMPLIFIERS continued

Product £ Tested
£1000 and above

Naim Nait XS 2 1595 10.13/GT
Naim Supernait 2 2750 12.13/FT
Pathos Ethos 3800 10.12/FT
Pathos InpolRemix 3800 01.12/FT
Pathos Logos Mk I 3950 10.14/FT
Plinius Hautonga 4455 07.11/FT
Plinius Hiato 6759 08.09/FT
Quad Il Classic Integrated 4500 04.10/FT
Rega Osiris 5998 06.10/FT
Rega Elicit-R 1600 10.13/GT
Roksan Caspian M2 1695 10.13/GT
SonyTA-A1ES 2000 04.14/FT
Synthesis Shine 2449 07.10/FT
T+APA 3000 HV 9900 11.13/FT
Unison Research Preludio 2295 02.10/GT
Unison Research S6 2995 05.11/FT
Unison Research S9 6995 02.10/FT
Unison Research Simplyltaly 1495 09.12/FT
Unison Research Triode 25 2350 08.14/FT

Verdict

LIl
[IITTT11

Animprovement on the NaitXS, even if it sacrifices a little detail

Even atthis price, the Supernait 2 is a fantastic buy

Mixes style and substance better than any rival

Not cheap or powerful - just brilliant

Mixes fine aesthetics with a great sound for a terrificamp
Apowerhouse of an integrated amplifier

Ifyou’re aftera top class amplifier the Hiato is foryou
Afineintegrated amplifier with a hefty price tag

Afine amp that makes sense partneringits Isis sibling
Best stereo amplifier £1500+, Awards 2014

Best stereo amplifier £1500+, Awards 2013

Not quite a flawless effort but talented enough in key areas
This valve design needs sensitive speakers to fly

Atruly impressive piece of kit despite its polite disposition
Rubs shoulders with the very best at this price

Inthe right system, the S6 is truly magical

We can’t help but love this quirky valve amplifier
Awell-engineered valve amplifier at a sensible price

An absolutely superb amplifier from Unison Research

Power (w)
DAC

70

110

200

300

162

105

85

80

40

300

Preamps are also known as control units. On a most basic level, they perform two functions:
source selection and volume control. Most powered preamps also amplify the signal slightly
in order to make matching to a power amplifier easier. Some include phono stages.

Product f Tested
Up to £5000
Audio Research LS17 3399 01.09/FT
Audionet Pre 1G3 3525 01.10/FT
ATCCA-2 1058 12.09/FT
Cyrus DACXP+ 2550 04.11/FT
Cyrus PreXPd 1300 02.10/GT
Heed Audio Obelisk pre/px 2230 04.13/FT
Lavardin C62 3471 12.10/FT
Leema Pyxis 3995 11.11/FT
Linn Akurate Kontrol 4200 09.11/FT
NAD C165BEE 650 08.10/FT
Naim NAC152XS 975 02.10/GT
Quad Elite Pre 850 11.10/FT
Quad QC-twenty four 1000 06.13/FT
Rotel RC-1580 995 03.10/FT
Townshend Allegri 1895 08.12/GT
£5000 and above

Audio Research LS27 6500 03.13/FT
Aesthetix Calypso Signature 6400 03.11/FT
Bryston BP26DA 5050 08.06/FT
Burmester 808 MK5 22242 02.13/FT
Chord Electronics CPA8000 25500 01.13/FT
Chord Electronics Indigo 8670 11.09/FT
Krell Phantom I 12000 11.12/FT
Mclntosh C2500 7495 01.14/FT
Naim NAC252/Supercap 9070 11.08/FT
Plinius Tautoro 6325 09.08/FT
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Verdict

This top quality product should serve you for decades

As revealing as amplifiers get for the money

Amatchless preamp when paired with the P1 poweramp
Massive ability in a small box

Works wonders when coupled with the matching 8 poweramp
Asuperb-sounding preamp, but Heed needs to make it feel more luxurious

Belongs nearthe top of any shortlist

Aversatile, enjoyable preamp

Part of the Linn Akurate system - and truly awesome
Abrute ofa preamp

It’s good, but could do better with dynamics

Doesn’t blow us away, but it’s still worth consideration

Pleasant listen but works best with Quad’s valve poweramps

Alikeable, fully featured performer that delivers much for the money

Basic features, but terrific sound

Afine preamp but struggles to shine in comparison to the Reference 75

One of the finest preamps on the market today
Amust-hear preamp. Lacks style but built to last

Abeautifully constructed, highly versatile preamp for serious devotees

Amagnificent preamp, but not quite the masterpiece its price demands

Afarsighted design mixing useful features with great sound

Ahugely capable preamp thatis able to dig deeply into any recording

Arefined and entertaining preamp that needs a little care in partnering

Makes a magical combination with the NAP250 power amp
Amightyamplifierin every sense of the word

Line levelin

Line levelin

£ = =
55 &%
S55z5
238
10 1 e
0o 0 1 e
00 @ 0 e
00 0 e
00 o 1 e
11 2 e
0o 0 1 e
11 1
00 1
10 1 e
0o 0 1 e
11 0
00 1
0o 0 0
0o 0 1
0 0 1
00 0
0o 0 1
0 0 Opt 1
£ =
S 5 o
-
0 0 1
0 0 1
0 0 1
0 0 1
0 0 0
0 0 1
0 0 1
1 1 1
1 1 1
1 1 0
0 0 0
1 1 1
0 0 2
1 1 2
0 0 0
0 0 1
0 0 1
0 0 1
Opt Opt Opt

Speakerouts

Preamp out

Tone controls

Balanced out

Headphone out

Headphone out

Remote control
Finishes

Tone controls

Remote control

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

7x43x30

9x43x31

15x43x49

18x33x29

17x42x43

12x45x50

17x45x45

20x31x38

12x44x35

8x43x34

8x43x33

13x43x42

16x32x22

17x46x46

20x40x38

21x35x49

25x41x57

26x19x35

20x30x45

Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

14x48x31
7x43x31
Ix44x32
7x22x36
7x22x36
9x22x33
9x43x31
11x44x31
9x38x38
8x44x29
7x43x30
7x32x31
9x30x22
10x43x34

5x13x31

13x48x34
11x46x45
6x49x28
95x48x33
31x42x36
36x42x9
10x44x46
19x44x46
9x43x31

16x45x48

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com



These are effectively the powerhouse of the system. They deliver the high currents necessary
to make a loudspeaker work. They can be configured as a stereo unit, or monoblocs, where the
circuitry for each channel is housed separately. Don’t judge a power amp by its output level.

Ourrecommendations

Product £ Tested Verdict
Up to £5000
Audiolab 8200MB 1900 01.12/FT [Tl
AudionetAmp 1V2 4850 01.10/FT [TITT1T11
ATCP1 1566 12.09/FT [ICITIT11
Bryston 2B SST 2925 08.06/FT [ITITIT11
Chord Electronics Maxx 990 05.11/FT [TTTTT11
Chord Electronics SPM 1050 3990 10.07/FT [ITTTTT1
Croft Polestar 1 800 06.07/FT [TITTT11
Cyrus 8 Power 850 02.10/GT [
Cyrus Mono X300 2500 04.11/FT [ITITI11
Cyrus Mono X300 Signature 2750 10.13/FT CITTTT]
Heed Audio Obelisk ps 1350 04.13/FT [
Leema Hydralll 3595 11.11/FT [
NAD C275BEE 820 08.10/FT Il
Naim NAP 155 XS 1115 02.10/GT [ITTIT1
Naim NAP 250 3050 11.08/FT [TITIT11
Plinius P10 3390 09.07/FT [ITTTTT1
Quad Elite Stereo 700 11.10/FT [
Quad QSP 1200 07.12/FT [ITIT1
Rotel RB-1582 1095 03.10/FT [CITT11
£5000 and above

AesthetixAtlas 7600 08.08/FT [ITTTTT11
Audio Research Reference 75 8495 03.13/FT [TITTIT11
Audio ResearchVVS115 5395 02.09/FT [TITIT11
Burmester 911 Mk3 32800 08.12/GT [ITITI11
Chord SPM 14000 MkIl 24480 01.13/FT [ITIT1
Krell Evolution 402e 18500 11.12/FT [TITIT11
Lavardin AP150 7686 12.10/FT [TITIT11
Marantz MA-9S2 5000 02.08/FT [TTTTT11
Plinius SA-REF 12650 09.08/FT [ITTTTT11
Quad Il eighty 6000 06.13/FT [Tl

It's one of the inescapable laws of physics - and of hi-fi
design - that a loudspeaker containing only one drive unit
won't be able to reproduce the entire frequency spectrum
as deftly as one with multiple drivers.

Tweeters and mid/bass drivers are designed to handle
different parts of the frequency range with the minimum
of distortion and the maximum finesse.

However, sending the full frequency range to both of
these drivers will stop them working at their best or even
cause damage, so a crossover circuit is used to split the
incoming signal into frequency bands optimised for the
different drivers.

Hefty, buta bit of a bluntinstrument

As revealing as amplifiers get for this kind of money

Amatchless poweramp when paired with the CA-2 preamp

Big, strong and very powerful

This could be a sign of hi-fito come

Very fastand punchy, exciting and stable sound

Great buy ifyou want sound quality not quantity

Performs with panache, we’d spend our cash here

Exceptionally fluid and agile. Recommended

Adeceptively compact monobloc that surpasses the Mono X300
Engagingand a pleasure to listen to, even ifit’s not the classiest in terms of finish
Atop class power amplifier for the money

Agreat power amp, best matched with the C165BEE preamp

It’s a good performer, but not the last word in dynamics

Paired with the NAC252 preamp it’s magical

Makes a terrificamp when partnered with the Plinius M8 preamp

The Elite power amp paired with the Elite Pre is well worth consideration
Needs to be auditioned - a confident listen

Greatwhen paired with the RC-1580 preamp

Sophisticated brute - pairwith the Aesthetix Calypso

Afabulous poweramp, match itwith care and you’ll have sonic magic

Ignore the looks and enjoy the sound

Awesome price, awesome bit of kit

An awe-inspiring monobloc, yet not quite as sonically rounded as we’d like

The Evolution 402e is world-class. Itisn’t cheap, but quality such as this neveris
For sound qualityand musical enjoyment, the C62 with the AP150 is hard to beat
Right up there with the very best power amplifiers

As enticing an amplifier as you can get

Acapable monoblocamp that should be considered

“Whichever way you run it, the Cyrus Pre XP d makes a perfect partner
for the 8 Power amp”

What does aspeaker crossover do?

There are two crossover types: passive and active.
Passive ones, used in most domestic speakers, are
unpowered and deal with speaker-level signals that amps
deliver from their speaker outputs. Because the current
they have to deal with is so high, they use robust

(and so, less precise) components. This can lead

to aloss of detail and transparency.

Active designs are powered, and route a low-voltage
line-level signal to the drivers' individual power amps.
There's less power loss, although they can add noise.

But the smaller power-handling needs let them use more
precise parts, which gives more control over the sound.

Phonoin
XLRin
Dimensions
(hwd, cm)
Weight (kg)

Mono 250 1 1 15x22x38 9
Stereo 200 1 1 18x43x32 28
Stereo 150 1 1 14x44x35 26
Stereo 100 1 0 49x13x41 14
Stereo 20 1 0 7x16x4 0.4
Stereo 200 2 2 13x42x36 15
Stereo 25 1 0 11x22x33 6
Stereo 60 3 0 7x22x36 5
Stereo 235 1 1 7x22x36 7
Mono 225 1 1 8x22x37 6.5
Stereo 50 1 0 9x22x33 6
Stereo 160 1 1 11x44x31 33
Stereo 150 1 0 13x44x35 15
Stereo 60 0 0 7x43x30 7.5
Stereo 80 0 0 9x43x32 16

Stereo 200 2 1 12x45x40 14

Stereo 80 1 0 7x3231  6.25

Stereo 140 2 0 15x33x27 14

Stereo 200 1 0 14x43x41 33

Stereo 200 2 2 19x45x46 33
Stereo 75 0 1 22x48x50 21
Stereo 120 1 1 20x45x21 29
Stereo 535 0 1 22x48x48 31
Mono 700 1 1 31x48x69 75
Stereo 400 1 1 25x44x56 61
Stereo 50 1 0 14x43x31 12
Mono 300 2 1 45x46x20 37
Stereo 300 1 1 28x51x54 57

Mono 80 1 0 21x43x18 57

Q Acoustics 2050i, £460

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com
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Audio VisUal experts

% %k kk

Speakers, Turtables, Amps & Systems

Marantz Q Acoustics Naim Mu-So Pro-Ject Essential 2
PM6005 Concept 20
ONLY £299Q.00 ONLY £349.95 ONLY £895,.00 ONLY £2()9.00
CD Players & Dacs
~—_— - , -
Marantz %, Roksan Chord Chord oy %
CD6005 “, Caspian M2 CD Chordette Qute Hugo *{2
o) EX DAC - oa
ONLY £279.00 ONLY £190 (.00 ONLY £99().00 ONLY£140(Q.00
IEEY NS
| i - . - " ———e
Samsung UEG65HU7500 Samsung UE55HU7500 Q Acoustics Media 4 Yamaha °+q
YSP2500 Q
‘70(0
CALL FOR PRICE CALL FOR PRICE ONLYE399.00 ONLY£799.00
AV Amps & Speaker Packs
- s /W Lo o/ /B/ & e V- e/ 4
Q Acoustics Q Acoustics Yamaha RX-V377 Pioneer <
Q7000i 2000i Cinema SC-LX58 ‘74%
<,
ONLY £899.95 CALL FOR PRICE ONLY £2925.00 ONLY £1399.90




Audio Visual experts

1 8.0 8.8 ¢

ARCAM

AWARD WINNERS

miniBlink A19 irDAC
£90.00 £64900 £400.00

vl ARCAM

Wl  EXCLUSIVE OFFER

£119-90

Arcam drDock Main Features:

Digital dock for iPod, iPhone and iPad
Stunning sound quality

Digital connectivity for audio and video
Full IR remote control (handset included)
HDMI Video output for TV connection
Control from Solo neo or Arcam AV Amps
Stylish cast aluminium case

Charges and syncs your device

In stock and available for
FREE FAST delivery.
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iPoddocks

Docks with power These are ready-made systems for your iPod and usually include speakers

Docks without power  These integrate an iPod into an existing system as a line level source

Product £ Tested Verdict g g E E % g E
Upto £500
Audyssey South of Market 350 04.11/FT LTI 1 | Aworthyaddition tothe high end dock market . i0s e nfa 2313028
Arcam rCube 350 04.12/ST [T T I I 171 BestiPoddock £150-£400, Awards 2011 i0S e 90  20x20x20
Bose SoundDock Il 250 09.10/GT [T I T T Atalenteddockthat can fillan average-sized room i0S e nfa 17x30x17
B&WZ2 330 10.13/ST CIIT0T 1 Stillimpressive but lacks other, non-Apple streaming options compared with rivals i0S e 40 183240
Epoz Aktimate Micro 260 09.13/GT [TTTTT1 Bestdesktopspeaker,Awards 2012 i0S e 40 24x15x20
Epoz AktiMate Mini 350 07.12/GT [T T TITT Notthesmallestdesktop speakers, butthey’llmakeyouriPod sing i0s e 40 30x19x21
Epoz AktiMate Mini+ 360 08.13/FT [CTITTTT Aversatile product that offers quality sound . i0s e 40 30x19x21
Gear4 AirZone Series 1 200 04.12/ST I | AirPlayand iPad support, with good sound too . i0S e nfa 1833x19
JBLOnBeat Venue LT 200 03.13/FT [T ITTTT1 TheVenuelTisaversatile, talented and enthusastic dock . i0s e 30 13414
Klipsch iGroove HG WWI 110 04.12/ST LTI 111 Agreatdockwithonlyaslightlackof refinement i0S ° 30 14x40x16
KitSound Boom Dock 100 12.10/FT [T 171 Big,boldandbrutally exciting i0s 60  15x42x28
Logitech S715i 80 04.12/ST [TTTTT1 Bestspeakerdockupto£200,Awards 2012 i0S e 20 6x3%13
Logitech UE Air Speaker 300 06.12/FT [TTTTT1 Bestspeakerdock £200-£350,Awards 2012 . i0S e nfa 17x53x15
Orbitsound T12v3 299 12.11/FT LTI 11 Aneffective panaceaforyourTV’s sound i0s e 180 10x61x11
Philips Fidelio Primo DS9 300 09.11/FT [T 1 | Awell-builtand easyto use dock i0S ® 50 18x51x21
Philips Fidelio Primo DS9010 400 08.11/GT CIITT | Asolid proposition thanks to its price i0S e 100 21x56x23
Pure Digital Contour 100Di 100 04.12/ST [TTTTT] Versatile, great looking and great sounding i0S e 20 1831x15
Pure Digital Contour 200i Air 200 09.12/FT [TITTTT1 Pure’sfirstradio-less speaker dock fares well, but it can be bettered - i0s e 36 233718
Revo K2 300 02.12/FT LCITTT 11! Lotstolike-butit’snotperfect i0s ° 40 331111
Ruark Audio R2i 280 09.09/FT [TTTTT] FineDABradioandiPod system i0S e 20 12x34x18.5
£500 and above

Bose SoundDock 10 699 08.11/GT LT 1 1 Aprice cutsees this nifty Bose move up a star . i0s e nfa 22x43x24
B&W Zeppelin Air 500 12.11/ST [T T Amassive step up from the original . i0S e 150 17x54x21
Geneva Lab Model L 1000 08.09/FT [TTTTT1 Moremusicalthanyourusual dock’n’speakers combo i0S e 100 29x45x37
Geneva Lab Model M 550 04.12/ST [T 1 | Stillcapable butrivals have caughtit up i0s e 50  20:37x25
Geneva Lab Model XL 1500 10.09/FT LTI 111 Ifyou’velotsof moneyand space, thisisamusttry i0s ® 600 79x55x37
Loewe AirSpeaker 500 01.13/FT [T Stylish, subtleand great-sounding. At £500 it’s a serious must-try . i0S o 4x20 13x24x24
Marantz Consolette 700 05.13/FT LTI | Notanall-rounderbuta ungiue device with a lovely sound . i0S 150 26x54x21
Philips Fidelio SS DS9800 700 05.12/FT [TIII 1 ! Unifiedandnicely balanced i0s ° 100 22x27x9
Samsung DA-E750 600 10.12/FT LITTT 111 Aunique-looking, fine-sounding, feature-packed speaker dock e o i0S/Android e 100 15x45x24

Whattolook for... wireless speakers

Ultimate Ears Boom, £170 Audio Pro Allroom One, £400
Batterylife Build quality

The longer the better, especially if
you're going portable. Seven hours
is okay, but current speakers (like
the Ultimate Ears Boom) can go
for 10+. Bonus points if your
speaker has a USB port to charge
your smartphone.

A portable speaker needs to be
compact and light, but still sturdy
and well-finished. Check it doesn't

feel flimsy or cheap, that it won't
get too scuffed or dirty if it's used
outdoors, and that the controls are
responsive and easy to operate.

Cambridge Audio Go, £120

Auxiliary input
Bluetooth is most convenient
(aptX especially, which we'll come
to next), but a wired connection
can often sound better than a
wireless one. Make sure your
speaker has a 3.5mm input if you
choose this path.

Dali Kubik Free, £645

AptX
We wouldn't get hung up on aptX
as some speakers aren't
transparent enough to reveal the
format's benefits. Nevertheless, if
you can find a speaker that can
take advantage of it, your music
will sound superb.

144 wwwwhathificom
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EE Wirelessspeakers

= Bluetooth

Theshortlist

Monitor Audio Airstream S200

Awards 2014: Best Wireless speaker £150-£300

Also consider

Product £ Tested
Upto £1000

Audio Pro Allroom Air One 400 08.14/GT
Bayan Audio SoundBook 150 01.14/GT
Bose SoundLink Mini 170 01.14/GT
Bluesound multi-room system n/a 11.14/GT
B&WA5 400 08.13/GT
B&WA7 700 12.12/FT
Bose SoundLink Air 300 12.12/GT
Cabasse Stream 1 500 08.14/GT
Cambridge Audio Bluetone 100 200 10.14/GT
Cambridge Audio MinxAir100 330 10.13/ST
Cambridge Audio MinxAir200 430 08.13/GT
Cambridge Audio Go 120 Aw.14/FT
Cambridge Audio Minx Go 100 08.13/FT
Dali Kubik Free 645 03.14/FT
Denon Envaya DSB200 170 11.14/FT
Eclipse TD-M1 1000 08.14/FT
Geneva Model M Wireless 500 08.14/GT
Geneva Model S Wireless DAB+ 330 10.13/ST
Harman/Kardon Go+Play 280 05.13/FT
Jawbone Big Jambox 260 09.12/FT
iLuv MobiOut 70 05.13/GT
JBLCharge 120 01.14/GT
JBLFlip 100 05.13/GT
JBLFlip2 100 07.14/GT
JBLOnBeat Rumble 230 10.14/GT
Libratone Zipp 370 10.13/ST
Libratone Loop 400 08.14/GT
Loewe AirSpeaker 500 03.13/GT
Logitech UE Boombox 200 12.12/GT
Logitech UE Mobile Boombox 75 05.13/GT
Monitor Audio Airstream S200 200 AW.14/FT
Monitor Audio Airstream S300 250 10.14/GT
Monitor Audio Airstream WS100 250 09.13/GT
Naim Mu-so 895 AW.14/FT
NADViso 1AP 500 08.14/GT
PanasonicSC-NA10 130 01.14/GT
Philips Fidelio E2 300 06.14/ST
Philips Fidelio P9 240 03.13/FT
Pioneer X\W-SMA4 350 12.12/GT
Pure Jongo S3 170 06.13/FT
Pure Jongo S3 (pair) 340 06.14/ST
Pure Jongo System n/a 11.14/GT

Need more info? Go to whathifi.com

Universal wireless system that’s incorporated into most sources

Apple’s accepted wireless system; works over your home network

E AirPlay

DaliKubikFree

Naim Mu-so
Awards 2014: Best Wireless speaker £500-£750 Awards 2014: Best Wireless speaker 750+
£ = it
5 £ ® 5 &g
Verdict 3 % s 3 EE
[TTTTT1 Bestwireless speaker £400+, Awards 2013 - e o 20x31x19
LTI 1 1 Anice-looking portable speaker with some clever design touches e o °  9xl6x4
[TII0 1 | Ano-frills approach reaps dividends in the SoundLink’s sonic performance e o e 5x18x6
[TTTTT1 Bestmulti-room system £500+, Awards 2014. Product of the Year - e nfa
[TTTTT1 Nottheloudestbutdeliversa potent, punchy sound . . 18x30x20
[TTTTTT IfyouuseAirPlay, the A7 demands yourattention - . 22x36x16
[TII0 1 | Notthelastwordin poweror dynamics, but a tidy little package - . 17x31x10
LTI 11 | Mediocresoftware lets this very enjoyable speaker down e o o 14x46x33
[TTT 11 ! Abold, engaging performance from a speakerthat lacks a little clarity o o 118x35x12
LTI 1 | Aworthyoption butitcan’t match the best when it comes to sound e o o 18x35x12
[TTTTT1 Majorsinexcitement, detailand power - a real entertainer o o o 45x22x17
CITTTT Bestwireless speakerup to £150, Awards 2014 e o o o 226
[ITITTTT] Bestwireless speakerupto£150,Awards 2013 o o o o 2306
[TTTTT1 Bestwirelessspeaker£500-£750, Awards 2014 e o o 31x15x15
[T 01 | Overcooked bassaside, this is one of most powerful sounding portable speakers we’ve heard o o o 14265
[T TI T Greatstereoimaging, butwe’d like more refinementto gowith it - o o 26x16x22
[T 11 ! Ifyou’reafter Bluetooth and radio features, then this would be a good choice e o o 22x30x18
[TTTTT1 Bestwirelessspeaker£300-£500, Awards 2014 e o o o 15x14x18
[TIII 1 | Thesewireless active speakers deliver good sound e o o e 2x50x23
[IIT0 1 Greatforbassandsound, lacksalittle finesse though o o o 9X26x8
CTTT 11 ! Asmallunitthatboastsalikable sound . e o 0x0X0
CITT0T | Apunchyand energetic sound is let down by some coarse and harsh treble e o o o 18X
[TTTTT1 Agreatvaluebluetooth speaker . e o 0X0X0
[IIT0 1 | Good performerforthe money, but has issues with volume and battery life o o °  6.5x16x16
CTIT 11 | Achunky,fununitthat’s starting to sound a little unrefined against more recent competition e o o 17x45%22
[TTTTT1 Stylish, portable and fully-featured. Libratone hits the jackpot with the Zipp . . e 26x12x12
CTTT0 11 Anenjoyable-sounding speakerwith some unique looks - o o 33x33:8
[LLTTTT] Fussysetupissuesaside,thisisoneincredibly capable speaker - - 26x13x24
[T | Itsnotfaultless, butforthe moneyit’s difficult to argue with this e o o 16x39:8
[T ! Limitedfunctionality butagood choice for portable users e o o o 6xil
[TTTTT1 Bestwirelessspeaker£150-£300, Awards 2014 o o o o 27x12x14
LLTTTT1 ItonlysupportsiOSdevices butthis speakersounds fantastic - o o 15x47x15
[TTTTT1 Crackingspeakers.Adesktop force to be reckoned with . 13x12x12
[TTTTT1 Bestwirelessspeaker£750+, Awards 2014. Product of the Year e o o o 12x63x26
[TTTTT1 Astrong,rounded package that thoroughly deserves your attention e o o o 26x48x30
[T 111 Aspeakerthatoozes classand subtlety. Watch out for the cabinetvibrations, though e o o o 10x203
LTI 11 ! Classy,versatile speakers butyou’ll need some room to accomodate them e o 30.5x16x16
[TTTTT1 Hardtofind faultwith this Bluetooth speaker e o o o 1209
[CITTT 11 | Bagsoffeatures, solid build and smart design — just watch that bass - o o o 21X36x17
[T T TITT1 Greatsoundand easy portability make this a real gem e o o 13x13x14
LTTT 11 ! Ataddisappointingasa pair; rivals offera more insightful performance e o o 13x13x14
[TTT 11 | Nottheultimateword in sound quality, but it wins us overwith its peppy character e o e nfa
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L Product £ Tested Verdict =E2Z3&85 &2
((+] Up to £1000
d) Roth OLi POWA-5 250 06.14/ST [T T1 1 Updatedand betterthan before but rivals still have in edge in terms of sound e o o 27x18x21
Q- Samsung M5 230 10.14/FT [TTTTT1 Atalented speakerwithaclean, openand funsound . - 14x34x17
v Samsung M7 330 09.14/FT I | Overly fussyin terms of setting up, the M7 is a comfortable performer nonetheless e o 14x40x19
3 Samsung Shape Audio System n/a 11.14/GT [TIII 1 ! Lacksaconsistent sound across the range but a good first effort nonetheless e o nfa
w Simple Audio Roomplayer+ n/a 11.14/GT LTI 111 Aworthycontenderbutthereare cheaper, more impressive options out there - - n/a
3 Sonos Play:1 170 01.14/FT [TTTTT1 Anotherstrongaddition tothe Award-winning Sonos multi-room family e o o 16x12x12
b Sonos System n/a 11.14/GT [ITTTTT1 Bestmulti-room system £500+, Awards 2014 e o o n/a
g Sony RDP-XA700 285 03.13/GT [0 1 | withabitmore definition and a bit less bass this could have been the speaker for us . e o 18x40x16
; Sony SRS-X3 130 07.14/GT LLTTT 111 Ahugelyconfidentperformerbutits tonal balance won’t be for everyone o o o 7x19x7
L SonySRS-X9 600 06.14/FT [TTTTT1 Ado-it-allspeakerwith superb sound quality e o o 13x43x13
(7)) Sony SRS-BTM8 85 05.13/GT [TITTT] Classy,cleverly designed speakerthat can handle large volumes. e o o 19x25x9
d’ Tangent Classic 400 08.14/GT [CTTT0 1 | Aspeakerwithabigsoundand plentyofbass e o o 23x60x32
g Ultimate Ears Boom 170 01.14/GT [T TIT1 Loadsoffuntolistento,the Boomisexciting, attractive and packed with features to boot o o ° 16X6.5x6.5
=
Qo Headphones
©
3 Eartips Most in-ears come with these. Experiment with size to get the best fit
: In-line remote Mostly for Apple devices, but Android-friendly units are increasing. Handy...
Theshortlist
~ AKGY50 Philips MIMKII Beyerdynamic T51i
Awards 2014: Best portable on-ears up to £100 Awards 2014: Best portable on-ears £100-£200 Awards 2014: Best portable on-ears £200-£300
“Excelling in sound and style, the Y50s are a “Ifyou have just under £200 to spendona | “They’re easily some of the best portable on-
promising start for AKG’s latest range.” pair of portable on-ear headphones, this is ear headphoneswe’ve heard at this price. ”
a most worthy candidate.” "
N § 52
§8 4 g3 &
Product £ Tested Verdict £5 5 25 2
Upto£70
AKG K323XSi 50 08.14/FT [TTTTT1 Asgoodasyou canreasonably expectat this price range . Closed nfa
AKG K451 50 10.12/GT [T TTTT1 Bestportableon-earsupto£100,Awards 2013 e Closed 120
Audio Technica ATH-CK550 49 09.11/ST [T ITTIT1 Smoothandweightywith lashings of detail - Closed 8
Audio Technica ATH-CKS55i 45 08.12/GT [T 1 | Bigonbass, these cans are no shrinkingviolets - Closed 6
Audio Technica ATH-T400 50 11.10/FT [T | Nicely balanced pairthat just lack the wow factor of the class leaders e Closed 260
Apple EarPods 25 01.13/FT [TII11 | AbigupgradeofApple’soriginal earbuds, but there are better rivals - Open 10
Beyerdynamic DTX101iE 65 01.12/GT [TITTT T Bestin-ears £40-£80, Awards 2013 . Closed 11
Beyerdynamic DTX71iE 54 09.11/ST [CITT0T | Detailed and with supreme tone control - Closed 11
dBLogicEP-100 25 08.12/GT [T | Adramatic, enjoyable musical performance . Closed 117
Digital Silence DS-321D 60 09.11/ST [ITTT1 1 1 Admirablenoise-cancellingbuds . Closed 11
Etymotic Research MC5 57 01.12/GT [ITIII 1 Alkeablesoundforthe money - Closed o 17
GradoiGrado 49 09.11/ST [TTTTT1 FabulousiPod upgrade: these are unbeatable at the price ®  Open 85
Jays a-Jays Four 50 12.11/FT [T 11 ! Thelayscombine looks and performance to alluring effect - Closed 14
Jays t-Jays Two 67 09.11/ST [III0 1 | Asure-firewinnerforthose who like their bass - Closed 8
Ministry of Sound MOS003 30 12.11/GT [T 117 Tidy,wellbalanced and nicelymade - Closed 15
Mix-Style inner headphones 30 08.12/GT [T 1 | Punchy, controlled and balanced - Closed 135
Panasonic RP-HTX7 35 09.11/ST [TTTTT1 Bestportableon-earsupto£50,Awards 2012 e Closed 153
Philips CitiScape Downtown 55 10.12/ST LTI 1 1 Fun,stylishand greatto use on an everyday basis e Closed o 174
RHAMA-350 30 12.11/GT [T ITITIT1 Nicelymadefrom qualitymaterials, with impressive sound to match - Closed o 48
Sennheiser CX300-11 30 09.10/GT [TITT T Bestin-earheadphonesupto£50,Awards 2010 - Closed 4
Sennheiser CX281 35 12.11/GT [CIIT0T | Enjoyable enough, butatouch quiet . Closed 16
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Sennheiser CX495 35 08.12/GT [TTTTT1 Abrilliantupgrade bargain . Closed 4 n

Sennheiser HD 202 26 02.11/FT [T TI T Greatsound forthe moneyand abargain buy e Closed 130 'U

SennheiserHD 218 40 11.09/FT [T | Forclosed-back cans, the Sennheisers are very good - but not the best o Closed 224 =

Sennheiser MM 70i 50 09.11/ST [T | Nicefeatures for the money - Closed o 12 o

Sennheiser PX100-11 40 11.10/FT [TII0 1 | Animprovementoverthe previous model, very good open-backed cans e Open 80 g

Skullcandy Full Metal Jacket 65 07.10/FT LTI 11 1 Anextremelylikeable pairofin-ear ‘phones - Closed 13 m

Slick Distributions SD50 30 10.12/ST LT T | Featuresand price make it easy to forgive minor sonic flaws e Closed e 71

SoundMagicE10 35 10.12/GT [TITTTT1 Bestin-earsupto£40,Awards2013 . Closed 11

SoundMagicE10S 40 11.14/GT [TTTTT1 Bestin-earsupto£so, Awards 2014 - Closed 1

SoundMagicPL30 30 01.10/GT [Tl 1 Greatheadphonesthatare held back by bettervalue rivals - Closed 10

SoundMagicPL50 50 02.10/FT LITTT11 | Comfyandsmooth-sounding; greatall-rounders - Closed 8

Sony MDR-570LP 30 08.10/GT [TTT11 ! Comfortable,all-round, on-earheadphones o Closed 110

Sony MDR-AS40EX 24 03.09/GT [T 11 Sportyheadphones that sound weightyand clear . Closed 6

Sony MDR-EX500LP 45 09.10/GT [TII L1 | Displaygood solidityand weight — wellworth an audition . Closed 7

Sony MDR-EX650AP 60 11.14/GT [T T T T Bestin-ears£50-£100, Awards 2014. Product of the Year - Closed 9

Vivanco Airc. Studio Monitors 50 12.10/GT I | Capable-butshould be approached with caution . Closed nfa

£70and above

AKG K3003i 1000 04.12/FT [TTTTT1 Thebest,and priciest, in-ears we’ve seen - Closed 10

AKG K370 73 12.10/GT CIITT | Impressive forthe money . Closed 4

AKG K450/HA450 180 09.11/ST [T TTTT1 Headphones,Awards 2011. Products of the Year e Closed 120

AKG K545 210 12.13/FT [T 1 1 Builttolast but lacks refinement and likeability ®  Closed 280

AKG K550 99 02.12/ST [CTTTTT1 Besthomeon-earsupto£f150, Awards 2014 e Closed 305

AKG K551 230 02.13/GT [TTTTT1 Smashingall-roundersthatreallysing e Closed 305

AKG K812 1100 10.14/FT [TTTTTT Itneedsatop-class systemtoshine but these cans sound heavenly. Highly recommended *  Open 390

AKG K845BT 250 02.14/GT [TTTTT1 Ifyoulikeyourmusicclearand uncoloured, then these AKGs are definitely worth a listen e Closed o 292

AKG Q701 250 09.14/ST [TTTTT1 Agreat,solidsoundingsetof cans. Comfy, too e Open 235

AKG Q460 140 02.11/GT LTI 1 | Moreprosthan cons, butstill not complete e Closed 120

AKGY50 80 09.14/FT [TTTTT1 Bestportableon-ears up to £100, Awards 2014. Product of the Year e Closed 190

Audeze LCD-3 1725 02.14/GT [T T T T Veryexpensive, butthere’s little to compain about here. Even with that price e Open 548

Audio Technica ATH-A500 140 02.10/GT [T T Ifyou’reafterclosed-back cans, give these a try e Closed 290

Audio Technica ATH-AD700X 190 04.14/GT [CITTTI1 | Hugeheadphonesthatofferanairy, open sound e Open 265

Audio Technica ATH-A900XLTD 390 09.14/ST [CIITT1 | Remarkably clearand spacious sounding pair of headphones *  Open 340

Audio Technica ATH-ANC1 80 06.10/FT [T 1 | Theirportabilityand noise-cancelling makes them a viable buy e Closed o 100

Audio Technica ATH-CKX9iS 75 01.14/GT LTI 11 | Easyontheearsandverycomfortable, buttheyneed a bit more refinement to be great . Closed 10

Audio Technica ATH-ES55 90 09.11/GT [CICITTT] Bestportable on-ear headphone up to £100, Awards 2010 ®  Closed 120

Audio Technica ATH-ES7 140 02.11/GT [ITTTTT1 Appearanceapart, there’sanawful lotto like here ®  Closed 160

Audio Technica ATH-ES88 230 02.12/FT [T 1 | Appealingly eccentriccans e Closed 130

Audio Technica ATH-EW9 159 10.07/FT LTI 11 1 Featherlightphonesareawesomely detailed e Closed 33

Audio Technica ATH-M50 130 02.13/GT [T 11 Immersiveand refined: a great effort o Closed 284

Audio Technica ATH-W1000 650 09.11/ST [ITITTTT1 Expensive, butoffer magnificent hi-fi sound e Closed 350

AudioTechnicaATH-W1000X 650 07.10/FT [TTTTT1 Besthomeon-earheadphones £500-£800, Awards 2010 o Closed 350

Audio Technica ATH-WS55i 89 Aw.11/FT LITTTTT1 Anexcellentpairof on-ears for the bass-loving iPhone-owner o Closed 165

NEW!

buss s
X=-BLoOoCKS"™
from £169
Just one of hundreds of products
featured in our NEW 92 page catalogue.
Call us now to get your very own copy...

Call: 01539797300
4 or visit www.russandrews.com

=]

Mail Order Direct - 60 Day Cable Home Trial - Cable Upgr
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HEADPHONES continued

Product

£70and above
Beyerdynamic DTX102iE
Beyerdynamic DX160 iE
Beyerdynamic Custom One Pro
Beyerdynamic DT880
Beyerdynamic DT990 Premium
Beyerdynamic DTX80
Beyerdynamic MMX 101iE
BeyerdynamicT1
BeyerdynamicT50P
BeyerdynamicT51i
BeyerdynamicT51P
BeyerdynamicT70
BlackboxM10
Blackbox M10-RB
Blackboxi10
Bose AE2w
Bose MIE2i
Bose QuietComfort 15
Bose QuietComfort 25
B&WP3
B&WP5
B&WP7
Denon AH-D600
Etymotic Research HF2
Etymotic Research HF3
Focal Spirit Classic
Focal Spirit One
German Maestro GMP8.35D
Goldring NS-1000
Grado GR10
Grado GR8
Grado GS1000i
Grado PS1000
Grado SR325e
Grado SR325is
Grado SR60i
Grado SR80i
Grado iGi
Harman/Kardon CL
Jamo IN40i
Jamo wEARIN20m
KEF M200
KEF M500
Klipsch Image One
Klipsch Image X7i
Klipsch Image X10i
Klipsch Mode M40
Klipsch S4i
KlipschX11i
Logitech UE 9000
Lindy Premium Headphones
Martin Logan Mikros 70
Monster Beats by Dre iBeats
Monster Beats Pro by Dre
NAD Viso HP50
NAD Viso HP20
Nocs NS400 Titanium
Onkyo ES-HF300
Oppo PM-1
PanasonicRP-HC101
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75
86
170
200
290
80
95
880
230
245
250
456
90
99
80
200
120
280
270
170
250
330
200
180
134
250
200
150
100
399
300
1000
1700
300
300
80
100
90
170
90
70
150
250
140
170
219
290
90
200
300
75
150
80
350
250
130
80
180
1100
82

Tested

08.14/FT
11.14/GT
10.13/GT
06.09/GT
09.14/ST
12.10/GT
01.14/GT
11.10/FT
02.12/ST
Aw.14/FT
11.13/GT
11.11/FT
12.10/FT
04.12/GT
12.10/GT
02.14/GT
09.11/ST
04.12/GT
Aw.14/FT
08.12/FT
11.13/GT
09.14/ST
11.13/GT
08.09/FT
09.11/ST
09.14/ST
04.12/FT
10.12/ST
03.10/GT
09.11/ST
04.10/GT
10.09/GT
09.11/ST
09.14/ST
09.11/ST
02.10/GT
04.14/GT
01.12/GT
09.12/FT
09.11/ST
06.11/FT
10.13/FT
11.13/GT
05.11/GT
04.13/GT
09.11/ST
02.13/FT
12.09/GT
11.14/GT
03.13/GT
09.11/ST
04.13/GT
03.11/GT
09.11/ST
11.13/GT
11.14/GT
01.12/GT
10.13/GT
07.14/FT
04.12/GT

Verdict

There’s little to fault with a pair of in-ears that demand to be listened to
Astrong performer from Beyerdynamic with a smooth, weighty sound
Accomplished and easyto listen to. We like them

Comfortable and the sound is impressive

Impressive, ifa little lacking in dynamics

Bestin-ear headphones £50-£100, Awards 2010

Bestin-ears £80-£150, Awards 2013

Best home on-ear headphones £800+, Awards 2010

Best portable on-ears £200+, Awards 2012

Best portable on-ears £200-£300, Awards 2014

Afine replacement for the T50ps, superbly entertaining

Undeniably capable, but don’t quite feel worth the money

Good noise-cancellers, but sonically slack

Impressive, capable and clear-sounding

Agreat set of noise-cancellers, with a good sound to boot

No aptX Bluetooth onboard, but still a very listenable pair of cans
Aperfect headphone meets microphone solution

Best noise-cancelling headphones, Awards 2013

Best noise-cancelling headphones, Awards 2014

Stylish and sonically talented on-ear headphones

They look fantasticand sound just as good

Best portable on-ears, Awards 2013

Open and spacious. A crisper presentation would make this a five-star product
The same money buys punchier cans, but not ones that fit as well
Serious hi-fi qualityin a stylish little package

Needs more ‘oomph’ to challenge the best

Refined enough, but not the most exciting

Virtually indestructible sonic goodness

Sweet, powerful sounding noise-cancellers

Stunningly insightful and expressive

Precisely detailed and balanced, but they lack a certain richness

For sheer, sonic pleasure these cans are stunning

Undoubtedly one of the finest headphones money can buy

Best home on-ears £150-£300, Awards 2014

Best home on-ear headphones £150+Awards 2011

Hugely accomplished and built to last too

Best home on-ear headphones up to £150, Awards 2013

Classyand compact buds

Animpressive headphone debut for Harman/Kardon

Chunky and enjoyable buds

These quiet Jamos aren’t without charm

They don’t quite set the market alight, but they are worth an audition
Asmooth and refined effort from KEF. Needs a touch more excitement
Perfect for those who enjoy a lot of bass

Klipsch has gone for energy and warmth with the X7is, and it’s an addictive combo
Bestin-ears £140+, Awards 2011

Klipsch’s first noise-cancelling headphones are excellent performers
These Klipschs are great all-rounders, with an exciting edge

Ifyou are serious about portables then these in-ears need to be on your shortlist
Could be more refined, but make up for this with bundles of energy
Ideal forthose unwilling to break the £100 barrier

Ifyou like your music to be presented with a matter-of-fact approach, these are just the job
Forsmooth, bassy sounds they’re ace

Brilliant at what they do well

Apromising pair of cans from NAD, but the design lets them down
Timing could be tighter but these in-ears are an easy listen

Still great, but there’s better for the money

Apleasant listen, laid-back and amiable

Oppo’sfirst pair of headphones are a resounding success

Nice enough sound but average noise cancelling

In-ear

On-ear

Type

Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open
Closed
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open

Closed

Noise cancelling

Wireless

Weight (g)

290
340

290

350
174
174
174
330
180
180
25
150
19
227
198
130
195
290
365
26
11
310
225
220
183
9

9
312
500
330
330
125
200
12
195
1
13
12
208
138
16
320
356
12
10
378
225
13
n/a
299
453
n/a
12
240
395

79
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ParrotZik 300 07.13/FT [T 1 | High-tech headphones that deliveragood performance e Cosed o 35 Q.
Phonak Audeo PFE 022 80 03.11/GT [T 1 | Pacey, detailed, insightfuland recommended - Closed e 14 u
Phiaton MS300 150 02.12/ST [T 1 | Theseoverears deserve careful consideration ® Closed 140 :
Philips Fidelio L1 230 05.12/FT [T | Easygoingand comfortable ® Closed 272 o
Philips Fidelio M1 125 10.13/GT [CITITT T Bestportable on-ears £100-£200, Awards 2013 o Closed 166 :
Philips Fidelio M1MKII 180 Aw.14/FT CITTTTT] Bestportableon-ears £100-£200, Awards 2014 e Closed 166 8
Philips Fidelio M1BT 250 02.14/GT [TTTTT1 Bestwirelessheadphones,Awards 2013 e Closed e 500
Philips Fidelio M2BT 250 11.14/FT [TTTTT1 Bestwireless headphones, Awards 2014 e Closed e 19
Philips FidelioS1 70 01.14/GT [CITTT 11 Smartandnon-invasive earphones. We quite like them . Closed 14
Philips Fidelio X1 200 04.14/GT [T T I T Anothergreatsetofheadphonesfrom Philips e Open 430
PSBM4U1 219 11.13/GT [T I 11 Betterthanthe M4U2? Close but no cigar ® Closed 340
PSB M4U2 300 10.12/ST [TITTTT1 PSBsfirstheadphonesare truly brilliant. Hear them now! e Closed o 362
Sennheiser CX880i 90 01.12/GT [CTTT 11! Greatsoundingin-ears,although there’sahard edge . Closed 1
Sennheiser HD 380 Pro 110 02.10/GT LI 1 ! Stillseriouslygood headphones, but rivals have caught up ®  Closed 220
SennheiserHD25-111Adidas 190 09.11/ST [TTTTT1 Stylishlyexcellentall-rounders e Closed 140
Sennheiser HD 558 130 04.14/GT [T 1 I Otherheadphonesare more skilled but these cans have a silky smooth sound ®  Open 260
Sennheiser HD 598 190 02.12/ST [T 1 | Toowell-mannered forourtastes e Open 270
Sennheiser IE 8i 260 03.11/GT LI 1 Enjoyableenough, butneeda bettertonal balance e Closed 18
Sennheiser IE80 270 02.11/FT [TTTTT1 Expensive, butatrulyqualityoption . Closed 5
Sennheiser |E800 600 09.13/FT [T TTT11 Bestin-ears£300+,Awards 2014 - Closed 8
Sennheiser MM 400-X 150 10.12/ST [TTTTT] Bestwirelessheadphones, Awards 2012 ® Closed . 105
Sennheiser MM 70s 70 01.14/GT [T ITTIT1 Anunassumingpairofearphones thatare never less than engaging - Closed 13
Sennheiser Momentum 260 11.13/GT [TTTTT1 Bestportableon-ears £200-300,Awards 2013 ® Closed 190
Sennheiser Momentum On-ears 170 10.13/GT [TTT11 | Acomfortable pairofcans,justlackinga little presence in the mid-range © Closed 160
Sennheiser PXC310 BT 190 09.11/ST [TTTTT1 BestBluetooth headphones, Awards 2011 e Closed e e 105
Sennheiser PXC310 200 02.11/GT [T 1 | Perfectforawalkon the mild side o Closed 115
SennheiserRS 160 115 05.10/GT [CITTT 11 1 Anexciting, affordable option buttiring over longer periods ® Closed . 226
SennheiserRS 180 185 05.10/GT [TITTT] These comfortable, wireless headphones justify their premium price e Open e 204
Sennheiser RS 220 350 10.12/ST CTITT1 | Averyneatwireless solution with great sound quality e Open e 329
SennheiserX320 70 10.12/ST [TTTTT1 ThebestXboxgaming headphoneswe’ve heard so far e Closed 280
Shure SE215 100 09.11/ST LCITTT11 1 Affordablyopulentbuds . Closed o 30
Shure SE310 120 05.09/GT [TTT11 | Detailandclarityisfirstclass . Closed 7
Shure SE425 200 04.13/GT [TTTTT1 Bestin-earsf150-£300, Awards 2014 . Closed E?)
Shure SE535 450 09.11/ST [CITII0 1 | Stillgood butno longerthe best . Closed 272
Shure SE846 950 06.14/FT [ITTTTT1 Themostcapablein-earswe’ve heard . Closed 36
Shure SRH1540 430 10.14/FT [T TTT11 Besthomeon-ears£300+, Awards 2014 e Closed 286
Shure SRH1840 500 06.12/FT [TTTTT1 Notcheap, butwortheverypenny e Open 268
Sony MDR-1R 210 02.13/GT [ITTT1 1 | Detailedandairy, but need more kick e Closed 240
Sony MDR-Z1000P5 385 09.11/ST LTI 111 Impressivesounding cans - with good flexibility e Closed 270
SonyXBA-2iP 130 11.12/FT [T ITI 11 Bestin-ears£120-£200,Awards 2012 . Closed 6
Sony XBA-3iP 225 Aw.12/FT [T I 11 Bestin-ears £200+, Awards 2012 . Closed o 7
Sony XBA-4iP 275 10.12/ST [TTTT T ThebestSonyheadphoneswe’ve heardinyears . Closed  ® 8
SoundMagicHP100 150 02.12/FT [T 1 | Sparkling detail, spacious character e Closed 228
TDKST700 150 01.12/FT [CITTT 11 I Tonallybalanced and solidly musical ® Closed 205
thinksound ts02+mic 90 02.13/FT LTI | Eco-friendly buds provide a clear sound and a clearer conscience . Closed 10
Ultrasone HFI-580 125 11.10/GT [TTT11 1 Notclass-leading, but stillworthy of consideration e Closed 285
Ultrasone HFI-780 160 02.12/ST [CITTT 11 I Bigandbold,and offerexcitementin spades e Open 285
V-moda Crossfade M-80 160 10.12/ST [T 1 Good-lookingand great fun, with lots of bass ® Closed 200
V-moda Remix Remote 70 12.10/GT LTI | Smoothand enjoyable sounding buds . Closed 17
Noiseisolationvnoise cancellation
All headphones are able to isolate effectiveness of the cancellation
sounds to some degree. Some are will depend on how tight a
Noise isolation is not the same as amisnomer in this case). better than others, but in truth it's not seal your headphones
cancellation. They're two different ~ Cancellation on the other hand, deals ~ something that's easily quantifiable. can create. However, if
ideas that go about reducing with the noise once it's in, with several you enjoy your music
external noise in different ways. mics on your device capable of Not all sounds will be cancelled without (much) I
What isolation does is stop recording outside sounds and play (constant hums, yes, sharp noises, interruption,
external noise from coming them in reverse phase (opposite), probably not), you'd need batteries cancellationis
in (isolation is something of ‘cancelling’ external sounds. to keep them going and the the way to go.
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ALL-IN-ONE SYSTEMS

e Stereosystems
£ y
2 This category includes a wide range of products including all-in-one packages where the speakers
(4 are part of the system, through to micro systems where the electronics are housed separately
% from the speakers. A streaming option is available on many newer systems.
o 5 Byl
2 Product £ Tested Verdict 852 = £ 28
m Up to £500
N Denon CEOL Piccolo 260 03.13/FT [TTTTT] Nomatterwhatthe source, the CEOLPiccolowill play allyour musicin superb style e o e o o
m Denon CEOLRCD-N8 350 02.14/FT LI 1 | Anattractive option ifyou’re looking fora compact system that does a bit of everything e o o o o o o
E Denon D-M39DAB 310 12.13/GT [CITTTTT1 Bestmusicsystem upto£400,Awards 2014 e o e o o o o
m Onkyo CR-N755 300 Aw.12/FT [TITTTT] Bestnetworked micro system, Awards 2012 e o o o e o o
id PanasonicSC-PMX9DB 450 12.13/GT LTI 1 | Wellfeatured butits laid-back sound makes ita solid buy e o e o o -
g PioneerX-HM70 350 03.12/GT LTI 11| Notflawless, butgets muchright . e o o o .
m Pioneer X-SMC5-K 300 02.12/FT [T 1 | Anexcellentjackofalltrades o o e o o
v Yamaha MCR-232 300 12.13/GT LTI | Harshtreble docks ita starbutit’s an impressively compact micro system . e o o .
: Yamaha MCR-555 380 10.11/GT LTI 1 | Vastlyimproved overthe original . e o o -
g £500 and above
S Aura Note Premier 1500 05.10/FT CITIT1 | Afinesoundingallin one system e o e o o o
5 Cabasse Stream3 850 07.13/FT LTI 1 | Hardwareis great butthe app needs developing e o o o o
m Cambridge Audio Minx Xi 600 01.14/FT LITTTTT1 Bestmusicsystem£400-£800, Awards 2014. Product of the Year o o o o
Cyrus Lyric09 3000 01.14/FT [CITTTTT1 Bestmusicsystem £1500+, Awards 2014 e e e o e o o o
HRT Stage 1200 08.14/FT [ITITTTT1 Limitedinputsanda low-rentfeel, butjudged on sound alone and it’s fantastic -
Lyngdorf Digital 2.2 System 12350 05.10/FT LTI 1 | Notwithoutits flaws, buta system worth a look o o o o
Linn Majik DSM 2965 02.13/FT [T 1 | Athoughtfully designed system and a pleasure to use e o o e o o
Marantz M-CR610 435 11.13/FT [TTTTT1 Bestmusicsystem £400-£800, Awards 2013 - e o o o o o
Naim Uniti 2670 12.11/ST [TTTTT1 BestNetworkMusicPlayer £1500+, Awards 2010 e e o 06 o o o o
Naim UnitiQute 1600 12.11/ST [TTTTT] Systems,Awards2010.ProductoftheYear e e o o o 0 o o
Pioneer P1DAB 550 07.13/FT [TTTTT1 Greatsoundforasensible price o o o e o o o
Ruark Audio R4i 599 07.11/FT [ITITTTT1 Bestall-in-one musicsystem, Awards 2012 o o o o -
Sony CMT-G2BNiP 500 04.12/FT CTITT | Asolid performerin every respect e e o o o .
TEACCR-H700DAB 550 10.11/GT [TIII1 | Great-butnotatotalall-rounder e e o o o -
EhE Surroundsystems
E =4 This category includes a wide variety of systems. Most include a disc drive and now tend to
E feature video and music streaming capabilities. The speakers supplied tend to either be small
" satellite designs, or towers that usually provide greater scale and sonic authority.
gz _EtTit
Product f Tested Verdict E § 2 & g‘é g
Up to £500
Panasonic SC-BTT460 350 06.13/FT I 1 1 NoHDMIinputs butstilla cracking system o o 10 51
Philips HTS5563 400 08.12/GT [TTITTT1 Asuperbudgetsolution e o o 12 51
Pioneer BCS-SC626 400 01.12/GT LTI 11 | Greatfeatures, with tough competition - . 2 2 21
QAcoustics Q-TV2 330 11.09/FT [T | Agreatwayofboosting poorsound onyourTV 10 21
Samsung HT-E5530 450 08.12/GT [T 1 ! Plentyofbangforyourbucks e o o 12 51
£500-£1000
Harman-Kardon BDS-570 750 04.12/FT [T | Compactand ultimately convenient e o o 2 3 51
LG BH8220B 600 08.12/GT LTI 1 | Abitpricey, butagood performer e o o 12 51
LGBH9520TW 600 11.12/FT [T 1 | Packedwith features butallittle pricey - . 12 91
PanasonicSC-BTT590 500 08.12/GT [TTTTT1 Anexcellentall-in-one Blu-ray system o o o 1 2 51
Sony BDV-N7100W 600 09.13/FT [TTTTT1 Bestcinemasystem,Awards 2013 e e o o 1 2 51
Sony BDV-N5200W 500 AW.14/FT [TTTTT1 Bestcinemasystem,Awards 2014 e o o o 1 2 51
£1000 and above
Harman-Kardon BDS 477 1100 01.13/FT LI | Ajackofalltrades that’s pretty good e o o 03 21
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Iy Soundbars

ALL-IN-ONE SYSTEMS

One-box speaker systems that include amplification, and are a great alternative to a full-on home
cinema package if you don’t have much space. Few soundbars include a Blu-ray player as standard.

Theshortlist
— : - e = i
Philips HTL5140 QAcoustics Media4 Yamaha YSP-2500
Awards 2014: Best soundbar up to £300 Awards 2014: Best soundbar £300 to £600 Awards 2014: Best soundbar £600+
g e
Product £ Tested Verdict g § 8 % é 5 E
Up to £2000

Bowers & Wilkins Panorama2 1650 09.13/GT LTI 1 Animprovementon theoriginal e 310 13x110x18
Cambridge Audio MinxTV 200 02.14/ST [TTTTT1 Asoundbasethatdeliversan exciting sound at a great price 010 8x43x38
Cambridge Audio TV2 200 Aw.14/FT [TTTTT1 Bestsoundbaseupto£f300,Awards 2014 01 0 e 12x53x33
Canton DM 50 400 09.14/GT [TTTTT] Withgorgeoussoundand looks, the DM 50 justifies its price 01 1 6.554.5x30
CantonDM 75 450 Aw.14/FT [T T TTT1 Bestsoundbase £300+, Awards 2014 001 1 e 7x7332
Canton DM 90.2 1100 09.13/GT [T 1 | Thunderous sound but needs a bit more refinement e 0 2 2 15x90x30
Focal Dimension 890 10.14/FT [T T1 Abold movethat pays offhandsomely. Spectacular 110 12x116x12
Harman/Kardon SB30 800 07.12/FT [CITTTT1 | Agoodalternative toa full-on home cinema system e 0 1 1 e 10x1168
JBLCinema SB200 200 03.14/ST [CTII0 1 | Averygood single-bar solution to boostyour TV sound 010 12x90x10
JBLCinema SB400 450 06.13/ST LTI 1 I Agood-looking, capablealternative to TV speakers e 310 10x110x6
LGNB3520A 250 01.13/GT [TITTT] Impressive qualityand authority fora soundbar e 020 8x100x5
LG NB3530A 190 03.14/ST [CITTTT1 | Anadmirableandattractive soundbarfrom LG, but it's up against fierce competition e 020 71x950x50
LG NB4530A 300 06.13/ST [T TTT 11 Bestsoundbarupto£400,Awards2013 e 110 8x1064x4
Maxell MXSP-SB3000 220 02.14/ST LTI 11 I Anenjoyable performerwith someimpressive features 301 1 8x94x39
Monitor Audio ASB-2 800 11.13/FT [T T T Bestsoundbar£800+,Awards 2013 . 31 1 e 101x19x17
Orbitsound M9 300 06.13/ST [TTTTT1 Givenitssize,the M9isanimpressive performer e 010 9x30x10
Philips HTL5120 250 03.14/ST [T TTTT1 Astonkingsoundbarforonly£250 210 154x1010x81
Philips HTL5140 270 Aw.14/FT [LTTTTT1 Bestsoundbarupto£f3o0,Awards 2014 e 110 5x105x7
Philips HTL9100 600 Aw.13/FT [T T 11 Bestsoundbar£400-£800, Awards 2013 e 21 1 7x103x16
Pioneer SBXN700 350 05.14/GT [T 1 | Atalented subwooferwith an exhaustive feature set e e 020 9x90x12
QAcoustics Media 4 400 08.14/FT [TTTTT1 Bestsoundbar£f300-£600, Awards 2014.Product of the Year 0 1 0 e 11x14x100
Sandstrem S42SWLH13 150 03.14/ST LCITTT 111 Agreatlookingsoundbarwith plenty of connections e 210 113x900x48
Sonos Playbar 600 05.13/FT [TITTT] Animpressive soundbarthat produces fantastic surround sound e 0 10 9x90x14
Sony HT-XT1 300 09.14/GT [T | Packsapunch butrivals are more insightful 310 7x72x31
Tannoy BaseStation One 350 09.14/GT [T 1 | Tannoy'sfirstsoundbase may not be a class-leader, but it has a great sound 10 e 12x64x36
YamahaYAS-201 350 06.13/ST [T 1 1 Averygood soundbar but not worthy of being a class-leader e 3 21 14x43x35
YamahaYSP-1400 400 05.14/GT [TTTTT1 Bringsbigsoundtoasmallerbudget 0 1 1 e 10x100x13
Yamaha YSP-2200 800 10.11/GT [T TI 11 Bestsoundbar, Awards2012 e 3 21 9x89x12
Yamaha YSP-2500 800 11.14/FT [T T TTT11 Bestsoundbar£f600+, Awards 2014 e 1 2 1 e 7x9%xl4

Consider this:soundbars

i
Spatial awareness Table topper? Always look
You'll need the subwooferasclose ~ Some soundbars are flat and slim, Check the connections. Some bars
as possible to the soundbar, but others aren’t, and may block off need you to plug everything into directly below your TV
otherwise sound integration may your TV's infrared receiver. Consider your TV, then connect that to your
be a problem and they'll come a shelf under the telly, or invest in soundbar. But you may prefer to
across as two distinct entities. a power drill. use the soundbar directly.
Need more info? Go to whathifi.com wwwwhathificom 151
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The end for MP3?

If you own a half decent hi-fi system, using ‘FLAC’ instead
of ‘MP3’ files could be music to everyone’s ears

For those of us that consider themselves a
music lover, albeit to different degrees, we
are part of a very fortunate generation. We
now have access to an ever-growing
wealth of recorded music of extraordinary
range and depth, effectively accumulated
over the last 60 years. With the
introduction of the microgroove LP
record in the early 1950's, playback
quality took a quantum leap
forward and this also coincided
with a far higher standard of
recording techniques. Although
further improvements have been
made over the years, this was a
watershed time that first introduced
hi-fi as a reality.

Listening to
music has many
benefits

Hi-Fi is, of course, a means to an

end — the reproduction of music.

Many studies over the years have
shown remarkable benefits for
mankind through listening to
music. Making music is intrinsic to

all cultures and music is often used

for various therapeutic purposes
because it involves using the whole

brain. It is believed to improve
memory and intelligence, improve
physical development and coordination,
reduce stress and blood pressure, and even
reduce levels of pain.

We now have literally millions of recorded
music tracks available to us in all genres
and many different formats. One trend
over recent years, however, has been to
deliberately downgrade the quality in
order to offer quantity. The main culprits
have been MP3 and AAC formats which
were designed as a low cost form of
delivery when download speeds were slow
and computer chip memory was
expensive. Neither now applies and both
formats should be consigned to history

along with 78 rpm records and the 8-track

cartridge. Unfortunately, such is the
current market penetration of MP3 and
AAC formats that many people today are
listening to a considerably lower quality
of music reproduction than their peers
back in the 1970’s.

BachHh - %% Favouride!
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Quality vs quantity

Let us explain. The maximum resolution
from MP3 and AAC file formats, which
are both highly compressed, is 320 kbps
(kilobytes per second) which compares
with CD quality of 1411 kbps. This means
the resolution quality is less than a quarter
of that provided by a standard CD.
However, most MP3 or AAC files are
downloaded over the internet and the most
used download resolution is 128 kbps,
which is around one-eleventh of CD
quality. This should ring alarm bells. If you
are only playing back these tracks on an
iPod or mobile phone with a pair of ear-
buds, the quality may be irrelevant to

you. But if these tracks are your primary
source of music, perhaps with an iPod dock
into a decent hi-fi system, you are only
making a very poor quality sound louder.
Information is irretrievably lost and the full
dynamic range is lacking. The quality will
be very poor in contrast with a full
resolution version even if you are
completely unaware of the loss you
are inflicting upon yourself. This
can even affect the type of music
listened to as most classical
recordings downloaded as an MP3
or AAC file will have so much
information missing, and all the
complexities of the music lost, with
the end result that the recording is
reduced to just the essence of a tune.

What is the future
of recorded music?

There are now positive signs for the
future of recorded music.
Audiophiles, or hi-fi connoisseurs,
have been very important to the
music industry as they are
generally avid music lovers who
aim to maximise their enjoyment
by listening to music at its best
quality level, which means the
play-back of great recordings
through hi-end hi-fi to achieve the
most outstanding results. Without
them, a main driver for quality would
probably be removed from the music
industry. They have always sought out
quality but there is now an increasing
awareness among the wider public of the
serious deficiencies of the highly
compressed formats. Full resolution audio
streaming, as well as CD quality
downloads, are already available and will
surely become the eventual norm with this
greater awareness of the tremendous
quality benefit. Consumers will vote
through their purchases and will seek out
higher resolution recordings. Look at
Qobuz for a new high-profile entry into this
field who offer CD quality (16 bit/44.1 kHz
FLAC) streaming for over 15 million tracks.



The benefits of using
a specialist dealer

Specialist hi-fi dealers are also a
significant driver for maintaining high
quality in the music industry. Hi-end hi-fi
very soon exposes poor quality recordings
and specialist hi-fi dealers are constantly
assessing the relative merits of different
brands from manufacturers for potential
stocking. With specialist hi-fi dealers,
achieving the best system performance
and seeking out the most outstanding
combinations is almost invariably both
their hobby and their livelihood. Without
them, hi-fi manufacturers and potential
customers would have to rely on the
opinion of magazine reviewers to assess
levels of performance — a notoriously
unreliable decision making process. For
specialist hi-fi dealers, their relationship
with audiophiles and hi-fi connoisseurs is
also crucial to them for, if they are to stay
in business, they must satisfy the most
discerning customers in the industry. The
reality is that audiophiles and specialist hi-
fi retailers (and the ones listed on this page
represent the UK’s finest) are essential to
each other.

Specialist dealers know how to choose the
products that combine as a superb system
and how to get the best out of it by expert
installation in the home. They also
appreciate how exciting and involving
music can be and how it can deliver a
powerful emotional experience. If there’s
a price premium over an internet purchase
by choosing a specialist dealer, it’s
probably a small one, but it’s
unquestionably worth the difference.

‘ ‘ ...there is now an

Increasing awareness
among the wider public of
the serious deficiencies of
the highly compressed
formats. Full resolution
audio streaming, as well as
CD quality downloads, are
already available and will

surely become the
eventual norm.

Listed below is our selection of THE BEST HI-FI DEALERS IN THE UK. They have
been chosen because they are known to do an excellent job in guiding customers
towards hi-fi that will give years of musical enjoyment and total satisfaction.

Our Top 20 UK Hi-Fi Dealers

SOUTH

Ashford, Kent
SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI
40 High Street.

t: 01233 624441
www.soundcrafthifi.com
Chelmsford
RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND
& VISION

216 Moulsham Street.
t: 01245 265245
www.rayleighhifi.com
Kingston-upon-Thames
INFIDELITY

9 High Street,
Hampton Wick.

t: 020 8943 3530
www.infidelity.co.uk
Maidenhead

AUDIO VENUE

36 Queen Street.

t: 01628 633995
www.audiovenue.com
Norwich

MARTINS HI-FI

85-91 Ber Street.

t: 01603 627134
www.martinshifi.co.uk
REVICI

RAYLEIGH HI-FI

44a High Street.

t: 01268 779762
www.rayleighhifi.com
Southend-on-Sea

RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND
& VISION

132/4 London Road.
t: 01702 435255
www.rayleighhifi.com

LONDON
Ealing
AUDIO VENUE

27 Bond Street.
t: 020 8567 8703
www.audiovenue.com

N1 NORTH
GRAHAMS HI-FI Chester

190a New North Road. ACOUSTICA
t: 020 7226 5500 17 Hoole Road.

www.grahams.co.uk t: 01244 344227

Swi11 www.acoustica.co.uk
ORANGES & LEMONS

61/63 Webbs Road.
t: 020 7924 2043
www.oandlhifi.co.uk

SOUTH WEST

Gateshead
LINTONE AUDIO

7-11 Park Lane.
t: 0191 477 4167
www.lintone.co.uk

Bath Hull
AUDIENCE

14 Broad Street.
t: 01225 333310
www.audience.org.uk

THE AUDIO ROOM

Savile Street, Hull

t: 01482 891375
www.theaudioroom.co.uk
York

SOUND ORGANISATION
2 Gillygate.

t: 01904 627108
www.soundorg.co.uk

WALES

Monmouth

CERITECH AUDIO

5 Monnow Bridge.

t: 01600 716362
www.ceritech-audio.co.uk

Exeter
GULLIFORD HI-FI

97 Sidwell Street.
t: 01392 491194
www.gullifordhifi.co.uk

MIDLANDS

Banbury

OVERTURE

3 Church Lane.

t: 01295 272158
www.overture.co.uk
Coventry

FRANK HARVEY

163 Spon Street.

t: 024 7652 5200
www.frankharvey.co.uk
Leicester

CYMBIOSIS

6 Hotel Street.

t: 0116 262 3754
www.cymbiosis.com
Nottingham

CASTLE SOUND & VISION

48/50 Maid Marian Way.
t: 0115 9584404
www.castlesoundvision.com

Visit www.top20uk.com

QUALITY

A

ASSURED

SPECIALIST
HI-FI DEALERS

STAR QUALITIES

VALUE FOR MONEY oo % % % % %
SERVICE oo % % % % %
% %k %k % &

FACILITIES ..o
VERDICT ..o



NETWORK SYSTEMS

L] -
o Mediaservers
E These have hard drives built in. Go for the largest storage possible as
3 that leaves room for future expansion of your music and video library.
0
O < s :
o £z 258=55:1 2
TR =SSx=SX%Z2 3 o2 3
z Product £ Tested Verdict F5 28828885 &35 2
— Up to £3000
(7)) Lacie Lacinema ClassicHD 190 04.10/GT [TTTTT1 AsgoodasAppleTV,thisneedsto be auditioned B 1100 00 3 %92 e
- Microsoft Xbox 360 (250GB) 200 01.11/FT [ITII1 1 | Nowanappealingmediahub aswell 2568 1 1 0 0 0 0 3 e 16/48 e
E Netgear EVA9000 190 04.10/GT LTI T | Needs bettersound and Apple TV-like usability 50068 1 1 1 0 0 0 2 e 2492 e
Olive 4HD 2150 02.10/FT [ TITTTT1 Thisis21st-centuryhi-fi atits best B 1 110 01 1 e 24192
3 Olive O3HD 900 12.10/FT [TTTTT1 Agreatmusicserverthat’s nearly excellent 50068 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 24/192
- Raumfeld 3Raumfeld 1680 Aw.10/FT [TITTIT1 Afabulousproducttomake Sonossweat 16068 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 e 249
i
(7))
-
% Mediastreamers
()] These access the music or video files you have stored on your network.
z Check for file compatibility and decent control apps that improve usability.
53 5
5 5 2 wn L=
Product £ Tested Verdict £83 4= &5 =2
Upto £500
AppleTV 100 06.12/GT [TTT 11 ! Alimitedbutlikeable streamerfrom Apple 11000 00 16/48
Asus O!Play HD2 110 01.11/FT [T 1 Aflexible streamerimproved by a hard disk 11100 03 2048 o
Bluesound Powernode 430 10.14/FT [TTTTT1 Asuperbwayforhi-fifans and audiophiles to get their high-res kicks 00000 00 e 2419
Bluesound Node 400 Aw.14/FT [T TTTT1 Beststreamerupto£f6oo, Awards 2014 00000 0 1 e 2419
Cambridge Audio NP30 430 05.12/ST LTI 111 Stillworthy, butthere’s betteraround 001100 0 2 e 24/%
Marantz NA7004 430 05.12/ST [T T Unique, flexible and packed with dynamics 01 101 12 24/96
NetgearNeoTV 550 150 07.11/GT [TTTT1 | Decentenoughifyou knowwhatyou’re doing 11000 0 1 e 24192 e
NowTV 10 10.13/FT [TTTTT1 Oodlesoffree and premium content makes this a great upgrade fora ‘dumb’ TV 10000 00 o 16/48 e
Popcorn PopBox 3D 140 10.11/FT [ITTTTT1 ASwissArmyKnife ofstreaming 11000 0 2 16/48
PureJongoT2 130 11.13/FT [TTT 11 ! CheaperthanSonosbutcomeswitha few niggles 00000 00 o 1648
QED uPlay Stream 150 03.14/FT [T 1 | Ahandydevice that boasts decent sound and good features 00000 00 e 241%
Roku 2XS 100 06.12/GT CITTT0 1 1 Afamilyfriendly streamer 10000 0 1 o 16/48
Roku Streaming Stick 50 10.14/FT [LITTTTIT1 Performsaveryspecifictaskand does it brilliantly 10000 00 16/48
Sonos Play 3 259 12.11/ST [T T Acrackinglittle performer 00000 00 e 16/441
Sonos Play 5 349 12.11/ST [TTTTT1 Anidealone-boxnetwork player 00000 00 e 16/441
Sony NSZ-GS7 180 11.12/F1 [TITI1 ! GoodfirstGoogle TV device but needs more apps 11000 0 2 e 248 e
Sony SMP-N100 120 07.11/GT LTI 111 Afinemixtureof paid-forand catch-up content 11000 0 1 e 29% e
Sony SMP-N200 100 06.12/GT T | Acompetentand easyto use device 11000 0 1 e 2419 e
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NETWORK SYSTEMS/ DIGITAL TV BOXES

S5 e s K <
=33_=£ 4, So
2SI IR Tl ©
Product £ Tested Verdict 25528585 &8 2 n
£500-£1000 E'
Camb. Audio Stream Magic 6 700 08.12/FT [T T I I 11 Beststreamer£600-£1000,Awards 2013 001101 1 1 e 249 m
Camb.Audio Stream Magic 6V2 700 Aw.14/FT [T TT 11 Beststreamer£600-£1000, Awards 2014. Product of the Year 001101 1 1 e 24% P
Olive 02M 700 12.11/ST [T I I 1 | Affordable, buta bittoo refined for ourtastes 001100 0 1 e 249 -~
Pioneer N-50 400 05.12/ST [TTTTT1 Beststreamerupto£600,Awards 2013 00100 1 01 24/192 8
Rotel RT-09 650 04.11/FT LTI 111 Doesalotbutnotallofittothe standard we’d like 01 101 1 1 e 219 5
£1000 and above 2
Bryston BDP-1 2350 06.11/FT LTI 1 | Atruehi-fimedia player 011010 3 24/192 (7))
Cyrus Stream Xa 1250 Aw.14/FT [TITTTITT1 Beststreamer£f1000-£1500, Awards 2014 0010 2 3 1 e 24192 —
Cyrus Stream XP 2000 12.11/ST [T T I T Beststreamer£1000-£2500,Awards 2011 0010 2 3 1 e 24192 m
Cyrus Streamline 1600 08.11/GT [ITITTTT1 Beststreaming system up to £2000, Awards 2011 00102 3 1 e 24192 m
Cyrus Stream XP2-Qx 2010 Aw.12/FT [TTTTT] Beststreamingsystem £1500+, Awards 2014 0010 2 3 1 e 24192 ?
Linn Kiko 2500 10.12/FT [LTTTT1 Bestmusicsystem£1500+, Awards 2013 100 4 1 00 e 24192 (=g
Linn Majik DS-I 2500 02.10/FT LTI T | Givesaglimpse of the music-streaming future 11141 10 e 24192 o
NaimNAC-N172XS 1650 AwW.12/FT [T T T 11 Beststreamer£1000-£2000,Awards 2013 0200 2 2 1 e 24192 U
NaimND5XS 1950 01.12/ST [TTTTT1 Athrillinglymusical musicstreamer 001 100 0 1 e 219 c
Naim NDS/555PS 12620 12.12/F1 [T I TITT1 Engagingsound,bagsofdetailand manyfeatures 00100 0 1 e 24192 O
Naim NDX 2995 07.11/FT [T I T T Beststreamer£2500+,Awards 2011 001100 1 1 e 24192 5
NaimUniti 2670 12.11/ST [TTTTT1 Beststreamingsystem £2000+, Awards 2011 0000 3 2 1 e 24192 m
NaimUniti 2 2795 11.12/FT [TTTTTT Uniticontinues to lead the market at this price 00003 2 1 e 2419
Naim UnitiLite 1650 12.12/F1 [T I T T UnitiLite hits the streaming sweet spot 0000 3 2 1 e 24192
Naim UnitiQute 1600 12.11/ST [T T T Systems,Awards2010. Product of the Year 0010 2 2 1 e 24192
Naim UnitiQute 2 1195 09.13/FT [TTTTT1 Bestmusicsystem £800-£1500, Awards 2014 00102 2 1 e 32192
Pixel Magic Lumin 5000 02.14/FT LTI 1 | Afineplayerthatleads the field in terms of file compatibility 10100 02 24/192
Sony HAP-Z1ES 2000 02.14/FT [TTTTT1 Asmartlydesigned, superb-sounding piece of hi-fi 00000 00 e 2419
T+AMP 1260R 2700 12.10/FT LTI 111 Amazing-thisisproperhigh-end hi-fi 00101 1 1 e 219
Set-topboxes
Freeview Large choice of digital TV channels via a rooftop aerial
Freesat Much like Freeview, but takes signal from a satellite dish
Subscription Services from Sky and Virgin give a vast array of premium content
.3
2 8 -» = EBE8=¢8
Product £ Tested Verdict £ &8Es 258528
Up to £500
EquinuxTizi 150 03.11/FT [T 1 | wifi Freeview foryouriPad, iPhone or iPod Touch - 1 na o
Humax DTR-T1000 230 10.12/FT [T T 11 BestDigital HD recorder, Awards 2012 e 2 500 1
Humax DTR-T2000 200 11.14/FT [TTTTT1 BestFreeview HD recorder, Awards 2014 - e 2 50 1 e
Humax DTR-T1010 (500GB) 230 Aw.13/FT [T T 11 BestFreeview HD recorder, Awards 2013 e 2 500 1
Humax Foxsat HDR 300 04.10/GT [T Ifyou'relookingtotry Freesat, this is the waywe’d doit . 2 30 1
Humax HD-FOXT2 100 07.10/GT [T T T BestFreeview HD receiver, Awards 2011 - 1 nfa 1
Humax HDR-1000S (500GB) 220 01.13/FT [T T T1 BestFreesatrecorder, Awards 2013 . 2 500 1
IcecryptT2400 (2TB) 330 01.12/FT [TIII1 | Loadsofstorage, but could dowith more features . 2 2B 1
Panasonic DMR-PWT500 350 01.12/FT CTTT 11 | PVRboxmeetsBlu-rayplayer . 230 1 e
Philips DTR-5520 150 07.10/GT [T 1 | Fineinitsown right, butthere’s better out there . 2 nfa 1
Philips HDT8520 270 09.10/GT [EEE NN Excellent Freeview HD+ box . 2 500 1
Sagem DTR94250S 250 04.10/GT [IIT1 Acapableif unspectacular buy . 2 25 1 e
Samsung BD-D8500 450 05.11/FT [TTTTTT FreeviewmeetsBlu-rayinthis handily sized box . 2 50 1 e
Samsung STB-E7500 270 09.12/FT [T T1 Oneofthebest, mostflexible, Freeview HD TV recorders . 2 50 1 e
Sky+HD 1TB 249 Aw.12/GT [TTTTTT Productoftheyear, Set-top boxes, Awards 2012 . 2 1B 1
Sky+HD 2TB 250 Aw.13/FT LITTTTT] Bestsubscriptionservice, Awards 2014. Product of the Year . 2 1B 1
Sony SVR-HDT1000 300 12.11/GT NN N NN Onetoappealto the *biggeris better’ crowd . 2 1B 1
TechniSat HDFS 180 04.10/FT [TTTTT1 Asuperbsolutionforits price . 1 a1
TVonics DTR-HD500 280 12.10/FT [TTTTT] Acleverandwell-presented PVR . 2 500 1
Virgin Media Samsung V+ 99 07.09/FT [LLTTTTT AnalternativetoSkyHD, butstill less high-def content . 330 1 e
Virgin MediaTiVo 200 06.11/FT [T TTI1 Bestcablerecorder, Awards 2011 . 318 1 e
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MUSIC/VIDEO PLAYERS

(Y] =
s WMo Portablemusicplayers
% A category of products that has been put under increasing pressure by the rise of the ubiquitous
— E smartphone. At the most basic level it will be a standard music player that can be use in the gym.
o Higher-end machines will add video, internet browsing and apps as well.
2 )
s 3 % 5 BZE
& . e 5 £ 3 EF
Product £ Tested Verdict A & n = B&
()] Up to £1000
3 Astell & Kern AK100 MkIl 700 04.14/GT Yk k*k Afew design issues maravery talented performer 25 320x240 32 79x59x15
m AppleiPod Nano 16GB(2012) 130 01.13/FT ok ¥k ok Asimple, attractive, music-playing wonder 25 240x240 16 77%40x5
"™ B8 AppleiPod Shuffle 2GB 40 12.11/GT  kkkkk Simple and brilliantly effective nfa nfa 2 30x30x10
e AppleiPod Touch 64GB (2012) 330 12.12/FT %k k ok Best iPod Touch so far, but it’s fast becoming niche 4 1136x640 64 @ 123x59%6
g Cowon X7 200 02.11/FT 18,888 ¢ Agenuinerival to the monopoly of Apple 43 480x272 120 @ 127x79x15
— CowonZ2 200 Aw.12/FT ok Kok Agreat music player with good sound and flexible storage 37 800x480 16 @ 116x63x12
(7} FiioX5 290 08.14/GT ok Fok Abulky design gives way to a strong, if not outstanding music player 24 400x360  nja 114x68x16
) iBasso DX50 200 08.14/GT 2. 2.8.8.1 Enjoyable and affordable. However it’s not the last word in sound quality 1 96x96 8 60x40x20
2 SanDisk Sansa Clip+ 8GB 40 12.11/GT 12,888 Aworthy Apple alternative 24 320x240 8 10x64x17
a Sony NWZ-F805 16GB 200 01.13/FT 2. 8.8. 8.8 .4 This multimedia Walkman is a fine choice 35 800x400 16 @ 115x57x9
m Sony NWZ-F886 200 08.14/GT ek ¥k k Anintuitive interface, good sound and battery make for a well-realised music player 4 854x480 32 @ 116x59x8
F Sony NWZ-ZX1 550 04.14/GT 2 2.8.8.1 Aseriously impressive first attempt at a premium high-res audio player 4 854x480 128 @ 123x61x16
Tablets
Android Offers great flexibility and innovation
Apple i0S Fantastic ease of use; massive choice of quality apps
Windows New kid on the block. Watch this space
Product f Tested Verdict g £g § g g £ E
Upto £600
Amazon Kindle Fire HD 16GB 160 04.13/GT 2. 2.8.8.1 A great option for those looking for a user-friendly tablet Android ~ ® 7 1280x800  16/32  193x137x10
Amazon Kindle Fire HDX 7 200 01.14/FT ok Kok An excellent tablet but Android fans might find it a little restrictive Android @ 7 1920x1200 16/32/64 186x128x9
Asus VivoTab ME400 400 04.13/GT %k k Aconvincing rival to the Microsoft Surface in the Windows 8 space Windows8 @ 101 1366x768  32/64  263x171x10
Apple iPad Mini 64GB Wi-Fi 430 04.13/GT  Hkkkk Apple hits the bullseye. Again i0s ® 79 1024x768 16/32/64 200x135x7
AppleiPad Mini/Retinadisplay 320 01.14/ST 2 2.8.8.2.9 An absolutely superb tablet that shows its rivals how it’s done i0$ ® 7.9 2048x1536 16/32/64 200x135x7
Apple iPad 4 16GB Wi-Fi 400 04.13/GT  Skokkkk Besttablet over 8in, Awards 2013 i0s ® 97 2048x1536 16/32/64 240x190x9
Apple iPad Air 400 01.14/FT b2 2.2.2.¢ Best tablet over 8in, Awards 2014. Product of the Year i0S ® 97 2048x1536 16/32/64 240x170x8
Asus Eee Pad Transformer 380 09.11/GT F ok k ok Acompetitive tablet with a keyboard dock Android ® 101 1280%800  16/32  271x177x13
Asus Eee Pad Transformer Prime 500 07.12/FT %k kk ok Aslim and smart tablet that we love Android ® 101 1280x800  16/32  181x263x8
AsusTransformer Pad Infinity 600 04.13/GT % ¥k Kk Avery capable iPad alternative and one of the best android tablets Android 101 1900x1200  32/64  263x181x9
Blackberry PlayBook 16GB 400 09.11/GT %k k*k There’s plenty on offer here, but lacks apps aNx ® 7 1024x600 16/32/64 130x194x10
DellXPS 10 32GB 340 04.13/GT  Hkk*k Not perfect but an appealing alternative to the usual suspects WindowsRT @ 101 1366x768  32/64  270x180x10
Google Nexus 7 160 04.13/GT ek k ok Best tablet up to £300, Awards 2012. PRODUCT OF THEYEAR Andrid ® @ 7 1280x800  16/32  199x120x11
Google Nexus 7 (2013) 200 10.14/GT 2.2.8.8.8.¢ Best tablet up to 8in, Awards 2014 Android @ @ 7 1920x1200  16/32  200x114x9
Google Nexus 10 319 01.13/FT ok ¥k ok Great performance and price: a realiPad-botherer Android @ 10 2560x1060 1632  264x178x9
LG G Pad 260 01.14/ST 28,284 Looks the part but struggles against its price rivals Android @ 83 1920x1200 16  216x127x8
Kobo Arc 16GB 160 04.13/GT ek Fok Not for music buffs but a great budget option nonetheless Android 7 1280x800  16/32  190x120x10
Samsung Galaxy Note 10.1 450 02.14/FT ok Kok Agreat screen that’s let down by a cluttered interface Android ® 101 2500x1600 16/32/64 171x243x8
Samsung GalaxyTab 2 7.0 160 04.13/GT ok Kok Find it forthe right price and it’s a capable all-rounder Android ® 7 1024x600 816  190x120x10
Samsung GalaxyTab S 320 10.14/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ The best tablet we’ve tested from Samsung so far Android ® 84 2560x1600  16/32  213x126x7
Sony XperiaTabletS 330 04.13/FT 2. 2.0.8.1 Plenty of potential, but there are niggles Android ® 9.4 1280x800  16/32  240x170x10
Sony Xperia TabletZ 399 06.13/FT b 8. 2.8.¢ Sony fanswill love it, but there are tablets out there for less money Android @ 101 1920x1200  16/32  172x266x69
Sony XperiaTabletZ2 400 08.14/FT 2. 2.8.2.1 Another solid effort, but doesn’t do quite enough against the iPad Android @ @ 101 1920x1200  16/32  172x266x64
Tesco Hudl 120 01.14/FT 2. 8.8.8.¢ Not flawless, but this is a superb budget tablet from Tesco Android 7 1440x900 16 192x129x10

“There really is a lot to like about the LG G Pad, with its great screen, expandable

memory and impressive design and build”

January 2014
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SMARTPHONES

(7))
Smartphones 3
Android Offers great flexibility and innovation g
Apple i0S Fantastic ease of use; massive choice of quality apps o
Windows New kid on the block. Watch this space g.
(°]
Theshortlist =
1]
(7]
AppleiPhone 6 Sony XperiaZ3 LGG3
“It’s fair to say we’re quite taken with the “Sony’s expertise when it comes to camera, | “There’s no denying its high-res capabilities,
iPhone 6. While it might not break any new screen, gaming and audio technology shines | mixed in with a stunningvideo performance,
ground when it comes to specification, through to make the XperiaZ3 a true great design and superb user experience
its performance is one that’s hard to fault.” multimedia powerhouse.” make the LG G3 avery tempting choice.”

S . g e
Product Tested Verdict g Eg § g é E E
Apple iPhone 4S 07.12/ST 2.2.0.8.2.9 Former reigning smartphone, now replaced but still good i0S 3.5 960x640  16/32/64 115x59x9
AppleiPhone 55 Aw.13/FT ok kK Best smartphone, Awards 2013. PRODUCT OF THEYEAR i0s ® 40 1136x640 16/32/64 124x59x8
AppleiPhone 6 Aw.14/FT ok k ok Best phone up to 5in, Awards 2014. Product of the Year 0S @ @ 47 1334x750 16/32/128 138x67x7
AppleiPhone 6 Plus Aw.14/FT 2.8.2.8.0.9 Former reigning smartphone, now replaced but still good i0S 3.5 960x640  16/32/64 115x59x9
Google Nexus 4 07.13/GT Fkok Kk Atop performerand a brilliant realisation of Android power Android 47 1280x768 /16  134x69x9
Google Nexus 5 07.14/GT ok k ok Adecentall-rounder but new rivals have bettered it Android ® 495 1920x1080  16/32  138x69x9
HTCOne 07.13/GT 2. 8.8.8.8 ¢ Sets the bar high for smartphonesin 2013 Android ® 47 1080x1920 32 137x68x9
HTCOne (M8) 07.14/GT 2.8.2.8.0.9 Improves considerably on is predecessor. Does very little wrong Android ® 5 1920x1080 32 146x71x9
HTCOne Max 05.14/ST 2 .2.0.8.¢ Afine performer but could make better use of its bigger screen Android ® 59 1920x1080 16/32  165x82x10
HTCOne X+ 01.13/ST 2. 8. 8.8 ¢ Well worth considering: good for musicand a joyto use Android 47 1280x720 3264  134x70x9
HTCOne XL 03.13/FT 2 2.0.8.¢ Great for mobile media fans but its poor battery life just takes the edge offit - Android ® 47  1280x720 32 135x7009
HTC8S 07.13/GT k8. 8.8 ¢ Capable and fun, if feature-light Windows ® 47  800x480 4 121x63x10
LG Optimus 4XHD 01.13/ST %k ok k Not outstanding, but a worthy alternative to the best Android 47 1280x720 16 132x68x9
LG OptimusL5 11 07.13/GT  Hkk*k Nota thrilling phone but the user experience is good Android 40 800x433 4 118x62x9
LGG2 07.14/GT kK Alittle outdated but still a worthy contender Android ® 52 1920x1080 16/32  139x71x9
LGG3 09.14/FT 2. 8.0.0.0 ¢ Has everything we liked about the G2 and then some Android ® 55 1440x2560  16/32  146x75x9
LG G Flex 05.14/FT %k ok k All the pros of the G2, but with a low-res screen Android ® 6  1280x720 32 161x82x8
Nokia Lumia 920 07.13/GT 2 .2.8.8 ¢ Apromising start for Nokia’s flapship Windows ® 45 1280768 32 130x71x11
Nokia Lumia 925 09.13/FT 2. 8. 2.8 ¢ The best Windows Phone yet Windows ® 45 1280x768  16/32  129x71x9
Nokia Lumia 930 11.14/FT ok kk We’d like more apps but this is (again) the best Windows effortwe’ve seen  windows ® @ 5 1920x1080 32 137x71x10
Nokia Lumia 1520 05.14/ST Yk k*k Apps still disappoint but this is the best Windows Phone yet Windows ® @ 6  1920x1080 32 163x85x9
OppoN1 05.14/ST 2.2.0.8.¢ Quirky and flexible, this is a great effort from a promising brand Android ® 59 1920x1080 16/32  171x83x9
Samsung Galaxy Nexus 07.12/ST 2. 8. 2.8 ¢ Great in manyways but pipped by rivals for audio Android 465 1280x720 1632  136x68x9
Samsung Galaxy Note 07.12/ST  *kk*k*k Ahybrid between a smart phone and a tablet Android 529 1280x800  16/32  147x83x10
Samsung Galaxy Note Il 01.13/ST  Hkk*k Massive screen, massive battery, very tempting Android 555 1280x720 16/32/64 151x81x9
Samsung Galaxy Note Ill 05.14/ST 2.8.8.8.0.9 The original phablet, updated and still the best Android ® @ 57 1920x1080 32 151x80x8
Samsung Galaxy S|l 01.12/GT 2. 8. 8.8 ¢ Still great but upped by the new kids on the block Android 43 800x480  16/32/64 125x66x8
Samsung Galaxy S Il 08.12/FT 2.2.2.8.0.9 Best smartphone, Awards 2012 Android 48 1280x720  16/32  137x71x9
Samsung Galaxy S4 07.13/GT  Hkk*k Better than its predecessor but not as good as its rivals Android @ @ 50 1920x1080 16/32/64 137x70x8
Samsung Galaxy S5 07.14/GT  Ykk*k Animprovementon the S4, but not radical enough Android @ @ 51 1920x1080  16/32  142x73«8
Sony Ericsson Xperia ArcS 01.12/GT  *kk*k*k An excellent addition to the market Android 42 854x480 1 125x63x9
Sony XperiaS 07.12/ST 2.2.2.8.0.9 Arealrival to the iPhone Android 43 1280x720 32 128x64x11
Sony Xperia T 01.13/ST ok k Astrong all-rounder for musicand movie lovers Android 455 1280x720 16 129%67x9
Sony XperiaZ 07.13/GT 2. 2.0.8. 0. Atriumph for Sony — one capable of taking the fight to Google Android ® ® 5 19201080 16  139x71x8
Sony XperiaZ1 03.14/FT 2. 8.8.8.0.9 Sony fans will love it, a speedy, sleek and impressive smartphone Android ® @ 5 19201080 16 144x74x9
Sony XperiaZ2 07.14/GT  Hhhkk*k The phone to beatin 2014. Outstanding Android @ @ 52 1920x1080 16  147x73«@
SonyXperiaZ3 AW.14/FT 2. 2.2.0.0 ¢ Best phone 5in+, Awards 2014 Android @ @ 52 1920x1080 16 146x72x7
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ACCESSORIES

HDMI cables

Digital cables that carry both picture and sound. These carry control signals
as well, so they can integrate the operation of components in your system.

Ourrecommendations

HDMI cables

e =

Product £ Tested Verdict 5% 2
Up to £80
Audioquest Pearl 23 06.11/FT 0.2.8.8 8¢ Best HDMI cable, Awards 2012 114
Cambridge Audio 500 (5m) 69 06.10/GT Sk k*k Aperfectlyacceptable cable for the money 5 13
Chord Company Supershield 50 10.10/GT sk hk kK Still a class-leading cable, but now it’s 1.4 too 1013
ClearerAud C-lineHDMI(2m) 60 08.07/FT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Willimprove even 1080p pictures, helping stability. Well worth the money 1 2
Kimber Kable HD-09 73 03.09/GT  *k*k*k Picture quality is up with the best and it creates a wide sound field 2 13
PhilexThor Flat HDMI 40 10.09/GT %k kok Agutsy, well built HDMI cable. 113
PhilexThor HDMI/DVI kit 60 09.06/FT 2. 8. 2.8.8.9 Avery decent cable for not much cash - you can’t really go wrong 5013
QED HDMI-P 50 11.08/FT ek kk ok This award winning cable just got better 113
QED Performance HDMI 70 03.09/GT 1.8.2.8.8 ¢ Capable performer - finely balanced sound and a wonderfully rendered picture 3013
QED Performance HDMI-e 35 03.11/FT %k kok Perfectly good cable thatjust falls down iniits pricing 1 14
QED Perf. HDMI-e S/speed 60 11.10/FT * ok k ok Communicates a superb and natural colour balance and virtually noise-free images 2 14
QED Profile HDMI 25 01.12/FT ek k ok ok Now with 1.4 status, this is still aworthy cable 1 14
QED Qunex HDMI-P (5M) 75 09.08/GT 1. 2.8.8.8.¢ Fantastic picture quality mated with a dynamicand powerful sound 5 13
ThatCable HDMI 5 10.09/FT %k %k k Brilliant way to spend a fiver - will give rivals up to £20 something to think about 15 13
£80 and above

ThatCable HDMI (5m) 10 06.10/GT Y kk*k Ano-brainerfor those on a tight budget 5 13a
Vivanco Prowire 45 10.10/GT 2. 8.2.8.¢ Afine cable that’s worth seeking out 15 13
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- x B
8 O

Product f Tested Verdict zg 2 z

Vivanco Sound and Image 30 11.09/GT Sk kkk Arespectable upgrade, it provides greater fidelity in sound and vision over budget cables 2 13 —

Wireworld Chroma (Miami) 60 10.09/GT Yk k*k Highly competent, although lacking in low-frequency heft 113 n

Wireworld Chroma 6 60 AW.10/FT  Shokokokok Best HDMI cable £50+, Awards 2010. Great upgrade cable for higher-end systems 114 m

WireworldIsland 6 46 10.10/GT Yk k Packs a firm punch and strong dynamics 14 2.0 U

Audioquest Cinnamon 80 01.11/FT  >kk*%*  Atop-notch HDMIthat'sa credit to any system 2 14 a

Audioquest Forest 80 06.10/GT sk *%*  Atrueandworthyrivalto Chord’s Supershield 5 14 (7))

Audioquest HDMI-1 180 09.08/GT Yk d*k This stylish cable offers a solid, cohesive image with good sound 3 13

Audioquest HDMI-X 95 03.09/GT Sk k*k Areal entertainer - chunky bass and images are well defined 3 13

Atlas HDMI 160 07.07/GT Yk k*k Upgraded version of the existing Atlas HDMI - delivers good detail and contrast 7 13

Black Rhodium Coral HDMI 100 10.06/FT  Ykkk Worthy of serious consideration - pictures are highly detailed, colours convincing 4 13

Chord Company Active 115 10.09/GT Sk kk*k Muscular-sounding and excellent in every regard 15 13

Chord Co. Active Silver + HDMI 95 01.11/FT 2. 8.2.8.8.9 Animpressive successor to the old Active cable 1 14

Chord Co. Supershield (5m) 90 06.10/GT  Hkhh*k Apunchy award winner that defies its low price tag 5 1.3a

Ecosse Picture Perfect Ultra 110 09.08/GT Sk k*k This Ecosse gives a punchy, powerful performance with great detail levels 5013

Ecosse Picture PerfectUltra+ 169 09.08/GT ok kkk With its punchy, powerfuland composed production, this cable oozes dynamics 5 13

QED Qunex HDMI-P (7m) 85 07.07/GT Sk kkk Stunningvalue, offering a cracking picture, and great for budget set ups 7 10

QED Reference 125 06.10/GT  Hkhk Kk Anassured, but expensive, performer 5 13a

QED Signature HDMI 150 10.09/GT Yk h*k It’s competent and classy, and looks good too 1013

Supra HF100 HDMI (8m) 112 08.06/GT Sk k*k Notjust pretty but it delivers impressive performance over eight metres 8 1.0

van den Hul Flat 180 90 10.09/GT Sk hk*k Typicalvan den Hul quality from a hinged cable that doesn’t fall out of its socket 2 13b

van den Hul Flat HDMI (3m) 105 03.09/GT Kk hk*k One of the best HDMI cables we’ve ever heard 3013

van den Hul Ultimate 300 10.08/FT Sk kk*k It’s pricey, but has good performance 113

Vivanco SHQ Ultra 80 06.10/FT %k kk It’s an enjoyable watch, although there’s some reservation 12 14

Wireworld Chroma 5HDMI(7m) 109 07.07/GT ok kk Flexible cable that delivers pictures as good as any HDMI cable at this price 7 10
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m - - -
Y Digitalinterconnects
g USB An increasingly common way to connect your computer to your hi-fi
c Optical Digital cable that uses light to transmit sound between components
(o) Coaxial Sends audio via an electrical signal between your hi-fi and AV kit
2 .
o
e £
= i g P
M— Product £ Tested Verdict s 3
— Upto £50
E Audioquest Forest USB 1.5 25 11.10/FT [TTT11 ! Gotabudgetlaptopandabudget DAC? This cable is ideal for connecting them UsB 15
o Atlas Fibre Optic 32 06.09/GT [T ITITT1 Fine,substantial, budgetcable choice optical 1
.Q Profigold PROI2102 30 03.11/FT [TTTTT] SimpleupgradetotheiPod/iPhone-to-USB cable - music sounds cleanerand clearer Uss 2
n QED Performance Coaxial 30 10.08/GT [T T T 11 Bestcoaxialdigital cable, Awards 2012 Coaxial 1
SR  QED Performance Graphite 40 11.12/GT [TTTTT1 Bestopticaldigital cable, Awards 2012 Optical 1
(7)8 SupraUSB2.0 29 11.12/GT [T LTI 11 BestUSBcable, Awards 2012 UsB 1
3 True Colours Industries Coral 35 06.09/GT [ITTTTT1 Bestdigitalinterconnect, Awards 2010. Excellent optical lead Optical 1
w Wireworld Nova 6 40 11.12/GT [ITTT1 I Likeanup-and-comingband: unrefined but likeable and energetic Optical 1
E £50and above
° Audioquest Cinnamon 60 11.12/FT CITTT11 I Likeafine paintbrush: controlled and delicate but lacking the big, broad strokes of a roller UsB 15
° Atlas Equator Optical 50 11.12/GT [T | Worth checking out, but not for the basshunters Optical 1
3 Chord Company Optichord 51 11.12/GT [TTTTT1 Confident,competentand extremely likeable. Highly recommended Optical 1
i) Chord Co. Prodac Pro Digital 70 05.11/FT [T TIT1 Evenbetterfollowingan upgradetoits plugs Coaxial 1
.E ClearerAudio Copper-line75 97 Aw.08/FT LTI 1 | Thisisanotherfine cable from the Copper-line stable. It’s well worth a listen Coaxial 1
w ClearerAud. Silverline Optimus 185 09.09/GT [T I 11 Thesheerbrilliance of this cable makes it stand out Coaxial 0.5
: EcosseThe Director SE 89 09.09/GT [T | Spacious soundingand great with higher frequencies Coaxial 1
m Furutech Formula 2 55 Aw.11/FT [T I T 11 BestUSBcable, Awards 2011 UsB 12
° Kimber USB 52 11.12/GT LTI 11 | Worthanaudition ifyou’re after something laid-back UsB 1
L— QED Qunex 75 Signature 80 09.09/FT [T 1 | Beautifullymade, butnotquite as thrilling as we’d like Coaxial 1
g QED U Play (Bluetooth) 65 05.10/FT [ITTTTT] It'ssmall,cheap,and does an effcient job Bluetooth 10
Vertere Pulse D-Fi 70 Aw.12/FT [TTTTT1 Amust-auditionifyou can stretchyour budget usB 1
< Wireworld Ultraviolet 5 USB 50 08.09/FT [TTTTT1 BestUSBcable, Awards 2010. Ifyou use digital kit, this needs to be on your audition list UsB 2
Analogueinterconnects
gueint t
These carry audio signal from source to amplifier, or between pre-amplifier and power amplifier.
Some use a shielding construction to reduce external electrical interference.
E
Product £ Tested Verdict g« % 3
Upto £50
Atlas Element Integra (1m) 45 11.13/GT [T ITTTT1 Bestanalogueinterconnect, Awards 2014 - 1
Black Rhodium Twist 36 06.14/GT [T | Wewouldn’trecommend this cable for bright-sounding systems but it’s a decent option for the money . 1
Clear. Aud. C-line Alpha One 30 12.11/FT [CITTT0 1 1 Abargaininterconnectthatshould be onyourshortlist . 1
Ecosse Conductor CA1.2 49 06.11/GT [0 1 Excellentwith detail-agood all-rounder - 1
Ecosse The Composer 37 09.12/GT [CIIT0T T Lacks excitement, but a lovely design with warm and punchy sounds - 08
Merlin Mozart 40 09.12/GT [TTT 11 ! Openandexuberant,iflackinginwarmth - 1
QED Performance Audio 2 40 09.12/GT CITTT01 1 Agile,funandnuanced: would dowellin pretty much any system . 1
QED Profile 18 06.11/GT [TTITIT1 Atthetopofthefirstupgradetree - o 1
Wireworld Luna 37 09.12/GT [TTTTT1 Excellentwith subtletyand dynamics: should be on anyinterconnect shortlist - 1
Wireworld Luna 6 36 12.09/GT [T T T T Looksstrange, butdelivers agreat refined sound - 1
Wireworld Luna 7 40 06.14/GT [TTTTT1 Deliversaconfidentand likable sound. Agreat option at this price . 1
£50and above
Atlas Equator Integra 75 02.12/FT [TTTTT1 Arecommended second-upgrade cable . e 1
AudioQuest Red River 85 06.14/GT LTI 1 | Whatitlacks in smoothness and subtlety, it makes up forin scale and dynamics . 1
Chord Co. Chameleon Plus 125 11.11/FT [T T TTT1 Newplugsmaketheseeven more essential - 1
Chord Company Cobra VEE 3 95 06.14/GT LTI 1 | Clearand detailed, this cable brings avery driven and focused feel to music . 1
Chord Company Indigo Plus 995 05.09/FT [ITITTT] It'sgeniusinaninterconnect- butyou need the right system . 1
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E
te2: P
S ES®
Product £ Tested Verdict 2R 3 ()]
Chord Crimson Vee3 50 11.13/GT [T T | Anice, easy-going cable that’s a little too restrained 1 a
Ecosse The Baton Mk Il 104 08.08/GT [T 1 | Although there’s much to admire, the Baton Mk Il can struggle to gel sounds - . 08 m
Furutech Alpha Line-1 80 03.11/FT [TITTTT1 Acableforownersof midrange systems to get very excited by - very good indeed - 1 :
QEDJ2P 50 12.09/FT [T TI 11 Fastandagile3.5mm-RCAcable . 15 m
QED Reference Audio 40 85 06.14/GT [TTTTT1 Reassuringbuild quality from a cable that brings fantastic depth and dimension . 1 1
QED Reference Audio J2P 50 12.09/FT [T T T Cleansoundingand packed with detail . 15 :
QED Signature Audio S 190 09.09/FT [CITITT T QED’snewflagship interconnect offers great dynamics and punch . 1 g
van den HulThe Bay C5 85 06.14/GT [T | Forbright-sounding systems The Bay could be the antidote . 1 b
van den HulThe Name 60 09.12/GT [T 1 | Energyand funtrump ultimate precision . 08 0
van den HulThe Wave 100 01.09/FT [T LTI 11 TheWavehasaformidablearrayoftalents and is one of the best cables at this kind of money . 1 o
van den HulThe Well 100 06.11/GT [T 1 | Anideal boosterforthin sounding kit - o 1 g
Wireworld Oasis 6 130 06.11/GT [T T1 Atrulysplendid cable for kit worth £800-£1000 . e 1 Q
insproduc
dins proaucts d
IEC Usually a three-pin connector used in most hi-fi (and kettles) Z
Figure of 8 Small, two-pin connector. Tends to be used on lower-priced products o
Blocks and conditioners Multi-plug units, some of which attempt to filter noise out of the mains 5'
= g 0
SN T
SES I X
v v E @ A 2
Product £ Tested Verdict E é E E” E E o
Upto£100 %
Clear. Aud. C-Line Alpha One 25 11.10/FT [TTTTT] Afinefirststage mains cable upgrade . e nfa n
Clear.Aud.C-LAlpha P/HUB 90 04.11/FT [T 1 | Makesanoticeable difference, but not the last word in cohesion o o e 6 [ o o
Ecosse Big Orange MK2+ 60 04.10/FT [TTTTT1 Providesworthwhilegainsin performance —and plenty of them - e na m
Lindy 6-way 40 12.08/FT [TTTTT1 Forjustf40,thisconditionerisabona fide system booster e o e 6
Merlin Tarantula Figure ’8’ 40 01.11/GT [TTTTT] Incredible bangforyourbuckfrom Merlin . . nfa
Merlin Tarantula MK6 40 11.10/FT [TTTTT1 Bestmainscable, Awards 2010.Agood tweak fora hi-fi or AV system . e na
Russ Andrews Powerkord-8 75 01.11/GT [TITTT T Anidealchoiceforasimple upgrade . . nfa
Tacima (5929 40 08.06/FT [CTITTT] Explicitlyillustrates the gains a modest outlay can achieve e o e 6
£100 and above
Audioquest NRG 1.5 100 01.11/GT LTI 11 1 Alivelyand precise cable that does much right . . nfa
Atlas Eos 147 05.09/GT [ITTTTT1 Wellbalanced, deliveringimpressive depth and scale - n/a
Clearer Audio Silver-line 150 07.06/FT [TTTTT] Capableoftrulyastonishingimprovements . nfa
Furutech G-320AG 165 02.11/GT [TTTTT1 Apricybutworthwhile addition toyour set-up . . nfa
R Andrews Ref P/Kord W350i 232 05.09/GT [ITTTTIT1 Ifyouhavecomponents costing £2000 upwards, consider this cable . e nfa
Russ Andrews X2 200 11.11/FT [0 1 | Effective but suffers from a lack of sockets o o e 2
Supra MD-06 150 07.08/FT [ITIT1 | Itadds clarity, but some might not like the leaner sound . e 6
vandenHulM/ServerHybrid 150 05.09/GT LTI 1| Notboringordull, butit’sjusttoo relaxed and safe sounding . e na
Wireworld Stratus 52 100 08.10/FT [T T TTT1 Oneofthebestmains cables forthis money . e nfa

Tacim §TM &6 [T T [§zDIGZLQQLQI P DLQVIFRQGLILRQH!
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ACCESSORIES

o Speaker cabl
= peaKercavies
[(+] These carry the audio signal from your amplifier to your speakers. Bi-wiring uses two runs
() of cables per speaker and can lead to improvements in the speakers’ performance.
o
[ (] Theshortlist
TalkElectronics Talk 3 Wireworld Lluna7 QEDXT40
f4/m £6.50/m Awards 2014: Best speaker cable
Also consider
Product £ Tested Verdict egn
Upto£10/m
Audioquest FLX-SLiP 14/4 5.80 11.13/GT 0.8.2.8.0 9 Best Speaker Cable, Awards 2013
Audioquest G4 4.50 03.14/GT 2 2.8.8.1 Loses outwhen it comes to the weight and solidity of its sound. Exciting and articulate nonetheless
AudioquestX2 5 07.11/GT 2. 2.8.8.1 Aperfectly smooth and even-handed sounding performer
Atlas Equator 2.0 OFC 6 03.14/GT ok Kok Allows foran impressive sense of weight and power, but doesn’t quite match its rivals
Chord Co. CarnivalSilv. Screen 6 10.12/GT ok ok Slightly overtaken by newer rivals, but still a mighty fine choice
Cl. Audio C-line Alpha Shield 5 10.12/GT  Sokkk Restrained dynamics hold this otherwise good cable back from the full five stars
EcosseCS 2.3 5 10.12/GT ok k ok Balanced, nuanced and an easy listen, but a little subdued
Ecosse CS 4.2 3 02.12/FT 2 8.8, 8¢ Adecent cable that needs a touch more punch °
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(7]
K
Product £ Tested Verdict & m
QED Ruby Anniversary 6 10.12/GT 22,88 Rich and detailed but lacking in rhythm and dynamics m
QED Ruby Anniversary Evolution 6 03.14/GT Sk kkk Rich, detailed, energeticand clean. Agreat cable 5
QED Silver Anniversary XT 5 07.08/GT  Jokhdkk Ourbudget cable Best Buy for three years on the trot L]
QED X-TC 4 09.10/FT 2. 8.2.8.8.¢ Agreat budget cable that’s able to hold its own 0
QED XT Evolution 6 10.09/FT 0.2.8.8.0.4 QEDis now a twin threat in the sub-£10/m speaker cable market m
Talk Electronics Talk 3 4 07.11/GT Yk kK An essential first cable upgrade c
Wireworld Luna 7 6.50 03.14/GT 2.8, 8.8.8 ¢ The all-round ability of this cable means it should sit well with a wide range of systems a
Wireworld The Stream 16/2 5 10.12/GT ook kok Stilla cracking cable, but losing out to better competition m
Wireworld Stream 7 6 11.13/GT Fook kok Ifyou’re a fan of detail then you should definitely consider the Stream 7 —
£10/m and above g
Atlas Hyper 2.0 15 07.08/GT Yook ko k Ifyour system warrants this kind of cable, you won’t be disappointed m
Atlas Mavros (5m) 2290 08.08/FT 2 2.2.8.8.¢ Pairwith an extravagant system and get excellent performance ° m
Chord Company Signature 125 01.07/GT 0. 8.8.8.9.4 One of the most effective upgrades you will ever hear ifyou own expensive kit 5
Ecosse MS2.4 50 01.08/FT 2. 2.8.8.0 ¢ Amassively detailed cable that reveals subtleties with refinement g
Kimber 4VS 12 04.10/GT  Jokkxk An accomplished performerwith an expressive sound (7))
QEDXT40 10 Aw.14/FT Sk kK Best speaker cable, Awards 2014. Product of the Year -
QED Revelation 15 04.10/GT 2. 8.8.8.9.4 Afine cable that should be on youraudition list g
QED Silver Anniv. XT Biwire 10 10.06/GT  Hkkk Kk Aclear class-leader with exceptional sonic transparency on display ° n
van den Hul The Clearwater 10 03.14/GT Yook ko k Acable with animpressive level of detail and clarity 7))
Speakerstands
Many stands are hollow and can be filled with sand or other similar heavy materials. This is to
increase mass and dampening and the sonic benefit is tighter bass — although too much of it can
be counter-productive and end up deadening the sound.
Theshortlist
Custom Design FS104 Signature QAcoustics Concept 20 speaker stands Atacama Mosﬁ
£200 £200 Awards 2014: Best speaker stands
.
28 o 8
Product f Tested Verdict g E z é
Up to £500
AtacamaDuo 6 65 02.13/GT 2. 2.0.8.2.9 Avery likable pair of speaker stands 603131 @ 1
Atacama Nexus 6 200 12.00/FT 2.8.8.8.0.9 Still fine peformers despite their age 60x2530 @ 1
Atacama Moseco 6 120 09.14/GT ek k ok Best speaker stands, Awards 2014 60x24x28 @ 4
Custom rc60 Deluxe 125 10.07/FT R 2.2.0.9 This bespoke service has made afine pair stands 60x20x25 5
Custom Design FS103 160 09.14/GT Yk k*k Agood pair of stands but rivals offer better overall performance 610226 ® 4
Custom Design FS104 Signature 200 09.11/GT 2.8.8.8.0.9 Best speaker stands, Awards 2013 62x16x18 @ 4
Custom Design RS300 90 03.07/GT 2.8.8.8.0.9 Minimal design, a thoroughly appealing listen 61x2226 ® 2
Custom Design RS302 120 11.06/FT Fok ok k Plenty of detail & clarity especially with vocals 6122026 ® 3
Hi Fi Racks Podium T5 IV 150 09.11/GT ok kk Ideal for those with forward sounding speakers 50x24x30 2
Hi Fi Racks Podium Slimline 120 09.14/GT 28,88 ¢ Acomfortable listening experience that’s marred by some less than appealing fuzziness 60x15x21 5
Mission Stance 100 07.09/FT 2. 8. 8.8 ¢ Will do afine job with £200-£400 speakers 58x21x28 ® 3
Partington ANSA 60 150 09.11/GT 2. 2.0.0.¢ They remain fine stands - but no longer outstanding value 60x2328 @ 1
Part. D’nought Broadside 300 08.08/FT ko k ke Deliver wide ranging improvements to sound 60x23x28 1
Partington Heavi 399 03.07/FT 2. 8.8, 8¢ Ifyou demand the best, buy these 60x30x21 1
Part. Super Dreadnought 180 03.07/GT 2. 8.8.8.0.9 Best £100+ speaker stands in Awards 2007 60x16x17 @ 1
QAcoustics 20 speaker stands 200 09.14/GT  Hhhkk*k Clever construction and great performance makes these stands ideal support for all types of speakers 66.5X39x24 2
SoundstyleZ2 70 11.08/FT 2.8.2.8.0.4 Best sub-£100 speaker stand in Awards 2007 57x17x23 @ 2
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ACCESSORIES

AV &hi-firacks

Many racks are built to be expanded. Several manufacturers offer you a number of
shelving options for ready-made products, but what if you want to get more kit in a few years?
We like having the option to build upwards at a later date.

AV & hi-firacks

5 9 é E ?

Product £ Tested Verdict 123 & g E é

Upto £500
Alphason Finewood 1100 300 03.13/FT [CTTT 11! Looksgreatand provides sturdy supportforyour kit 3 51x110x45 1
Alphason ST560/3 260 06.10/GT LTI 1 | Awellisolated modular design that does much right e 4 65X56X59 2
Atacama Equinox AVI 380 05.07/FT [T T I 11 NeatsolutiontomountaTVaboveAV electronics 2 110x106x60 3
Atacama Equinox 339 11.09/GT [T | Stillagood rack, but newer rivals offer more e 2-5  Variablex60x55 3
Atacama Evoque Eco 60-40 450 09.14/GT [TTTTT] Bestequipmentsupport,Awards 2014 e 3 Variablex60x40 3
Atacama Eris Eco 5.0 460 04.12/FT [T T IT1 Bestequipmentsupport, Awards 2013 o 4 70x5956 4
Audiophile Base Stratabase 360 01.08/FT [TITTT Itisn’tcheap butjustifies the cost e 1 0.4x43x36 2
Custom Design Concept AV 350 04.07/GT [TITTT] Looksandsoundsexcellent, plus four colouroptions 3 60x101x40 4
Custom Design Icon Sig. 330 10.06/FT LTI 1 | Agreatrackforan upgradetotame unruly systems 4 42X75%66 1
Custom Design Milan 4 470 11.09/GT [T 1 Smallandwell made, butlacks subtlety o 4 59X57X40 5
Custom Design Milan LCD3 350 09.08/FT [T 1 | Astylish addition to Custom Design’s catalogue e 3 42X77X40 4
Custom Design Tokyo Hi-Fi 4 430 08.11/GT [TTTTT1 Alightweightrackwithimmense potential e 4 64x58x40 3
Hi Fi Racks Podium 460 08.11/GT [TTTTT] Bestequipmentsupport,Awards 2011 e 3 62x60x40 1
HiFi Racks Podium SI. Ak. XL 260 09.14/GT [T 1 Easytobuildandaverygood dealforthe good price e 3 Variablex79.540 5
Hi Fi Racks Podium Slimline 350 03.13/FT CITTT 11 1 Asimplerackdesignwith pretty decent results 4 Variablexs5x40 1
Quadraspire Q4evo 380 11.09/GT [TITTT T Asolid, cohesive and supremely affordable rack 4 Variablex59x39.5 8
Sonorous PL2200 280 09.08/FT [TITT1 I Classylooksand features 2 82x95x44 6
Target CL470 299 06.10/GT [T ITTIT1 Forpureperformance, thisisawinnerat this price 4 82X50x55 2
Techlink Ovid 200 04.07/GT [0 1 | Perfectforaminimalist systeminatrendy flat 3 32X95x40 4

£500-£1000
AtacamaElite Eco 12.0 500 03.13/FT [T T I T Offerssolid performance and flexibility e 5 Variablex115x32 1
BDIValera 9724 500 03.13/FT CITTT 11 1 Complicatedtoassemble butthe results make it worthwhile 3 54x112x52 3
Hi Fi Racks Akorner XL 930 09.12/FT [CITTT11 I Acomer-friendlyalternative to the Podium e 3 45x110x40 6
Optimum Avion 8925 999 06.10/GT [ITITT1 ! Heavyweight, butlikeable and good with sonics 3 57x127x56 3
Quadraspire Q4 Bamboo 500 03.13/FT [TIT11 ! Anallround performer. Easyto set up and excellent results e 4 Variablexsox40 1
Quadraspire QAVM (Oak) 540 04.07/GT LTI 11 Solidandrigid, deliversafine performance e 3 50x109x50 8
Quadraspire QAVX 560 12.07/FT [T 11 | Supportsagreatbigtellyand expansive system e 2 Variablex163x52 8
Quadraspire Sunoko Vent T 800 11.09/GT [T I 11 Afirst-raterack, that highlights subtleties e 4  Variablexs9x47 6

£1000 and more
Audiophile Base StarBase 1180 12.06/GT [CTITTT] Exceptional, spectacularresults with high end hi-fi e 3 65x59x52 3
Hi Fi Racks Podium XL 1050 06.10/GT [ITITTT1 Agreatperformer: plenty of weightand dynamics e 3 53x140x40 1
Spectral Closed CL1050 1100 07.07/FT [T 1 | Fantastichuildand style, plus numerous options 2 31x101x53 17
Spectral Closed CL1552 1800 07.07/GT [T 1 | Awesome style and decent abilities - a great rack 6 VariablexVariablex53 16

80 Soupnd Fastastic

Olsons Sound Fantastic range of units are specifically designed for both the home and professional hi-fi
audio markets.

Each unit is fitted with a 10A mains R.F.. filter with earthline choke and transient suppressor, designed to
filter mains-borne transients, switching surges, R.F. interference, intermittent spikes and other disturbances.

[dRITEAGIFE) G TYPE NO. NO. OF SOCKETS | OVERALL LENGTH
13A Sockets
RFI 10A Mains Filter & Surge Suppressor
Exeral Earh Sud | w6 [ 6 [ ss7om |
UK Plug - 10A Fuse Fitied 7S gl
gUL(:;L:‘;/?l[a;l;rde,- OLSON ELECTRONICS LIMITED 24 HOUR SERVICE
o OLSON HOUSE, 490 HONEYPOT LANE, VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED
STANMORE, MIDDX HA7 1JY
TEL: 020 8905 7273  FAX: 020 8952 1232
email: sales@olson.co.uk www.olson.co.uk
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ACCESSORIES

The headphone outputs on most products are usually afterthoughts and
have had little care taken in trying to make them sound good. A dedicated
headphone amp is a must if you want the best headphone sound.

Ourrecommendations

Line levelin
Outputs

Product £ Tested Verdict
Upto£1500

BeyerdynamicA1 975 11.10/FT [TTTTT1 Bestheadphoneamplifier £500+, Awards 2010.Aformidable combo when partnered with T1 headphones 21
Chord Electronics Toucan 800 10.10/FT [T T T T1 Aheadphoneampwith builtin DACthat’s worth a punt 22
Creek OBH-21SE 280 04.09/GT LTI 11 1 Perfectlypleasantbutit could dowith more bite 2 2
Edwards Audio HA1 280 09.12/FT [T 11 ! Packsapunchbutnotthatrefined 21
FiiOE7 65 03.11/FT [TTTTT1 Oneofthe most cost-effective ways toimprove headphone sound from a computer 12
Lehmann Black Cube Linear 750 07.09/FT [T T IT1 Deeplyimpressive device given the right system 11
Lehmann Rhinelander 400 04.09/GT [TTTTT1 Bestheadphoneamplifier £300-£500, Awards 2010. Its user-friendly sound makes this a very wise buy 22
Meridian Prime 1200 02.14/FT [TTTTT1 Atop-classheadphoneampand atalented preamp to boot 2 4
Musical Fidelity V-CAN I 120 10.12/FT LTI 1 | Doesenough rightto be worth serious consideration 13
Pathos Aurium 850 08.13/FT [T ITITIT1 Thisamplifierisatop class choice 4 2

Dedicated units tend to sound better than the circuits integrated into amplifiers. Higher priced
options usually allow for electrical optimisation for your cartridge, thus producing better results.

sabpliyie) | sdue ouoyd | sdwe auoydpesH

Finishes
Dimensions
(hwd, cm)

Product £ Tested Verdict R
Upto £500

Cambridge Audio 651P 120 06.13/GT [TTT 11 Aphonostagethatbeliesits budget price e o 1 251
CreekAudio OBH-15 240 02.09/GT [T | Decent phono amplifier for a relaxed listen e o 1 6x10x15
Graham Slee Gr-Amp 2Comm. 160 06.13/GT [TTTTT] Lowonfrills, high on quality . 1 7x10x25
Leema Elements 495 03.10/FT [TTTTT1 Bestphonostage,Awards 2011 e e 2 5110
Lehmann Black Cube 325 02.09/GT [TTTTT1 Clarityand punchiness makethisagreatamp e e 1 5x11xil
Pro-Ject Phono Box S 120 06.13/GT [T 1 | Justneedsalittle more excitement to trouble its rivals o o 2 7xI0xlh
Musical Fidelity V-LPS Il 160 06.13/GT [TTTTT] Foranaffordable phono stage, the V-LPS Il produces admirable results e o 1 5xixil
Rega Fono MiniA2D 85 03.12/FT [TTTTT1 Bestphonostage,Awards 2012 . 1 6x18x25
Rega Fono MM MK2 200 06.13/GT LITTTT1 Bestphonostage, Awards 2014 e o 2 7Xi333

Cartridges

S
Moving magnet (MM)__ These produce a higher output, giving your phono stage an easier time
Moving coil (MC) Can produce more detail, but is more demanding of your phono stage
g 22
Product £ Tested Verdict g g §
Upto £500

Goldring 2100 92 05.10/GT [TTTTTT Itpuncheswellabove its weight - with great results MM 1.7
Goldring 2500 224 03.09/GT [TITTT1 AGroupTestwinnerwith its full bodied and detailed sound MM 1.7
Grado Prestige Silver 115 05.10/GT [ITII0 1 ! Smoothand balanced, but can be awkward to fit MM 15
Nagaoka MP110 89 05.10/GT [T 11 Agreatfirstupgrade cartridge that does much right MM 1.8
Ortofon 2M Black 460 04.11/GT [TTT 11 ! Poweranddynamicsareon tap from this Ortofon MM 15
Ortofon 2M Bronze 275 03.09/GT [CITTTTT | Ifyouwantaneutraland analytical cartridge this fits the bill MM 15
Ortofon 2M Red 80 05.10/GT CITTTT1 1 1 Aneasytofitandfinesounding cartridge MM 18
Rega Exact 195 03.09/GT [ITIT 11 ThisRegaisafunlistenthatdoes muchright MM 1.75
Roksan Corus Silver 400 01.11/FT [CTTT 11 ! Betterthenever-butheftily priced to match MM 1.9
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Performance is everything...

+44 (0)1572 756447 hifiracks.co.uk



____AVON | BIRMINGHAM _____CHESHIRE |

AUDIENCE

HI-FI | HOME CINEMA | MULTIROOM

Naim e Linn « B&W
Cyrus * Rega * Simple

3 Gibb Street, Custard Factory, Birmingham, B9 4AA

Hi-Fi, AV & Headphones Demos
0% Finance over £1000

Internet prices in store

Visit us Mon-Sat (9am-5:30pm)
Or call to book a late opening visit

14 Broad Street, Bath. BA1 5LJ
01225 333310

www.audience.org.uk

adventures in hi-fi

B&W | Cyrus | Linn | Monitor Audio | Naim | PMC | Pro Ac | Rega | Rotel | Sonos

01244 345576

86-90 Boughton, Chester CH3 5AQ

www.adventuresinhifi.com

DEALER FINDER

Arcam e Audio Lab e B&W
Cyrus e Denon e KEF @ Marantz
Monitor Audio e Onkyo e Pioneer

Pro-ject @ Roksan e Sonos

Spendor @ Q Acoustics
FULL DEMONSTRATION FACILITIES
51 Washway Road,
Sale, Cheshire M33 7AB
0161 973 5577
www.hifistereo.co.uk

CUMBRIA CUMBRIA

COVENTRY

<

Frank Harvey

163 Spon Street
Coventry
CV1 3BB

Telephone:

02476
525 200

Open:
Mon-Sat
9:30am to
5:30pm

Closed on
Sundays

Frank

HI-FI EXCELLENCE

Buy in Store or Buy on Line
Use our new Click and Collect Service
for added convenience

Home Cinema

Whether you're considering a dedicated home
theatre room, tasteful or discreet integration of
surround sound into an existing family room, or
just a simple Hi Fi system, we at Frank Harvey Hi Fi
Excellence will be only too pleased to fulfil whatever
requirements you have, however large or small.

We enjoy getting to know our customers as individuals,
establishing long standing relationships which have
led to continued custom over the past 25 years, as well
as recommendations to friends and family.

Centrally located in the heart of the midlands, we not
offer some of the very best prices, but pride ourselves
on the excellence of our service too. Why not call into
our large three storey16th Century showroom for a
demonstration in one of our three demo rooms where
you can audition some of the world’s best analogue
and digital Hi Fi and AV equipment, plus we stock one
of the UK’s largest ranges of loudspeakers.

www.hifix.co.uk

Home cinema
system by
Monitor Audio

Projection

Over 100 Brands
to choose from
including

Audiolab
Bose

Cyrus
Denon
Dynaudio
Epsom

KEF
Monitor Audio
Naim Audio
Onkyo

PMC

Proac

Quad

Rega

Rotel
Yamaha
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DEALER FINDER

home technology
at your fingertips

Progressive Home Technology systems give you control of music and TV,
lights and blinds, heating and security, all at the touch of a button

FURNITURE | INTERNET | IRELAND | KENT &

PROGRESSIVE o Vi _ 7 01892 860801

ells, Kent TN3 0AQ progressive-ht.com

FURNITURE INTERNET

25%
discount on
full price

wow

limerech Bk
: oireaming,
Home Cinema,
sSony Vs,
The Home Entertainment Suite &
Grafton Street Multi-Room
Dundrum Town Centre Audio

Office: 01 4455779 / Mobile: 087 113 0737 B
Sales@limetech.ie / www.limetech.ie Specialists

The Old Chapel, 282 Skipton Road,
Harrogate, Yorkshire HG1 3HE
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WHAT HI-FI?

SOUND AND VISION
WHATHIFI.COM
AWARDS

BIRFNLQJ$ZDUGT
- IQQLQJBURGXFIV

Hifi Home Cinema Custom Installation

Music)\/atters

Specialists in Sound & Vision

musicmatters.co.uk

London Stourbridge Birmingham  Leamington Spa
020 8420 1925 01384 444184 0121 429 2811 01926 888644

Sutton Coldfield Stafford Solihull  Stratford Upon Avon
0121 354 2311 01785 258 216 0121 742 0254 01789 414533
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LonDON | MERSEYSIDE | NORTH YORKSHIRE

DEALER FINDER

MERSEYSIDE

Croshy - 0151 924 7287
Southport - 01704 536901
www.paaudiovisual.co.uk

Hifi e TV « Home Cinema * Wireless Music Systems ¢ Multi-room Installations

ARCAM « BOSE « CANTON ¢ CYRUS * DENON ¢ KEF * LINSAR « MARANTZ « MONITOR AUDIO
ONKYO ¢ PANASONIC ¢ PROJECT ¢ PURE ¢ REGA ¢ REL * ROKSAN ¢ ROBERTS
RUARK AUDIO » SENNHEISER ¢ SONOS ¢ TEAC « YAMAHA & many more...

_____LONDON | NORTH YORKSHIRE

“One of the five
best hi-fi shops
in the world”

Hi-Fi.Home Cinema.Multi-Room Installations

020 7226 5500

Grahams Hi-Fi, Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road, London N1 7BS
Tel: 020 7226 5500 Fax: 020 7359 7620 E-mail: what@grahams.co.uk Web: www.grahams.co.uk

To advertise here please call 020 8267 5310

or email samuel.parton@haymarket.com
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QUALITY FURNITURE

A
wor AVGHOME o TV WALL MOUNTS & LIFTS
01623 672070 AV CABLES & ACCESSORIES

Probably the widest range of top quality TV & Hi-Fi Furniture, TV Wall
Mounts, TV Lifts, AV Cables & Accessories on show anywhere in the UK.

Large showroom & carpark, see website for opening hours.

A UNIQUE RANGE M«"fmed? Speaker
OF WALL PLATES

Computer

Huge selection of HDMI, Modular, Audio, Video,

Modular Speaker, Computer, Brush, Network & Multimedia

FIND THE PERFECT
SOLUTION FOR WALL
MOUNTING YOUR TV

We stock Vogel’s
Design Mount,
Wall, and Thin
ranges for next
day delivery

Y
® UNRIVALLED CUSTOMER SUPPORT @ FREE DELIVERY ror excepTiow A"4A
FOR EXCEPTIONS) "oM E

® EXPERT ADVICE @ TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS AT INTERNET PRICES

01623 672070

29 - 36 Hallamway, Old Mill Lane Business Park, Mansfield Woodhouse, sales@av4home.co.uk
Notts. NG19 9BG. (Approx 10 miles from M1 - Junction 28 or 29)
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MipDLESEX | NOTTINGHAMSHIRE | NORTH EAST | NORTHAMPTONSHIRE | SURREY | WEST MIDLANDS | WEST YORKSHIRE

DEALER FINDER
. _MIDDLESEX NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

RIVERSIDE
EST 1990

HI-FI A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS FOR

OVER 20 YEARS, WITH THE AIM OF

BRINGING FINEST QUALITY HI-FI &

SEE, HEAR & BELIEVE AUDIO/VISUAL PRODUCTS

Aupio/VisuaL ® Hi-Fi ¢ MuLti-Room © FulL INSTALLATION SERVICE
INTEREST FREE FINANCE AVAILABLE* ® PART EXCHANGE FACILITIES

Aupio ReseARCH - BANG & OLUFSEN - BosE
CopPLAND - DENON - EcLipsE - KALEIDESCAPE
KRELL - LIBRATONE - MARANTZ - MICHELL
MARTIN LoGAN - MoNITOR AupIO - PANASONIC
PRIMALUNA - PROJECT - ROKSAN - SAMSUNG
SoNus FABER - SPECTRAL - THORENS - WiLsoN Aubio

Riversioe Hiri LTD, TeL: 020 8892 761 3

422 RicHmonD Roab,
EMAIL: RIVERSIDEHIFI@MAC.COM

EAsT TWICKENHAM,
Mipbiesex, TW1 2EB WEB: WWW.RIVERSIDEHIFI.COM

*Subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply.

Nottingham
Hi-Fi Centre

Sound advice

for over 40 years

122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham NG7 3NR
Telephone: 0115 9786919
sales@nottinghamhificentre.co.uk
www.nottinghamhificentre.co.uk

NORTH EAST

hifisound

UNLIKE ANY HIFI SHOP YOU HAVE EVER BEEN TO BEFORE!

Audiolab - Chord - Monitor Audio - Naim
Onkyo - Q-Acoustics - Rega - Roksan
& many more!

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Hi-fi & Home Cinema
Specialist

To advertise here
Linn, Naim, Arcam, Bose, Roksan,
p|eaSE Ca" Project, Denon, Marantz, Yamaha,
Pioneer, Sonos, Monitor Audio,
020 8267 531 0 Tannoy, Acoustic Energy,
Q Acoustics, Art Acoustics, REL
or email _ :
6 Kingston Court, Kingston Park,
Samuelparton NEWCASTLE, NE3 2FP
@haymarket.com 0191 285 7179
www.petertyson.co.uk

172 wwwwhathificom

Castlegate Mill, Riverside,
Stockton-On-Tees, Cleveland
TS18 1BZ

T: 01642 267012
E: info@hifisound.co.uk

SURREY

NAIM, LINN,
REGA, ARCAM,
B&W, PMC, FOCAL,
DYNAVECTOR,
VELODYNE, STAX,
SIMPLE AUDIO,
LYRA, BENZ, OPPO,
TELLURIUM Q

Infldelity

INDECENTLY GOOD HI-FI & HOME CINEMA

9 HIGH STREET, HAMPTON WICK, KINGSTON
UPON THAMES, KT| 4DA www.infidelity.co.uk

SIEEARD) HISAR Open: Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 6pm

THE VERY BEST
WITH US

MEMBERS OF BADA
AND CEDIA

020 8943 3530

___NORTHEAST | WESTMIDLANDS I WEST YORKSHIRE

37 High Street, Aldridge
01922 457926

Exposure Heed Kudos

Lehmann Linn Marantz

Michell Monitor Audio Neat

Nordost Okki Nokki Ortofon

Project REL Roksan

Ample Parking Tue-Sat 10 - 5.30pm
www.soundcinergy.co.uk




THAT'S JUST WRONG.

And so is settling for mediocre sound. Visit a Clarity Alliance retailer
and theyll show you how to feast on audio... the right way.

e all want more from our home
entertainment. Standard TV sound is poor.
Standard bundled headphones are
rubbish. And that flimsy standard speaker cable?
That's really rubbish.

You deserve better - and members of The Clarity
Alliance can help you find the right answers. We're
the only independent retailers who are trained to
industry-agreed standards to give unparalleled
levels of product advice and service. Take your time
and relax in dedicated listening rooms, try a variety
of equipment and music, audition and study each
item, see how it makes you feel. Find the right one
and it's like listening in colour...

WHAT WE OFFER...

B Free geek time, impartial and honest advice
B Transferrable warranty - the freedom to move
M Listen in great demo facilities
B Knowledgeable, enthusiastic staff
W Awful coffee - but we'll always make a cuppa

EAST Bartletts Hi Fi Unilet Sound & Vision
Basically Sound Islington New Malden

Norwich www.bartlettshifi.com www.unilet.net
basicallysound.co.uk 020 7607 2148 020 8942 9567

01362 820 800 Billy Vee MIDLANDS
Martins Hi-Fi Sound Systems Nottingham
Norwich Lewisham Hi-Fi Centre
www.martinshifi.co.uk www.billyvee.co.uk Nottingham

01603 627 010 020 8318 5755 nottinghamhifi
LONDON Grahams Hi-Fi aaliRaaLl

Adair Acoustic Design City of London 0115978 6919
Clerkenwell www.grahams.co.uk NORTH EAST
adairacoustic 020 7226 5500 Sound Organisation

design.co.uk Oranges & Lemons York
020 7253 2326 Clapham www.soundorg.co.uk

www.oandlhifi.co.uk 01904 627108
020 7924 2040

SUPPORTED BY

Fanthorpes

Hull
www.fanthorpes.co.uk
01482 223096

NORTH WEST
Acoustica

Chester
www.acoustica.co.uk
01244 344 227

SOUTH EAST

Home Media
Maidstone
www.thehomeofhifi.com
01622 676 703

Infidelity
Kingston-on-Thames
www.infidelity.co.uk
020 8943 3530

audiotechnica | SCICYSSTIO

/ClarityAlliance @clarityalliance

seNIC [

clarityalliance.co.uk

P J Hi-Fi
Guildford
www.pjhifi.co.uk
01483 504 801

Soundcraft Hi-Fi
Ashford
www.soundcrafthifi.com
01233 624 441

SCOTLAND

Glasgow Audio
Glasgow
www.glasgowaudio.com
0141 332 4707

Holburn Hi-Fi
Aberdeen

www.holburnhifi.co.uk
01224585713

higfi®

SOUTH CENTRAL
Overture

Banbury
www.overture.co.uk
01295 272 158

Oxford Audio Consultants

Oxford
www.oxfordaudio.co.uk
01865 790 879

Phase 3
Worthing
www.phase3.co.uk
01903 245577

The Sound Gallery
High Wycombe
www.soundgallery.co.uk
01494 531682

TEAC
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Superb Soundbars

Media M4
Soundbar

e&o

YSP-2500 Digital
Soundbar

@

DM75 Soundbase
w/ Bluetooth

4
|acoustics |

Bluetooth

£399.95
©YAMAHA

Homi

£799
ANTON

© Bluetooth

£449
High End Hi-Fi

®°

PM6005 Stereo

Amplifier w/ DAC £299

®@°

CD6005 CD
Player

Awesome AV Receivers

YAMAHA

RX-V377 5.1 Channel
AV Receiver

Call

Proneer

ONLINE

Sterling Speakers

Concept 20
Bookshelf Speaker £349.95

@

2050i Floorstanding From
Speakers £459.95

@ VW arfo clale

Diamond 220

&o
©

Caspian M2
Integrated Amp

&

FM) A19 Stereo
Integrated Amp

4
| Acousics |

ROKSAN

£1900

Essential Cinema

EH-TW?7200 Full
HD 3D Projector £1899

SONY

0%

FINANCE

VPL-HWS55ES Full

HD 3D Projector £2798

0% Finance available

From £300, terms apply.

AV Distribution acts as a credit intermediary and

only offers credit products for Pay4Later Ltd via

secure trust bank plc. Credit provided subject to

age and status.

Purchase price
Deposit

Amount of credit £1350

Home Cinema
Hi-Fi
Speakers

Brackets

Wireless Wonders

Airstream A100
Wireless Amplifier

o
©

Kubik Free Active
Wireless Speaker

@

Wireless DAB+
Stereo System

Digital Delights

MiniBlink

irDac Digital To
Analogue Converter

Top Turntables

@
©

Concept Turntable
with Moving Coil

@

Essential 2
Turntable

@ @ MonIToR AUDIO
I‘OUSTKS

£399

DALL

) Bluetooth

© Bluetooth

£400

£1395

Representative example

£1499

£149

Payment p/m

Duration

Total repayable £1499

24 Months

£56.25

Accessories
Cables
Furniture

Mounts

Honorable Headphones

beyerdynamic))))

@

vewrep
DIAPHRAGM

/

TNCLVDES
6.SMM GOLDEN
ADAPTER

SR325e Prestige
Series

@

M-DAC Digital To
Analogue Converter

Hugo DAC/
Headphone Amp

£299.95

audiolab

£599

£1400
Quality Q Acoustics

2000i Series
5.1 Cinema Pack

&o

0%

FINANL‘E

4
| Acoustics |

From

£649.95

4
ACOUSTICS

7000i 5.1 Speaker

Package £899.95

Award winners
past and present

WHAT HI-FI?

Fantastic 5.1

Q> W

From

£979
TANNOY

Zensor 1 5.1
Speaker Package

@

HTS 101 5.1

Speaker System £349

@ @ @ MoniToR AUDIO

Radius R90HT1 5.1
Speaker Package

@

Award
Winwer

£1499

audioquest
DicitaL avblo

v

PRICE PROMISE

)

DragonFly v1.2 USB
Digital Audio
Converter

Excellent Accessories

@

Evoque Eco
Bamboo Stand

@

X-Tube XT-40
Speaker Cable

Btacama

From

£382.99

£10 perm

Price promise

Prices checked daily.
Seen something
online cheaper?




AVO, Bacup i
Manchester

~

Opening hours

Monday - Friday
9AM - 5PM

audiovisualonline.co.uk @;iij
01706 878444 . Epba:,

QO Now MOoBILE FrIENDLY

Saturday
10AM - 5PM

'Q SPITFIRE CINEMA High quality, great value

Big screen thrills in your home

Professional Projectors

Lens Shift Projector

EH-TW6600

EPSON £1399

4K 3D Projector
VPL-VW300ES

@

soONY £5849

Cable workshop

Made to your exact
specification.

home theatre products

Fixed, electric, tab
tension, in-ceiling

From £520

92" 75 156"
SCREEN SIZES

e

Single £849
Double £1599

100% LeATHER, ELECTRIC
RECLINE, GERMAN MECHANISM

Full HD 3D Projector

VPL-HWA40ES Unbeatable Bundles

Buy products together for a
fantastic deal. Our prices
won't be beaten.

sONY £1849

Home Cinema Bundles

urto 50% OFF

HD 3D Wireless Projector
EH-TW9200W

@ @ o
WARRANTY

EPSON £2998

Traditional Hi-Fi Bundles

UPTO 30% OFF

Mini Systems Bundles

urro 50% OFF

Showroom

Call and arrange a
demo with us.

Free delivery

To most mainland
UK addresses.




WHAT HI-FI?
SAVE 31%
13 issues for £44.99

F1 RACING
SAVE 33%
12 issues for £39.99

FOURFOURTWO
SAVE 30%
12 issues for £39.99

STUFF
SAVE 28%
12 issues for £39.99

AUTOCAR
SAVE UP TO 30%
12 issues for £29.99
26 issues for £63.95

CLASSIC & SPORTS CAR
SAVE 29%
12 issues for £39.99

AUTOSPORT
SAVE UP TO 20%
12 issues for £34.99
26 issues for £74.45

PRACTICAL MOTORHOME

SAVE 23%
13 issues for £39.99

MOTORSPORT NEWS
SAVE UP TO 24%
12 issues for £28.95
26 issues for £60.95

ENGLAND CRICKET
PROGRAMME

12 issues for £30.00

PRACTICAL CARAVAN
SAVE 23%
13 issues for £39.99

WHAT CAR?
SAVE 31%
13 issues for £44.99

CHAMPIONS MATCHDAY
SAVE 16%
12 issues for £30.00

0845 124 7040
www.themagazineshop.com/xpal4




Subacriber

BENEFITS

Save up to 33% on the shop price
Exclusive Christmas prices
Give the gift that lasts all year

Spread the cost of Christmas
when you pay by Direct Debit*

* Visit www.themagazineshop.com/xpal4 or call
0845 124 7040 for details on how to save more
when you choose to pay by Direct Debit.

FREE GIFT CARD

to send to your friend or relative™

Digila
ACCESS

from as little as 38p an issue!

N, -

+

To add digital access, visit
www.themagazineshop.com/xpal4

XPA14

ORDER FORM

(FOR PRINT ONLY SUBSCRIPTIONS)

To be sure your gift starts promptly after Christmas, fill in the form below
and return your order to us by 5th December, 2014 at:

Haymarket Magazines - Christmas,

FREEPOST RSBU-TALE-BXJT, PO Box 326,
Sittingbourne, ME9 8FA or call the Order Hotline on
0845 124 7040 (quote XPA14) or visit us at
www.themagazineshop.com/xpal4

How to order:

Please complete the order form in BLOCK CAPITALS.

Complete the section headed Your Details’

Enter the name, postcode and telephone number of the person who
will receive the magazine subscription as a gift.

Enter the names of the magazines in the space provided.

This form can be photocopied for further orders.

@0 o0o0oe

YOUR DETAILS (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE - MUST BE COMPLETED)

This subscription is: AGIFT ] oR FORME []
Magazine title/s* (*if subscribing for yourself)
Title Name Surname
Address
Postcode
Telephone
Email
Mobile
| wish to pay for a total of ___ subscriptions.

ORDER TOTAL (please complete) £

GIFT RECIPIENT'S DETAILS (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)

Magazine title/s No. of issues
Title Name Surname
Address
Postcode
Telephone

PAYMENT DETAILS
| enclose a cheque made payable to Haymarket Media Group for £

Please debit my: Mastercard/VISA/Amex/Maestro/Diners for the amount £

coarvo L LT LT LT T LT

Valid from‘ “ ” “ | Expiry date ‘ “ ” “ | Issue no. (Maestro only) \:I:\
Signature Date

TERMS & CONDITIONS: This is a UK only offer — for overseas offers please call +44
(0) 1795 592 986 or visit www.themagazineshop.com. If you require any assistance
following the purchase of your subscription, then you can speak to a member of
our customer service team on 01795 592 986, calls are charged at local rate. “For
all gift orders received by 5th December 2014, we will post a special gift card for
you to send on to the recipient letting them know about their gift subscription.
Subscription orders received after 5th December 2014 will still receive a gift card
but we cannot guarantee that it will arrive before Christmas. The gift subscription
will begin with the first available issue on-sale in 2015. A bundle subscription is
set-up for an individual user only and components are not transferable. Details on
how to access digital editions will be sent via email. Final closing date for orders
is 31st January 2015. All savings are based on the UK cover price and are correct
as of 1st September 2014. Should you wish to cancel your subscription it will be
cancelled on expiry of the current term which will not be refundable, other than
in exceptional circumstances. Haymarket Media Group Ltd uses a best-practice
layered Privacy Policy to provide you with details about how we would like to use
your personal information. To read the full privacy policy please visit our website
www.haymarket.com/privacy or call us on 08448 482 800. Please ask if you have
any questions as submitting your personal information indicates your consent,
for the time being, that we and our partners may contact you about products and
services that will be of interest to you via post, phone, e-mail and SMS. You can
opt-out at ANY time by emailing the datacontroller@haymarket.com or by calling
08448 482 800.

Promo code: XPA14



What Hi-Fi? Autumn 1983

THAT WAS THEN

NAD 3020 The budget amp that defined a brand

t's fair to say the NAD brand was

established on the success of the

original 3020 amplifier. Introduced
in the late '70s, this unassuming budget
amplifier set the standard for sound
quality in a category where most still
put specification and features first.

And it did sound good, as our 1983
review of the upgraded 3020A showed.
The major news with this model was the
addition of a moving-coil phono stage,
turntables being the main quality source.

Back then it wasn't unusual for high-
end decks to be partnered with budget
amps and speakers - the idea being that
whatever the source missed couldn't be
added later - so the 3020A's moving-coil
upgrade made sense.

There were doubts about the awkward
speaker connections and the loss of a
mute button, but these weren't enough
to overshadow the NAD's sound-quality
advantage over rivals or dent its success.

The market is very different now. Our
source components are overwhelmingly
digital, so it comes as no surprise to find
the latest 3020 (see page 83) loaded
with digital inputs, including Bluetooth.

The D3020 is also smaller, to slot into
places more conventional amplifiers
wouldn't, and is styled to look good
when laid flat or standing upright. It still
has some of the pared-down functional
charm of the original, though.

The D3020 may be different from the
original in many ways, but NAD hasn't
forgotten the reason its ancestor was
so successful - sound quality. The
latest amplifier is engaging and
entertaining, and yes, still a class leader.

- it sounds great
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